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Rem arks en the King of G%i at Britain's Just i fying Memorial, &<-•. 
which concludes the laft Volume* 



To -Edward Gjitbon, Bff* one 0/ 
the Lords of Trade. 
Sir, 

IT is true that you arc a very late 
.minifteriaf convert, but your zeal 
it ardent, and you become fo diftin- 
guifhed a figure in the group of 
placemen and penfioners, that you 
ought to fix the firft attention of the 
public. The Mtmoire Jufiificatif % 
Which you have circulated with much 
induftry as a favourite- performance 
among your friends, would alone . 
entitle you to this, perhaps painful 
pre-eminence, 



I am much pieaied when Sore* 
reigns condescend to reafon, as they 
fuppofe, and to hold out what they 
call the real motives of their a&ionsy 
and a full juJHJtea$dou of their con> 
dud. We kuow tie purpofe is art- 
fullv to difguife, perplex, and con- 
ceal, but not infrequently a ray of 
truth pierces the Stygian gloomi 
Inftead of found argument, a fubtii* 
cavil, or flimiy pretext, is {uWUfur; 
ed. The great efficient motive is 
generally kept out of fight, yet often> 
tomething efcanes, which is not 
meant to meet w #*• This kinc| 
The curiofity of this idle and lux-^of proceeding has been common t<* 
ious capital has of late been high-* all the crowned- heads of Europe^ 

What marks the Memoirefuftijkatifi 
as well as the French and Spamfh, 
ftate papers , .at the^prefent sera, it 
v the total mat jof d*at pditenefs* 
which gentlemen do not forget even, 
in their private altercations, Thci-e- 
fpectable tribunal of civilized Europe, 
to which the appeal is made in th% 
Memoire Jufifieattf^ had a juft claim> 
Sir, to decency of language, and the* 
perfon in whofe name the appeal 
was made, mould have prefemdl, 
the dignity of chancier hitherto iar 
feparable from the Sovereign of* 
great and free nation. 

The example of a petulant iUibe* 
8 raliqi 



urio 

ly gratified by the number and 
importance of fate papers, which 
have engaged the general attention. 
^rance^Spain, and at laft England, 
fince thUminifterial purchafe of your 
pen, have fed the infatiate politician 
with food in an abundance Sufficient 
to cloy the moft craving appetite. 
France has the merit of taking the 
lead. England only yields to her 
in priority of time, for the banquet 
ihe has furnifhed will be found of 
the more exquifite relifh. The grave 
Spaniard has merely ferved up an 
olla podrida of very ftale fragment* 
^-to the number of one hundred* 
Vox.. IX. 
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rality was indefd given in the publi- 
cations of the Courts of France and 
Spain, but jnen of letters regret that 
the anfwer from England has in a 
degree juflified what Was befdre, fe- 
verely condemned by every dif^af- 
fionate State in Europe. It was 
hoped that you, Sir, ' by the moll 
itudied urbanity, as well as fuperio- 
ritf of al|umfnX Wbtffd hajte matfe 
Ertgkndfriurtpn, ri6*t*havi eopieJ* 
aria in fome inftances exceeded, the 
low railing actufation of the foreign 
offices. Was a gentleman of rank, 
a A$emVer. of the Briufli Parliament^ 
of the moil claffical talents, to, vie 
in fcurrility with the- \mder-tlertes of 
undersecretaries ? Has a Lord of 
Trade butar empki^ed to- trafftck'in 
riie gfo/Teft abaft, aad to retail in * 
4djfl*ai' memorial the vulgar expreA 
frns oifanfitf, ptrftti*. wgueih Jfa 
Jtmulathn, &a VAcy/ You* fi4U 
ihoaki have been few., weLLcho&n* 
Ancog and pointed; : , yoqr language 
**oc 3iffuft r flowery, Atcba&tQryi* 
Lot clofe; nervous, and> above all, 
ktawfef.it was in the name of yo«i 
fjiace, paEte. Could not a ftngio 
ftbfcuitive efcape .without beiri$ 
compiled ta anaixy. an a^je&ve I 
Whymuft itb$ ** la declaration 
f«cwrw] de leur independence \pr4*\ 
tend**]" page i^i, after the third aiH 
a*«Semry of thear<^«rd!f«rrof 7*« 
VniMd 8t«t$s h*A been celebrated,/ 
The ifuftpendtneeof a cojuairy is to*, 
kraWy well cftabliflicd, when a fo* 
arign ^rinctf- cannot make an ex- 
ciieman* > 

* Your zeal I applaad* the mode oft 
kS<dJcertxon I reprobate. It was in-; 
dtabd ^wonderful, thqt when every 
iiue lover of Jus couniiy ihrnnk from 
the; prefent miniileriaJL ccew, men, 
de^^ffed through Europe and abhor r 
ifcrf^at home, yoi, Sir, jfo late as* 
Jtttp laft, lifted under their inglori- 
^i*^ banners* and*: indepeudenfc in 
fortune, unincumbered with a f^ 
aftfy, joined yourfelf to corruption, 
Imbecility, and infamy, by acced- 



ing a feat af the Board of Titmiu % 
give you joy of the promotion of 
Lord CarlUle, by the Gazette of the 
6th of this month, to be Prefidentof 
r your Board. It is another proof of 
* his-Maj©fty's happy difcernment of 
the peculiar talents of^his fubjec"ts to 
appoint the Earl of Carlifle, not of , 
his houlhold, butfrft Lord of trade. 
Yfu anjd Jhavereai i^-a cel?bra$ed 
Wcient* Ptincipk ej&4%rtus> maxima* 
*°Jc fws* The meafure will be. 
highly relifhed by the commercial 
intereft of this kingdom. His Lord- 
-fliip will, as- certainly reftore our /o& 
trade, as he -* *eftored peace wifft 
America wherf he was/Vy? Commif- 
fioncr to the Congrefs. In the mean 

S" ncfo .perfect a,i£nev:ure .is, exa.cU* 
apted to his Lordship's temper and 
talents. He will fit down conjtent- 
*4bl after a long/rui^fe trans-atfc%» 
fcc voyage^ with .the parade an&pn§- 
fit of hi% new pott, without caiing 

,- in September you gaveuthe world^ 
incur Sovereign's n^tufe. the Memoir^ 
Jufijficatif, 1 bluih . &f the folly 
andpra^ig^Uty of 'tjig.jage, , when J 
*$&& that Mi. &£$o* has 1000I4 
a yct^r for ^ contemptible compila-" 
lion, and Milton received only ioool* 
for his "noble Defence of the People of 
*.£>&A?V» What a ., beautiful confif- 
H^ncy: of cond'ua tlip public ^ muflf 
Remark in our Prince ) Mr. Gibbon 
obtains a place, and the^elfh cham- 
pion of Chrillendomi, Henry Ed- 
ward Davies # B. A. "of; Baliol CoIt 
fege, Oxford, who^ittacke4him aj 
an , ignorant, but ^daring, infider % 
i^cures a pehiiQD* TJie avowed 
athwfl, David tiumg, was appointed^ 
with a large falary/ to reprefent the 
facred perfon of our n&Ji religiom 
King abroad, at the politeft Court 
t in Europe. The doughty defender" 
of the Kirk of Scotland, Dr. James 
Seattle, a profeffor in iord Bute's 
i^niverfity of Aberdeen, flays at 
home, and is t rewvjied with a pen- 
non, by the head, of the church- of 
England, 
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for having overthrown this mighty 
P&vid. Surely this mull be the 
richeft, and moil fooliih country in 
$he univerfe. 

Your converfion was not more 
rapid than . unexpe&ed, In the 
courfe of the laft feffion you had fre- 
quent opportunities of obfewing the 
profeiEons and conduct of the Mini- 
fter, and the force of truth had more 
than once carried you from him 
Among the minority. The bold 
XfOrd Ad<voeatt of Scotland teftifieoV 
his furprize at your iirft vote agamft 
iiis minjfterlal friends. You told 
him, that you had vateJ ivith Mini* 
Jiry as long as asey nt&n of honour could* 
What change has fince happened — 
except at the Board of Trade { What 
tingle ad of reparation has there 
ieen to an injured public. What 
mew fyftem of meafures has been 
adapted, to which you are now giv- 
ing your fupport? What other plan 
have you undertaken to juftify y by 
accepting the pay of administration, 
the very individual adminiftration, 
with which you declared that no man 
vf honour could <- J0 te the very laft 
/eflion ? 

The Memoire Juftijiwif differs 
very eflentially from other fiat e pa- 
fers of no lefs authority, the Ring's 
ipeeches to his Parliament. The 
fitm*ir$ gives us a long and minute 
4etail of many and various infrac- 
tions of the laft peace of Paris, We 
£n<t the particular period, at which 
.they began, carefully marked. With 
remarkable affectation the iirft words 
of the French Expoje des Mofifs are 
quoted, " Iorfque la Providence ap- 
pella le Roi au trone, la Prance 
jouiflbit de la paix la plus orofbnde, 
p. J." This is the precjfe term, 
/rom which you, Sir, date all the 
violations of the law of nations, and 
the laft treaty of peace and amity 
figned at Pans in i j6^ I^puis Xy f 
died in May, 1774. Let us now 
compare the 4ecIarations of the King 
^f England, frpm (he period of that 



event, to his two Houfes of Parlia-*, 
ment, with what you have now given 
Europe in his name. The Memoir* 
contains a regular fucceffion of com- 
plaints made by our AmbafTador, 
during the prefent French King's 
whole reign, that the Americans 
were fupplied with '* &lp£tre, la 
poudre a canon, les munitions de 
guerre, les armes, 1'artillerie, p. 
15." and it is added that, *' la con- 
duite des negocians Francois annon- 
fait bautemtnt qu'ils etoient aflures 
non feulement de I' imp unite, mais de 
la troteclion meme et de la faveundet 
Miniftres de la Cour de Verfailles.'* 
The mips of France fcarcely went to 
America, it is faid, but to carry war- 
like ftores to the rebels. We are told 
that the proofs were clear, 2nd the 
remonftrances from our Ambafladof 
ftrong, but it feems as little regarded 
by the French King as the remon- 
ftrances of the people of England 
have been by the prefent Sovereign 
of Great-Britain. *' Us n'aborde- 
rent en Amerique que pour livrer 
aux rebelles les armes et les muni- 
tions de guerre dont ils etoient char- 
ges, p. 16." The Englifh Ambafla r 
dor " indiquoit les noms, le nombrfe 
et la qualite des vaifleaux, que les 
agens du commerce de l'Ameriqut 
faifoient equiper dans les ports de la 
France, pear porter aux rebelles det 
ttrme?, des munitions de guerre, it 
meme des ojficiers Francois qu' on 
avoit engage dans le fervice des co- 
lonies revoltees, p. 16/' The nine 
large veflels of the witty Sicur de 
Beaumarcbais, a former favourite of, 
but now a rebel to, his god Apollo, 
and feeking independence from Mam- 
mon, are complained of, p. 17. but 
carefully diftinguifhed from the 
" Amphi trite, qui porta vers^ le 
meme terns une grande quantite dfe 
munitions de guerre, et trente offi- 
ciers Francis, ^ui paffgrent rmpu^ 
nement au fervice. des rebelles, p. 
17." But the. following paffag£ 
ought to be given entire, becaufe 
B 4 ?<** 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 4 ) 



you tell us that it was part of a Me- 
moriai delivered to the French Court 
in November, 1777. " II y a a Roch- 
fort un vaifleau de foixante pieces de 
canon, et a TOrient un vaifleau des 
Indes perce jpour foixante canons: 
Ces deux vaifieaux font deitfnes pour 
l'ufage des rebelles. lis feront char- 
ges de diiferentes merchandises, et 
Fretes par Meffieurs Chaomont, Hol- 

ken et Sabatier Le Vaifleau 

1* Heureux eft parte de Varfeilles, 
|bus un autre nom, le vingt-fix de 
Septembre. II va en droiture a la 
Nouvelle Hampfhire, quoiqu'il pre- 
tend alleraux Illes. On y a permits 
i'embarquement de trees mille fufils, 
et de deux mille cinq cents livres de 
fouflfre, marchandife aufli necefTaire 
aux Americains qe'elle eft inutile 
dans les ifles. Ce vaifieau eft com- 
mande par M. Lundi, officier Fran- 
cois, officier de diftin&ion, ci-devant 
Lieutenant de M. de Bougainville. 
L'HippOtame, appartenaut auSieur 
Be*umarchais y doit avoir a fon bord 
guaftxt mille fyfils et heaucoup de 
munitions it guerre f pour Vufage des 
rebelles* lis partiront de Nantes, de 
l'Orient, de St. Malo, du Havre, 
de Bourdeaux, de Bayonne, et de 
different autres ports. Voici les 
noms de quelques uns des principaux 
Interefles, M. Chaumont, M. Men- 
tion, et fes aflbcies, &c. ic. M p. 17, 
18. Are the Englilh people and 
Parliament to learn all thefe impor- 
tant circumftances firfl from a ft ate 
•faper in Frencb y delivered by order 
of their own Sovereign to all foreign 
Courts ? The Parliament met towards 
the end of the fame month of No- 
vember, 1777. How carefully was 
the truth concealed from them? Not 
the leaft hint of fuch infractions of 
the peace of Paris, fuch an infult on 
the honour of the Crown ! No notice 
was taken of this great warlike aid, 
"not private commercial traffick ! The 
"King's fpeech, .Nov. 20, j 777, only 
/aid, *' I receive reflated affuranees 
Jrom foreign powers, of their pacific 



difpofitions." What i contempt rf 
Parliament, to communicate only tri- 
fling verbal affuranees, and induftri* 
oufly to keep back, from the great 
council of the nation the knowledge of 
important and in terefting facts, which 
contradicted thofe very affuranees ! 
It is the obf creation of the author of 
the Memoire Juflifeatif €t Ce tribu- 
nal, compofe des hommes eclaires et 
definterefies de toutes les nations, ne 
/' arrete jamais aux profejfions, et e*eft 
par les aSions des princes qu y il doit jv* 
ger des motifs de leurs procedes et des 
fentimens de leurs eeeurs" With the 
fame ihameful intention of deceiving 
Parliament were all the fpeeches. 
from the throne framed fince'the 
very epoch to which you alwavi l 
allude, although you have proved 
that Adminiftration were at the time 
pofTeiTed of the cleareft evidence of 
the hoftile proceedings of France, 
pendant quatre ans y p. 5. At the 
opening of the prefent Parliament in 
November, 1774,. his, Majefty de- 
clared, it (hall be my conftant aim 
and endeavour to prevent the break* 
ing out of frefh difturbances, and \f 
cannot but flatter myfelf I Jhall fuc- 
ceed, as I continue to receive the 
ftrongeft affuranees from other powers 
of their being equally difpofed to pre* 
jerque the peace" Did Hie Prince, 
whofe wifdom and prudence you 
have fo lavifhly celebrated, really 
truft to the ftrongeft affuranees com- 
bated by the ftrongeft fads ftated i* 
your Memo ; re y or was Parliament de- 
fignedly milled ? The fame afts of 
perfidy and hoftility, you fay, were 
regularly continued by France, .and I 
find the fame declaration in the May 
following, at theclofeof the feffion> 
by the fame fdemn affuranees in the 
words of the fpeech. The delufion 
was continued the following feflion, 
for in the fpeech from the throne in 
October, 1775, his Majefty fays, 
"I am happy to add, that as well 
from the affuranees I have received; 
as from the general appearance f &o. 

Ci4 
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DkI the general appearance warrant 
this declaration ? Through the year 
1776 was a continuation of the old 
manoeuvres with apparently a fimilar 
intent. In May we heard from the 
throne, *' it is with pleafure I in- 
form yon that the affurances which I 
"have received' of the difpofitions of 
tfce feveral powers in Europe, &c." 
'and' in "November " I continue to 
receive affurances pf amity from the 
*fever*l Court* of Europe, &c." I 
have already Hated the exprefnons of 
die fpeich ui November, 1777, and 
in the March following the declara- 
tion of the Marquis de Noailleswas 
delivered, 

% The refcript of the French Am- 
baflador, prefented the 15th of 
March, 1778, is called in the Me- 
metre Jujtificatif, la declaration de 
•guerre par te Marquis de Noailles, p. 
*t I , and you aflert that it was a «r»- 
'ment fatal et decjfif y p. c. If it was 
'then confidered as a declaration of 
^nvar.oh the part of France, and it is 
now ib declared by the King, furelv 
the dignity of the crown, which his 
"Majefry wears, required that it 
mould immediately be anfwered by a 
declaration of *war oh the part of 
England, not by an artful memorial 
after more than eighteen months had 
clapfed. A fpirited meafure of that 
nature would have ftruck terror into 
the wavering Spaniard. He would 
probably have tempori2ed for years, 
as he did the lail war, when Pitt and 
Victory had iubdued every thing, 
but the malignant envy of your fac- 
tion. "It might have been a moment 
fatal et decifif pour la France, I 
.deny, however, that this refcript of 
Ithe French Ambaffador can in any 
way be considered as a declaration of 
nvar. It gives notice merely of a 
treaty of friendjhip and commerce* I 
cannot find in it a fyllable of the 
furnifhing land forces, or fliips, of 
armies or fletts, of attack or de- 
fence, of guarantees or reciprocal 
^nilhary fuccours. The new Scottijk 



Secretary of State, Lord Stormom% 
is of my opinion. He acknowledged 
in the Honfe of Lords laft Decent 
ber, on the debate refpe&tng Lord 
Carlifle*s Proclamation, "thatf/HS 
TREATY had nothing in view but 
advantages of a commercial inter* 
c*urfe % but that he could allure them* 
there was another treaty." How can 
the announcing this treaty then be * 
declaration of war ? It is exprefsr/ 
declared to be only ** traite d* a~ 
mitie et de commerce , deftine £ fem/ir 
de ba/e a la honne correspondence, mu T 
tuelle, and that fa Majefte* eft rejolut 
de cultwer la bonne intelligence fub~ 
fiftante entre la France et la Grande 
Bretagnd Is this a declaration of 
nvar again ft England ? Every man 
who reads it, muft laugh at the ab- 
furdity of the affertion. The reft of 
the refcript ftates, that " le Roi 
etoit determine a proteger efficaee*- 
ment la liberie legitime dm commerce 
de fes fujets." and that " les Ft ate 
Unis ont' conferee" la liber t6 de traker 
avec routes les nations fueleonaues fur 
le meme pied." Is it poffiWe that 
fuch a refcript ctmkl He held to be * 
Specific declaration of nvar tfcainft 
England? It is to be obfcftel that 
the Unhid States of North America. 
had a thtr time df thCrtfcript beed 
in full pofieffion of independency littfe 
fhort of two years. ; 

The Memoire JuftifeatiffixrmQM 
abundant evidence that the conduft 
of France ever fince the acta of the 
late French King's death has bee* 
hoftile, and that long before the de- 
claration of independence (hn ailifted 
the Americans with warlike ftores of 
every kind, in the moA public man- 
ner. Here then was juft ground of 
hoftility on the part of England* 
military fuccours given to thofe, 
whom the Bririih King had declared 
rebellions fubjedb. ~ The fubflance of 
the Memoire Juftifictoif would have 
compofed the materials of a formal 
declaration of war by Hariequift 
heralds, and if the London Gasutm 

had, 
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t*l, by a new effort, ;W4 only half 
f£e fra&, it woaH t have opened the 
cyee o£ aUEwope, 7 Why then the 
jidicaioas pretext of a commercial 
tre^y. wfcjert the proofs are muiti* 
plied of "^'attention cooftante et 
Jootennc de.IaCour de VerfaUles a 
noamr la &fcorde et /* guerre, $, 
37." The conduct of the Court of 
England has beep uniform through 
this w£ole ; reign, . to contemn amj 
opprefs tbair own fubjefts, and tame T 
ly t0 fabmit to, the infuits qf foreign 
powers, meanly to crouch to them, 
*nd fet the people of England at de* 
fence. Qn this plan every art of 
ilattery has been employe^ both to 
-France and §pain, till an open rup- 
ture became apparent, and then the 
JCourt in an equal indecent manner 
kafleped $0 thq other extreme. After 
wndeniabie evidence of the intenr 
jie$r of F ranee, corroborated by a 
Jong fucceflion of Jiaftile ads, why 
wre not the moft early and effectual 
preparations made ag ainft the certain 
Impending ftorra? Why was the 
J>cnch navy fuffered to increafe in 
» manner, noli K» rival, but furpafs 
ffeat rf England* With the prooft 
giteo it the Mnn$irt Juftificatif 
war huA been * juft a*d.necenary 
#wafnw. From the Duke of Graf- 
foe'e pole,, taken at the time by his 
Grace, and produced in the Houfe 
pf Pee*$ 00 the motion of Lord 
JBrifloJ, the 03d of April laft, it ap- 
peared that Lord Sandwich afferted 
** that no man was fit to be Firft 
JLord of the Admiralty who did not 
always fate ear* to haw a "«t cgual 
*o the fleets of France and Spain." 
That his Lordfhip did not take care 
t* hare fueh a fleet is highly crimi- 
nal, when it is recolkaed that the 
;m>ft fcrvilc of all Parliaments never 
refufed any thing alked by the moft 
prodigal of all Miriifters. The fad 
is, France ajone has the two laft 
ye^w fhewn herfelf fuperior to us on 
«or own element. This very year 
0he cojcnbiaed jleau chafcd the Eng* 



Uih Admirals, into our, own, ports* 
maintained for fome months the em* 
pixe of the Britifli Channel, ^ and 
Jpread terror even to the moll diftarft 
ihores of the Thames, Medway, and 
Humber. Yet the fame Firft Lord 
of the .Admiralty continues in power, 
under the generdUindignation^^ ? man- 
kind indeed, a$ he ^onfeffo in his 
fpeech publifced ijv ,hrmfelf> p. 7* 
but with the. declared protection, 
jnd great peribnal favour of h» 
fious .Sovereign* * . . 

. A fimilar declaration of the import* 
ancc of the naval force of this king- 
dom you hav£ given, the #ing in the 
Memaire Jujfificatif p. M, 4t lei 
forces maritimes opt fait dan^Y**/ 
Us jiecles la furett et laghire de fes 
etats," Have pur fafety and glory 
depended the two laft years on our v 
naval force? In the King^ foeech 
of Nov. zq 9 4777^ it is indeed faid, 
"I have thought if advifable to 
make a confiderabie augmentation 
to my naval fret, as well *o keep 
my kingdoms in a neftefi&bU ftatt of 
Jeeufity' % as to provide an adequate 
protection for tjie extenfive com- 
merce of my fubjefts," In the ty- 
moire Juftificatift p, 1 2, the King 
fays that he declared to his Parlia- 
ment, ** qu'il convenoit dans, U 
fituation acluelle des affaires, que 
U defence de T Angleterre f< treuvat 
dans un Hat refpe&able." The ex* 
preflion in French of k dt/tna J* 
trowv&t dans un Stat is perhaps not 
very cxaft, but I'wiih I' JngUttrr? 
were even now dans un etmt refpeft* 
able. I underftand a fate ef defence* 
and the defence &f a fate t hut, not 
quite fo clearly -defence fndimg itftff 
in a fate. Did the. inhabitants of 
Plymouth the laft autumn reft at 
home fecure and happy in the pro- 
teclion of the Britim navy, or did 
they in the moft daftardly manner 
run away, feared at the fpeftre of an 
invader ? Have the fhippingof King- 
fton on Hull, and other towns, been 
faved from the ravages of Paul 

Jones, 
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Jones, even in Cur owns harbours, 
In this glorious age of George IH.f 
Was the Ardent man of war fafe a!*| 
moil in Plymouth Sound ? _ TKiar 
neglect of the nayal force of this 
kingdom for our : tnternal defencq 
becomes matter of the deepeft guilt,, 
when we know to What a degree the 
brmy was reduced*, while the A>dmU 
hiftration pretended: in Parliament 
that our home defence 'was therr greki 
and primary objccV' From a letter 
of Lord* George Germain to , Si? 
William Howe, dated WMtehally 
Jtfay t%+ 1777* itadpears that " at 
the time the. augmentation failed 
from Europe, we* had' not & JingU 
mat r of j left in the tJJand, andi*/ cni >. 
hatf&liok of the ' regiment 'of, artillery 
in Great Britain? 9 ^rery lover of- 
his country moil look, with horror on 
the treachery of MihiAers in thu£ 
leaving, tts an eafy prey to our anci- 
ent enemies^ while the' great force 
if the nation was employed in th« 
Wad fcheme of eftabjimiftg arbitrary 
power in America; 

The Sovereigns of Europe Jiav* 
feldom been thus unguarded in their* 
j^anifefloes. It has been obferved 
that they are peculiarly attentive td 
their declarations in State Papers, 
and feldom fufFer any great inadver-; 
tencies to efcape. The French' 
<€ Expofe des Motifs" furnime* 
however a palpable inflance of neg- 
ligence. It is aflerted that *' la 
Cour de Londres faifoit dans fes 
Ports des preparatifs et des armemeiw 
qui ne pourroient avoir PAmerique 
pour objet." Such an a/Tertion is' 
fo be parallelled only with Monfieiir 
Gerard's declarations to the Con : 
grefs of the French King's love of 
liberty. They are abfolutely Words 
without a pretence to, meaning. 
Such, Sir, are your expreffions ' of 
*' les difpofitions paterneiles de leur 
Sbuverain legitime," p. zj. as to 
the Americans, and **" Fequite i 
toujours prefcrit les femimens et la 
canduit du Hei, et d/rudence mSm* 



cil le garand de fii ftneeriti et de fit 
msd€tm^n % p." 9," What a pitHt 
is that the feme line could not curt* 
nrin the King's pantgyriclc on bit 
own mods fly y as well as on his ptm* , 
dcme t /nicer ity t and mode-aria*? A% 
to the Virtue of equity* we mzy guHs 
at the royal idea of it, when: we re- 
collect that the King of Engbnd 1 * 
fenfe of equity mail be derived front 
Ms Lord Chancellor Tkurhva, be^ 
caufe he b declared to be the keeper 
of the King's conference. Thfc mf~ 
fofitkns ftiurnelln of the King COT 
MS American fubje&s, the who!e 
condaft of the war, and the Pnoda- 
BiatUms In his name, will lead ufc ta 
difcovcr. General BurgtFj ne. lately 
returned from the King'* do&t, in 
his Sovereign's name, and fey lux 
orders, in the Proclamation of June 
17;;, from the camp at Putnam 
Creek, talks of giving a Jtrhsb tv 
the fad tan firm, of txtcutfag the 
vengeance of the faff, cf the stiffen- 
geri $f wrath, efdt*vaj?afipn t famine* 
and t*vi ry coneom it a nt horror- Alritmg 
the various grievances complained 
of wish juiHce by General Biirgoyne, 
it is for prising that he mould omit 
the cruelty of Tm not being preferred 
with you tft a feat at the Board of 
Trade, for he too iiftied a cruel and 
Cmguintry Proclamation, as weU a* 
the Earl of Carlifle, and Willing 
Eden, Efq* another Lord of Trade, 
The Prodimatkin of the Earl of 
Carlifle, Sir Henry ' Clinton, and 
William Eden, Efi^. Oaober 13, 
1778, breathes a fpirir of rag* and 
even extermination; ft threatens 
the extremes of war, and every kind 
of dcfolation. It allmvs a maxim 
abfolutely incontinent with the law 
of nations, that Great Britain may p 
hyt^very means in herptiwcr t defblate 
and deftroy what ceifts to be her \n- 
terel! to pre (en c. 1 will venture m 
amrm, that no meaiWoFaay Prince 
now reigning has been rtet-tved with 

more 1 1 nirsif ituiign a:U n I haii th L< 

Prtfchinntion ro vl^i!r^% firrand 
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fword a Urge continent* loJl by op- 
preffion and tyranny, and uncon- 
querable by the force of arms. The 
Prefidcntfhip of the Board of Trade 
will not wipe away the llain, which 
the %ning fuch a Proclamation will 

10 Oilr lateft poftcrity fix on the name 
of Frederick Howard^ Earl of Car- 
Hile. Numberlefs atts of cruelty 
have been perpetrated in conformity 
to the threatened terrors of the two 
Proclamations, with circumstances 
cf uncommon barbarity , The an- 
fwer of the Congrefs to Lord Car- 

11 lie's Proclamation, by unanimmu 
tGitftxt, Oct. 30, 177S, is clear and 
ftrong. " The Congrefs deiirous, 
£nce they could not prevent, a: leaft 
<o alleviate, the calamities of war, 
have iludied to fpare thofe who were 
in arms agalnll them, and to lighten 
the chains of captivity, 

«■ The conduct of thofe fcrving 
under the King of Great Britain 
hath, with fome few exception^ 
been diametrically oppoilte. They 
Iiave laid wafte the open country, 
burned the defencelefs villages, and 
butchered the citizens of America. 
Their prifons have been the daugh- 
ter- houfes of her ibldiers, their mips 
cf her feamen, and the Ctyejc^ inju- 
ries have been aggravated by the 
grolTeft infult." 

1 will quit a fubjeel fo difgraccful 
to En glim honour and humanity , 
after Sating one remarkable fact 
from the '* Narrative of the capture 
and treatment of John Dodge by the 
Englilh at Detroit/* published by 
himfelf, American. Remembrancer, 
VoL S. p, 77. His Majefty's £<>- 
werttorj feem to have the fame idea 
of hb difpofitUm paitrntlUs towards 
the Americans, as his Qtntruh and 
Cvmmijfiontri * f ' G&virn&r Hamil- 
ton — ordered myfelf and two Ser- 
vants to be ready, at a moment's 
warning, to march under Captain 
Le Motte on a fcouting party with 
Indiana. I told him it was agalnft 
01/ inclination to take up arms 



again! my olsm £*eih and Mood, 
and much more fo, to go witfif 
favages to butcher and fcalp doy 
fencelefs women and children, tlja^ 
were not interested in the prefent dif- 

Eute. He faid it was not any of my 
^ ufmek whether they were intereifted 
in the difpme or not, and addejl, if 
you are not ready, when called fpj£ 
I will fix you. Lucky for me he wa$ 
(bon after called down the country, 
and fucceeded by Capuin Mount-, 
prefent as commander,, who ordered 
Le Motte to ikike my name ovLtsf 
his books ; but my fexvants, witU 
their j>ay, I loft entirely. The party 
offavages under Le Motte w«nt oo$ 
nvitb orders not to /pare man, woman M 
or child. To this cruel mandate efvepc . 
fomt of the /adages madt an objection, 
rtf peeling the butchering the wamtm 
and children j put racy wert told the 
children would makt/oldiers, and ih$ 
women su/aujd, beep up the flock" 

In the fiitf page of the Memoir* 
^ufll/cati/yon mention die King of 
Great Britain's being obliged to em- 
ploy ** le^ forces que Pica et Jon 
peuple lui out confiees." The ex- 
>reffion is unlucky, for it inftantly 
rings to our recollection the ftate of 
reland, ic was imprudent to re- 
mind all Europe, that a neighbour- 
ing kingdom have with fpint taken 
their defence into their own hands, 
and that his people of, Ireland will not 
leave their Sovereign the naming of 
a fingle officer to an army of 20,000 
men. In their ijland we mail hear 
of more than one mairofs, more than 
one battalion of the regiment of drtil- : 
lery, commanded by natives, brave 
officers as any in the Pruffian fervice, 
and chofen by men determined to be 
free. v . 

An unguarded expreffion even in 
a folemn Memorial may be pardoned, 
but no apology can be made for 4 
deliberate ajfertion unfounded ia 
truth- Vou aflert, p. 3. " Colonic^ 
i\ngloifes, qui ne fondoient leur in- 
dependance prettniut que fur la har- 

diefft 
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diefffe de leur revolt*.!* Is.it pof- 
ftfele, Sir t that you mould not have 
read the '* Declaration by the Re- 
prefentativej of the United States of 
America in Congrefs atfembled," 
the famous Declaration of Indepen* 
denre of the memorable fourth of July, 
1776? In ihix btelaratim a number 
of reafons are given, and facts irate d, 
on which they founded their claim of 
independence* Among many others 
they mention* ** for tmp&jirtg taxes 
pn » j wt&fftti vur confetti * for depriv* 
i#g Hi t itt many cafes t of the benefits 
ef trtal by jury, for traufporting us 
beyond feas to be tried for pretended 
offences, for abolilhing the free fyf- 
tem of English laws in a neighbour* 
mg province t eftabltming therein an 
ar bleary government, and enlarg- 
ing its boundaries, fo as to render it 
at once an example and fit instru- 
ment for introducing the fame abft>- 
lute rule into thefe colonics, for 
taking away our charters, aboiimmg 
our moft valuable laws* and altering 
fundamentally the forms of our go- 
vernment!, ror fitfpending our own 
kgiflatures, and declaring them- 
felves inverted with power to legislate 
for us in all cafes whatfoever, &c. 
&c, &c/' Now I aflt if thefe funda- 
mental principles, or this foundation 
is merely " la bardie fle de leur re- 
volte/* without an attempt at argu- 
ment , or reafoning deduced from a 
long chain of eftablifhed facls ? It is 
much eafier to perfuade the King of 
Great Britain, after the example of 
hb Scottiin Attorney- General, to 
call Dr. Franklin un agwt tentbreux^ 
and Hancock and Adams chefs auda- 
eitux et itim'meh t page 3. than to 
unfwer the Mamfeft&c* and Appeals of 
the North- Americans, 

I have now, Sir, finished tht irk- 
fame taflc of examining and o&ferqs- 
irtg upon your Memnire JujUficatef 
You will acknowledge that I have 
proceeded no lefs than yourfelf jam 
<r&ime ft font ftatitrit* P* l. In 
the projmrf*, wh?' com pa (Hon have 

Vot. IX. 



I felt for you, wKeo I refleded ou, 
the many weary hours it has coft 
your learned leifure* I ftiN more 
commiferated you for thefe keen re- 
proaches of confeience, which you 
mud have fuffered in an attempt to 
jufHfy the proceedings of an Ad mi* 
niitration, which fo lately as a man 
ef bomur you reprobated. But per- 
haps the talk was commanded by a 
tafk-mafter more cruel than thofc of 
Egypt ? Or was ir undertaken to di- 
vert your attention from the promif- 
ed fecond volume of your * * Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire ?*' Such a fubjeel mult prefs 
with full force on your mind in the pre- 
fent moment, as to this lately Aourifh- 
i n g em pi re . You might poffi bly wi th 
great prudence prefer a period prior 
to the lofs of thirteen powerful colo- 
nies, and fome rich fugar iftands. It 
would at once foot lie your own mind, 
and gratify the cabai by the fpecious 
and glaring colouring of your elo- 
quence, but alas ! how unavailing 1 
Are we indeed fecure of the return of 
the allegiance of any one of the lately 
revolted provinces, after all our ef- 
fort s ? The bou nda rie v o f th i $ e mpi r*% 
foglorioufiy extended by our excel It.- tit 
Trajan, George II. even under hi* 
immediate fuccefTor* on <veiy fide 
recede. The neighbouring Bland of 
our Sicily renounces the yoke, and 
fecms ripe for revolt* By the wedt- 
neh of the King's Councils, and 
intelline difcord, the State ts maken 
and convulfed to its center* The 
firit Prince of the Brunfwick line war 
filled fortunate* like the fecond of 
the Ca?fars. In the acclamations to 
all the fucceeding Emperors of Tra- 
jan, the formulary vow was folicier 
Auguftui meihr Trtrjano* An 'Eng- 
lifhman would wilh his Sovereign 
more foreman than the firft George, 
matt excellent than the fecond. The 
p relent reigning Prince with all the 
virtues of eguitj t prudent e t /tncsrify^ 
and madcrath*) muft be acknow- 
ledged urtfortxrtaft. In his reign we 
C iiave 
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Ijavc already to lament .^Ht narrow 
cpntra^cd Hinlu^ana axju&.dtdint 
<$1^ r mtm^T^jitx^ May heaven 
Meet .the ..Am. wkkn jfcems to 
threaten even the diuojution of our 
ftttej, fcarceiy to leave i. wreck aftej 
die. mighty fail of a .potent empire 
under the modern Augpftului /, 

'ATtv. 35/ 1779/ - 

1 11 1 1 . — « - ..■■ 1 ■ » , p 

( .' Fijb-Kill/8*}^ **• . . 

Si* Speech qfty/Mxcelb*& tietty- 
«wr»«ry /» *£* .j^^/wv. a/ r£*\ 
ffenhg rf tie SqgiM, ?n ki9gfiom % 

en Monday thtZiihcfAuguft, <was 
in tie fW9rJif$Rcwing t <w*. 
Oqntlemen of the Senate and 
AAenibly, * : \ !, . 

The meeting of jthe Lepiladie 
intended £0 have been ^ela agree- 
able to their laft adjournment, hav T 
ing been prevented by, feverar of the 
members taking; the field -with the 
militia, the ", hufineft of, the fefflqn 
thereby remained unfinflhed ; this, 
with the importance of 1 ieveral other 
matters I have now to lay before you, 
induced me to convene you at t&is 
early feafon, with a view tio your dif- 
patcbing thofe partv which require 
your immediate attention, and fix- 
ing by" your own adjournment, fuch 
futiixA day as you rihall iudge moft 
convenient for compkating what 
may be fafely deferred^ , \ : 

With refpe& to the general con r 
diuon-pf the State, it is my duty to 
inform you, that, the enemy, frus- 
trated in their late attempts to pene- 
trate into the more interior parts of 
2^, and increafmg in barbarity as 
they dirnuufh in Arength, have, with, 
circuroftances of extreme cruelty.; 
laid wafjfee a confiderable part of 
"Weft-Chefter county j which, from 
its. iituation/ mud unavoidably-. be 
expofed to the ravages of an enemy, 
who have the command of the wa- 
ters, by which it is nearly encom- 
pafled. ■* .:-'■', ''-'- -■ 

. Such part of the levies, deftinecj 
for the protection of the northern 
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anil wfetti. 
have been fc v ^ 

gilitia, in a ereat meafure to airoro 
curity to the diiFerent fenlements^ 
which (if we except the iiiierruptiojt 
of the.eneihy at Mini&nk, at a, time 
when the guards^ who had oeen fta* 
tjpne^ ^here, were wfiMrawn to. 
affift-xn offenftve operations) have,, 
fir tie, rocul part remained difturbed; 
and have no reafon to hope, for thq 
movements of our weftern armks, 
tjiat the inhabitants will not only 
e r njoy tranquility in future, but thai; 
juft vengeance will be taken on thei$ 
lavage enemy. * .,. : - : > r ' 

GentUmen 9 . r M — ;-. \ n- 
Itb wi&.pleafure I opferve, that 
£y the affiduity of the courts. of 
jiuftice, robberies, and other offences 
igainft the public peace? notwith- 
(tending the infidipiii 'su*ts- of out 

Seinies to encourage A em xtailyi . 
come lefs frequent* d ;. ' ~ r .'~-: '. 

I am forry at the fame time to hx^ 
form /you,"' that neither the.juftic^ 
hoi forbearance manifested in your 
late resolutions, relative to the dift 
affecied fjibjeib hu die north-eaflern; 
counties of this State, nor the mea> 
fures- which the Gong^fs have yet 
thought fit to adbpt^ have in any 
degree tended $0 quiet- the dlitnri 
bances in that par^pfihe State; The 
papers which I mail (eave with you, 
will convey every neceffary informat- 
ion on that head, an^ evince the 
•neceflity of .your taking immediate 
^nd decifive fteps, for the reftoratioa 
pf order and good government, m>4 
the protection Of the faithful fubjedf 
of the State in' thofe counties* 

< Genttemen of tfae t fkteU. mud 
' * AJfemhly^ ,^'. •../.. -. ■:} 

■ I now; alfo fubrnit to yonx confi- 
deration, a letter from ms Excellent* 
cy General Waflringto«» dated the 
azd day of May laft, a*d fundry r^- 
iblutions of Congrefs, -tran6nitted 
pre inthe recefs of the JLegilkture. 
particularly xefpedling the clothing 
and recruiting the Continental regx- 
\- : v . t . ments, 
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ments, an^ for- tte -defraying the 
ejcpef|ees* pf tjie current year, and 
luppbrtirig the/ cre^t'qf the paper- 
moueyv As ike inlUhnents of many 
of the men wilt 5#JP*f$ * n the courtt 
*f ritw; enfuinjj winter, *he fupplying 
their place Will merit your early at- 
tention; .•• Tke, evils wiiich we ex- 
perience from the continued depre^ 
ciation of our currency, the en^ 
couragement the .enjRjnv derive from 
this cvcumftance> and the danger 
whicK migjtf attend the total lofs of 
its credit, render/ it a fubjeft of the 
^gjk importance, and are alone fum> 
cient to recommend it to your ferious 
deliberation. While the fenfe that 
your conftituents exprefs of the ne- 
ceffity of aj>plyin£ fome fuitable re- 
medy to this growing evil, give you 
t^ftrougeft aJTujanGes of their acr 
quiefcence, in any plan, which their 
copflitarional reprefentatiyes, on a 
full ajnd impartial review of the ge- 
neral interell/ as well as the relative 
juration of die State, (hall think pro- 
per to adojgt. 

Oemtlemtw of the Ifgijktnru 
. iihfail, from time to time, during 
*£fie leflion, digeft and communicate 
to you ruoh other maflt&s, as fhal^ 
appear to me to require your atten- 
tion. It is under Divine providence, 
on the wifdom and unanimity of the 
Councils of America, at this juncture, 
tjpat hej: happineft depends ; and I 
ka^e a confidence, that the fauie 
zeal to proxhote tfy^ common caufo, 
for wiich-the $tate hath ^itherto been 
dj|ttnguiihed^ will be* equally con- 
spicuous in, your de liberations. 

Geo, Clxktoh-. 
. Kixgfian* jfug. 24, 1779. 

£cftn t July 31. 
PnoeEiDiNcsW"/^ Com vent to?*, 
itgun and held at Cantard in the 
Cwntj of Mitldhfixt in and for 
.if» State of Majfechmft? * Bay, en 
the i^tb of July, 1779* far the 
purpitft vf tarry in* mto tjffel theft' 
tteraf iitt4r*Jf**g*nd important m$m- 
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fures rtemmended if CoifGHEfls, 

to the inhabitants if the U kit 10 
States, in rkrir Ute Vfift, fea* 
finable* and arJ matin* AuuftESS. 
A large number of tKe Delegate? 
being me£ on * motion made (pre- 
vious to the choke of a PrdidentJ 
the Rev, Mr- Ripley, of Concord, 
attended, and opened the Coven don 
with grayer. 

After which > on a motion made, 
three o'clock, P. M'. was affigned fi?r 
the choice of a Prefident. 

Then adjourned to that time. 
* Three o^clock, met according %p 
adjournment. 

' A Committee being appointed to 
receive and fort the votes for a Prefi- 
derit, the Hon, Azor Orne, Efcj. 
of Marblehead, was chofen by a very 
great majority; and Mr, Samuel 
jRuggles, of Bofton, was appointed 
Secretary. 

On a motion made and feconded, 
a Committee of one from each county 
was appointed to receive the nam$s 
and qualifications of the Delegates, 
for each town in his county, and lay 
the fame on the table ; who reported 
the following lift, which was voted 
fatisfactory, viz. r K 

County of Suffolk. 
Bofton, Mr. Thomas Walley, Mr. 
Samuel Ruggtes, Mr. Amas Da- 
vis, Ellis Gray, Efq. Mr. Stephen 
Higginfon*, Samuel Barret, Efq* 
Mr. John Ballard. 
Roxbury, Mr. Jonathan Patten, Mr. . 

Joseph Ruggles, Mr. Noah Davis, 
"Porchefter, Mr.Philip Wittington* 
Milton, Mr. Allen Crocker. 
Bfairitree ? Mr, Nathaniel Wales. 
Dedham, Capt. Jofeph Guild, Mr- 
'" David Fuller. * . ' 

Brookline; Capt. John Ooddard. 
Stoughton, CoL Pope. 
Stoughtonham, ' D- Elijah Hewins. 
Weymouth, Kir. Daniel Blanchard* 
Hingham, Dr. Thomas Thayer, 

Mr. Charles Cuflifng. 
Walpole, Mr. Seth Clap. ' * 
tytetfield,' Mr. John Fiffier. -* 
* Q $ 'BeUinrhanr, 
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B«llingham, Mr. Jabez Metcalf. 
Wrcntham^Wr. Elias Bacon. 
Francklin, Mr. Nathan Mann. 
Roxborough, Mr. Jofeph Everett. 

County ef EJex. 
Marblehead, Hon. Azor Orne, Efq. 

Mr. Burrel Devereux. 
Newbury-Port, Mr. John Bjpmfield, 

Captain Michael" Hodge, Major 

Enoch Titcomb. 
tfcanvers, Mr. Archelaus Dale. 
, Andover, Mr. Jofhua Hodge, Sam, 

Ofgood, Efq. 
Haverbill, Brigadier Gen. Brecket. 
Salifbury, Mr. Jonathan Evens. 
Bradford, Capt,' Dudley Charlton. 
Lynn, Mr. Samuel Burrell. 
Boxford, Capt. John Robbinfon. 
Rowley, Thomas Mighil, Efq. 
Ipfwich, Mr. Nathan Fofter. 
Beverly, 'Mr. George Cabbott, Mr. 

Jofeph' Wood; 
Topsfield, Mr, Abraham Hobbs*, 

Mr. Daniel Perkins. 

.County of Mid£l$fex. 
Charleftown, Nath. Gorham, Efq. 

Mr. David Wood, jun, 
Cambridge, Abraham Watfon, Efq, 

Thomas Farrington, Efq. 
Medford, Mr. Step. Hall, tertius. 
Woburn, Mr. Samuel Thompfon. * 
Newton, Captain Jonas Stone, M|u 

John Woodward, 
Weflon, Mr. Nathan flobbs, Mr. 

iofiah Biglelow, Mr. Oliver Ban. 
ex 1 . 
Chelmsford, Oliver Barron, Ef<b 

Mr* Samuel Stevens, Mr. Jofian 

Hodgman. 
Lernihgton, Mr. Matthew Meads, 

Mr, Thpdeus Parker, Mr. Joel 

Vales, 
Waltham, Capt. Abraham Peirce, 

Mr. Samuel Sterns, Mr. ifaai 

H?ger. 
Watertown, Mr. Richard Clark, 

Mr. Jed. Leathe* ' . 
Marlborough, Edward Barnes, Efq, 

Mr. Benjamin Sawin. 
Littleton, Mr. Matthew Brooks, 
Bedford, Mr. John Marriam.- . 
A&on, Capt. Jofeph Robbins, MK 

Soth Brooks, Mr. Thomas N<^es, 



Shirley, ltfr. John Hale* :' 

Framingham, Mr. Daniel Sanger, 

Capt. Simeon Edgill. 
Belerica, Captain Jofiah Bowers, 

Captain Jonas Stickney. 
Stow, Mr. John Eames, Mr. Noah 

Gates. 
Hollifton, Mr. Jofeph Biglelow> 
Maiden, Benjamin Blaney, Efq. 
Sherburne, Mr. Jedediah Phipps. ' 
Townfhend, Mr. James Lock. 
Reading, Mr. Abraham Fofter. * 
Natick, Mr. Abel Perrey. 
Afhby,, Mr. Ifaac Gregory. 
Wilmington, Timothy Walker, Efq. 
.Stencham, Mr. John Geary. 
Tewkfbury, Mr. Eira Kendall. 
"Weftford, Mr. Jonas Proclor, Mr. 

Jofiah IJoynton, |£ r< Samuel 

Wright. 
."Sudbury, William Baldwin, Efq. 

Mr. Samuel Puffer. 
Dunftable, Mr. Oliver Cummins. 
Peppered, William Prefcott, Efq.; 
Concord, John Ctarajnings, Efqv 

Jonas Haywood, Efq. James BarV 

ret, Efq. Jonas Butterick, Efcj. 

Ej&raim Wood, Efq. Captain 

David Brown, Mr. ^fiah JMer- 

riam. " J 

Groton, James Prefcott, Efq. Jofiak 

Sartell, Efq. 
Lincoln, Captain Samuel Farrar, 

Abijah Peirce, Efq. 

County of Hamffbir*. ■ ' [ 
Southampton, Mr. Jonathan Chrk r 
Murrayfield, Mr. Enoch Sheppard. - 
Blanford, Mr. Juftus Afhmun. 
Granville, Mr.. Jofiah Harvey. ■ 
Aniherft, Mr. Eben. Mattcon, juni 

County of Cumberland. 
BrunfWick, Aaron Hinkley, Efir* ; 
Scarborough, Deacon Samuel Snmlfc 
North Yarmouth, Mr. John Hayes. 
New Qloucefter, Mr. Ifaac Parfons," 
'Gotham, Edmund Phihney, Efq. - 
Falmouth, Mr. Stephen Hali. 

{The preceding fix Gentlemen 
were chofen in a County Convention 
^reprefent the County.] '"'.*. "••" 

County of Plymouth* '•■ . 
PJymtttith, . Col. -Theop; Cotton,'. 

Mr. Eph. Spooner. 

Pridgewater, 
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BridgewateV, Capt. Jofeph Garnet, 

.- Capt. Nathan Mitchell. 

Hanover, Mr. Jofeph Ramfdell. 

Pembroke, Col. Jeremiah Hall. 

Scituate, William Turner, Efq. 

Abington, Col. David Jones. 

MarMeld, Capt. Thomas Water- 
man. 

Middleborough, Mr, Zeb. Sprout. 
County of BrtfioL 

"Dartmouth, Mr. Jireh Willis, Mr. 
Jonathan Tabor. 

Freetown, Mr. Jonathan Read. 

Swanzea, Mr. Ifrael Barney. 

Rehoboth, Mr. John Wheeler. 

Norton, William Holmes, Efq. 

Eaftown, Mr. Abiel Kingfley. 

Mansfield, Mr. Benjamin Bates. 
County of iVorcefter. 

Worcefter, Capt. David Biglelow, 
Mr. Jofeph Barber. 

Lancafter, Col. Jofeph Reed, Mr. 
Ebenezer Allen. 

Mendon, Captain John Tyler. 

Brookfield, Capt. John Wa;t. 

Oxford; Mr. Reuben Lamb. 

Sutton,. Deacon Willis Hall, Mr. 
Ebenezer Waters. 

Leicefter, Mr. Henry King, 

Ssericer/Afa Baldwin, Efq. 
akham, Capt. Jofeph Chaddock. 

Barre, Capt. Andrew Parker, Mr. 
Jofeph Farrar. 

New-Braintree, Mr. James Woods. 

Weftborough, Doclor James Hawes. 

Northborough, Mr. Gillam Bafs. 

Lunenburgh, Capt. Geo. Kimball. 

Uxbridge, Mr. Amariah Prefton. 

Harvard, < Capt. Rleazer HamHn. 

Bokon, Mr. Ephraim Fairbanks, 
Capt. David Nufs. - 

Upton, Capt. Thomas M. Baker. 

t&rdwick, General Jonathaa War- 
ner. ■ ' 

Holden, Major Francis WHfon. 

l^eftem, Col. Tames Stone. 

ponthf, Mr. Williami)udley. 

Grafton, Mr* Ephraim Shearman. 

Peteriham, Col. Ephndm Doolittle. 

Wetonififter, Ctkpt. Noah Miles, 

Prxncetown, Mr. Thomas Parker. 

AiMrarfeham, Mr. Nathaniel Harris. 

"Wimberdon, Dr. Ifrael Whitters. 



-Nietthbridge, Mr. William Park. 
Fiehburgh,, Dr.* Jofeph Goodrich. ' 
' On a motion made and feconded, 
voted, that the addxefs of Congfefs 
be read. 

, After fome time fpent in general 
converfation on the addrefs— & Com- 
mittee was appointed from the feve- 
ral counties to take up the fubjeft at 
large, and report. 

The Committee having reported, 

The "following refolves, arrange- 
ments and addrefs, were, after the 
fulleft and moil candid, difcuffion, 
unanimoafty agreed to. 

The Delegates from the feveral 
towns afore-mentioned, being con* 
vened in confluence of an applica- 
tion from the inhabitants of the town 
of Bofton, to take into confideration 
the prefent diftreued fituatioa of th* 
people at large, and particularly the 
exceffive high prices of evtty article 
of confumption, and by tracing to 
their caufes thofe evils, to difcover 
and' point out the fafeft and belt re- 
medies — have carefully attended that 
duty, and have determined upon tHfe 
following refolutions, calculated as 
"they conceive, to arifwer the defired 
end, and founded on fuch 'principles 
as muft make their operation equit- 
able and eafy. 

I. Refolved unanimously, as our 
opinion, that from and after tfte 
tenth day of'Auguft next,' the fol- 
lowing articles of merchandize and 
country produce, be not fold at a 
higher price than is hereafter affixed 
to them, viz. 

Weft India rum, jl. 5s. per htid. 
5I. 15s. 6d. per barrel, 61. 6s. per 
gallon. ; 

New England rum, 4!. per hhd. 
^1. per barrel, 4I. 16s. per gallon.' 

Molafles, 3I. izs. perhhd, 3I. 19s. 
per barrel, ^1. 7s. per gallon; 

Coffee, 15s. per hhd. 16s. $i. 
barrel, 189. per lb. : 

Brown fugar, 50I. perhhd. 65I. 
Tper cwr. US.—14S. per lb. ; f 

Chocolate, 20s. per lb. per box 1 , 
22s. per doz. 24s. per lb. 

Bohea 
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Boheatea, 4!. 16s. per cUft, cL 
6s- perdoz. el. 16s. per lb. 

Cotton, il. is, per lb* per bag, 
33s* per doz. 36s. per lb. 

German' fteel, 3s, per cwt. 33s* 
per bar, 36s. per finale pound. 

Salt, beft quality, 9I. per buftiel, 
by the fingle bufhei or larger quan- 

Indian corn, 4 10 o 1 

Rye, 600 Vper bumel. 

Wheat, 9 o o ) 

Beef, till 1 ft September, 6s. per 
lb- after that 5s. per lb* per lot, or 
fi&all quantity. 

Mutton, 43. per lb. 

Lamb, 4s. per lb* 

Veal, ^s. per lb. 

Foreign beef* 60I* per barrel, con- 
taining two cwt. 

Ditto pork, 70I. 

Butter, 12s. per lb, 

Cbeefe, 6s. per lb. 

Milk, 25. 6d. mBofton. 

Hay, 40s. per cwt* in Bofton, and 
Other feapcrts in the ufual propor- 
tion* 

Bloomcry iron, 30I. per Cwt. 

Country pork, as it is not the fea- 
fon for it, to be regulated at the next 
Convention in October* 
" N. B. The above to be confidered 
35 the highefl prices, at which pro- 
duce ancf merchandize* of the beft 
quality are to be fold in the feaporta, 
free from all charge*- except hay and 
milk, which are to be reckoned as tie 
prices in Boflon only. 

2* Refolved, That if any perfon 
or perfons, in town or country, fhall, 
under any pretence whatever, de- 
mand or take more' for any of the 
above articles, than is allowed there- 
for by the foregoing refolvc, he or 
they to all be" deemed as enemies to 
this country, and treated as fuch. 
And in order that the conduft of all 
fuch per fori s may be, fully known to 
the good people of this State, it fi 
Twreby recommended to the Com- 
mittee of Correlpaadeuce, and where 



there is no fuch Committee, to the 

Selectmen of any town or plantation, 
where any fuch perfon or perfons 
dwell, to publilh his or their names ' 
in one of the public news-papers 
printed in this State. 

3. Refolded, That for the more 
effectually carrying into execution 
the foregoing refclvcs, it be ilrimgiy 
recommended to the Committee of 
Correfpondence of any town or plan- 
tation, and where there is no fuch 
Committee, the Selectmen of fuch 
town or plantation, where a breach 
of faid resolution* may be made, by 
any perfon who is not an inhabitant 
of their town, that they immediately 
apprehend the perfon fo offending, 
and 1 him detain until his name and 
place of abode can be afcenained, in 
order that a return thereof, with a 
proof of his offence, may be made to 
the inhabitants of the town to which 
he belongs, that he may be dealt 
with according to his demerit. 

4. Refolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the inhabitants of the trad- 
ing towns to e/timattf the prices of 
European manufactures in an average 
proportion with the articles of Weft- 
India produce, as regulated bv this 
Convention, and any pofieltor of 
thofe goods, who refufes to comply 
with fuch regulations, to deal with 
as an enemy td his country. 

5. Refolved, That the inhabitants 
of the feveral towns in this State be 
defired to regulate the prices of inn- 
holders, their own labour, teaming, 
manufactures, and other articles, in 
proportion to the rates of the neceiTa- 
ries of life, as lUted in the above re- 
gulations, to keep a watchful eve over 
each other, that no evaftonor in fringe- 
men l of thefe refolutions may efcape 
notice— and to enter into fuch other 
regulations as they may think necef- 
faryi to carry into effect the doings 
of this Convention. 

6. Refolved, That the buying and 
felling filver and gold, and the de- 
manding or receiving eitht r of them, 
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in, part or i^ ,whpje, for gooo 1 * oV 
ir$pts f> or in any way in trade what- 
e^yer, has been ope great caufe of pur 
nrefent evils; it is therefore moll 
earaeiily recommended tip the inha- 
bitants of ^he feveral towns ind plan- 
tations in this State, to adopt iiicfi 
feinted refolutions as. fliall prevent 
inch wicked and pernicious practices 
in future. , ^ . 

' 7. Refolved, That.as a gradual U 
far more (aft, eafy and equitable, 
dura a rapuj appreciation 0/ our cur- 
rency ; and as loaning and taxing are 
fie moftefi-e&ual methods of Dtoduc- 
ing fuck an appreciation, it it molt 
eameffiy cjefired by this Convention, 
that the inhabitants of this State 
would comply with the late requi- 
sition of the General Court, and lend 
to Government all the money they 
can poflibly fpare, and pay their taxes 
aiibon.as may be. 

, $. 'Whereas the clergy of this 
State, by their early attachment to 
j$e liberties of this country, and 
their cpn&ant exertions $0 promote 
its freedpm and happinefs, have ma* 
pifeffed a fpirit, which ought to en- 
dear them to the community. And 
jrhereas they have fufFered greatly by 
the high price to which the neceua- 
iica of life have rifen : 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to tHe fevefal parishes in this State, 
to make fuch provifion for the fup- 
port of their feveral Minifters as their 
Situation in life* and the abilities of 
jtheir parifhoners, entitle them to. 

a. Whereas the wifdom of our an- 
ce&prs directed them fn the infancy 
bLthis country to enacVlaws for the 
.cllablilhment of fchools in the feveral 
towns in this Government, from 
whence great public advantages have 
ariierJ. — And as no people can rea- 
iimably expect the lpng enjoyment of 
die rights of freemen, uolefs the edu- 
cation of youth is attended to and en- 
couraged : ' 

: id, Refolved, That it be earnestly 
xtcommended to the fevera! towns in 



this State, to tne utnibft of Uieiraft- ; 
Hues, to put in execution the gool 
and wnblefome laws which have been 
made from time to time for that ptuv' 
pofe: 

Refolved, ds bdr\opm!on, *WTat k\ 
Will be expedient that a Convention 
ojf Delegates from the (Several town* 
in this State, be aflembled at Con* 
cord, on the firrt WeHbeflay ofOci 
tober next, to take into confederation 
the prices of merchandize and coun- 
try produce, and to make fuch regu- 
lations and reductions therein, as the . 
public good may require. The good 
people of this State are therefore ear- 
neftly exhorted to make choice of Aut- 1 
dble perfons for that purpofe. , 

1 i. Refolved, That the Delegates 
from the town of Bofton, in this Con- 
vention, be a Committee, to procure 
the printing the refolves and regulav 
tions of this body, and their aodrefs 
to the people, and to tranfmit copies 
thereof to every town and plantation, 
in this State, tor. their confederation" 
and adoption ; and the inhabitants of 
(aid towns and plantations are de- 
fired as foon as pofTible, after the re- 
ceipt of fuch copies, to a£i upon the 
fame and enter into fuch mta/urcs as 
they may think neceflkry to give 
force and to carry into effefil, the laid 
refolves and regulations ; and to make 
return of their doings to the faid 
Committee, at B oft on, who are de- 
fired to caufe all fuch returns to be 
printed in the news- papers, that the' 
good people of this State may be pre- 
pared t9 confern^ tbemfil<ves tbtreto^ on 
the day fct for theie regulations to 
take place, and to make application 
to the General Court for the payment 
of the expertces. 

.12. Refolved, /that \ Kathaniel 
Gorham, Ef^» Elris XSray, Efq. and 
Mr. Stephen Higginfon, be a Com- 
mittee to write to the other New- 
England States, and to the S fates of 
New- York, New-Jerfey, andPenn* 
fylvania, to communicate the pro* 
ceedings of this Convention, and de* 

lire 
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fire-thtir concarrepee therewith ; and 
tp requcft them to tranfmk an ac- 
count of their proceedings , to faid 
Committee. 

13. Rcfolved, as our opinion, That 
the, wtamnmify and hot ktrfy love* with 
which the bufinefsof this Convention 
lias been conducted, afford us the 
cleareft evidence, that the jea/oujfy and 
mifafprehi^fion which have of late been 
discovered between the feaport and 
the country towns, have principally 
surifen from the wicked and malevo- 
lent reports* induftrioufly circulated 
by our internal enemies, the Tories 
and monopolizers, who feek equally 
the deduction of both. 

Done in Convention at Concord, 
in the State of MaiTachufeus Bay by 
unanimous confent, July 17th, Anno 
Domini, 1779. 

Azor Ornk, Prelident. 
Atteft. Samuel Rugcles, Sec. 

An ADDRESS 

To the Inhabitants of the State of 
Majfachufests Bay* 
Friends and countrymen, 

In obedience to the ferious call of 
Congrefs, and you our ccnfHtuents, 
we have aflembled in Convention, to 
confider the alarming (late of our 
public affairs, to examine the diffi- 
culties and dangers we are involved 
in, and which threaten us with im- 
mediate deftruclion. 

With that attention which fo im- 
portant a bufinefs defervxs, we have 
endeavoured to/inveftigate thecaufes 
of our diftrefs, and to difcover the 
bed method by which they may be 
removed. — We cannot but lament 
that we find our fituation as critical as 
our fears had fuggefted, though we 
arc happy in ohferving that fafety is 
yet, under fruVidence, within our 
reach, and our fecurity may be eafily 
eftablifhed. 

In tracing the evils we fo fenfibly 
feel, we are led to one fource, the 
evufiant depreciation of our currency — 
to render this of valut tnerefere, and 



togivs it liability, is the object of our 
purfuu; to ob twin it, we have form- 
ed fueh arrangements of the prices of 
the neceflary articles of ton fum prion, 
and commerce, a^ has that im mediate 
tendency.— We flatter ourklves that 
it will be permanent, as it is calcu- 
lated fo equally to efleft the different 
imcrefU of the community, that no 
dafi of men can be induced to coun- 
teract or evade it ; and every practice 
oppofed (o it mufl be conddercd as 
anting from a difpofition truJy ini* 
mlcal to the good of this country — 
We are at the fame time fully aware 
of the extreme difficulty of conducV 
ing reflations of thU kind> fo as 
that every individual mail think hi* 
particular intcrcil fuffkientJy attend- 
ed to : this ftep, however, u nut the 
only one to relieve m ; we expect 
from loaning and taxation » greater 
benefits than can pofiibfy be produced 
by any llipulayon— as Loan 1 kg and 
Taxation mufl bring money into 
greater demand, they will, if pnr- 
Fued, reduce the articles of faje to a 
ftill lower rate than that at which we 
have fet them. The lift of prices 
(erves only to aflure you of the higheft 
point to which any thing may rife ; 
and we cannot conceive it poffible 
that the comparative value of all 
kinds of property to money, mould 
continue fo high as it now n, when, 
betide the large flock on hand of fo- 
reign Importation and country pro- 
duce, we have the pleafing profpeft, 
from the fuccefs of our navigation, 
and the uncommon goodnefs of the 
leafo&s of a Hi! J larger quantity. — 
It has been a general "belief among 
us, that one great caufe of deprccia* 
tjon in our money, was the executive 
quantity Congref* have been obliged 
»o emit; thi* is, no doubt, true* 
and may* probably, account for one 
third of the fall of money ; in what- 
ever degree this caufe may have ope- 
rated, *e think it will be eaiily 
brought back to the it age where ihar 
left it, as ir.ore money will be called 

out 
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fe^Jrf*iixuIatioajrf»mii-thfi extraordi- 
naiy amona* of fuch eaniifion : this, 
therefore, is v an evil eafijy removed : 
but we corifider aoother caufe of the 
rapid finking t 6f our *noney, and that, 
tfe moil powerful and dangerous ta 
be a want of confidence in it, which . 
has occafioned fuch a quick circula- 
tion, as-can be Accounted for on no 
otherprinap}e f -than the idea of the 
poffeflor,, .that he foffers while the 
money reft* in -his hands ; thus* the 
parcha&r is actuated/ by a view to 
get rid of his ononey, rather than 
procure a commodity he wants : 
convinced of the truth of this, .we 
think it evident the money paifts 
from one to another, twice as often 
■as it would do, were its value cer- 
tain at any given rate; and there- 
fore muft be confidered in the fame 
figfet as if we had double the quan- 
tity of current money, whofe value 
did not Men, — This treatment of 
our paper medium, however unnatu- 
-rai and unwarrantable in a people, 
whole exiftence, as fuch, depends on 
its fcpport, yet it is not to be won- 
dered at, when we remark, that the 
diffidence, in a fmall degree, arifing 
from the firft natural depreciation, is 
firice fo improved and praftifed upon 
by a 4et of jobbers, harpies, and 
foreftallers, as to become a fcience : 
thefe people, -from their refinements 
in iharping, have an advantage over 
the community, which-enables them 
to prey on the vkals of it > by accu- 
mulating immenie wealth, at the 
expence of the public -credit, while 
they fport with and deride its dif- • 
treffes-; to add, ifpoffible,. to their 
enormities, they have occafioned a 
diftruli between the two moil import- 
ant interests of the State, which* 
Itadit been founded on any thing- 
but the incorrigible wickednefs of 
theie wretches, muft have been at- 
tended with the moil fatal confe- . 
quinces to both— the fair merchant - 
a*id 4ioftefl: farmer, efpecially thofc 
Situated at a diftance .. irom ,each 
Vol. IX. . ... , 



other, hf Jiaving little or. no com- 
munication, except through fuch 
vile hands, have, been equally mif- 
reprefented> and equally mifunder- 
ftopd ; thofe who go between them, 
have .confidered their private gain as 
incompatible with the harmony and 
union which ^oth wifhed to fupport, 
and have therefore given every co- 
lour tQ jealoufy, their ingenuity 
qould devife* — Our internal ene- 
mies, whofe eagle-eyes are ever on 
the watch, have beheld with plea- 
sure, this growing diflruft, and fen- 
fibk their wifhes for our overthrow, 
could never be accomplifhed but by 
a difunion, have endeavoured to 
cherifii it with the affic-uous induftry 
which might be expected from dis- 
appointed malice and unavailing re- 
fentments : to prevent any further 
-mifchiefs from thefe flagitious of- 
fenders, who are ever abufing the 
lenity of a free and generous people^ 
you will attend to the meafurcs we 
.have now taken, and we truft readily 
and chearfully carry into effect, any 
future proyifion that may be made 
againft fuch deteftable practices. — As 
we are perfuaded that the fluctuation 
of our money, either directly or re- 
motely, is the principal caufe of our 
prefent calamities : fo, in the hands 
of every bad man, it is the ready in- 
ftrument with which he can injure 
us — A liability in the currency, 
therefore, in this inftance, would be 
a privation of the means to do evil. 

We are fenfible the exchange of 
filver and gold for paper, or any 
kind of commodity, has amoftperni- 
cious.effect on our medium, as it leads 
every man in the courfe of luYbufi- 
nefs, to make comparifons and draw 
conclufions unjuft as they are unfa- 
vourable— r-the comparative value of 
filver and gold can De no rule for the 
prkes of any thing elfe, is filver and 
gold mighf be much more or Iefs 
wanted than other articles, and of 
courfe fo much dearer or cheaper / 

If it be aiked why we have fixed 
D the 
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the articles of consumption and 
commerce at fo high a rate, we an- 
fwer, that a fudden appreciation of 
money is not only more difficult, 
but would, in its operation, be pro- 
ductive of thofe infupportable evils 
which have attended its contrary 
courfe : it is, therefore, the opinion 
of this Convention, that it fhould be 
carried on by fuch juft arid eafy, 
though flow and certain gradations, 
as will, in their effects, be the leafl 
injurious to individuals.' We are 
the more induced to-this, as we ex- 
pect, before the meeting of a new 
Convention, fuch happy confequen- 
ces from loans and taxes will be ma- 
nifefted, as mull favour a further re- 
duction of prices. 

Beloved countrymen, we think 
ourfelves juftified in the prefump- 
tion, that the doings of this Con- 
vention will fo far approve them- 
felves to the common tenfe and un~ 
biafled judgment, of every order of 
men, that all will unitedly exert 
thernfelves to carry them into effect : 
poflefled with this belief, we fubmit 
them to you, with once more calling 
your attention to the moll important 
concerns, among which, the welfare 
of our brethren in the field claims 
an immediate regard. Conducted as 
you have been, by the favour of 
•Heaven, with honour and fuccefs, 
through the prefent conteft, to this 
day, and juft on the verge of efta- 
blifhing all for which you have con- 
tended, can you, for the fake of a 
little ideal wealth, expofe yourfelves 
to the power of thofe relentlefs inva- 
ders, with whom the untutored fa- 
vage would difdatn to rank himfelf ; 
and who, while they boaft their 
courage and humanity, are burning 
ypur defencelefs towns, and murder- 
ing their helplefs inhabitants ? 

We only add, that the perfect un- 
animity which has prevailed through 
all our proceedings, is a happy pre- 
fageof that union in our confhtu- 
ents, which alone can give efficacy 
t$ our naeafures. 



Done in Convtntion at Concord, > 
in the State of MafTachufetts Bay, 
by unanimous confent, July 17, 
1779. ; 

Azor Orne, Prefidcnt. n 

The bulinefs^ being compleat^d.,: 
the Rev. Mr. Ripley, by fpecial de- 
fire, returned thanks to Heayen, and 
the Convention was diflblvcd. 



From the Pennfybvania Pocket* 
To extend our views beyond the 
prefent moment, and have our mind* 
prepared for events which muft: foon- 
eror later take place, is a« prudent 
and neceflary as to attend to the 
circumftances of the prefent .hour. 
The conducting ef the war is, it is 
true, the object of our more imme- 
diate attention. But a peace mu& 
one day or other fucceed ; and k 
will depend altogether on the terras 
which fhall then be made, whether 
the lives which have been nobly fa- 
crificed, and the millions which have 
been generbufly expended, fhall en* 
fure future happinefs, freedom and 
fecwity to thefe States; In our firft 
negociations in Europe, we happily 
connected ourfelves with a power 
willing and determined to ftipulate 
equal, fafe and honourable terms. 
The Monarch of France has entitled 
himfelf to the character of the Pro- 
tector of the Rights of Mankind, not 
more by undertaking to defend A- 
m erica from Britifh oppreffion, than 
by laying the foundation in his treaty 
with her, for the deriving to every 
other power equal and reciprocal 
benefits. With refpect to Great-* 
Britain, a negociation will be more 
delicate and more dangerous. What- 
ever we fhall obtain* fhe will feem 
to lofe ; every confeifion on her part 
will affect the pride of that proudeft 
natron on earth. There are how- 
ever, fome points which cannot b« 
forgot in a treaty, but mult be moft 
explicitly fixed, otherwtfe indepen- 
dency will be but a name to us, and 
the fovereignty of thofe State* but a 
fhadow. Of thefe I ibail novr.men- 
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titia, tfre free right of fiAing on the 
barn^a of Newfoundland. The im- 
portance of this JUhcry is great. Our 
right to enjoy is and ought to be 
made inconte&ble. If there can 
be any fuppofed property in the fifties 
of the fea, or any right to the emo- 
luments of the ocean, that property 
and thofe rights muft be inverted in 
the inhabitants of America ; for 
thofe fifh fwim on our (bores, and 
that ocean wafhes our coafts. But 
ualefs we have that right exprefsly 
and nnambiguoufly declared in terms 
which can admit of no explanation, 
Britain will tell us hereafter that the 
difcovered and ufed that filhcry be- 
fore we were a people. She will 
proudly claim the dominion of the 
teas* and deny us that food and 
and thofe immenfe advantages which 
the God of Nature has annexed to 
this Continent. 

. The importance of this filhery is, 
in fome meafure, under flood ; but it 
is not eafy to obtain an adequate 
view of it. At this jnftant we feel 
the efie&s of that fhare which our 
brethren of New-England have en- 
joyed heretofore. It is with the men 
who ufed to fiih on the banks, that 
the trade and piracies of our enemy 
are fo much annoyed ; it is by them 
fo many captures are made, and daily 
carried into the Eaftern ports ; and 
it will be by their afliftance only that 
we can have the leaft folid foundation 
to hope for fecurity and peace to this 
country f It was from a forefight of 
this that the BrUifh Miniftry very 
. early in the. prefent conteft inter- 
dicted to the people of New-England 
the nfe of the Jifliery, . and not barely 
-from an impulfe of fnmeaning 
paffion, as fome have fuppofcd. The 
£(hing voyages are wort, and require 
many hands. A fmall fchooner, I 
am told, will carry out twelve to fif- 
teen. The employ makes the man 
hardy, fbong and active. Hence 
. we have an amazing nurfery of fea- 
mcaj.Ujcy acquire an idea of pro- 



perty and attachment to the country, 
pecaufe they are inttrefted by mares 
in the voyage, by which they are 
enabled to maintain families on fhore, 
and fpend considerable part of their 
time on ihore in curing their fiih. 
Thefe circumftances make them good 
citizens, and the reverfe of fallors 
employed in other voyages. 

With a long extended fea coaft, 
and in carrying on an extenfive com- 
merce and diftant voyages, a navy 
only, can make us refpeclable, and 
fafe, from infuhs and injuries. A 
navy may ^referve us in perpetual 
peace, and free from the horrors and - 
expences of frequent wars, better 
than any military force on fhore can 
do. Having no particular connec- 
tions with any one power, but allied 
and friendly to all on terms of reci- 
procity and mutual advantage, the 
only objed of the ambition of thefe 
States can be to render this country 
as free and happy as poffible. The 
ocean appears to be defigned by na- 
ture to bound our wants, and as a 
barrier againft all the world betides, 
A navy is the natural and only de- 
fence of that barrier, and the fifhe- 
ries raufi be the nurfery and fupport 
of that navy. 

Thofe powers of Europe, who 
have in latter times made the greateft 
figure at fea, have owed it greatly to- 
their fiweries. Holland, without 
having any thing from her lands tq 
export, has eftabiifhed herfelf as one 
of the moll important commer- 
cial powers in a great means by im- 
menfe fisheries. Britain, by inU 
proving her fijheries on her own 
coafts and in other parts, has long 
claimed to be miikras of the feas. 
France was later in attending to this 
great foarce of power and wealth, 
and could not conteft the pre-emi- 
nence of Britain on the waters till 
her fubjefts became fiihermen* Aft.- 
ter that, her contentions with Britain, 
on what was called Britain's own 
element* were refpec~Uble> 
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In fhort, whatever w* obtained - 
from the water, is as fa much clear 
gain. The preparations for proctir-. 
ing it, employ many h«nds on lhore> ■> 
and jhe perfons immediately engaged 
in procuring it* are a fource of - 
ftrength inconceivable,, and not in> 
terfering . with the 4 culture of the - 
field. They will man your fleets, > 
and fight your battles at a diftance 
from your families and your dweB- - 
ings, and* having put you in fcctr- 
r *Fy* will return, again to their em- 
ploy, and . be ufeful in adding to the 
richer and ftrength of the country . 
they protected. •„>■■,. 

The Situation of this country . 
makes the fifheries efpecially impor* 
tant* The fouthern - and middle • 
States have ftaple commodities, which 
other nations require Their indigo,-; 
rice* tobafico, hemp and flour, are 
and. will be commanding articles of 
exports /The eaftern States depend. 
on the njheries for the moll valuable; 
par* of their foreign trader Natures 
feems to have denied them, as it 
has other northern countries, even 
bread for their Jupport from the. 
land, that they might be driven; to. 
improve the advantages of the fea. 
This they have wiiely obferved; 
and 1 have been ever fatisfied to de- 
pend on the other. States for . flocif 
and bread, ; rather>chan employ theic 
people- in the more laborious and lefs 
protmiiing bufrnef* of: tillage. This 
good ppjlcy they wifl doubtless purities 
fliould the great article of the fiftiery 
be eftablifhed by treaty: on a fecure 
footing] Hence the Jifhery will form 
not>only tbe> grand fecurity pf thefe 
States a&ainft foreign powers, but 
pe the great means of connecting in 
iniercft and cementing them to each, 
other- The eaftern States, which 
from their ; fitfcatkra will more natu- 
rally, and f^dm their cifc urn ftanees 
more nwflarify, be driven to the 
Ji&cries, will depend. on their fouth- 
ern neighbours for provisions for 
their £fhcrmeh, their circuitous 



voyages and hoirie confumpiidn^ a*d ' 
for tar and hemp, and iron f6r «beif '> 
vefiels, and die whole uniott will ' 
feel much of its iecurity and ftrengcb t 
in them. ■■ < 

Befides, the hwereA which thefe 
States themfelvesf have to enjoy the * 
free right of the fifhery* t&raetHtvg 
is certainly due to >ottr prefetft and •; 
future allies in }Lurop$, atfd tor the •-■ 
principles oh which we have pro** 
feffed to conduct the prefent conteftj; 
France, Spain, » and federal other na* r 
tions in Europe, depend much ba 
the American fiftiery. It i* dearly -' 
their 'intereft, not barely with a view . 
to leffen the importance of the .Bri-> 
tirti nation, but for their own more, 
immediate advantage that fo great a 
branch of commerce and * ftrength: 
fhould not be left confined; It if- 
then- intereft a* take the jilt theyj 
confume from the Americans, bit 
caufe the Americana can. fapply 
cheaper; and by* fupprymg. therai 
with nlh will be enabled an* iwbo: 
ed to take more of their £obdar<oiir 
return. France has, it is tr»e,vb«aJ 
able, in fome xneafute, tofupply'ber 
own demands foe this article, and ic 
has been fuggefted that fbe can haw 
no inducement to be with us in a 
qneftion of this nature; It is. other-* 
wife* As Great-Britain has deter- 
mined to make u4 as little uferul to 
France as pof&bie, by ravaging, 
burning and deftroying»— fhe herfelf 
point, out the great intereft which 
France, in common with other na* 
tions, has in terminating this war on 
terms only which will leave us in* a 
iituation of becoming ufernl and 
powerful allies. The French fifh^rj 
is reftri&Rl and embarraffed, Sri- 
tain has, ma great meafure, made 
her own terms on the Banks. If th$ 
American right is clearly afcertained* 
France will not, from this circum> 
ftance, be in the leaft injured: but 
me may derive opportunities and ad*- 
vantages. France has fcarcely ever 
snore* than fupplicd her owii want* 
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of fiftu Th# Americans, in fup-~ 
plying othej* people, will not there- 
fore interfere with & er intereih The 
fifh made by the French is neceiia- 
riZy of an inferior nature, becaufe 
they have not the full advantage* for 
goring ,$he beft. The Americans 
have thofe advantages, and there* 



wha; it thia na*fe*«*%out a navy f ., 
What are ihijs without men? Awl t 
what nurftryof.fcameh is, comparable; 
to an extended fifteryi It may there-. 
fore. be reIicoV©n;*hat a branch of 
traffic fo absolutely nece&ry to Tom* 
States, and fo eflemiaJ to the grandee*. 
and fecurity of all, will be partku- 



forcwill be able tofurniib. the beft,' larly attended to by thofe who have 



iheuld it be wanted 

This moft importaj^ object is, 
4oi*btlpfs» to t^e United States one^ 
of the moll valuable jewels, we have? 
been contending for, it is to J>e 
bfifOd it will be considered aria* treat 



hitherto fa gtorioofly condoaed «* 
through, the war. Even thofe among, 
us, who are moft difeoied to peace,* 
fcruple not to %, we had better * 
continue the. wat inde^nitely, and to 
. >: .._ the laft extremity , than not feeaff. 

ed'a* ; foch r — As fhe birthright of the fifhery to the extent we- have al- 
$p cp^nu-yr-onnfxed aqid appuv ways e*/o.yed it, - France, and all *hc 
twining tp it by ; the difppfitiqn of European powers who mean to tfejie 
JJeaven. Gmh^Wm V claim -jto. with us, are deeply interefted in thb 
the 4pmini$a v ojf, the fcas r muft >be, point. 'J^the means of rerftitferjee, 
clearly afceftajned a* to -this branch; if the means ^ trade, tod without 
oftifr Her ear^ poteifions of tho; the nflwry, our commerce with Europe 
ift^y, and any^de*^ may enter-, will be much; confined. In tm* 



tain th#t the ihare we have hitheftbj 
fcaji; ttf#ein 4 was, Jbejd iin,der, her prp- ; 
te^on- and rigttf, and a* her fub- 
jecj$ 3 rauii be clcariy explained j& 
tjie nXfc -negocjations. To pafs it iu 
filence, or leave- it : to future eye^ta 
to determine the American light to 
afreefifliery, is in faft to reljnquify 
k» anp! to entail pn-tbis cpuntry anon 
tbef war: fpr it is as inconceivable 
that thefe States/can confsnt to, b# 
excluded from the fernery, as that 
they can coofent to leave Georgia; 
NeWrVprk, or Rhpde-Jfland, or ail 
pf thexn> ia the pofleffion of their 
Britifh, foe. ', 



Bofiofti Aug. 7. Nothing: can be 
of greater moment to the new-born 
nation of America, in the negotia- 
tions for peace, than a proper care of 
,the fiihefy. It is particularly the life 
of the New-England States ; and We 
can; no more do without it, than our 
brethren at the fouthward can without 
rice* indigo, tobacco and flour. But 
the importance of the fifhery is not 
confined and partial* it is general, 
arid extends to .all the States : &r 



yieys even Britain* herferf mutt wife* 
lor the fake of Jie* own advantage*; 
and the yen* of her) own manHfaaurtf 
among «s. to fee ns in the rullpoi* 
feffion of fuch a branch of remits 
tance. ■';,.:■ 

- We hear the American refugees, tnt 
England have dett their hopes of re« 
turning in triumph to this country* 
They defpair of having their former 
boaite accomplifhed* of feeing A me* 
rica under a Britifh military govern* 
ment, and all the leaders of the Revo* 
lution hanged. They are accord* 
ingly retiring, to the rcmoteft corners 
of Britain, the bounty of tyranny not 
allowing them to live in fplendoun * 

Bon Mot, in allufibn to the folly of 
Britain, firft in opprejfing America 
und tbtn commencing a war againjt 
btr. • 

In the beginning of the war, an 
American cruizer having captured a 
rich Britim fhip, the mafter comii^ 
on board the cruizer, and not having 
heard of any reprisals made by the 
Americans at fea, feemed in no* little 
furprife, and aiked the commander 

whether. 
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whether he wafly meant 'and had au- 
thority to make ptite of him j upon * 
being affnwd that it was truly lb, he ' 
caft His eyes upon the colours, and 
inquired farther, what motto the flag 
kad, and (what was particularly in- 
tended by the stki^bs. Oh, Sir, 
jepHed the American commander, 
tfce meaning of oar colours k to be 
fccnd among the maxims of the wif- 
eft Prince thateverreigned^-STRips* 
firtktb&koffwk. 

... ■ ,YfT Ci^ ■>,,/. 

Philadelphia^ Augujt i& 
MxttaS op a Utter* from the Honour- 
: ahltCoknel Smith* wf the Gountil, 
$h the iPra/ideMt, dated Paxtmtgi 

*. :• « s*fc, . ■ ' -- - ■■ f 
" Laft evening I returned from 
NortHnmbftrland - county, and will 1 
jnfl*grve a'ihort account of our march, 
mad alfo thefitnarion of that county 
when I left it. ' Grv Thurfday the|th 
inftant we marched ftt>m Sunbury and 
Northumberland' towns with about 
jjbmen, with adefigirto b* on the- 
frontier as focA as poifible, in order 
to affift the inhabitants in prefervittgf 
any cattle that tad efcaped the ene- 
my ; and alfo toafilft them in putting 
up theif fences* the dwelling houfetf 
and barns being generally burned: 
From within u miles of the town, 
the enemy had thrown open the fields 
cm almoft every plantation ; and/the 
cattle and .hogs that -remained, was 
compleating the deftrnttion. We 
JWiihed alfo to make room for other 
panics we had accounts were haftefr- 
jng from different parts of Cumber- 
' Jand county to join us. On the 6th 
Colonel W illiam Chambers, ftom 
near Carlifle, joined us with 107 
men : that night we proceeded on 
tor- Freeland's fort; but being 
very wet, were obliged 10 flop 
Jiere and in theneigbourhood, where 
feme fmall houfcs and barns yet re- 
mained. That .evening other parties 
joined us, chiefly inhabitants of the 
place, who had- been tu their ruined 



farms, i The 7th we matched to Fort 
Muney: here Capt. M'Cay, from 
Sherman's 'Valley, joined with about 
forty men^ Thar evening and night 
alfo ratuedr heavy^ and nothing to 
Ihelter us but Iheds* we made of rails,* 
and covered with olor'ftraw that Jay 
about the : fields ; the enemy h* ve * 
barried all -Mr. Wallace's houfes on 
their return from -Fort Freeland, the- 
fort with all the buildings, barracks, 
&c. had flrared' the fame fate (I thinks 
by the bye, a- capital ftroke to thia 1 
part of the country,) We found 
all along, as wtf : mateheti; herfesV- 
hbgsi^dogs, &c: ; -kitted by the4H*^ 
my, as they either ^became weary-ap 
tbubleibme^the'ften^ fo grea*4n : 
many places/itwaffdiffiodlt to marei* 
or even breathe, We were itftoorJaia- 
che enemy would nave made a haft* 
at this place; but found} by every- 
appearanee, ^tbey-had not halted 
mow than a night. The morning o£ 
the r 8th, we cohdudted to fend fonhr* 
frrong fcoutj accordingly 136 ittiM 
mediately mrned^ou*, With tf horfiw 
men to a& as occafiort ihight ^req<fi«rV 
either in a quick -purfuft in cafe -a* 
fmall party mijjht be'itt tlfeir rear/ 
or if a difcovefy ^was daauV*d£che> 
main body havrtg made a halt, then 
the horfemen to -give us immediate 
intelligence.' We could have moved 
the whole together to Lyomtng, but 
Colonel' Gibfbn,< of Carlifle, with 
near 100 men, had not yet been 
able to join us;'_ he- had under hit 
care a quantity of provifions, am* 
munition, an d othernccefiaries, that 
could not be got ready when we 
marched from Sunbury. Another 
reafon was, fome of the enlmy waa 
heard by the prifcners (who they 
funered to return) at Fort Freelattdf, 
after the capitulation, that againft 
that day week they mud be «t Sto- 
mung. The weather being very 
wet, a great number of our people 
were much fatigued, and with wad- 
ing creeks as well as being constantly 
wet, many had their fact much blif- 

ter^ 
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«ercd and otfcerwife oat of order., 
Fv*onvthe above, circumftances taken; 
together, it was thought beft to for* 
ward the foouts--*If .*t was fooBd the 
enemy had taken the Shamung patji, 
by the w;ay of Eel-Town,, then we 
had no hopes of overtaking them* * 
bet if they had taken up flje River 
path, then at all events we detemin- 
ed to follow them. The party went 
forward to l&y4 Sock, : found th» 
enemy had taken their ropt towards, 
Eel-Town, the party purfued the 
path to that place, but there was no 
fiefc appearance; they had a large 
camp at Eel-Town, an,d it, appeared 
ptpbafele they h^d . all collected here, 
as their camp was much larger than. 
any of their encampments before ; 
the party then turned down Lyoming 
towards the river, and on the weft 
fide of Wyoming, fome frefli trad 
was diibovered, and a little lower, 
Captain Fergufon and two or three 
with him on the advance, faw an In- 
dian at a considerable di&ance;- he 
was inilant gone. Her^ feventeen 
head of cattle were found, from this 
it was elear the main body had pufh- 
ed : in great hafte, leaving only a 
fmall party to colled the cattle that 
might flray from them, and in cafe 
any body of troops was to follow 
them to give them early notice* 
Upon the whole, our fituation confi- 
dered, it was impoflible to overtake 
them, and especially as we were not 
prepared to go forward more than 
two or three days, and it was way 
plain the enemy was at leaf! uxor 
fevtn days gone. It was now 
thought advifeable to return and give 
the inhabitants all poifible aiGilance 
till * the militia fhouldi arrive* The 
people of Northumberland county 
have determined on an entire evacu- 
ation, without fome fpeedy affiilance $ 
their fituation is truly diftrefling, 
. inch that 1 could not advife them to 
. remain any longer, and left them in 
the feme mrlancholy fituauon, if not 



worfe than I, fraud, tjiero* I woftkl 

juft add* alL the mills betwixt thm 
two branches are burned. Captain 
tf asnbright's . - mi Mr. Bo*eiy'» 
excepted. If the inhabitants were 
toJUy, 'they eannot get their grain 
ground,!* , , <, , , 

Philadelphia, Sept. 8« 
EutraBt of fevtral Utters dated at 
Major-gtntral Svlm van's Huid 
Quarter** on Tioga* Auguft 31, 
- J 779> t0 a gptthmanin Bofiotu 

" Yefterday a general action, en-. 
fued, in which the Indians and Tone* 
got compleatly routed. The conflict 
was long, and I believe on their part 
was bloody* though only 1 1 dead bo- 
dies were found upon the field, and 
they, I fuppofe, would not have 
been left, if our troops had not pufhed 
them at the. point of the bayonet. 
Our l*fa was but trifling, I think 
five or fix were killed, and between 
40 and 50 wounded. The canno- 
nade on our part was elegant, and 
gave the Indians fuch a panic, that 
they fled with great precipitation 
from the field. ' One Tory and one 
negro were taken prifoners, who gave. 
information that their whole force 
were collected here. This fettJemeut 
is routed, root and branch, alJ the 
houfes burnt, and the corn fields de- 
flroyed. It is very remarkable Ge- 
neral Sullivan has been twice fuc- 
cefsful on the 29th of Auguih 

" I have julr time to inform yon, 
that on Sunday morning laft our ad- 
vanced parties difcovered the ene- 
my's breaft works between Chemung 
and Newtown ; they immediately 
gave intelligence; their right flank 
was fecured by the river, and their 
left by a high hill. General Poor's 
brigade was immediately .ordered to 
wheel oft' and endeavour to gain their 
left Hank, and if poifible to fur* 
round them, whilft our artillery and 
- main body attacked them in front—* 
they food a hot cannonade for more 

tfctfUft 
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flan two hoar* ; but upon their dS£ 
covering 6ur intentions of {furrouad- 
in£ them, the re&eat halloo was 
given, and • they f etreated with t!he 
wtftioft precipitation, leaving tbair' 
packa, * nmmbgr *f fcttipfeg knives, 
tomahawks, &c* behind then)*'" Wei 
purfued them upwards of two miles, 
took two prisoners, opo- white man 
dnd one negro; they \crofled the 
mtr* and carried off a number of 
killed and wounded, as we found by 
the tracks ef blood, and two canoes 
whkh welband covered with blood. 
J faw ieigfet of their w^rriort fcaljjs 
taken ea the fpot, ^nd I heard of 
fourteen more dead Indians t that' 
were found > hid with leaves. Their 
breaftwork -was 1 artfully and ftrong 
conftru&ed, with logs and bloods* 
made with boughs, and extended 
upwards of half a mile. ' The party 
was headed by the two Butlers and 
Brandt, and cob lifted of about 600 
Indians, and 200 Tories, by the 
feeft intelligence we can get. Our 
-lofs is 4 killed and 32 wounded, 
softly flight." 

Ext rail 9/ a IttHr from Wyeming, 
Sept* 2, 1779. 
"At two o'clock this morning 
Doctor Kendall arrived at< this place 
from Chemung, and brings the fol- 
lowing intelligence :— " On Sunday 

-morning laft our army difcovered a 
large breaftwork in a narrow parTage, 
about four miles above Chemung, 
where MefTrs. Butler, Brandt and 
M'Donald had colleded all their 
force. General Sullivan attacked 
them, the enemy returned k the fire, 
and the engagement lafled near two 
hours, when the favages gave way, 

. and were compleatly routed — 25 of 
them were left dead on* the held, 

■ fume prifoners were taken. Our 
lofs was one Lieutenant and four 

- privates* killed, and one Major, one 
Captain, and 33 privates wounded. 
-Mr. -Butter's commHOon and the 



cdmraiflion of imo&et officer Vfeffe 
token, wkh feverai orderly boeks;*^ 
ExtraS of a Lifter fr ton a GtntUmaa 
- ik'Waittmerty to $tt Friend in thh ■* 
Cky 9 dieted l 'Stpfemb'er 4, 1779. 
■° Mr. Crockett, of tfes ' tbwtiV 
w&ehas been at Augufta ^Springs, in 
Virginia, for his heaith, came'horn* • 
laft night,- ^d reports- that Colonel: 
Clarke has taken Fort £)etfoK, made 
i< o prifoner*, and reduced <h*t 
country. His informant faw fome * 
of Ihe prifoners/* * '"•*■. 

PbU*de!pbia, OSeher ifa The f&+ 1 
leaving addrtfs, 'tetter, meffate and 
anfwtr; -are* fuhlifiidJy orider If. 
Cengrefil --:*..- . ' * ■ 
: The commanded in chief iitibrms 
the troops, that he ufed every; efFor* 
to procure proper fappKes for *he 
army, and to obtain ft'faffirieni' num- 
ber of horfes to tranfport them-, but 
he failed of obtaining fath an ample 
fupply as he wHhed, and greatly 
fears the fupplies on' band wifl not, 
without the greateft prudence, en- 
able him to compfcat the bufinefs of 
the expedition.* He therefore rfr- 
quells the feverai Brigadiers and 
officers commanding corps, t6 take 
the minds of the troops under their 
refpefBve commands, Whether they 
•will, {while in this country, 'which 
abounds in corn and every kind of 
•vegetable) be content to draw half a 
pound of flour and half a pound of 
meat and half allowance of fait per 
day ; and he defires the troops to 
give their opinion upon the propofa! , 
with freedom and as foon as poffible 
Should they generally fail in with 
the propofal, he promifes -that they 
ihall be paid for that part of the ra- 
tions which k -held back, at the full 
value in money. He flatters bimfclf 
that troops who have difcovered fo 
much bravery and firmnefs, will 
freely confent to a meafure fo effen- 
tially neceflary to accomphfli the im- 
portant purpofes of ibis expedition, 
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and to enable them to add to thofe 
laurels they have already gained* 
The enemy have fubfifled a number 
of days pa com* without either fait, 
bread* meat or Jlpnr, and the Gene* 
ral cannot prrfuade himfelf, that 
troops who fo far farpaffed them in 
valour, and true bravery will fuffer 
themfelves to be outdone in that for- 
titude ami perfevetance which not 
only diftinguifhes but dignifies the 
foldier. He does not mean to con- 
tinue this through the campaign, but 
only wifhes it to be adopted in thofe 
places where vegetables may fupply 
the place of part of the common ra- 
tions of meat and Hour; and he 
thinks with a plenty of vegetable, 
half a common ration of meat and 
flour will be much better than the 
whole without an v. 

The'troops will pleafe to confider 
the matter, aqd give their opinion 
as foon as poffible. 

To the. Worrier t eftht Oneida Nat ten. 
• Brothers, 
The enemies of the United States 
and of your nation, have often threat- 
ened to deftroy you, and yon have 
called upon us; for affiftance. You 
have faid that our arm was long, and 
ftrong, and therefore called upon us 
for that protection which we ever 
wilh to afford to our brethren, 
friends and allies ; and you have 
promUed to join us in our operations. 
The grand American Congrefs have 
thought proper *to fend a powerful 
army into thh country, for the pur- 
pofe of totally deftroying the enemies 
to your peace, and have thought 
proper to entruft me with the com- 
mand of the army, and the execu- 
tion of their orders. * It is with no 
fmall degree of furprife that I find 
only four of your warriors have, join* 
ed me, though I have far advanced 
into the enemy's country, and thofe 
totally unacquainted with every part 
of the country through which I have 
Vol. IX. ' 



yetpafled/- I would not-wife to/trf- 
peci your declarations of friendlhip to 
the American State*, nor am I under 
the left neceility . to aik your aid as 
warriprs; but as your immediate 
joining my force is the bell evidence 
you can give of the iincerity of your 
profeffions, 1 fhall expeft fhortly to 
be joined by thofe of your people 
who are friendly to the American 
caufe, and particularly by fuch who 
have a perfect J^nowledge of the 
country through which I am to pais* 
Unlefs this is complied with, I fha}l 
be compelled to think that the chief 
of your warriors (if not really un- 
friendly to us) are very inattentive to 
their own intereft and fafety, as wojl 
as indifferent with refpeft to the in- 
terefls of the United States* Should 
you by joining with me, giving me 
the neceflkry information, and af- 
fording me every affiHance in your 
power, give evidence of that attach- 
ment to the American caufe, which 
I ever have, and now do believe you 
to poffefs, the army which I have the 
honour to command will be able to- 
tally to extirpate our common enemy, 
and leave you in a perfect ftate of 
tranquility, enable you to enjoy your 
pofTenlons, and carry on with the 
Americans a commerce which will 
tend to the mutual advantage of 
both. The bearer of this letter, 
Oneigat, will inform you particu- 
larly of my progrefs thus far; I am, 
brethren, with the moft fincere at- 
tachment for your peace and wel- 
fare, 

Your mod obedient fervant, 
John Sullivan, M. G. 

Brother Chief Worrier of the Wefttrn 
Army j 

Sometime ago you fe»t me to 
Oneida with a meflage to the warrri- 
ors of that tribe, and directed me to 
give them an account of the battle 
you had with Butler's party near 
Newtown. Brother, I have faith- 
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falSff exeeufeff yeoe friers, as wilt, 
dfoear ft0m>wtot cwk place on my 
arrival a* ©rieldav A council was 
immediately «jt!ldd 9 and ybur writ- 
ten fputh jtoWiclf dtii»ered ; the 
*tt*fiofsexpfeffedgre*tjoy» both on* 
aeeoftnt t>£ your fueccfs and the op- 
jfcrtunrty now given them to teftify 
their friertdfhip' ffr the American 
canft. S^vMty of the Oneida war- 
riors fee out? with me to join your 
army, .agreet&le to your defire ; 
thirty mare Were to hare followed 
the next day; near Onondaga we 
met otfr brother Cortowaga on hi* i 
return frmn yoiir army, which he 
faid he left at Konafadagea ; this* 
brother informed as, that you faid 
they were too late, riwy mould hate 
met you at Konafadagea ; that you 
had men enough, and did not want 
themi unlefs fome good guides ; the 
patty then returned, though with re- 
luttarice, one chief warrior then de- 
livered the following fpeech, to 
which 1 beg ydur attention : 
Brother, 
We have been informed by our 
brother of Conawaga, tha*- you was 
difpofed to fhew clemency to the 
Cayugas, and had defired him to di- 
rect tnem to repair to Oneida, mould 
he meet with any of that trihe ea- 
rns way from your army. We are 
glad you* manifeft fuch a difpofitioo, 
and are Willing to make peace with 
them. We wiU alEft you, and the 
rather as we know there is a party- of 
the Cayuga tribe, who have- ever 
wifhed to be at peace with thtir 
American brethren. We will en- 
deavour tp firid them, as we are con- 
fiJent they are not fled to the enemy, 
but fuppofe -them to be fomewhere 
aoncealed in the country. We there- 
fore requeft that you would not for 
the prefent/deftroy their corn-AeWs, 
as we. cannot fumkh them with 
provisions, fhould we be able to nad 
them and bring them to our town, 
having already fo many of the Onon- 
dagai to fupport. Tegattexonwaae* 



wfeois at the head of the far ty, u dif- 
pofed for peace, and has delivered 
up four prifoners on General SchuyV 
leH« propofal of exchange; three 
more, who are ftck, he will give up 
as foon as they recover {heir health*. 
He had declared that he never would 
fet his face toward Niagara ; but 
on the approach) of the American 
army, would take himfelf to the 
woods where they might find him, 
if he did not make his way down to> 
the Oneida*. Brother, this is all we 
have to fay* 

Brotbtxsy Wazriert of th* Ojti- 
iba Nation, 

I have heard your fpeech and at* - 
tended to the meflage you have deli- 
vered from our brethren the Wuhim 
of the Oneida Nation, and I not 
only am, but the Americans at large,, 
are fully fenfible of the friendship 
and attachment of our Oneida bre- 
thren. Their regular. and unifotra. 
conduct from the commencement of 
the war, has fully evinced it, and 
had a (ingle doubt remained in my 
mihd, of their sincerity, your ap- 
pearance and the movements of your 
warriors to join me (until turned 
back by. a miftaken report) mult hove. 
removed it. 

I cannot help expreffing the h|gk_ 
fenfe I have of the seal and feldier^ys 
conduct of our Brother Blue Beck>> 
who bore my mefl'age to the Oneidaa, 
and who, on ieveraj occaiions, has- 
proved himfelf the faithful friend 
and the brave warrior. Nor can I. 
forbear expnefiing, in a particular 
manner, the grateful fipnfe I have of 
the zeal you, our brother warriors* 
have discovered in joining this army. 

The requeft made by the Oneida 
warriors, in favour of the Cayugas, 
for the prefervauot^ of their corps, 
is not only new, but very furprinng, 
and the more fo, as it is (aid to be 
in behalf of that friendly Cayugas. 
I can venture to aflert, in behalf of 
the United States, that there is not a 
Angle inilahce in which the Cayuga 
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Nation has manifested a friendfhip 
for the Americans* Early in the 
controversy between Great Britain 
and tfeofe Swtes, the Americans re. 
queued the Six Nations, not to inter- 
meddle in the dilute, in which they 
atl at that time apparently acquiefed. 
Thua, white they lured the Ame- 
ricans to fleep, by thole peaceful 
profeffions, they all, {except the 
Oneidas, with whom I include the 
friendly Tufcaroras and Onondagas 
who have joined them) were making 
preparations to fall on our frontiers, 
Tendered defenceless by the fallacious 
^romifes of thofe unpardonable mif- 
creants. I am forry to fay the Cay- 
ufcas were far from being inactive in 
this deception, or in the horrid cru- 
elties which afterwards followed. 
The refentment of the grand Ame- 
rican Congrefs being at length rouf- 
*d by this treacherous and barbarous 
conduct, they raifed a powerful army, 
and .honoured me with the com- 
mand. They likewife'inftrueted the 
Great Warrior, the American Chief, 
to direct me, totally to extirpate all 
the unfriendly nations of the In- 
dians, to fubdue their country, de- 
ftroy their crops, and drive them to 
fcek habitations where they would 4>e 
lefs troublefome to us and our allies. 
While the great preparations were 
making for this expedition, our 
friends and allies the Oneidas follow- 
ed that regular and friendly conduct, 
which has dlftinguifhed them from 
the commencement of the war ; but 
die CayugaS| on the contrary, were 
furnifhing their pretended friend 
Butler, with all the warriors they 
could pbffibly jpare, and while there 
remained a poflibility that Butler and 
his affbciates would prove fuccefsful, 
ifhey not only neglected to make o- 
tertures of peace to us, but gave 
them every affiftauce in their power. 
When they found our army had prov- 
ed victorious, that the enemy were 
flying like timid women before it, 
and that we were spreading defla- 



tion even to the extfttttty of their 
ooontry, then, and not before, did 
thofe Cayugas begin to pMMs their 
friendfhip for o*, and perhaps firifclfc 
the intereft of tht Ont&das tofave 
their country. If tHeir frieodftif 
was Hnctre, why dH^tfcef not, Mk» 
the Oneidas, declare it in foa&ft* and 
x6t accordingly ? Brothers ! be not 
deterred, they were n -'great hope* 
lhatvthe forces Of Britain, with tfeif 
affiftance, and that of tht dAer un- 
friendly Nations, would be able to 
defeat the American army* and -'had 
this evfcnt taken place, you may be 
aflbred that the p rofefftonfr of friend* 
mip which Aey now make, would. 
not then have been expreffed, and 
that their language would have been 
that of infult and derifbu. I cannot 
therefore pay any regard to their pre- 
tennons of neutrality -; for had they 
not been unfriendly as a nation, they 
would have difcouraged and prevent- 
ed their warriors from joining our 
enemies ; nor can I admit the-excaie 
from thofe who now folich for peace, 
and fay, they have not ; been perfo- 
nally engaged againft us, your own 
reafon mo* fnggeft the contrary. — 
Should a past of the Americans arm 
themfelves, and attack the Oneidas, 
the honour, the faith and the digni- 
ty of America would compel us to 
declare them our enemies, and treat 
them accordingly : it would be a 
poor excufe for us toalledge, that 
they acted without our approbation, 
while we decline declaring them our 
enemies, chaftifing them as fuch, and 
baniming them onr fociety. This, 
as well as every other evidence of a 
pacific drrpofitton, they have neglect- 
ed to give. I mnft therefore <onfi- 
der them as enemies, and chaiHfe 
them accordingly; and mould our 
Oneida brethren eountenanceor con- 
ceal them, I fhall Adeem it a depar- 
ture from that line of conduct which 
they have hitherto, -and will, I hope, 
in future continue to obferve. 
•Brothers I I am forry to inform 
fi 2 you, 
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you, thafc*hajaei&gefaid;to be de- 
livered . to our Conowaga Brother, 
is without; foundation, for I never 
fpokfc to him oil the fubjedt. Your 
&fety as cjur allies,, and that of our 
frontiers, require, that we fhould 
«xptl ( froiQ tlje . country all ypur and 
Our. eJE^rc&s^agd I am bound toper-t 
foi*nvthi$ gtafarfk' J can P*ty *4- 
vife*; that tho& Cay ugas, who would 
^vifh tQ.be thought friendly,; may 
come ia with their families, and 
Submit tjjenjfejves to the direftioqs 
pf r Qongrefs* This will faye the ef- 
fufionpf Wood, prevent your being 
diftreflet^for their fopport, and per- 
haps -be the means of their being 
incorporated with your nation j and 
in future .be considered by you as our 
jbre^reji, .friends and allies ; but, 
fhould they -neglect this advice, ,they 
m^y be a/Tured, that she great Con- 
grefs will tajte effectual, meafures to 
prevent them, as they furely will the 
other natj^ns,/ from; re-occupying 
any part of. the country, which this 
army has conquered* 

Brothers! this is all that I, as a 
warrior, can, fay -to you, as warriors 
q£ the Oneida Nation, Should 
there be any national requeft from 



will not only be jufHfied, but ap-r 
proved and followed. 
, However, in t;he tranquil hours of 
peace, we may admire, an4 confine 
ourfelves $.0 the guidance of written , 
laws, yet in times of treacherous 
war, and more efpecially fo in an 
invaded country, they will in gene- 
ral be found too flow in their opera- 
tor , too uncertain in their effects. 

*Tfce ingenuity of men in the in- 
vention of new crimes, the profti T 
tuted ingenuity pf others, in fkreen- 
ing criminality fyojft legal puniih- 
ment ; the additional ppportunitie* 
Which a ftate of war affords to the 
fubtile, the feliiih, and difa#e£le4. 
together with the impoflibility of 
legally defcribing. th£ numerous 
kinds of difaffedtion, practicable in 
an invaded country, render the re- 
vival of Committees during the pre- 
sent war, not only a convenient, but 
a neceflary appendage to civil go- 
vernment. 

There are offences againft fociety, 
which are not in all cafes oAences 
againft law, ,and for the prevention 
or puniihme.nt which no written laws 
can be timely conducted, or fuifi- 
c^ently applied. Circumftarices majt 



pur Oneida ^brethren, if will be beil combine to prove a man undeferving 
'fpr t&eir Chiefs to make it to, the the ran£ he may .hold', 'or the refi- 



Jprand American Congrefs, who will 
doubtlefs do every thing they* can 
confidently, to contribute to their 
fafety and convenience. - 

Johj* Sullivan, M-G. 



4fnce he may enjoy among jhe citi- 
zens of this, or any other State ; and 
yet, by fom.e accidental deTect of the 
laws in being, the pieryerfion of a 
well intended* daufe, or even from 
the novelty of the crime, he may 



The Adress of thi Co>imjttee of efcape the punilhmen| of a Courtof 

the Qity ; <&<* Lihertus of Pbila- Jufhce : in all fuch cafes, therefore, 

\. deij>hia Pt t9 their fellono-dtizcnj, pr others of a fimilar nature^ we bold 

through the United Stattf. this maxim, that, where th* Offence 

Friends ajui Countrymen,. ".' . is publiclv dangerous or injurious,, 

. Neceifity an^ convenience, having and the laws unable to relieve or 

again called into .being a body Of fmnifli, the community in its owa 

men, hitherto known throughout the defence, and for its further ftcurity, 

/everal jparts of America by the name has a fight to expect. f 

of the Committees^' and weprefume Formidable' as the punifhment of 

that when the /everal reafons, there- expulfion may appear, we neverthe- 

Ybre, are collected, and confidered, ' left juflify the rigjht of ufing it on 

tha$ their re-inftitution, at this time, the grounds and principles of citizen^- 
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9up 9 and die admitted and imme- 
morial cuftom of mankind. It is a 
right claimed and exercifed by every 
feparate fociety in this and all other 
countries, and as the community a* 
large is an incorporate collection. of 
the feveral parts, therefore, the 
right of the whole cannot be inferior 
to the parts of which it is compofed* 

It is' inconfiftent to fuppofe that 
fhe lenity of our laws, or the filence 
on crimes we can have no conception 
of, are to become a : fafe-guard to 
the difaffe&ed in their acts of ftudied 
delinquency, or that no other offen- 
ces are puniihable * in an invaded 
country, than what are to be found 
in the laws of a fettled and well re- 
gulated fociety. We cannot con- 
mud laws that will reach all cafes, 
and therefore we- maintain the right, 
as well as the neceflity of holding 
every man accountable to the com-? 
munity, for fuch parts, of his con- 
duel, by which fke public- welfare 
appears to be injure*} or difhonoured, 
and for which no legal redrefs can 
be obtained. 

In times of war and invafion, we 
conceive it neceflkry that a difcre-, 
tionary power mould exift fome- 
where ; for as the authority of civil 
government cannot, without exceed- 
ing its* bpunds, or descending from 
its character, extend to all the cir- 
omittances that may arife, therefore 
a numerous race of fubtile, or new 
invented offences, will, without the 
interpofition of fuch a power, have a 
certain and extenfive latitude to aft 
in, unreftrained and unpunifhable 
by law. 

To blend fuch a power with the 
^onftitutional authority of the State, 
would, according to our ideas of li- 
berty and conception, of things, be 
unwife and unfafe ; becaufe being 
once incorporated therewith, the fe^ 
pardon might, afterwards, be diffi- 
cult, and that which was originally 
admitted as a temporary conveni- 
ence, ;'" j uftified by neceflity, mighty 



in time, eltablifli kfelf into a perpe- 
tual evil, and be claimed as a mas- 
ter of right. 

The Exertions which are Ibme- 
times neceflary. to .be; made by the 
inhabitants of an invaded country* 
for their, own prefervation and de- 
fence, are frequently of fuch a ye- 
.. culiar and extraordinary quality, that' 
as they ought^ not to become the rule 
of legal: government in times of 
peace, mould not be mixed there- 
with, in times of war ; for that, 
which in the community may be the 
Spirit of liberty, introduced into the 
laws, would become its deftroyer- 
Therefore, as we cannot,' on the one 
hand, permit pur laws to be equivo- 
cally conftru&ed, and difcretionalijc 
applied, in order to fit and bend 
them to every new cafe, fo neither 
ought we, on the other hand, to fn£ 
fer the general intereft to be fapped 
by a, fpecies of delinquents* who go- 
verned by avarice, or prompted bf 
defection, are ftudying to evade what 
they dare not tranfgrefs. 

It is to thofe evils, too amphibi- 
ous to be defined, and too fubtile, 
as well as too tranfitory, to beconvs 
die object of eftablifhed laws, tha£ 
we wifti to apply a remedy, capable 
of fuiting itfelf to ' the variety of the 
offence, without oppofmj* the rules 
of its infHtution, and this we con- 
ceive can be no other than the dif- 
cretionary power of the citizens 
organized, and acting through a 
Committee. 

The condition of an invaded 
country fufficiently proves the exer- 
cife of fuch power neceflkry, and we 
have already ftated our reafbns why 
it ought to be detached from the le- 
gal government. It is furthermore 
our opinion, that the exercife of d; - 
cretionary powers for the re<!refs o* 
temporary evils, is beft intruded with 
temporary bodies ; becaufe when the 
neceflity which called forth fuch pow- 
ers mall ceafe, the occafion of fuch 
bodies ceafes therewith; and the au^ 
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tftwity of civil government, uadif* 
rtrbed and Bfitempted, cowttnue kt 
original channel. • 

Wt ire lifeewife of opinion, that 
the laws Already in beings, wo*ld 
derive great fupport from the ro*i»* 
^Uition of Committees, 2nd that 
foch a reinforcement of power to t&« 
ftowen of government, is necejfctfy 
in art invaded country. It is the 
fceu% if not the only mode* by whidh 
the commafiity can conveniently 
throw in their portion of aliftance, 
and contribute t» the authority of 
tile State, 'the fear of offending 
agaihft the general iftteneft, where a 
{node tof puniftrment is provided, 
whkh can fefe etffliy and powerfully 
executed, » a forcible inducement to 
legal obedience, and operates with 
|wctiliftr efficacy on thoic whom me 
jtablic principle can re'nVain . 
- Such being our thoughts on the 
ftbjeeV we tttbmit them to the ec-n- 
I&ration of our fellow citkens, in 
eWy part of the United States. 
And fliall now proceed to give OW 
foitimchts on a matter to which the 
tffefulnefs of Committees may with 
Jrjticular advantage be eafily and 
extensively applied. We mean the 
reinftating and fupporting the credit 
of our currency. 

It is a well known maxim, that 
that which is every body's buiinefs, 
is no body's buiinefs. Each one 
loobrwith difcontent at the other ; 
tfie expetWtion isreturned andcorN 
tinned,, and every one is furprized 
that no one begins. Such has been 
the fate of our currency for fome 
eonfiderable time paft, and fuch it 
will continue to be, until it be put 
under the care of particular bodies, 
prefent in all places, who mall be 
empowered to watch again ft the 
means by which it has been depreci- 
ated, prevent their increafe, and 
punifh them on detection. 

The hope of the enemy appears t6 
be principally fixed on what they 
would ltile the bankruptcy of the 



Continent, ©ccafioned by a failure 
of the currency. Every one among 
fes feemed to apprehend its probabi- 
lity, and though all appeared to Uf 
Jt to keett, Ab one tent his hand to 
present it. Evefy day made the 
matter werieV and ^e ta(k heavier* 
We looked at one anbthet, eom- 
pWried, murmured, and went away/ 
• Vet fo miftafcen and extraordinary 
Kate been cAir cbridtiift,' that while 
we dreaded the evil we invited it on; 
and battened t6 meet tfcte event we 
wifhed to avoid. At the rate we were 
going from January to May, a ftate of 
bankruptcy niuii have taken place* in 
thefpaceofafewwaefcs. Abankrupt- 
cyof a paradoxical kind. A b&nit* 
ruptcy produced, not by the want of 
money, but by the abundance of it. 
&*ch has been the condition we were 
ttnwifely expofed to, and- fuch is now 
become the oojeft that claims our 
attention. : ■• 

By the efforts of th% inhabitants of 
this city on the 25th of May, a ftop 
has been put to 'the depreciation, 
and afforded us an opportunity of 
dating the cafe for the confederation 
of all. 

For once we (hall leave public 
fpirit and public Virtue out of the 
quefHon, and addrefs bur arguments 
to the intereft rather than the ho- 
nour, to the avarice, Vaster than the 
J>atriotifm of individuals. 

To what end is it that we get 
money with one hand, and depreciate 
m the other ? Let the planter, the 
merchant, the mifer, and any or 
every other Order of * men reckon 
their wealth at this time, and they 
will find themfelvcs poorer in value, 
though richer in quantity, than they 
were laft Chriftmas or a year ago. 
Our avarice, ih this inftance, ope- 
rates without its ufual cunning, and 
we mutually impoveriih ourfelves to 
be a match for each other. 

Were it pomble that the property 
of America could fail, her lands be- 
come barren, her . rivers dried «p, 
agriculture 
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agriculture extiaguifhed, and cor 
population extinct, the currency 
would them want a foundation for 
its credit, an ability for its redemp- 
tion ; becaufe in thole cafes, it would 
be a reprefentation of nothing. Or 
did the credit of it depend on foreign *. 
loans, it would then, like all other 
matter* of favour, be fubjed to in- 
terruption and disappointment. Be- 
ikies which* we fhoold by fo doing 
only exchange one debt for another, 
left fasted to our intereft and more 
expenfive to redeem* But the cafe 
now is otherwiie. We are both 
debtor and creditor. We not only 
hold the money, but we poflefa the 
property by which it is to be made 
good, and nothing but our own con- 
sent is wanting to make it of what 
value we pleafe. 

Yet notwithstanding thefe advan- 
tages, the rage for railing prices will, 
unlefs it be put a flop to, become 
the ruin both of thofe who contrived 
it, and -thofe who follow it. We 
ihall defcend from pounds to fhil- 
lings, from millings to pence, and 
from pence to nothing. It has long 
been faid that trade will regulate it- 
felf, yet fufficient experience has 
fhewn that the maxim, though, ad- 
mittedly true in fome cafes, is not fo 
in all. While monopolizers are fuf- 
fered to exift, who by ftepping in be- 
tween the importer and the retail 
purchafer can produce a fcarcity 
when they chafe, or by their tran- 
sporting their goods backward and 
forward, from State to State, can 
occaftonally create a want in any or 
in all, or while the retailer by laying 
on what profit* he pleafes, becomes 
regardlefs of what prices he gives, 
or how much they out-bid each 
other. In all the^e cafes,, trade is 
deprived of its chance, and becomes 
clogged with a difeafc, which left to 
itfelf will deftnoyks credit and pro- 
duce its defbu&ioh. 

By 'laying an additional price on 
what we have to fell, be it what it 
may, we lay a MA upon the money 



we hand, nor* than equal to tfc* 
advance we get) and while we are 
counting the profits of a fale, the de- 
preciation upon the capital ma^es *; 
balance againft us ; the inftant oner 
article riles another rifes in double 
proportion againft it, and the hop*, 
of him who made the firft advance, 
is defeated by the practice of all. 
around him. In fhort, we feem not 
to be (enable that we cannot ratfe 
our prices without running the tide 
of our own currency againft us, 
which running fafter and more for* 
cibly down, than we are able to tow 
up, carries us deceitfully away, and 
ail our laboar turns to no account. 

If for the fake of leaving a littkt 
trade to regulate itfelf, the whole; 
community u to be impoverifhedV 
the public faith fufpected and im- 
peached, and the anilities of the 
States reduced and weakened, it ia 
time to take the matter up on the- 
moil ferious and determined grounds v 
for we had better be without trade, - 
than expofed to the confeqaencec k 
has hitherto produced. 

Under proper regulations, and 
carried on with principle and honcf- 
ty, it might render to us every ad-^ 
vantage which, in times like thefe, 
we ought to Look for; but left to- 
itfelf, to find its own balance by no. 
other practice than extortion, and to 
regulate itfelf upon the ruins of pub-. 
lie credit, and at the hazard or na- 
tional fuccefs, is an evil too danger 
rous to be admitted, too ferious to 
be trifled with. 

It is in vain that we complain c& 
the currency, unlefs we comply with 
meafures for reftorxng it ; and which, 
if we do not, we (hall afluredly £nk 
in our own hands, the hoards and 
funds, that, if fupported, would 
make- us rich. The money is our 
own.. No power is bound to make 
it good, if we, whofe property it is* 
make it otherwife. Befides which, 
we ought to reflect that the public 
faith, or the United States* is but 
another name for our/elves, and that 

while 
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*fc3e we individually Undervalue 
the currency we diminiih the faith 
and abilities of the States, on whofe 
credit it is uttered. Neither can we 
Itove any right to demand in one 
cfcara&er a value, we deny to it in 
tke other- 

The means by which it, has been 
depreciated are too- numerous to be 
ateertained, and too intricate to be 
eajriaiited ; but we in a particular 
wanner caution you agatnit thofc 



importation were in the year oifcfr 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-* 
four, and to multiply that price by 
fome certain number to be agreed 
upon for all the States, and the price 
fo multiplied to become the regu- 
lated price. 

In this regulation it Is to be re- 
membered, that the prices of im- 
ported goods are higher in war time, 
than articles of produce, and the ex-, 
act difference is the expence of 



who- afiedl to treat it highly, in order convoy, and rate of affurance 
—.-•—..- -»— -^'- _^_ — — ^i-- Therefore, whatever thofe are, are 

to be added to the price fuch goods 
would otherwife.be at, at the place 
of importation ^ 

And, in order to confine the fel- 
lers or dry goods to fome fixed rule, 
and to prevent the hitherto fcandal- 
ous evaiions, and extortion pra&ifed 
by fome of them, every feller of dry 
goods to write on the feveral article* 
he or fhe deals in, or on a paper 
affixed thereto, the price fuch goods 
were worth, or fold for, in the year 

1774- 

i We, likewife recommend to every 
State to open an office for the in- 
furance of fuch veflels and cargoes 
only, as belong to perfons refident in 
fuch State; and that no perfon ihalj 
enfure in any other office, or any 
perfon for him, than mall be efta- 
bliihed in the State he lives in. By 
this means the rate of infurance will 
be known, and one pretence of ex- 
tortion cut off;, 

We furthermore recommend to 
retailers, or other perfons who, may 
have money to fpare,, to open fub- 



&>givea colourable pretence to their 
owa extortion, and clamoroufly cry 
Gvtr *i Why is it not made better r " 
neglecYmg at the fame time to re- 
member, that their own practices 
contribute to- its unnecefTary reduc- 
tion. 

Having {aid thus much on the 
fiibjetl, we fhall conclude, with re- 
commending it to oar Sifter States, 
fthOoncur with us- in meafures, aiu\ 
fcktely neceflaiy at^ this time, for 
redeeming and fupporting the credit 
e£ «ur cune&cy, and r of confe- 
<juencc, individual profperity. We 
ittiifh to fee Comrjuttees formed in 
every irate a nd caiuntry, whofe im- 
mediate bufuiefe it mail be to watch 
agaiaft che depreciation, andpromote 
the value- of the money; and that 
whenever they dkeover any perfon or 
perfon* traducing the fame, by de- 
manding or giving more than a juft 
and regulated price,* that they fum- 
monsa meeting of the inhabitants at 
fame convenient time and place, to 
determine what portion of difgrace 
and d&pprobatkm, fuch perfon or 



perfons (halt undergo* We have, for. fcriptians for railing funds for im- 
the prefent, proposed to reduce our porting their own goods, under the 



prices month by month. But in or- 
der/ to carry the matter into extenfive 
and effectual execution, by a rule 
that will ageee ta alL places and. 
tilings, we are of opinion that a uni- 
serial regulation, capable of apply- 
ing itfelf in all cafes, may be formed 
«tct the * following plan j each place, 
for itfelf,, to afcertain what the prices 
©f the feveral article's, of produce and 



management of perfons to be chofea, 
by a majority of the fubferibers. 

And in order to prevent the un- 
necessary removal of goods from one 
State to another, under various pre- 
tences, by which the prices are en»- 
hanced, it is hereby propofed> that 
the inhabitants of any State, whofe 
ports may at any time be blocked 
up or rendered uafafe, Audi hpe full, 
privilege 
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privilege ttfimjtort their cargoes into 
this port, and to remove the fame 
under the management of a fworn 
agent of their own appointing ; and 
this we prefume will more effectually 
anfwer their purpofe, than their de* 
pending too much on the purchases 
they may hope to make of goods al* 
ready imported ; becaufe, by en-t 
couraging importation, we in a great 
meafure prevent monopolizing* 

It give* the well affected inhabi- 
tants of this city, and their. Commit- 
tees, great pleasure to find, that the 
meafures lately adopted are so gene* 
rally approved and fo warmly fup- 
poried. We can only call it a begin- 
ning, and hope to fee it productive of 
univerfal benefit. 

The Committee have already re*, 
ceived letters of approbation and re- 
cjueft from feverai of the neighbour-* 
kg States, and we in a particular 
manner invite and call on all oar 
fellow citizens of die State of Mary- 
landy bocauie we are perfuaded that 
the contrivances which have been 
carried on between this city and Bal- 
timore, have m an extraordinary 1 
manner contributed to undermine, 
the value of our ctfraency. 

We are now arrived at a period at 
which nothing can hurt us but want 
of honeity, and in which, to be rich, 
or to be torn, depends on our own 
choice and consent ; and foch being 
truly our fituatson, we fubmit 
the further coafideration thereof to 
the wtfdesn, juitise, and patrio- 
tifin of the Skates in union. 

Signed in behalf, and by 

tt^ier of the* Committee, 
WittiAM BaADPOKA, Chairman. 
CmmitUe->Room § J*ly 26, 477c*. 

" ' PbilaJtipbui. 

fo Gtmmitttt ', Seftmber \fi f 1779. 
Reibived, 
That Hhe report of the Committee 
of thirteen, on the memorial of the 
snercAatus, be approved, that aeeK 
f* thereof be figned by the .dtair^ 
Vol. IX. 



ten and fern to the merthantsy aasi 
that the faid report together with 
«h* memorial be pubji&eo% 

Extrad from the MiMtet, 
Jaked Ingb**oh,, Secretary 
T* tbt Gmmktp #/ tb* City rf Phi* 
Ud*ifbU. 

Gentlemen, 

Having at the earlieft comma**** 
ment of this ce*ttff, in the time of 
the 8tamp-ac\ taken a decided pert 
in favturof our country, and perfe* 
vered in the fame line of cendu* 
until the present inAmefct* nofce will 
caff upon us the injurious refiefttol) 
of being inattentive to her intereib. 
We are not to learn, that the de* 
prestation of our money is the moft 
capital inconvenience which fee now 
labours under, and we wtH not'wefle 
arguments to mew what you m*§ 
be fully convinced of,, that no fet of 
nlen in America are more deeply in* 
tereied in removing the ill effipcae 
which flow from that fonree. Am 
we have notoppofed the whites of 
e*r fellow citiaens jn , app e la ting m 
committee for the purpofe 0/ limit* 
tag the price*, fo we fhmal at all 
times concur with them in any mean 
Aires which may tetd to the iatataryi 
purpofet they nave >in view: but w4 
hoU it our indUben&tfe-dnty to lajt 
before you eur ttnikatnts .upon the 
meafures already taken ^ ami shot* 
which may perhaps . be . further a* 
ddpted- 

The limitation of Juices is in the 
principle unjust, becaufe it invades 
the laws of property, fejr compell-J 
mg aopedbn to accept x>f less in ex-* 
change for his goods, than he could 
otherwise obtain, and therefore a&s 
as a tax upon one part of the com-l 
munity only* In the operation, it 
is fHll more unjuft, becaufe k is 
impoflible for any man or fet of mei* 
to be acquainted with* all the cfe* 
cemftances, neeeflkry to ietermine 
writb precifiwl . the . prise* whiiok 

F ought 
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ought, generally to-be taken, and 
even in any particular cafe no man 
can tell, what the change of thofe 
circumftances may be in a month, a 
week, or perhaps a fingle day, in a 
war like the prefent, where a vic- 
tory or defeat at home' or abroad fo 
materially a&fecls infnrance, the value 
of our money, and confequently the 
labour and commodities of our own 
country, exchange, and every arti- 
cle which may have been already 
imported: we will venture to lav it 
down as a maxim, that no limita- 
tion of prices can be proportionate, 
much lefs juft, for three days toge- 
ther. 

But fuppofing the objections 
which lie againft the injuftice of this 
meaAlre could be removed, it would 
then - be unneceiTary, becaufe it 
would then bear that proportion 
Which things in their plain and na- 
tural ftate muft neceflarily arrive at. 
To this indeed it may be objected, 1 
that engroflers have raifed the prices 4 
of forae commodities in an exorbi- 
tant degree*' We know how great 
istfre pepukr odium againft men of 
thi*tcaft, and we would avoid fay-' 
iag any thing upon the occafion, if 
k were not ' neceiTary to convey 
ftp you in; J the fulleft manner the 
jttft fentiments-iof our hearts. It 
muft-be remembered that thefe men 
relieved ;the necemties of Pennfyi- 
vania wheathe enemy were in pof- 
feffion. of her capital, by introduc- 
ing articles of confumption from the 
extremes of the continent. It is 
true they w«re prompted by the 
love of gain,, but whatever may 
have been the caufe, the effects 
certainly was, to* relieve the necefli- 
tie* of the people. Leaving this- 
however out o£ th* queftion, it will 
readily be admitted that the trade of 
ah engrofler confifts in hoarding up 
thofe" arricha which will probably 
become fcarce and dear, to take ad- 
vantage of that circumftance, ere* 
Stingy thereby an artificial, previow 



to a natural fcarcity. TJy the higfc 
price confequent upon the artificial 
fcarcity the actual confumption is 
leflened, the natural fcarcity islcf- 
fened, and an actual want pre- 
vented. Thus the interefted views 
of thefe men,~ like the provident 
fbrefight of a captain who puts his 
people on fhort allowance, prevents 
tn both cafes fufFerings of the moft 
alarming nature. However novel 
this doctrine may be, it is not the 
lefs true on that account, and wilr 
appear with the force of irrefiftible 
evidence if the ftock of goods in' 
America at the commencement of 
the war, and -the importations fince 
be compared with the ftock now on 
hand, and the importations for an 
equal period in time of peace. If 
to this be added the further consi- 
deration that foreign commodities 
imported muft be paid for by native 
productions exported, and the ba* 
lance remain as a debt upon our 
country, the exertions for decreas- 
ing the confumption of foreign ar- 
ticles (on whatever principle) have 
tended greatly to the public advan- 
tage. And to profecute this fub<r 
jeel one ftep further we can affirm,' 
that although fome few perfons may 
have amafled coufiderable fortunes' 
in this way, yet many who have 
gained by it ftiilhold much of their 
property in a nominal wealth, hourly; 
decreasing, and that it is demonftra-' 
ble by calculations on the prices of r 
different articles (whether fpeciey 
bills, or the- produce of our own 
country be taken' as a ftandard) that 
the greater part of thofe lately- en- 
gaged in monopolizing have been 
lofersand not gainers by the bufi- v 

nefs. 

But our objections againft the li- 
mitations of -prices are not fimply- 
founded on the injuftice of the mea- 
fure ; thefe ire mentioned merely 
from our vConviftion of the^ weight ► 
they will Jave .in. your- n^nds,: 
others, equa^yi^rong, are derived 
- - from 
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from the impolicy of it. Whatever 
is unjuft, muft in the end be impo- 
litic, becaufe it faps and deftroy* 
that confidence which is neceSTary 
to fupport the dealings of men with' 
each other. It cannot be denied 
that the hope of gain Stimulates the. 
exertion of merchants as well as of 
other people. If that principle of 
action be taken away* it is natural to 
fuppofe they will ceafe to aft. But 
if it can be demonstrated that all 
their labour will be to a certain lofs, 
no man can fuppofe they muft incur 
it. Salt and woollens, therefore, 
already very fcarce, and abfolutely 
neceSTary for the approaching feafon, 
will, as well as other articles, be no 
longer imported, at -leaft in any 
considerable quantities, and what 
- may be the fufferings of the country 
if that fhould be the cafe, we Would 
rather that you mould conceive; 
than that we mould attempt to de- 
fcribe them. That very little will 
be imported muft be evident, for 
foreigners who are not within the 
effect of thofe determinations which 
you can make, will undoubtedly 
deSift from fendirtg any thing to a 
place where on the inflant of its ar- 
rival, it would be taken from them 
at a price to be fixed by the pur- 
chafer, and where of confequence 
(not being able to examine tho- 
roughly into motives and characters) 
they would apprehend every thing 
from the ignorance and injuftice of 
thofe who they might conceive to 
be unacquainted with the true, prin- 
ciples of commerce, and prompted, 
by views of private advantage. We 
are forry to obferve to you, that the 
beflf intelligence obtained from a- 
broad will nmw that our ideas on the* 



fubjeft are too well founded. 
- That the American merchant 
wfluld purfue a Similar line of con- 
daft was forefeen, and therefore an 
aflbcterien is propofed by which we 
aTC"te?covenMrtj r that we will order 
ottf'veflels tothi^ port, and confirm 
to your limitation. We cannot 



obferve, that the prbfwfal of fuch 
an affociation clearly demon- 
strates the impolicy of any limi- 
tation. Becaufe it mews a con- 
viction that we fhould have pur-r 
fued a different line of conduct, and 
that thofe evils have taken place - 
which are before hinted at. But 
the afibciatkms would be more un- 
juil and impolitic than the limita- 
tion itfelf. For, firft, as it is eon-*- 
fefledly the only meafure that can 
fupport the other, it is chargeable* 
with the like injuftice; fecoridly, iti 
would direct our enemies where tab 
cruize in order to intercept our: 
fupplies, and thirdly, it would 
oblige us to continue a commerce: 
which <we can demonstrate to be/ 
ruinous. 

The meafure of preventing exports* 
from hence to the neighbouring 
States, which is confidered as a* 
means of fupplying Pennfylvania at > 
a cheaper rate, and more plentifully, ' 
will, we are perfuaded, be found, 
pernicious, in the fame manner as 
all felfifh plans of policy have ever 
been. We ihall not dwell here on » 
the conduct which gratitude ought 
to dictate, upon a consideration of; 
the benefit derived from the com- 
merce of others, when we were de- 
prived of it. Neither Shall we at- 
tempt to Shew the evil confequencejr 
which might refurt from fuch a mea- 
fure, as to that political union of the 
feveral States which is neceflary for 
their fafety, liberty, and happinefs* 
But confining onrfelves to consider 
it in a comraercial light, we muuV 
obferve, that it would naturally pro-t 
duce iimilar determinations aaiong: 
them, and preclude us from deriving 
any advantage by their abundance* * 



European merchants will naturaliyv 
for the moft obvious realbns, direct all-' 
their adventurers to Chefapeak-bay* > 
North and South Carolina. This- hat r 
generally been done, and that it has- 
not been univerfally fo f can only bev 
attributed to* thofe caufes which . thai 
but . reftriftions and regulations now in 
F 2 agitatio* 
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agitmiwi wwjd cJfinoMjy renruwct; 
B«fidts this, span a fuppofitkm, that 
by adventitioas caaiea, fad? as tic 
fnooefs of e*r craizers, any articles: 
not abfblnscljr raxrilary, ihould be* 
come pfcntiDal here, Fenafyhrania 
*ool4 be Jepvved of lite benefit of 
«fcckaugiag it m the way of torn* 
mercc with her neighbours, for am 
tides mote neceflary, in which they 
perhaps might abound, 

But tfa|s is not all. No principle 
enn be mora undeniable than that 
Jotne things tmxft be exported, in or~ 
4* to bring back others. Now it is 
a certain fan, that the only article 
we can export h the produce of other 
States ; it, tnerefere, the interconrfe 
with them is art. off, all the copv 
merce of Pennfylvania is that inftant 
at an end. Nor can we help ob£erv- 
ing in this place, that fome credit is 
due to us for thofe exertions, by 
which, in the ihort fpace of a year, 
amid the many discouragements 
as*d lcrfTes we have experiencexi, fach 
a namber of fine veffels have been 
procured, and the trade fo vigour- 
oofly and actively extended without 
any one commodity of this State to 
fnppoit it. 

And here we mot advert to an ar? 

r men* unworthy of notice, bntthat 
hat been fo often repeated, viz. 
that osur commerce has injured the 
credit and value of the money. Pa- 
per money has no value further than 
as a medium of commerce, to eft*- 
mate the value of other things. If 
all trade, of every kind, was ftopped, 
the money would be worth nothing; 
becaufe it could purchase nothing j 
and, on the other hand* the more 
commerce is extended, and the more 
things are bought and fold, and the 
more commodities there are for file, 
the more neceffary fuch medium bt r 
comes, and consequently the more 
yaluable it is. For the truth of this, 
wecan fafeJy appeal to the experience 
of all commercial countries, and if it 
lyes not apparently been |he cafe here. 



we can attribute k only to one fad, 
that the emtJTioiis have been fo great s 
and In fuch continued rapid increafe t 
as to outgo any pufnble extent of our 
commerce in the fame period of time, 
We would with you, gentlemen, 
further to confider what appears to 
us of no little confeq uence, that the 
value of paper money mutt greatly 
depend upon its credit, in this view 
every limitation of prices has a ten- 
dency to injure it* becaufe the pre- 
fuppbfition on which they are found- 
ed, of fome defe&s in its value, ne- 
ccfiarUy impairs the credit* Nor is 
this all : as the general prices in any 
given flaic nr" things wilt be the refult 
of a companion between the quan- 
tity of money, which is the re pre* 
Tentative of commodities in com- 
merce, and the quantity of commor 
dities fo reprefentedj and as any par- 
ticular price will , In the fame ilate 
of things, be the refult of a com- 
parifon between the proportionate 
quantity of that commodity, and the 
proportionate quantity of all other 
commodities in commerce, relative 
to the demand for them respectively, 
it follows clearly, that the prices of 
every commodity in the country will 
bear a juil relation to thefe three ob~ 
jeeb ■; lit, the quantity of money; 
3d, the quantity of commodities ; 
and 3d, the demand for eon Aim p- 
tion : thefe are the natural prices ; 
but if the fir ft or third object be en- 
cjreafed, or the fecond diminifhcd, 
the natural prices mijft rife. The 
pffed of any limitation of price h f 
firfi* to decreafe the quantity of the 
limited commodity, by removing all 
temptation to fupply the daily con- 
funtption ; fecondly, to decreafe it 
further, by inducing individuals, to 
conceal apart of the ftopk at market; 
and thirdly, to increafe the con- 
fum ption, by enabling men to ob- 
tain, at a cheaper rate, #hat may be 
immediately in the power of thofe 
who limit : the limitation, there- 
fore, has a direft tendency to raife 

4k 
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ffee natural prices, 
fcual price is fixed, jthe difference 
muft, in the common courfe of 
things, be thrown upon other com* 
modifies, and that will proportion* 
ably rife, and equally diftrefs the 
con Turners. If, in fuck cafe, the li- 
mitation be extended, it decreafe* 
the quantity of (6 many more com- 
modities, and raifes the natural 
prices very greatly, A generit 
limitation then appears to bes- 
come neceflary; but the inftant it 
takes place, it again decreafes the 
commodities in commerce, and un- 
avoidably produces a redundancy in 
the circulating medium. That part 
of it, which cannot be employed in 
buying other things, becomes ufe- 
lefs, and confequently worth no* 
thing ; die efrect of this is to impair 
the credit, aad leflen the value of the 
remainder ; diffidence enfues, banter 
fakes place of money purchases, and 
in this fituation, one of two things- 
Incomes inevitable, either that the 
limitations will become, by unani* 
mous confent, deftroyed, or that the 
paper currency will be deftroyed by 
a confent as unanimous. The for- 
mer of thefe things hath happened, 
where the limitations have been tri- 
ed, the latter we hope, and truft in 
God, never will happen. 

But our obje&Ofis to the particu- 
lar limitation in queftion, do not ter- 
minate here. We are to obferve to 
you, that if you wiih to remove an 
effect, you muil begin by removing 
the caufes, and not hope to wither 
the caufes, by lopping off their con- 
sequences. You think of limiting 
the prices of imported articles, but 
t,befe prices depend upon various in- 
cident*. Firft, upon the price of 
our own productions, then upon the 
price of the labour to produce them ; 
that npon the price of the necefiaries 
pf lift to fuftain it; thofe again, ia 
a. great degree, upon the quantity of 
our money ; and all npon the winds, 
the &afp$t» the ravage* of war, the 
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But as the ac- calls for militia, for c*tert, 

teau-men, horfes-, and a thouijunl 
other contingencies, which it is. not 
in human prudence to ibrefee, lb 
obviate, to regulate, or to provide 
for. Secondly, upon the. prices #f 
Vefleis and their outfits, waieh reft 
en the fame fluctuation of uncertaia- 
taks with the former. And, thirdly, 
upon the premium of ififuraaoe 
founded on the rifk of a voyage, 
which is to be eftimated by the events 
of the moment. *£f then you would 
limit the pice of foreign artklci, 
you. mull enable a merchant to gift 
his goods freighted upon moderate 
terms, hx the prices of goods he js 
to export, and open an infurance for 
a low premium. But until theft 
things oe accomplifhed, you may* 
indeed, by an ad -of power, fbrofc 
away the property of men at fuok 
rates as yon may think proper to 
allow ; hut like him who owned the, 
goofe which laid golden eggs, yom 
will cut off the fource of ay farther 
fepplies, and like him too, whe* 
you do repent, you will repeat m 
vain. 

We are thus free with you, Gen- 
tlemen, becaufc'We forefee the met 
pernicious confequenees, not only 
to ourfelveff, but to our country is 
general, and to convince you that 
we do not proceed on any light 
ground, we have fubjoined cakula* 
dons on the price of fait, mm, cof- 
fee, and tea. Thefe are two-fold* 
firft, on fa&s as they are, feeoftdly, 
on a fuppofitdon that the public 
would cover our property at a more 
moderate infurance ; for as, to the 
limitations of freight, aad our owb 
commodities, they are not only iuw 
juft and impolitic, out we believe 
utterly impracticable. We (late the 
following fa£b, which we think in- 
cooteftible, fiii, that fuch a vefiH 
as might have been formerly bought 
for 600L or 700L would now coit 
upwards of 40,0001. fecondly, thai; 
the outfits of fucka veflel, on every 

voyage. 
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voyage, would Be upwards of 5060k 
that tobaccois at the rate of 25I. to 
30I. pet cent, befides charges ; and, 
nlburthly, that infurance is at the 
rate of 35I. to 40I. per cent* be- 
tween this port and St. Euftatiav 
Jfl oor calculations, we Hate a veffel 
^carrying eighty hogftieads of to- 
bacco at 40,0001, the outfits, wear 
and tare, at 5000L the tobacco put 
©U board at 251. and the infurance at 
33L and one third. And fuppofe, 
in the fecond inftance, infurance to 
tot only 20I. and we take the prices 
limited at Philadelphia, 61. 5s: for 
rum, 4I. 10s. for tea, and 15s. for 
'toffee, it will, by thefe calculations; 
appear that the importer, when the 
infurance is as high as it now is, 
muft k>fe, on a veffel with eighty 
hogftieads of tobacco cargo, by im- 
porting rum 46,372!. by importing 
coffee 40,1801. and by importing 
tea 53,3441, or if the infurance 
«nuld be had at 20L per cent, he 
"Would lofeon the rum 4122L on the 
tea 12,0941. and oh the coffee he 
would gain 1070L It will alfo fur- 
ther appear, that on the firft ftate t 
<alt would coft here 40L on the fe- 
cond 22L 10s. We fhall make no 
Comments on thefe calculations, but 
aflbre yon of our fincere wifties, that 
tney could be rendered more favour- 
able to America. We affure you 
further, that we fhould moft readily 
co-operate in every meafoxe that will 
tend to appreciate the currency of 
the Continent. We have already 
fbbfcribed amply to the public 
lands, although they are by no 
means on fuch footing as they ought 
to be, in order to hold out proper 
encouragement to the lenders, and 
we will chearfully pay three, four, 
Or even five years taxes in advance. 

Perhaps^we may be aiked our opi* 
nion as to the meafures which we 
conceive neceflary for thepurpofes 
we have in view with our fellow 
citizens, and which it is fo much 
our particular interests to profecute* 



We do not he^tate'tl^ive this quek 
tion an immediate -anfiver. The 
firft thing neceflary is to take off the 
embargo, and every other regula- 
tion and limitation of commerce, 
and to prevent the unneceflary pur- 
chafe, of wheat, flour, and other 
seceffaries . at remote places, by 
Commiflaries and Quarter-m afters. 
Secondly, to fix the value of the 
anoney borrowed by the Continent, 
and in fo doing to give a fufficient 
advantage as an inducement to the 
lenders, that fums may be by that 
means obtained for the public ex- 
igencies without farther emiflions. 
Thirdly, to enable merchants to 
make remittances abroad at a low 
rate in the way of exchange. And, 
fourthly, to levy taxes of one, two, 
or three pence in the pound month- 
ly, upon the aftual value of eftates, 
eftimated according to the prices of 
fuch articles, native and foreign, as 
may be taken for a ftandard in the 
following manner: The prices of 
thofe articles in the year 1773, to be 
taken as the firft number, the valuie 
of an eftatein lands, houies, &c. as 
they would have fold at the fame 
period as the fecond number ; the 
prefent prices of the fhndard articles 
as the third number ; and the fourth 
number, which may be found in 
proportion to the three former, as 
the fum on which the tax fhould be 
levied. Meafures like thefe, we 
will venture to fay, would immedi- 
ately arreil the depreciation in its 
prefent Hate, and daily reitore our 
money by juft degrees to its priftrne 
value, without diftrefling the people, 
and render it the immediate, as it 
certainly is, the remote intereft of 
every man to begin the lowering of 
prices with his own commodities, 
without fetting arbitrary rules for 
his neighbours, and to induce them 
to. lower theirs fimply by refraining 
from the purchafe of thofe things 
which are too dear. If after all, re- 
gulations fliould be neceflary, they 
< ought 
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ought to be laid on the neceffanes 
and not on the luxuries oflife. Nor 
can it at any time be julHfiable to 
oblige one man to part with his pro^ 
perty, merely to gratify the palate of 
another : ftill lefs can any reafon be- 
conceived for laying a rbinous tax 
on the induftrious merchant, that 
dmnkennefs.of the moft dangerous 
and pernicious kind may be render- 
ed cheap, yet fuch is the effect of at 
limitation on the price of rum. l 

Thus, gentlemen, we have taken' 
the liberty to give you our fenti-. 
ments at large on a fubjeft of the 
utmoft importance to us, to you/ 
and our country in general* We 
have done this from a iincere defire 
to harmonize with you, in the fulleft' 
manner, that the meafures to be 
taken may be wifely defigned and' 
vigoroufly executed. We lament' 
thofe appearances of dlf-union which' 
have given hopes to our enemies 
and infpired our friends with doubts, 
jealoufies, and apprehenfions. But 
we hope, that whatever private dif- 
ferences, of lefler moment, may 1 
exift, the entire union of all ranks, ■ 
on an occafion fo important to the ; 
liberty and independence of Ame- 
rica, will convince the world fhat ' 
we know how to bury in oblivion all 
little animofities, where the glo- 
rious caufe of our country is con- 
cerned. 

We are, Gentlemen, 
Your moil obedient, 

And humble fervants, . 
John Kean, George Kennedy, Phi- 
lip Wilfon, John Steinmbtz, John " 
Lardner, • Ifaac Mofes, William 
Turnbull, John Purviance, Geo. 
Meade, Jofeph Cowperthwait, 

• Thomas Moore, Francis Lewis, 
junior, Charles Young, J. Shal- l 

■ lus, Francis Gurney, John Don- 
naldfon, William Bell, Peter 

' freneau*; John Campbell, James 
King, Thomas Franklin, Samuel " 

* M«redith, James Cochran, John ' 
Meafe, Patrick Moore, John 

^Pringle* Jaifces Caldwell, Ah-- 



'drew Hodge, junior, John White*' 

<• Charles White, John Imlay, Wil-; 

iiam Alricks,- Samuel Ihglis; aad* 

• ! Co. J ames Totten ; ' Andrew Ran- ' 

"ner, Jofeph C.Filher, Benjamin^ 

Davis, ; junior, * William Pollard,^ 

''Alexander Tod, Matthew Dnn- f 

can, William Lawrence, Willianv 

Davis, Thomas Morris, John 

Ramfay, Ifaac Cox, ThomaV 

Barclay, BertlesShee, Alexander' 

-Nelfcn, David Lenox, Willianv 

Crofs,' John Nixon, John BeneV 

- zet, John Wilcocks;. David <fit. : 
Conyngham, Alexander Fbfter,* 

- John Murray, John Boyle, PfeteV* 
Whitefide, Jofeph Carfon, James' 

- Aifh, James Vanuxem, Nicholas ' 
Low, Samuel C. 'Morris, Robert' 
Bridges,* Jonathan Mifflin, John' 
Patton, David, piincan, Robert* 
Duncan, Francis C. Haflenclever, 
James Crawford, Cadwallader 
Morris, Lardne Clark, Samuel: 
Caldwell, t J6hn Barclay, John ' 
M'Kim, James .Meafe, Pelatiah" 
Webfter, Robert Morris, Alex-' 

* anderNcfbirt, Townfend White. 



Circular Letter from the Ceugrtfs $f 
the United States of America, to 
their Confthucnts* 

Friendsand Fellow-citizens, 
' In governments raifed on the ge- 
nerous principles of equal liberty, 
where the rulers of the State are the ' 
fervants of the people, and not ' 
the matters of thofe from whom they ' 
derive authority : it is their duty to 
inform their fellow citizens of the Irate - 
of their affairs, and by evincing the 
propriety of public meafures, lead 
them to unite the influence of incli- 
nations, to the force of legal obliga- 
tion in rendering them fuccefsful, . 
This duty ceafes not, even in times - 
of the moft perfect peace, order and 
tranquility, when the fafety of the 
commonwealth is neither endangered 
by force of fedu&ion from abroad, - 
or by faction, treachery, or mif- 
guided ambition from within. Ac 
th;s fealen? therefore,, we £nd onr- 

felves 
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felwes m a particular manner ini- 

{frefled with a.fenfe of it, and can no 
©j^ger forbear calling your attenttpn 
to a fubject mack mifreprefentcd, 
and refpccling w^ich, oangerous, t as 
well as errone^s opinions, have 
Been held and propagated % we mean 
ypur finances, 

' Tie ungrateful defnotifra and -in- 
ordinate love of domination, which 
marked the unnatural defigns of the 
Britiih King and his venal Parlia- 
ment toenflave the people of Ame- 
ri{$, reduced you to the neceffity of 
cither aflerting your rights by arms, 
or Ingloriouuy pafiing under die 
yoke. You nobly preferred war. 
4rmies were then to be xaifed, paid 
And fupjplied; money became ne- 
c^uary for thefe purpofes. Of your 
own there was but httle ; and of no 
nation in the world could you then 
borrow. The little that was fpread 
among you could be collected only 
Ky taxes, and to this end regular go- 
vernments were eflential ; of thefe 
you were alfo deftitute* So circum- 
stanced* you had no other refource 
but the natural value and wealth of 
your fertile country. Bills were if- 
fued on the credit of this bank, and 
your faith was pledged for their 
redemption* After a confiderable 
number of thefe had circulated, loam 
were foliated, and offices for the 
purpofe eftablifhed. Thus a national 
debt was unavoidably created, and 
the amount of it is as follows ; 

Dollars. 
Bills emitted an circulating, 

59,948,880 
Monies borrowed before the 1 ft 
of March, 1778, the intereft 
of which is payable in 

France, 7»S4S» I 9 6 6 7'9 

Monies borrowed fince the ift 
of March, 1778, the intereft 
of which is payable here 

26,188,909 
Money due abroad, not exactly 
known — the balance not hav- 
ing been tranfmitted, fuppof- 
ed about . 4,000,000 



For your farther iatisfa&wn w4 
ihall order a particular account o£ 
^e jfeveral emUfio^s, with the times, , 
limited for their redemption, and 
alfo of the feveral loans, the intereft 
allowed on each, and the terms af- 
figned for their payment, to be pre^ 
pared and published. 

The taxes have as yet brought, 
into the Treafury no more than 
3,027,560, fq that all the moniess 
fupplied to Congrefs by the people 
0/ America, amount to no more than 
36,761,665 dollars and 67 cloths,* 
that being the f urn of the loans and 
taxes received. Judge then of the, 
neceffity of emiffions, and learn from 
whom and from whence that necef- 
fity arofe. 

We are alfo to inform you, that, 
an the firfi day of -September inftant,, 
we refolved, " that we would on 
no account whatever emit more bills 
of credit than to make the whole - 
amount of fuch bills two hundred 
millions of dollars, and as the Aim 
emitted and in circulation amounted 
to 159,648^880 dollars, and the funv 
of 40,051,120 dollars remained to. 
compleat the two hundred millions . 
above-mentioned, we on the 3d day 
of September inft. further refolved, 
that we would emit fuch part only 
of the faid fum of 40,05 1,120 dollars t 
as fhould be abiblutely nececflary for • 
public exigencies before adequate, 
fupplies could otherwife be obtained^ 
relyling for fuch fupplies on the ex- 
ertions of the feveral States. 

Exclufive of the great and ordi* 
nary expenc*s incident to the war, - 
the depreciation of the currency has 
fo fwelled the prices of every necef- 
fary article, and, of confequence, 
made fuch additions to the uftxal a- 
mount of expenditures, that very 
confiderable fupplies, mull be imme- 
diately provided by loans and taxes : 
and we unanimously declare it to he 
effential to the welfare of thefe 
States, that the taxes already called 
for,, be paid into- the Continental 
Treafury by the timp KCOM&ejftitA 
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For that purpofe. It is Alio highly 
proper that you fllould extend your 
views beyond that period, and pre- 
pare in feafon as well for bringing 
your refpeftive quotas of troops into 
the field early in the next campaign, 
as for providing the fupplies necef- 
fary in the courfe of it. We fhall 
take care to apprize you from time 
to time of the ftate of the Treafury, 
and to recommend the proper mea- 
fures for fupplying it. To keep 
your battalions full, to encourage 
loans, and to aflefs your taxes with 
prudence, collect theni with firm- 
nefs, and pay them with punctua- 
lity, is all that will be requifite on 
your part. Further ways and means 
of providing for the public exigen- 
cies, are now under confideration, 
and will foon be laid before you. 

Having thus given you a fhort and 
plain ftate of your debt, and pointed 
out the neceflity of punctuality in 
furnifhing the fupplies already re- 
quired, we mall proceed to make a 
:ew remarks on the depreciation of 
the currency, to which we entreat 
your attention. 

The depreciation of bills of credit 
is always either natural or artificial, 
or both. The latter is our cafe. The 
moment the fum in circulation ex- 
ceeded what was neceflary as a me- 
dium in commerce, it began and 
continued to depreciate in propor- 
tion as the amount of the furplus 
increafed ; and that proportion 
would hold good until the fum 
emitted fhould become fo great as 
nearly to equal the value of the ca- 
pital or flock, on the credit of which 
the bills were iffued. Suppofing, 
therefore, that 30,000,000 was ne- 
ceflary for a circulating medium, 
and that 160,000,000 had iflued, 
the natural depreciation is but little 
more than five to one : but the ac- 
tual depreciation exceeds that pro- 
portion, and that excefs is artificial. 
The natural depreciation is to be re- 
moved only by leflening the quantity 

Vol. IX. 
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of money in circulation. It will tc+ 
gain its primitive value -whenever it 
mall be reduced to the fum neceflary 
for a medium of commerce. This is 
only to be effected by loans and taxes. 

The artificial depreciation is a 
more ferious fubject, and merits mi* 
nute inveftigation. A diftruft (how- 
ever occafioned) entertained by the 
mafs of the people, in the ability or 
inclination of the United States to 
redeem their bills, is the caufe of it. 
Let us enquire how far reafon will 
juftify a diftruft in the ability of the 
United States. 

The ability of the United States 
mad depend on two things : firft, 
the fuccefs of the prefent revolution, 
and, fecondly, on the fumciency of 
the natural wealth, value, and re- 
fources of the country. 

That the time has been when 
honeft men might, without being 
chargeable with timidity, have 
doubted the fuccefs of the prefent 
revolution, we admit ; but that pe- 
riod is panned. The independence 
of America is now as fixed as fate, 
and the petulant efforts of Britain 
to break it down are as vain and 
fruitlefs as the raging of the waves 
which beat againft their cliffs. Let 
thofe who are ftill amifted with thefe 
doubts confider the character and 
condition of our enemies. Let them 
remember that we are contending 
againft a kingdom crumbling into 
pieces ; a nation without pubHc vir- 
tue ; and a people fold to, and be- 
trayed by their own reprefentatives ; 
againft a Prince governed by his 
paffions, and a Mimftry without con- 
fidence or wifdom ; againft armies 
half paid, and Generals' half truft- 
ed ; againft a government equal only 
to plans of plunder, conflagration 
and murder — a government oy the 
moft impious violations of the rights 
of religion, juftice, humanity and 
mankind, courting the vengeance of 
Heaven, and revolting from the pro- 
tection of Providence. Againft the 

G fury 
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furv o£ thefe enemies you made 
fuC&ftfiil 4cfifta&e^ \vhefft' fin'gte, 
alcJnef,-&ft& friendlefs, irf the days of 
welkriefs and infancy^' before your 
hafrds/'liad been taught to war or 
yotrV fingers tO'fight. And can there 
be^any reafon to apprehend that the 
Divine 1 DiQ>ofer 6f' human events, 
after tiavirig fsparated us from the 
hoirfe of bondage, and led us fafe 
thrdugh la fqa of blood, towards the 
laftd.ttf liberty and promife, will 
leave flie work of buf w po!itical re- 
demjftibri unfiniflied. and either 
permit us - %6 jperifh in a wildernefs 
of difficulties, -or fafFer us to be car- 
ried back* in chains* to that country 
of^opprefSon, from whofe tyranny 
hehatn mercifully, delivered us with, 
a niched out ariru ■>' * 

"fiti clofe alliance with one of the 
moil . powerful nations in Europe, 
wfcich has geheroufly 'made our caufe 
her own, in amity With many others, 
VLrtd enjoying the good will of all, ^ 
whit danger, have we "to Tear from* 
Britain?" Iriftead of acquiring ac- 
cetTibns of, territory by conque'ft, the 
limit's *of her empire daily contract ; 
her fleets no longer rule the ocean, 
nor" are her armies invincible by 
land. "How many of her ftandards, 
wfeffed from the hands, of her cham- 
pions/ are among your trophies, and 
have graced the triumphs of your 
trkops ?* And how great is the num- 
ber of thofe, who, fent to bind you 
In c fetters, have become your cap r 
^tivesi and receive their lives from 
your hands ? In fhort; whoever con- 
fides that thefe States are daily in- 
creafing in' power ; that their armies 
are become veterans ; that their go- 
vernments, founded in freedom, are 
*itablifyed ; that their fertile coun- 
try, and "their affectionate ally, fur- 
nflh them with ample fupplies j that 
the Spanifh monarch, well prepar- 
ed" for war with fleets and armies 
ready for combat, and a treafury 
overflowing with wealth, has enter- 
ed the lifts againjl Britain ; that the 



other European nations, often. ln*». 
fulted by her pride, and, alarmed by 
the ftrides of Her ambition, have 
left her to her fate ; that Ireland, 
wearied with her oppreffions, ia 
panting for liberty, and even Scot^ 
lahd.difpleafed and uneafy at her 

edi&s.- Whoever conftders thefe 

things, inftead of doubting the iffue 
of the war, will rejoice in the glo- 
rious, the fure and certain profpeft 
of fuccefs. 

This point being eftahlifhed, the 
next queftion is whether the natural 
wealth, value and refqurce of the 
country will be equal to the pay-r 
ment of the debt ? 

Let us fuppofe, for the lake of 
. argument, that at the conclufion of 
the war, the emifuons mould amount 
to 1 200,000,000, that exclufive of 
fupplies from taxes, which will not 
be inconfiderable, the loans fhould 
amount to 100,000,000, then the 
whole national debt of the Uuited 
States would be 300,000,600. There 
are at prefent 3,000,000 of inhabi- 
tants in the thirteen States; three 
hundred million of dollars divided 
among three million of people would 

five to each perfon one hundred 
ollars ; and is there an individual in 
America unable in the courfe of 
eighteen or twenty years to pay it 
again ? Suppofc the whole debt af r 
fefled, as it ought to be, on the 
inhabitants in proportion to their re- 
fpe&ive eftates, what would then be 
t.he fhare of the poorer people ? Per- 
haps not ten dollars. Befides, as 
this debt will not be payable imme- 
diately, but probably twenty years 
allotted for it, the number of inha- 
bitants by that time in America, will 
be far more than double their pre- " 
feht amount. It is well known that 
the inhabitants of this country en T 
creafed almoft in the ratio of cohit 
pound intereft. By natural popula T 
tion they doubled every twenty years, 
and how great may be the hoft of 
emigrants from other countries can- 
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not he ascertained. We liave tfre 
higheft reifon tp believe the numr 
ber will be Immenfe. Suppofe that 
pnly ten thousand mould arrive, the 
fixft year after .the. war,, what wfl) 
thofe ten thouland with their Families 
count in twenty years time ? Froba T 
bly double the numben This pi- 
fervation applies, with proportionable 
force to the emigrants of every fife,, 
ceflive year. Thus you fee £re'at 
part of your debt will be payable not 
merely by the prefent number of in- 
habitants, but by->.that number /wel- 
led and,increafed by the natural po- 
pulation of the prefent inhabitants, 
by multitudes of emigrants daily arr 
riving from other countries, and by 
the natural population of thofe fuc- 
Cemve emigrants, fo that, every per- 
ron's fharc of the debt will be con^ 
ftantly diminifhing by others coming 
in to pay a proportion of it. 

Thefe are advantages which hone 
put yqung. countries enjoy. The 
number of inhabitants „in every 
country in Europe, remains nearly 
the fame From one century to auo? 
ther. . No country will produce 
more people than it can fubiiit, ana 
every country, if free and cultivate 
ed, will produce as many as it can. 
maintain. Hence we may form 
fome idea of the future population 
of thefe States. , Exteniive wilder- 
nefles, how fcarcely. known or exr 
plored, remain to be cultivated, and 
y^ft lakes, and rivers, whofe watery 
nave for ages rolled in filence and 
obfeurity to, the ocean, are yet to 
hear the. din of induftry, .. become 
fubfervient to commerce, an,<t boa# 
delightful villas., glided fpires, and 
fpacious cities, rising on their banks, 

T^us much for the number of 
jperfpns to pay tne debt. The, next 
point is theif. ability^ , ^They ,wjip 
enquire how, many millions of acres 
are ebntainecT ,only in the .fettled 
bar* of , North- America, ah,cL now 
- much each' acre is worth, will ac- 
quire very Enlarged and yet very 
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adequate ideas pr.thjp value of t£i£ 
country, But thofe who will carry 
,their enquiries, further* and . learn 
that . we heretofore paijoL an annual 
jax to Britain of tnree millions fieri* 
ing in the .way of. track, and #U| 
grew rich » .that Qtur cpmmerce was 
then confined 'to )^er ; t xh$x. w.e. wer^ 
obliged *P carry our commodities, to 
jier, market, and confeauentjy to fell 
them at,, her price j . tnat we were 
compelled to purchafe foreign com* 
modities at her ftaresy and oa her 
terms^ and were forbad to eftabliifc 
any manufactories incompatible .with 
her, vjews.of gain; r tnat in future the 
whole world will te open to usj and 
we mall be at liberty to purchafe 
From tnofe who will fell on ,the beft 
terms, and, to fell tp thofe who will 
give the bell prices ; that as this 
country increafes in number of in- 
habitants and cultivation, the pro- 
ductions of the, earth will be pro- 
portionably encreafed, and the riches 
of the whole proportionably great- 
er : whoever . examines the force of 
thefe and fimilar. obfervations mult 
Anile at . the ignorance of thofe who 
doubt the t ability of the United 
States to redeem their bills* 
, I^et it alio be . remembered thai 
paper money is the only kind of 
money whlcn cannot " make unto 
itfelf wings and fly away." It res- 
mains with us, it will not foriake. 
us, if is always ready and at hancj. 
for . the purpofe . of commerce or 
taxes,, and every induftriaus man can 
find it. On the contrary, mould 
Britain like Ninevah (and for the 
fame reafon) yet find mercy, and 
efcape the ftorm ready to burit upon 
her, flie. will find her national debt in 
a very different fituatlon. Her terri- 
tory diminifhed, her people^ wafted, 
her, cpmmerce ruined, her monopo*. 
lies gone, fhe muA provide for the 
dif^harge t of her immenfe .debt by 
taxes to be, paid in fpecie, in gold 
or filver, perhaps now buried in the 
mines of Mexico or Peru, or (till 
G 2 concealed 
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concealed in the brooks and rivulets 
of Africa- or Indoftan. 

Having fhewn that there is no 
rcafon to doubt the ability of the 
United States to pay their debt, let 
tos next enquire whether as much 
can be faid for their inclination. 

Under this head, three things are 
to be attended to : 

ill- Whether and in what manner 
the faith of the United States have 
been pledged for the redemption of 
their bills. 

2d. Whether they have put them- 
felves in a political capacity to re- 
deem them— and, 

3d. Whether, admitting the two 
former proportions*, there is any 
reafon to apprehend a wanton viola- 
tion of the public faith. 

1 ft. It muft be evident to every 
man who reads the journals of Con- 
grefs, or looks at the face of one of 
their bills, that Congrefs have 
pledged the faith of their condiments 
For the redemption of them. And 
it muft be equally evident, not only 
that they had authority to do fo, 
but that their conftituents have actu- 
ally ratified their afls, by receiving 
their bills, pafling laws, eftablifhing 
their currency, and punifhing thofe 
who counterfeit them. So that it 
may with truth be faid that the peo- 
ple have pledged their faith of the 
redemption of them, that not only 
collectively by their reprefentatives, 
but individually. 

2d. Whether the United States 
have put themfelves in a pofitieal 
capacity to redeem their bills, is a 
queftion which calls for mere full 
oifcuflion. > 

Our enemies, as well foreign a& 
domeftic, have laboured to* raife 
doubts on this head. They argue 
that the confederation of the States 
remains yet to be perfefted ; that 
the union may be difTolved ; Con- 
grefs be abolifhed, and each State 
refuming its delegated powers, pro- 
ceed kr future to fecid and exercift 



all the rights of fovereigntv apper- 
taining to an independent ltate. In 
fuch an event, fay they, the con- 
tinental bills of credit, created and 
fupported by the union, would die 
with it. This pofttion being alTum- 
ed, they next proceed to alfert this 
event to be probable, and in proof 
of it urge our divisions, our parties, 
our feparate interefts, diflinft man- * 
ners, former prejudices, and many 
other arguments equally plaufible 
and equally fallacious. Examine 
this matter. 

For every purpofe eflential to the 
defence of thefe States in the progrefs 
of the prefent war, and necelTary to 
the attainment of the objects of it, 
thefe States now are as fully, legally, 
and abfolutely confederated, as it is 
poffible for them to be. Read the 
credentials of the different delegates 
who compofed the Congrefs in 1774, 
1775, and part of 1776. You will 
find that they eftabJimed an union 
For the exprefs purpofe of oppofing 
the oppreflions of Britain, and ob- 
taining redrefs of grievances. On 
the 4th of July, 1776, your repre- 
fentatives in Congrefs, percei vi ng 
that nothing lefs than unconditional 
fubmiifion would fatisfy our enemies, 
did in the name of the people of the 
Thirteen United Colonies, declare ' 
them to be Free and Independent 
States, and " for the fupport of that . 
" declaration, with a firm reliance 
** on the protection of divine Provi- 
" dence, did mutually pledge to 
" each other their lives, their for- 
** tunes, and their facrcd honour." 
Was ever confederation more formal, 
more folemn, or explicit; it haa 
been expre&ly afTented to and ratified 
by every ftate in the union*— Ac* 
cordingly, for the direft fupport of 
this declaration, that is lor the fup- 
port of the independence of thefe 
States, armies have been raifed, and 
bills of credit emitted, and loans 
made to pay and fupply them. The 
ademption therefore of tfcefe bills, 
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the payment of theft debts, and the 
fettlement of the accounts of the 
feveral States, for expenditures or 
fervices for the common benefit and 
in this common caufe, are among 
the objefts of this confederation , fc 
and confequently while all or any of 
its objefts remain unattaiaed, it can- 
not, ib far as it may refpett fuch ob- 
jects, be diffolved, confident with 
the laws of God or man. 

But we are perfuaded, and our 
enemies will find, that our union is 
not to end here, They are mi/taken 
when they fuppofe us kept together 
only by a fenfe of prefent danger. 
It is a faft which they only will dif- 
pute, that the people of thefe States 
were never fo cordially united as at 
this day. By having been obliged 
to mix with each other, former pre- 
judices have worn off, and their 
feveral manners become blended . 
A fenfe of common permanent in- 
tereft, mutual affettion (having been 
brethren in affliction) the ties of fan- 
guinity daily extending, con ftant re- 
ciprocity of good offices, fimilarity 
in language, in governments, and 
therefore in manners, the import- 
ance, weight, and fplendor pf the 
union, all confpire in forming a 
tirong chain of connection, which 
muft for ever bind us together. The 
United Provinces of the Netherlands 
and the United Cantons of Switzer- 
land became free and independent 
under circumftanees very like ours : 
their independence has been long 
eftatyifhed, and yet their confedera- 
cies continue in full vigour. What 
reafon can be f affigned why our 
union mould be'lefs lafUng ? or why 
lhould the people of thefe States be 
fuppofed lefs wife than the inhabi- 
tants of thofe? You are not unin- 
formed that a plan for a perpetual 
confederation has been prepared, and 
that twelve of the thirteen fUtes 
have already acceded to it. Bu^ 
enough ha* bceju faid w Jhe w that 

or tub 

' UNIVER, 



for every pnrpofe of the prefent wtr, 
and all things incident to it, there 
does at prefent exift a perfect fo- 
lemn confederation, and therefore 
that the States now are and always 
will be in political capacity to re- 
deem their bills, pay their debts* 
and fettle their accounts. 

3d. Whether admitting the abi- 
lity and political capacity of the 
United States to redeem their bills, 
there is any reafon to apprehend a 
wanton violation of the public faith I 

It is with great regret and reluct- 
ance that we can prevail upon our* 
felves to take the leaft notice of a 
qucflJon which involves in it a doubt 
U) injurious to the honour and dig- 
nity of America. 

The enemy, aware that the ftrength 
of America lay in the union of her 
citizens, and the wifdom and inte- 
grity of thole to whom they commit- 
ted the direction of their affairs, have 
taken unwearied pains to difunite. 
and alarm the people, to depreciate 
the abilities and virtue of their rulers, 
and to impair the confidence repofejj 
in them by their conftitaents. To 
this end repeated attempts have been 
made to draw an abfurd and fanciful 
line of difUnction between the Con- 
grefs and the people, and to create 
an opinion and a belief that their in- 
terests and views were different and 
oppofed. Hence the ridiculous tales, 
the invidious infinuations, and the 
whimfical fufpicions that have been 
forged and propagated by difguifed 
emiflaries -and traitors, in the garb of 
patriots. Hence has proceeded the 
notable difcovery, that as the Con- 

frefs made the, money they alfo can 
eftroy it ; and in that will exiil no 
longer than they find it convenient to 
permit it. 

From the London Gazette. 
Admiralty Office, Q&. 12, 1779. 
A lener from Captain Pearfon, of 
his Majefty's lhip Serapis, to Mr. 
Stephens, 
r . 'V 
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4Kq>hefir, pF t wkich the folfowirig is 

V copy, Was yefterday received if his 

bMce: 

Dallas, French frigate, in Ctingrefs 

fervid, Text!, O^fr. 6. 1 7 79. 
* o - - » T 

You 'will |e>leafedpipfbJcmtBe 
Lords Commiffioners of the Adjni*- 
ralty, that on the 23d ult. being clofe 
In with Scarborough, about eleven 
O'clock, a boat came oh board witn 
^ letter fronj the Bailiffs of that cor; 
poration, giving information, of i 
flying fijuadrbn 61* the enemy's Atips 
being on the, 'cdaft, ah$. gf a 
feart of the fa;d fyuaoVon having beeii 
feen from thence the day before, 
Handing to the fouthward. As foon 
as I received this intelligence, t made 
ihe fignal for the convoy to bear down 
jmder my lee, and repeated it with 
two gunj; notwithftanding which, 
ihe van of the convoy kept their wind, 
tith all fail nretcniiig out to the 
Southward from under Flamtiorough 
head, till between twelve and one, 
When the headmoft of them got fight 
bf the enemy's mips, which were then 
in chace of them ; they then tacked, 
and made the beft of their way under 
fhore for Scarborough, &c. letting 
fly their top-gallant meets, and firing 
guns ; upon which I made all the fail 
I could to windward, to get between 
the enemy's mips and the convoy, 
which I foon effected. Atone o'clock 
we. got fight of the enemy's (hips 
From the maflt-head, and about four 
we made them plain from the deck 
to be three large fhips and a brig; 
upon which I made the Countefs of 
Scarborough's fignal to join me, ihe* 
being in more with the convoy, at 
the fame time I made the fignal for 
the convoy to make the beft of their 
way, and repeated, the fignal with 
two guns: I then brought to, to let 
the, Countefs of Scarborough come up, 
•and cleared fhip for action. At half 
pad fi,Ye the Countefs of Scarborough 

Ioined me, the enemy's (hips then 
icariiTg <lpwn upon us, with a light 



]&wze atS. S. ff.it fix icEe|, Jftf 
jaid bur head in fhore, ? ,iri order tjpf 
keep our ground the better between 
tie enemy s fliips and the convoys, 
foon after >vnicn we, perceived the 
fliips hearing down upon us to be\,$r 
two : deck'edlnipand two frigates, but 
from their keeping end on upon usi 
on bearing down we could ^ not diA 
cern what colours, they^were under i 
atabouj to minutes gait feyen, the 
Jargett fhip of the three brought to, 
on our, larboard bow, within mufte^ 
Jhot: I hailed him, and afked what 
fcipit'was; theyanfweredihEngJihi. 
the Princefs Royal j I then aBte4 
where they belonged to, they anfwer- 
id evafively ; on which I told them, 
if they did not anfwer diredlly, I 
would fire into them j they then an- 
fwered with a (hot, which was ihflant? 
ly returned with a broadfide; arid 
after exchanging two or three broad- 
fides, he backed his topfails, and 
dropped upon our quarter withih pi£> 
tol mot, then filled again, put hit 
helm a-weather, and run us on board 
upon our weather quarter, and at- 
tempted to board us, but being re- 
pulled he fheered off ; upon which I 
backed our topfails, in order to ge£ 
fquare with him again, which, as 
foon as he obferved, he then filled, 
put his helm a-weather, and Jaid us 
athwart hawfe ; his mizen fhrouda 
took our jib boom, which hung him 
for fome time, till at laft gave way, 
and we dropt along fide of each other, 
head and item, when the fluke of 
our fpare anchor hooking his quarter, 
we became fo clofe fore and aft. 
that the muzzles of our guns touched 
each others fides. In this pofition we 
engaged from half paft eight till half 
paft ten, during which time, from 
the quantity and variety of combufK- 
ble matters, which they threw in upoq. 
our decks, chains, and in fhort inta 
every part of the fhjp, we were/ enp- 
fire not lefs than ten or twelve times 
in different parts of the fhip, *n3 ft- 
was with the greateft difficulty and 

cxtrttoa 
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exertion imaginable at times that we 
were able to gee it extinguiflied. At 
the fame time the large [\ of the two 
frigates kept failing round us the 
whole action, mid taking us fore and 
aft, by which mean j fhe killed or 
wounded almoft every man on the 
quarter and mam decks. About half 
pajl nine, either from a hand grenade 
being thrown in at one of our lower 
deck ports, or from fome other acei- 
dent, a cartridge of powder was fet on 
fire., the flames of which running 
from cartridge to can ridge all the 
way aft, blew up the whole of the 
people and officers that were quartered 
abaft the main-malt., from which un* 
fortunate circumftaftce all thofe guns 
were rendered ufelcfs for the remain- 
der of the a&ion, arid I fear the 
greateft part of the people will lole 
their lives- At ten o'clock they cal- 
led for quarters from the into along- 
side, an d XaicJ th e y h ad Ilr uck . ff ear- 
ing this, I called upon the Captain 
to know if they had ftruck, or if he^ 
suited, for quarters ; bat lioaqfwer be- 
i tig made, after repeating my words 
two or three times.; I called for the 
I boarders and ordered them to board, 
which they d\d ; but the moment! 
they were on hoard her, they djfeo- 
vered a fuperlor number 1 ay im* under 
cover with pikes in their hau<fi reau*y 
to receive them, on which our people 
inftantiy retreated into our own mip, 
andreturned to their guns again un- 
til half pafl ten, when the frigate, 
coming acrofs our ftern, and pouring 
her broadfidc into us * j galn, without 
our betng able to bring a gun to 
bear on her* I found it in vain, and, 
in fhort, impracticable, from the fi- 
tuatiou we were in, to fland out any 
longer with the lea ft- profpect of fuc- 
cefs ; I therefore; /truck, (our main- 
malt at the fame time went by the 
board)* The firft Lieutenant and 
piyfelf, were immediately efcorted 
into the fhip atangfide, when we found 
her to be an American fhip of war, 
called the Bon Homme Richard, of 



40 guns and 375 men, commanded 
by Captain Paul Jones ; the other 1 
frigate which engaged us proved ta 
be the Alliance, of 40 guns and 300 
men 1 and the third frigate, which 
engaged and took the Countefs of 
Scarborough after two hours action, 
to be the Fall as, a French frigate, of 
32 guns and 275 men; the Veil- 
geance, an armed brig, of 1 z gun* 
and 70 men, all in Congrefs fcryice, 
and under the command of Paul 
Jones. They fitted out and failed 
from F'ort TOricnt the latter end of 
July, and came North about; they 
have on board 300 Engfiih prisoners, 
which they have taken, in different^ 
velleh, in their way round, nnce 
rhey left France, and have ranfomed" 
fome others. On my going on board 
the Don Homme Richard, I found, 
her in the greateft diftrefi ; her quar- 
ters and counter on the lower deck 
intirely drove in, and the whole of 
her lower deck guns dii mourned ; fhV 
was alfoon fire in two places,' and fix 
or Teven feet water in' her hold, which 
kept in ere a fing up on them all night 
and the next day, u\l they were 
obliged to quit her, ani (he funk, 
with a great number of her wounded 
people on hoard her. She had 306' 
men" killed and wour.ded in the ac-' 
tiou : our loft in thv Serapjs was alfo' 
very great. My officers and people 
in general behaved well, and I 
mould be very remifs m my attention 
to their merit were 1 to omit recom- 
mend i tig the remains of them to their 
Lbrdfiiips favour,' f mutt at the fame 
time beg leave to inferm their Lord- 
mips, that Captain ftercy, in the 
Countefs of Scarborough, was not in 
the leaft remifs in his duty, he hav- 
ing given me every aflitlance in hii 
power, and as much as could be ex- 



pected from Tuch fhip, in engaging 
the attention of the fall as, a frigate 
of 3a guns during ihc whole action, 
1 am extremely forry for the misfor- 
tune that has happened, iliar of lofmg 
JiUMajefty's fhip I had the honour 
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to command ; but, at the fame time, 
I flatter myfelf with the hopes, that 
their Lordihips will be convinced that 
ihe has not been given away ; but, 
on the contrary, that every exertion 
lias been ufed to defend her ; and 
that two eflential pieces of fervice to 
our country has arifen from it $ the 
one in wholly overfetting the cruize, 
and intentionsof this flying fquadron ; 
the other in refcuing the whole of a 
valuable convoy from falling into the 
bands of the enemy, which mu ft 
bave been the cafe had I afied any 
otherwife than J did. We have been 
driving about in the North fea ever 
Jjnce the a&ion. endeavouring to 
stake any port we poffibly could, but 
have not been able to get tnto any 
place (ill to-day, we arrived in the 
Texel. Herewith I inclofe you the 
jnoft exact lift of the killed and 
wounded I have as yet been able to 
. procure, from my people being dif- 
peried amongft the different mips, 
and having been refufed permiflion 
to mailer them : there are, I find, 
many more, both killed and wound- 
ed, than appears on the inclofed lift, 
but their names as yet I find impoffi- 
bje to afcertain ; as foon as I poffibly 
can, mall give their Lordfhips a full 
account of the whole. 
J am Sir, 
Your moft obedient and 
Moft humble fervant, 

R. Pearson* 

¥. S. Iam refufed permiflion to 
wait on Sir Jofeph Yorke, and. even 
to go on fhore. Inclofed is a copy 
of a letter from Captain Piercy, late 
of the Scarborough* 
Abfirad cf the lift tf the killed and 
*wounded* 
, Killed — a 9 
Wounded — 68 

Amongft the ki led are the boat- 
fwain, pilot, i mailer's mate, 2 
midfhipmen, the coxfwain, 1 quar- 
ter-mafter, ^7 feamen, 15 marines. 
Amongft the wounded are thefecond 



Lieutenant Michael Stanhope, and 
Lieutenant Whiteman. fecond Lieu- 
tenant of marines, z furgeons mates, 
6 petty officers, 46 feamen, and 12 
marines. 

Pallas, a Frtncb frigate, in Congrefs 
fervice, Texef, 0#. 4, 1779* 

S I R, 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that, 
about two minutes after you began 
to engage with the Iargeft ftiips of 
the enemy's fquadron, I received a 
broadiide from one of the frigates, 
which 1 igftantly returned, and con- 
tinued engaging her for about twen- 
ty minutes, when me dropt a-ftern. 
I then made fail up to the Serapis, 
to fee if I could give you any aflift- 
ance ; but upon coming near you, I 
found you and the enemy fo clofe 
together, and covered with fmoke, 
that I could not diftinguifh one fhip 
from the other ; and for fear I might 
Are into the Serapis inftead of the 
enemy, I backed the main-top-fail 
in Qrder to engage the attention of 
one of the frigates that was then 
coming up. When fhe got on my 
ftarboard quarter, (he gave me her 
broadiide, which, as foon as I could 
get my guns to bear, (which was 
very foon done) I returned, and 
continued engaging her for near two 
hours ; when I was fo unfortunate 
as to have all my braces, great part 
of the running rigging, main and 
mizen top-fail meets Ihot away, feven 
of the guns difmounted, four men 
killed, and twenty wounded, and 
another frigate coming up on my 
larboard quarter. In that fituation 
I faw it was in vain to contend any 
longer, with any jprolpccl of f«ccefs* f 
againft fuel} fuperior fore? \ I ftruck 
to the Pallas, a French frigate, of 
32 guns and 275 men, but in the 
fervice of the Congrefs. I likewife 
beg leave to acquaint you, that my 
Officers and fhip's company behaved 
remarkably well the whole time I 
was engaged. I am, with great re- 

fpeft, 
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fpcct, Sir, your moft obedient and 
very humble fervant* 

Tho. Piercv. 
To Richard P tar fat Efq, late Captain 

of bis Maftftys Jhip Serapis* 
Admiralty Ojjite, Odohr 12, 1779^ 
. Sir Charles Hardy, in his letter of 
the grh inftant, 10 Mr. Stephens, has 
inclofed a letter from Lieutenant 
George of the Rambler cutter ; and 
Lieutenant Mitchell, the Regulatings 
officer at. Dartmouth, has likewife 
inclofed, in hU letter of the fame 
date, a letter from Mn Valentine, 
an Officer of the Revenue at Sal- 
combe, giving an account of an en- 
gagement between his Majefty's (hip 
the Quebec and a French frigate of 
40 guns, of which the following are 
copies : 

Rambler, atSpithead, Oti. 9, 1779. 
Sir, 
I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
on Wednefday the 6th inftant, being 
then in company with his Majefty'a 
ihip Quebec, Uihant bearing fouth 
15 leagues, at day-break we difco- 
vered three fail to leeward in S. W. 
quarter. Captain Farmer made the 
fignal for the Rambler to come under 
his ftern, which I obeyed ; he then 
afked me what I thought of them ; 
I told him, a ihip, a cutter, and a 
Dutch hoy ; he replied, he would 
go down and fee what they were, and 
ordered me to keep clofe to him, 
M half pall eight we plainly per- 
ceived two of them to be a large 
French frigate, and a cutter ; at nine 
the enemy's frigate began to fire at 
the Quebec, but at too great a di- 
flance to do any execution. At ten 
the Quebec, being within point- 
blank fhot of the enemy, hoi lied her 
colours, and returned their fire, ftill 
* edging down to come to a clofe en- 
gagement till fhe was along-fide the 
French frigate. I immediately hoift- 
ed my colours, and flood in between 
the French frigate and the cutter! 
with an intent to cut her off from 
her confort, and bring her to a cloir 
V«t. IX, 



engagement, which I effected, and 
began to engage her at eleven o'clock 
clofe along-fide ; (I then found her 
force to be fixteen fix-pounders, and * 
full of men :) we continued to en- 
gage her in the fame pofttion till 
within a few minutes of two o'clock, 
when fhe fet all the fail me could 
croud, and bore from us, we not 
having had the luck to carry away 
any thing material ; and the Ram- 
bler, having her garf fhot away,' her 
top-irfaft fhot through, the top-fail 
hallyards, and moft of her flanding 
and running rigging gone, and the 
main fail rendered unferviceable, wa* 
uncapable of following her with 
any hopes of coming up with her ; 
at the fame time feeing both the fri- 
gates difmafted, and the Quebec take 
fire, 1 endeavoured to get as near the 
Quebec as poffible, in hopes of fav- 
ing fome of her men ; but there be- 
ing bu; little wind, and a large fwelt, 
found I could affift her no other way 
but by hoifting out our boat, which 
I effected, and fent the mafter and 
five men armed in her, who picked 
up one mailer's mate, two young 
midlhipmen, and fourteen more of 
the Quebec's people^the enemy's fri- 
gate at the fame time firing at the 
boat. As the Rambler was a confi- 
derable diftance to leeward of the- 
Quebec, I thought it would be in 
yam to fend a fecond time. 

I want words fufficient to defcribc 
the noble and gallant manner of 
Captain Farmer's engaging the ene* 
my for upwards of three hours and 
an half that he lay along-fide the fri- 
gate, which carried twenty-eight 
eighteen-pounders on her main deck* 
and twelve guns on her quarter deck 
and fore-cafUe. The Quebec conti- 
nued burning very fiercely, with 
her colours flying, till fix o'clock, 
when fhe blew up. I am much afraid, 
from the report of Mr. William 
Moore, one of the matter's mates of 
the Quebec, that Captaia Farmer, 
and his ofEcefe that were alive when. 
H * he- 
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he'ieft the Quebejc, (bare* the fate 
ok.the fbip. 

I muft beg tea/te, at the fume time, 
to. reconwnemd to you, Slr r the offi- 
cers * and crew of the Rambler, who 
did every t hi i>gj&a* might peexpecT- 
edfraia Bnglifhmen. i aru happy to . 
fay <mr lofe conjiits of only one man . 
whohac loft lib: leg, the pilot fliot 
through the arm witn ■ a-.mufquetbaH, 
and* feveral ftgbtly vyounded, as the 
eneasy, aimed at , our Jjwfts axtd rig- 
ging, in wiuch-they f*cceded too 
weli ; from theicutter'6 nat returning . 
thefire.for two or three broad fides be- 
f<*re fhe bore away, and feeing but 
few men, on her decks* concluded (hcL 
fufte«d confidorably* 

I have the honour to be, 
• • Sir* 
Your raoft obedient humble fervsnt,. 
■ . , James George.* 
¥0 Sir Chart* Hauly y Knt. Admiral 

aftht WhiU and Commander in 

Chitf, &,-.<&. 

S'akomh^ 03* 9, 1779. 

Gj5NTL8MEtfj 

Laft night wfcfribff^ugtu in here, Jfh 
a Topfham RiJoJ/rboat, thirteen* of 
the crewiof the Qjjfetec.;fr;gajte, Capt. 
Fanner, which was blown up in an. 
engagement with a French forty gtt» 
flup, on the, 6th in& about 14 leagues 
S..W.©fi.UAwwt.«. They were.taJeea 
ftsom, tie- wreck b>y, a Pnufljau veflej; 
and put on- board, the pilot-boat* fiVe 
kiguftfroftthflHoJt^ There were about 
14 more poor fouls left, on another 
part of the wreck ;, but a heavy fquall 
cttneton, which) prevented the veffel 
from taking taetn up* The people 
faw the Captain leap v overboard, and 
endeavour to iwim to o$e of our ciu r 
ters which was in company with them* 
but whether he wa^s fayed or not; chey 
cannot, tell,, The frenchman had -ail 
.three mails 'foot away. The Gap*- 
tain's.cJcrfc is= one of the perfoas 
brought in here, who defire* the Re- 
gulating Captain a* Dartmouth may 
be acquainted with their fituation ; 
three of the* men tve^rtatly wowidei. 



I fent fdra doclor from Kingfbridge to 
drefs their wounds laft night, and 
have taken all the care imaginable of 
them. The Quebec malls were all • 
mot away before (he blew up : they 
had aboux fto m-en killed and wound- 
ed. The Purfer, in endeavouring to 
Avim to thefepoor fouls, was drown, 
ed. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your humble fervant, 

Rich* Valf s tine. 

' P. S. I hope Captam Mitchell 
will fend the poor fouls fom-e relief 
inaaieuiately, as they are almoft nak- 
ed* The engagement began about 
nine o'clock in the morning, yard 
arm and yard arm, and lafted till 
two, when the Frenchman ceafed 
firing. The fails of the Quebec took 
fir* from her oavr guns, which fet 
fire to the veflel, and fhe blew up 
about fur o*clock. * 
%a<tbt Colleger and' Comptroller of 'his* 

' Majtflft Cttftoms at Dartmouth. 

From the London Gazette. 
Whitehall, Dec- 1*, 1779. 
Ext raft of a Letter from Capt. Dal- 
rymplb, Commandant of the Loyal 
Irijb Folunteers, to the Right Hon>- 
curable Lord G e o it <£e Germain, 
one of b is Majefy's principal Secreta- 
ries of State* Received Yefierday 
l by. Lieutenant Cardtn, of the 60 tk 

Regiment. 
St* Fernando d$Omoa>, 03 21, 1779. 
Your lordfhip would be informed, 
that General Dalling had difpatch- 
cd me to the Mufquito fhore td 
collect a force, and that he had alfo 
(fent arms, artillery, and ammuni- 
tion, for St. George's. Key, being 
the principal fetrJement of the bay- 
men. 

On the 27th of September, the 
day of our arrival at Black River 
on the Mufcruito fhore, an Advice*, 
boat came up from the bay with 
.certain intelligence, that the Spa* 
fSurds had, on the i^th of Septem- 
ber, taken. potfeffion of St. George^ 

• Key, 
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Key, having a number of armed 
Petiaguas and about 600 men. On 
this notice, having collected 60 In- 
dians, and inlifted fome volunteers 
on the more, we failed in the Por- 
cupine floop of war with three tranf- 
ports, for the relief and re-efta- 
bliihment of the Baymen. On the 
evening of our departure from Black 
River we fell in with Commodore 
X.uttrell in the Charon, accompanied 
by the Lov/ciloffe and Pomona fri- 
gates, wlien we were informed that 
,St. George's Key had been retaken 
by his Majefiy's armed fchooner 
Racehorfe, and that the remaining 
inhabitants, with .th^ir flaves, had 
retired to Truxillo- and Rattan. I 
intended to have confulted the bay- 
men on re-fettling Honduras, when 
I was informed, that his Majefty's 
.ihips had been at the Gulf of Dulce, 
and not finding the Regifter mips 
there, had proceeded to St. Fer- 
nando de Omoa, where they difco- 
vered them ; that they had entered 
the bay, where fome fhot were ex- 
changed, between them and the fort, 
but not having a fufficient land 
, force to attack on fhore, ,they were 
obliged to leave it. Judging tlus 
a happy opportunity of adding luf- 
tre to his Majeity's arms, I waited 
upon Commodore Luttrell and of- 

• fered to attack on the land fide with 

* the Indians and the detachment of 
the Loyal Irim, if he would re-in- 
force me with the marines mufque- 
try men from the ftiips. The Com- 
modore agreeing in opinion. that tke 
fort might be taken by attacking 
by fea and land at the fame time, 
it was accordingly determined on, 
and Truxillo was appointed as the 
rendezvous to collect the baymen 
with their flaves, where we met 
fome people from the Mufquko 
fliore, who had been on an expedi- 
tion againft the Regifter mips. The 
Commodore immediately had' the 
baymen collected, as { fuggefted it, 



who wene drfperfed about tlie iflancrs 
of Rattan and fioaaocoa j they were 
formed 'by me into fofcr companies, 
being invefted with ^powers by Ge* 
neral Calling for that purpofe ; the 
-flaves I officered by their proprie- 
tors. With this reinforcement oF 
-250 men, added to the Loyal Irilh, 
marines, mufquetry-men from th^ 
mips, and Indians, our force a«- 
mounted to upwards of 500 men. 
The Commodore having got in rea- 
dinefs at my requeft fettling ladders^ 
ilfued out 200 ftand of arms, exclu- 
five of 70 tfand iffued by me of thte 
regimental arms, and i5ofent down 
by General Dalling,' which werte 
intended for the bay. We failed 
from the Bay of Truxillo on the 
10th inft. and landed on the t6ih, 
about eight o'clock at night, at 
Porto Cavallo. We were informed 
by our guides that Porto Omoa was 
only three leagues diftant ; and oar 
intention was to have marched di- 
rectly on in the night to furprife 
and efcalade the fort j but the dis- 
tance proving greater than was ima- 
gined, and the roads very bad which 
they paired, fuck as I may venture 
to affirm no European troops ever 
marched before in this climate, be- 
ing obliged at times to walk (on 
account of impenetrable mangroves) 
out into the fea, which damaged 
their cartouche*, and at other times 
through lagoons, morales, and nar- 
row foot-paths, over mountains, 
rendered almoft impanable from the 
late rains, having precipices on -each 
fide, and forced to grope our way 
by lightt made from cabbage-trees. 
We were not arrived within two 
leagues of the fort at day-break, 
having loft our rear* fome lying 
down through fatigue, and others 
lofing the line of march from the 
darknefa of the night* and the dif- 
ficulty of keeping up in paths only 
. paffable by Indians, In the morn- 
ing the rear line was brought up by 
H 2 Captain 
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Captain Garden, of the 6o'th regi- 
ment of foot, and, having refreflied 
the troops for two hours, we pro- 
ceeded again through pafles and de- 
fies the fame as the night before, 
the Indians fkirmiftring along the 
paths. We had taken two look- 
outs, from which fome of the fol- 
diers efcaped and carried intelligence 
that an enemy was advancing, and, 
as they had feen our fquadron the 
night before, and the Mufquito 
crafts, imagined that Indians (only) 
landed from them were the enemy 
on more, not thinking that Euro- 
peans would undertake fuch a 
march ; and in order to favour this 
deception, 'the Indians were advanc- 
ed in front and diflodged them from 
their look-outs, which prevented 
them from occupying the defiles and 
pafles, until we arrived near the 
town, where they had placed ah 
ambufcade. The Indians, who are 
extremely (harp as fcouts, perceived 
them' ; they reprefented that the 
.Spaniards were drawn up in force. 
A difpofition of attack was immedi- 
ately framed for the Loyal Iriih and 
marines to force the pafs in front in 
columns, and to advance rapidly 
with the grenadiers march, fupport-, 
ed by the fecond line drawn up, and 
the Pomona's mufquetry men of the 
firft line were detached to gain a 
hill on the left, covered with wood,* 
. which commanded the pafs : thefe 
orders being inftantly executed, the 
defile was forced. We received a 
Scattering ill directed fire from 50 
or 60 Spaniards, which killed one 
foldier only of the Loyal Irifh, and 
wounded a marine ; and fo great 
* was their panick, that they fled on 
all quarters to the fort, woods, and 
town, evacuating the Governor's 
houfe, built with battlements, and 
terrafled on the top ; a poll which, 
if defended by 20 Britifh regulars, 
. would have flopped our whole force. 
The gaining this hill, and that 
whicl) the Pomona's men had af- 



cended, gave us the entire view of 
the fort, commanding it, and the 
town in the bottom, the fort dif T 
tant half a mile, and the town in 
ckfe under the hill. The ikir'mifli- 
ing continued from the town and 
galled us a little ; being unwilling 
to fet fire to it, I defifted upwards 
of an hour ; bu£ finding that I 
could not permit an enemy on my 
flank, the town forming a crefcent 
under the hill, orders were given 
for its being confiimeci, which were 
carryed into execution, the inhabit 
tants flying to the fort and the 
woods : the property confumed in 
the town was eftimated at 100,000 
piaftres. The fquadron came into 
the bay while the town was in 
flames ; and, fuppofmg it a proper 
time to batter the fort, went in a- 
breaft of it. A diverfion was made 
by the land-forces in their favour 
from the hill. The fcaling ladders 
were carried by the Honduras fuii- 
leers ; but their eagernefs to engage 
in fkirmiming, made them' drop the, 
ladders, and haften to get up to the 
head of the column ; which pre- 
vented the land forces from co-ope- 
rating with the fquadron (by ftorm- 
ing) fo heartily that day as could 
have been whhed. 

" The Loweftofle having got a- 
ground, and the other mips, as I 
imagined, obferving the flgnal was 
difplayed that the land forces could 
not co-operate, defifted firing. The 
Loweftoffe was much damaged, but 
got off. 

The day following we pafied in 
fkirmiftring, in fecuring the roads 
round the fort, and driving in cattle 
for the land forces. On the 18th, 
the fquadron landed fome guns to 
the weftward ; two four-pounders 
were got up that night, and a bat- 
tery was immediately opened on 
them. 

This battery incommoded them 
much, but never could have made 
any impreflion on the walls of the 

parapet, 
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parapet, as they were eighteen feet 
thick. 

The Spaniards pointed that even- 
ing three more guns towards the 
land fide, and in rhe morning dif- 
mounted one of curs, Qbferviug 
there were fome houfes near the fort 
which the Spaniards had negle&ed 
to burn, parties of marines, bayv 
men, and" Indians occupied them, 
and kept up ib inceflant a fire op 
the embrafures of the fort, that the 
Spaniards fire from the guns was 
often filenced for hours, and we ob- 
ferved them throwing over the dead, 
This day fix more guns were got up 
by the ieamen and baymen, one of 
which General Dalling had fent for * 
the baymen, three others being un* 
fortunately fwamped coming on 
fhore. Captain Carden opened a 
battery of four fix-pounders from 
the hiil which the Pomona's men had 
gained in the firit fkirniifh at the de- 
file, which a!fo commanded the fort. 

Forefeeing that by a fiege of this 
nature, before approaches could be 
made in a regular way, and a breach 
effected, a vaft train of artillery 
woukj. be required, and a length of 
time, after which we mould be o- 
pliged to ftorm, having alfo the 
enemy in the rear all round ; and 
having maturely weighed all thefe 
circumitances, and the disadvan- 
tage inevitably attending a fiege, it 
was therefore determined to efcalade 
the fort, as the ditch was found to 
be dry. And having confulted with 
the Commodore on the mode of at- 
tack, it was refolved that the Po- 
mona mould be towed clofe in, the 
heavier ftrips. co-operating. The at- 
tack being determined on, the Eu- 
ropeans were formed into four 
columns in fine, four men advanced 
with guides at the head of each co- 
lumn, in each column followed 
eight men carrying the ladders, who 
were followed by a few hand-gre- 
aade-men. Two columns confuted 



of feamen and two of marinei, 
with a few Loyal Irifh. At three in 
the morning, this difpofitioh being 
made, and our force confiding of 
150, we moved down the hill, and 
there lay waiting for the fignal of 
the Charon, which was to denote fhe 
had got under way, and would at- 
tack in 20 minutes. The fignal be- 
ing made a little after four o'clock 
m the morning of the 20th, we ad- 
vanced under the fire of our own 
batteries, and were encouraged by 
obferving that the Spaniards did 
net perceive our march ? by the di- 
rection of their mot over us, pointed 
at our batteries on the hill. 

The Pomona and fleet alfo at- 
tracted their notice by the fire from 
the fea-fide ; by this fortunate co- 
operation in profound filence, arm* 
trailed, and in order to animate the 
troops, the parole was changed to 
bayenette, and the counter-fign 
Britons ftrike home. We advanced 
undifcovered under the Spanifh fen- 
tries, who were every two or three 
minutes palling the word alerto. At 
the entrance into the ditch were two 
guns pointed from the flank of the 
balHon to fcour it. Wc were per* 
ceived by their fentri^s, and their 
drum beat to the alarm pofts. Our 
columns were daggered, and flept 
back ; but inftantly recovering them- 
felves, they advanced to the wall, in 
height 28 feet, on which was a bat- 
tery of five guns ; they reared one 
ladder, a fecond, and a third ; 
the firft hdJcr was broke by the 
flank guns of another bafcion, kill- 
ing a Midih^pman, and . badly 
wounding five men ; th<" other lad- 
ders were alio v/our.ded, but not 
broke ; two feamen got up firft by 
one ladder, and obeyed their orders 
in not firing, they preferred at 60 
Spaniards d:v.\vn up, hut retained 
their fire until others afcended ; and 
fo great was the conformation of the 
enemy, that it fcemed as if they had 

loft 
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loft the power of their arms, al- 
.though their officers were at their 
head encouraging them. 

The Teamen tcrambling up the 
ladders, down off the parapets they 
1 jverit, and, being reinforced by ma-* 
lines and feamen, the Spaniards fled 
to the cafements, but they could not 
^recover their panic, notwithstanding 
■*very exertion of their Officers : 
about loo Spaniards efcaped over 
the walls on the oppofue fide, and 
and out of a fully port. The Go- 
vernor and principal Officers then 
came and delivered up to me their 
.{words, the garrifon, and regifter 
JJiips, with the keys of the fort, and 
a&ed their lives. Inclofed is a lift 
pf the Spanifh Officers, with the 
troops of the garrifon, alfo a lift of 
our killed aud wounded, which is 
very inconfiderable. We found 
.eleven Spaniards wounded, foW of 
whom are fince dead ; they will not 
•acknowledge ihe number they have 
jotl, but u is thought it exceeds 
thirty, 

As to the behaviour of the OfHcers 
and foldiprs under my command, the 
Britim djfplayed that valour which is 
_their known charafteriilic. The 
baym^n and Indians were alio of the 
-utmoft fervice in ail duties of fa- 
tigue, in fkirmiihing and dragging 
. pp'the cannon. 

Your Lordfhip will pardon my 
mentioning an iuilance of an elevat- 
ed mind in a Britiih tar, which 
amazed the Spaniards, and gave 
them a very high idea of Englifh va- 
lour : not contented with one cut- 
Jafs, he had fcrambled up the walls 
with two ; and meeting a Spanith 
Officer without arms, who had been 
roufedoutof his fleep, had the ge- 
perofuy not, to take any advantage ; 
put, presenting him one of his cut- 
lafle>, told him, " You are now on ' 
a footing with me." The orders, 
were, Mot to fpare while they refill- 
ed, but to grant quarter to all who 
requeued it. — Only two Spaniards 



were wounded by the bayonet in re- 
fitting, nor was any perfon pillaged 
or plundered. , 

I have the pleafure to inform your 
Lordfhip, that the greateii harmony 
has fubfifted between the fea and 
land forces during the whole of thij 
expedition ; and that Commodore 
Luttrell and tho Captains of the 
navy have, on every occafion, made 
the gresteft exertions to forward the 
fervice on fhore ; and all underwent 
the molt fevere fatigue, in this hot 
climate, with uncommon alacrity. 

Of this fortification your Lordfhip 
will judge of the importance, from 
the incredible expence the Crown of 
Spain has been at in erecting it, as 
the (lone of which it is built is raifed 
our of the fea, and brought twenty 
leagues. 

The outworks are not finifhed, 
notwithstanding they have conftantly 
employed one thoufand men at 
work for twenty years. It is rhe 
key to the Bay of Honduras, and 
where the regifter fhips and treafure 
are fent to from Guatimalain time 
of war. The morning of our arrival 
the treafure was conveyed into the 
country, fo that what we have found 
in the military cheft, and what he- 
longed to the public, does not ex- 
ceed pooo piaftres, but the regifter 
fhips mull be very valuable, if they 
arrive in fafety in England, 

I fend thefe difpatches, with the 
colours of Omoa, and alfo plans of 
the fortification, by Lieutenant Car- 
den, of the 6oth regiment, whom J 
appointed to aft as Captain of ar- 
tillery and Engineer to this expedi- 
tion, and humbly beg he may he 
permitted to ky them at his Ma- 
jelly's feet. His merit and activity 
in forwarding the works during the 
expedition, contr;bute4 to the re- 
duction of this important fortrefs i 
and I folicit your Lordfhip will re- 
commend htm to his Majefty's pro- 
tection. Your Lordfhip will fin4 
him intelligent relative to die Muf- 
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q&ftb feore, and the ftate of this 
country. I alio take the liberty of 
mentioning Lieutenant Wightman, 
of the marines, who acled as my Aid 
de Camp, to be recommended to 
Lord Sandwich. This gentleman 
was wounded in reconnoitring the 
oiich, the evening before it was 
ftormed. The prifoners taken a- 
mount in the whole to 365, exclu- 
sive cf officers, as by the inclofed 
lift. 

Your Lordfhip will obferve, that 
an agreement has been made to ex- 
change them for the baymen, who 
were inhumanly carried away, with ■ 
their families: to Merida, *. and we 
have brought off two Priena and the . 
Lieutenant-Governor, as hoilages 
for the performance of this agree- 
ment. I have alfo obliged them to - 
exchange two Mufqaito Indians, one 
of whom has been forced to dive at 
Carthag«na, . for many years, with 
irons on his limbs, and is confined in 
a- dungeon every evening ; and we 
have alfo rekafed feme unfortunate 
Engli(hroen,who were confined here, 
and made to work as Haves. 

I have to mention to your Lord*- 
fhip, that Mr. Concannen> a young 
gentleman, a Midfhipman, was the 
third who mounted the- ladder, and* 
Lieutenant Dundafs, who was the 
fourth, agreeable to my< * orders, 
formed £>m&men before he advanced: 
on the Spaniards. I have- alfo to 
take notice, that Lieutenants Walker 
and Dnndafs, who commanded the' 
feamen, preferved that difcipline 
and promptitude in obeying orders,- 
which would* do honour to veteran; 
troops; and i recommend that their 
fervices may be mentioned to Lorn* 
Sandwich, that his Majefty may 
know fuch Officers as have gallantly 
dlftingaifhed themfelves. 
Cofy of the Convention between thi 
Honourable John Luttrell and 
William Dalrym?le, Efq. on 
the part tf^ hi* Britannic Majefty* 
mod; Dan Simon Desnaux and 



Don Juan Dastiex, 0* tht partt 
of his Catholic Majefly^ for tht • 
Officers and garrifon of Porto 
Omoa, Ottobery 24, 1779. 
Don Simon Defnaux, Lieutenant- 
colonel of infantry, Engineer in fe- 
cond to. his Catholic Majeily, and 
heretofore Commandant of the Fort 
of Omoa, and Don John Dalliex, 
Engineer, Commandant, and Cap- 
tain of infantry, having earneftly So- 
licited the Commanders of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty's forces by.Iand.and 
fea, the Honourable John>Luttrett,, 
and William Dalrymple, Efq. to 
treat for the exchange of the Sptanifli, 
garrifon at Omoa, on the part- ofT 
his Britannic Majefty, have fet fortfcV- 
that they are ready to-, treat on tbse : 
part of his Catholic Majefty firths 
fame. The faid requeft is complied/ 1 
with upon the following terms ami- 
condition : 

Firft, All the Spanifh O&cptv 
which bear his Catholic Majefty?ir 
CommifTioa, lhall be prifonersj of* 
war,, and admitted upon their pa- ■ 
role, that they ihall not feme, di~i 
rec~Hy nor indire£tiy r againft: the* 
King of Great Britain, his fubjeclsy 1 
or allies, during the. prefent w^ 
unlefs they are before, exchanged. . 
Secondly, That ail the faid.Of&^ 
c«rs lhall be permitted to cha&itheitt 
place of residence, provided diab 
they are not found: beyond- tht di£fi 
tancebf fixty leagues from Omsv 
nor nearer to Omoa than fortjs 
leagues, until they be-exchanged:» 
the manner hereafter fet forth. • • 
, Thirdly, That alLthe. Mulattos* 
andpeople of mixed tdotav whether 
men, women, or children, as wefl 
as the artificers, fhilh have liberty 
to return home, provided none • of 
them take up. arms againflthe^King 
of Great Britain, his Tubjecls, or 
allies, or be found- wkhin thirty- 
leagues of Omoa, tfhtlt this agree* 
ment is fully accompliflied; : 

Fourthly, That thei feid: D<» 
Simon Defnaux and Don JohnDaf-- 

tiex> 
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4iex, doth engage for the Governor 
<pf Merida, in cafe the Englifh pri- 
soners, captured in the Bay of Hon- 
duras are within his diftricl:, and if 
not, for the Governor of whatever 
Spanifh diftricl they may be in, that 
he (hall return an equal number of 
Mulattoes or people of mixed colour, 
to thofe that have been liberated at 
Gmoa ; and of this number fuch as 
were taken irt the Bay of Honduras 
by the Spaniards, fhall have the 
preference. And it is further un- 
cerftood and agreed between the 
parties to this agreement, that all 
the fubje&s of the King of Great 
Britain, taken in the Bay of Hon- 
duras, and now in the cuftody of 
the faid Governor of Merida, ihall 
be exchanged, by giving Mulattoes 
for Mulattoes, men for men, women 
for women, and children for child- 
ren ; and this exchange to. be made 
the moment the faid Governor of 
Merida can be made acquainted 
with this convention, but at all 
events not to exceed the fpace of 
three months. 

Fifthly, The ferjeants and foldiers 
of the regulars ihall be exchanged 
for an ecjual number of ferjeants and 
foldiers of the Britilh army ; and if 
the King of Spain ihall not have 
fuch in his pofTeffion, then to be ex- 
changed for the principal merchants 
and traders, taken at George's Key 
in the Bay of Honduras ; provided 
a fufficient number of white people 
cannot be fent from Omoa to ex- 
change them, and a receipt to be 
riven by the Englifh Commiflary, 
for fuch number of men as may have 
been captured by the Spaniards in 
the Bay of Honduras, as fhall exceed 
the number delivered from the gar- 
rifon of Omoa ; fuch receipt for the 
furplus to be given by tne Spaniih 
Commiflary, if the balance is in fa- 
vour of England. The Spaniih 
feamen to be exchanged in like 
manner for Englifh feamen, as is 



fpecified by the parties refpe&ihg {& 
ferjeants and foldiers. 

Sixthly* The Honourable Johrt 
Xuttrell and 'William Dalrymple 
do covenant* that the Spanifh gar^ 
rifon at Omoa, ihall be embarked 
within the fpace of three days, on 
board of veilels properly provided* 
and ihall he conveyed without lofs of 
time to the cattle of St* Philip, 
within the Gulph of Duke, or to 
fome adjacent Spanifh poll* and there 
delivered at the fole charge of his 
Britannic Majeity. And the faid 
Don Simon Deinaux and Don John 
Daftiex do covenant, that the Offi- 
cers, foldiers, merchants, artificers* 
Mulattoes, and people of white or 
mixed colour, fubjects of his Britan- 
nic Majefty, who fince the com- 
mencement of the prefent war with 
Spain, have been taken in the Bay 
of Honduras ihall be embarked 
within the fpace of three months, 
from the day the faid Don Simon 
Deinaux and Don John Daftiex fhall 
be landed in the Gulph of Duke 
and fent to Omoa, or the next near- 
eft Englifh fettlement, at the- fole 
expence of the King of Spain ; pro- 
vided the faid Englifh prifoners, or 
any of them, are within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Governor of Merida ; but 
fhould they have been fent to the 
H a van n ah, then the faid Don Simon 
Defnaux and Don John Daftiex doth 
covenant, that the Governor of the 
Havannah fhall embark them from 
thence, and land them at the ex- 
pence of the King of Spain aforefaid, 
at Jamaica, within the fpace of fix 
months from the date hereof. Pro- 
vided always, that every article of 
this agreement is not ftrictly per- 
formed on the part of the Court of 
Spain, We, Don Simon Defnaux 
and Don John Daftiex, were fully 
bound for ourfelves, and for all the 
Spanifh Officers of the garrifon, to 
repair without lofs of time, and by 
the fhorteft mode of conveyance to 

Oaaoa, 
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fOmo&i Q* to the -neareft Eaglijh 
_ fettlement, there to deliver then*- 
. felves up as prisoners of war. And 
for the further fecurity hereof, the 
iaid Don Simon Defoaui and Don 
John DalUex will deliver up as haf- 
. tages, Colonel Antonio Fernandez, 
fecond commandant of the garrifon, 
the Rev. fclafis Mercenario, Chaplain 
t of the regifler fliip Saint jofeph, the 
Padre Antonio MercurdetioJ late 
Chaplain of Omoa, to whom we 
promife to give the ornaments of the 
.church (which we refufe to ranfom) 
upon condition that every part of 
this agreement is fulfilled by the 
court of Spain, within the* time and 
,in the manner before fpecified, but 
to remain till then in the hands of 
the Engliih. 
* Signed on the part of his Britannic 
Majefty, at Omoa, the 24th of Oc- 
tober, 1779. 

(Signed) John Luttretl % (L. S.) 

Wm. Dalrymple, {L.S.) 

Signed on the part of his Catholic 

Rtajefty, at Omoa, the faid 24th of 

October, 1779, 

Don Simon Defnaux, (L. S.) 
Don Ju*n Dafitexy * <(L.* S.) 
We the under-written, do ratify 
and confirm every part of thia agree- 
ment, and hold ourfelves bound for 
a due performance of it. Signed at 
Omoa, the 24th of Oclober, 1779.. 
(Signed) Jofef de Cucilar, 

JofcfEuftbio Meflendex. 
. * ■ \ Pedro Tolle. 

Manuel de Cfariad t 
Lift of Officers taken Prifoners of War 
, at St. Fernando de Omoa, the zoth 
ofO&ober, 1779. 
Don Simon befnaux, Governor 
aad Engineer in fecond to his Ca- 
tholic Majefty, and Lieutenant Co- 
lonel of infantry ; Don Antonio Per* 
nandes, Lieutenant Governor, and 
Lieutenant Colonel ; Don Jbfeph 
Fivallier, Captain of Artillery ; 
Don Emanuel Clairac, Lieutenant 
of artillery; Don Jofeph Mellendez, 
. second Lieutenant of artillery ;' Don 
VoulX. 



, Pedro Toll? , Lieuteunt of drago 
Don Juan. Darcier, Commandant 
and Caotain of engineer*; Don Jg- 
fejdi 4ntonio Matornia, Comouf- 
iary; Don Juan GaJehdo, Comp- 
troller ; Seignor Prancifco Garro* 
chier,.nyft burgeon to the hofpital : 
Seignor Britango* fecond Surgeon ; 
.Don Antonio Mercadilia, Chaplain; 
Don Diego Martarrei, Store-keeper; 
.two Captains of regifler mips; threa 
Priefts ; ten ferjeants of artillery ; 
one ditto dragoons t 355 rank sad 
■file ; al£b a town Adjutant, name an- 
known at prefent* 

(Signed) W. Dalrympli, 
. Commander in chief of the land 

forces. 
Heturn sf ArtilUrj and Sunt tak^i 
at fort St. Fernando de Om*a x 
OaJto, 1779* 

Bra&twenty-fottrpoanders mount- 
ed, 6 ; twelve ditto, 2 ; four dirt*, 
6 ; four field pieces not mounted. 
Iron eigbteen-pounders mounted, 10; 
twelve ditto,. 8 ; three ditto, 1. 
Total mounted, 33. ' , 

Twenty-four -pounders not mount- 
ed, 1 ; jour ditto, 4; /hr f ee ditto, 
8 ; 1, ditto, to. . Total not mounted, 
* 23 . Swivels t -x 00. Brais . $A or tars, 
i3~ihch, mounted on jbrafc bqds, ?• 
Shot. Brafs eighteen-pounders, 
^127; , fbur-po^ndersj 36c; one- 
pounders,^ 107 ; iron twenty- four 
pounders," 36; eighteen-pounders^ 
4196 ; - twelve-pounders, a 809 ; 
eight-pounders, 273; fix-poundera, 
195 ; four- pounders, 2990 ; three- 
pounders, 174, one- pounders, 832^ 
bar mot, J 8,. weight 431b. tfl* 

Thirtesn-inch iheils, 39O ; hand 
grenades, 900; mufquets, 472; 
iwords, 100; piftols (pairs 10) 20; 
pickaxes, 300 \ hoes, 200 ; p it-la wt, 
3; ladles, 8 j bullet moulds, 13:; 
cafk of bullets, 1 ; rounds of land- 
grage, 300 ; rounds of powder, fill- 
ed for 33 guns, 20; twenty-four 
pounder carriages, old, iO; ditto 
new, 9 ; four pounder fhip carriages, 
4; dheft of carpenters tools, 1 ; 
I bolu 
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bolts, plates, pins, ami other iron 
work for ten carriages ; 50 quintals 
of gun-powder, moftly damaged. 
(Signed) Hans Card en, 

Capt. Artillery, and Engineer. 
(Sighed) W. Dalrymple, 
Commander in chief of the land 

forces. 
Return of killed and wounded ag- 
ing on Jhore y at the Siege and at- 
tack of Fort St. Fernando de 
Omoa, 03. zo, 1779. 
Total— 1 Midfhipman, 5 men, kill- 
ed; 1 fubaltern, 13 men wounded. 
Names of the Officers killed and 

wounded. 
Mr. Lloyd, Midfhipman of the 

lioweftoffe, killed. 
Second Lieutenant Wightman, of 
the Chatham division of marines, 
wounded. \ 

(Signed) * W. Dalrympli, 
Commander in chief of the land 
forces. 

Admiralty-Office, Dec. tt, 1779* 
Captain Pakenham arrived at this 
office yefterday afternoon, with a 
letter from the honourable John 
Luttrell, Captain of his Majefty's 
ihip thtf Charon, to Mr. Stephens, 
dated at Omoa, the 27th of O&o- 
]* r » 1779* °* which the following 
is an extradl : 

Charouy in the Harbour 9/ Omoa, 
Qfioher 27, 1779. 
Sir, 
I am to requeft you will be pleaf* 
cd to acquaint their lordrtiips, that, 
in obedience to the orders I received 
from Sir Peter Parker, I failed from 
Port Royal early in the morning of 
die &th of September M, and being 
joined in a fev/ hours after by the 
Pomona ? Loweftoffe, and Racehorfe 
fchoorier, bore away for the Spanim 
main, which however I was not able 
to reach, owing to calms and baffling 
winds, until the fifteenth. The 
ftext day we got to Rattan ; and be- 
ing appreheafive that the enemy's 
Regiftcr Ihip* m^hf pafs to wind- 



ward, and along their own more, in 
cafe I carried all the fquadron to- 
wards George's Key, I ordered Cap- 
tain Nugent, who was well acquain- 
ted at that place, to take the Race- 
horfe up to George's Key, to pro- 
cure, as expeditioufly as poflible, 
the moft fltftful pilots for Omoa, 
and gulph of Dulce. Having fo 
done, he was directed to join his 
(hip at Key Boquel ; then to repair 
to Glovers Reef; where* I waited his 
arrival, having anchored the Charon 
and Loweftoffe there on the 19th in- 
ftant. The Monday morning fol- 
lowing I had the mortification to 
learn, by a boat which had efcaped 
from George's Key, that it had txen 
taken by the Spaniards five days, 
which made me very doubtful re- 
fpe&ins the fafety of Captain Nu- 
gent ; but I was relieved from that 
anxiety a few hours afterwards by the 
Pomona and Racehorfe fchooner ap- 
pearing in fight. Upon their join- 
ing me with the pilots I bore away 
for the gulph of Dulce, where we 
arrived in the evening of the 2 2d. 
There was no veffel of any nation to 
be feen in the gulph ; I therefore, 
attended by the Captains Parker and 
Nugent, with the marines of the 
fquadron, and a parly of feamen in 
the boats, pufbed up the river, and 
landed at the Spanifh warehoufes be- 
fore twelve that night, but found 
them totally abandoned and empty, 
except the remains of t few provi- 
fions, which feemed to indicate, that 
the people had not been long gone. 
On the 23d, in the morning, I lent 
a number of men from the mips to 
the Racehorfe, and direfted Lieute- 
tenant Trott to make the belt of his 
way to Omoa, to reconnitre the 
ftrength of the place, and to look 
for the ftrips which had failed from 
Dulce, concluding that they would 
be found at that part. The next 
morning the Racehorfe joined me at 
fea; froa her I learned, that the 

three 
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three fhips were at anchor under the 
fort ; two of them with all an end, 
and the third with her yards and 
topmails ftruck ;* and that the forti- 
fication did not appear to be a very 
ftrong one. Elate at the informa- 
tion, I made fail for Omoa; and 
getting cloie off the Port by twelve 
o'clock at night, would have per- 
fuaded the pilot to have carried us 
in, which he luckily, refufed; for 
the next day, when we came to ap- 
proach the fortification, I found it 
was much too formidable an afpeft to 
promife fuccefs by an attempt to 
force it : nor indeed would it have 
anfwered any good end, for the (hips 
had all their yards and top-mails 
{truck, and were lying up a creek, 
where wc could not get at them, had 
we even filenced near forty pieces of 
cannon, which prefented themfelves 
to our view from the different batte- 
ries. The only hope therefore 
which remained of our being mailers 
cf thefe ihips arofe from a chance 
that we might catch them off Cape* 
Antonio before our cruife terminat- 
ed, which, in the poffibility of 
events, I thought might happen ; 
and I was making the beft of my 
way with the ihips to that itation, 
Hopping only two or three days to 
complete my water in the Bay of 
Truxillo, and to learn a further ftate 
of the Engliih inhabitants in the 
Bay of Honduras. 

I have now the pleafure to inform 
you of the fortunate efcape of Cap- 
tain Nugent out of the hands of the 
Spaniards, and of the fubfequent 
fervices performed by him at George's' 
Key, where he arrived in the Race- 
horfe in the evening of the 19th, 
having left the Pomona, as I di- 
rected, at Key Boquel, Captain 
Nugent approached the more in his 
boat, without the leafl fufpicion 
that the Key was in the hands of the 
enemy ; but before he could land, 
the boat was attacked by a number 
of batteaux ; and when taken pof- 



feffion of by the Spaniards was near- 
ly finking, having received three 
Aot through her, luckily without 
hurting any body, but Captain Nu- 
gent and his people were made pri- 
soners ; and when he got on fhore, 
there was a parade for execution, 
fuch as a fcaffold, and a guard of 
ibldiers. for it was underftood to be 
the orders with which the Spaniards 
came to attack the fettlement, that 
every body that was conquered, and ' 
had made refinance, fhould be put 
to death. But when they enquired, 
and found Captain Nugent, who 
had no arms in the boat, and did 
not refill, they contented themfelves 
with blindfolding, ftripping, and 
handcuffing him ; he was confined 
with his boat's crew, iri a ciofe 
prifon. During their operations, a 
great number of batteaox, affifted by ' 
an armed fchooner, attacked the 
Racehorfe, and attempted to board 
her; but (he was fo gallantly and 
obitinately defended by Lieutenant 
Trott, his officers, and people, ' that ' 
the Spaniards were rep a I fed with 
great fla tighter. On board the 
Racehorfe two men only were killed, 
and three wounded. When the v 
Racehorfe had beaten off the Spa- 
niards, (he repaired immediately to 
bring up the Pomona from Key 
Boquel ; and as foon as the frigate 
appeared in fight, the Spaniards, to 
the amount of about 500, took to 
tfieir craft, and quitted the Key 
with great precipitation, leaving 
Captain Nugent, his people, and the 
inhabitants, in cloie confinement, 
from which they releaftd themfelves ; 
and Captain Nugent in his boat re- 
took poiTeffion ofa brig, which was a- 
ground, and the .Spaniards had cap- 
tured when thev came into the har* 
boUt. This brig, at the felicitation 
of the inhabitants who had furntfhed 
her with feamen, Captain Nugent 
armed, and fent to the river Belez to 
cover the embarkation of the property 
there belonging to* the Engliih fct- 
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tiers ; with directions that fl.c fhould, 
after performing that fen p ice, repair 
in queilof the {hips under my com- 
mand, and t in cafe of not meeting 
with us, make the bell of their way 
to Jamaica* Thinking this infor- 
mation too incomplete to difpatch the 
Racehorfe with to Jamaica, I di- 
rected Lien ten ant Trott, as foon as 
we had quitted Omoa, to go in quell 
of the brig to the river Belez, and 
afterwards to repair to George's Key, 
and land the people who had fcrved 
as pilots, and were d enrolls of being 
put on more there ; and after making 
fuch other enquiries as I thought ne- 
ceiTary to dire ft him fo to do, I or- 
dered her to join the fqqadron in the 
bay of Trujcillo, where £he arrived 
the 4th of October , and informed me 
that the brig, armed by papt, Nu- 
gent, had nearly collected the dif- 
ferent fettle rs in the bay ; that 70 
of them were on hoard, and more 
than 200 under her efcort in Imall 
(Craft: and that he had directed them 
to TruxilJo, in their way to Black 
River. They however did not ap- 
pear while I was there j and the 
King's ihtps being wooded and 
watered, I put to fea with them, hay- 
ing di reded Lieutenant Trott to 
give every alliance in his power to- 
wards forwarding the brig with the 
baymen to Black- River on the Muf- 
qui to fhore, if they arrived at Trux- 
illo while he was taking in his water. 
The pilots of the Racehorfe carried to 
George's Key, finding no King's 
veflVls there, or fecurity for their 
perions, left it $ and the inhabitants 
of every fettlement we claim in the. 
bay relinquished their property, not 
thinking it tenable againil the Tupe- 
ricr numbers of the Spaniards, and 
were removing as faft as potfible, 
fome to Jamaica, but the major pare 
of them to Black River on the, 
Mnfquitb more* In this difagree- 
able fit nation were things in the bay 
of Honduras, when I left it upon the 



4th of October ; but on the 7 th 
fortune changed her face upon us, 
and prefented to our view the Porcu- 
pine JJoop of v/ar, haying under her 
convoy a detachment of troops be- 
longing to the t-oyal Irifn^ and fome 
Mufquito Indians under the com- 
mand of Capt- Commandant Dai- 
ry m pie, who was as ddirous as my- 
felf of making a land and fea attack 
upon the garrifon of Omoa, And the 
Spanifh gaseous. J therefore tock 
immediate meafuresto fectire the fer- 
vlces of thefe people, who had been 
driven from St. George's Key, by 
making fail my felf for fruxillo, and 
difpatching the frigates to Bonaccoa, 
and Utilla, in quell of our vefiels 
with Hie baymen. Lieut, Trort, of 
the Racehorfe, I fent to Rattan on 
the fape for vice. They all returned 
to me with expedition and fuccefs, 
bringing a reinforcement of 250 
men. We forthwith fet to work, 
madeefcalading ladders^fafcines^ fand 
bags, and every other rcquifite i n our 
power, for carrying on a liege : hay- 
ing fettled the plan of attack, I gave 
full inflruclions to the captains and 
officers who were to carry it into exe- 
cution ; and in the morning of the 
icnh of Oclcber 1 failed with the 
LowcilofFe, Pomona , Porcupine, 
Racehorfe, three fchooners* and a 
number of fmall craft, for PortQ 
C avail o bay, and anchored the fleet 
there clofe in more. 

On the evening of the r6th a Capt. 
Pakenham, to whom ( intruiled the 
command of landing the troops, ex r 
ecu ltd my orders in To officer-like and' 
expeditious a manner f that the whole 
was formed and marched from the 
beach be fore eleven o'clock that flight. 
From the intricacy of the roads, and 
ether circumstances, our troops were 
prevented from making any great pro- 
grefs before the next morning, When 
they pufhed forward with great ala- 
crity to gain the commanding ground 
on the Governor's houfe; and hav- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



; *« ) 



fug jdriven away the Spaniards who 
£ontentied for the pufleffion of it, we 
occupied tfrat very important pofty 
bat was fo annoyed by the enemy's 
mufquetry from the town, as to com- 
pel our troops to fet fire to it. In 
the midft of the flames' I .arrived ofF 
the harbour of Omda;' and the 
wind, I flattered myftlf, would have 
carried us clofe to the enemy's baN 
teries. I therefore made the frgnal 
for the Loweftoffe to lead us to ac- 
tion ; it was obeyed, by Captain 
Parker witl> alacrity and fpirit. 
When we opened the Eaftern point, 
the enemy began to fire at the 
LoweiiofFe, Charon* Pomona, and 
porcupine; but no ft^ot were retqrn- 
ed, till their guns had fo lulled the 
wind as to leave us little profpe$ of 
getting nearer to them.;, fo that, ra-' 
ther to cover ourfplves . from - tnfiir 
aim by fmoke, than to look for fire- 
cefs from a dfftant cannonade, the 
Charon and LoweftaJFe began to fjre : 
the Pomona was not able to- get with- 
in reach of her guns ; and as foon as 
I had the power, I laid the fhip's 
£ead to'the offing : a breeze fpringr 
ing up foon after Co the northward, { 
jnade tlje fig;nal to tack, thinking we 
■ Jjxouldcertainly fetch where we wifh- 
ed to (fo : in this however we were 
difappointed, the wind baffling and, 
ffcrfaking us. "The Loweftoffe ran 
aftiore, and received a heavy fire 
from 'the enemy, but (he got off 
again ; before our boats could get to 
their affiftance,, her luill r mafts,. and 
yards were /& much difabled, as to 
D.b]ige**ne ^) fend her to anchor to 
leeward, and'triere r^efit. The Cha~ 
Ton's rudder was choaked by a (hot, 
which filjed tjie^ ipace between it anci 
the ftem-pptt with, fjplinters; part of 
tier wheel was. ftiqtaway, and the t 
mizeriVmaii badly, wounded. On 
the iStb, Captain Dalrymple being* 
anxious for artillery being fent up 1 to 
a-battery he was conftrucling on the 
Governor's hill, I ordered the guns 
from the porcupine to be landed : 



they were drawn up by the failori , 
through a heavy road, and up a fleep 
afcent, toafpot where they did not-* 
able execution ; but our time beimj' 
precious from various confiderations, 
and the heat of the climate making* 
this duty more fatiguing to our 
people, it was concluded on, be- 
tween Captain Dalrymple and my- 1 
felf, to anempt an efcaiade the fol- 1 
lowing morning; and the KingY 
ihip s to co-operate, by cannonading- ' 
the wall againft the fea. — I made 
the fignal fettled for the attack; t[ 
weighed at three o'clock, the Porno- * 
na and LoweiiofFe ftanding for the : 
eaftern, and the Charon for the' 
weftern angle of the fort, which Jl 
began to cannonade ; when Captaia 
Dalrymple, in a moft gattant and ; 
exemplary manner, ftormed on the 
land-fide with the feamen and ma-' 
rines, and fubdued the enemy with 
the lofs of little blood. We took 
immediate poffeffion of two regifter 
fhips richly laden, which, with the' 
cargoes of other veflels of lefs note, 
will amount to the Aim of three'mil- 
lions of piaflres (or dollars). The 
fort is an amazing pile of building* ' 
the greateft part of it is an admirable '' 
fortofflone; the remainder is brick. * 
It l>as coft to the Spaniards twenty- ' 
five years labour, and the lives of 
thousands of their fubjec*b. Since it,' 
has been taken, we are aftonifhed, 
from the firengtli Of it, that it was * 
fo eafily vanquimed. The Spanifh 
Governor is very folicitous toranfom 
the fort, an,d has offered three hun- 
dred thoufand dollars for it. The two 
hundred and fifty quintals of quick- 
fijver, which Came from Old Spain, 
and which we have now taken, the 
Spaniards would have bought at any 
price, faying, they would give * 
double the value of it, becaufe they ' 
ihquld have no other means to worfc ' 
any of the valuable mines in the pro- fc 
vince. Their,reafons for wishing it t .' 
determined me riot to part from a 
iingle ounce of the quicklilver, nor 

would! " 
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The number of priioners tn the ene 
Jny's fort you wiH find, by the in- 
ctofed return, far exceeded the troops 
that flormed it j ana wnuie un- 
daunted behaviour has added fp 
much Iuftre to the Britifh arms. 
Their humanity has not been Jefs 
confpkuous than their bravery ; nor 
can there be a greater contrail than 
between the treatment received by 
the King's fubjecls at Georges- 
key, which furrendered at difcretion, 
and . the Spaniih garrifon of Omoa 
though taken by Itorm : Captain 
IJalrymple's orders and my wifhes. 
Kave been pun&ually' obeyed even 
l>y the Mufquito men, and thofe of 
Honduras ' that received fuch ill 
treatment. Proper refpedl has been 
J&ewn to the Governor, Spanifh t 
officers, foldiers, f and inhabitants ; 
neither cjoaths, watches, pocket 
money, or other effe&s have been 
taken from thefe. pfifoners. The 
ornaments of the church, the captors 
have agreed to- give back, ir the 
Spanifh Qourt does punctually com- 
ply with the agreement refpe&ing 
the exchange of prifoners. The 
uniform bravery and good conduct of 
all the officers and feamen under my 
command may make it appearungra- 
cious to mark particular people ; 
but the fervices rendered by Capt. 
Pakenham, and Lieutenant Trott, 
call for my moll earneft recommend- '[ 
ation of them to their Lordflrips 
favour. The former gentleman, who 
is the bearer of thefe difpatches,* ; 
can give " more perfecT information 
refpecling the reduction of this fort 
and fettlement. Capt. Nugent has ' 
exerted himfelf upon every point of 
duty in a diftinguifhed manner. I 
am not acquainted with the merits 
of individuals that ferved on fhore, 
except that Commandant Dalrymplc 
is certainly entitled to infinite honour 
and praife, for the gallant manner 
iri which he led the troops to the 
efcalade. Capt. Carden exhibited 
fl^any proofs of his abilities as an " 



I muft leave 
it 'with Captain Commandant t)al- 
rymple to give due praife to all thofe 
whole, fervices on more call for it : 
he. will, I am fure, take notice of 
Lieut. Wightman of the marines, 
who was wounded under the enemy's 
walls, and. of all thofe who have 
deferved it 'at his hands. I have 
the pleafnre to allure their Lord- 
ihips, that the moft perfect harmony 
and co-operation have fubfiited be- 
tween the King's troops employed 
at fea and on more ; fuch fervices as 
have been in my power to render my 
country, Itruft, willprove acceptable 
to his Majefty. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 

John Luttrbll. 

A return of the killed and wounded on 

. board bis Mapjfy's Jhips Charon, 

iLotveftoffe, and Porcupine, in an 

, aBion againfi the Catholic King** 

fort of St, Ferdinands \ de Omoa, 

en the xphofOfi. 1 779. 

Killed. Wounded. 
Charon 1 - - 6 

LoweflofFe 3 . - - 5 

Porcupine 1 o 

A return of the killed and wounded on 
hoard the Racehorfe armed wjfel at 
St. George* s Key, - in the May of 
Honduras, the I ph of Sept. I77Q. 
Racehorfe, 2 killed.— 5 wounded. 
The return of the garrifon, and 
of the artillery and ftores are the 
fame as printed above. 

Front the London Gazette* 
Whitehall, Dec, to, 1779. 
This morning Captain Lloyd, one 
of Sir Henry Clinton's Aids-de- 
Camp, arrived in town from New- 
York with the following difpatch from 
Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George 
Germain, one of his Majefty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State. 

fyw-Tork, Nov. 19, 1779, 
My Lord, 
As I was clofirig my difpatches yef- 
terday for the packet, I had the - 
pleafure, by the 'arrival of a priva- 
teer 
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tecr from St. Auguflihe, to receive 
letters from the Governor Tonyn and 
Lieutenant-colonel Fufer who com- 
mands the troops in that garrifon, 
communicating to me the very im- 
portant intelligence, that the French 
troops, commanded by the Count 
d'Eftaing in perfon, in conjunction 
with the rebel army under General 
Lincoln, wererepulfed with very con- 
siderable lofs in attempting to florm 
the lines at Savannah, in Georgia, 
on the znorning of the 9th ultimo. 

I have the honour to trahfmit co- 
pies of Governor Tonyn's and Lie*- 
tenant-colonelFufer's letters for your 
Lordfhip's information, together with 
copies and extra&s of other letters 
from different perfons, all confirming 
this moft agreeable event. 

The privateer having taken on her 
paflage an advice boat with difpatches 
from General Waftiington, gives me 
alfo an opportunity of inclofing co- 
pies thereof ; by which your Lord- 
ihip will perceive that they had not 
confined their views to the fouthward, 
but had likewife made confiderable 
preparations for the attack of thefe 
pofts. 

Captain Lloyd, one of my aids- 
de-camp, will have the honour of 
delivering my difpatches to your 
Lordftiip ; and I beg leave to refer 
to him for any further particulars 
your Lordfhip may defire to be in- 
formed of, 
I have the honour to be. 
With the greateft refpeft, 
Your Lordfhip's mqft obedient, 
And molt humble fervant, 

H. Clinton. 
Extrtft of a letter from Governor 
To w y n to bis Excellency Sir Hen- 
ry Clinton, K. B. dattd St. 
Augujli*€ t G<2. 30, 1779. 
By an exprefs fent by fome mer- 
chants' to their correspondents here, 
which left Savannah on the 24th 
inftant, we have theagreeable news, 
that the rebels and French army 
were rejtulfed in a general aflault 



upon that garrifon on the 9th 'lait 
pail ; that the former have fince re- 
treated intoCaroliha, anddthe French 
on board their (hips j that this expe- 
dition has coffc them 1 coo men, and 
tl>e rebeUas many, that the Count 
d'Eftaing commanded in chief, and 
fummoned the General very haugh- 
tily to furre'nder to the King of 
France ; that great difputes have 
happened between the new allies, 
from reciprocal reproaches fince their 
defeat ; and that they were upon 
the point of falling upon each other. 

Although I have not as yet heard 
from authority of this happy event, 
there cannot be the ltaildoubtof th« * 
fail, and I would not Jofe this op- 
portunity of acquainting your Ex- 
cellency. 

I am forry to mention, that his 
Majefty'sfhip the Experiment, Capt. 
Sir James Wallace, is Taken hy 
d'Eftaing's fleet, And the Ariel, 
Capt. Mackenzie. 

St. Auguftinty OSobtr 30, 1779. 
Sir, 

Give me leave to have the honour 
to congratulate your Excellency upon 
Count d'Eftaing's having raifed the 
blockade of Savannah. Though I 
have received no letter from Gene- 
ral Pre voft fince the nth of kft 
• month, I am convinced, by letters 
from feveral merchants at Savannah, 
dated the 22dinft. which arrived ex- 
prefs from them yelterdav, that he 
is re-embarked with all his troops. 

As very likely your Excellency 
will not hear fo foon from Major-., 
general Prevoft (the port of Savan- 
nah being frill blocked up) I ihall 
attempt to give you a' narrative of 
what has happened during the block- 
ade, as far as i can judge by the {e- 
veral letters which I have feen from 
thence ; alfo from the report of the 
exprefs who was at Savannah during 
the whple time ; and though he' is a 
Mulatto, appears to me to be a very 
intelligent man. 

Jji the beginning of September 

lajfc 
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, kft Gtntfikl Frevfcjr/ was informed of 
. M. d'Eftaing, wkhthe French fleet 
; being on the coaft. 

On Wednefday the 8th the French 

♦ landed their troops, and on the Sa- 
turday following the rebels joined 
them, and the blockade was com- 
pleted : the French encamped be- 
tween Savannah River and Sunbury 
Road, and the rebels from that road 

, to the road leading to Augufta. 
The 15th the Count fummoned 

* the town to furrender, and a proper 
anfwer was returned ; in the mean 

. time Capt* Moncrieffe was indefati- 
. gable in putting the place into a pro- 
,per ftate of defence. There were 
. not above eight or ten guns mounted 
-on the day of. fiimmons, but in a 
few days they had no lefs than eigh- 
ty *or ninety mounted, borrowed 
. from the flapping.* 

• A few days afterwards the French 
t and rebels began to throw up batte- 
ries upon the hills on the left of Tat- 
nallV, being within. about 400 yards 
of our lines, when three companies 

* of light infantry, commanded by 
Major Graham, went out, in hopes 
of drawing on a general action ; bnt 
not being fupported foon enough, 
they were obliged to retire with the 
lofs of fifteen men. On the 17th, 
about midnight, Lieutenant-colonel 
Maitland arrived by water at Savan- 
nah from Beaufort, having fought 
his. way through the enemy. The 
Vigilant man of war was left at 
Beaufort, and nobody knows what is 

• become of her ; indeed mips have 
been funk to hinder the entrance of 
the river. After this our troops ne- 
ver attempted to interrupt the ene- 
my, who were hard working every 
night. 

About one o'clock in the morn- 
ing of the 3d of October, they open- 
ed their batteries, confxlHng of 30 
. pieces of heavy cannon and ten mor-* 
tars, and played inceftantly upon the 
town ; when on the oth, about day- 
break, the united forces of France 



and America, confining 0/ Upwards 
of 4000 French, and as many re- 
bel*, attempted to ft-orm our lines. 
The principal attack wad in three 
column? upon the redoubts on the 
Augufta road t The Count in per- 
fon began the attack with, great vi- 
gour, but was foon thrown into con- 
fuiion by the fire from our batteries 
and redoubts. 

A body of French grenadiers came 
on with fuch fpirit, to attack the old 
redoubt, upon the Ebeneaer road, 
that if Captain Taw with a number 
of his men, and Captain Wickhaia, 
with the grenadiers of the 60th, had 
not thrown them/elves in very 
pertunely, it mull have been 
ried. The heat of this a&ion ht 
about 20 minutes, when the enei 
began to retire in great confufioV: 
The rebels could not be {brought |o 
charge again* and in that conation 
(it is faid) they fired upon their/ally. 
Our lofs is Captain Taw anda'o pri- 
vates killed and wounded. I^ie lofs 
, <?f the enemy cannot be a&e&ained ; 
but Mr. Robert JBaillie (who was a 
prifpner with the Frencjr during the 
whole blockade) fays r '"that they own 
a lofs of between killed, wounded, 
and ficknefs, of near 1500 men. 
The enemy confefs to have hA 5 z 
officers, and men in proportion. 
Count d'Eftaing was wounded in the 
arm and 'thigh ; and Count Polaiki 
is very dangeroufly wounded with a 
grape ihot. 

On the 20th the kit of the French 
troops re-embarked ; and what is 
very extraordinary, our troops never 
attempted to harrafs them on their 
retreat: the rebels had retreated 
before them. Mutual animofities 
and revilings have arifen to fuel* a 
height betwixt the French and re- 
bels, fince they were repulfed by us, 
that they were almoft ready to cut 
one another's throats. 
* The Ariel roan of war was taken 
fome time ago, and the Experiment, 
from New-York. 

* Tht 
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The zziy a 28 gun French fri- 
gate remained within fight of the 
town, a little below Broughton's 
plantation, with two Carolina gal- 
leys, and feveral fmall veflels ; ten 
frigates were at Tybee, and the 
grand fleet, confiiting of 24 fail of 
the line, were in the offing. 

It is furprifing that a man of fuch 
ability and repute as Count d'Eflairig 
is reckoned to be, ihould have de- 
layed his attack until our out-work 
and battery was erected, and Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Maitland had join- 
ed ; or that they ihould not have 
attempted to take that place by 
fap. 

It was reported by a rebel that 
M. d'Eftaing was in Charles-town, 
previous to his landing in Georgia, 
in order to confiilt meafures with the 
•rebels ; that they told him that our 
-army was very much fcattered about 
the country, very fickly, without 
difcipline, and commanded by a 
man of little experience in military 
affairs ; and that by only fhewing 
himfelf before the town, they cer- 
tainly would furrender. If this re- 
port be true, M. d'Eftaing was'de- 
ceived, and very likely it made him 
negleft the precaution* ufual , in 
* fieges. It is reported alfo, that the 
rebels took umbrage at his fummon- 
ing the town in the French King's 
name only, 

I have the honour to be, with the 
moft profound refpect, Sir, your 
Excellency's moft humble, and moft 
obedient fcrvant,* - 

(Signed) L. V, Fuser. 

P. S. Since this was wrote, a 
rebel fchooner, with 41 men on 
board, was caft away about forty 
miles to the South of this place, who 
confirmed the above account. 

(Signed) L. V. Fuser. 

E^traft of a letter p dated Savannah, 

OSiober 22, 1 779. 

After fo complete a blockade as 
we have had here thefe fix weeks 
paft, and with fuch a formidable 

Vol, IX. *~ 



fleet and army as we have been fur- 
rounded with, you will wonder to 
hear that Count d'Eftaing has been 
obliged to raife the fiege and taken 
his leave of us : he went on boarl 
his boat a few days fince, and all hi» 
mattered army followed him from 
Colonel Mullryne's houfe and neigh- 
bourhood. An. eight-and-twenty 
gun French frigate is however ftill 
in fight of the town, a little below 
Brownton *s plantation , with two 
Carolina galleys, and feveral fmaH 
veflels, which feem to be employed 
in watering the fleet. Ten frigates 
are at Tybee, and the grand fleet, 
confuting of twenty-three or twenty- 
four fail of the line, are in. the of 7 
fing ; and if the wind that now pre- 
vails continues any time, they may 
remain longer upon the coaft thaii 
they would wifh. I rauft refer you 
to the account that will be publiihecj 
by authority, for the minute parti* , 
culars of this important and very ex- 
traordinary fiege. I will only fay 
that the General was fummoned by 
Count d'Eflaing only to furrender to 
the arms of the King of France the 
1 6th of September; They broke 
ground the 24th, and the 4th in flan t 
opened their bomb batteries , in full 
force upon the town, which, with 
great guns, 12, 18, and 24 pound- 
ers, they kept almofl incefTantly upon 
us till Saturday the 9th inftant, when 
they began their attack upon our 
lines ; the Count himfelf, at : the 
head of three thoufand French, and 
the like number of Continentals and 
militia. The attack was apparently 
general round the wholelines, but the 
grand force was at the place called 
the Spring, at the end of the com- 
mon, on the high ground leading to 
the weftern road ; it was our weak 
fide ; the redoubt in that quarter 
.was afligned to the Carolina Roy- 
^alifts ; and they were mofl fortu- 
nately affifted well by a Capt, Taws, 
"a brave man, with twenty-five of his 
company, who had the fame redoubt 
JL ' aifigned 
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al&gned to them that very morning. 
Tils affiftance, together with Capt. 
Wickham, at the head of the grena- 
fliers, {who had great merit on this 
fcccafton) Colonel Hamilton, at the 
head of the North Carolinians, and 
Colonel Moore, with part of the 
jriilitia and fome others, who will r 
no doubt, be all properly taken 
notice of in the Gazette account, 
had the whole brunt of the French 
grenadiers, &c. &c. upon them. 
The affair lafted about two hours, 
when the enemy gave way, leaving 
behind them fuch a number of dead 
and wounded, fome in the ditches of 
the redoubt, and many upon the re- 
doubt itfelf, that, fince the affair at 
Bunker's Hill, there has not been 
"fuch a flaughter in any one engage- 
ment in America, fmce the firft of 
this unhappy rebellion. 

Count d'Eftaing was himfelf 
wounded in two places; and it is 
Confidently faid, and owned by their 
own officers, that their lofs was not 
lefs than 1500 killed and wounded* 
This account is iuft brought in by 
poor Mr. Robert Baillie, who, with 
ibme others, was taken prifoner at 
the Orphan Houfe, in nis way to 
St. John's River, on the firft arrival 
of the French troops, and has been 
detained by them ever fince. The 
Americans confefs they have loft 52 
officers ; but how many men it is 
hard to fay. They made but a very 
ihort ftay after the morning of the 
9th; and there is hardly one of 
them, it is faid, on this fide Savan- 
nah river. The French under the 
command of Count Dillon kept in 
their lines, amuiing us with the pa* 
rade, as if they meditated a new at- 
tack, but in reality to gain time to 
withdraw their artillery, and embark 
their men* 

Your friend Captain MonerieJe 
las got, I may fay, immortal honour 
on this occ&fion* There were not 
Above eight or ten guns mounted on 
the day of the Aunttcna audi ths 



lines ; and, in a few day* he had 

not lefs than eighty or ninety great 
and fmall, borrowed from the /hip- 
ping. The French officers have 
complimented him highly upon his 
activity : they fay his batteries rofe 
upon them, from day to day, like 
mufhrooms (champignons.) 

I have told you of the lofs of the 
enemy at the attack of our lines ; 
but you will fcarcely believe, that 
our lofs hardly comes up to 40 or 42 
killed and wounded. Poor Taws 
fell in defence of the redoubt under 
his charge ; and my old and worthy 
friend Captain Simpfon fell the day 
before in his redouot by a cannon 
fhot while he was talking with a 
friend : poor fellow, he is very much 
lamented by every one. 

Some few people of the town were 
killed with the cannon mot ; but. 
none of any note. The hoiifes are 
much damaged, but as we keep the 
ground, every other lofs will foon be 
forgot. Ten thoufand men, they 
will tell you (with theprefent lines 
and fpirit of the troops) would make 
veiy little impreffion on them. 

From the London Gaxtttt. 
Admiralty-Office ', December % 1 , 1779. 

Captain Chriftian,ofhis Majeily's 
armed fhip the Vigilant, arrived here 
this rooming with a letter from Cap- 
tain Henry, of his Majefty's fhip 
the Fowey, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
in Savannah river, Georgia, Nov. 
8, 1779, of which the following i* 
an extract; 

I beg you will be pleafed to com- 
municate to the Rignt Honourable 
my Lords Commiffioners of the Ad- 
miralty the following important par> 
titulars : 

That the French fleet, under the 
Count d'Eftaing, confining of twen^ 
ty fail of the line, two of fifty guns, 
and eleven frigates, arrived on tni* 
coaft the ill of September pall, from 
Cape Francois, having on board a 
large body of troops, purpofely lor 
tfcc ttd ttflwa of this province ; they 
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felled from the Cape on the 20th of 
Auguft, and came through the wind- 
ward paffage, when they difpatched 
two mips of" the line and three fri- 
gates to Charles-town, to announce 
their coming, and prepare the rebel 
force by fea and land to join the 
Count d'Eftaing ;. thefe two fhips of 
the line and frigates were feen from 
Tybee the 3d of September, when 
Lieutenant Lock, of the Rofe, was 
lent to reconnoitre them, and 
brought word they were French. 

Lieutenant Whitworth, who com- 
mands the Keppel armed brig, was 
ordered to get ready a faft failing 
tender of his own, to proceed to 
New York with this intelligence, 
and failed with his difpatches on the 
6th, but was chaced in again by 
feven fail. On the 7th *at night he 
made another attempt, wherein 
there is every reafon to hope he was 
fuccefsful. 

On the 8th, forty-one fail were 
difcovered to the fouthward of Ty- 
bee, plying to windward, the wind 
being northerly, as it had been for 
fome days pait, drove them to the 
Southward of this port. 

Major-general Prevoft at Savan- 
nah was immediately acquainted of 
their appearance, who went to work 
with every exertion to increafe the 
fortifications of the town. Dif- 
patches were fent to the Honourable 
Colonel Maitland, who was poftcd 
with part of the army on Port Royal 
iflana, and to Captain ^Chriftian, of 
his Majeliy*s (hip Vigilant, to repair 
to Savannah as loon as poffible, with 
the troops, fhips, and galleys there. 

The Fowey, Rofe, Keppel armed 
brig, and Germain provincial armed 
ftup, were fo placed, that if the 
French ihips came in fuperior, we 
might run up the river ; and the 
leading marks for the bar were cut 
down. 

On the 9th the whole French fleet 
anchored off the bar, and next day 
four frigates weighed and cane to 



Tybee anchorage. I* w^s deter* 
mined on their approach to run uo 
the river with the King's Ihips, and 
join our force with the General, for 
the defence of the town ; at this 
time the French were fending troops, 
from their fhips, which were firft put 
into fmall craft frgm Charles-town^ 
and run into Offabaw Inlet, from 
whence they were landed in launches 
at Bowley, thirteen miles from Sa-^ 
vannah, under cover of four galleys j 
and their frigates were preparing ta 
advance up the river. 

From the 10th to the 13th, we 
were bufy fending to town part o£ 
the Fowey and Rofe's guns and am- 
munition, in veffels fent by the Ge-i 
neral for that purpofe. On the 
13th, the Fowey and Rofe being 
much lightened, failed over the 
Mud-flat to Five Fathom Hole, 
three miles below the town, from> 
whence were fent up the remainder 
of the guns and ammunition. 

The Comet galley and Keppel 
armed brig were dire&ed to jplacq 
themfelves fo below the Mudflat a* 
to cover the paffage of ColoneJ 
Maitland, with the King's troop* 
from Port Royal, through Wallfcut A 
from whom v/e had not heard iince 
our difpatches to him were fent, thq 
communication with boats being cut 
off 

The 14th and 15th the feamen 
were employed landing the cannoft 
and ammunition of the fhips fron> 
the fmall veffels, and having done* 
the feamen were appointed to that 
different batteries, and the marine* 
incorporated with the grenadiers of 
the 60th regiment. 

On the j 6th the Count d'Eftaing 
fummoned the General to furrender 
the town to the arms of his Molf 
Chriftian Majefty : at the fame timq 
faying, his troops were the fame who? 
fo recently ftormed and conquered 
the Grenades ; that their courage 
and prefent ardour were fo great, 
that any work* we ihould raife, or 

K 2 any 
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any opposition we could make, 
mould be of no import. Not inti- 
midated with this language, the 
-General called a meeting of field 
and fea officers, when it was refolved 
to take twenty-four hours to con- 
fcder. In that time the troops from 
Beaufort arrived in boats from the 
Vigilant and tranfports (in Calli- 
bogie Sound) through walls cut un- 
der the dire&ion of Lieutenant 
Goldefborough of the Vigilant ; 
&nd now the Count d'Eflaing had 
his final anfwer, That we were un- 
atfimoufly determined to defend the 
town. 

The General, ever attentive to 
Jmcreafe the defences of the town, 
with Captain Montcrief, our prin- 
cipal engineer, were now indefati- 
gable, night and day, raifing new 
works and batteries which aflonifhed 
6nr enemies ; and every officer, fol- 
dier, and failor worked with the 
ytmofl chearfulnefs : and I have the 
pieafure to inform their Lordfhips, 
the General has been pleafed to e,v- 
prefs his particular fatisfa6Uon with 
the fervices of the officers and Tea- 
men of the King's mips and tran- 
sports during the whole liege. 

Tt being apprehended the enemy's 
Jhips might come too near the town, 
ana annoy the rear of our lines, it 
was judged expedient to fmk a num- 
ber of vefTels to flop the pafTage ; his 
Majefty's fhip Rofe, making at this 
time feventeen inches water an hour, 
after fheathing her as low as we 
ibuld at Cockfpur, her bottom 
worm eaten quite through, and her 
Jtern rotten, as appears by a furvey 
of ihipwrighls held on her a ihort 
time before, wherein it is declared 
fhe could not fwim above two 
months, her men, guns, and am- 
munition being on more, I thought 
her the moft eligible to fink, as her 
weight would keep her acrofs the 
thannel, when lighter vefTels could 
not, owing to the rapidity of the 
Current, and hard fandy bottom, 



which prevented the (licking fafl: 
where they funk. The Savannah 
armed fhip, purchafed into the 
King's fervice by order of Commo- 
dore Sir James Wallace, fome 
time before, was fcuttled and funk 
alfo ; four tranfports were funk be- 
fides, which ' blocked up the chan- 
nel ; feveral fmaller vefTels were 
alfo funk above the town; and a 
boom laid acrofs, to prevent the 
enemy fending down fire-rafts among 
our Shipping, or landing troops in 
our rear. ' 

The Fowey, Keppel brig, Comet 
galley, and Germain provincial 
armed fhip, were got to town pre- 
vious to finking the vefTels ; the 
Germain,, having her guns in, was 
placed off Yamairaw, to flank dur 
lines. 

* Three French frigates were now 
advanced up the river to the Mud- 
flat. One of them having twelve- 
pounders, with two rebel galley^ 
Carrying ( each two eightecn-pounder* 
in thqir prows, anchored in Five 
fathom Hole ; from whence the 
frigate failed into the back river, 
with intent to cannonade the rear of 
Our lines. She threw a great number 
of fhot, which being at their utmofl" 
range, did no execution. The gal-- 
leys advancing nearer did fome da- 
mage to the houfe5. A few fhot now 
and then from the river battery made 
them keep a refpectable diilance. 

The French having now*ianade 
regular approaches, and finifhed 
their batteries of mortars and can- 
non near enough to our works, on the 
3d of October, at midnight, opened 
their bomb-battery of nine large 
mortars : at day-break they alfo 
opened with thirty-feven pieces of 
heavy cannon, landed from the 
fleet, and* fired on our line and bat- 
teries with great fary. This lafted 
day and night until the morning of 
the 9th, when finding little notice 
taken of their fhot or fhells, at day- 
break flormed, with their whole 

force, 
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force, the Count d'Eftaing at their 
head. This attempt proved moft 
fatal to them, for they met with fo 
very fevere a repulfe from only three 
hundred men, aflifted by the grape- 
ftiot from the batteries, that from 
this day they worked with indefa- 
tigable labour to carry oft* their can- 
non and mortars, and descended to 
a degree of civility we had hitherto 
been Grangers to. Their lofs was 
very great, moft of their bell officers 
-and fbldiers killed and wounded ; 
the Count d'Eftaing among the 
latter. 

On the night of the 17th the 
French entirely quitted their works, 
retreated to their boats, and em- 
barked under cover of their galleys , s 
General Lincoln, "with the rebel ar- 
my, retreated up the country with 
treat precipitation, burning every 
ridge behind them ; anji we are 
told their army is totally difperfed. 

The French have been favoured 
by the weather to their utmoft wifhes 
the whole time of being on the 
coaft ; their great fhips lying con- 
flantlyat anchor in fourteen fathoms, 
and the fmall craft from Qharjes- 
town employed Watering them from 
this river. The only accident we 
know they met with, was loiing one 
boat with 100 men. 

When the French troops were all 
embarked, an officer wns fent on 
fhore to exchange prifoners : tljis 
being iinifhed, they loft no time in* 
returning down the river with their 
frigates and galleys to Tybce. 

The Vigilant, with the Scourge 
and Vindi&ive galleys, the Snake 
jbalf-galley, and" three tranfports, 
were obliged'to remain at Calli bogie 
the whole ficgc ; where Captain 
Chriftian, of the Vigilant, fcciired 
them all in* (b ftrong a pofition, and 
erected a battery on fhore to protect 
them, that the French and rebels 
thought it moft prudent to let them 
alone : they are now all at Tybee, 
the French fleet having left this 



coaft the 26th of October, and their 
frigates left this river the 2d of 
November. 

On the 4th of 'November the 
Myrtle, navy 'victualler, who waif 
taken by the French, and turned 
into a watering veflel, being blown 
Out of this river a few days tefoj© 
they left it, returned to Tybee witht 
a rebel galley, expecting to fin£ 
their friends; they both fell inti 
our hands. The galjey is called 
the Rutledge, parries, two eighteeni 
pounders in her prow,* and foW 
fixes in her waift ; * T have rtamei 
-her the Viper, and appointed Mri 
John Steele, Mafter's-mate 'of that 
Rofe, to command her, with ac 
eftablifh'ment iftnilar to the other 
galleys, until the Admiral's pleafure 
is known. Mr. Steele's behaviour, 
at the battery, on the fpot where 
the French and rebels ftbrmed out- 
lines, deferves particular notice. 

His Majefty's fhip Arie^ of zf 
guns, on a cruize off Chaiies T town 
(when the French came to this .coaft) ' 
was taken on the nth of September,; 
by the French frigate Amazon, of 
36 guns. His Majefty's fhip Expe- 
riment, having loft all her mafia 
and bowfprit in a gale of wind, oa 
herpaftage from New-York to Sa- 
vannah, fell into the middle of the 
French fleet off this bar, and was 
taken on the 24th of September, to- 
gether with the Myrtle navy victual- 
ler, and Champion ftore-lhip. 

I now beg leave to acknowledge 
the particular fervices of Captain 
Brown, of the Rofe, before and 
during the fiege, for his very fpirit- 
ed exertions on every occafion ; 
Lieutenant Lock, of the Rofe, antf 
Lieutenant Crawford, of the Fowey, 
were very diligent, anxious, and 
fpirited, during this whole bufmefs. 
Captain Fifher, who commanded the 
Savannah armed Ihip, afted as Bri- 
gade-major to the iea department ; 
and, while he continued in health, did 
his utmoft to forward the fervice, 

s CajptaLf 
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Captain Knowlcs, agent to tranf- 
jorts, fu foon as he was exchanged 
as a prifoner, fcrvcrd at the batteries ; 
*»d Lieutenant Goldeib rough, of 
the Vigilant, by whofe diligence 
ind activity the King's troops were 
troughs through Wailfcut to Savan- 
ji*h, I have appointed to the Vigi* 
|ant, in the room of Capt* ChriiUao, 
who has the honour to prefcat you 
thefc difpatches. Captain Brown, 
Jate of the Ho fc, was oo have carried 
them, but his extreme ill health 
prevents it. The General having 
feu his difpatchn- to England, m a 
trig of the CommifTary General's 
department? Captain Chridian takes 
ids pauage in her alfo* 

Captain Mowbray, of the Ger- 
abain provincial armed fhtp of St. 
AaguiHne, who was irationed at 
Yamairaw to flank our lines, was 
very diligent in that fervice, and 
afiilllng Lieutenant Gotdefbrough in 
£nking veiTeis, and laying a boom 
it rot the river above the town, 
Mr. Tate, Mailer of the Nancy, 
and Mr, Watfon, Mailer of the 
Tweed tranfports, have vzxy parti- 
cular thanks for their conftant far- 
tices at the batteries, Mr. Wilfon, 
Mafrec of the Venus, and Mr. 
M'Curdk, Maiier of the Neptune 
transports, have the fame. I muft 
fceg leave to mention the very fpi- 
rited fervkes of Mr, McDonald, 
Mate of the Eik traniport, at this 
and former times* 

The Fowey's cables that were worn 
were cut up for wads } the conf uitip- 
lion being great from the conftanc 
fire from the batteries,, and her fail* 
were ufed for tents ; a bomb fell in- 
tp her cabin, which broke the mlzcn 
mall, and damaged her deck and 
tern frame, but not materially. 

Fart of the crews of the Experi- 
ment and Ariel, being fent on Jhore 
l*y the Count d'Eftaing in exchange* 
WiH complexly man the King's 
fbips and galleys on this Nation, 
v*hofc jiames are under : 



Fowey - -- Keppel armed brig. 
Vigilant - ,- Vindictive galley. 
Scourge galley - Viper galley. 
Comet galley -r Hornet half galley. 
Snake half-galley. 
Germain armed ihip 
and Thunder gal- 
ley , from St. Atf- 
gufiine. 
Lift of the French fleet on tbis ceafl 
Under tfyc Count d'Eftaing* 
;Firfr Divifion. 
Mjv Bougainville. 
Le Guerrier - r • 74- 
Magnifique - - 74 

,«Caefar . * *- ... 74 
Vengueur - - '. - - 74 
\, Provence • - 64 

. Marfeilles - - - 64 
. Fantafque - - 64 

Second Diviuon. 
Coxnpte d'Efiaing. 
Le Languedoc . - - 96 
Robufte . - "74 

Zele 74 

Annihal - - 74 

Vailant - . ,,- . - 74 
Artizien - - 64 

Sagitaire - . "54 
Third Divifion. 
Le Tonant 80 

\ . Diademe - - - 74 
He&cr t - - 74 ' 

Fendant - - - 74 
Pauphine Royal - - 70 
Refleche 64 

Sphynx - - - 64 
* Roderique ftoreftiip - 50 
Frigates. 
La Fortune - - 38 

L'Amazpn - - 36 

L'Iphigene - - 36 

La Blanche - 36 

La Chirnere - - - 36 
La Boudeufe - - 3& 
La Bricole (heavy metal) 36 
Le Lys - - iS 

Englifh (liips taken* 

Experiment - 50 

. Lively - 20 

- Ceres - - - . . 18 

Alcrt.Cutter 14 

' The 
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The land Forces on board this fleet 
were the Irifh brigade, (Dillon) the 
regiment of Foix, the grenadiers, 
the light infantry, and piquet of the 
regiments of Armagnac, Agenors, 
Biam, and Royal Roufillon, and of 
the colony troops of Guadaloupe, 
Martinique, Cape Francois, and 
Port au Prince, with the marines of 
the ihips, amounted to about 5500 
men. They landed at firft 4000, , 
and at different landings after, Soo 
more; (the rebels had 3000) befides 
fome hundreds of free Blacks and 
Mulatoes, taken on board in the 
Weft-Indies. The fleets very badly 
manned, very fickly, and the mips 
in very bad condition, ftiort of an- 
chors and cables, having no running 
rigging to rccf t but what came out 
of the Champion ftorefhip, from 
York, and intended for this port. 
We have every reafon to believe this 
expedition coft them 2000 men. 

Their detonation, as we are in- 
formed from themfelves, is, the 
Count d'Eftaing, with eleven fhips 
of the line, to France; four to Brett, 
and feven to Toulon : La Motte 
Picquet, with five fail, to Chefa- 
peake, from thence to the Cap? : 
Dc GrafTe to Martinique, with fix 
fail, and the troops : three frigates 
to remain at Charles-town ; this is 
certain, under the Chevalier de Ro- 



Retetrn of feamtn and marines killed 
and <wounded during the jiege. 
Fowey. One marine' killed ; 1 
wounded. 

Rofe. One Teaman, 1 marine, 
killed ; 6 marines, wounded. 

Kcpptl armed brig. One fcaman 
killed; 5 wounded. Four Teamen 
of the transports wounded. 

Total ieamen' killed 2 
Wounded - - 9 
Marines killed - -2 
-Wounded - ;- 7 
I have the honour to be, &c, 



' Whitehall, Dtctf^ift 25, 
ExtraS of a letter from Mapr+gentrdL 
Prevost, commanding bis Ma* 
jeftys forces in the province of Geor- 
gia, to the Right Hon, Lord 'Geo. 
Germain, one if his Maj§fy*b 
- principal Secretaries of State , dated 
Savannah, Nov. I, 1779; received 
by Capt. Shaw, Aid de Camp f 
the Major-general *P R E v S T- 
As I look upon it to be always of 
importance, and my indifpeaiibJe 
duty, that your Lordmip fltould di- 
rectly be made acquainted with ewe* 
ry material occurrence in this quar«% 
ter, affecting his Majefty's ferric* 5 
and as it is probable, the very unex- 
pected vifit of the Count d'Eftaiay 
to this coaft, with fo powerful a 
fquadron, and a confiderable body 
of land troops, whea known, would 
have excited fome uneafinefs for our 
fafety; it is with very fin cere plea- 
sure 1 do myfelf the honour to inform 
you, that we have feen the laftof the 
French fleet this day depart— we 
hope off the coaft — get both them 
and their American allies off our 
hands, in a manner which we hnm- 
biy hope our gracious Sovereign will. 
not think unhandfome, 

Sept. a* When intelligence was 
received from Tybee, that five £ul 
of French men of war, with fome 
iloops and fchooners, were off the 
bar, as it was impoffible to deter* 
mine whether this was a whole or 
oniy a, part of a larger force ; whe- 
ther they had landed troops in Ca- 
rolina, or this was their firft appear- 
ance on the coaft ; orders were lent 
to all the out-pofts to hold thcmfelvej 
in readinefs to join; and as it was 
very poflible that the enemy might 
pum their frigates into Port Royal 
Bay,- and cut off the communication 
with Beaufort, an order was fent to 
the Hon. Colonel Maitland, com- 
manding there, forthwith to evacuate 
that place, and crofs to Hilton Head 
I&aad, from whence, if he was not 

flojn, 
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ftopt bjt a further of der, he was to 
■proceed to tins place. The officer 
who was charged with this order was 
taken.by the rebels, going through 
Skull Creek ; but this accident was 
then judged of no other confequence, 
*as the French difappearing, and 
their coming on the coaft had been 
Jwped, for various reafons, to be 
only accidental, Colonel Maitland 
-iwas next day directed to remain ; 
but embarking all his heavy bag- 
gage and other incumbrances, to 
hold himfelf in readinefs to come 
away on the fhorteft notice : or i£ t 
through any other channel, he re- 
ceived intelligence which mould in- 
.duce that meafure, he was. immedi- 
ately to adopt it, without waiting 
tie ceremony of orders, as befl for 
his klajefty's fervice ; his great care 
Jbeing always to run no riique, pof- 
fibljr to be avoided, of being cut off 
from this place, which was our prin- 
cipal concern, 

6th. The French mips re-appear- 
ed with one of addition, and from 
.the northward. Captain Moncrief, 
the commanding engineer, with one 
hundred men and a howitz, was fent 
to Tybee to reinforce the pofl and 
battery there j and an order to be 
forwarded to Colonel Maitland to 
join without lofs of time. 
. 7 th and 8th. The fleet of the ene- 
.niy increafed to forty-two fail, the 
greater part men of war. — Expreffes 
to all the out-polls to join. 

9th. Fifty-four veffels off the bar. 
Appoint the pofts of alarm out of 
|x>wn, and make other neceffary dif- 
pofitions for fuflaining an attack. — 
Repair and ftrengthen the abbatis, 

— rA very fuperlor force approach- 
ing to the bar, our fhips, the Fowey 
and Rofe, of twenty guns each, the 
Keppel and Germain armed veffels, 
obliged to retire towards town. The 
battery on Tybee deftroyed, the 
guns ipiked, and the howitz and 

-itores carried off. Four large fri- 

-gates came over the bar. 



10th. All the out-pofts ,in Georgia 
join. Lieutenant-colonel Cruger 
from Sunbury came by land with all 
.his men able to march ; his fick and 
convalefcents he embarked on board 
an armed veffel to come inland. — 
By contrary winds they were detain- 
ed 'till the paffage was feized by 
the enemy. They however put up 
.Ogeechy river, where, finding alfo 
the communication by land cut off, V 
Captain French (commanding) land- 
ed and took pofl, and for many days 
continued to defend himfelf, until 
obliged, by want of provifions, to 
capitulate to a very fuperior force. 
Began new redoubts and batteries, 
and ilrengthen the abbatis. The 
troops^encamped. 

nth. Bufy in landing cannoa 
from the flapping. — Making faf- 
cines. — The engineer hard at work. 

12th. Several French and rebel 
veffels come over Offiban bar. — At 
ten o'clock, evening, the French 
landed at Beaulieu. 

13th. Having confined our views 
to the defence of the town, as our 
fole object, which we determined, 
by the bleffing of God, to be vigor- 
ous, and worthy of Britifh troops, 
continued our works with unremit- 
ting ardour. Captains Henry, 
Brown, and Fimer came on fhore, 
their afliflance being required in the 
defence of the place, on which every 
thing depended. They chearfully 
agreed, and proceeded directly to 
land their whole force, men, guns, 
&c. Some Mailers of tranfports, 
and a privateer with their men, 
made voluntary offers of their fer- 
vices. ■ Captain Watfon, of the 
Tweed, Tate, Nancy, Higgins, 
Betfey, Mr, Manley, Merchant of 
Jamaica, all had their pofts affigned ; 
the feamen on the batteries, the 
marines joined to the 60th grena- 
diers. — Report, that the rebels fronv 
Augufta were at Hudfon's, and Ge- 
neral Lincoln, from Carolina, ap- 
proaching Zubly's Ferry. 
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14th, The engineer bard at work. 
—Certain intelligence that Lincoln 
was croffing at Zubly's Ferry, from 
intelligent fpies, who crofted with 
him. — His numbers about 1500. — 
More on their way from all parts of 
Carolina. — Polafki, already crofled 
and joined by the horfe from above, 
advanced to within eight miles of 
the town. 

15th. Some French and Polafki's 
light horfe appear in front. Force 
in a Subaltern's piccjuet, of which fix 
are tal^en ; thev are forced to retire 
in turn with tome killed, and an 
officer taken. No farther lofs on 
our fide, our men not being fuftered 
to pafs beyond the cover of our 
cannon. 

1 6th. Receive a fumraons (No. 
I.) from the Count d'Eftaing, to 
furrendfir to the. arms of France, No 
ftranger' to the unanimous opinion 
of the army ; but, for form's fake, 
aflemble the field officers at the Go- 
vernor's — We defire to know (an- 
fwer No. 1.) what terms ?— At noon 
Colonel Maitland with the firfl di~ 
vifion arrives (about 400 men) — let- 
ter (No. 2.) from the Count, " that 
the befieged mould demand terms, 
and that he would willingly grant 
all in his power." We believe him, 
but demand a truce for twenty-four 
hours to deliberate, which is agreed 
to. 

,17th. By noon, and in the night 
before, all the reft of the fit for 
duty from Beaufort arrive, and take 
their pofts in the line. The enemy 
being in pofteifion of the ihip chan- 
nel. Colonel Maitland had been 
obliged to come round Dawfuflcie 
and land on the marines ; and, 
dragging his boats empty through a 
cut, got into Savannah river above 
the enemy, and fo to this place. 
Again aiTemble the field officers fea 
and land, with the Governor, and 
Lieutenant-governor, in camp. — > 
Unanimoufly determined to defend 
©urfelves to the laft man, which is 
1 Vex.. IX. 



communicated to Count d'Eftain^ 
(No. 3.) Our evening gun fired an, 
hour before fun-fet, to be the fifcnal 
for re-commencing hoftilities.— -Re- 
view the troops under arms at their 
pofls, all in nigh fplrits, and the 
moil pleafing confidence exprefled in 
every face. The failotrs not to be 
prevented from giving three cheers. 
. 1 8th and 19th. We continue to 
work hard on redoubts and bat* 
teries.— Farther ftrengthen the ab- 
batis*. 

20th. A frigate and galleys at 
Four-Mile-Point. Captain Mon- 
crief prepares fire-raft*. The Rofe 
and Savannah funk in the channel. 

2; ft. A new work for feven 6 and 
9 pounders begun in front of the 
barracks. — Hearing the rebels were 
making fire -rafts above the town, 
we get the boom acrofs, and veflels 
ready to be funk ; a fmall galley 
and the Germain to cover the boom, 
and occafionally to cover Yamaicraw 
fwamp on our right. Some houfes 
and barns on our flanks, judged too 
near, are burnt, unfortunately pro- 
perty of friends. 

22d. The enemy appear in force 
all along our front. — In readinefs to 
fight, but continue our works.— 
Boats and other craft of the enemy 
go up Auguftine Creek, probably 
with cannon and ftores. 
23d. As the day before, 
24th. The enemy had been har3 
at work the whole night ; ' and when 
the morning fog cleared off,. were 
difcovered to have pufhed a fap to 
within three hundred yards of our 
abbatis, to the left of the center,— 
At nine o'clock three companies oif 
light infantry (97 rank and file) 1 
were fent out under Major Graham' 
of the 1 6th, to give an opportunity 
of reconnoitring, and probably 
judging of the enemy's force, and to 
draw them expofed to our cannon. 
It had been once intended to fend 
tnc whole light infantry with Major 
Graham, and to fuftain with 150 of 
L the 
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£ic<jaets on the left, without efre&; 



]T6rk volunteers ; but Knowing the' 
ardent diijw/itieh of thefe troops, 
that though they are very eafily led 
into action, they ire by no means To 
tabc brought off; and that from 
ihipir probable obfllnacy; and the vi- 
cinity ,oF the French camp, which 
was difcovered to be very near, there 
was Teafon to apprehend an affair 
more general than we wiflied for 
might be brought oh ; it was judged 
fiifficiemt ,to> draw the remaining 
three light companies along the ab- 
l>atls\ and the Highlanders conceal- 
cd beTvibd the barracks, in cafe the 
enemy mould attempt to prefs in 
tie rear of Major Graham. The 
conduft of the Major and his little 
Cprps was Fpirited and proper, almoft 
above praxfe ; darning- out with 
amazing rapidity, he was in an in- 
fant ih tne enemy's nearefl: work, 



The enemy fire from two eighteen* 
founders eh batkette t which thfy 
are foon obliged to quit.— At nignt 
loo markfmen fprpad without -th* 
dbbatis to impede the enemy's work* 
men. 

16th. Works continued on both 
fides ; the enemy's, however, pot i«r 
advance, but on batteries, ftrength- 
ening their lines, and extending 
from towards their rear to their left, 
to communicate with works carried 
on by the rebels ; afterwards found 
to be a battery for nine mortars^ and 
another for four guiis. 

i7th. A little firing, and a great 
deal of work on lines to cover the- 
troops of the reierve From the ex- 
pec~ted cannonade. We begin to 
unroof the barracks. At night 
Major M* Arthur of the 71ft, with a 



which he kept poffemon of until two party of the picqaet, advanced and 

fblid columns at length werfc very " J *— -«-- *-* -* - - J 

near gaining his flanks, and till the 

whole French camp was ih motion. 

Be then ordered a' retreat, which, 

l)eing as rapid as the advance, left 

tie heads of the enemy's columns in 

an inftant expofed to the fire of our 

artillery, which galled them fevere- 

ly, and foon obliged them to retire 

behind their works. Our Iofs, 1 

fubaltern, % ferjeants, and 3 rank 

and file, killed ; \ 5 rank and fie, 

wounded : — That of the enemy, (as 

we have fince been well informed) 

14 officers, and 145 men killed and 

wounded, by much the greater part 

killed, and of their befl troops. 

■ 35th. A good deal of firing with 

cannon and cohoms, to interrupt 

the enemy's workmen, with effect. 

Another fortie propofed ; but the 

idea rejected ; having certainly hot 

men to fpare ; and it being our 

great objedt to gain time, and 

particularly to detain M. d'Eftaing 

as long as poffible from, perhaps, 

attempts of higher conference on 



fired into the enemy's works ; and, 
amufing them for ftraie little time; 
drew off. Three men wounded^ Hfr 
fet the French and Americans a 
firing upon each other. Their lofi 
acknowledged above fifty, . " 

28th. La Trinite, a French fri- 
gate, moved and anchored in' the 
North Channel. Strengthen the 
river battery, and add the eight*, 
inch howitfc. 

20th. The barracks levelled, the 
back wall to the ground, the front 
to a good parapet height from tht 
floor, converted into a very refpeclfc- 
$ble work in our center. 

30th, "' As urual. A Captain of 
Polafki's wounded and taken in th* 
night ; two of his men killed. ' 

Qfiober 1 ft. A new eight gnn bat- 
tery to the right of the Eaft Roa4 
redoubt. "' f * * 

* ' zd. The frigate and galleys can* 
nonade our left, without other e& 
feft than to point out where to make 
traverfes. Begin a new battery for 
fifteen guns to the left of the bar- 
: tacks. 
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tacks, and fe-engthen our works tq 
the left, where it u probable the 
French may aflault. 

3d. The fifteen gnu jittery he* 
gins to fire as the guns come on it. 
AU the ditches are deepened, parti ? 
calarly on the right and left- At 
midnight the enemy began to bom* 
bard from nine mortars of eight and 
ten inch j continue about two hours* 

4th* At day-light they open with 
nine mortar*, thirty -feven pieces 
Of cadnon from the land fide, and 
sixteen from the water. Conti- 
nue without intermilfion till eight 
o'clock, without other effect than 
killing a few helplefs women aruj 
children, and fome few negroes and 
fcorfea in the town and on the com T 
tton.— -rThe firing neferved from 
time, to time throagh the day. The 
Gorernor and kieutenant-gpvcrnof 
joined its in camp in the early parf 
of the cannonade: they remained 
with us till thefiege was raifed, mod 
chearfuily determined to fare as we 
aright in every reiped. 

fth. The enemy profccvtfe th<n> 
works to their lef? ; and we repair, 
lengthen, and add. 

6th. They throw .carcases injto 
town, and burn one wjoodea, hqujfc, 
At eleven o'ejoojt, font to Count 
#£fbring for ptrvaiffon \o fend *he 
women and children out of town on 
hoard of fhip«» and down tfye river; 
jmder the prote&ioe pf a French tiup 
of war, until the feuQnefs {h$ul4 be 
decided. A&0>/th*ee boots, and z 
great daaj «f intermediate qannea 
and JbtHs, received an Jfcfnlting an? 
fact ia refafa] from Heft. I^ncoln 
a*d d^ain^iconjwnjftfy (^0,4.) 
* 7tfa^fimArt.firing,Q^nfmue4* Su/y 
ttf w*rk aU night io repairing anfl 

jtehu As the preceding » l; .* 
: 9th. Aiitt)eb4&r^4ay-%ht,:an4 
*fer ahwy.^an^ a* ujfftal, ,in.fl*r 
cent) cannonade and bombai?4ix$ntj, 
ehe nsmmy attacjtwt oar lines, The 
*rinfiief»» ujoo .th* Jeffr ©f_ pjr 



center in front of the French, and 

very fa on after upon our left and 
ri^ht. It was ftiU dark* and render^ 
e«I rHU more fo by a very thick fog t . 
which nude k impoiHbte to deter- 
in ine on ike fuddrn, where the real 
attack was intended, or how many . 
No movement was therefore attempt- 
ed; but the troops coolly at their 
poih waited for the enemy. Thole 
in the lines in readinefs, agreeable 
ta orders, to charge them wherever 
they ihould attempt to penetrate ^ 
and whilft entangled with the ad* 
panned redoubt, which, with the 
iirc of the field Artillery, placed to 
fupport them, gave a good chance of 
putting the enemy into fome confu- 
fion, and a good profpeft of fucccfc, 
to the charge of our rcferve, taking 
them in that condition. The ground 
tovv;irds both our flanks, not with- v 
dan ding all a good engineer could 
do, was ft ill favourable to the rnemy. 
— On the right a fwampy hollow / 
brought him under cover to within 
fifty yards of our principal works ; 
on fome points LtiTl nearer/ On our 
left, though the approach was not (o 
well covered, nor to fuch an extent, 
yet there was a fufikient ; and the 
ground being firm and clcar^ it was 
that on which wc rather thought re- 
gular troops won Id chufe to act ; and 
here, therefore, we looked for ihc 
French, and the Americans only 00 
our right, A real attack was here 
intended ; however, the principal, 
cempofed of the Mower of the French 
and rebel armies, and led by 
d'E thing in perfon, with ell the 
principal officers of cither, was made 
upon our nght : under cover of thp 
hollow, they advanced in three co- 
lumns ; but haying taken a wider 
circuit than ,they needed, and gone 
deeper in the bog, they neither 
came fo early as intended, nor, I 
believe* entirely in the order* The 
attack, however, was very fpirned, 
and , for fomc time* obftinatety p^r- 
fevered in, particulaj !y on the Ebc- 
L x neiar 
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tiezar Road redoubt. Two ftand of 
colours were attually planted, and 
feveral of the aflailants killed upon 
the parapet ; but they met with fo 
determined a refiftanee, and the fire 
of three feamen batteries, and the 
field pieces, taking them -in almoft 
every direction, was fo fevere, that 
they were thrown into fome diforder, 
it leaft at a ftand ; and, at this moft 
critical moment, Major Glafier, of 
the 6oth, with the 6oth grenadiers, 
and the marines, advancing rapidly 
from the lines, charged (it may be 
faid) with' a degree of fury ; in an 
Shftant the ditches of the redoubt 
and a battery to its right in rear 
"were cleared. The grenadiers charg- 
ing headlong into them, and the 
enemy drove in confufion over the 
abbatis and into the fwamp. On 
£his occafion Captain Wickham, of 
^he 2d 6oth grenadiers, was greatly 
diftinguifhed. On the advance of 
the grenadiers, three companies of 
the zd 7 1 ft were ordered to fufhrin 
them ; but though thefe lay at no 
tdnfiderable diftance, and advanced 
"with the ufual ardour of that corps, 
•fo precipitate' was the retreat of the 
T*nemy, they could not clofe with 
^im. A confiderable body or co- 
lumn more to their left was repulfed 
^n every attempt to deploy out of 
'the hollow, . by the briflc and well- 
directed fire of a militia redoubt ; 
; iahd Hamilton's fmall corps of North 
Carolinians on its right moved there 
^Vrith a field piece to take them ob- 
"Kquejy : a failor battery, IHI1 more 
'to the rights toojc them in flank di- 
°K&}y. It was now day-light, but 
^hefog was not fufficiently cleared 
"off. to enable us to judge, with any 
^Itgreeof cerjtajnty, of the number 
3eY farther difpetfitions of theenemy 
"in "this quarter. On the left and to 
-the center the fog, with the addi- 
ction of the fmoke, was 1H1I impene- 
'trably clofe* ^ and a pretty fntart 
~3ixing* being dill kept up there, It 



ber of troops fufficient for a refpe£* 
able fortie, to take that advantage of 
the confufion of the enemy, which 
had we known all we have done 
fince, we might have done : we con* 
tented ourfelves with plying them 
with our cannon, advancing fome 
field pieces to Ihe abbatis, as long as 
they were in fight, or judged within 
reach. They foon every where re- 
tired ; thofe on the left were only 
heard, but not feen, from the clofe* 
nefs of the fog.— Lieutenant-colonel 
dePorbeck, of Weiflenbech's, being 
field officer of the day of the right 
wing, and being in the redoubt 
when the attack began, had an op- 
portunity, which he well improved, 
to fignalize himfelf in a moit gallant 
manner; and it is but juftice to 
mention to your Lordftup thofe 
troops who defended it. They were 
part of the South Carolina Royalifts, 
the light dragoons difmounted, and 
the battalion men of the 4th 6oth, 
in all about 100 men, commanded 
(by a fpecial order) by Capt. Taws, 
of the dragoons (Lieutenant 71ft) a 
good and gallant officer, and who 
nobly fell with his fword in the body 
of the third he had killed with his 
own hand. Our iofs, on this occa-i 
lion, 1 Captain, and 15 rank and 
file killed ; 1 Captain, 3 Subalterns* 
and 35 rank and file wounded t 
- That of the enemy we do not exag* 
gerate, when we fet in t in lulled 
and wounded, at 1000 to 1200." 
The French acknowledged 44 offi- 
cers, and about 700 men ; of the 
rebels, they not being fo ingenuous, 
we can fay lefs ; but the invariable' 
report of deferters and prisoners, 
(Gentlemen) fince exchanged, made 
their lofs above 400. Among th* 
wounded, were Count d'Bitairig, 
(in two places) M. de Fontange, 
'Major-general; Count Polaflti fince 
dead, and feveral others of dis- 
tinction. 
About ten o'clock a truce was tie* 



*wa»jtidged improper to draw a num.- "fired by the j enemy, aad&ave.t* 
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bury the dead, and c$rry off the 
wounded : — Granted for thofe who 
lay at a diftance, or out of, fight of 
our lines ; thofe within or near th$ 
abbatis we buried, No. 203 on the 
right, on the left 28 ; and delivered 
1 1 6 wounded prifoners, greateft part 
mortally. A good many were buri- 
ed by the enemy ; J many were felf- 
buried in the mud of the fwamp ; 
and ho doubt many were carried off. 
*— From this to the i8th nothing 
very material happened : a great 
deal of civility paffed mutually be- 
tween us and the French, and many 
apologies made for the refufal of 
feading the women and children out 
of town, laying the blame > (to ufe 
the words of an .officer of rank, 
Count O'Dnin) on the fcoundrel 
Lincoln, and the Americans, — The 
offer is now made with great earneft- 
nefs : — Mrs. Prevoft, her children, 
and company, to be received by the 
Chevalier du Remain, on board the 
Chimere : — To which was anfwered, 
That what had once been refufedj 
and with fome degree of infult, was 
not worth the acceptance. — The 
enemy we found were employed irt 
moving off . their cannon, mortars, 
&c. and in embarking their fick and 
wounded, of which they had ; a great, 
number.— Many deferters came in 
to us. — On the 18th, the fog clear- 
ing off about nine o'clock, we were 
not much furprited to find the ene- 
my had * moved off. — Patroles of 
^Jragoons were fent out, in every di- 
rection, to gam -intelligence ; but 
finding all the bridges broke down, 
thefe foon returned, unable^to pro- 
ceed to 'any diftance.— Others, both 
foot and horfe, were then fent, in a 
-kind of hope that fomething might 
he attempted on the rear of the ene- 
my; either French or Americans, 
but they were all out of our reach* 
~— The French embarked in Auguf- 
tine Creek ; the rebels God knows 
where ; * but fuppofed, from the 
route they had. taken,. to be at or 



near Zubley^s Ferry.— mil the 
country round about was properly 
reconnoitred, I did not think myfelf 
juftifiable, circumftanced as we were* 
in making any attempt that hadeverf 
the appearance of rife in it.— In thia 
opinion all the officers concurred. 

We had an exchange of prifoners 
with the French: — the ballance be* 
ing againllus one hnndred and forty* 
one foldiers or marines and teamen, 
we have given receipts, to be here- 
after accounted in this country or in 
Europe. 

I believe, my Lord, it is not very 
neceiTary I mould endeavour to fay 
much of the behaviour of his MajeU 
tv's troops during the late very fa- 
tiguing, if not, as it turned out vcrf 
dangerous fervice ; though even, in 
refpeft of danger, it muft be allowed 
that appearances at leaft were for- 
midable. The noble and fteady 
perfeverance manifefted by all ranksj 
in expofing themfelves to every 
fatigue and to every danger ; the 
chearful, yet determined fpirit with 
which they fet all the threats of the 
enemy at defiance ; and their firm . 
refolution of abiding, to the laft 
man, by every confequence of an 
obftinate defence, will, I hope, 
meet with the approbation of his 
Majefty, and do them honour with 
their country. — To mention in par- 
ticular all thofe, whether Britiih, 
Heflian, Provincial, or Militia, who 
either did, or ardently wiftied, to 
diilinguifh themfelves, would be, ia 
faft, to give your Lordfhip a lift of 
the whole. But I muft beg leave to. 
acknowledge the great obligation* 
we had to the very a&lve and zealous 
fervices of Captain Henry, of hi* 
Majefty's Ihip Fowey, Capt. Brown, 
of the Rofe, and their officers and 
feamen ; particularly Lieutenant* 
Lock and Crawford, in working the 
batteries, and in every other part of 
fervice where they could give their 
afliftance.— I would alfo wifh to 
mention Captain Moncrief, conv* 
mandinff 
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•adding Enjw^r; ,%*t. tfiacearfK 
4aitfiblc„ that all I can exprefc wiH 
611 gneaxly *hort of vfchat that gen* 
{kaaan Serves, not only on this, 
hot onfall other occafems, I mail 
only, in t&e, m^ft earneft manner* 
requeit yoar Lordfhip taking him 
into your protection and patronage, 
*o recommend him to bw Majefty a* 
a* ©fitter of Ibng fervice, and moll 
Angular rierit :-r»A4Tu*ing you, my 
Lard, from my own pafitive know* 
kdge, chat there i& not one. officer 
or toldier in this little army, capable 
•f Mefle&ing" or judging; who will 
not regard, as pcrfoaal to himfelf, 
any marktof royal favour graciously 
conferred thj*oagh your Lordihip on 
Captain Moncnef. We have been 
greatly obliged, to Major Frafer, of 
Vie 7 tit, a&mg Quarter-mailer Ge- 
neral, for his zealous and indefa* 
tigaMe induftry in landing and 
mounting apon the batteries the 
cannon, jlores, &c. And constantly 
Supplying all wants.** The extreme 
vigilance and attention of Captain 
Prevoft, ailing Adjutant-general* 
deserves to be known — Indeed the 
whole Engineers, and every other 
public department, were activity 
jtfelf. t 

For further particulars refpe&ing 
this, and every other part of the fei? 
vice,, I beg toreiecyour Lordfhip to 
papt.J>haw, my Aid-de-camp, who 
«dli have the honour to deliver this, 
and. who is not uninformed, as he 
Jus been prefent on every a&ve fer* 
*ke in this country* 
t ( No. J. ) 

TRANSLATI ON. 
. Count d'Eftaing fummona his Ex* 
cdlency General Prevoft to furren^ 
4er to the arms, of the King of 
Fiance. He apprises him, that he 
will be perfonally refponfible for all 
the events and misfortunes that may 
arife from a defence ; which, by thi 
fttptaiority of the force which attacks 
lorn, both by fea. and land, is ren- 
dered manifeitiy valid and of no 
fffeft. : 



* Heglw notice to. him* alib, thai 
nay refolutios he may venture to 
eome to, either before the attack, in 
the courfe of it, or at the raomtntof 
the aflault, of fetting fire to the 
fcipiwg or foaU craft belonging to 
the army, or to tie merchants in the 
river Savannah, as well as to aH the 
magartnes in the town, will be im- 
putable to him only. 
. l^hefituatwrnofHofpitialHiH, in 
the Guenadw, the Arength of thm 
three intrenchments, and ftone re- 
doubts which defend it, and the 
comparative difpofition of the troops 
before the town jaf Savannah, with 
the tingle detachment which carried 
&e Grenades by atfanlt, fhoaid be a 
Jeuon to futurity. Humanity oblige 
ed the Count d'Eftajng to rtcaH *fchi* 
event to his memory; naying fb 
done, he has nothing to reproach 
himfelf with. 

Lord Macartney had the good for* 
tune to efcape from the firft transport 
p/ troops who enter a town fwori 
in hand; but notwitbftandicg the 
moil valuable effects were depofited 
in a place, fuppofed by all the office** 
and engineers to be impregnable, 
pount d'Eftaing could, not have the 
happinefs of preventing their being 
pillaged. 
Qamp bzfort Savfmnmht iht 

*4th*fbpt. 1779. 

(Signed) D'EsTatwo* 

< No. II. J 
t!fipy tfa htter from Mmjctn§tnend 

Fr.1 VOST to tJ>* CoWtt d&ST JUST o* 

dattd Camp §mvmn**b $ $tpttmbm 

*6, 1779. 
Sir, ^ ... * 

; I am juft. now. honoured with ytmi 
Excellency's letter of this date, cos* 
taming a fnmmon for me to furmn* 
der this town to the arms of his Mo* 
jetty the King of France, whick i 
had juft delayed to anfwer, till I had 
{hewn it to the King's Civil Go* 
verndr. 

I hope your Excellency will -Inn* 

a abetter opinion of, me, ami of fin* 

tilh troops, than to think either will 

furrendei 
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tftit *ky fpecifcc term?. 

If you, Sir, have any to propofe, 
that may with honoar be accepted of 
by me, you can mention them, both 
with regard to civil and military, 
ind I will Aen give ihy aafwer : in 
the mean time I will promife upon 
my honour, that nothing, with my 
knowledge Or content, ihall be de- 
ftroyed in either this town or river, 
I have the honour to be, &c* 
(Signed) A. Prevost, 

His Excellent^ Count D'Ejlding, 

commanding the Freticb forces t 

&c. 

(No. III. ) 
t TR ANSLATIQN, 
Ctwtp hefort 8mnMt*nab f September 
16, 1779. 
Sir, 
'- 1 .have juft received your Excel- 
lency's anfwer to the letter I had the 
honour ef writing to you this morn- 
ing. Your are fenfible that it Is the 
part of the befieged to propoie fuch 
terms as they may defire ; and you 
Cannot doubt of the fatisfaclion I 
fhafl have, in confenting to thofe 
which I can -accept confidently with 
my duty. 

* I am informed, that you continue 
intrenching yourfelf. It is a matter 
of very little importance to me ; 
however, for form fake, I muft de- 
Are that you will deftd during our 
conference together. 

The different columns, which I had 
ordered to flop, will continue their 
march* but without . approaching 
your pofts, or reconnoitring your 
Situation. 
- £ have the honour to be, , 

with r*$e£fc, Sir, 
Your Excellency's moA humble, 
and moft obedient fervant, 
(Signed) D'Estaing^ 

His Bxtellcitcj General Prevcft 
Major-general in' the fer*vico 
of his brk&nnick Majejty, and 
Cnmmmndtr in Chief at &8- 

• ydnnab, in Georgia. 



■ P. S« I apprize ycwr^ExtelfectJ 
that I have not been able to refufe 
the army of the Unked States unit* 
iag itfeif wjth thax of the King. ' * 
The junction will probably be eft 
ft&ed&h day. if I have n« an an- 
fwer, therefore, immediately, yai 
sank confer rn future with General 
Lincoln and me. ; 

(No-iyO ."',".; 

Copy of a letter from Majot-genevsi 
Prevost to the Count d'E$TAiXm 
dated Sept ember 16, 1779* r 

Sir, ■•-> 

I am honoured with your Excel* 
kney's letter in reply to mine of thi» 
day. * ■ ; 

The bnfinefs we have in hand be* 
ing of importance, there being va- 
rious interefU to dHcufs, a juft tim» 
is abfolutely neceffary to deliberate! 
I am therefore to propofe, that * 
fufpenfion of hostilities mall takft 
place for 24 hours from this date % 
and to requeft that your Excellency 
Will diredt your column* to fall back 
to a greater diftaace, and out of 
fight of our works, or I ihall think 
myfelf under a neceffity to direct 
their being fired upon. If they did 
not reconnoitre any thing this after- 
noon, they were fnr« within th* 
drftance. 

I am* fcc 
(Signed) « A Putvosr. 

His Excellency Count D 7 £f*rn£, 
Or.' fcfr. tit. ' 

( No. V. ) 

TRANSLA TIO N. 
Camp before Savannah, Sept* i6y 

1779, 
S m, . 
I confent to the truce you afk. 
It ihall continue till the fighal for 
retreat to-morrow night the 17th, 
which will ferve alfo to announce 
the recommencement of hoftilities. 
It is unneceiTary to obferve to your 
Excellency, that this fufpenfion of 
arms is entirely in your favour, fince 

I cannot 
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Ictnnot be certain that 70a will not 
make ttfe of it to fortify yourfelf; 
at the fame time that the propor- 
tions you fhall make may be inad- 
ni&ble. 

I muft obferve to yoo alfo, how 
important it is that you mould be 
fully aware of your own fituation, 
as well as that of the troops under 
your command. Be allured that I 
am thoroughly acquainted with it. 
Your knowledge of military affairs 
will not fuffer you to be ignorant, 
that a due examination of that cir- 
cumftance always precedes the march 
of the columns ; and that this pre- 
liminary is not carried into execu- 
tion by a mere mew of troops. 

I have ordered them to withdraw 
before night comes on, to prevent 
any caufe of complaint on your 
part. I underftand that my civility 
in this refpeft has been the occaiion 
that the Chevalier de Cambis, a 
Lieutenant in the navy, has been 
made prifoner of war, 

1 propofe fending out fome fmall 
advanced pofts to-morrow morning ; 
they will place themfelves in fuch a 
fituation as to have in view the four 
entrances into the wood, in order to 
prevent a fimilar miftake in future. 
I do not know whether two columns 
commanded by the Vifcount de 
Noailles and the Count de Dillon 
have (hewn too much ardour, or 
whether your cahnoniers have not 
paid a proper refpeft to the truce 
JubfifBng between us ; but this I 
know, that what has happened this 
night k a frefh proof that matters 
will foon come to a decifion between 
us one way or another. 

I have the honour to be, 

With refpeft Sec. 
(Signed) Estaing. 

His Excellency General Fre*voft> Ma- 
jor-general in the fcrviee of bis 
Britannic Majtfty> and Comman- 
der in Chief at Savannah, in 
Georgia 1 * 



( No. VI. ) 

Copy of a Utter from Major' General 

, Prevost to Count d'EsTAiNc, 

dated Savannah, September \]g 

1779* 

Sir, 
In anfwer to the letter of your 
Excellency, which I had the honour 
to receive about twelve laft night* 
I am to acquaint you, that having 
laid the whole correspondence be- 
fore the King's Civil Governor, and 
the military officers of rank, aflem- 
bled in council of war, the unani- 
mous determination has been, that 
though we cannot look upon our pofts 
as abfolutely inexpugnable, yet that 
it may and ought to be defended ; 
therefore the evening-gun, to be fir j 
ed this evening an hour before fun- 
down, fhall be the fignal for recom- 
mencing hostilities agreeable to your 
Excellency's propofal. 

I have the honour to be, 

(Signed) A. Prevost. 

His Excellency Count d y Ejlaing f 

( No. VII. ) 

Copy of a letter from Count 

</'Estaing and Gen. L-incolh 

to Major-General Prevost, dattd 

Camp before Savannah, OUober 6, 

'779- 
Sir, 

We are perfuaded that your Ex- 
cellency knows all that your duty, 
prefcribes :— -perhaps your zeal has 
already interfered with your judg- 
ment. The Count d'Eftaing, in 
his own name, notified to you, that 
you would be perfonally and alone 
refponfible for the confequences of 
your obftinacv. The time which 
you informed him, in the commence- 
ment of the fiege, would be necef- 
fary for the arrangement of articles, 
including the different orders of men 
in your town, had no other object 
than that of receiving fuccour. Such 
conduit, Sit, is fufficient to forbid 
every intercourse between us which 

nu£ht 
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flight occafian the tariff lofr of time. 
Bifida* in the prefent application* 
latent reafons may again exUL^-* 
There art military one*, which in 
frequent inibnces have prevented the 
indnlgefece yoa requeft. It it with 
regret we yield to the aafterity of 
*ur fenclions ; and we deplore the 
fate m£ tkofe peribns who will be the 
vUHnu of your eonduft,. antLthe dt • 
lotion which appears to prevail in 
your mind. 

We are with xe<pe&, Arc. Arc* 
(Signed) B. Lixcolm. 

( No. VIII. ) ; 
ra^yosT ti Oil/ /^siTaikg, 

*779* 

£;a, 
I ani perfuaded your Excellency 
jvtH 49 me juftice ; aijd that in de- 
fending this, place and die army com- 
mitted to my charge, I fulfil what 
is due to honour and duty to my 
prince. Sentiments of a ^erent kind 
cccafion the liberty of now a4dreJBn^ 
myfelfteyour E^cellewy: they ajp 
thiie of humanity, fhe houfes of 
Savannah are occupied folely by wo^ 
men and children. Several of them 
Jiaye applied to me, that I might 
j-eqaejfc the favour you would allow 
tfcem to embark on board a ftupp/ 
ifmps> and £0 down the river under 
the protec^on of yours, until this 
bufinefs is decided. If this requ&- 
;tion y^u are fo good to grant, my 
wife and chiG^en, with a few fer- 
Vants. (hall be the £>£ topipfijtfy 
the indulgence. 

" % I have Ae honour to he, £c. 
(Signed) A, Pasvosr. 

'. (No. IX. ) 
ki$*ru tf tbi <a/uahhs of tht dif- 
UrtflM c*rps during tbefitgt. 
*6th Regiment, a rank and file 
4eferted, 

$othR*g. 4 rankand file killed; I 
4eweaat, 2 rank and file wounded; 
• j^osjeants, e rank and iile deferted. 
Vol. IX. 



ill Battalion ?lf. a lieutenants, 
t ferjeant, 6 rank and file killed V 17 
rank and file wounded ; 1 aank tan. 
file miffing; t rank and lie defaued. 
adlataiipn;!*. i^wk«dlfc 
killed ; 1 lieutenant, 4 rank ami 
fije wounded; 3 tank and fi}e de- 
ferted. 

Tnunhach. 4 rank and file 
wounded. 

Weffisnkach. 5 rank and fife kill. 
«d; 1 drummer, 2 rank anjpfilt 
wow y l e d ; 2 rank and file deA^ted! 
New York Volunteers, t ferieane 
lolled ; 1 ferjeant, 2 rank and file 
wounded j 1 drummer mining j t 
rank and nk defected. 

ill Battalion do Lancy. % rank 
and file killed ; 3 rank and lie 
wounded ; 1 feqeant, 7 rank and 
file deserted. 

2d fiattatien de Lancy. 1 eafifn 
killed; 1 drommer, 1 rank and file 
mining; j drummer, a rank and file 
-defeased. 

3d Battalion SkianerN* t ftr- 
jeont KDled ; 1 captain wounded ; t 
drummer, 1 rank and file defoteaV 
&uaY€af&fra Itoyalifb. 4 rank 
-and file kgl**; 1 captain woandei 
North Garohna Vomnteeri. \ 
rank and file deferted. 

King's Rangers. 1 tank and file 
killed; iVantf nod file wonmUd j 5 
rank and Jle deferted. 

Georgia Lqyafi&s. 1 captain, t 
Jerjeant, 2 rank and file fctfkd ; 2 
ieijeauts " rank and file defened. 

Marine*. 2 rank and file idlkd ; 
1$ d£eto wounded. 

Aoyal Ajtiltoty. a rank and filt 
nfounded. 

Seamen, s rank and file kStede 
9 rank and file wounded* 
- Georgia Militia. 3 rank and file 
killed; 1 lieutenant, wounded. 
Total. 1 captain, a lieutenants. 

1 enfign, 4 ferjeants, 32 rank ana 
irk killed. 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 

2 ferjeants* 1 drummer, 56 rank ani 
file wounded. 2 drnmmera, a rank 
and file mining* 3 ferjeantt, s 
drummers, 41 r£%k and file deferted* 
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Karnes of Offiters VtHed. 
v Lieutenant Henry M'Pherfon, ift 
battalion 71ft, 24th of September. 

Lieutenant Taws of ditto, and 
4?apt'aih-lieutenant of dragoons, 9th 
OfOdoben . , 

. Captain Simpfon, Georgia Loy- 
alists, 8th of Oclober. 



Savannah. But, my lArd, ama£* 
ing a* this, it is certainly fa^, for 
on the 3d of September art account 
came to Savannah that £*£ 'large 
fliips were in the offing, and the 
next morning advice* came that they 
were French mips, and I concluded 
that they had been drove here by 



^En£gn PolIartL ad battalion de di&refs. However on the 7th, alet- 
Lancy's, 4th of ditto. ter was wrote by Captain Henrys 



jfom&vf Officers wottendtd. 
- Captain Cozens, 3d battalion 
Jerfey volunteers, 24th of Septem- 
ber. • • ^ 
< Lieutenant Smallet Campbel, zd 
fcattalion 71ft, and Lieutenant of 
dragoons* 9th of October. 
' Captain Heriry, of South Caro- 
lina royaliib, 9th of October. 
(Signed) A. P*Evoaf , M. G; 
Camp, Savannah, 0£* 18, 1779* 
A imam ofMafiert\ Mates* and men 
of the tron/partS) nubo mere at the 
v inttefies during tbt fits*. 

Matters .—John Wilfon, Archi- 
.bdd M'Cardy, Joh* Higgins, Ar- 
thur Ryburn, Chrifopher Watfon, 
John Tate. 

Mates, — James M 'Donald, — 
Steele* John Chapman, James Ry- 

i>um» * * \u. 1 Coward, Har- 

riilbn. 

oj jeainen. 
ExtraS of a lattr from Sir James 
Wright, .Bart* Governor of tbt 
1 Frownee- of Georgia, u Lord 
Geouge Germain, dated Sa- 
ntannabt Nwtmher 5, J779, re- 
teiwdby Capiat* Sh aw. 
Since I had the honour i£ writing 
to your Lordihip laft by the Cork 
victuallers, we have met with a very 
unexpected, alarming, and -ferimis 
fcene, efpecially in,. this part of the 
world; for no man could have 
thought or believed that a French 
fleet of 22 fail of the Kne, with at 
leail 9 frigates, and a number of 
other veiTels, would have come on 
the coaft of Georgia in the month 
of September, and landed from 4 to 
5000 troops to befie^e the town of 



Commander . of "his Maje&y s flap 
Fowey, that, forty-two fail of French 
flup* appeared off Tybec-bar ; and, 
on the 8th, fat of them, very large 
mips, came in over the bar, on 
which the , Fowey and Rofe fhips of 
war were obliged to retreat, and 
come up the river ; and on the 12th 
feveral of die French' fleet went in 
at OffabaW, and at night began to 
land their troops at Bewlie \ and on 
the 15th the Count d'Eftaing fent a 
fuinmons to General Preyoft to fur- 
render the town and province to the 
King of France ; on which fome 
meftages arid letters paffed ; and on 
the 17th the truce ended in declar- 
ing, that it was the unanimous opi- 
nion and refolution of the civil and 
.military, that the town mould' be 
defended. This, my Lord, made 
me very happy; the particulars of 
the negotiation your Lordihip will 
receive from General Prevoft, and 
from this time hoftilities began, and 
both fides were very active in raifing 
redoubts and batteries, and opening 
trenches, &c. And now, my Lord, 
give me leave to mention the great 
ability and exertions of Captain 
Moncrief, tnc chief engineer, who 
was indefatigable day and. night, 
and .whofe eminent fervices con- 
tributed to our defence and fa/ety* 
And on the 3d of October, atiialf 
after eleven; zt nigKt,. the French 
began to bombard the town ;^y*n4, 
at the firing of the morning-gun on 
Monday, the 4th, .they.begaa* i»oft 
furious cannonade, which continued 
?nbre or kis till Saturday the 9th, 
when juft before break of day a* 
: -\: . , ... attaqk 
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attack was mtfcfc by tic United ar- 
mies of the French and rebels ; and 
we haveit from very good authority 
that the flower of both armies, to the 
amount of 2500 French and 1500 
rebels, came againft us : the conflict 
was fharp, and lafted for about an 
hour and an half; and we were well 
informed by French officers who 
were wounded and taken, and alio 
hy fomc who came with flags, and 
by deferters and others, that they 
loft 700 killed and wounded ; and 
fome accounts mention 1000, a- 
mongft which are 6$ officers— 
d'Eitaing wounded in the thigh and 
arm, Polaflti on the hip with grape 
ihot, and fince dead ; and the rebels, 
it is faid, had killed and wounded 
500 : aftonHhing to think — we had 
only 7 killed ana 14 wounded. And 
I have it, my Lord, from feveral 
perfons, who faw the condition of 
the French fleet when they were 
ready to depart from our coaft, that 



the mips' were much out of repair, * 
and the men exceedingly flckly. - 

1 1 

Obferwutont on tbe Memoir* JuJHfi* 
catif of thd Court of London, ty~ 
Pierre Avcustin Caron dk 
Bbaumarchais, Armoteur, and 
Citixen of France, dedicated to bit 
country*. 
Facit indignatio *uerfum*~]vv % Sat. I. » 
At London, at Philadelphia, and to * 

be found every where. 1779. 
Firfi motive for writing theft oi* 
ftrvationn 
If an' individual may be allowed 
to prefame for a moment to inter* 
meddle in the difputes of Sovereigns, 
it is when called upon by themfelvea • 
to pafs judgment on the Memoir** 
Juftificaiifi, addrefled to that pub* 
lie, of which he forms a part, he 
there fees himfelf perfonally quoted 
inmatters of fadt, which are pervert- 
ed into reproaches of perfidy againft 
the enemies of the refpeftive Sove- 
reigns 5 



* The {Cing being informed that a printed paper had been circulated in 
public, entitled, " Qbfervauotis on the Juftifying Memorial of the Court; 
of London, by Peter Auguftiue Caron de BeauiqarcJiais ;" his Majefty has 
remarked therein with furprize, heiides feveral bold aflertions, and ven* - 
turefome qualifications, that the author has eftabliihed a* a facl, that there. ? 
exifts in. the treaty of Paris of 1763, a ftipulation, either public or fecret, 
that limits the number of fhips that France may keep up. That allegation . 
being entirely contrary to truth, and contradicted, as well by the treaty, 
which contains no fecret article, as by the ; acts which preceded and followed ' 
it, his Majefty thought he coujd not fufler fo falfe.and abfurd an afferuon -> 
to fubfiit. 

• Considering moreover, that that piece has been pubUQied and fpread, in ♦ 
contravention to the regulations refpa&ing books, ," ' - t4 

His Majefty being prefeat in his Council, with the advice of the Keeper* 
of the Seals, has ordered, and orders, that the faid print having fc* title, * 
Qbfervationt +n tbe Jvfiifymg Memorial of the Court of London,, ty Peter 
Angmftine Carom de Btatmarcbaui be, and fhail retrain fuppcefled. His 
Majefty ha*> and does exprefsly forbid all book|eHers, printers, hawkers* 
and others, to print, vend, hawk, or difperie the faid paper. Enjoins all 
thofe who have any copies of it, tp bring them within fifteen days at 
fartheftto the Regiftry of the Council, there fo bet fu^pntflTedi his Majefty , 
further: ordains, that the prefent arret mail be nrinted; published, ana, 
fixed up wherever itifcaU be needful ; enjoins the;Sjeur Lieutenant-general; 
of the Police at Paris, to fee the pre/ent arret put in execution. Done in 
the King's Council pf State, his Mtpty. ^^S P«ft»t. held at VerfaiUcs 
fae 19th of December, *?a> ^^ r^^ 

1 ' op ^ itSigpcd) Amblot, 
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f^iut Dirt which memorials treat* 
ed with a little more freedom, ierye 
of themfelves to juAafy-the power, 
whole conduct is arraigned, and to 
render to every one that juitice to 
which he is entitled* 

Stand m§th>e* 

If it be an eftabltlhed cummi 
amongft Kings, to fupport at each 
other's Courts, at a vaA expenec, 
ofteatatioas inquifitors (fpies) whofe 
true merit conhfts as much in throw- 
ing light on- what paflei in die coun- 
try where theyreAde> as in propa- 
gating, without fcrapfe, the falftft 
ideas of events whenever that falfe- 
hpod may contribute to tfcs interefts 
of their auguft employers ; no man 
hitherto, at leaft, has feen a pompous 
Ambafladbr at any Court, pum the 
hypoatff, arxftngfrom his furcation, 
f<fc fas\ as to iolpofe even upon his 
own country, in his minSfterial dif- 
ptiuchest with the view of taerea£ng 
the mifuwierftanding between im- % 
tions^ or of confirming his cpvn con- 
M eney, and by that means paving 
the wa^ for hife adva*de***t in fee 
State. 

T h«> however, is the WWftm on 
naturally anting from Aft ps*ftht 
eJtaiamfcftftn of th% ftmnM JMt 
rtftftfttrig the tir*de fcetweeft France 
and America, mentioned in the 
Mtikotr* JvjtijkAtift Of cfce Xing of 
England, on the ralft reprefen- 
tattoos of ZW &**»**, whofe 
name I have no fcruple to ofe on 
tkfe oceafloa, becaaft fct appears 
himfelf to invite me to it, by making 
my nam*, a*«Vthe atmamofets I fit- 
ted out, ftbftrvfefat to Ml genets! 
accusations of jM^r againft France, 

Were it a part of my plan to 
inveftigafe to the bottom die ori- 
gtn Of the tqaeftion which occafiont 
at thfc mtfftent a dMetei** between 
the two Courts* I fcoutd be at 
rte iofs to tftablim, b* ^aitical* 
ftfts which relate to jnyWf* that 
rtot only oar Mini*** hit* 4h*WA 
**»* rcspeft tbea tfce? <*** t* 



England, and to the nature of their 
aftual connection*, but that their 
complaifante for the Qourt of Lon* 
don kept them very far even from 
the moderate alTertion of thof* 
rights, which are not difpoted i* 
the case of any indifferent, neutral 
power. It is by national fa&s» well 
known to all Europe, that 1 mould 
deflroy that reproach of ftrfiJy fo r 
frequently applied to the tonducl: of 
France, Lei the Mtmtirc Jitftif***/* 
ahd I mould retort fo vi&orioa% 
upon the authors of that alpernoo, 
that no room ihould be left to doat»fc r 
the truth Of my aflertion*. 

In fad, then, what is that ftttio* 
which pretends at this day to folly 
our character with the fufpkton of 
fbrfi4y% by claiming of us, with Jo 
much aaurance* both the honour 
ahd the faith of treaties } Is it not 
that very Eaglifh nation, unjuft to u* 
by fyftem, and whole morality with , 



refpe&to es has been always < 

prifed in this maxim, a thoafanA 
times applauded in London, when 
expreflcd by their great jpetitician 
Chatham: If 'ivr jtould atttmpt to £» 
j*ft 4*»*rdt mm* **4 Sfiim *** 
Jb*ddlBmW Ho Utttb /# r*/*v. fo 
wtwitm tbm y #r H gtf t* <war ivitsk , 
tbM, h omr 6*ty t*k, wmiiki baft rf- 
all our fuctefs t 

Is net this the very fane people 
whofe outrage* and ufurfwrthmi havO 
been bouofded only by their powers ^ 
who have always gone to war whi- 
ns without declaring h , who, after 
having in 1754 a&flmatfed Mr. do 
Jumonvilfe, a French dfcer, in the 
mktt of \ meeting aftfeMed in Ca* 
nada, to efmbii& a convention of 
poaee, and to ix bowdarks 5 wit*^ . 
ott any appttent objea, \*%s* ih*. 
war of 1-75-5, D y<** one«pe«e*«af* 
tore of 5t» of otor lhi^s^ iw AsM 
toesjee,^ndcoRctttdedft in 1765, by 
ttii Oioft arbitrary treaty* ftn* «ko 
moil ihtoferatte abttfe of tfeo* \ 
v^tttagtt whkh ftrMio hod 
theaaov<rosinlhot! 
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& k uft that tfepug nation* 
by whom the raoft facred and fa* 
toon peace is considered only as a 
tree* framed to her weaknefs, and 
ffdm which ike always departs by 
the noil aUooious afts of heftility f 
Who, in the ytar 1774, alldwed her 
Governor of Senegal, Mr. Macna* 
mai^ to carry off a French fhip be- 
longing to Naata* which has never 
beta #t&«r*d; Who, in the year 
lff6, after having outraged us in 
eyer?;&ap* in India, infuited on the 
Gstngea three trench fhi$a* La Saint* 
Ante* La Catherine, and VI0e de 
Frtncn> and fired vpwt them* at the 
ne£a£e of Cakatta* topped them in 
their feHttfe* killed of. wounded our 
faitor*, and, crowning the atrociouf* 
neA of tat a&km with derifiot, fent 
tfcse* lllrgeons immediate!? 10 drefs 
their wounded / An ontiage, jfer 
wtikfe &U the merchant* ef India* 
enraged, and intimidated, have i>* 
c*ffiw% dea*nd*d juftce and ven* 
geance from the King of France* 

fefene* likewise this {atfte nathsn, 
wW fteidy to he* fyfiehw had dye* 
crdersi *year beft*e the breaking 
ofct frf J»fliiities» lo attach as we* 
peefM*ed in India* and to drive as 
from all our poflefiieas, as k is in* 
contcAioiy proved by the daae of 
their inveftmesU of Pondkherry In 
iq$8 ; and. *fho, immoveable in her 
arrogance, doei not Wulh coolly to 
advance even at this day, by her af- 
feefed Meartriaiifts, " that it u be* 
n*mb tb* Jifnhj of btr Kimg t* r*« 
sewVrtifeftr, or «/«**/ that art pmfif* 

C if it was not ectaewiedted, thai 
every qnarrej, the whole of the 
injury as entirely with the original 
agsrefler ? 

Ts it not that nation always pro* 
voking aei&hae£ who* even daring 
th* tame of peace, arafcgeting to 
herself the privileges of a general 
6iiioa*»boafe» and the right of visit* 
jng aU Ibtpropon the ocean, divtrt- 
odMrsW with snaking oyperimpnti 
fifcvoor patience, by flopping, intuit- 
ing* and l^rraffing all oar merchant 



Dipt in the fight even df mat *m 
yOafts ? 

Is it not a fcaman of that nation* 
who is defcribed by Captain Mor- 
cheguais, of Bourdeanx, as having 
flopped him in March, 1^77, at 139 
leagues from the coaft of France, 
who fired' at him eight (hot, flopped 
his conffe, and, after having lent 
four men and a mate on board, to ex* 
amine his pauports, and proved thejr 
were exafc, yet had he the mortifica- 
tion to foe ten rafcals ftnt on board 
him, his bales of goods borft open, 
his whole <hip ranfacked, himfeJT 
pillaged, made prifoner, and kept 
with fi* others on board the EngUfit 
fhip, as long as they thought proper, 
to make him fwallew the poifon of 
infuh, and fnbrtit to the grotfesl 
outrages? 

Was it not alfo by Eogliih cap- 
tains, that, in this fame time of 
peace, many Boardeaot mips, a* 
mongft others, the MeOlan and the 
Nancy were faaed On their depar- 
ture from the Cape, and their crewa 
moil ihamefuliy treated, although 
they wera-deftiatd for France, and 
did not contain any warlike ftores f 
That a Captain Morin was flopped 
at Preacher's Point, off Martinique^ 
and fent to Dominica, notwithfland- 
ing the regular Clearances for Cape 
Francois and St> Pierre de Miquelon, 
The regiitets of our Admiralty are 
filled with funilar complaints and 
declarations made in 17^6 an^ *777* 
againft the Englilh, that people fa 
rigid and jnft in their piw^ed^ngs, 
who now take Upon themfelveji Ut 
acenfe as of ptrjfafy / / 

They took from as oar fliips then^. 
even in the anchorage of oar ifland** 
They chafed their enemies quit* 
upon our coafts, and cannonaded, 
them io nea4, that their ihot fell 
upon the land ; and they made no 
fcmpleofanfwtring by whole broads 
fides, the reeeefontation made by the 
Captains of oar frigates, of the in* 
decency of their proceedings. Wit- 
&ejs the Chevalier de Boiffier, who, 

enable 
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«tt&e * fcnwefs his indignation, 
thought hunielf called upon to chaf- 1 
tiaethk mfotence, near the lfle a 
Vache, by disabling, by a hot fire, 
an Englifh frigate, and obliging her 
to retreat, in a fluttered condition 
"to Jamaica. 

They fired upon flnps after they 
fad entered the ports of France ; 
witnefs the ntochant fhip infalted in 
thepier of Dunkirk, by fcveral can- 
bob flsot, and compelled to qnk it 
at aH hazards, to he vifited by an 
Eng&fti advice-boat, which impu- 
dently kept her in the road for that 
farpoie* 

Did they not carry their violence 
even to the attempt at burning the 
f Ameiican dipping m ear very ba- 
fima* A ftu*ed infuk at Cher- 
burg, and which could not be at- 
tributed to the error of any indivi- 
dual, becaufe it was a King's cutter, 
the Captain in ha* uniform* and fent 
from Jerfey by the express order of 
the Court, with the promife of 30c* 
Sesneas, if he carried his intuiting 
jtejet\ into execution. 

Thtfe and a thoufand other fimi- 
hd comptamts, were carried in from 
all e^eartersto the French Miniiters, 
who being able, as perhaps they 
ought to have done, to raife a gene- 
ral clamour againft England, for 
the cosnmiifton of fuck irregularities, 
kad neverthelefs the moderation to 
coirfne their representations to the 
jRngrrfh Mintfters, whofe anfwers, 
ate often full of derifton as the con- 
duct of their ftamen was offenfive, 
contained fubftantially no more than, 
that ** either W were iH-infortned t 
or tie Captains eomflaimd of were 
Jrw*h f or that it was Jbm* mi/under- 
fiawiingt or even that they tuere the 
trait or out Amtricans* under Enflifo 
eoiexrt" Never was there any 
other reafbn ; ftitt lefs was there a 
pretence of juftice j and this, for- 
iooth, is the confeientious neigh- 
bour, the candid friend, the mo* 



derate *nd eqoftable people, wnovrer 
now acc«fin£ us of perfidy. 

To whom then does the writer of 
the Memoir* Juflificatif pretend 'to 
afcribe the alteration of affairs in i 
Europe I ' h it to divert the attention 
of the Englijh from the uVswt and 
fiufid €tndu& of their own Mmijhy* 
that he has employed hh pen in the 
condemnation of ours ? In- accuJti*£ 
our Miniiters 0/ having deceived dft* 
French nation and then* King, doe? j 
he think to ftifle the cries of the 
Englifh people; who make tbe&Wfe*' 
ring with tWe tremendous words * 
** reftore to- lis Amoriosv ~ *att the* 
Wood of our brethren; <reftore ush 
our trade and die millions whkbj&e' 
fwallowed up in this abominable 
war. It is not the JerfiJh <f o*r> 
rival* , which has produced ail their 
Iefles and^ misfortunes, it iryour** 
Alas ! what 'mare have the French 
Miniftershad, in faft, in p*od*cing> • 
the independence of America— yot* 
have done it. '.:.<-. - \ 

When Fiance, at the lalt peace, 
put England m poMon of tana- 
da; when, *- long time after chat* 
epoch, the ctafrftghted Mr. Pitt had 
foretold, •« Thmt if the Jmerkf**, 
<uoert allowed Jo make a Jf*gle harfh* 
Jhoe, they <womldfeo* break the bahJs 
of thsir •hedtetee ;*' when the fame 1 . 
Lord Chatham ftill further, in the 
year. 1762, predi&ed, ** thai r*>- 
eejion-of Canada hy Franer, mfamiaV 
oeeafion the lofs of AmerieM id £*£~ < 
iand;" when the jealoufies ente** 
tained by all the colonies, rcfpe&urg* 
the privileges granted to ' that nets* 
poneulon, and their anxiety on the- 
eftablilhment of an abiblute moj»ar* -. 
chy, which feemed to threaten their^ 
liberty, gave rife to popular mur- 
murs and disturbances ; when ex- 
adions, and bad treatment, made^. 
the alarm be founded through Amev- 
rica, and drove them to throw off' 
the harm, intolerable yoke, of £ng«. 
land, by cs)ugracling the meantW 

■■.*,'. t ., ■ - * • . t_ •■ 
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•f that bttenfirfc wo& raw* pt to <he_ 
limits of their Continent ; t did France 
interfere, or any account, in the 
motivei of that rupture? • Dii her 
farinr or perfidy t influence the 
EagHfli Mimfters, ■ or. make them 
blind to the events and natural con- 
feqneaces, off hat tremendous report 
which they affccY to defpift I The 
ire of >difcontcnt lay brooding 
through every part of America. 
Bat when at the moment . of the 
Ad, in 1766, the blaze 



tftoTtmente wKch* apprized tie ant* 
verfe, tfeat tb$ kmr if Amricm at 



Ungth xvas <*me\ whtfft the Ewrfijk 



Minifiere, like the DutfOli*mrm % (o 
well icoown by the infidious acooaajt 
he gave to his King Philip, of the 
.revolt of the Duke of Bragaaaa, de- 
.ceived their King G E a c e , and per- 
fidiwjy lolled him to Jleef, with dm 
abfurd hope of conquering America? 
Did the intrigue or the f*rfify of 
France dired the vigorous efforts of 
a people rufhing forwards to a ita&e 
lighted at Boftoii ipread itfelf - jtiJiberty, hi confeqaenoe tftyrammy* 
throughout all the towns of the When the Englifh ffiips were 4eat 
North ; when the bloody uproar of back with fuch contempt tb Europe* 
that town animated the inhabitants — — *' *>—- * L — - L - -" n 
to demand, in a high tone, the re- 
call of the Governor and Lieutenant- 



governor of Maflachufetts Bay, 
j»hcn the affair of the Hoop at 
Rhode Ifland obliged the Eaglim to 
recall thofe two officers, and to re- 
peal that imprudent Aft, the Stamp 
Aft. Had the intrigue or perfidy of 
France at that time the fmalleft in- 
fluence in the events, which laid the 
foundation of the emancipation of the 
colonies, aa event, to which the Eng- 
HihMini&ry, with difficulty, at length 
condefcendfed to open their eyes ? 

Soon after, the fatal tax on tea, 
the referring aU canfes of confe- 
rence to London, the appointment 
of Admiralty judges named by the 
Court, and a variety of other at- 
tempts againft fhe liberties of the 
colonies, obliged all the colonics to 
take up arms, and to form that il- 
Itmrious body, which has iince be- 
come {q fatal to the English in 
Europe, Tbe Cevgrefi ef ' Philadel- 
phia. Was this grofs imprudence 
too, this blind folly on the part of 
die Cabinet at St. James's ? Were 
they imputable to the $ ntrigue and 
the perfidy of our Mimftry, or to 
the force of gold I did we excite, the 
infurredlion of the young men, and 
the hoftiiities of General- Gage, at 
Bofton, the prohibition of tea in all 
the colonies, and all thofe great 



was it France then who inflamed 
the Englim obuinacy to fend thean 
back to America, and infpire the 
perfevering obflinacy of the Ameri- 
cans to refufe them, and to bunt 
their cargoes i 

And when the open rupture be- - 
tween the two nations and their mu- 
tual armamen^ the fliameful affak 
of Lexington and that of Bunker**- 
hill* and the bafenefs of the Englim, ' 
in arming the Jlavee agaiajt their 
mafiers ,in Virginia, and the &U 
greater enormity of teunitrfeuimg tip 
paper money* in order to deJbpv its 
credit ; a fpecjes of poiibn unknown 
to former times, and a multitude of 
pther horrid circumAances, had re- 
duced America to the neeeffity <af 
publiihing her independence, and jqf 
maintaining it by open force. Hiwe 
all thefe |«f acceded from French ia> 
trig** qt perfidy? or from the rapa- 
cioufneft, the pride, the folly, cjt 
the infatuation of the EngliiL 
- Dots anyperfan jrefume to iajt, 
that France availed herfelf of that 
ancient, .deep, and well-founded re- 
fentment, which ihe is juftified in 
retaining, to foment difficulties and 
revolt among/l her neighbours^ 

A paffive ipedator of what pafle4* 
me forgot every breach of faith, cr*. 
the part of England, and the mate- 
rial interefts-of her own commerce, 
and the leading State maxim which . 

allows, 
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-•now*, pern**» ifteftt ue, to profit 
tythcdlfeordofaBataialeBttty, to 
feigfetea Us difirefr, or *o attack hi* 
weattneis, itnee tfye experience of 
me than an age has proved that 
eJtereit- ao other method of eempeK 
•finghiai to be juft end equitable to*. 
-Ward* as* la tike manner, although 
•V. ' J*me*\ by *e means deferred* 
•a it ftnce appears, any of thofe 
tokens of regard Much the Court of 
Veriailks lavished apon her, on ao 
-opportunity (6 favourable, toher own 
-intereft, France neverthekft remain*. 
eriM&Jypafive, and indifferent to 
the intefene quarrels of her unjuft 
rival ; nay more, to pacify that tur- 
bulent rival, fhe declared that ihe 
fcouid prcf erv c the moft perrcd 
neutrality between the two people, 
and did, in consequence, rehgioufly 
obferve it, to the very moment when 
reafcn, prudence, the force of 
'{rents, and, above all, the atttn- 



Ithas ift anixed and torbdem gov 
verumentt, toh at the My*l-Mijk* 
Dm$€ra& t/MngUmd; the fame pro* 
cedufe of die province of Langnedoc, 
or of Aliace, towards France, which 
would have been jaftry looked upon 
with as, as a trim* l*f* majtftettM 
is looked upon in ao other tight ia 
England than as a fimple que&on 
of right, open to the difcufeon of 
every free atizen. It is, becauis the, 
refufid, on the ©art of the King, to A 
juilke to America, and the ledreffine; 
their grievances neverthelefs br (he 
mouth of the tannon, was viewed, 
as it ought to be in England, as one 
of the greateft abufes of power, as a 
total fiibverfion of the laws of the 
ooaftkatkm> and an ufurpation of 
the moft dangerous nature in a 
Prince of the Hou/t of Mma/vettm ; 
fit be 4mgkt ntt t* fitgtt* tbmt tim 
fram/tr tf tbt Crew* it bit family 
yoms prvJuttd by am imfmtmiom a* 



tton due*e themferves obliged the fimil&r priueifUs, but vjitb tb* **- 
French to make a total change of frtfi tomdkhn t§ mtme k mi btumu 



tneirptfblic conduct, and 10 aflame 
,a dUfeVeat appearance. 

But 'why does England, in the 
very iajance of Aat neutrality, 
jjrefunte to regard k as a breach of 
faith in ;France, and -to reproach her 
^ritb it, as an infraction of die fubfift- 
irtgtreafaes f Jt is, becatrle (he knew 
irery weH, .flint the great -question 
vrhjch ftirred upthecpfonies «E>revc4t, 
could not by any means be made to 
resemble theft fedfrioas movements, 
which are not to be juitificd even by 
-faccefs, and which the Prince has 
the right to jnmifh in moreaWbhrte 
«pnaic|iier. it is, becaufe the ge- 
neric .flame of K**z> the latitude of 
^oitfeh is fo exteniive, that none of 
thofe who are honoured wiah It, fof- 
-fcft % fimilar eftabUAmeat, power, 
tftuation, or privileges t it », oe- 
caufe that title, fo 4imcuH to fnp^eoit, 
having an acceptation totally aifie- 
rent in countries under the govern- 
Stent of one man, fuch asthe tra*- 
c^uil monarchy of France, froaiwhlt 



an EmgUJb K**r> (& m g Anglais) 
and not in the lame manner as the 
King of France, (ot noa a la ronarro 
da Mtide France.) 

It is, becanie t}ie £tm demand of 
-die ooknoes to the «gh# of tiotbeHig 
^taxed, without Representatives, aa3 
to a trial ;by a jury of their peers, 
had foaad lb many partiaana ia 
England, that the natioawas, and 
does *ili -continue to be greatly di- 
vided on a fobjed foiatereftiftg to 
-theeiuil rights of orery EngHih ci* 
'Men. It is, hecaafe, even ia the 
flouibs of Parliament, the doubts 
upon this fulge& wove canned to 
iuch a height, as to induce a <}«e£ 
tion/^Whether the Engdifh ate^ot, 
in feme refpeds, greater rebels to 
-the common charter of the contitu* 
aiofl than die Americans i 

It is, isecaufe my Ltrd Abim^im f 
one of the moft upright and enlight- 
ened men in England, was apon the 
point of proposing, in full Pariia* 
Meat, and 40 record apoa their 
joumak» 
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journals, as the cade of their fettf- 
fion (a new word treated purpofely 
to expreft this national infutre&ion) 
that the Parliament and King had 
exceeded their confHtutional powers 
in this war, that the Parliament in 
particular, compofed of the Repre- 
sentatives of the people of England, 
ought by no mean* to have fubmit- 
ted to play the odious farce of Valet s- 
maitrei) nor have facrificed the in- 
tcrefts of their conftituents to the 
ambition of their Prince and his Mi- 
aifters. It is, becaafe, he added, 
that in cafe of fuch an abofe, the 
people had a rieht to refume a power 
which was fo ill employed ; for the 
deciJion of fuch a qaeftbn as the 
American war refted with them, in 
their capacity as fupreme legifiators, 
and the original founders of the 
Engliih Conftitution. But if, even 
in England, it was a moot point who 
was the ereateil rebel to the Confu- 
tation, the Englifhman or Jie Ame- 
rican, the reafon b flail ftronger, 
that a foreign Prince mould not have 
piven himfelf the trouble of examin- 
ing a quelEon which divided the 
two people, and for hi* remaininga 
calm fpe&ator of their quarrel ! 

And this was the reafoning by x 
which the King actually regulated 
his conduct. 

This refufal to decide between 
England and America ; (Vancituut 
tt Im npuwll* JngUttrrt) this equit- 
able and undifputed principle at the 
King of France once admitted ; an- 
ticipated, and overturned, that 
crowd of fubtile objections which 
have fince occurred to the Logicians 
of Oxford, of Cambridge, and of 
London ; Whether the King of 
France ought to open or fhut his 
ports againft the inips of the two 
nations at war ; or only againft one 
of them ? Whither Jie ought not to 
reftrain his own commercial privi- 
leges, out of compraifance to one 
nation, Which pays no refpeft to the 
rights of m nation f And above 

Vofc. IX. 



all, whether he ought not to prohibit 
his own armed fhips the advantage 
of the American pons, although he 
admitted the Americans into- his ? 
Queflions which are evidently as 
abfurd to propofe, as their anfwers 
mtrft be futile. For, in abfolute 
right of his neutrality, the King 
owed nothing to the two nations but 
a fair and equal treatment, either in 
admitting or excluding their mips* 

As it would be a manifeft contra- 
diction in France, if when fhe opens 
her ports to Engliih, Dutch, and 
Swediih flups, fhe mould forbid her 
merchants tne liberty of trading with 
London, to the Baltic, to Zuider- 
see, &c. So would jt, if when the 
received American Alios on the foot* 
ing of all other nations, into her 
harbours, fhe fhould refufe her own 
adventurers the liberty of going to 
trade at Bofion, WiUiamfburgh, 
Charles-town, or Philadelphia ; for 
in this particular, every ttyng fhould 
be equal. 

Such, in my onimon, wese the con- 
fequences, ftrtfUy juft, which France 
ought to havi derived from her neu- 
trality refpeftin^ her trad*; and if 
the King of France, forgetting the 
rooted refentmenti of the perfcns who 
Wafioned it, were even inclined to 
mew fome indulgence to hii unjuft 
neighbours at war with their brethren, 
his Majeity was bound by a much 
ftronger tie, and found his Jujfia in* 
tereffed in not fubjecting nu faithful 
fubje&s, the maritime traders, in times 
of full peace, to interdictions and 

frohibitions, which no Sovereign of 
Europe would t^iink of impofing Dp*. 
on theirs* To leave our ports open, 
and free to all nations not at war 
with us, and not to deprive the 
Englifh of the privilege of draining 
us by commerce, of all kinds of 
French produce, by granting the A* 
mericans alfo the liberty of purchasing 
them of us I Was not this at the faofe 
time, preferring on the part of the 
Kiugt that attention granted to all 
JH foreigners, 
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fcfmgntrs, tod maintaining AitpnJ- Uvfex * ptbtt*l tor that ufefal ar- 
te&ion which is eflfentiaHy doc from tide, nay, to mffer it even to be un- 



every juft Sovereign, to the com- 
merce of his domiaioos r 

Well! but in declaring freely* 
and according to my own opinion* 
that fuch Buffo to have been the con*. 
4n& of France, I am under the net 
realty of acknowledging, that whe* 
aher from delicacy or aafterity, in 
the morals of a young and virtuous 
•Prince, whose heart is ihll unexperi- 
enced, he poflefles not that anger and 
aieiire of revenging himfelf upon the 
EnglUh, which his grandfather re* 
tained, even to his grave; Whether 
it proceeded from a love of peace, or 
the companionate feelings of our 
*Minifters, for the embarraifed Situa- 
tion of unjttft England, or a certain 
'blind eomplaifance to the reprefenta- 
'tl6hs of Lord Stormont, who never 
•ceafed to teaze them, the King's 
Minhlers, ftill acknowledging, that 
the French .merchants were well 
founded in their demands of profee- 



fupplied, whUft America was over- 
stocked with it : that if the war be- 
tween England and her Colonies 
mould lajfc two years, longer, the 
King, for want of availing himfelf 
of thefaireft privileges of hw 4 neutra- 
4ity, expofed himfelf to the probabi- 
lity of feeing the twenty-five or 
■thirty millions o£ his revenue, arifing 
from the farm of tobacco, very greatly 
endangered; and thia, becaufe it 
.was the pleafure of the Engliih, who 
were no longer able to furnilh us with 
that article, infoleatly to forbid us 
-to purchafe it in the only country 
in the world where it was cultivated 
in perfection : a fpecies of presump- 
tion fo intolerable, that even at- Lon- 
don we were become their laughing 
ftook, for our tamenefs and acquie- 
scence ! 

When, by thefe and fimilar ret* 
fons, I urged our Minifters to open 
their arms to the commerced France; 



tionjtfbr the trade they were defirous as nobody can fappofe that it wi$ 
of opening with America, always for want of underftanding us the- 



conducted themfelves In that refpect 
with uncommon rigour. If any pre- 
sent circumftances ought to make 
them repent their condefcenfion, it 
muft be to fee the polite writer of the 
Memoire JuJHftatifm attempting to 
eftftblUh as a trait of their perfidjr, 
that anxiety occaiiorted only by a 
perpetnai and moft grievous ftruggle 



roughly that they treated us with 
rigour, we muft naturally conclude 
that an extefj of condefcenfion for 
our enemies made them deaf to our 
remonftrances ! an excefs, the more 
extraordinary and inexplicable, be- 
caufe at prefent we know by ex- 
perience, that the Minffters oh the 
other fide of the channel, never had 



between their authority, which was ' anygood-vt^l towards them 



exerted to reprefs it, and the very 
a&ive efforts of a trade throwing ne\v 
light over our real iriterefts ? 

When to all thofe reafbns contain, 
ed in my reprefentations, which mi- 
litated in favour of the commerce of 
France, I added, with that freedom, 
which a genuine patrietifm only could 



However, if I have plainly ^ mewn 
drat after many ages of a weft-found- 
ed rcfentment,* and confidently with 
the principles of natural fight ■» [droit 
naturel) under the regulations of 
which alone, people and kingdoms 
hold their refpeftive relations to each 
other, France might without fcrupJe 



excufe; when I added, I fay, that; it' avail herfeif of every opportunity of 
would apnear ftrange to all Europe, revenging herfeif on England, and 



that the King of France fhould have 
the forbearance to fuifer his tobacco ' 
firm to pay no Iefs than one kgkdrcd 



of humbling her, in promoting the 
revolt of the Colonies, ,and that fie 
bos not dvnt it! If I have clearly 

proved 
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proved, tnat in rbllewidg the ex- 
ample, and imitating the proceedings 
of England, France might have taken 
advantage of the difficulties in whith 
her natural enemies *ere involved by 
the American war, by falling unex- 
pectedly upon their fleets of mer- 
chantmen, or upon their poflefikms 
ih the Gutyh ; which, fo far frbm 
involving us in a n*ar, would have 
condemned England to an eternal 
peace ; and that from a principle of 
delicaey, and a nice fenfe 6f honour, 
Jhe did not think proper fo do hi 
Therfe remains nothing farther for me * 
to prove, unlefs refpeenng thofe para- 
ges of the Membire Jtifificd(if, which 
relate to' my trade to America, my 
views; or the pretended concurrence 
of Wihifters; it remains for me 
to prove, that Lord Stormonc, con- 
trary to truth, to his information, and 
* his confeienee, was continually tfan£> 
mitting to his Court, the' falfeft ind 
moft infidious representations of the 
conduct of our Court; and that is 
what I aito now about to* undertake. 

I fKair begin, by allowing freely 
and without evafion, that the 1 French 
merchants, amongft whom l name 
myfelf, did certamry, notwithftand* 
ing the orders of the Court, fend 
feveral cargoes of dothing, arms, 
and If ores of every kind to America ; ' 
and that, if they were* not ofteher 
repeated, it was on account of the 
rigour of our administration, which 
never ceafed to obftruft their adven- 
tures ; and I grant this,' hot only be- 
caufe it iir tfrefa£t t but becatife I *be- 
Heve { that on this occafion the 
, 'Pretjch adventurers wei*e restrained 
by no other tie, tbatt that of not in- 
jjring the political ihterefts of the 
Xing of Prance, By their' own pri# 
yafe fpeculations. - 

They might likewrfe be ignoratat, 
whether the King,* through aufterity, 
Viewed their exertions with an un- 
favourable eye; for under fo good 
and juft a Prince, %\\ttt is a wide dif- 
ference between the misfortune oi 



1 > 

difpfeafing, and the frightful crime 
of difdbeying him. Befides, the 
Engli(h writer, who, in his Memoirs 
Jufiificatif fo falfely applies the word 
xontreiande to thofe commercial ex- 
peditibns which we rilqued, does lis 
not know, or does he pretend to 
be ignorant, that the merchandise, 
which is open tofale'and barter in 
any kingdom, by no means becomes 
contraband, from the fingle circum- 
ftance that its exportation or deilina- 
tion may ©offibly prove injurious to a 
foreign power ; and that the mer- 
chant, who is never confulted ba 
treaties between Kings, ought £ot 
to pique himfelf on ftudvihg thep, 
unlefs in points, which either coun- 
teract or favour his fpeculatuujs ? 
On what grounds then does the 4r- 
mmteur owe any particular rtfpecTf to 
rival foreigners* to the enemies of 
bis trade? From the very nature of 
things, ill a naval war, is not the 
unfortunate fhip owner condemned 
foiely'to bear all the weight of the 
loiTes of the State, without ever ob- 
tain ing the fmalleft compensation f 
In a land war at lealt, whilft perjbnt 
paid by the Crown, difpute with 
Cannon, or wi$h mufquetry, a terri- 
tory, a town, a country, in fhort any 
fixed property, the revepue of which 
ought to indemnify the Prince who 
makes the attack, for thofe expejee* 
incurred by the conqueft ^ the Citi- 
zen, the Shop-keeper, the Bourgeois, 
who has not taken up arms, waits 
the event without apprehension, and 
remains the free poftefibr of his pro- 
perty, upon the fole condition of 
paying his old tribute to a new 
matter, Subject indeed, perhaps, to 
fome abufes. 

But as we are told, that no man 
will fight for nothing i that if Mux 
be born a Plunderer, War, and above 
all a Sea War, awakens in him that 
paftion which nothing but the re- 
ftraint of the laws could have lolled 
afleep ; and fince, in that Sea War, 
tiere U notMng fixed to conquer 

Na which 
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which can repay the expences of 

fubfidies, and the field of battle 
belongs always to the Fife, when 
the brave combatants are feparated, 
difperfed, or gone to the bottom; 
All the Heroes of the ocean concur 
in indemnifying themfelves. as foon 
as poflible, and with the morality of 
wolves, in commencing, by falling 
upon the unarmed vcfTels of a peace- 
ful commerce, and by enriching 
themfelves without fhame, reafon, 
or remorfc, with the property of the 
merchant who makes no refiftance ; 
except by battling and tearing each 
others to pieces when they meet face 
to face* So that, at the return of 
Peace, when States, exhaufted by 
War, forgive or do juftice to each 
other, or on account of their fuo 
cefles, with a ftrong hand, recipro- 
cally indemnify themfelves for their 
kfles ; the poor merchant adventurer price for the articles winch were" 



balancing our rifquet by our ad- 
vantages ; and our calculations in 
that refpecl being much clearer 
than any minifterial hints, we were 
of opinion, as I have already faid, 
that we were bound by no other 
obligation than that of not injuring, 
by our adventures, the avowed in- 
tereft of the Prince who governed 
us* But certainly, and let it not 
difpleafe L$rd Stormont, the Euglijh 
Cabinet, or the Writer of th$ Maw* 
fefto, none of us ever entertained the 
abfurd idea that we could be expect- 
ed to fhew fo delicate a regard to 
uojuft England, as to fupprefs our 
fpecolations in any country, becanfe 
it was .become her enemy. On^he 
contrary, every body mutt have fore* 
feen that the Americans, having the 
mofl preffing wants, on account of 
the Englifh war, would give a higher 



(armateur) about whom nobody has 
bellowed a thought, who has loft his 
All, and to whom nobody reuores a 
farthing; he alone remains drfpouef- 
fcd of his property by the unpuniibed 
robbery he has fuffered ; he who 
was not at war with any man ! 

Therefult of this abominable ftate 
of things is, that the cruel violence 
with which the merchant is made 
die firlt victim in the quarrels be- 
tween Sovereigns, mnft neceflarily 
leave in his heart a molt inveterate 
hatred againft all the foreign enemies 
of his trade, and his property* It 
refults likewife, that nobody with- 
out pon*efEn£ a molt infernal heart, 
can envy him the only refource left 
him againft fuch an accumulation of 
dangers, that, of feizing every op* 
portunity, and tvery means of ren- 
dering his {peculations both prompt 
and lucrative. 

We required, therefore, (and let 
it not dUpleafe J*rd St$rmont t who 
shakes the French merchants the vile 
inftrumenti of ibeferfidy of our Mini, 
fters) no other motive to induce us 



cenary for them : this has made 
France the general vehicle of diet 
commerce. As for myfelf, whom an 
inherent love of liberty* whom a 
rational attachment to a brave 
people, who were the avengers of 
the univerfe againft Englilh tyranny, 
had inflamed : I avow with pleafuxe, 
that feeing the incurable folly of the 
Englifh Miniftry, who were attempt- 
ing to enilave America by effrepem, 
and to enflave England through Jm+> 
rice, 1 have ventured to fbrefee the 
fuccefr of the efforts of ^merica for 
her deliverance ; 1 have even dared to 
think that, without the intervention 
of any Government, or the Maritime 
CeU£u/es % -with whom they have ce- 
mented an alliance, the hnmiliatiem 
of haughty and votrbearimg England 
might have been nearly effe&ed by 
thefe dafimrdfy dtjfumbk cowards 
feet vile foltttus, fi dtdmignis) of 
the other Continent, with the staple 
aid only of a few obfeure merchant s 
of this country. 

I glory farther in avowing that, 
full of thefe ideas, I have dared by 



to afift America than the hope of xjjy coaveHati©*, by my writing*. 

and 
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and my example, /r/?, to fet z going, 
and encourage our manufacturers, 
and our adventurers; and that I 
have never intentionally, whatever 
may be infmuated to the contrary, 
been wanting in my duty *s a good 
fubjed towards my Sovereign, in 
promoting a maritime company, in 
e&ablifhing a permanent commercial 
correfpondence between America and 
my Houle, in talcing upon me to 
porchafe and (hip in Europe all the 
articles which could pof&ble prove of 
life co my hravt correfpondents, the 
daftauttj c*w*r44 *f Amrita* 

But if I did not pretend to the 
protection of the Court, I own that 
I was far from thinkiog, that Lord 
$t*rmont % whofe principal employ- 
ment was to tease the court, would 
. have the credit by his clamorous ap- 
plication to induce the Ministers to 
eftablifh a fevere and unheard-of 
inqoifition into the merchant's pri- 
vate compting-houfe, and to put a 
ftop to his Speculation >. But fin ce 
the objeft of his million, which he 
Juts accomplifhed but too well, to 
the advantage of England, has un- 
fortunately ruined the attempts and 
the enterprises of the French mer- 
chant adventurers, Why has this 
ungrateful Lord* who, in his mini- 
Aerial difpatches, lays fo much ftrefs 
spoil nine or ten of my veflels, 
laden for the Americans, at the end 
ef the year 1776, and who with fo 
much finefle dUHnguifhes them from 
my frigate L'Amphitrite ? Why 
has he neglected to inform his Court, 
that our Miniftry, ftunned with his 
complaints, actually loft fight of that 
prote&ion, which, pcrb*j>s f they owed 
as, and which fo far from granting 
us, they overwhelmed the trade with 
psohibitions, and in particular, at- 
saoft entirely {mothered my rifing 
commercial company, by laying a 
general embargo on all my mips 7 
* In vain did I reptetent then, that 
to be fubjeft to the perfecotion of the 
SngUfh, who a&oi like Caftenv 



honfe officers (Dommiers Aaglois) 
upon the fees, and to fee one fetf 
expofed to the lofs of every thing 
without hope of reclaim, if one was 
taken on the coafl of America, 
with goods prohibited by England, 
was furely to incur fufficient rifque, 
without France lending her aid to 
refirain the projects of the mer- 
chants ; the Miniflry, inflexible to 
the representation, continued rigor* 
oufly to infill, that all our fhips 
ihould make their voyages to the 
iflands, and fhould fubmit themfelvea 
by no means to trade with the Con- 
tinent. 

What motive then could induce 
this Ambaflador to conceal from his 
Court the exceffive marks of com- 
plaifance which he received from 
ours ? Why has he concealed from 
it, that, upon his f*form*tieH> on the 
10th of Dec. 1776, theMintfter of 
the Marine actually gave orders to 
have all my {hips flopped at fJavrr. 
and clofely examined t That, in 
that port where UAmphttritt y h 
Remain, &A*drmede t L'Anettvme, 
and feveral others were lying, if the 
firft of thefe fhips which was already 
launched into the main road, avoided 
the fearch, all the reft underwent it, 
and with fuch rigour, that they were 
all publicly unloaded, to the great in- 
jury of my expedition. 

Why did he not add, in the exul- 
tation of his joy, that not being able 
to hope for an end, or to obtain any 
relaxation of thefe prohibitory orders, 
I was under the neceffity of difarm- 
ing all my fhips ; in fad, it is mat- 
ter of public notoriety, that if fome of 
thefe fhips were able at length to get 
away, it was not until the months of 
April, May, and Jene, in the fol- 
lowing year ; even then too, it was 
necefiary to change their names and 
their cargoes, and to give the molt 
pofitive affurances, that they were 
going no where but to our iflands in 
the Gulph ; Will the AmbaiTador 
deny that they were even equally 
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(b defined, fince he knows tliat one at Nantz 
of them, La Seine, as the price of 
jony obedience, was taken at Preach- 
er's Point, within foundings offMar- 
tinico, to the great difgrace of alt 
the inhabitants who faw it, and car- 
Tied to Dominica, where without 
other form of prccefs, the Englifh 
flag was immediately hoifted, and 
oars thrown into the iea, with three 
loud buzzas, and for me, moil 
■aelancholy, feux dejoie ? 

Why did not this frtfo'und Poli- 
tician % this AmbafTador $ made Mini- 
£er.. write to his Court, thata'fimilar 
embargo was put on all my mips at 
Nantz ; and that la Therefe x Hopped 
in » that port, was not allowed to 
leave it until June 1777, after the 
mo(t rigid examination, and when it 
was clearly afcertained, that fhe cat- 
Tied no warlike (lores ; and after, 
the Captain was obliged to iubfnit 
to go only to St. Domingo, where 
Lis fhip, as well as PAmelie, re- 
mained near tweWe months, to my 
very great detriment ; fince, four 
fmallBermudian veflels, which I had 



fcought to convey to the Continent, 
the cargoes of thefe European fhips, 
were all taken either in going or 
coming ? 

Why has he not told his Court, 
that in January, 1777, my AmpUi- 
irite, having put into PGrient, the 
Miniftry, at his requeir, Hopped tips 
fhip under the pretext that feveral 
officers were on board her, with the 
' intention of offering their fcrvices to 
the Americans ? 

How came he, on this occafion, to 
omit, in his difpatches, that the 
Court fent orders to the principal 
of thefe officers, to rejoin his corps 
immediately at Metz, there to give 
account of his conduit ;- and that on 
learning that the officer had evaded 
complying with the order, the Court 
difpatched a Courier exprefs to 
1'Orient, with orders to arreft and 



a feverity which Tie nar- 
rowly efcaped by faving himfelf al- 
moft' naked, without daring to re- 
turn to the fhip : how came he not 
to mention that the Miniitr^ did not 
even permit my frigate to fail,' with- 
out Mfting upon apofitive engage- 
ment in writing from the Captahi 
that he would only go to St. D6- 
mingo, under the penalty of urideN 
going whatever , punifhment the 
CourJ fyould think proper to inflict, 
on his return,, if he departed frogl 
his engagement. 

But another reflection ' fuggefcs 
itfelf, and l,am calleiT upon hot to 
withhold i;, fince the Writer for tie 
King of England has heglecled Jt. 
The Court of France, a foreign 
power, indifferent and neuter in ftte 
quarrel, oppofed this rio"ble manner 
in which many officers, principally 
foreigners, we're defirous of employ- 
ing their Ieifure, in favour of the 
Americans; but what was this to 
us, in whofe behalf they were abotit 
to exercife their valour? And' "by 
what an excefs of complaifance fbr 



the En£lifh AmbafTador, did'olir 
Minifters eftablifh fueh an inquifitfon 
againfl the partizans of America, 
when k is proved by the fac\, that 
the nephew of the Marecbal de 
Tbomondi and oif My L»rd Clare ; 
that Count Bulkley> in fhort, the mbft 
zealous Englifhman that ever tfas 
permitted to be in the fervice 'of 
France, obtained leave from them, 
without the fmalleft difficulty, to §0 
to London to folicit employment in 
the fervice of that Court agarhft 
America? If the folution of this 
problem efcabes my difcernmeut, 
what muft ftnke all the world, as 
well as myfelf, is, that the com- 
parif^n and the coincidence ■ of 
thefe * two' proceedings, ought at 
leail to, find fome favour for our 
very comflaifant Minijters % in the 
eyes of this meft terrible Abtbaf- 



break him, and to fhut him up for fador\ and that his zeal and his la- 
the remainder of his life ift the* cattle bowf would nor have appeared heft 

ixnporcayt 
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Important - to his country w 
would have recommended Sim equal 

{y to the Minilter, before whom he 
>urned with impatience to prefent 
himfclf, if, inilead of calumniating 
-our Court, he had rendered a faith- 
ful account toliis own, of what came* 
to his knowledge from day to day. 
Although politics be 'throughout, 
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and* them 



an, whom I had myfelf induced 
to reiiftouifh their country to fcnk 
them. My endeavours, my labours, 
and the fums I advanced on that 
head were immenfe. But my only 
concern ^was for our unfortunate ofifis 
cars ; fbr even in the Very fefhfal ttf* 
their fervioes by the Americans, a 
certain republican pridfc (jitrbe) wbh 



at bottom, no more than a fublime ' my heart,- in mewing me a people ft> 

- . » _i.i__.j„ l-- t_-.i_._ zealous to gain their freedom, that 

they were afraid of difttfnifltrttg the 
glory of their fnccefs, ihouW they 
permit foreigners to be partakers Of 
the danger. 

Thirs it is that I compofe ttry 
mind; amidft the greateft evH*, It 
fearches with indufity the littfb £t«fei 
it can find within itfclf, as 'matter *f 
confolation. Thus, whilfTmy <ef- 
forts proved fo unavailing in Ameri- 
ca, and the Engfiih Were endeavottr- 
ing to render them ftill lefs efficacious 
by contaminating all around **, 
fome cowardly enemies aceteftd fcie 
in my own country of being bribed 
by the Court of London, to irirom* 
them in time of the failing 6f*a3! e>ur 
merchant mips, and to ^jut her in 
the way of taking them. As 
for myfelf,* borne up by conscious 
pride, I difdained an exculpation, 
and left thefe mrfcreants to the 
correction ef their own fhamr, with 
the afTurance of never rallying my 
paper with their names. *ffte idle 
world in Paris envied my good for- 
tune, and were jealous of me as a 
chofen favourite of fortune ; whilifr. 
I, the melancholy fport of accidents, 
folitary, robbed of repofe, loft to fo- 
ciety, exhanfted with want of ileep, 
and with chagrin, by turns Cxpofed 
to fufpicion, to ingratitude, to 
anxiety, to the reproaches of France, 
England, and America, labouring 
night and day, and ptrrfuing my 
object with ardoar through thefe 
thorny brakes ; I emaciated myfelf 
with fatigue, and made Very little 
progrefs. But my courage revived 
anew when 1 cormdered thnt a -gre;*t 

.people 



imp^urty nobody has ever hither* 
to feen ah Ambaflkdor take fuch 
*xtenfive .liberties under the fubli- 
mity of his impoflure ! it was 
referved to Lord $tormo*i, to hold 
, up„ a worthy example of it to the 

, uniyerfe ! — But it is France, fays 
he, who fent thefe officers to 
America : — Oh ! great politician, 
or rather pedlar in politics ! are 
there many as deep reafoners as 
youxfelf in England? And do you 
think that^the Congrefs, who did 
not conceive themfelves bound by 

. any of the engagements, made in my 
. prefence, by their own Agents in 

= Europe, with the officers whom I 
fent out, who have even rejected the 

, Service of almoft all thofe who got to 
America; do you think that Con- 

. grefs would have been fo deficient in 
refpe& for our Court on this head, 
if they had imagined that thefe ge- 
nerous warriors, had been fent to 
them by a King whoft friendfhip and 

, aiuiiance they were fo anxioufly 
courting? How do you think the 
King of France would have looked 
Upon the fending back of thefe offi- 
cers, £F that Prince had been at all 
concerned in the arrangement of 
their departure ? It is very fortunate 
then it. teems to be able to reafon 
falfcly at London ! This reflexion 
alone is a trait of light which places 
Us all in our true pohu.of view, Eng- 
|i(hmen, Frenchmen, labourers, and* 
pfailofophers* 

* - in troth,. my ardent teal for my 
cey friends, might ^have been 
wounded by the fmail' cilimation in 
which thofc brave men were held by 
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people would very fcon offer a deli- 
cious, and a free retreat for all the 
perfecuted in Europe; that my 
country would be avenged of that 
humiliation to which & had been 
compelled to fubmit, in fixing, by 
thi treaty of 1763, the fmmtl number 
ef Jbifs nvbrtb Jbtwa/ permitted to 
mmwtain ; that the dark veil, the 
funeral crape with which our port of 
Dunkirk was enveloped for tne laft 
60 yean, would be at length torn 
afuader j that, in fhort, the Ocean 
become free to all commercial 
aatkms, Marfeilles, Nantz, Bour* 
nbaux, might difoute the commer- 
cial palm with London, and be- 
come, in their turn, the marts 
of the univerfe. I was fupport- 
by the hope of a new fyftem 
«f politics, which was yet in em-* 
hryp in Europe, and that England, 
once driven back to its true place in 
the fcale, the French name would be 
beloved, cherifhed, and refpe&ed 
. every where. I would add farther, 
that I was re-animated with the hope 
of feeing the prefent reign exalted to 
be one of the moil brilliant of the 
French monarchy, if, in that fevere 
and forcibly-directed order, I were 
not totally precluded all eulogi* 
um, even that of the young King, 
who Batters us with enlarged hopes, 
by the wifdom of his projects, 
and by his real and pure love of 
what is right, at an ape when almoft 
all men are diftinguifbed by their 
follies, their abfurdities, or their 
©bftinacy. This pleafing profpeft 
reftored to me my courage, nay even 
my gaiety, infomuch that one of the 
Englifh Minifters having done me 
the honour of faying, laughingly, to 
ibmebody, on the fubjeft of the 
Ampbitrite, that I was a good politi- 
cian, but a miferable merchant, I 
answered in the fame tone,—'* that 
/Mil be left to time, the event alone 
can (hew us, which will be moft fuc- 
cefcful, I in mv little trade, or he in 
hit great adminiftration." 
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In luch a fbte if things, one is 
very ftftfibk that the cabinet of St. 
James's would have heard with joy 
from its Ambaflador, that at the re- 
turn of my frigate, VAmphitrite % 
rocp Captain, accufed of difobedi- 
ence, had been fhamefully arretted, 
and^ thrown into prifon, although ' 
Tiis journal proved, that he only gave 
way to circumftances ; and that hav- 
ing been ninety days in his paffage, 
and thirty-five without a reckoning, 
he was on the point of perifliing oh 
the inftant that he was carried toifce 
Continent ; but his crime was, hav- 
ing dropped his anchor there % and 
as for myfelf, I am perfuaded, that 
herd North would have been pleafed 
with the Ambaflador, if he had learnt 
from him/that the terrible face he put 
on this affair to our Minifters, cbft 
my unfortunate captain three months 
imprifonment, and myfelf two thou- 
fand crowns of indemnity, which I 
thought I owed him, and all this to pay 
for the whims of my Lord S torment. 
Thus it is, that every faS ftated 
in the Memoire Jufiificatif % as far as 
it depends upon the representation 
of that Ambaflador, is either fat/t, 
injidious, or forged* Obferve how 
he quotes it as a crime, that a fhip 
of mine, UHeuremx* left Mtrfeilles 
in September, 1777, and concealing 
at the fame time from the Court, 
that this veflel UHeureux, the moft 
unfortunate of my mips, was fix 
months in port, fitted out, laden, 
ready to fail, then flopped on the 
felicitation of this fame; Lord ; in 
fhort, twice unloaded publicly by 
the Minifter's order ; and that it was 
not till aftertthefe fcandalous and in- 
jurious public cxpofures, that this 
fhip, which had almoft ruined to* 
by fo long a delay, and fitch enor- 
mous expeuces, obtained permiffion 
to leave the port, with provificms 
only, and without any warlike ftorea* 
For if fhe flopped any where elfe to 
complete her lading, which was 4ot 
above one thir4 iaifhed, it is a 
iran/aaioai 
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tranfaclicm utterly unknown to our 
Minifters, fince it pafled far from 
the kingdom, and' out of the reach of 
their extended arms. 

Thus, when this Memorial fpeaks 
of my armaments" at Dunkirk, it 
takes care to acknowledge, that the 
^Miniftry, as fevere towards me, as 
attentive to the complaints of the En- . 
glifh AmbafTador, gave exprefs or- 
ders to fearch in that port all the 
fhips marked by the Stormontine in-, 
quifition (par Vinquifition Stormon- 
tiemte) and to unload them without 
mty, if they had warlike ftores on 
board ; that one of them, /« Marie 
Catharine , at that time in the road, 
was able to efcape their rigour, and- 
to reach Martinico with a cargo of 
artillery, infured even at London ; 
but that the others were fearched, un- 
loaded, and forced to go in ballaft to 
look after a freight in America, with- 
out my being able to find another 
opportunity o? re-embarking my mi- 
litary cargo ; fo great was the vigi- 
lance of the Government ; fo fevere 
was it, and unremitting. 
- This is what Lord Stormont might 
have tranfmitted to his Court ; he 
would, in that cafe, have done honour 
to his vigilance, without departing 
from the truth : but that is what men 
.trouble themfelves the leaft about in 
politics. He ought even to have added 
that, in my rage for what had befallen 
me at Dunkirk* having learnt that 
Jtfr. Fraxtr, theEnglifhCommilTary, 
odious from the very nature of his 
employ, but per/onaily detefted at 
that port, had dared to bribe and fend 
•to England one of our bell coafting 
pilots, and feveral French failors, I 
procured legal proofs of this fhame- 
ful fa& ; but that I could not get the 
Government to profecute this infolent 
jCommif&ry, for this crimen la/a na- 
//#»//; and I did not obtain my with, 
I remember well, for this reafon j be- 
crfufc the pains which 1 took on this 
fobje&, might poflibly be imputed to 
reerMH*ftation in me, by the EngUfh 
Ambaffador; .I^iil fpeak out; for 
...Vol. IX. 



t this is neither the time or place to 
flatter any body. A publication, for 
the purpofe of deftroying the idle 
Englifh tales contaiuea 1 in xhcMenmire 
Juftifeatif, ought not, in its tirn t 
to be liable to the like imputation 
of a weak. partiality for France. 

But the completion of unfaithful. . 
nefs in the reports of the EngUfh 
AmbafTador, is. the in£dious account 
he gives to the Court of the Hipp*- 
pctamtj the ihip which I have named 
Le Fier Rodrigue, and which has fince 
had the honour of being thought woxr 
thy by the General Admiral d'Eftaing 
(Qineral Amiral d'Efiaing) of contri- 
buting under his command to the 
fucceis of his Majefty's arms off Gre- 
nada, which was not the triumph •/ 
Gazettes, nor the fuccefs of vpUiej 
from the pre/s, as the honeyed writer . 
of the Memsire Jufiijicatifu pleafed 
to call them, but brilliant and fub- 
ftantial fuccefles from the mouths of 
oiir cannon. 

The detention of fo many fhips ia 
our ports ; fo maay obliged to be un- 
loaded by fuperior command ; fo 
many operations deftroyed or fuf- 
pended ; fo much time and money 
loft ; and above all, the compulfory 
obligation of putting the prohibitory 
orders of the Court into ftri& execu- 
tion, with refpeft to military ftores, 
had at length changed my plans of 
fitting out. 

Hearing very foon that the Englifh 
had taken feveral fhips from me, and 
that I had no other method left of 
efcaping free, than by making my- 
felf formidable to privateers, I pur- 
chafed at public audion, in April, 
1777, PHippopotame, a King's (hip 
of the line, which was fold at Roche* 
fort. She was foon refitted for the; 
purpofe of an armed fhip of war, and 
to carry merchandize, a&d all her 
cargo, to the value of a million of 
livres, confifting of wine, brandy, dry 
goods, and without a fingle military 
weapon, or one fingle cheft of ftores, 
was immediately ihipped at Roche- 
fort, to fail without luis of time. 

O Thie 
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This is the fa£ alluded to in the 
itifidions account he give* his Court 
of \\kf9urtte* theufend mufqutts that 
J nvas to Mbmrk % and ntbtr military 
ftiret far tki ufi if tht tebtlu men- 
tioned Irt th* MMeiti Juftific*tif\ 
no armament having been mere 
openly, more cruelly makfled, out 
of eo>Rf latfanc* to £W Storment. 
This is the fa& ; every body mult 
draw their contlaikm. 

Bat this fatal Ambaflhdor, whofe 
peat employment it was to injure 
otfr trade On land, whilftthe priva- 
teers of his country outraged and pil- 
laged it at fea$ this profound po- 
litician, who divided his time be- 
tween the pletfure of irritating our 
Jtfiniikrt In France, and that of ca- 
lumniating them in fengland, made 
at Versailles jkcb UmtntaHsm .... 
fk ImtntmbU about this (hip* by dat- 
ing that I pretended to equip her for 
trade, when in reality I was arming 
a (hip of \yar for the fervice of the 
Gengrefs, that the C6urt was fhaken 
by his representation • 

Upon ihekfrijhnvkiningi (nowvd- 
lu trimllitrhs) the Minifter abfolute- 
ly ignorant that I had a (hare in that 
armament* which was made under a 
Aftitious name, gave the moft exact 
orders to the Commandant and In* 
tendant of Rochefort to difcover un> 
der*hand, the name and object of the 
true proprietor of the veffel : I was 
aware Of the enquiries of the Court, 
and inflead of the date of the arma- 
ment) addreiTed the following memo- 
rial to the Minifter of the marine un- 
der a ft range fignature. I fubjoin it 
here* becaufe its ftyle and character 
will give, better than any reafonings 
of my oWn, a juft idea of the con- 
neftion which fubfifted at that time 
between the Admittiltration and the 
Commerce of France. 

" Monfeigncur, 

c * From the examination taken of 

our Commiflary at Rochcrbrt, by the 

Commandant of the marine, we are 

of opinion that it is only one of thoie 



reftlefi and roving Englilh with which 
our ports are filled, who has fpread fo 
ill-timed an alarm againftus, and in- 
fpired your Excellency by methods 
very familiar to them, with the de- 
fign of inftituting an inquintion hi- 
therto unknown, into the counting- 
houfes and fpeculations of the French 
merchants* 

- " Monfeigsetir, the King's (hip 
the Hifpofttamt was cxpofed to fale,' 
apparently for any perfon who would 
buy it. We purchased it high, and 
have paid well for it ; we have refit- 
ted her at a great expence, and we dp 
not conceive that there is any thing 
in this contrary to the laws of com- 
merce, nor which ought to fubject us 
to the ftifpicion of wming to coun- 
teract the pacific views of the go- 
vernment. 

" But if a fhip of foch mcafore- 
ment muft necettarily be intended 
fer very great fpecuktion, is it not 
natural, Monfeigneur, thatwe&oold 
put fuch (hip in a ftnte not to be 
afraid of feeing htrfolf* in full peace* 
harrafled, fired at, fearched, rummag- 
ed, infulted, plundered, perhaps car- 
ried off and confifcated, in fpite of the 
formal regularity of our expedition* 
(as it has happened to many others) 
if a yard of fluff is found in any of 
Our cargoes, the colour or quality of 
which happens to difpleafe the firft 
difhoneft Engliftiman who falls in 
with us, who after he mall have fnf* 
ficiently intuited us, and made us 
lofe the beaefit of a profitable voyage* 
may perhaps e&ape punifhment by 
the ufual anfwer of the English Am* 
baftador to any application— that tin 
Captain was drunk > or that it is/omt 
mij'undtrftanding. But your Excellen- 
cy is well aware that if that Aale and 
trivial excufe is fuffieierrt to appeafe 
the vengeance of the French govern* 
ment, that uferul member of fo- 
ciety, the merchant, whbfe trade it 
is to trull his fortune to- the waves; 
upon the faith of treaties, is not the 
lefs ruined, notwith&aoding the jpio- 
fftifed compensation,- of which it is 

wo 
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loo well underflood how t* evade tht 
accomplishment. 

" However/ Monfeigneur, the 
merchant trader, being of ail others 
of the King's fubje&s, the chara&er 
whkh ought the moft to be coun- 
tenanced by treaties, is alfo the per- 
fon who ftands moft in need of pro- 
jection. Cafl your eye upon the 
various fituations of fociety, Mon- 
feigneur, and you will fee that the 
Aominiftratioii, the Exchequer, the 
Military, the Clergy, the Law, the 
terrible finance, (la terrible financt) 
and even the ufeful clafs of labour- 
ers, drawing their fubfiflence or 
■their income from the interior of the 
kingdom, alllive at his expence. 
The merchant alone, to increafe 
tbtir riches, or their luxuries, lays 
the four quarters of the world under 
contribution, and talcing from you 
fome ufelefs fuperfluity, goes to ex- 
change it at a diftance, and enriches 
you at his return, with the fpoils of 
the whole univerfe. He alone is 
the cement which approximates and 
reunites every people whofe difference 
of manners, of habits, and of go- 
vernment, tends to keep them afun- 
der, or make them go fco war together. 

" Jf t therefore, the merchant 
finds -himfelf compelled to give pre- 
vious information of ^ his fpecula- 
-tions, the fuccefs of which depends 
entirely upon fecrefy and difpatch, 
and which mull be fubjeft to changes 
ofxircumftances dependent on every 
political event, there is no longer 
either liberty, fafety, or fuccefs for 
him, and the chain of commerce is 
■broken to pieces. 

" Your Excellency will clearly 
perceive, that it is' not to elude obe- 
dience .that we make thefe remarks; 
bat only becaufe we are of opinion, 
.that to eftablrfh an inquifition into 
*he fecrets of the merchants, out of 
complaiiance for the rivals of the 
' French trade, and the natural ene- 
mies of the ftate, is an exerciie of 
authority liable to xhe moil dreadful 



conferences, of which it is theleaft 
melancholy and alarming ; to throw 
a damp on trade (def outer le com- 
merce) and to extinguiih emulation, 
without which nothing great can b$ 
effected. When our Commiffioner, 
to whom it was adjudged in tis own 
name, acknowledged the real owners 
of the Hippopotami, you were fo 
good as to promife him, Mon- 
feigneur, the firft King's freight for 
the Colonies : deign to fulfil that 
promife ; the performance of it is 
the beft method of afcertairiing 
the deftlnation of our veflel. We 
trufl, Monfeigneur, that this wifti 
alone contains all the explanation 
that your Excellency can defire. 
We are, with the moft profound 
refpeft, &c. fcc." 

This Memorial which was framed 
for the purpofe of eftablifhing th« 
real detonation of the Fitr Rodrigue, 
and to difarm the Court, produced 
a very different effeft,-by discovering 
trie : they imagined they faw me in 
this tran faction, and the clamour; 
of the Ambaffador continuing in,cefr 
iantly, both againft my (h^p and my 
perfon, the Minifler, at the fame 
moment that he took off the tempo^ 
rary embargo laid on all the other 
merchant fhips, iflued the moft ri- 
gorous orders to flop mine in hajy 
'hour, without leaving me the fmalr 
.left hope of their being permitted to 
.fail at any ^given periodl 

Having entertained the defign 
of arming with brafs cannon, 
becaufe they were the moft con- 
venient for war, and as merchan- 
dife, I had purchafed and convey- 
ed, at great exjjence, as many of 
thefe cannon as I thought neceflary, 
when a frefh order arrived, whiG}i 
obliged me to refell my artillery at. 
a great lofs, without procuring k 
relaxation .of *the embargo on «iy 
(hip. In vain did 1 offer 'personally 
to the Minifler to embark fqme-gf 
the King's ttoops for St. Domin^p 
on board, that .there might reniaiji 
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no doubt of her deftination. In vain 
did I propofe to fabmit my cargo to 
the moil rigorous fearch, to afcer- 
tain the fact, that no part of the 
lading of the Fier Rodrigue confifled 
of warlike {lores. In vain did I of- 
fer to fubmit, that the fhip fhould 
return in fix months, from a St. Do- 
mingo voyage, and with the produce 
of that ifland, under the penalty of 
the total lofs both of fhip and cargo, 
in cafe I failed in my engage- 
ment. The Minifter was inexo- 
rable ; and notwithflanding the com- 
plaints which fuch rigour extorted 
from me ; notwithflanding the 
enormous expence attending a double 
purchafe, double carriage, and the 
expenfive charge of the artillery; 
notwithflanding the lofs arinng from 
the detention of a cargo worth a 
million (of livresj for a whole year, 
inflead of her departure ; notwith- 
flanding the conflant and ruinous 
dilburfement for the equipment of a 
fhip of that force, flopped in port 
for fo long a time ; notwithflanding, 
in fhort, the proteftation which de- 
fpair drew from me, of making the 
Adminiflration anfwerable for my 
lofTes, before the King himfelf, and 
for which I am now in gratitude at 
his Majefly's feet j the Miniflers, true 
to fome, I know not what, promife, 
extorted fram them by the Englifh 
Ambaffador, would never agree to 
take off the embargo from my fhip ; 
and I declare with grief, that I did 
not obtain even this tardy juftice, un- 
til after the notification of the treaty 
of commerce between France and 
America, made in form at London, 
by the Marquis de Noailles, and the 
precipitate retreat of the Englifh 
Ambaffador ; that is to fay, a whole 
year after the lading and fitting out 
of the Fier Rodrigue* 

This is what Lord Stormont took 
care not to write his Court, and 
which at this hour he dares not 
deny. I leave undetailed a multi- 
tude of other very diftreffing and 



notorious fa£ls refpe£ling our trade". 
As for what relates to myfelf, this 
extract is fufficient to fhew what 
credit ought to be given to the tales* 
or to the cenfures contained in the 
Memure Juftijicatif. 

When Lord Stormont refided at 
Paris, and propagated any political 
lie, any falfe news, unfavourable to 
the Americans, it is well remember- 
ed that the expreffions of the Con* 
frefs Deputies in anfwer to every 
ody's queflions, regularly were, 
Do not believe it, Sir, // is a Stor- 
mont throughout, (Ce y ft du Stormont 
tout pur.) 

So, reader, can we fay as truly 
of the Memoire Juftificatif\ it is a 
Stormont throughout, except in the 
flyle, which, but for a little heavi- 
nefs in the tranjlation, would not be 
deficient in elegance, nor logical 
precifion, if the writer did not 
continually forget that Lord Stor- 
mont furnifhed him with the docu- 
ments, and that he writes in behalf 
of unjufl England, whofe ufurpa- 
tion, infidelity, arrogance, and def- 
potifm, have made her totally 
diflinc*l from every other human 
fociety. 

For, if kingdoms form great 
bodies, fHll more widely - feparated 
from their neighbours by the con- 
trariety of their interefls,- than by 
their natural barriers, their fortifica- 
tions, or the fea which inclofes 
them ; if their only relative con- 
nection are thofc of natural right 
(droit nature! J that is to fay, fuch as 
their prefervation, their welfare, and 
their profperity impofes on each of 
them ; and if thefe relations diffe- 
rently modified under the name of 
the law of nations, (droit des gens ) 
have for their fundamental principle, 
even according to Monte/quieu t f 
confult their onvn advantage, nvith 
as little detriment as fojjlble to others ; 
it appears that England, having ex- 
erted all her pride to free herfelf 
from this general law, has. adopted 
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for her fundamental principle, to 
make herfelf hated and feared by 
the whole w«rld, whenever fhe can 
derive to herfelf any advantage from 
fuch conduct. 

Add to this damnable principle, 
that convenience which always fubfifts 
with them, of infringing treaties, and 
of being deficient in the execution of 
agreements, under the pretext, that 
her King partaking only of an autho- 
rity divided between himfelf, the 
people and the nobles, the engage- 
ments he enters into, cannot prevent 
that fiery nation from proceeding to 
exceffes 9 which, however, are not 
the lefs fo, when difavowed by the 
equity of the Prince, or his refpect 
for his fworn faith. Put all tfcefe 
notions, I fay, together, and you 
will ftill have but a feeble idea of that 
arrogant people, whoaccufe «;at this 
day of perfidy* But theii, if the King 
of England cannot always be made 
the guarantee of the infractions of 
fubfifttng treaties, by his fubjecls ; 
with whom are we to keep our faith ? 
What, Engliihmen, do you bind your- 
felves with us, and yetconfider your- 
felves as not bound ? Extraordinary, 
and proud nation, whom one mull 
admire for your patriotifm and that 
Roman firmnefs, which you difplay 
in your changes of fortune, but whom 
it is high time to humble, in order 
to puniih and reftrain that abomi- 
nable manner in which you are pleaf- 
ed to abufe your profperity. 

Infatuated ftep-mother ! who pre- 
tender! a love for thy children, when 
thy only object in the connection is 
to drain the blood from out their 
veins, and employ it in thy own pro- 
stitutions ! If the moment be arrived, 
when all nations may learn from thy 
fatal example, that there is nothing 
happy or permanent in politics, 
which is not founded on univerfal 
jnorality, and the reciprocity of du- 
ties and refpecls 

if tky Minifies/ bjinded by a 



fooliih ambition in their views and 
deceived in their meafores, have im- 
prudently introduced their oppreflive 
fyftem into the colonies, and compel- 
led them, by taking up arms, to adopt 
for their motto, the terrible, but fub- 
lime and inftru&ive verfe of our great 
Voltaire : 

(VInjuftice a la fin produit Vinde- 
pendance.) 
And if, by a feries of that reftlefc 
arrogance which never allows thee to 
tafte any other liberty, than that 
which builds hfelf upon the op- 
preffion of thy brethren, you will very 
foon too, O Engliihmen! have to 
lament the lofs of Ireland, fo long 
and fo unjuftly abufed by you 5 
repent ye ; fmite your breads ; 
condemn your/elves, and ceafe to 
accufe your neighbours of pro- 
moting the ftorm, and thofe in- 
finite mifchiefs, wiich yourfelves a- 
lone have drawn upon your unhappy 
country. 

I have proved by your abomi- 
nable proceedings toward us, that yoti 
had no right to expect any thing; 
from us but anathemas and revenge; 
and yet, O Engliihmen, you are th« 
aggreiTors. I have proved, that i( 
France had followed the impulfe of 
her juft refentment, fhe ought to 
have aflifted America, to anticipate 
even, and haften the hour of her in- 
dependence ; and yet, O Engliih- 
men ! you are the aggreiTors. 

I have proved that converting the 
effects of their cbndefcending atten- 
tion to your embarrafled fituation, 
into charges againit the honour of our 
Minifters, you pretend to cover them 
with indelible ridicule, for having 
invariably Mopped with one hand, 
what you accufe them of having en- 
couraged with the other ; and in Head 
of thanking them for the relatively 
trifling advantage derived by Ameri- 
ca, from the feeble efforts of our com- 
merce, you place thefe efforts to the 
account of their perfidy ; even in that 

you 
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you are the ds (honourable and un- 
grateful aggreuors. 

I will not, however, make life of 
aba five language, hisyw manner 
»f defending you Helves, it is known 
to be fo ; and when one has got * . 
fcad reputation, there is certainir at 
leail a title to enjoy the muerable 
privilege* refcking from it. Every 
body knows, that in your ftyle, O 
Englishmen I it is the fame with the 
ftrfidy of France, as the cowardice of 
ibe American*, who have made your 
troop lay down their arms, and have 
driven yon from out their country. 
Arc yon then to be allowed to abufe 
sil the world i 

Buttoreafon falfely, for the /ok 
enjoyment of being infolent ! To 
teafbn falfely in a folemn publication. 
Submitted to the judgment of all 
the reafonera in Europe ! Is not this 
improving upon all the methods of 
toeing infokntf For, in mort, if the 
King of France had entertained the 
defign of fecretly fnccouring Ame- 
rica, he would at leaft have wiftied 
to do it efRcaciottfly ; and in that 
case it requires no depth to difcover, 
that in lending one million fterling to 
the United States, a kind of propor- 
tion at once eilablifhed between the 
money and their paper currency, 
would have fupported the general 
credit, tod emulation ; woulJ have 
4t>creafed the ardour of their foldiery 
by the reality of their pay ; and pro- 
bably would have enabled the Ame- 
ricans, without any other fupport, to 
have put a fpeedy termination to the 
war. An ceconomy, or a liberality 
which would have laved us near four 
fenndred millions (eflivres) which 
our military protection of them has 
already colt us. 

If, therefore, the moral principles, 
or the elevated policy of the King of 
France, prevented him from taking 
that part, it was, becaufe the King. 
young and virtuous, would not con- 
nive at anything which he could 
not property avow. The wh»Ie, of 



his fubfcquent conduct is a proof of 
that aflertibn. But wherefore then 
has this Prince, confefTedry fo j aft, 
renounced fo fuddenly his neutrality, 
to form an alliance with America f 
Hearken to me r reader, and weigh 
well my words. 

After having remained a long 
time a paffive and quiet fpe&a&or of 
the war, the King of France find* 
ing, by the debates of the English 
Parliament, and by the fuccefs of 
the American arms, that in fpste of 
the efforts of the Englifh, for three 
fucceilive campaigns, the force of 
events at length had feparated Ame- 
rica from England. Finding alfo, 
t^at the beft informed perfons in 
England agreed in thinking, and in 
pronouncing, with a high tone, ia 
the two houfes, that it was become 
neceiTary to recognize the independ- 
ence of the Americans, and to treat. 
with them on the footing of equality. 
The King, no longer able to deceive 
himfelf about the real object of the 
Engliih armaments, when he saw 
the people of England loudly calling 
for war againft him, making offers 
of railing a national militia at their 
own expence, and of voluntarily 
furnifhing, from every mire or coun- 
ty, a certain number of foldiers, on 
condition that they fhould be em- 
ployed againft France. Being well 
informed likewife, that the Englifh 
Admirals, who had flatly refufed to 
ferve againft* America, were not- 
withstanding named to the command 
of fquadrons, which could there- 
fore no longer threaten that country. 
Too well apprized, in mort, of the 
millions which England expended* 
and the efforts fhe was making tot 
create divifions as Well in the Con- 
grefs, as hetween the deputies in 
France ; and knowing above all, the 
fecret expectation they had at Lon- 
don, of engaging the Americans, 
by the unexpected offer of inde- 
pendence, to reunite themselves, to 
the Eaglifh againft France, to 

punifh 



Digitized by 



Google 



com- 



Etnifli her £y a bloody and 
ned war, for the three years of 
coolnefs' flic had fhewn towards 
America, and for her refufal to en- 
ter into an alliance : 

Urged by fo many accumulated 
motives, the King refolved, but 
publicly and without difguifc, and 
without declaring war againft the 
Englifh, itill lefs, to make war with- 
out declaring it, as they have eftab-, 
limed the odious pra&ice, without 
even attempting to % open negocia- 
tionjs prejudicial to the Court of 
London, and by a moderate adhe- 
rence to that neutrality which he 
had adopted ; the King, I fay, re- 
folved at length to recognize the 
independence of America, to fdrnv 
a treaty of commerce with the United 
State*; but without excluding any 
peHon, not even, the Englifh, from 
a ftiare of that trade- 
But undoubtedly, if the rules of 
juftice, of prudence, and the atten- 
tion to his own fecurity, did not al- 
low the. King to defer any longer 
that acknowledgement of an ho- 
nourable enfranchifement, and of 
an independence, which the Englifh 
flattered themfelves they mould be 
able to bring in aid, of their fhame- 
ful intention againft us ; it muft be 
acknowledged, at leaft, that no aft 
fo intereitiug, fo great, fo national, 
could, be conducted with more mo- 
deration, candour, noblenefs, and 
Simplicity ; each defcription of cha- 
racter, the very reverfe of that perfidy 9 
,wluch Englifh infolence, and the 
King in his Mtmoire Juftificatif has 
endeavoured to fix on France, with- 
out any proof. 

As for myfelf, whofe . intereft ii 
loft, and vanifhes before fuch im* 
portant interefts ; as for me, a feeble 
individual-, but an enterprizing ci^ 
tizen, a good Frenchman, and a 
iinCere friend of the brave people 
who haye juft fucceeded in fecuring 
their liberty ; if it be furprizing that 
my feeble voice mixes itfelf with the 



ty mouths of thunder, whick 
plead their illullrkjus caufe ; I an- 
fwer that power is only neceflary to , 
maintain wrongs, and that a man i* 
always ftrong enough when he relies 
on reafon* I have fuffered great 
lofTes ; they have made my labours 
lefs ufeful than I was in hopes they 
would have proved to my indepen- 
dent friends ; but as I ought to be 
judged lefs by my fuccefs than by 
my efforts, I dare put in my claim 
to the noble recompence that I Hill 
am promifed, the efteera of three 
great nations, — France — America ; 
— nay, even England. . 
P. A, Caron ds Bkauma*chais. 



York, December 30, 1779, 

At a very numerous and rcfpeft- 
able meeting, of the firit perfons of 
confideration and property in this 
county, held here this day, the fol- 
lowing petition and refolurions were. 
unanimoufly agreed to : 
To the Honourable the Commons of 

Great Britain in Parliament af- 

femhled : 
The Petition of the Gentlemen* Clergy ^ 

and Freeholder j of the County of 

York, 
Sheweth, 

That this nation hath been en- 
gaged for fcveral years in a moil ex- 
peniive and unfortunate war; that 
many of our valuable colonies, having 
actually declared themfelves indepen- 
dent, have formed a ftricl confede- 
racy with France and Spain, the dan- 
gerous and inveterate enemies of 
Great Britain ; that the confequence 
of thofe combined misfortunes had 
been a large addition to the national 
debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, 
a rapid decline of the trade, manu- 
factures, and land-rents of the king- 
dom. 

Alarmed at thediminifhed refources* 
and growing burthens of this coun- 
try, and convinced that rigid fruga- 
lity is now indifpenfibly necelLry i*. 
every department of the State, your 
petitioners 



Digitized by 



Google 



( W4 ) 



petitioner* obferve with grief, that 
notwithstanding the calamities and 
impoverifhed condition of the nation, 
much public money has been impro- 
Vidently fquandered, and that many 
individuals enjoy finecore places, ef- 
ficient places with exorbitant emolu- 
ments, and pennons unmerited by 
public fervice, to a large and IUI1 
cncreafing amount ; whence the 
Crown has acquired a great unconlti- 
tutional influence, which, if not 
checked, may foon prove fatal to the 
liberties of this country* 

Your petitioners conceiving that 
the true end of every legitimate go- 
vernment is not the emolument of 
any Individual, but the welfare 
of the community; and confidering 
that by the constitution of this realm, 
the national purfe is intrufted in a pe- 
culiar manner to the cuftody of this 
honourable Houfe ; beg leave further 
to reprefent, that until effectual mea- 
fures be taken to redrefs the oppref- 
five grievances herein ftated, the 
grant of 3n additional fum of public 
money, beyond the produce of the 
jjrefent taxes, will be injurious to the 
rights and property of the people, and 
derogatory from the honour and dig- 
nity of Parliament. 

Your petitioners therefore, ap- 
pealing to the juftice of this Honour- 
able Houie, do moft earneftly requeft, 
that before any new burthens are laid 
upon this country, effectual meafures 
may be taken by this Houfe to en- 
quire into and correct the grofs abufes 
in the expenditure of public money ; 
to reduce all exorbitant. emoluments ; 
to refcind and abolifh all finecure 
places and unmerited peniions; and 
to appropriate the produce to the ne- 
ceffities of the State in fuch manner 
as to the wiftlom of Parliament fhali 
fcem meet. 

And your petitioners fhall ever 
pray, &c. 

After which the following refolu- 
tions were propoftd, and alio unani- 
mously agreed to, viz. 



ift. Refolved, That the petition - 
now read to this meeting, addreffed 
to the Houfe of Commons-, and re- 
questing that before any new burthens 
be laid upon the country, effectual 
meafnres may be taken by that 
Houfe to enquire into and correct the- 
grofs abufes in the expenditure of 
public money: to reduce all exorbi- 
tant emoluments; to refcind and abo- 
lifh all finecure places and unmerited 
penfions ; and to appropriate the 
produce to the neceflities of the State, 
is approved by the meeting. 

2d. Refolved, That a Committee 
of fixty-one gentlemen be appointed 
to carry on the neceflary cojrefpon- 
dence for effectually promoting the 
object of the petition, and to prepare 
a plan of an affociation on legal and 
conftitutional grounds, to iupport 
the laudable reform, and fuch other 
meafures as may conduce to reftore 
the freedom of Parliament, to be 
prefented by the Chairman of the 
Committee to this meeting, held by 
adjournment, on the Tuefday in 
Eafter week next enfuing. 

The following gentlemen compote 
the Committee : 

Sir G. Armitage, Mr, Chaloner, 
Sir R. Hildyard, Mr. Morrit, Rev. 
Mr. Zouch, Sir. J. Norcliffe, Mr, 
Strickland of Boynton, Dean ofRi- 
pon, Mr. J. S.Smith, Mr. P. Milnes, 
Mr. Croft, Mr. Bell, Rev. Mr. Wy- 
vill, Mr. Hill, Gen. Hale, Mr. 
Smith of Heath, Rev. Mr. Mafon.' 
Mr. Tooker, Mr. H. Dan com be, 
Mr. H.Tfaompfon, Mr. Croft, jun. 
Mr. Duncombe, Mr. Dalton, Mrl 
Strickland of Beverley, Sir William 
Milner, Mr. Hawkfworth, Mr. Wi- 
thers, Rev. Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Fol- 
jambe, Major Ferrand* Mr. Farrer; • 
Mr. James Milnes^ Mr* Law, Mr. 
Edmunds, Mr. Wilfbn. Mr. Jack- 
fon. Rev. F. Dodfworth, Mr. Cra- 
dock, Mr. Carver, Rev. Mr. Mi- 
chel!, Sir Watts Horton, Mr. C. St* 
Quintin, Dr. Dring, Rev. J. Robin. 
fon A Mr. P. Wentworth, Mr. St. A. 

Ward* 
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Ward, Rev. Mr. "Cayley, Dean of 
Vork, Rev. Mr. Bourn, Rev. Mr. 
Comber, Mr. Marriott, Mr. G. 
Elfley, Mr, Pool, Alderman Carr, 
Mr. Barlow, Mr. Thornton, Rev. 
Mr, Dealtry, jun. Mr. F. Smyth,- 
Rev. Mr. Eyre, Mr. Saynes, jun. 
Mr. Garfbrth, and Mr. Hitdyard. 

3d. Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to the 
following Lords and Members of 
the Houfe of Commons, who ho- 
noured it with their presence and 
fttpport. 

Duke of Devcmfirire, Duke of 
Rutland, Marquis of Rockingham, 
Bad of S^brough, Ear! of Effing- 
ham, Earl FitRwifliams, Earl of 
Egremont, Lord John Cavcndiih« 
jjg d_ Lumlcy f ^•ja ffles Lowther, 
" SS^eorge Sa^tgr ^L^LJ^khafiL 
?avendiflu Lor cTG. H. Cave ndifli, 

joodricke, S. Finch , H. Pcirfc,, 
W. WedQ^lir nET^aic^gsTXlL 
^Turngt^, Sir- jr~Pennyman , Q^ 
L jSutton.J Sir I 1 * J& anklandy lihd T. 

^ Franklan<L ' 

"~~4th7T£cTblved, That this meet- 
ing do adjourn to the Tuefday in 
Eafler week next enfuing. 

yth. Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to the Rev. 
Ma. Wyvill. 

6th. Refolved, That the thanks 
of the meeting be given to William 
Chaloner, Efq. Chairman. 

The above meeting was the moft 
numerous and refpe&able ever 
known upon any occaflon. 

MIDDLESEX MEETING. 
January 7, 1780. 

Avery numerous and refpeclable* 
meeting of the firll perfona of con- 
fideration and property in this conn-" 
ty; was held 4 this' day, purfuant to 
an aavertifement from the Sheriffs, 
in the AffemWy-room, at the Mer- 
maid Tavern, Hackney. 

Mr. Sheriff Wright opened the 
bufinefs* by informing the meeting, 

Vot.lX. 



that the Sheriffs had called a meet- 
ing of the county,- in compliance 
with a requisition fignfcd by a re* 
ibeflable" ri amber of freeholders, for 
the purpofe " of confideririgof the 
propriety of entering into refolu- 
tions, and co-operating with the 
noble Lords who formed the Minori- 
ty on the 7th and 15th of Decern* 
tier, on the motion for the 1 retrench* ' 
ment of the Civil Lift, antf foi* cur- 
tailing the public expenditure, Ac." 
This letter being read by Mr. Con- 
ftable, the Deputy Sheriff, the meet- 
ing proceeded to bufmefs, arid cal- 
led Jamea Townfend, Efq. to the* 
Chair. 

Mr. Byng opened the bufinefs. 
He faid he cad not know tillhe had 1 
come to the place, that it would' 
itove fallen to his lot to make the 
proportions to the meeting, and 
therefore he was not prepared tor 
atiddrefs them ; but" he hoped he 
never (houldwant words, when he 
was to fpeak there or elfewhere, for 
the purpofe tX maintaining the in- 
dependence of Parliament. They 
were met, he faid, for a moft im- 
portant purpofe, and at a time when 
nothing bat public fpirit could fave 
this devoted country ; it gave him 
pleafure to fee fuch a weighty body^ 
of freeholders ailembled this day. 

The county of York had taken : 
the lead in this bufineis, and Mid- 
dlefex he faw with pleafure ftand 
forth the fecond in the fame pur- 
ftiit. The amount of the public 
money, unprovidently fquanaered, 
was well known to every man ; 
and he would fpare the feelings of 
gentlemen by not adverting to the 
divifions that had weakened the 
empire, the feparation of thirteen * 
colonies; but he mufl: call to their 
recollection the ufes to which the 
public money was applied. The 
waite of three or four hundred thou- 
sand pounds a year, though a fum 
amply deferring the attention of the 
public, was not the principal griev- 
P ance 
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apce and evil of which the people 
had to complain. It was the appli- 
cation of that fum towards the cor- 
ruption of Parliament. It was the 
deftroying the independence of the 
Reprefentatives of the people ; un- 
dermining the Conftitution, and ex- 
tending the influence of the Crown j 
of which the people did and ought 
to complain. The number of places 
and penfions were not known. The 
red. book indeed gave a tolerably 
large account of the former, but it 
was a fact well-founded, that there 
were many more not enumerated 
there, nor known to the people. 
There was but too much reafon to 
believe the report, which he had 
reafon to believe was well-founded, 
that a paper, on which penfions and 
places were enumerated towards the 
clofe of each Seflion, with innumer- 
able items, were annexed to it, fit 
only for the Royal eye, and on the 
inftant of its receiving the Jignature 
was burnt. It was the duty of the 
people to provide ' againft this fatal 
influence, by the means of which 
the Minuter was enabled to render 
Parliament fubfervient to his pur- 
pofes, and to defeat all the endea r 
vours of thofe Members who, true 
to the interefts of their conflituents, 
called for eftimates of fervices before 
they granted the money, and proofs 
of the jufl: expenditure of what they 
had already given. 

The conduit of the Minified even 
in this Seffions, was a farther proof 
of the neceflity of this meafure. 
Vouchers and information had been 
called for previous to the granting 
of more money, but the requeft was 
treated with contempt — with filent, 
with infolent contempt— ^the queftion 
was called for, and powerful num- 
bers defeated the endeavours of the 
honeft few. He called to mind the 
partiality with which the county of 
Middlefex in particular was oppref- 
{cd by the houfe tax and other 
grievous impofiticms. The free- 



holders of Middlefex were in general 
charged fifteen millings in the pound, 
upon the whole of their property ; 
furely then it was their bufinefs t& 
take care of the remaining five. 
There was no meant of truly fecur- 
ing themfelves ; no means of refen- 
ing their country from the baleful 
effects of Court influence and par- 
liamentary corruption but by with- 
holding their money. This was the.. 
effectual remedy j . for when the 
fource and means of corruption fail-, 
ed, the corruption alfo muft ceafe. 
This, he faid, was no party meafure 
— it was a meafure of great public' 
concern, and they only made it a 
party meafure who withdrew them- 
felves from it. 

He then read the petition and 
moved, that it be prefented to the 
PJoufe of Commons. 

The following is an exact copy of 
tjie petition : 

To the Honourable the< Commons of 

. Great-Britain in Parliament af 

fembled : 

The Petition of the Gentlemen , Clergy, 

. and Freeholders of the County of 

Middlefex, 

Sheweth, 
That this nation hath been en- 
gaged for feveral years in a moft 
expenftve and unfortunate war ; 
that many of our valuable colonies, 
Having actually declared themfelves 
independent, have formed a ftrit~l 
confederacy with France and Spain, 
the inveterate enemies of Great* 
Britain ; that the confequence of 
thofe combined misfortunes hath 
been, a large addition to the nati- 
onal debt, a heavy accumulation of 
taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, 
manufactures, and land-rents of the 
kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminifhed re- 
fources and growing burthens of 
this country, and* convinced that' 
rigid frugality is now indifpenfibly 
neceflary, in every department of 
the State, your petitioners obferve' 

with 
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with grief, tKat notwithstanding the 
calamitous and impoverifhed condi- 
tion of the nation, much public 
money has been improvidently 
fquandered, and that many indivi- 
duals |njoy finecure places, efficient 
places with exorbitant emoluments, 
and penfions unmerited by public 
fervice, to a large and ftill increaf- 
ing amount ; whence the Crown 
has acquired a great and unconftitu- 
tional influence, which, if not check- 
ed, mud foon prove fatal to the 
liberties of this country. 

Your petitioners conceiving that 
the true end of every legitimate 
Government is not the emolument 
of any individual, but the welfare 
of the community, beg leave far- 
ther to reprefent, that until effec- 
tual meafures be taken to redrefs 
the oppreflive grievances herein 
ftated, the grant of any additional 
fum of public money, beyond the 
produce of the prefent taxes, will 
be injurious to the rights and pro- 
perty of the people, and derogatory 
from the honour and dignity of Par- 
liament. 

Your petitioners therefore do moft 
earneftly requeft that before any 
new burthens are laid upon this 
country, effectual meafures may be 
taken to enquire into and correct the 
grofs abufes in the expenditure of 
public money ; to reduce all exorbi- 
tant emoluments ; to refcind and 
abolifh all finecure places and un- 
merited penfions ; and to appropri- 
ate the produce to the neceffities of 
the State in fuch manner as to the 
wifdom of Parliament mail feem 
meet. 

And your petitioners (hall ever 
pray, &c. 
Colonel Miles fuggeftedan amend- 
ment. He faid t.he words " thir- 
teen valuable colonies having ac- 
tually declared themfelves indepen- 
dent/' carried with thein an insinu- 
ation of cenfure againft thofe colo- 
nies for having withdrawn them- 



felves from this country. Now he' 
believed every man was fenfible that 
America would never have with- 
drawn herfelf from Britain, unlefs 
driven to it by the madnefs and the 
folly of the prefent Adminiftration. 
He therefore moved, that there be 
inferted after the above words, 
*' driven thereto by the conduct of* 
the prefent Adminiftration." 

Mr. Grieve intreated his worthy 
friend to confider, that unanimity 
was not only moft denrable, but ne- 
cefTary in the prefent crius, and that 
it would be very unwife to afame 
any degree of violence, that would 
tend to divide the friends of free- 
dom. The county of York had 
made temper and coolnefs the rule 
of their conduct, and avoiding re- 
trofpection to pail blunders ; they 
had involved all descriptions of men 
in the refolutions to which they had 
agreed, and had taken up no mea- 
fure that did not include the moft 
evident tendency to futuft good. 
Jletrofpection to pail folly, in this 
moment, could do no good. 

He, for his own part, was con- 
vinced, as well as the Cblonel, that 
the Americans were driven to inde- 
pendency by the prefent Admini- 
ftration. Many others thought fo, , 
but all might not think fo. Many ■ 
good men had differed in the outfet 
of this unhappy war, and though 
they were generally convinced at laft 
of its iniquity and madnefs, it might 
now be offenfive to the feelings of 
fome gentlemen who had been roifled 
by the hired writers of the Court, 
who had been paid immenfe fums 
from the money extorted from the 
people, for the abominable purpofe 
of deceiving them into their own de- 
ftruction. Let us then, fays he, 
give additional ijrength to our firm- 
nefs by temper. 

Let us invite al! men to join us, 
and accept, with thanks, thofe who 
come at the lateft hour. Minifters 
dared to call for unanimity in a bad * 

? z v caufe; 
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<$¥fe; with. how math more pro- 
priety and earneftnefs ought we to 
look for And court it in a good one ? 
The projpolitiou contained in the jpe- 
tjtion was plain, intelligent, and in- 
controvertible ; it appeared, happi- 
ly, to meet the general approbation, 
and include tfieTent^ments, of every 
independent man. 

* Mr. Wood, member for Middle- 
fex, rofe to exprefs his approbation 
of Mr. Grieye's prapofaf, and his 
wHhes that the meeting would ad- 
here, as'cfofeiy as poffible, to the re* 
folutiohs pf the county of York. 

Colonel lyiiles withdrew his mo- 
tion : and the queflaon being put 
for the 'petition, it wa$ carried, */- 
mine contradUeutc 

\ Mr." Baker now addrefled the 
meeting. He faid, that, to jireji 
validity and fuccefs to this petition. - 
and that it might not be treated 
with infbleht neglect; it was judged 
neceffary to come to fome farther 
refolutions,' fimilar to thofe agreed 
to by the county of York. He faid 
tie reafori why the former petitions 
of Middlefex and other counties had 
failed of fuccefs was, that they had 
not followed them up, and given 
them fupport, either py afrociations 
or refolutions of fome ftrong nature. 
He therefore moved, 

. "' That this meeting do approve 
o£ a national ailbciation, on legal 
and conltituuonal grounds, to pro- 
mote a reform in the expenditure of 
public money, to reduce all exorbi- 
tant emoluments, to refcind and 
aoolifh all finecure places and un- 
merited peniions, and to reftore and 
fecureto the people the freedom and 
independency of Parliament, as in- 
diipeniibly neceflary to the welfare 
of the Static/* This resolution alfo 
pafled unanimously. 

He then moved, M That a Corn? 
mittee of fifty-three gentlemen be 
appointed to carry on the neceflary 
correfpondence for effectually pro- 
moting the otyeft o( thepcuuon t 



and to propofe apian for mm mffoeia* 
tie*, on legal and constitutional 
grounds, to fupport that laudable 
reform, and fuch other meafures a* 
may conduce to reftore the freedom 
of Parliament. To be pre/enied by 
the Chairman of the CommVtee to 
this meeting, to be held by adjourn- 
ment at Free Mafon's Tavern, on 
Tuefday the 1 1 th of April." This 
refolution alfo pa/Ted Ainanimoufly. 

The following gentlemen were 
pxopofed to be the Committee ; 

Mr. James Townfend, Mr. Tyflen, 
Sir James Lowther, Mr. Wood, Sir . 
William Gibbons, Mr. Prefcott, - 
Mr. G. Fofter Tuifnel, Mr. Galli- 
ard, Rt. Hon. T. Townfhend, Mr. > 
Plnmer, Mr. Baker, Sir Philip Muf- . 
grave, Mr. Byng, Mr. T. §cott, 
Mr. W. PhilHmore, Col. Mile*, 
Lord Middleton, Sir James Penny* 
man, Mr. Cha. Woodcock, Mr. 
Colhoun, Mr. R. Mackay, tylr. Si 
Scott, Mr. Ben. Hayes, Mr. W» 
Scott, Mr. J. Home, Mr. Byron, 
Mr. Bellas, Mr. R. Tayler, Mr. 
D. Crofts, Mr. Toole, Sir Thorn** 
Fran kl and, Mr. Treacher, Mr. 
Serj. Bolton, Rev. Dr. Hen. Allen, 
John Arnold Wallinger, Mr. Sprain- . 
ger, Mr. Lad broke, Mr. Grove, 
Mr. Erflcine, Mr. Grieve, Mr, Bar- 
roneau, Mr. H. Berners, Sir Ben. 
Truman, Mr. J. Scott, Mr, Ala- 
veine, Mr. W. Huffey, Mr. T. 
Wood, jun. Rev. Mr. Bromley, Sir 
Geo. Warren, Mr.Lovell, Mr. F. 
Byron, Mr. J« Vauehan, Sir J* 
Hales, Mr. Greenland.. 

Mr. Grieve now called the atten- 
tion of the meeting to a very im- 
portant propofition. He offered it, 
he faid, with humility ; it came from, 
his own mere notion ;--- he had com?: 
munica^ed it to no, one, and he knew 
pfnoperfon who would fecond itt 
though he hoped and relied that it • 
would not only be feconrfed, but ac* 
ceoted by the meeting, at large. He, 
fa;d, the public were not, to learn that 
Juie^ng wri^i t a^d r-unjnerf qf Ad*, 
miniftration^ 
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wiflifcrttioa, were employed and paid 
to revile public virtue, and to laugh 
patriotifm and zeal,, &r the prefer- 
vatiofl of our rights, out of counte- 
nance. Thefe men, in their wri- 
tings, which were circulated with 
taejnoft crisninalinduftry, dared to 
affwt, in their endeavour* to reduce 
all men to the ftandard of their own 
Wbnefs and corruption, that there 
yas not an honeft man left in the 
kingdom. .He had no delicacy in 
applying ftrong epithets to men, 
who, when they ufed fuch unworthy 
arguments, fealed their own eternal 
reproach. The arts, the practices 
of thefe wretched characters, were 
well known to this meeting; — they 
had poifoned the fources of informa- 
tion, and had deluded the public. 

They had thrown the moft abu- 
fivc and fliameful calumny on a fet 
of men the moil illuftrious and re- 
fpeclable that ever flood forward in 
iefence of their country. He, for 
his own part, had for a feries of 
years attended to their conduit in 
a : humble line indeed, and attached 
particularly to none of the great 
chara&ers who compofed that op- 
noiition ; but, from the obfervations 
he had made, he was convinced 
that there never was a fet of men 
a$uated by nobler principles, nor 
better deserving the gratitude, the 
efteem, and the fupport of the pub- 
lic. Ife addrefled the meeting now 
merely as one, of the people. 

Every man of honefty and dif- 
cjfrxunent was called upon, by every 
tie of gratfrude and juftice, to coun- 
teract the afperfion* that were falfely 
thrown upon thofe illuftrious cha- 
racters, who, in oppofition to every 
temptation of avarice and ambition, 
nay, even combating with public 
error, had nobly ftruggled to fave 
the people even in, fpite of them- 
felves. He was fully convinced, 
that the great body of the people 
would have pxeferved the fame uni- 
{bonify of optaionVtfuoughout, had 



not the utmritinduftry been exerted 
to abofe the public, and deceive 
them into the profecution of tkoJb 
meaftres, which now came fa fatally 
home to their feelings. 

In proportion to the wicked is* 
duftry of the enemies of die country, 
it became a duty on the friends of 
the confutation, as induftrionfly a* 
attract the public attention to the 
merits of thefe men,, wfcofe fcmneft 
and integrity had been proved, an* 
who now ofiered the anoft folem* 
pledge of an effential reform, whe- 
ther in or oat of power* By their 
condud they had riven the public 
fuch afluranoe of their re&uide, at 
well as ability, that they had planted 
in the breafb of all thinking men, 
the higheftfenfe of obligation, con- 
fidence and hope. It was therefore, 
he faid, incumbent on every body o£ 
men to teftify their approbation, and 
beftow their tribute of thanks where 
they were fo juftly due. He there- 
fore moved, 

" That it is the fenfe of this meet- 
ing, that fuch Members of both 
Hoofes of Parlitme«, as have done 
juftice to their country, by fnggefU 
ing and fapporting the above necef- 
fary nieafure, and mail continue to 
fupport the fame, by giving that un- 
equivocal proof of their fincere at* 
tachment to the welfare and interefta 
of the people, are highly deferving. 
the public gratitude and aflc&ion c 
thereby eftablifhing the moft folid 
claim to the applanfe and confidence 
of their country, and enfuring w 
themfelves the ready concurrent* 
and effectual ce-operation of the 
freeholders of (his county." 

Mr. Hayes feconded this motion, 
and faid r that one proof out of many* 
of the difintereftednefs of their con- 
duct, appeared in thib i— that fevera^ 
of the peribns who compofed thir 
oppoiition had feparated themfelves 
from Adminiftrarion^ and given up 
places of high truft and emolument 
on account of their principles* 

the 
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: The motion was received with the 
jnoft Qiiattimous concurrence and ap- 
jrfzufr. 

The following refblutions we're 
psfled mem, con, 

" That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to the following Noble- 
sen, who have honoured it with 
their prefence and fupport : his 
1 Grace the Duke of Portland, Earl 
j Harcourt, Lord Craven, and Lord 
' Beaulie*/* 

" " That the thanks of the meet- 
ing be given to the Sheriffs and the 
Ghaiiman." 

A motion was now made to ad- 
journ the meeting to the 24th of 
February then to receive the plan for 
tie aflbciation from the committee. 

Colonel Miles {aid he hoped that 
only one plan would be adopted 
throughout England ; and that it 
was not meant, by meeting previously 
to the meeting of York, to bring 
forward an unconnected plan. 

Some converfation arofe on this,- 
which wa* concluded by Mr. Home, 
who observed, in a lhort fenfible 
fpecch, that, to reconcile the trifling 
difference of opinion, and at the 
lame time to fhew that it was the 
wiffi of the county of Middle fex to 
follow the county of York, who had 
the merit of leading the way in this 
important meafure, he-would propofe 
the adjournment to be to fome fhort 
' day after the York meeting 5 and 
that, in the interim, die committee 
might commence their correfpond- 
ence, and ad in concert with that 
county. 

This propofal was accepted, and 
the meeting (lands accordingly ad- 
journed to Tuefday the nth of 
AprO, at the Free Mafon's Tavern, 
Great Queen-ftreet. 

The meeting ccnfifted of a body 
of men of the greateft opulence and 
comfideration in the county, and 
there were many letters fignifying 
the approbation of gentlemen who 
unavoidably atjfenu 



[Hampfhire did thefame, January 
7» >7»o0 

CHESTER. 

At a meet ing of tbe gentlemen, 
clergy, and freeholders of the coun- 
ty palatine of Chefter, held at Nor* 
wkh, in the fa*d county, on the 13th 
day of January, 1780, 

Refolved, That is is the opinion 
of a majority of this meeting, that it 
is expedient a petition be prefented 
to Parliament. 

A petition being propofed by 
Philip Egerton, Efq. was, with 
fome alterations, agreed to* 

Mr. Jodrell, the High Sheriff, 
mentioned with great propriety and 
eloquence, his reafon for affembling 
the county. He recommended flrong- 
\y to the gentlemen a perfect unani- 
mity, and hoped no party fpirit, or- 
reflexions on Minilters, would inter- 
fere with the bufinefs of the meeting j- 
he then moved, that a Chairman 
fhould be appointed. Sir Harry 
Mainwaring was unattlmoufly re- ' 
quefted to take the Chair, which he 
accepted of. Mr. Egerton, of Qui- , 
ton, then rofe, and in a fbort and 
pointed fpeech, mewed the ruinous 
flate of this country, and the necefG- 
ty of every independent man exert- 
ing HLrnfelf to fave i:„ He propofed, 
that a petition fhould be prefented 
to Parliament, that thry would be 
pieafed u abolifh all finecure places 
and unmerited pensions, and reduce 
all exorbitant falaries; 
• He defired the Chairman woo! 4 
read one he had in his hand, which, 
from its moderation, he imagined, 
could not m?et with arty oppQlition. 
Previous to the reading, Mr. Tolle- 
marine, in a very fpirited manner, 
reprobated the idea, that Minifters^ 
who had brought this country to the 
verge of deftrudtion, fhould be 'ex- 
empt from cenfure. He declared 
himfclf an independent man, be- 
longing to no party, but actuated 
merely by patriotic motives. He 
conceived", 
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tohceived, a meeting of this fort 
quite competent to judge of the con- 
duct of Adminiflration, and that it 
was the duty of every man, in times 
like the prefent, to fpeak out. He 
,, attributed our diftrefles to the incapa- 
7 city of Lord Northland the uncon- 
f ftitutlbnal influence of tlie Crown, 
which governed a corrupt majority 
j in Parliament. The High Sheriff 
rofe again, and declared he did not 
mean to dictate to the county, and 
exprefled his deteftation of the con- 
dud of Miniftry* 

The only objections to the peti- 
tion, were the prefent critical fitua- 
tion of affairs; and that our ex- 
pences copfidered, the f^ving of one 
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, 
was an object not worthy attention. 
Mr. Toltemache agreed to the in- 
fignifkancy of the fum, when com- 
pared to the many millioas we were 
walling ; but contended, that as it 
would weaken the enormous influ- 
ence of the Crown, it would tend to 
reftore t'ie freedom of Parliament. 

He was followed by Mr. Pennant, 
who in a clear and concife fp p ech, 
in which he displayed an accurate 
knowledge of public affairs, eafily 
refuted all his opponent's argument . 
* Sir Harrv Mainwaring, the Chair- 
man, then propofed, that a petition 
to effe&uate the purpofes above men- 
tioned, mould be prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons. This motion. 
Was received with the greateil ap- 
plaufe. Mr^Cr^g, thf> only coun . 
ty member prefent, (Mr. fc-gerton's 
health not futfering him to attend) 
then came forward, and profefled his 
readinefs to follow, in every refpeft, 
the directions of his conftituertts and 
was unwilling to give any opinion, 
having attended the meeting merely 
with a view to receive their induc- 
tions, and obey their commands, 

The petition was then read and 
£gned by all prefent, fix excepted : 

Mr. Crewe theii faid, that xf gen- 
tlemen were defirflus that this refor- 



mation mould takeplioe, he hoptd 
a Committee might be appointed, 
from whom he might receive ia&ruc- 
tions, and to whom he might report 
the fate of the petition. 

A Committee was accordingly ap» 
pointed to fit on the 20th of April, 
at the Shire- Hall, in the CaAle of 
Chefter, 

At the above meeting were nam* 
bers of freeholders, of confidently 
property, who, from the fixe 0/ the 
room, coald not gain admittance; 
They exprefled the greatest approba- 
tion of the tneafure, and of thofc 
noblemen, and gentlemen, who ex* 
erted. themfelves to protect their 
rights and property. 

Many gentlemen of property, who- 
could not attend, expreffed by letter* 
their approbation of the purpofc of 
the meeting. 
¥# the Hsn, tie Ccmmttu of Grrat- 

Britain in Parliament affhnbled* 
The petition tf the Gentkmen y CUrgy 9 
and FreebvUtrs tf tb* Csmmty Pm- 
latint ef Chefter t 

Sheweth, 
That your petitioners, having 
taken into confideration the diftreS 
fed ftate of this once flowming 
empire, humbly beg ieave to re- 
prefent to Parliament, that nndrr 
the many and heavy burdens with 
which your petitioners hare been 
loaded, they cannot but obfcrvewkh 
concern, that no attempt has yet 
been made to reduce unneceflary 
expences 9 either by the abolition of 
finecure offices and unmerited pea* 
fions, or by any other means what- 
ever ; fo that while the landholder, 
merchant, and every other defcrip- 
tion of independent men in this 
country, are every day feeling thr* 
diftrefles of this unfortunate war, 
the placeman and penfioner are the 
only perfons exempted from the ge- 
neral calamity. 

Your petitioners, therefore, implore 
Parliament, that they will not grant 
any farther taxes, before a Ariel at* 

teattqn 
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ttntio* ttf ceoa n e mr, and a plan for 
tjye red«ffibnL of all placet of exor- 
bijUUtfjeypQlttmgnt, and the abolition 
of finecnre; offices and unmerited 

Snfions be adopted, and that the 
ring* arifing: therefrom be applied 
to; die expenses of carrying on the 
*«r agaift&the Houfe of Bourbon, 
' and other exigencies of the State. 
Yroar petitioner* aHb confider it 
ampoffibto for our happy conftitution 
tCk eaoft, unle& Parliament be inde- 
fft&knt ; and we cannot but feel the 
«£mo& uneafincfs at thofe fymptoms 
that have appeared to- the contrary, 
and which,prove the neceflity of ex- 
«ioding;certain defcription* of place- 
men, penfioners, and contractors. 
Wfealfe hope Parliament will take 
fm& meafare* to, check the inter- 
ffceuceof Minifters in tkeelection o t f 
Members to ferve in Parliament. 
And your petitioners (hall ever 

i * ay* &*- . 

HURT FO RD. 
. At a very refpeclable meeting of 
the gentlemen* clergy, and freehol- 
dewof the-coonty of Hertford, held 
«nr Monday, January 17, at the 
3hirerhftjtt£e in the town of Hertford, 
tho-fbJkwHtg petition wa* refoived to' 
b^jprefented tn Parliament : 

[The Pditim and t<w* firfi Refill 
tie** *n tbt Jam at tbofc of Turk. 

The following gentlemen compofe 
the Committee : 

George Jennings, Efq. Lord Grira- 
flon, Lord Ahhorpe, Lord G. H. 
Caveadift, Mr. Plainer, Mr. Halfey, 
S<r Ab. Hume, Mr. Baker, Mr. 
&yng« Mr. Radclifre, Mr. Lytton, 
Mr. R. Baker, Mr. Chifwell, Hon, 
|0r. GrimAon, Mr. Scare, Mr. Byde, 
Mr. W. Hale, Me. N. Calvert, Mr. 
Pjefcptt, Mr. Morland, Mr. Meet- 
kerke, jun. Mr. Carter, Mr. French, 
Mr. Mackay, Mr. J* Scott, Rer. 
Mr. Trollope, Rev. Mr. Street, Mr. 
I>junfler, Mr. PhiJIimore, Mr. Gape, 
Mr, Rogers, Mr* R$ading,a;lr; Cli- 
tharuw»,Mr. Hale Wortham, Mr. 



Culling Smith, Mr. G. Hsnkm, 
Mr. Warreo, Mr, Fordham, Mr. J. 

Fordhaoi. > 

Refoived, That this Committet do 
meet at the Shire-houfe in the town 
of Hertford, on Saturday the 19th 
inftant. 

Refoived, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the High She-- 
riff, for the readinefs {hewn by himr 
in calling this meeting of the county, 
upon the requisition made to him for 
that purpofe. 

Refoived, That the thank* of th?a 
meeting begiven to thofe gentlemien 
who made th> requisition to the High - 
Sheriff. 

Refoived, That the thanks of this 
mee ing be given to Willian> Plumcr , 
and Thomas Halfey, £fqrs. Repre- 
fentatives in Parliament for this cOun- 
v ty, for their fteady, upright, andTr 
independent conduct in Parliament./^ 
Keiolved, That the thanks of tht*/ 
meeting be given to George Jen-' 
nings, Efq. the Chairman* 

Refoived, That this meeting do. 
adjourn to Monday the 17 th of April 
next. 

Gaoaoa Jsknimgs, Chairman* 
At twelve o'clock Mr. Sheriff Ba- 
ker opened the bufinefs, by inform-- 
ing the gentlemen auembled, that he 
had called them together in con/e- 
qnence of a requisition made to him 
for that purpofe, by fourteen gentle- 
men of the county. 

George Jennings, Efq. was called . 
to the chair* 

Nkholfon .Calvert, Eiq. ftsttdwhat 
had been done at York and other 
places; and urged the neeeffity of' 
doing the fame in HerUbrdmire. 
The times called for the interposition * 
of the people. Miniftcrs had; been* 
guilty of great mitcondud ; he con- 
demned tie American war 1 fpoke- 
highly of the late Lord! Chatham, 
with whom he had fat many years in 
Parliament, and had fupported hiat 
meafures, which had raifed this cote- 
try to a rank of dignity, chantfic*; 
and refpeel unknown before. His 
fucceffors 
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tfocccffbrs were men of oppofitc prin- 
ciples ; they had weakened, impove- 
xifhed, and difmembered the empire. 
The influence of the Crown was be- 
come alarming and dangerous ; the 
integrity of Parliament was afrecled 
by it; the number of places in the 

fift of the Crown, enjoyed by mem* 
ers of Parliament, was fufficient to 
create a very juft fufpicion ; but 
when it was rccolJe&ed, that all the 
late meafures, though directly con- 
trary to the intereft of the nation, 
were fupported and carried on by a 
majority in Parliament, it was more 
than fufpicion, that fuch majority 
was under the influence of the Crown, 
*vas corrupt, was bought. To {hew 
that this majority was in the hands 
of the King, and not the often fible 
Mimfter, he produced two or three 
inftances where the Minifterhad been 
left in a minority ; when any of the 
King's confidential friends had chofe 
to take a leading part, and had not 
informed the Minifter of their defign. 
In former timrs, he faid, if a Mini- 
fter had been in a minority, that cir- 
cumftance would have turned him 
out ; but in thefe times, he was fup- 
ported by the King alone. After 
enumerating the various placemen in 
the Honfe of Commons, he came to 
the expenditure of the public money ; 
which, he faid, was prodigally thrown 
away; and mentioned the army ex- 
traordinaries particularly ; which, 
during the firrt four years of the Ame- 
rican war, he faid, amounted 10 a 
greater fum than the extraordinaries 
in the nine years war of King Wil- 
Ham, and the eleven years war of 
Q«een 4"ne. Millions were yearly 
voted, and raifed, without enquiring 
how they were expended. The coun- 
try was greatly impoverished, and it 
was high time that the people mould 
think of their own fafety, and the 
fafety of the little that was left. The 
petition he held in his hand was the 
Tame that the great county of York 
'.had agreed upon, 'after a uueconfi- 
Vol.IX. 



deration of the very alarming and in- 
difputable fafls he had mentioned, 
and of the calamities an4 diftreiTes of 
the times. He read the petition, and 
moved that it mould be prefented to 
Parliament. 

^ W. Hale, Efq. ieconded the mo- 
tion. 

^ Lord Cranbome faid, as to the pe- 
tition itfelf, he had no objection to 
make ; but wimed to know whether 
any thing farther was intended. 

W. Baker, Efq. faid, he appre- 
hended that fome refolutions were 
intended to be offered to the confide- 
ration of the gentlemen prefent. 

W\ Plumer, Efq, faid, if it was in- 
tended to go no further than juft to 
prefent the petition, he mould he 
againft the petition ; for he thought 
the meafure would not be regarded ; 
the petition would be ordered to lie 
upon the table of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and no farther notice would 
be taken of it. 

Mr. Carter faid the fame. 
Mr. French the fame. He thought 
the applying the falaries of ufelefs 
places, and unmerited penfions, to 
the public fervice, was fupporting 
Government. . , 

Mr. Prefect faid the fame, tfe 
thought the petition and refolutionB 
of the county of Vork, highly pro- 
per and neceifary ; nothing he though 
marked the public diftrefs ftrpnger. 
That an exorbitant intereft had been 
given laft year by the Minifter for 
money, and that this year he mult 
give the fame, if not more ; the dif- 
ficulties in borrowing were incfeafed. 
What fecurity was there for the len- 
der ? Nothing but the land. The 
produce of the finking fund was de- 
creafed this year one ihird. Confe- 
quently, where the fecurity was fmall, 
and precarious, the intereft muft be 
high in proportion. 

The Chairman put the queftion 

upon the petition, when every hand 

(there boing about three hundred 

and forty of the principal perfons of 

Q^ the 
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the county prefent) feemed to be held 
«p for It ; but upon the contrary be- 
ing put, there were five hands againft 
it; upon which, about half a dozen 
perfons^ hiffed, but Mr, Baker, and 
after him, other gentlemen blamed 
the rudenefs of thefe few ; which did 
not laft above a moment; and die 
£ve gentlemen faw, that the perfons 
who had taken- the lead in fupport- 
jng the petition, totally difapprov- 
ing of it, no farther notice was taken 
ofir. 

Major Houblon faid a few words 
in favour of carrying on the war. 

The refolutions were then moved 
by Mr. N. Calvert, and were fecond- 
' ed by Mr. Hale. 

J. Calvert, Efq. declared himfelf 
againft the refolutions. He was for 
fupporting Minifters in the profecu- 
tionofthepreferitmeafures. Thought 
the war againft France, &c. ought to 
be carried on. The country was far 
from being exhaufted or impoverifh- 
ed ; there were many and great re- 
sources in it. Spoke highly of the 
King, and his virtues ; of his giving 
up the Civil Lift revenues, ana con- 
defending to accept eight hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum, inftead 
of them. 

W.Baker, Efq. thought the laft 
gentleman mould have named the 
xefources he had fpoken of. For his 
own part, he thought the country 
to be in a very diftrefled and im- 
poverished condition ; and as a proof 
that it was fo, the late taxes, he faid, 
had all tamed out to be unprofit- 
* able ; either our refources were ex- 
baufted, or the Minifter was fo ig- 
norant, he did not {enow, them ; for 
the taxes he had impofed, during the 
jaft two or three years, had fallen 
greatly fhort of the fums they were 
laid at. ' , 

George Byn& Efij. faid, there 
was a fyltem laid down, and regular T 
lypurfued by the Court, from the 
moment of his prefent ^ajefty's ac- 
ceffion. The firft ftep was doubling 



the Lords and Grooms of the Bed- 
chamber, feveral of whom were Lords 
and Members of Parliament; and 
county Members, he believed, for the 
firft time, were brought to accept 
of the poft of Groom of the Bed- 
chamber. 

This and many other inftances of 
corruption, and the influence of the 
Crown over Parliament, he held to 
be dangerous tathe honour, and de- 
ftrudiive to the independence of Par- 
liament. The Civil Lifthelikewife 
remarked upon. The debts of the 
Civil Lift had been twice paid by 
the people, and the income of the 
Crown had been increafed. No- 
body knew how thofe debts were 
incurred, nor how the money was 
expended. 

The article of fecret fervice might 
be neceflary for the purpofe of gain- 
ing intelligence, paying fptes, &c« 
but that belonged to the Secretary 
of State; yet in the papers, fuch as 
they were, which were produced to 
Parliament, and which he had ex- 
amined, he found considerable fuma 
paid to Mr. Robinfon, the Secretary 
of the Treafury, for fecret fcrvtecfi 
Paying for intelligence he approved 
of; but fecret fervice money to Mr. 
Robinfon, he reprobated and con- 
demned. 

Lord Cranborne faid he oppofed 
the whole bufinefs as unconftitu-? 
tjonal, and as dangerous to Govern- 
ment. If e faid, he was an indepen- 
dent man, and would enter his proteft 
againft all that had been done, if he 
£ood alone in it. 

No farther opposition being made, 
the refolutions were feverallyput and 
agreed to, upon the thanks of the 
meeting being given to the Members 
for the county. ' 

W. Plunder, Efo^. declared he was 
extremely happy to find his conduft 
in Parliament had met with the ap- 
probation of his conftituents; that 
fhey might be aifured, he had no 
private mtereft (o gratify, ttyu bit 
" * ' futurfl 
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^future conduct mould be like his 
part, perfecliy difmterefted, and 
itridly independent. 
; T« Kalfcyt Efq. made a dectara- 
tion to the fame purpofe ; happy, he 
faid, that his conduct in Parliament 
had received the approbation of fo 
refpe&*ble a meeting. 

Mr. Byng faiti t that a report hav- 
ing been propagated, that one of the 
county Members (meaning Mr, Hal- 
fey) intended to decline at the Ge- 
neral Election, he mentioned the rc- 
port> he faid, to give that gentleman 
an opportunity of confirming, or 
contradicting it. 

Mr. Halfey faid, he was exceeed- 
i*gry obHged to Mr. Byng, for af- 
fording him the opportunity of con- 
tradicting fuch report, by declaring 

- he mould think himfelf highly ho- 
noured, by continuing in the fcrvice 
of the count>% in the next Parlia- 
ment ; and hoped, as- his pad con- 
duel had received their approbation, 
he mould again be efteemed worthy 
of their choice. 

_' Both the Members were highly ap- 
plauded. It was next moved, that 
an account of the proceedings of the 

1 meeting be printed, and figned by 
the Chairman. 



/. 




The following is a copy of the 
Pr gjeit^ againft the _Hertfordwire 

the noblemen, gentlemen, 
clergy, and freeholders of the coun- 
ty of Hertfordy whofe names are 
hereunto fubferibed, do hereby pro- 
teft againft the proceedings of certain 
noblemen, gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders of faid connty, at a 
meeting fammoned by the Sheriff 'of 
Hertford (hire, and held at Hertford 
this 7th day of January, 1780, for 
the following amongft other reafons : 
Firft, Becaufe we apprehend the 
true fenfe of the county cannot be 
collected, nor the matters propofed 
duly examined in a meeting of this 
nature, fo new in its form, and fo 



void of regularity, or any known or 
eftablifhed authority, 

Secondly, Becaufe many anertiona 
are made in the petition propofed to 
beprefented to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, in fupport of which no proof* 
have been adduced at the meeting. 

Thirdly, Becaufe the petition ap- 
pears tb us to convey infiuuatious in- 
jurious and difrefpectful to Parlia- 
ment, and dangerous to the Conflitu- 
tion ; and rendered more fo, as it is 
accompanied by refolutions explana- 
tory of the intentions and purpofes 
of it. 

Fourthly, Becaufe that part of the 
petition which relates to the grant- 
ing fupplies appears to us to be an at- 
tack upon the rights, privileges, and 
freedom of the Commons of Great- 
Britain in Parliament aflembled. 

Fifthly, Becaufe we conceive tbit 
the petition and refolutions are cal- 
culated to produce diffidence and 
fufpicions in the minds of his M&- 
jefty's fubjects, at a time when una* 
nimity and confidence in Govern- 
ment are effentially neceffary to flip- 
port and invigorate the exertions of 
State, in our defence againft the moft 
formidable attack that has ever been 
made on his Majefty's dominions. 

And, Sixthly, We do moft parti- 
cularly proteft againft the, refolutions. 
for appointing a Committee of Cor- 
xefpondence, apparently tending to 
over-awe the LegiAature, by collect- 
ing and combining the factious dif- 
c on tents of the feveral parts of the 
kingdom into one fyftem, upon 
which to found powers, and to in- 
troduce meafures inconfiftent with, 
and fubvertive of, our prefent happy 
Conftitution, and to eftablifh a plan 
which appears to us to lead to the 
greateft calamities which can befall 
our country, viz. infurrection, con- 
fufion, and anarchy r ^ g 

C ran borne, Melbourne, Sandwich, 
Eflex, ^ Clarendon, Marlborough,^ 
Marchmout, Maiden, Hyde, for the 
2d, 4th, 5th and 6th, LionelLyde, 

Q^a Charles 
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Charje* Cocks, Jacob Houblon, RcL 
Emmott, Efq. Fred. Young, for the 
( 5th and 6th,. J. Church, William 
strode, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 6th, 
Rd. Willis, Efq. Rd, Parkins, Wm. 
Baldock, F, C. Nicholb, fen. F. C. 
Nicholls, jun. H. Y. Worthan, J, 
Heavyfide, C- Deleat, For 5th and 
6th, J. Bennet, J. Wefhope. Rev. 
*S. Hare, Rev. J. Rooke, R. Taylor, 
Rev. J. Strode, Rev. Mr. Chelhire, 

"Rev. Mr. Thelwell, Salifbury, 

'Rev. Mr, Spooner, Rev. J. Leppeat, 
*Rev. J.Wheeldon, J.Atkinfon, Mr. 
Langford, Mr. Hare, Mr. T. Kit- 
,chen, Henry Edwards, W^ Walley* 
J.Wilkinfon, T.Fitzjohn, R. Cap- 
per, T. Deacon, J. Ailway, J. 
;Dyfon, G. P. Ehret, Rev. F. Evans, 
Richard Phrip, F. Clutterbuck, S. 
Smith, S. Salter, J. Kingfton. S. 
< Howard* D* Howard, E. Howard, 
C, M* Hardmg, W. Smith, J. 
Leman, J. Hunter, for ad, 3d, 
4th, 5th and 6th, Rev. Mr. Wilmot, 
A." Cutler, Alderman of Hertford, 
Rev. Dr, Bueford* Rev. P. Ellice, 

i, Michee, for jth. and 6th, M. 
ennet, Rev. T. Bathudr, G. Pem- 
,- broke, Rev. Mr. Briggs, h Handley, 
John Blackwood, Efq. Rob* Alfop, 
efq. Alderman of London, Mr. Wm. 
Hanfcomb, Ben. Rooke, Efq. with 
others* , 



( ; $ u s s t E x., 

Lenvesj Jan* ZQ, 1780. 

At a very numerous and refpe&a- 

' bje meeting of the Nobility,. Gentry, 

* Clergy, Freeholders, and other In- 
' habitants of the county of Suffe^, 

held ^t the Tpwn-halC ia Lew«, 
this day, purfuant to notice given 
by the Lord Xientenant, in the 

' Lewes Journal^ and other .public 

', paper?, for that pnrpofe. 

The Tetter to the High. Sheriff to 

call a meeting,' and alio the High 

Sheriff's arifwer thereto, were read. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That Wil- 

' Ham Frankland, Efq.. be requefted 
to take the chair, and -he took the 

* chair accordingly* 



Refojved, That m :tae prefent 

fixation 0/ public affairs, k is ex- 
pedient, that this couAty ibould pe- 
tition the Houfe of Common* for re- 
drefy of grievances. • 

Refolved, That a Committee be 
appointed to prepare a petition to 
Parliament, confifting of the follow- 
ing' gentlemen, viz. 

Godfrey Webfter, Efq, Rev. Mr. 
D'Oyiey, William Green, of Fin- 
don, Efq. Sir Geo. Thomas, Bait. 
William Smith, Efq. Will. Green, 
of Lewes, Efq, Harry Piickbam, Efq. 
Steph. Lafhington, Efq f: Rev. Mr. 
Tripp,, Rev. Mr. Bayley, William 
Mill Leeves, Efq. Qeorge Tfro»as, 
Efq. John Aldridge, Efq. Thomas 
.Kemp, Efq. John Serjeant, Efq. 

The Committee then withdrew* 
and being returned, produced the 
following petition : 

To tb* Hon. the C#*fn**l of : Gn*$- 

Eritain in Parli*me*$ *£kmbUd : 
Tbs bumble Frtftian of tbe Noblemen* 
Gentlemen, Clergy t Freekolders^ **t 
»tbtr Inhabitants of tksCaumty of 
Sufsx.. ■>':'>. 

Sheweth, 
That your petitffliws cannot vieir 
the rapid decline of the BLritrm em- 
pire, without calling upon this hon- 
. ourable Houie, byevery tye .pf^on- 
. our, intereft, and religion, to avert 
the ruin that menaces this lately pro- 
fperousa#d happy nation, by atimely 
exertion of thofe powers witjv wJucjt 
. by the Con&utioo, this Honourable 
Houfe' is inverted. 

That among tbe many caufes 
whickhave contributed t/o produce 
our prefent. calamitous fuuatioa (all 
of which, we truft, this Howurabie 
Houfe will fpeedily inveilig;ate aad 
redrefs); your petitioners , beg- leave 
. to pouit out the ncgleft of public 
. ceconomy as a grievance which is ca- 
pable of receiving, ajid 4 ana *£ xn 
need of, immediate remedy. 

That your petitioners conceive the 
fyftem of chance, as at prefent efta- 
Llifhed, to be of moft ruinous ten- 
dency 
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tfency, the national debt being there- , 
by io greatly augmented during • 
war, ana io little reduced during 
peace, that it increafes- without end, 
and cannot therefore .be fupported 
by any finite, much lefs by dimi- 
njtfhed refource*. 

That your petitioners are alarmed 
by the praclife of Government, in 
J&ying falfe eftimates before Parlia- 
ment, by thofe eiHmates being con- 
stantly exceeded, and the patting the 
' public accounts inconceivably delay- 
ed for many years by the extrava- 
, £ant waite of public money, the ex- 
iftence of pennons unmerited by 
public fervice, and the continuance 
itf finecure places and exorbitant 
emoluments of office, to an immenfe 
and 1H11 encreafing amount. 

Your petitioners therefore lament, 
the difufe o£ the ancient practice of 
. appointing Commiflioners of ac- 
, counts from time to time, for the 
examination of the public expendi- 
ture, which might have prevented 
, the growth of thofe evils. 

That your petitioners bel ieve , 
that the undue influence of the 
Crown, deriving its-greateft fupport 
from the uncontrouled pofieffion of 
the public purfe, is a principal caufe 
,-cf our prefent calamities, and is 
kighly dangerous to liberty. 

That your petitioners think it 
their duty, to acquaint this Honour- 
able Houfe, with the diftreffes which 
your petitioners f^el from the lofTes 
in trade, the decay of manufactures, 
the diminilhed value of lands* the 
. kigh prke of money, and the in- 
creafe of taxes ; they are fo univerfal 
and fo heavy, that unlefs the utmoft 
frugality be exerted to keep our bur- 
, thens within the flrift limits of ne- 
ceffity, it will be impoflible for the 
people to fupport thofe extraordinary 
exertions, -which a vigorous profecu- 
tioaof the war againft France and 
Spain may req uire. 

Your petitioners, therefore, hum- 
Wjr pray and firmly expert that this 



Honourable Houfe, in difcharge of 
th« high truft repofed in them, will 
take effe&ual meafures, that money 
fupplied with fo much difficulty frota 
the private fortune or indullry of the* 
fcbjeft, may be faithfully and fru- 
gally applied to the purpofes for 
Which it is granted; that fuch re- 
gulations may be eftablifhed as mail 
bring the public expenditure to 
fpeedy and ftri& account; and that 
fome plan for the reduction of ail 
exorbitant emoluments of ofEoe, aal 
the abolition of all finecure place* 
and unmerited penfions be adopted. 
That by thefe means the danger- 
ous and unconstitutional influence of 
the Crown may be diminifhed, and 
the burthens of the people alleviated. 
And your petitioners further pray, 
that no frefh fupplies may be grant- 
ed, or new taxes laid on the fubjeft, 
until thefe, their juft grievances, are * 
redrefled, in fuch manner as xo the 
wifdonv and j ftice of this Honoura- ' 
ble Houfe (hall £eem meet. Aai 
your petitioners (hall ever pray* 

Which, being read and Jecondei, 
panned in the affirmative, with onl/ 
five diffenting voices. 

Refolved, that the members of 
this county be requeued to prefent 
this petition. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed, by this meeting, to every indi- 
vidual of this county, who wiihe* 
for a continuation of the liberties of 
the nation, to fubferibe this petition* 
Refolved, That a Committee be 
appointed for giving every legal 
and conftitutional fupport to this 
petition. 

The faid- Committee to coajifi: of 
the following gentlemen, viz. 

William Frankland, £% Duke 
of Richmond, Lord Egremont, LbrI 
Abergavenny, Lord George Lea©*, 
John Luther, Efq. Charles Goring, 
Nathaniel Polhill, Efq. The" Hay, 
Efq. Sir Harry FeatherUonhangk, 
Bart- John Trayton Fuller, Efq* 
Sir Harry Goring Baxt* fjon. John 

Trevor, 
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Trevor, f£fq. James Goble, Efq. 
Hon. Thomas Pelham, Efq. Mr. 
Serjeant Kemp, Sir John Brewer 
Davis, Knt., Nath. Tredcroft, Efq. 
John Paine, Efq. John Challen, 
Efq. Tho. Steele, Efq. Richard 
BetteSworth, Efq. John Norton, Efq. 
Bingham Newland, Efq. Rev, Mr. 
Buckner, John Backfhell, Efq. Rev, 
Mr. Webber, Walter Smyth, Efq. 
Charles Buckner, Efq. Rev. Charles 
Smith, Michael "Dorfet, Efq. Rev. 
Henry Peckman, Will. Richardfon, 
Efq. Rev. William Woodward, CoL 
Harry Blunt, Samuel Blunt, Efq. 
Rev. Mr. Tredcroft, Hen. Jackfon > 
Efq. Hen. Humphry, Efq. William 
Board, Efq. William Brereton, Efq. 
John Cranfton, Efq. Rev. William 
Wheatear, Sir Godfrey Webfter, 
. Bart. Rev. Geo. Bethune, Rev. Mr. 
Shenton, James Lloyd, Efq. Rev. J.' 
Atlrinfon, Major Bifliop, Sir The 
Miller, Bart. Hon. Ch. Wyndham, 
Hon. Mr. Neville, Hon. Mr. Geo. 
Neville, Geo. Lewes Newnham, Efq. 
Rev, Mir. Tripp, Steph. Lufhington, 
Efq. Rev, Mr. Bayley, William Mill 
Leeves, Efo. Geo. Thomas, Efq. 
John Aidridge, Efq. Tho. Kemp, 
Efq. John Serjeant, Efq. Godfrey 
Webfter, Efq. Rev. Mr. D'Oyley, 
William Smith, Efq. Will. Green, 
of Findon, Efq. Sir Geo. Thomas, 
Bart. William Green, of Lewes, 
Efq. Harry Peckham, Efq. 

That the faid Committee be de- 
fired to write to every Member of 
Parliament reprefenting the city and 
borough of this county, to folicit 
their fupport in Parliament to this 
petition. 

Refolved, That the faid Commit- 
tee be requefted to confider of, and 
prepare a plan for a general aflbcia- 
tioa of this county, for fupporting 
the grounds of this petition, and 
lor reftoring independency to Par- 
liament. 

Refclved, That the faid Com- 
mittee be defired to correfpond with 
die Committees of other counties 
for this purpofe* 



Refolved, That feven of die (ktd 
Committee do conflitute a qooTum - f 
that they cfo meet this evening, and 
have "power to adjourn, from time to 
time, as they {hall think proper. 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to his Grace 
the Duke of Richmond, for calling 
this meeting. 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Earl of 
Egremont, the Lord Abergavenny, 
and to Lord George Lenn»x, Tho. 
Hay, John Luther, Charles Goring, 
and Nathaniel Polhill, Efqrs. who 
hrve honoured this meeting with 
their prefence, and have fteadily and 
uniformly perfevered in fupportmg 
in Parliament the confHtutionai 
rights of the people* 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to WilHanr 
Frankland, Efq. the Chairman, fbr 
his ready acceptance of the Ghair ; 
and alfo to Godfrey Webfter, Efifc. 
who moved v the above refolutions. 

Refolved, That the proceeding* 
of this day be printed in the Lewes, 
Journal, and fuch. other papers as 
the Chairman mall think proper,, 
authenticated under his hand. 

Refolved, That this meeting be 
adjourned till Thurfday the 13th 
day of April next, at the Town 
Hall in Lewes, in order to receive the 
report of the faid Committee. 

W. FaANKLAND, Chairman. 

SURREY. 

January 21, 17 80.' 
There was a large and respectable* 
meeting of the Nobility, Gentry,' 
Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
county of Surrey, at Epfom, thi* 
day, to confider of a petition to 
Parliament on the prefent Situation 
of public affairs. At one o*cl6ck, 
James Bourdieu, Efq. the Sheriff^ 
opened the bufinefs of the meeting 
by reading; the requisition made to 
him for calling it ; who defiling the 
Freeholders to chufe a P-iefident out 
of their own body, Sir Francis 

Vincent 
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Vincent, Bart.. by univeHalconfent, 
was elected Chairman. Mr. Bud- 
gen then moved a petition, which 
being {Seconded by Sir Richard 
Hotfiun* was, on the queftion, una- 
nimouHy approved of. Sir Robert 

^ Clayton, Bart, then moved a Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence, which was 
Seconded by Mr. Trecothick, and 
met with univerfal approbation. 

The names of fifty-fix gentlemen, 
for fttch Committee, were then read, 
and approved of; after which the 
thanfcs of the county were given to 
the. Sheriff, for his readinefs in cal- 
ling the meeting. Sir Robert Clay- 
Jon then moved the thanks of the 
coapty to James Scawen, Efq. and 
Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Bart, for their 
parliamentary conduct, which, being 

" Seconded, was alfo unanimoufly a- 
greed to. The Members then re- 
turned thanks for the honour done 
ibem. The thanks to the Chairman 
were then unanimoufly given, and 

. aHo to fuch Nobjemen and Gentle- 
men of the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment as attended the meeting; and 

. the whole bufinefs of the day ended 
with the moil perfect unanimity and 
concord, after firit adjourning to 
meet again at Epfom, on Friday, 
the 14th of April next. 

The above meeting was attended, 
amongfl "others, by the following 
Noblemen, Sec. 

The Earl of Suffolk, Lord King, 
Earl of Tyrconnel,' Lord Vifcount 
JJulkeley, Lord Vifcount Middle* 

, ton,. Sir Francis Vincent, Sir Wil- 

. liam Abdy, Sir Robert Smith, Sir 

. Mark Parfons, Sir Robert Clayton, 
Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Sir George 
Warren, Sir Richard Hotham, Sir 
Thomas Kent, Mr. Wood, Mr. 

. Scawen, Mr. Jacob WilkinfOn, &c. 

Sir Francis Vincent acquainted 
the gentlemen prefent, that he had 
juft received a letter from the Earl 
of &mngham, whkh was read, ex- 
tjrcffiye ff his full approbation of 



the meeting, and apologizing ftr 
his abfence in Yorkshire. 

The Committee then came to a 
refolution, empowering SirJPrands 
Vincent to tranfmit to the Chairmaa 
of the York meeting an account of 
the resolutions agreed to, and to ex- 
prefs the readinefs of the Committee 
to co-operate with fnch plans as fhall 
be judged neceflary to obtain the 
great objects recommended by their 
refpective petitions. 

The following is the petition and 
refolutions agreed to : 
¥0 the Honourable the Commons if 

Great -Britain in Parliament of- 
* femhlei: 
The Petition of the Gentlemen, C?*rgy 9 

and Freeholders of the county of 

Surrey, 
Sheweth, 

That your petitioners, in com- ' 
mon with others, the proprietors of 
lands, and inhabitants of this king- 
dom in genera!, labour under the 
preffure of new and burthenfome 
taxes, year after year, impofed for 
the purpofe of difcharging the grow- 
ing intereft of an already enormous, 
bat (till accumulating national debt. 

That this nation hath been en- 
gaged for fever^T years in a moil ex- 
penfive and Unfortunate war ; that f 
many of our valuable colonies having 
actually declared themfelves inde- 
pendent, have formed a ftrict con- 
federacy with France and Spain, the* 
inveterate enemies of Great-Britain ; 
that the con&quences of thefe com- 
bined misfortunes hath been a large 
addition to the national debt, a 
heavy accumulation of taxes, a 
rapid decline of the trade, manu- 
factures, and land rents of thtf king- 
dom ; and that your petitioners are 
juftly alarmed at the diminution of 
the refources of this country at a 
time when they feel their burthens 
daily and grievoijfly increafing. 

That they humbly conceive that 
of the enormous Aims levied for the 
pretended neeeflrtiesof Government, 
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* much fmaller proportion would 
anfwer all the purpoies of its real 
exigencies ; and that, thefe extraor- 
dinary demand* upon them are ap- 
plied to (which they humbly fubmit 
therefore as the immediate" and vi- 
able caufe of their prefent griev- 
ances) the fupport of divers perfons, 
whofe emoluments of office are en- 
ormous, of divers others pofTefTed of 
Superfluous and unneceflary places, 
of a numerous lift of undeferved 
p enfions, and of many hitherto un- 
explained and unauthorifed ferviceff, 
from which, at the fame time that 
«n enormous and unconftitutional 
influence is derived to the Crown, 
your petitioners conceive that no 
adequate benefit accrues to the pub- 
lic, and to the farther maintenance 
and fupport of which* under the 
preient diminution, of the rent* 
of land-owners, and the otherwise 
impoverifhed condition of them, 
and of the inhabitants of the king- 
dom in general, they find them- 
fclves no longer equal. 

Your petitioners therefore, fink- 
ing as they thus are, under burthens 
every day increafmg, and the alarm- 
ing confideration of their once ample 
sefources, continually diminifhed, do 
luxmbly appeal to and implore the 
jjui&ce of this Honourable Houfe, 
earneitly intreating them to inter- 
pofe their authority on fo momentous 
an occafion (before any farther 
burthens are laid upon this country) 
fey enquiring into and correcting the 
many flagrant abuies in the expendi- 
ture of public money, by a timely 
' xeduclion of the exorbitant emolu- 
ments of many efficient offices of the 
State} by a total abolition of all 
inneceffary places and unmerited 
pennons, and by applying the pro- 
duce thereof to the exigencies of 
fhe State alone, in fuch manner as to 
the wifdom of Parliament fhall feem 
beft calculated for thepurpofes of its 
future fuppcrt, and for efieftually 
lettering dts ancient dignity and 
•*rgouXi' > ' 



Refolved, That a Committee of 
fifty-fix gentlemen be appointed to 
carry on the neceffary correspond- 
ence for effectually promoting the 
objects of the petition, and to pre- 
pare a plan of an aflbciation, on le- 
gal and conftitutional grounds, to 
fupport that laudable purpofe, and 
fuch other meafures as may conduce 
to reftore the freedom of Parliament, 
to be prefented by the Chairman of 
the Committee to this meeting, to 
be held by adjournment on Friday 
the 14th day of April next, ami 
that any feventeen of them be * a- 
quorum* 

The following Noblemen and 
Gentlemen costpofe the faid Com- 
mittee : 

Names of the Committee. 
Sir Fran. Vincent, Bart. Eari of 
Tyrconnel, Lord Vifc. Bulkeley, 
Lord Vifc. Middleton, Sir William 
Abdy, Sir Robert Smyth, Sir Robert 
Clayton, Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Sir 
George Warren, Sir Rich. Hotham, 
Bart. Sir Thomas Kent, Mr. Wood,. 
Mr. Bugden, Mr. Trecothick, Mr. 
Scawen, Mr. B. Bond Hopkins,. 
Mr. W. Rowles, Mr. Atwood Wig* 
fell, Mr. J. Fofler, Mr. R* C. 
Smith, Mr. Hollingworth, Mr* P„ 
Hollingworth, Mr. Gill, Mr. Bettae 
Mr. Atkins, Mr. Boulton, ' Rev* 
Mr. Manning, Mr. P. G. Webb, 
Mr. Tooke, Mr. Rufe, Mr. J, 
Bourke, Mr. Hodgkm, Mr. Chilton, 
Mr. Burt, Mr. Rhodes, Mr, Keene, 
Mr. J. Bourdieu* jun. Mr. T. 
Hurft, Mr. J. Scott, Mr. Hudfon, 
Mr. Rum, Mr. Hayes, Mr. J. D, 
Garthwaite, Rev. Mr. Cooper, Rev> 
Mr. G. Allen, Mr. NichoHs, Mr f 
Rowed, Mr. Hamond, of Hayling, 
Mr. Thomas, Mr. J. Si Lomax, 
Mr. H. Gill, Mr. Petriward* Mr* 
T. FaiTett, Rev. Mr. C. Green, 
Mr.Wilkinfon, Rev. Mr. Wigfell. • 
Refolved, That the thanks bf 
this meeting be given to the Sheriff** 
for the readinefs Ihewn by him in 
calling the meeting of the county.. : 
Re&lved, That the thanks of this 
meeting 
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meeting be given to James Scawen, 
Efq. and Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Bart. 
Representatives in Parliament for 
this county, for their fteady, up- 
right, and independent conduct in 
Parliament. 

Rcfolved, That the thanks of 
this, meeting be given to the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, Members of 
both Houfes or Parliament, who at- 
tended this meeting. 

Refblved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Sir Francis 
Vincent, Bart, the Chairman. 

Mr. Budgen introduced the peti- 
tion with an animated fpeech on the 
abofe of monies granted by Parlia- 
ment in being fqoandered away on 
placemen and penfioners, inftead of 
being properly accounted for, and 
concluded by reading* the peti- 
tion. 

Sir R. Hotham faid, I am of opi- 
nion, no period ever called more 
loudly for public ctconomy ; and 
the mode now meant to be purfued 
is open, candid, decent, znd truly 
enftitutienaL Who will difpute the 
fubjecVs right to apply to Parlia- 
ment, or the authority of Parliament 
to interpofe ? I mall only beg leave 
tarneftly to recommend good humour, 
unanimity, firmnefs, and ftrong per 
ftvtramce ; keeping fail hold, and 
fdlpofleffion, of moderation. Thus, 
under Providence, we fhall in due 
time conquer our enemm y aggran- 
dize our country, and nanddown 
liierty and freedom , won by our fore* 
fathers, who fought for them,bled and 
died for them, and dying, left them 
in charge with us to deliver to our 
children pure and untainted. 

Mr. Trecothick was warm in fup- 
port of the petition, and ftrongly re- 
commended harmony, firmneis, and 
refolntion, as the only means of fuc- 
cefi in the prefent cafe. 

Sir R. Clayton faid there was an 
abfolute necemty of petitioning, and 
aotonlyfo, but of auociating, and 
wrryinr on a correfpohdence with 

Yot.lX. 



other counties, to endeavour, ifpef* 
fible, to prevent the improper ex- 
penditure of the public money ? and 
moved, that a Committee be appoint- 
ed to meet at ftated periods. This 
was . feconded, and unanimously a- 
greed to. 

Mr. Hayes faid, he doubted not 
but that the Miniftry would ailedge, 
that corruption was neceflary, and 
without it, Government could not be 
fupported ; but he hoped every nerve 
would be ffcrained to reduce that cor- 
ruption as much as poffible. 

Mr. Scawen, in reply to the mo- 
tion of thanks for his parliamentary 
conduct, faid he always had, and 
ever fhould, exert his abilities in 
fupport of public liberty. 

Sir Jofeph Mawbey took this op- 
portunity to return thanks for the 
favourable opinion of the freeholder*, 
in enuring him their Representative $ 
he acknowledged his own inability 
compared to others, but declared no 
one could act more difintereftedly 
than himfelf, and that he was de- 
termined at all times to oppofe any 
meafure which appeared to him ini- 
mical to the privileges of the people; 
and as he was of opinion that the 
meafures which have been, and are 
at this time, adopted, are injurious 
to the conftituents of the nation at 
large, he fhould fteadily and unre- 
mittingly oppofe them. 

Sir Jofeph Mawbey laid great 
ftrefs on the conduct of fome Mem-* 
bers of Parliament, who in private 
company had frequently declared 
their fentiments, which proved dia- 
metrically oppofite to their votes in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

The principal gentlemen of the 
county afterwards dined at the Spread 
Eagle, where the healths of the 
members, fuccefs to the petitions, 
and many other toafts were drank. 

The petition was figned by. the 
greateft part of the company -mrho 
dined at the Spread Eagle, and is 
to be left in different parts of the 

R comity, 
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c^ant^, to give an opportunity for 
all who approve to fign it. 

An aathmntU muoumtof tbt Muting 

at Huntingdon* 
Extm&^fa bitter from Hantinfdon, 
Jan. 20, 1780. 
My dearord Priend, 
I am juft returned, from our af* 
fembly^room, and fit down to give 
you an account of the county meet* 
iag> which your gout and the fevere 
weather prevented your attending. 
You have feen, no doubt> the ap- 
plication to the Sheriff, which was 
ijl thefe words : — ** Sir, The pre- 
lent Hate of the Britifh empire, the 
alarming principles on which the 
government, of this kingdom has of 
late years been condu&ed, the enor- 
mous burden* we labour under, and 
the exorbitant penftons and * fineeure 
places granted to Members of Parli- 
ament, call loudly for redrefs. That 
tne . freeholders of this county may 
be enabled td coafkler of thefe mat* 
ters, exprefs -their- feelings, and*fig- 
nify their wtfhes to Parliament* we 
requeii you to call a general meeting 
eft the county, as foon, as it can be 
held with convenience/* 

The High Sheriff, Mr. Fellows, 
returned: the following polite an- 
Iwer :— *« The High Sheriff of the 
county of Huntingdon presents his 
refpe&ful compliments to, Sir Robert 
Bernard? and the other gentlemen 
who figned the requenVfor a general 
meeting, of the county, begs leave 
to aiTure the gentlemen, that a day 
mall be appointed for that purpofe 
mgrtt&bh to their dijires" 

Soon after which, Mr. Fellows 
caufed the following extraordinary 
advertisement to be inferred in the 
public papers : 

, " HuntingdoBihire. — At the re- 
queftpf^jw* gentlemen and clergy 
of trip* county of Huntingdon, no- 
tice.is hereby given, that a meeting 
h appointed to be held on Tuefday 
the 3C*tb -day of 'January inftunt, at 



the AfTembly-room in Huntingdon, 
at eleven in the forenoon, to take- 
in to con ft deration the prefent ftaco 
of public affairs, iri order to form 
aiv Addrefs to Parliament. 
William Fellows, High Sheriff.'* 
The appearance and conduct of 
Lord Sandwich at the meeting thia 
day, and the Sheriff's known con- 
nexion with his Lordfliip, left no 
doubt concerning the author of this 
little pitiful trick of an advertke- 
ment to addrefs. That it wa* in- 
tended- to miflead the county is evi- 
dent ; and that it had that effeel is 
plain, from a letter which the Duke 
of Manchefler received from Dr. 
Watfon (the King's Profeflor of Di- 
vinity, at the IMverfity of Cam- 
bridge) and read this day at the 
meeting a* follows : l 

Cant&ridre f Jang, 17861 
" My Lord Duke, 
«' Ae Regius. Profeflor of Divi- 
nity, I have no inconsiderable pro- 
perty at Somermam. ilohferve m 
meeting is advertifed for an- Addrefs 
to Parliament. If the addrefs be de- 
fignedto convey the moft diftant ap- 
probation of- the public meafures, 
which have been carrying on- for 
feveral years; I mould be glad to 
have an opportunity of giving -it a 
hearty negative. If a petition is 
meaned on the plan of the Yorfc- 
ihire petition, I wifh it all poffible 
faccefs, and hope it will be properly 
attended to. I take the liberty of 
Signifying, this to your Grace, be- 
cause indifpenrHJle bufuief? in the 
Univeriity, on tfhe day^ appointed ftr 
the meeting, wilF prevent my attend-* 
ance at Huntingdon ; and if th* 
opinion «f an abient man can have 
any weight, I mould be happy t« 
have mine expreifed by your G*ace. 
I am, Set. 
Richard Watsoh^" 
Netw&hftanding the very "fevere 
and unfavourable weather, there was 
a very .. tiumerous and refpeftable 
meeting of* this cointy. Thatyo* 

may 
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ma?4jnage of the attendance, I will 
gi*f^»a as^good a lilt of the gentle- 
men*** both fides, as my memory 
can haihly furnifh. 

There appeared on the fide of the 
petition, the Duke of Manchefter, 
Earl Fitzwilliam, Earl , ludlow, 
Lord Geo. Cavendiih, Lord Fred. 
Cavendiih, Sir Robert Bernard, Sir 
Gillias Payne, Mr. Richard Rey- 
nolds, Mr, George Thomhill, Mr, 
William Pym, Mr. William Geary, 
*Mr. -Rogers Parker, Mr. John 
Green,- Mr. Watfon Powell, Mr. 
James Ruft, Mr. James Townfead, 
Mr* HufTey Aprke ; Dr. Hopkins ; 
Rev. Mr. F. Hopkins, Rev. Mr. 
£>evie, Rev. Mr. Cranwell, Rev. 
Mr. B. Hutchinfon, Rev. Dr. Dic- 
kens, Rev. Mr. Whifton, Rev. Mr. 
Pery, Rev. Dr. Negus, Rev. Mr. 
Maddock, Rev. Mr. Littlehale, 
Jlev. Mr, . Charles Sharrard j Cap, 
Barnes^ Mr. John Gray, Mr. John 
Champion, Mr. Jonathan Gorham, 
Mr. Payne, Mr. Sam. Hopkinfbn, 
Mr. . Thomas Woodward, Mr. E. 
Billett, Mr. Thomas Dexter, Mr. 
John Hawkins, Mr. John Saunders, 
Mr. John Allprefs, Mr. Jofcph 
Barnes, Mr. George Brighty, Mr. 
William Elger, Mr. T. Serocold, 
Mr. Beaumont, and very many other 
perfons -of property. 
• There appeared againft the pe- 
tition;, Lord Sandwich, Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty. Lord Hinchin- 
broke* his fon. Lord Bro widow. 
Sir George Wombwell, Chairman 
of the Eaft- India Company* and 
Contractor. Sir Thomas Hatton. 
General Clarke. Mr. Peregrine 
Cull— of affidavit memory. Mr. 
Browne, fon of the KingV Gar- 
idener Capability* Mr. March. 
.Mr. Dingley Afkham. Rev. Mr. 
.Cook, Chaplain of Greenwich 
holpital. Mr. Maule, of Green- 
wich hofpitah Mr. Godby, of 
Greenwich hofpital. Rev, Mr. 
.TroUope.-r-He has two fons in the 
wvyj oneia the Kite cutter, another 



in the marines. Mr. Hunt, 4f°* 
thecary (Mayor of Huntingdon) Mr. 
Laurence, Alderman of Hunting- 
don, Mr. Arundell, Alderman of 
Huntingdon, and Receiver of Lori 
Sandwich'* fee-farm rents. Mr. 
Deibrow, Alderman of Hutingdon; 
He has two fons in the .navy iepart^ 
ment, a*donein the port-office. Mr. 
Smith, Apothecary, Alderman jof 
Huntingdon, and Receiver of the 
window lights. Mr. Green, Alder- 
man of Huntingdon, and Purfer in 
the navy. Mr. Godhy, Alderinan 
of Huntingdon, Steward to , Lpr4 
Sandwich, and a beef-eattr . tp the 
King. Mr. Palmer^ Comnuffioaer 
of the navy-office. Mr. James, Sur- 
veyor of window-lights. Mr. Jao}t_- 
fon, Receiver ofWalfts and Strays pa 
the high feas, under direction of .th*: 
Admiralty, and late fuftrj^U Re- 
ceiver for the county ; together wit& 
a number of others, who, like the 
new-made Baronet, Sir George 
Wombwell, and the Grttnwicb nun, 
have barely property enough in the 
county to qualify them to vote for 
Lord Sandwich's election purpofes. 
As foon as the room was full, thft 
High Sheriff took the chair, which 
alfo, without appointment to it, he 
took care to keep throughout th* 
meeting; not recollecting at thai 
time (I fuppofe) that the badnefc of 
his fight made him very improper fctt 
that offjee. H^opened the meeting 
by reading the advertiiement. 

Mr. Reynolds, with great iBodefty^ 
but with becoming firmnefs* zeal*; 
*nd ability, ftated the condition of 
the country, its enonhoos increaunfc 
debts, the waile and profufion in the 
expenditure of public mtfney, th* 
unconfcionable emoluments of pfr 
fice, finecure places, corrapt and 
unmerited penfions, laviih contra&K 
&c. and their con fequencesi ah all- 
grafping and fatal influence. b£ tho- 
Crown, and withholding of the paWi* 
accounts. He propofed and en^ 
fprced, as a remedy, and as kheonly 
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probable or ooflible mean* of pre- 
venting mifchief violence and blood- 
fhed in the nation, a petition fimi- 
lar in all points .to - that of York- 
Aire and Middlesex, 

The petition was then read by the 
Sheriff, and was read a fecund time 
by Mr. RufL 

Mr. Browne (a young Counfellor, 
fon of Capability Browne, who was 
brought down by Lord Sandwich in 
his own coach, for the purpofe) then 
ftepped forward. He gave hi* 
hearty diffent to the petition ; he 
Condemned fuch meetings ; he de- 
dared them to be, at leaft, highly 
improper, if not illegal and criminal ; 
he faxd that the Parliament . alone 
have a right to enquire into the ex- 
penditure of public money ; he faid 
there was no proof of any mifcon- 
duct or profufion before them ; there 
was no proof, or probable fufpicion, 
of corruption in the country ; it 
was a mere vague funnife : he faid 
thefe petitions tended to anarchy 
and confufion : he faid the people 
had intruded their Reprefentatives in 
Parliament; and fince they were fa- 
tisfied, the conftituents ought to be 
lb too ; they had delegated their 
right of judgment, and ought to a- 
bide by the opinion of their Mem- 
bers, -r — [The young gentleman's 
brief mult certainly have been de- 
ficient upon this point ; it ought to 
have informed him, that the Mem- 
bers of this county hold diametrically 
opjiofite opinions.] — He faid unani- 
mity was abfolutely neceflary for the 
State ; it was unfair to arraign Mi- 
nisters before they had time to carry 
their plans into execution ; that the 
Minifters had excellent plans (excellent 
young man l^^but they had not yet 
time to mature them : he faid that 
our arms had lately met with the 
moft brilliant and important fuc- 
cefs : he bad them remember our 
triumph at Savannah, remember 
Omoah: he faid that it was una- 
nimity did every thing for us under 
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Mr. Pitt's adminiftration ; and there- 
fore if the petition mould be carried 
at this meeting, he would ceminly 
enter his proteit agaioft it* 

Lord Sandwich followed his young 
counfellor. He faid the petition con- 
tamed flat contradictions ; it would 
have the war againft the Houie of 
Bourbon carried on with vigonr, and 
yet would flop the fupplies to Govern- 
ment, by which alone - it could be 
carried on. He faid the petition 
tended to anarchy and cosuufion ; 
though he did firmly believe that the 
motives and intentions of the gen- 
tleman who applied for the meeting 
were perfectly pure and difintereited, 
and he was ready to acknowledge 
what he confeffed he faw, that a 
great majority of the property of the 
county was then prefent in the room. 
He alfo added that the prefer* war 
had been a very fuccefsful one ; and 
the meeting was improper and ille- 
gal. 

Mr. Townfend exprefled fome in- 
dignation that the iirifc Lord of the 
Admiralty mould infult this county 
by telling its freeholders that they 
have no right to petition. He de- 
fired the gentlemen prefent to ob- 
ferve, that in the very lalt year three 
millions of money had pailed through 
that noble Lord's hands, under the 
title of navy debt, or extraordinaries 
of the navy, unexplained and unac- 
counted for. He faid he was glad 
t his Lordfhip was now prefent either 
to contradict the atfemon, or to ac- 
knowledge and explain it. He faid 
there was not any contradiction in 
the petition ; it only fays to Ministers 
account clearly for the money you re- 
ceive ; fpend it fairly ; do not take it 
from our pockets to put it in your 
own. He faid it was with a very ill 
grace that Lord Sandwich, who was 
one of 1 the principal objects ©f the 
propofed inquiry, mould attempt to 
baffle all inquiry. He faid fee was 
not however furprifed at his conduct. 
The ntuation and connexions of the 
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§erttleman-(Mr. Smelt) who oppofed 
rtw p etition at York, and the fitu- 
«ttm of tire- noble Lord who now 
opjjofed it at Huntingdon, mewed 
phiniy the fentiments of thofe who 
ruled the country, and were matter 
offerious alarm to the nation; an 
obftinate perfeverance in thofe fen- 
timents, and in this conduct, would 
iafkliibly and neceflarily produce 
' that anarchy and confufio'n which a 
compliance with the prayer of the 
petition conld alone obviate and 
prevent. 

Sir George Wombwell faid the pe- 
tition breathed flat contradictions, 
tended to create . diviiion, to ilop 
/applies, to rain the country The 
leaders of thefe meetings, in the dif- 
ferent counties^ were very refpec- 
table, the divifions therefore the 
more dangerous ; he believed the 
g**tlemen meant well, but they were 
fadly miftaken be could aflure them. 
He faid very great things had been 
done already in this war. Pondi- 
cherry had been taken, 'the French 
upere driven out of the Eaft Indies ; 
there was no French fhip, no French 
flag at Tea at this moment 5 the Eng- 
lish -fleet now rode triumphant and 
ummolefted : were there ever greater 
foecertes in any war than had been 
in the two laft years ? there never 
-had ; he defired any one to mention 
them : out of 72 St. Domingo men, 
only 22 had got fafe into the French 
ports; whilft we had 17 Eail-lndia 
ihips; lately arrived with an immenfe 
treaiure. Gentlemen, (faid he) I 
alfo fpeak tojatts, there never was 
inch a trade in this country as at 
prefent. We are mailers of the Eaft- 
ladies ; we have a territorial re- 
venue from thence oi four millions 
* year. We are maftcrs of the fea, 
the French dare not fhew a flag. As 
for the emoluments of office, they 
ought to be ample, they have been 
welldeferved. * As for the e.vtraor- 
dinaries gentlemen talk of, thev have 
been agkatei in Parliament, Vfcich 



is the only proper place, and every 
thing appeared very fair, though 
they were narrowly watched; we 
were very well fatisfied in Parliament 
I aflure you ; and therefore I think 
this ought to be the £rft county to 
check thefe proceedings, and put a 
flop to petitions, which lead to no- 
thing but anarchy and confufion, 

Mr. March faid he was a private 
freeholder; but he objected to th« 
petition, becaufe k interfered with 
the rights of Parliament men, and 
feemed to be a fort of direeW them, 
and giving a law to them, which he 
thought was wrong. 

Mr. Rufl faid, that the Miniffay 
were more intent and more likely to 
deflroy the liberties of their country, 
than to conquer its enemies ; that 
placemen increafed in proportion 
Only. to the increafing diflreifes of 
the country. He faid he fpoke Jii, 
feelings. I apprehend, faid he, that 
Mr Wombwell is one of thefe con- 
tractors we have reafon to complain 

°a j* a £P rehend hc is himfelf inter- 
red in the queilion, receives emo- 
luments from Government as well, at 
the noble Lord who firfl brought him 
into this part of the world. 

Mr. Wombwell defired to know 
what the gentleman meant by thia 
perfonal attack, and whether Jie 
meant him or not, and feemed very 

K^ n S ° mC ° f hlS ^^ds tOld 

Mr. Ruft, that he was Sir Geor«s 
Wombwell. Oh, I beg his par- 
don, faid Mr. Ruft, I forgot thathe 
was made a Baronet- Well then, Sir 
George Wombwell. 

The Duke ofManchefler here in. 
terfered, and flopped all farther al- . 
tercat ] on - His Grace faid, he had 
attended the meeting as a private 
freeholder, and being Lord Lieute- 
nant of the county, mould not have 
fpoken a word there, had not the ex. 
ample been fet him by thefirft Lord 
of the Admiralty. He faid,< there 
had often been bad miniiters and 
bad raeaittm i* fomer times, but 

Hev«r. 
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m c v er TbcR as the prefent. He had 
'4A& it in tie Houfe of Peers, and be 
would now lay it here ; it was his 
iftoere belief, an4 his perfuafion, 
that if the prefent meafuree were per- 
iifted ini. his.tMajjefty's throne could 
mat long ftand. The people would 
<Lo vwell /to be temperate, but they 
matt be £tm and refohrte. . Gentle- 
men were very fond of the imputa- 
tions of amarcby and tvnfufhny they 
were the t>ld cant words in all 
countiies <ob fimiiar occafkms at ail 
throw : the petition, inftead of tend- 
ing to anarchy and anfufrv*, pointed 
cut the only means to avoid them, 
fidr dfakng and a fair account, the 
cue as neceifery as the other, and 
Iwth rqoaHy the right of the peo- 
ple. The noble Lard, he faid, had 
charged the petition with contra* 
diction ; becaufe it would hare the 
war carried on with vigour, and yet 
would ftop fuppEes, till a clear and 
£ur account is given of the expendi- 
ture. Yet the noble Lord knew 
•sough of the Turf to be fenfible of 
the advantage of taking off the 
weight; which, fo far from hnpe~ 
-dang the eourfe, added fwifcaefs to, 
the racer : profafion and mifappli- 
catioa of money clogged the wheels 
mi government, not a fair account, 
* His Grace then introduced fome 
letters, which he had received from 
^ectlemetn of considerable property 
in, the, county, but who were pre- 
vented faom attending at that par- 
ticular time. Amongft t;hefe, Dr. 
Watibn*s, of Combridge* is parti- 
cularly worth repeating to you- It 
was 7x follows : 

Cambridge i Jan, 13, 1780* 
«« My Lord Duke, 
•* I T gives, me real concern that 
the public bufinefs, which cannot 
be pot off, requires my prefence at 
Cambridge on the day fixed for the 
county meeting at Huntingdon. 
WosM to God there may be virtue 
and good ftnfe enough in the king- 
jlom to fecond the endeavours of 



thofe who are doing *U they can to 
fave their country. Bat the inftu* 
ence of the crown (which has acquired 
its prefent ftrength; more perhap* 
&om the accidental iucreafe- of em- 
pire, commerce, and national wealth* 
than from any criminal defign to 
fubvert the Constitution) has per- 
vaded, 1 fear, the whole mufs of 
the people : every man of confer 
que nee almoft in the kingdom has a 
fcn, relation, friend, or denendent* 
whom he wifhes to. provide forj 
and, unfortunately for the liberties 
of this country, the Crown ha$ she 
means of gratifying the expectation* 
of them ail. I do not think fo ill 
of mankind, but that -fome me** of 
integrity may be found, whft, ut 
their public conduct, prefer the con- 
fcientioufuefs of acting right to every 
profpeft of advantage ; but their 
number is comparatively, fmall, and 
is decreafeag every day, . The jjto- 
pofed petition to Parliament, is io 
true iu its principles, Ho divefted of 
party prejudices, ib temperarive in its 
cxpre&ons, and every way fo adapted 
to do good to the community at 
large, that I cannot qoeftion.bat it 
will meet with the approbation of 
the honeft, the fertftblc, and the 
diiinterefted of all fides. For .my 
part, I beg leave to give it, with 
all truth and good conscience, my 
moil hearty concurncnce. 

I have the honour to be, £e. 
Richard: Watsok. 1 * 

The Duke produced alfoie£ters, 
approving the meeting and petition, 
from Mr, Manning, Mr. Powis, Mr* 
Welby, Mr* Anderfon Pelham, Mr. 
Leeds, Lord Beaulieu,* Mr. Staudiey, 
Lord Spencer, Lord Sondes* and 
Mr. BIuadelL 

The Duke then obferved that the 
unanimity and concurrence of all 
difinterefled men in the kingdom 
feemed upon this occanon tor be al- 
moft as complete as poffible. That 
the unanimity of the nation under 
Mr. Pitt's adminiftration followed 

from 
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Ao*n the 1 gr&mdsswhich that Minif- 
. ter gave to them for confidence. 
Among other initances of profufion, 
his Grace mentioned that the Go- 
♦ernors, the Commiffioners, the Of- 
ficers of the Admiralty, &c. of Ame- 
rica, «nd all the refugees (as Lord 
Sandwich, he faid, well knew) all 
continued to receive their former 
appointment* and pennons, inftead 
of being promoted here to places al- 
ready eitablHhed, which he {aid they 
Jhould be, if they deferved to be 
fupported at all. He faid alfo, that 
there were at one time three Com* 
manders in Chief for* America, all 
receiving at the feme time ten 
pounds per day, and yet not one of 
them in America. General Gage^ 
he believed, continued to this mo- 
ment to receive the fame emoluments 
as he did when Commander in Chief 
in America. He concluded with 
©bferving, that Lord Sandwich, who 
Was prefent j knew that Lord Gowef, 
late Prefident of the Council, had 
declared in the Houfe of Peers, that 
he had continued in office as long 
as any man of honour or cdnfeience 
could pofiibly continue amongfl 
them. 

Lord Hinchinbroke then produced 
three letters which he had received, 
difapproving the petition : one from 
Mr. Shafto ; one from a Dr. Wat- 
fdn, and one from f*mtbedy % whofe 
name Lord Hmchingbroke chofe to 
fupprefs. 

fit is here neceflary to inform you, 
lor fear, of miftakes, that Lord 
Hinchinbroke's- Dr. Watfon is a 

gmtleman who 1 was formerly a very 
genious Apothecary, and fince that 
a faccefsful Phyfician in London ; 
but as there are feveral of the name, 
Jjerhaps he will be better identified 
to you, bjr telling yon that7&r7 Dr. 
Watfon's daughter is married to 
Lord Bitted chaplain, who was alio 
Jtufortohis children].- 
' , Lord Sandwkh- now bowed,* and 
frowed- again 1 ; thanked the ..noble 



Duke for Iris candour ; fincereljr J>©# 
lieved his Grace fpoke from hit 
heart, but muft be excufed for di& 
fering from him in opinion : he itill 
feared anarchy and tenfnfitm ; though 
he was fure the majority of the peo* 
pie would not fign thefe petitions. 
The majority of the land-holders in 
Hertfordfhire, a very greaMnajority, 
he was fure would fign a proteft at 
gainft the petition. He/aid* as fur 
Lord Chatham, no man could; re* 
vere him .more than he did ; but he 
at prefent heard of no fnch man* no* 
body could name any fuch.man liv- 
ing. » " If I could find iuch.ajnaa 
(faid his Lordfhip) I. would: myielf 
taki bim by the band % but I. have 
not heard <of fuch a man at any <rf 
tnefe meetings, nor can I fee ikch 
a man here," 

[Yet this, my old friend; is that 
very Lord Sandwich, whom yon and 
I heard in the Houfe of Peers, in th«" 
laft debate but one before Loci Cha-t. 
thara's death, whom we heard, when 
Lord Chatham faid, if there was a 
man with effrontery enough ta con- 
tradict the important troths fyc xu* 
teredo if there was fuch a one, he 
wimed to fee the man's fotebtmi^ 
let him Hand forth ; let him lhew 
hisfartbtad. This fame Locd Sand; 
wich, which is the very man whoa 
we faw produce that fortbtmd* wheal 
we- heard contradict that venerable 
flatefman, and ridicule thofe pre* 
didtions which we have lived to iee 
too fadly verified.] 

Lord Sandwich their fyoke of hit 
own fit u at ion • he proteited lie had 
no advantages by being in office ; 
on the * contrary, he was a much 
poorer man for it : he facrincedJiaa 
whole time to the duties of his «£» 
fiQe. - One thing he could with truth 
fay, that he was deprived by it. of 
that for which no emolument or ad»- 
vantage could make hun <a reectxu 
pence ; he was ^ deprived of tlte 
greatelt bieffiags of his life, the cone- 
forts of living in the jaiightott|hool 

of 
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•f Huntingdon, amongft the free- 
holders and burgeffes of the town 
and county, which was the mod de- 
£rableobje£t of all his willies. 

He faid he did not like public 
enquiries ; they' were dangerous : 
lie had flopped them in Parliament ; 
he would ftbp them every where, be- 
caufe they would convey information 
to the enemy. Enquires about the ex- 
penditure of public money he averred 
to be equally as fenfelefs as if a man 
fhould let fire to his houfe, to avoid 
paying the window tax. 

A Mr. Bailey, of whom I know 
no more than he is a very tall jnan, 
fpo|cea fpeech as long as hiinfelf; 
but of which I could colled no more 
than that we ought not to be angry 
with Miniflry, any more than a cri- 
minal is with a hangman : for that 
they did' not v make the war, any 
more than the hangman makes the 
law, both of them being only, as he 
faid, executioners. 

Lord Sandwich now faid, that if 
there were any hardfhips in the 
country, they might eafily be. re- 
moved ; the gentlemen ought to 
lower their rents ; and he moved to 
rejedl the petition. 

Mr. Townfend required that the 
motion mould be put into writing ; 
he was carious to fee fuch a motion 
mad* againft fuch a petition, by the 
firft Lord of the. Admiralty, at a 
county meeting, 

- Lord Sandwich faid he would 
ivrite it ; he had made the motion, 
and would perfect re in it. 

Mr. Brown then delivered the 
written motion to the Sheriff, and 
faid that he (Mr. Brown) moved it, 
and that it was feconded by Lord 
Hinchin broke. 

The freeholders infilled that it 
was Lord Sandwich who moved ; 
but it was abandoned by his Lord- 
ihip, and Mr. Brown fathered k. 

The qtteflion being put, the She- 
riff delared it to be carried againft 
the petition, although there were 



notoriously tbrtt to fw# for the 
petition. 

The Sheriff being urged to declare 
upon his honour, {that it was carried 
againft the petition, pleaded that he 
had bad eytt, and could not be pofi- 
tive; it was impoftble to fee* Ge- 
neral Clark (though himfelf voting 
with Lord Sandwich) upon applica- 
tion to him, acknowledged the ma* 
jority to be for the petition. 

Lord Safidwich obferved to the 
Sheriff that he could not keep order. 
The Sheriff echoed that he coujki not 
keep order. Mr. Wombwell repeat* 
ed that the Sheriff could not keep 
order, and that he would in the 
Houfe of Commons declare, that it 
was a fcene* of confufion. (Mr- 
Wombwell here forgot anarchy.) 

The proteftors withdrew, and 
near two hundred petitioners figned 
their names before they quitted the 
room. They then appointed a Com- 
mittee of Correfponduence, Similar to 
that of Yorkfhire and Middlefex, 
and adjourned the County Meeting 
to April next; when it is to be 
hoped a Chairman will be appoint- 
ed, who has not bad eyes, and can 
keep order. 

I am, &c« 

BEDFORD MEETING. 
Jan. 24, 1780. 

'The meeting held at this place* 
on Monday lafl, was one of the molt 
numerous and refpe&able ever known 
in this county; After the occasion 
of the meeting had been opened by 
the Earl of Upper Offory, the Lord 
Lieutenant, who had fummoned the 
county, upon the refufal of the 
High Sheriff, William Gery, Efq] 
a refpeftable gentleman of large pro- 
perty in the county, was called co 
the chair : a petition and refolutions 
were moved by Charles Barrett* 
Efq; nearly Similar to thofe of the 
counties of York, Middlefex, and 
Hertford, which met with no oppo- 
sition, excepting from Lord Ongley*, 
> «ne 
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•ne Qfthe Mfcrnjbers for ihe county, Great-Britain ; that the confequence 
a fteady fupporcer of Lord Nortn, of thofe combined misfortunes hath 
nqt Jong ftqce created an Irift Peer ; been a large addition to the national 
and Thomas Potter, Efq. a. lawyer, ,debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, "* 
brought in to . Parliament by Govern- a rapid decline of the trade, manu- 
factures, and land-rents of the king- 
dom. 

Alarmed at the diminished re- * 
fources and growing burthens of this 
country,, and convinced that rigid '* 
frugality is now indifpenfibly rie- 
ceflary, in every department of ftate, ; 
"your petitioners, obferve with grief, 



meat for a Cornim borough, and 
one of the Vtfelfh Judges, vThe pe, 
ticion and reiblutioris were warmly 
fupported iy^the Duke' of Tvlanchef- 
ter, EvLpf . Oflbry, Sir William 
Wake, Hon. Mr. fitzpatrick, Geo. 
Byng, Samuel Wnitbread, Robert 
Scott, J. Mufgrave, Efqrsv.and fe« 
veral other gentlemen- Upon the 
qaeiUon being put, only four hands 
were held up againft it. A Com- 
mittee, of -thirty-two gentjemen was 
appointed t effectually to promote 
the ofcye&s of the petition. The 
thanks of the' meeting were voted to 
the Chairman,and to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, for having aftembled the coun- 
ty^ and the meeting adjourned to 
the.aad of April. A letter was read 
From Lord St. John to the Lord 
Lieutenant, mentioning his regret at 
his being prevented from attending, 
by .iHncJs, add exprefling the fulleii 
approbation of the meeting. 

At a very refpe&able and numer- 
ous meeting of the noblemen , clergy, 
and freefiolders, of the county of 
Bedford* held, the 24th day of Jan- 
wary,,! 780^ at th* SeiEons-houfe in 
thetowu. of Bedford, the following 
petition was refolved to be prefented 
to+fajii'amenr* 1% : . " , .. 

Wo the Honourable the Commons of preffive grievances herein Hated* the 
Great JZrtfain^in Parliament of- grant of any additional fum of pub- 
ftmtikd. . .. lie money, beyond the produce of the 

Tie Petition of the No$femen.j Gentle- , prefent taxes, will be injurious to the 
siemen, Clergy and Freeholders of rights and properties of the people, 
1 he County of Bedford*' J ' and derogatory from the honour and 

Sheweth, ' dignity of Parliament. 

That this- nation hath Been en- t Your petitioners therefore "appeal- 
_^i /■_■ r_.._^_ i <_■._.*.-: ?.. . •.. _a 'i n g to the juflice of this Honourable 

Hbufe, do moil earn'cftly reqtfelt, that 
before 'any new burthens, are laid 
upon this country, effectual meafures 
may be taken by this Houfeto en- ' 
quire into and correft the grofs a- 
bafes in (he expenditure af public 
& * money i * 



that nbtwithHanding the calamitous 
and impoverifhed condition of the 
nation, much public money has 
been improvidently fquandered, and 
that many individuals enjoy fine- 
cure places, efficient places with 
exorbitant "emoluments, "and pen /ions 
unmerited by public fervices, to a 
large aud (fill encrea/ing amount j 
whence the crown has acquired a 
great uhconftitutional influence,which 
if not checked, muft foon'prore fatal, 
to the liberties of this country. ; 

Your petitioners conceiving that the) 
true end of every legitimate govern- 
ment is not the emolument of any 
individual, but the welfare of the 
community ; arid confidering that by ' 
the Confluution of this realm, the 
nation&Lpurfe is entrufled in a pe- ' 
cu liar manner to the cuftody of this' 
honourable' Houfe ; beg leave far- 
ther to reprefent, that until erTe^fcual ;' 
meafures be taken to redrefs the Op- 



ga^ged, for feveral years, iq a/mqft 
cxpenfive and unfortunate war ; that 
many of our valuable colonies, havr 
ing actually declared shemfelves in- 
dependent,, have formed a itrift con- 
fea^racy with France and Spain, the 
dagger 0U3 and inveterate enemies of 

Yob.ix; 
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money ; to deduce alLexorbitant emo- 
luments ;, to refcind and abolUh ail 
^ cure places and unmerited jien- 
jk y,' ; and to appropriate the pro- 
duce 10 the neceuities of the flate in 
fuch a manner as to the wifdom of 
Farjiament /hall feem meet* , _ 

And your petitioners" flialf ever 
pray. Sec. ^ 

After which the following refolu- 
lutions were propofed and agreed to, 

ift. kefolved, That the petition 
Qpw read to tfiis meeting, addrefled 
to the Houfe of Commons, and re* 
quelling before any new burthens be 
laid' upon the country, effectual 
xn^afures may be taken by that 
Houfe to enquire into and correct 
the grefs abufes in the expenditure 
of public money: to reduce all ex- 
orbitant emoluments ; to refcind and 
abplim all jinecure places and un- 
merited penfions; and to appropri- 
ate the produce to the necefTities of 
the ftate, is appxoved by this meet- 
5ng. 

zd f fcefplyed, That a Committee 
of thirty- two noblemen and gentle- 
men be appointed to effectually pro* 
jnptc the object of the petition : and 
that the following gentlemen com- 
p c«ie the Committee. 

William Qery, Efq. Duke of ftfan- 
chefler, tarl of tapper Oflbry, Lord 
Vifcoiint St. John, Hon. Rich. Fitz- 
mtriclc, Efq. M. P. Sir Wm. Wake, 
Bart. M. P. $ir Gilies Payhe, Bart. 
Sajb, Whitbread, Efq. M. P. Jn. 
Radclifte, Efq. M.P. Geo. Byng, 
Efq; M.P, Rob. Scptt, Efq. M. P. 
Charles Bamet, Efq. George Muf- 
grave, Efq. Jofejph Muferave, Efq. 
Tto.Wfeetham 'Eft. WHliamPym, 
Ejq. flevl Ed. Wjllaume, John 
Franklyn, Efq; Thomas Vaux, Efq* 

J[6Bh Crawley, Efq. Samuel Craw- 
ey, Efq. John Nefbitt, Efq. Ed. 
AlhweH, Efqi John Payne, Efq. 
William Kale, Efq. Francis Moore, 
Elq. Thomas Alfton, JLfq. John 
Everitt, Efq* John Dilley, Efy 



Rev fc John Hawkins, ReV. Thomas 
Sawell, Rev,- — - Littelhales. 

Refolved, That this committee do 
meet at thcSefTions-Tioufe in the town 
of Bedford, on Saturday' the jtn day 
'ofFebrnary next, and thar feven do 
conftitute'a* quorum. 

Refolved, That the thanks of thi* 
meeting be given to the Earl of Up- 
per Oflbry, for calling this meeting. 
Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting' be given to WHiiam Gery, 
Efq. the chairman. 

Refolved, T.hat this meeting do 
" adjourn tb Saturday the «d' day of 
April next, 

WitLKAM Gery, Chairman. 
Bedford, Jan. 25. Yeflerday our 
county meetling was held in the> 
Town hall. Mr. Gery was called to 
' the chair. Lord Oilbry opened the 
bufinefs, and thanked the gentlemen 
for their attendance, efpeqafly at fo 
fliort a notice, the faheriff having re- 
fufed. Mr. Barnett entered very 
'fully into the prefent fituarion of pub- 
lic affairs, and (hewed the neceffity of 
meafures being taken, by Parliament, 
for reformation, particularly in-pub- 
lic employments, places, and pen- 
fions, and ilrongly recommended .a 
petition. 

Mr, Potter, in a very learned 
fpeech, objected to the whole pro- 
ceedings, both as to the meeting and 
the petition ; and explained the man- 
ner in which feveral emoluments of 
office were derived, and faid fuck 
were due to perfoirs holding thfe 
fame ; and gave it as his opinion, 
that a petition would anfwer no good 
end ; and recommended unanimity 
and confidence in Government* 

Lord Ongley faid he approved vctjfr 
much of a petition, for the good pufc- 
pofe of trying to reduce exorbitant 
places and penfions; faid he itad 
given his opinion in Parliament, that 
all places {hould be put pp to public 
auction, for the national advantage ; 
and wifhed to fee a reformation, 
which was much wanted : that he 
' " <*mt 
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came prepared to aifent to a petition, 
if it was agreeable to him in other 
refpecls; and made an add reft to the 
£eehoiders, on hi* conduct in Par- 

Mr, Whitbread commended Lord 
Ongiey's public frugality, and men- 
tioned an inftance of it in Parlia- 
meat, where it met with reproof, 
when it merited praife ; and agreed 
that there had been the greateit 
abuies in the public expenditure; 
aad thought that the laving that 
might be made in this, would exceed 
the higheft expectations, from places 
and penfions ; and took notice of the 
neglect at Plymouth, by the Board 
cffQrdnance, who had fuch immenfe 
^grants of money ; faid the emolu- 
satnu from ibmc offices were exorbi- 
tant ; that they encrcafed as the na- 
?*onal axpence encreafed, and in* 
auced the Exchequer, Pavmafter, 
^Treafurer of the Navy, ana Board 
of Qrduance, and observed upon re-* 
,verfionary grants, as a great evil i 
that he considered penfions as com- 
prehending rewards for real and pub- 
lic Services, or ads of benevolence, 
both of whjch were laudable to a 
certain degree, and if in excefs, 
ihojuldbe retrained; but that libe- 
rality w^s annexed to the Crown ; 
that the prefent mode of raiding mo- 
ney was very injurious, and thought 
^jwutof the fupplie* ihould benuiqd 
in $e year, and defired that the pe- 
tition might contain a requeft for aa 
equal land-tax, which that county 
jJud a fpecial reafon to urge, as it 
^paid four ihijlings in the pound, 
wbtnibme others did not pay £tx- 
.penc^iq the pound ; that he concur- 
red in a petition, becaufehe believed 
. it. would contain no other meaning 
than what it expreied* thercdrefsof 
manifeft grievances. 

Mr. Byng fupported the petition 

with aeal, recommended ceconomy, 

and m e nt io n ed fome gentlemen, to 

the number of thirty-one, who had 

^.feWid themfdvas, upon honour, not 



to accept even of the common emo- 
luments of office, if they mould bje 
called to any* He was afked for a 
lilt of them. 

The'Duke of Manchofter anfwered 
Mr. Byng, that he thought the zral 
of thoJe gentlemen carried them too 
far; the pftribu that filled an office 
. with integrity was intitled to the pro- 
per reward* His Grace then took 
occafion to fay a few words upon the 
fubject of the meeting, and that he 
thought it his duty to come as * 
neighbour, and approved of a peri* 
tlon. 

Sir W. Wake made an apology 
for his attendance from another coun- 
ty; but that he thought it his durjr 
as a member for the town of Bedford; 
and fupportecl the petition wiih many 
fbrqble reafons.* 

The petition being read, Lord 
Ongley objected to ,ngning, as he 
thought the words in the preamble, 
' before any new burthens were 
laid,' were too ftfing. 
- Mr. Fitzpatricfc laid he wimed a 
member might confiderit as binding 
upon him. 

Mr. Whitbread {aid he mould £ga 
the petition : for he did not appre- 
hend, from thofe words, or the prayer 
of it, the lead reftraint was implied ; 
nor would he be retrained from his 
free vote, upon fupply, or any other 
queftion : (hat he would fupport the 
conititution of his King, Lords, and 
Commons, to the, utmoft of his abi- 
lities ; aod believed the fpirit of the 
nation had made perfons in omae 
more attentive to^?ufine&, and jt 
appeared fo by fome late fuccefles. 

Lord St. John fent a letter to Lord 
QiTory, to give his Lordfhip's aflent 
to a petition, with an apology for not 
attending, being very ill : the petition 
was agreed to aLnoft unanimoufly. 

The refolutions were then read. 
Mr. Whitbread objected to the word* 
* correfpondence and aUbciation ;* 
that he knew of but one affociation 
that is, of (he Proteftants, to which 

S 2 he 
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•he aflented ; and it was agreed to 
leave thbfe words out. A Committee 
of noblemen and gentlemen were ap- 
pointed to attend to the petition, 
and the meeting was adjourned to 
the tzd of April, and everything 
was condn&ed with the greateft haf- 
^noriy, and thanks were returned to 
Lard O/Ibfy, for calling the meet- 
ing, tad to the Chairman. 

ESSEX. 

At a meting of the county of Ef- 
fex, heH at Chelmsford, on Mon- 
day the 24th of January, 1780, a 
petition arid refolutions were propof- 
ed, and unanimously agreed to. 
[The petition //, *vtrbatim y ike fame 

ms that from the county of Bedford* 

Sit f age 1*9.]; 

lit. Refolved, That the petition 
now read, Eddreffed to the.Houfe of 
Commons, is approved by this meet- 
ing. 

2d. Refolved, That a committee 
of fifty-three gentlemen be appointed 
to carry on the neceflary correfpon- 
dence for efre&ually- promoting the 
objedt of the petition, and to prepare 
-a plan of an afTociation on legal an d 
conftituuonftl grounds; ; to iupport 
that laudable reform; and fuch other 
^neafures as may conduce to reftofe 
the f/eedom of Parliament; to be pre- 
fented by -the chairman of • the com- 
mittee to this meeting, held by ad- 
journment, on Monday the 25th of 
April next. * 

■ 3d. Refolded, That Lord Dacre, 
Lord Grimftorie, Lord'Waltham, Six 
Robert -Smyth, Sir William Wake, 
Sir Jofeph IWawbey, Mr. ' Trench 
-ChHWeIf> General Hon y wood, Mr, 
Luther, Mr. TufneH, Mr. Collins, 
•Mr. Difney Fytch, -Rev, Henry 
*Greeu, Mr; Chevely, Mr* Sperling, 
Rev. Samuel -Difney, Mr. Button, 
Rev. ■— * — Olney, Rev. Nicholas 
Toke, Mr. Baker, Mr. Wolfe, -Mr. 
Raymond, Mr* Matthews, Mr. 
Heath, Mr. B. Heath, Mr. Holling- 



worth, Mr. Ruflel, Rev. — - Young, 
Rev. John Stevenfon, Mr. Judd, 
Rev. —~ Cheer, Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Smith, Mr* Read, Mr. John Wolfe, 
Mr. Griggs, Mr. Crifp Mollyneux, 
Mr. Brand Hollis, Mr. Plumcr, Mr, 
Bullock, Mr. Wallinger, Rev; Tho. 
Weftonj Mr. Pigott, Mr. Clark Jer- 
■voife, Mr. Harding, Rev. Randolph 
EJcits, Mr. Gee, Mr. Day, Mr* 
Parfons, Mr. J. Parfons, Mr. Johnt, 
'Mr. Pike, and Mr. Wright, be the 
members competing the above com- 
mittee, and rlrat any feven or more 
members be empowered tb aft, and 
that their afts be confidtred is* th« 
afts"of the committee.. 

4th. Refolved, That the comiijfr- 
tee now chofeu, be empowered/ 1# 
encreafcthe number when found *e* 
ceflary. 

5th. Refolved, That the thinks 
of this meeting be given to thofe 
gentlemen who flgned the letter to 
the Sheriff, requeuing him ^ to if- 
'femblethe county, and particularly 
for their conftiturionai determination 
in advertizing this meeting In their 
own names, in confequence of th« 
refufal from the •Sheriffs* ; * 

6th. Refolved, That the thank* 
of this meeting be given- to John 
Luther, Efq. one of the Repreferi- 
tativesfor this county, for his Ready, 
firm, and independent 'cortdoeY in 
Parliament ; and alfo for the very 
ready- fupport he ha* given to this 
prefent meeting, particularly for 
fignirig the letter to the/ Sheriff. - 

7th. Refoived, That the thinks of 
this meeting be given to Thibmai 
Berney Bramfton, Efq. the^her 
Representative *br this coifotyV ftr 
his conduct in Parliament* r '* K * 

8th. Refolved, That the thrtrtks of 

/this meeting be given to R.MuHmifn 

Trench ChifwciJ, Efq; Chairman 6£ 

'this meeting* '* .■,..»--• 

v 9th. Refolved, That the Chair- 

man do pubhih thefe proceedings m 

the public Hewrpaper** 
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x«&. Refolved, That this .meet- 
ing be- adjourned to Monday the 
25th of April next. 
K^Mvilm an Trench CHSiwELi, 
Chairman of the meeting. 



S O M E R £ E T. 

The Sheriff ftated, tkat he had 
called- the meeting ia* confeq«ence 

of a requifition- by the gentlemen of -meeting of Soaierfetflaire is as de- 
the county, aftem bled at the quarter- cifive again ft the Miniilry as the 



that he tamed, on which occafioas 
he flattered himfelf his conduct had 
always met with the approbation of 
his conftituents* The company the^t 
dined together in perted harmony at 
the Swan inn j and after -dinner 
drank iuccefs to the petition, wick 
three cheers, , 

The unanimity of the county 



Jeffioitt, and was going to leave the 
Chair when Mr. Coxe propofed, 
that he* fhould continue in k as 
Chairman of the meeting, if he ap- 
proved ef it, which he accepted. 
Mr. Strode then, read the .petition 
(which is in fabftaace the fame as 
-Yorkshire) and moved, that it be 
approved and read, which was fe- 
conded by Mr. Port man and Mr. 
Start, who fpoke each a few words 
in favour of k, and of the neceffity 
of perfevering in thofe fpirited reib- 
iutions. 'Mr. Canon Wilfoo made 
oh or two trifling objedions to the 
petition, -which were foon filenced 
by Mr* Luders, whofefpeech brought 
about a happy unanimity 10 all pre- 
sent. The petition- was then agreed 
to with joyful acclamations, and im- 
mediately handed about to be figned. 
Mr. Cofce'then came forward and 
addrefledtbe meeting upon the fteps 
be had taken to bring it forward ; 
laid, he- was happy to fee it attended 
hy fo many refpe&able characters, 
which gave him the moft lively hopes 
that at would be attended with fome 
goo&«ire&; the rimef called aloud 
m foch reformation as the petition 
demanded, and he, for his part, 
ihould never be wanting in hir en- 
deavours, apon this and every other 
oecafion, tofupport the latere ft of 
the county and hi* country. Mr. 
Phelrps fpoke to the fame effecV and 
gave a ftort detail of his conduct 
*n the Honfe; (aid he had always 
voted for (hprt Parliaments, the 
c#ntra&o/s* bill, and foxne others 




Hamp(hire election 9 far, though k 
is Lord North's own county, not a 
- fmgJe hand was held up agaiuA the 
petition. f 

Wells* Jaxutry 25, 17S0. . 
lit. Refolved, That the petition 
. now read to this meetiog, addrefied 
.to the .Honourable the Houfc of 
Commons, and requefting that ef- 
fectual meafures may fee taken by 
,that Houfe, to enquire into and cor- 
rect the grofs abufes in the expendi- 
ture of public money, to reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments, to reicini 
and abolifh all fin ecu re places and 
, unmerited penfions, and to appropri- 
ate the produce .to the neceflitaei 
of the Sute, is approved by this 
. meeting. 

2d. Refolved, That a Committee 
of t&e following gentlemen be ap- 
pointed to carry on the aeceflary 
correspondence, for eJFe&aally pro- 
moting the obje& of tbe petiden, 
and to prepare a plan of an afljbeia- 
.tion, on legal and coaftitut^onal 
'ground*, * to fupport that laudabJe re- 
form, and fuch o r aer meaiures, as 
may con dace to reftore the freedom 
of Parliament to.be presented br 
.the Chairman of the Committee to 
'this meeting, to be held, by Adjourn- 
ment at Wells, on Tuefday the j ith 
*of April. 

. 3d. Refolved, Thatthe, faid Com- 
mittee do admit any gentleman of 
the county of Somerfet to be a Mem- 
ber of the faid Committee. 

4th. Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Samuel 
* Baker,. 
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Baker, Efq. the Sheriff, for his ready 
and obliging compliance with the 
requeft of the gentlemen of the coun- 
ty for calling them together. 

5 th. Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to R. H. 
Coxe and Edward Philips, ILCqta. 
for their con dud and explicit decla- 
ration of their fentiments on the oc- 
cafion, and for their promifes of fu- 
ture fupport. 

6th. Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to John 
Strode, Efq. for the very active man. 
ner in which he has flood forth and 
exerted himfelf at this meeting* 

7th. Refolved, That the above be 
published in the London, Batn, 
Sherbom, Salifbury, and Briftol 
papers. 

8th. Refolved, That the following 
gentlemen do compofe the , Com- 
mittee. 

Rich. Hen. Coxe, Efq. Edward 
PJielips, Efq. Sir Thom.as Ackland, 
William Heliiar, John Old Good- 
ford, Thomas Horner, John Strode, 
Hugh Somcrville, Henry Wm. 1 Port- 
man, Humphry Sturt,John Collins, 
Richard Crofie, Jofeph Harford, 
Peter Sherflon, Alex. Popham, Bag* 
borough, Alex. ' Popham, Inner- 
Temple, Benjamin Allen, George 
Lovell, Thomas Slocombe, Ch. Hip* 
Coxe, H. H. Coxe, John Leth- 
brldge, Edward Halliday, Alexander 
Luders, Jofeph Metford, Efq. Tho. 
Darch, Efq. William Hawker, James 
Tooker, Richard James Sandfbrd, 
William Baker. Clement Tudway, 
-Robert Tudway, Charles Tadway, 
Norton ILuatchbull, John Billingfley, 
Levi Ames, Thomas Lediard, John 
Harvey, John Mallack, William 
Tuckett, Benjamin Hamet, Jacob 
Mogg, W. Rodbard, Philip Stevens, 
Thomas Well man, John Ackland, 
-Henry Strangeways, Simon WeH- 
man, Thomas Coward, fofeph Jtffc- 
ries # Gcr. Martin, 



NOTTlNS»AI!f r 

In confeq.uence of a le^er addre/* 
fed to the Worihipful the Jj£aVjr, 
and figned by a great majority of the 
Hall, the -Mayor and Burgeffes of" 
this town were this day aflemjried is 
com mon council, and refolved on' the 
following petition to thc t #atwik* 

Houfe of Common 1. ", , 

To the Honour able the C*mmw of 

Great- Britain, im Parliament aj} 

ftmbhtt. 
The fetithn ef the Majpr a&4 &¥*.- 

geffes of the town and cettntj ejf 

Nottingham, in Cfimmsm, Cpiuuil 

afmhledt 

At the height of national eaten****. 
We the Mayor *nd Burgje&s,qC,&e 
town and county of the tpwn of Noj- 
Wingham, in common hall afTemJbled, 
approach a Britifh Houfe of (^9f&- 
moris with that refpe& which i# 4tf* 
to the appointed guardians of our 
rights* and with that hope which it 
becomes us to entertain from thojfe 
who are honoured with fo great a 
truft. The growipg and almoil ji- 
fuppojjtable diftrefles of this injured, 
and degraded country fummon j|s 
into your pretence, that you . m^y 
know our fenfe of thefe diftreflea, of 
their caufe and of their remedy : ajjd 
find in the withes of the people the 
beft encouragement to an immediate 
and etfe&utl interpouUoa far jjjuv 
refcue. 

Whether by crime, pr by misior- 
tune, or both, one great member of 
the Briti/h xm&re be gone ;^,yetwkh 
fuch a diminution of wealth aad 
power, to be engaged in tho.w&ft 
complicated aad lormi4aj^e .^ 
furefy a&s for, the mo£ rigid jacma- 
my in every ciepa/tment of the $ta«t. 
But with grief a*d ihamc,we.oWorvn ' 
that a waSeM prodigality has 4M- 
pated our remaining ftrenggn* ,»A 
by ccfceUmg out; efforts* di&racjtd 
•or *syn$, and multiplied our Jafles; 
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while ttils very prodigality becomes 
the fource of eocieafed demands, 
aggravates die burthens tinder which 
every rank and defcription of the 
people bow, and threatens in its pro- 
gress a general rum. 

We look up to your Honourable 
Honte for a period to this dreadful 
progrefe, and that with the integrity 
and firmaefsof the Commons ofBri- 
tain, you will make a fevere enquiry 
into the expenditure of that immenfe 
treafure, whteh a liberality unknown 
in the moil flourifhing period has 
drawn from an almoft exhausted na- 
tion. The magnanimity of a free 
people can give the lalfc' (hilling in 
the caufeof tfceir country, but in no 
other caufe ; and this confidence, 
which fhaH difpofe of them to the la ft 
exertions, can only be derived from 
your inquiimon into thofe abufes, 
which may render fuch exertions ne- 
cetffcry ; ihty expect to kno*, that 
fuceefRve grants mall not find them 
Jefs "prepared to meet an elated foe, 
ami facilitate the moil awful of all 
calamities, the ruin of their liberties. 

In this reduced and humble Hate 
of the nation, it is a farther pain to 
otfferve, the enormous fums which 
are diverted to no public good ; the 
exorbitant emoluments annexed to 
real, and much more to nominal offi- 
ces, with indifcriminate, unmerited 
penfions ; which devour the public 
treafure, defeat the national efforts, 
degrade the fpirit of Englifhmen into 
fordid avarice, Tub vert the indepen- 
dence of Parliament, and act with a 
malignant influence on all that U 
defer to onr country. 

Under the impreffion of thefe awful 
troths, we beg leave to reprefent, 
thin the redrefs of thefe ruinous 
abofes is the right of Britons, and 
thie'dnly (puree from which hope can 
again be brought back to their coun- 
try-; and that till fo me wife and vi- 
gorous meafures for the effecting this 
pttrpofe be ad6pted, no addition can 
fiim wifdom, honour ex fafety, be 



made to the pecuniary burthens of 
thefe kingdoms. We would refpect- 
fully obferve, rhat fuch a con dud in 
times of danger, diltreft and appre* 
henfion, has oeen the diftihguifhing 
character of your Honourable Houfe, 
that by which the very being of your 
Hon fe, and the being of our Con&itn- , 
tion has been preferved ; and that ia 
no period has diftrefs and apprehen- 
fionpnore fummoncd the reprefenta- 
tlres of Britain to the exertion of their 
proper character, to the fulfilling 
every hope of their anxious conftitu- 
ents. With thefe abufes in all their 
magnitude, in all their operation be- 
fore you, every grant beyond the 
produce of the prefent taxes, will be 
too wanton with the rights and pro- 
perty of the people, and betray the 
faith and dignity of Parliament. 

It is our prayer, therefore, tothk 
Honourable Houfe, that all extrava- 
gant emoluments be reduced, ail fa* 
perfluous and nominal offices be abo- 
lifhed, and all unmerited penfions be 
refumed, and that the produce be 
appropriated to the necesTities of the 
State. And that till this vtife and 
necefjary reform be adopted, and till 
effectual means be applied to enquire 
into and correct the abufes in the 
expenditure of the public money, 
whereby the fears and jealoufies of 
the people may be appeafed, and a 
well-grounded confidence diffufed 
through the community. You will 
with that juftice and patriottfm which 
we proraife ourfelves from your Hon* 
ourable Houfe, withhold all grants 
of the public money, beyond the pro* 
duce of the prefent taxes. 

Trufting that th.is our juft and in- 
terefting petition will meet with aH 
favourable reception. We ever pray, 
&c. &c. 



WILTSHIRE. 

Devi%es t Jan, 26, 1780, 
At a very numerous and refpecta* 
ble meeting of the nobility, gentle- 
men, clergy, and freeholders, of tm» 

coifnty 
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tramty of Writs, held here this day, 
for considering of the preferu fitua- 
tiou of public affairs, Robert Cooper, 
Efq. High Sheriff, in the Chair, a: 
petition was read. 

{The petition is the fame as that 
from the county of York.] 

After which the following reiblu-' 
tioBswere agreed on, viz. 

ift* Refolved, That the petition 
sow read to this meeting, addrefTcd- 
^tothe Houfe of Commons, and re- t 
^ueiring that, before any new bur- 
thens be laid, upon the country, ef- 
fectual meafures may be taken by 
chat Houfe to enquire into and cor- 
rect the gto& abufes in the expendi- 
ture of public money, to reduce all 
exorbitant emolument*, to refcind 
and abolifh all finecure places and 
anniented pensions, and to appro- 
priate the produce to the ncceffities 
of the State, is approved by the 
meeting. ' , 

2d. Revived, That a Committee 
cf fifty -one gentlemen be appointed 
1 to carry on the neceflary correfpond- 
eace for effectually promoting the 
©bje&of the petition, and to pre- 
pare a plan of an aflbciation, on legal 
aad constitutional grounds to fupport 
that laudable reform, and to take 
fuch other meafures as may conduce 
to reftore the freedom of Parlia- 
ment * and the following Noblemen 
and Gentlemen are accordingly ap- 
pointed for the faid Committee : 

Earl of Abingdon, Earl of Rad- 
nor, Earl of Shelburne, Robert 
Cooper, E{q. High-Sheriff of Wilts, 
Henry Penruddock Wyndham, Efq. 
of Salifbury, Peter Bathurft, Efq. of 
Clarendon Park, William Bowles, 
Efq. of Heale, Charles Penrud- 
docke, Efq. of Compton Chamber- 
Iain, Ambrofe Goddard, Efq. of 
Swindon, Richard Smith, E)fq. of 
Chilton Foliatt, Richard Southby, 
Efq. of Bulford, William Huffey, 
Efq. of Saiifbury, Hon. William 
Henry Bouverie, Sir William Jones, 
Bart, cf Ramfbury, Rev. Mr. 



Townfend, of Pew/ey, John Aw4fcy?* : 
Efq, of Netton, Rev. Dk Warnford,^ 
of Sevenhampton, William Pierce > 
Ame a Court, Efq. *f Salisbury, - 
Rev. Dr, Harrington, of Salisbury* 
Henry Dawkins, Efq. of Standluich, ■- 
. Lpvelace Bigg,- Efq. of Chilton r r 
Edward Poore, jun. Efq» of Tid- 
worth, Samuel Cam, Efq. of .Brad- 
ford, Thomas Bythefea, JSUq. of 
Weekhonfey, William Nortbey, Efq, - 
of Lockeridge, Richard Attwood, 
Efq. of Bradford,- the Hon. Charles ; 
James Fox, Henry Eyre, Efq. of ■« 
Brickworth, Rev. Mr. John Bowie, 
of Jdmifton, Edward Poore, Efq. of 
Wedhampton, Thomas Vilett, Efq. " 
of Swindon, Thomas Calley, Efq. 
of Burdrod, Triftram Huddleftontf 
Jervoife^ of Britford, James Mon- 
tague, jun. Efq. of L,ackham, Rev.- 
Mr. Pocock, of Mildenhall, William -■ 
Talk, Efq. of Salisbury, Robert ■? 
Aihe, Efq. of Langley Burrell, Ed- • 
ward Horlock Mortimer, Efq. of 
Trowbridge, Rev. Dr. Kent, of 
Potterne^ John Yerbury, Efq. of :: 
Bradford, Matthew Humphry*, Efq. 
of Chippenham, William Harding, ' ; 
Efq, of Swindon, Eftmead Edrldge, -, . 
Efq. of Chippenham, John Reeve . 
Edridge, Efq. of Chippenham, Rich. .' 
Long, Efq. of Rowde Alhton, Gais- 
ford Gibbs, Efq. of- Weftbury, 
Thomas Liddiard, Efq. of Devizes, 
Rev. Mr. Pollhill, of MUIHone, * 
James Sutton, Efq. of Devizes, 
Thomas CJoddard Vilett, £fq. of 
Swindon, William Dyke, Efq. of - 
Sifencot. 

3d. Refolved, That the faid Com- 
mittee do meet immediately at the* 
Black Bear inn in Devizes, and that 
any feven, or more of them, do con- r ' 
ftitute the faid Committee, ;and that ' 
they adjourn as they think proper ; ; "_ " : 
and that their proceedings be prev 
fen ted tq tills meeting, to be held 
by adjournment, on Tuefday in ; : *■ 
Eafter week, next enfuing. 

4th. Refolved, That the thank* *- 
of this meeting be given to the * * 

"High* •' 
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High. Sheriff, for his readinefs an 
calling this meeting, and for his po* 
lite and impartial conduct at it. * 
5. Refolved, That this meeting 
do adjourn to Tuefday in Eafter 
week next enfuing at Devisees. 



GLOUCESTER. 

At a meeting of the. gentlemen, 
clergv, and freeholders ofthe counjcv 
of Gkmcefter, held at the Boothall 
in the dry of Gloncefter, this 25th 
of January, 1780, for the purpofe 
of figning a petition to Parliament, 
recommending national ceconomy* 
Sir G. O. Paul in the Chair, the 
following refolutions were unani- 
'xnoufly entered into : 

Refolved, That the petition now 
read and approved of, be presented 
to the Houie of Commons, and that 
die Members for the county be de- 
fired to prefcntthe fame. 

[The petition was the fame as 
that from the county of York.] 

Refolded, That a Committee be 
appointed for condu&ng and fup- 
porting this petition. . .. 

The faid Committee to confift of 
the following gentlemen* 

The Hon. Mr. Berkeley, Sir WU- 
liam Guife, Sir William Codling- 
ton, Sir G. O. Paul, Mr. W. H. 
Hartley, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Mafters, 
Mr. Guife, Mr. Hyet, Mr. Savage, 
Mr. Snell, Mr. Pyrke, Mr. Bufti, 
Mr. Crawley, .Mr. Edgar, Mr. » 
Probyn, Mr. Jones, Mr. Debbere,, 
Mr. Morgan, Rev. Mr. Bifhop, 
Rev. Mr. Small, Mr. Parker, Mr. 
W. G. Peach, Mr. Lane, Mr. Selfe, 
Mr, Purnell, Rev. Mr. Coxwell, 
Mr. Crerwell, Mr. CheAon, Mr. 
Holbrow, Rev. Peter Hawker, Rev. 
Mr. Wynniatt, Mr. Champion, Mr. 
loieph Harford* Mr. Lofcomb, Mr. 

Refolved, That the faid Commit- 
tee have power, to add to their num- 
ber if d&f thinly proper, and that 

Vox. IX. 



any feven of the Aid Committee da 
conftitnte a quorum. 

Refolved, That the faid Commit- 
tee be requeued to confider of and 
prepare a plan of an aflociation, on 
legal and oonfHtutional grounds, to 
fupport the laudable reform therein 
recommended, and for reAoring the 
independency of Parliament. 

Refolved, That the Add Commit- 
tee be dcfired to correfpond and co- 
operate with the Committees of 
other counties and publick bodies 
for this purpofe. 

Refolved, The thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Lords and 
Members of the Houfe of Commons 
who have honoured this petition with 
their appearance or fupport, and 
the thanks are according given to 
the Earl of Berkeley, Lord Craven, . 
Lord Chedworth, the Right Hon. 
T. Townfhend, Sir W. Guife, Sir 
W. Codrington, Sir G. Cornwall, 
Mr. W, H. Hartley, Mr. David 
Hartley, and Mr. Barrow. 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Chair- 
man, for his ready acceptance of the 
Chair, and the propriety of his con-* 
dud therein* 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Hon* 
George Berkeley, for his rtry feint- 
ed and proper opening the punnefi 
of this meeting. 

Refolved, That it is recommend- 
ed by this meeting, to every free- 
holder of this county, who wifhes to 
promote oxonomy, to fubferibe this 
petition. 

. Refolved, That this meeting be 
adjourned to Tuefday the iSth day 
of April next. ~ 

Q» ONBstPBoavs Paui, 
Chairman. 



HUNTINGDON. 

At a very numerous meeting of 
the noblemen, gentlemen, clergy, 
and freeholders of the county of 

T Huntingdon, 
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Huntingdon, held at the* Town-. 
Hall at Huntingdon, o$ Thurraay 
thfc aoth of January, 1780, >the fol- 
lowing petition was «folved- to be* 
presented to Parliament. • 

'{The famle * petition *r that pf 
Vorkfcire and of Middled] - 

After wni©h*the following refolu- 
tions were propofedind agreed to : 

ftefelved, That thu nieeting do 
approve of a national aflforiation, on 
legal and conftitutional ground*, too 
promote a reform in the expenditure 
of public money, to reduce all exor- 
bitant "emoluments, to rcf&nd and 
abolifh all finecure place* and un- 
merited penfion*, and to reftore and 
fecure to the people the freedom and 
independence of Parliament,* as in- 
diipenfibly necenVy t*the wel&re 
of the State. ■ '' < 

• Refolded, That a Committee *f 
twehty-fcven gentlemen be appoint- 
ed to carry on' the r*ecei|pry corref- 
potid«nce for effectually nuifuing the 
object of the r^trtLon,' and (0 pro* 
pole a plan ior an affectation, on 
legal and conltitutiqnaf grounds, to 
ftrpport that laudable reform, and 
futh other meaihi^s a>may conduce 
to reftore the freedom of Radiament* 
'the : oian'for an aiTociation to be 
prefetftdd by the Qhnirrftan of the 
Committee to this meeting; to be 
held by idjontpmeh| at tjie -Town- 
Hall, in Huntingdon, on the 20th 
of' April, 1780. ".' 

Reforved, Thaj the Committee 
confiftof tie following gentlemen* 
and that they have .power to adtLto ; 
their number : 

t)utke of MaacheiteT, lari Lud-* 
law, Earl* Fitswi*&tm,"Eat 1 Spencer, 
Lord Sondes, Lord Beaufort, l^ord 
Carisfbrt, Lord G. Cawniiilh, Lord 
F.Cavendiih, Lord Prefton, Cha. 
A* Pelhaxn, 'Sir€v P a yne; h Payne, 
Rogers Rafter, Kicbatd 'Reynolds, 
Stafihope Pedky, Deter Standky, 
Rev* Br* Watftm, JX Bu 'Riegmt 
fcrofeffor, George Thorn hiB, Jdkn: 



Tiontpfcn; Jamas Rnft,\. Sir Robttft 
Bernard,. William ^Gexy, ; James 
Phippsv John Hawkifts,>john Dawes, 
GV'Shfcxrard; .^" , >-..»:« ■ 
:Re&lved, That ihia meotiiig do 
adjouKn-*o;TJnirfda)r r ftbe. aettb'cof' 
April next t at the Town-Hall, Hun- 
tingdon, "at 1 2 o'clocJcf' "*' 

£&aou* L$ft , Hujttingdaw, *£bwrfibLyi 

Januaxy 27, 1780* 
The 'Committee appointed m prok 
raofe. the* ^ qbje&s ^o/ : .iheo petition, afi 
the county of Huntingdon toPaiiia>- 
ment* came to the; following refok 
lutionj: " - " '-::.:.:. - - 

r* That Sir Robert. BAfcavd be 
Chairman, ■: - - 

2. That Richard^Rcynohfe, Efq* 
be Secretary; •. , ? r;". 1 v^iW . 

3. Th^ a letter be wxtUen by tho 
Chairman pf this Committed 40 th« 
Chaimtan:o£ the Commitfiria o£ the 
counties of York, MiddieieJ*, ficc- 

4. That a letter be ^written to; 
Bsrl Ludlow, to jeqneft titzche will 
pr^fent the petition to the Houfe e&. 
Commons. . \ ' + > - . 

* 5/ That a letter :be written to 
each of the ReprefentE^*es of the 
county, rcqnefting their, fnnport of 
the petition in Parliament* 

. 6, That the Chax-m&A, Secretary, 
and three. Members/ may call >% 
meeting of the Committee* and any 
nVe Members of the Committee to 
called,. coniUtute a .mevtmg Horn 
tranfa£khig bufineisv . # . i'^I 

. 7. Thatletterrbe vyrknon by tbe- 
Chairman of th6 Committee to to* 
Diilce of M>cnchefte*,,and to Ea>) 
Ludkrwy to request that theyt witf 
advertim a meeting at smy place- in 
London ^br the non-refidena Hiut* 
tiagdonflurenrejcholdcr«Jto«etrt and 
fign -the county petition 4'^*tok to t«-^ 
quell that his Grace or Earl Latiioa^ 
will takcthe-ChairJat {u^h^nsetilig. 

. -g v Thait this Comaktef *e/arf- 

jtoimtd to< S^tar^t,^b "ct&of Be- 

• XJl -httMlry 
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bniary. next, *o, receive jhe peti- 
tions." \ / 

R. Bernard. 



DORSET. 

•*• * - Dorcbeftgr, Jan.ifi 1780. 
At a very numerous arid refpect- 
able - meeting of the gentlemen, 
c ^ er gy» an "d freeholders of tnis coun- 
ty, held here this day, the following 
petition arid refolutions were unaril- 
nioufly agreed to : 
i~o the Honourable tht Cemtrions of 
Qreat Britain, in Parliament af- 
fembbt:. 
The Petition bfth* Genil*mtn % Cl*rgy 9 
and (rttboldtrt of tit ewnty of 
Dor/tt, ■ 

Sheweth, 
That this nation hath been ei^. 
jjagetf, for feveral years, in a moft 
expensive and unfortunate war ; that 
many of our valuable colonies, hav- 
ing actually declared themfelves in- 
dependent, have formed a ftrift con- 
federacy with France and Spain, the 
dangerous and inveterate -enemies of 
Great-Britain ; that the confequence 
of tkofe combined misfortunes hath 
been, a large addition to the na- 
tional debt, a heavy accumulation of 
taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, 
manufactures, and land-rents of the 
kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminifhed re- 
fources and growing burthens of 
this country, and convinced that 
rigid frugality is now indifperifrbly 
neceffary, in every department of 
the State, your petitioners obferve 
with grief, that notwithftanding the 
calamitous and impoverished condi- 
tion of the nation, much public 
money has been ( improvidently 
fqaaoderedj and that many indivi- 
duals enjoy finecure places, efficient 
places with exorbitant emoluments, 
and pensions unmerited by public 
ferviccs, to a large arid Hill wcreaf T 
ing amount. 
* Your petitioners conceiving that 



the true end of every legitimate 
Government is not the emolument 
of any individual, but the Welfare 
of the community ; arid confideririg 
that by the conftitution of this realm, 
the national purfe is intrufted , in a 
peculiar manner to the cuflody 6t 
this Honourable Houfe; beg feave 
farther toreprefenf, that until effec- 
tual meafures be taken to redress 
the opprefllve" grievances', jiereln 
ftated, the grant of any additional 
fum of public money, beyond thje 
produce of the preferit taxes, wijl 
be injurious to the rights and pro- 
perty of the people, and derogatory 
from the honour and dignity of Par- 
liamerit. 

Your petitioners therefore appeal- 
ing to thejuffice of this Honourable 
Houfe, do moft earheftly requeft 
that effectual meafures may He 
taken to enquire iritoand correel the 
grofs abufes in the expenditure ojf 
public money j to reduce all axorbi- * 
taht emoluments j to refcind and 
aholifh all finecure ptfaces arid uri^ 
merited penfions j and to appropri- 
ate the produce to the heceflities of 
the State in fuch manner as to, the 
wifdorii of Parliament iha^l feeni 
meet. 

And your petitioners fliall eVelr 

pray, &c . . • f j 

After which the following re/olu- 

tions were propofed* and alfo uria'- 

nimoufly agreed to : 

j. *Fhat the petition now read tp 
this meeting, addreued to the Houfc 
of Commons, is approved by tEtt 
meeting. 

*, That a Committee' of forty- 
one gentlemen be appointed to carry 
on the neceffary correrponderice.for 
efieftually promoting the" cbjecY of 
the petition, and to prepare a plan 
of an aflbciatiohj.'ori legal arid con- 
ffitutiorial grounds, to Tupport" that 
laudable reform, and fuch other 
meafures, as may conduce to itftore 
the freedori* of Parliament, to be 
T 2 prefchted 
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prefented by the Chairman of the 
Committee to this meeting, held by 
adjournment, on Tuefday t^he 25 th 
day of April next. 

The following gentlemen com- 
pofethe Committee: 

Mr. Parry, Chairman, Mr. Start, 
Hon. L. Darner, Hon. J. Damer, 
Mr. E. Walter, Mr. Drax, Mr. 
Obrien, Mr. John Pleydell, Mr. 
Portman, Mr. Brown, Mr. Foy, 
Mr. Fitch, Mr. W. Frenchard, 
Mr- Piccard, Mr. Chapman, Mr. 
Churchill, of Henbury, Mr. Chur- 
chill, of Colliten, Mr. John Floyer, 
Mr. William Richards, Mr. George 
Gould, Mr. Wentworth, Mr. Meech f 
Mr. Horner, Mr. W. Whittaker, 
Ogden, Mr. Burland, Rev. Do&. 
Sherive, Rev. Mr. C. Ruflel, Mr, 
W. Floyer, Mr. J. W. Bufrough, 
Mr. S. Fawkner, Mr. W. Chafin, 
Mr. J. Richards, Mr, H. Churchill, 
tolr. Bennett, Mr. J. Toogood, Mr, 
Bellamy, Mr. Roe King, Mr. H. 
King, Mr, J. Randall, Mr. G. 
Milner. 

3d. Refolved, Tnat the thanks of 
this meeting be given to H. Sturt, 
Efq. one of the Reprefentatives of 
this county, fcr his fteady, upright, 
and independent conduct in Parlia- 
ment, for his afliduous endeavours 
to procure this meeting and his truly 
cdnftitutional conduit in wishing to 
\ take the fenfe of his confHtuents, in 
order to regulate his line of conduft 
in the Houfe of Commons at this 
period, when matters of the utmofl 
confequenee to the kingdom in ge- 
neral aye likely to be agitated. 

4th. Refolved, Tha> the thanks 
of this meeting be given to John 
Damer, Efq. Member for the bo- 
rough of Dorchefter, for his inde- 
pendent conduit in Parliament, and 
for his attendance and fuppojt this 
day, 

5th, Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given' to An- 
thony Chapman, Ef<j. for having, 



as Chairman of the Quarter Seffiems, 
requefted the Sheriff to call a nicet- 
irig of the county in this alarming 
ftate of national affairs. 

6th; Refolved, That the thanks - 
of this meeting be given to David 
Parry, Efq. Chairman. 

7th, Refolved, That the Mem- 
bers for the county be defired to pre- 
fent the 'petition, and to fupport the 
fame. 

8th, Refolved, That this meet- 
ing do adjourn to the 25th day of 
April next. 

D. Parry, Chairman. 



CUMBERLAND. 

Carlijle, Jan. 2, l?8to. 

In confequenee of the High 
Sheriff's advertifement, a very nu- . 
merous and refpeftable meeting was 
held. A petition was called for, and 
unanimoufly agreed to: a petition 
was then offered, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy : 
To the Honourable the Commons of 

Great* Britain in Parliament af 

fern bled : 
The Petition of the Gentlomen, Clergy % 

and Freeholder i of tht county of 

Cumberland, 
Sheweth, 

That this nation hath been en* 
gaged, for feveral years, in a moll 
expensive and unfortunate war ; that 
many of our valuable colonies, hav- 
ing t actually declared themfelves in- 
dependent, have formed a ibid 
confederacy with France and Spain, 
the dangerous and inveterate ene- 
mies of Great-Britain ; that the 
"con feq uen ce of thofe combined 
misfortunes hath been, a large ad- 
dition to the national debt, a heavy 
accumulation of taxes, a rapid de- 
cline of the trade, manufa&ures, and 
land-rents of the kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminished re- 

fotirces and growing .burthens of 

this country, and convinced that 

rigid frugality is now indifpenfibly 

neceflary 
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with grief, that notwithftanding the 
calamitous and impoverifhed condi- 

./.. tion of the nation, much public mo- 
ney ha* been improvidently fquan- 
dered, and that many individuals 

r enjoy finecure places, efficient places 

_ with exorbitant emoluments, arid 
pennons unmerited by public fervi- 
ces, to a large and flill increafing 
amount. 

Your petitioners therefore appeal- 
ing to the juftice of this Honourable 
Houfe, do moft earneftly reaueft 
that fpeedy and efFe&ual meafures 
may be taken by this Houfe to en- 
quire into and correft the grofs 
abufes in the expenditure of public 
raoney; to reduce oil exorbitant 
emoluments ; to refdnd and aboliih 
all finecure places and unmerited 
peniions j and to appropriate the 
produce to the neceffities of the 
State in fuch manner as to the wif- 
dom of Parliament fhaD feem meet. 
And your petitioners fhall ever 
pray, &c. 
An amendment, which did not 
alter the object of the petition being 
moved, and fupported by five gen- 
tlemen only, the original petition 
was unanimoufty agreed to by the 
other gentlemen prefent : after which 
the following refolutions were una* 
nimoufly agreed to, viz. 

Refolved, That the petition now 
read to this meeting, addreffed to 
the Houfe of Commons, and re- 
queuing that fpeedy and effectual 

.. meafures may oe taken by that 
Houfe to enquire into and correct 
the grofs abutes in the expenditure 
of public money ; to reduce all ex- 
orbitant emoluments, to refund and 
aboliih all finecure places and un- 
merited pennons, and to appropriate 
the produce to the neceflttie* of the 
. State, is approved by this meeting. 
Refolved, That a Committee of 
(he following gentlemen be appoint* 



fpondence far effectually promoting 
the object of this petition, viz. 

The Earl of Surrey, Geo* Edw. 
Stanley, Efq. Thomas Pattinfon, 
Efq. J. O. Yates, Efq. W. Dacre, 
Efo. Jofeph Liddell, Efq. John 
Lolh, Efq. Thomas Story, Efq. C. 
Aglionby, Efq. T. Holme, Efo. 
Rev. Mr. Rainooek, Rev. Mr. Hud- 
dlefton, H. Birket, Efq. M. Ponfo*- 
by, E£g. Humphrey Senhonfe, Efq. 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be riven to William* 
Hafell, Efq. High Sheriff, for hi* 
great attention to the wiihes of the 
county on this occafion* 

Refolved, That thanks be given 
to Sir James Lowther, and Sir Mi* 
duel ie Fleming, Bart*, xor their 
attendance at this meeting. 

Among the gentlemen who at* 
tended this meeting were, the Earl 
of Surrey, Sir James Lowther, Bark 
Member for Cumberland, Sir Mi* 
chael le Fleming; Bart. Member for 
Weftmorcland, John Pennington, 
Efq. the Rev. Dr. Graham, George 
Edward Stanley, Efq. Wilfon Brad* 
dytl, Efq. &c* The meeting was 
the moft numerous and refpe&able 
ever aflembled in this county : a- 
mong the great number of nobi- 
lity and gentry prefent were the 
Duke of Portland, Earl of Egre. 
mont, Bifhop of Carlifle, Henry 
Fletcher, Efq. Member for the 
county, and feveral other gentle- 
men, who were prevented from at- 
tending, deftred that their concur- 
rence and fuppert of the meafure 
might be generally known. 

NORTHAMPTON. 
Jan. 31, 1780. 
Saturday laft, in purfuance of the 
High Sheriff's advertifement, a moil 
refpe&able meeting, confining of no- 
blemen, gentlemen, clergy, and free- 
holders, &c. aircmb'ed in the County- 
hall, in thi* town, to confider of fuch 
meafure* 
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wstuform to might be jndged mftft 
proper to be taken in the prefent £tt»* 
ation of public atiairs ; whed » Mr 
Thn/fby agreed to withdraw hu mo- 
tion, and to adopt an idea of Sir'Wif. 
Ifam Dolbtm's, which was, that infliea* 
«f prefeatiftg a petition to Parliament 
the county ftould give propter in* 
aVn&ion*. td their reprefen , tative*\ 
This was apfproved of; the iriflrac- 
ttani and reflations, which aire below* 
were wiammonfly agreed to ; aad thd 
Meeting broke op witn great appear- 
ance of good nomerur and fatisra&iori. 
The principal speakers for the niotioa 
wete Low* John Cavtndrfc, Mr. 
Thurfby, Sir jafthuan Imam, Sir 
William Wake, Mr. Hanbnry, JWr. 
Powys, and Dr. Hill ; thofd againft 
fhe petition, were Sir WlHiaaa DoU 
ben, Mr. J. Rebinfon, Mn Robin- 
fca, andMr. Kerrr 

Tie follanrlng h z copy of the in- 
fro&ioftt of the gentlemen, clergy* 
and freeholder* of the cou nty of North* 
a-mpton, to their representatives in 
Parliament, Lncy (nightly andrTho^ 
ft] as Powys, fefqrs. * 

Setting forth, J 

" That this nation hath been, and 
h foil, engaged in a ffloft expenfrre 
war, which has unavoidably Can fed a 
treat increafeef taxes, the Burthen of 
Which makes the ftricleft frugality in 
every department of the ftate *bfo-- 
Jntely neaeffary ; and that we, there* 
lore, think it neceflary to'inflrud our 
Members to reprefent to the Hon. 
Hou-fe of Common's, how neceflary 
h is to ufe tbe-uHfteft exertion of oeco- 
nomy to alleviate the burthen, by 
timely exerting thofe powers wjth 
which this Honourable Houfe is in- 
V^fted. *' "■ '' r - -• 

'*** And we recommend that fome 
plan fhould be adopted for abolifhtog 
finecure places, preventing iff future 
the granting unmerited penfions, re* 
ducing exorbitant falanes, and an* 
nexing fettled ftipends to offices in 
Sen of perquifites of ©flue ; taking 



into cemfidemion .what fa 
be made, continent with 




nity and juftice, appropr 
fame to the neceffities of%he Jtajc, in 
fuch manner as to the wifdom of Par* 
liament mall feem meet j ,whicfe wftf, 
we conceive,, be produoHve of fuch - 
relief to the country, as will eaaMf 
it to fujjpori the burthen laid on it*-? 
And being made fcnfible that a Audi- 
ejus attention is had to osconoiny in 
the expenditure of public money, we 
mall with confidence and zeal, con* 
tribute to revenge the unjuft and for- 
midable attacks of our enemies, and 
not defpair of feeing this again a for- 
midable and happy nation. { 

To the above iaftruclipns wer$ 
added the following refohiuons ; , „ , 
" Reiblved, That the,inflruc5ioai 
be returned to the Sheriff *s office, at 
Northampton, on orjbefore the- 15I& 
of February next. . " . 

" Refoived, Tnat the, Sheriff & 
requeued to call a meeting of the; 
gentry, clergy, and freeholders of the 
coupty of Northampton, to be hetd 
at the County-hall, at Northampton, 
on Wednefday in Eafter weekv to 
receive the report of the refolutions 
and inftru&ions delivered this day. 

•*" Refolved that the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the High $heri£ 
for his great readinefs to call this 
meeting; and that the fame be in- 
ferred , with the ioilru&ons, in the 
Northampton and other papers. 

Rogers Parker, Sheriff. . 
Northampton, Jan. 29, 1760. 



NORWICH, 
Jan. ac-, 1780, 
At a iftry numerous and refpe&able 
meeting Jjcld this day at the Shire* 
houfe on the .Caftle-hill, the High 
Sheriff hashing explained the occahoa 
of the, meeting, by reading the letter 
figned by feveral refpe&able gentle- 
men, requesting him to vail it \ and 
having refigncd the chair, Edmund 

'RoiA* 
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RnMe, Eiq. was defired to take ic 

wd-xhe foMowiitt pctidott and refo* 

lotions were almoft unanimously 

afcreedtor* - - •* ., 

f* the frmmaik the tymmtmi of 

Great Briimin^ in Par liament af+ 

ftmttedi, < .-.■.■«? '/'-'./ . 

£2/ Pmthn rf th$ Qmtltmt*, Fret- 

< &ahler*4 Lanj'Qtwxtrss and Inhm* 

biUtmt ^paying Utxti in tlieumuttj of 

[' - Sheweth, - • < : I i. , 
...That your petitioner*, alarmed at 
the, fitti r .g«cmng burtieAs: of that 
country, notwkhftand^ thri annual 
dunsnatierivof itsvfuppkesy feeKng 
that ^ the ibicleft o**oi>omy m«& be 
adopted in every rank of priraje life, 
nurft lave loft every, power of re* 
fle£Hon not tadifcera, that the mofc 
rigid frugality is abljahttely neceflary 
in- -every department of the ftate. 
To this Uononrable Honfe then yous 
petitioner* look up for fuccour and 
peotf dkxn : to/ you they aj>ply as 
mace "peculiarly cntrufted, with the 
onritronl of the national purfe ; and 
with, all that k&ckwdc which the 
prefer e- of private dlftbefs, and the 
dread of public ruin can excite, ear-* 
nefily requeir. that this Houfe would 
be f^eafed to make no grant of public 
ssnney -without the. mot .palpable 
evidence of its rtecejficy, and that 
they wmHbe pleafed ihrther o> pro- 
vide, by aU the means with which the 
conititation furniihei, nndTwitk all 
that vigour and rofointion wkh which 
aeat far that conditeriDii can. inspire 



them, that none of the. public money* 
wheKgramtcd, be improperly applied, 
or improsiafently fquaadeped. 

^TJmei^oafed by effect to the in* 
veftigation of their caufes, fufretnyour 
petitioner* ft& further te-reprefent, 
that the time is now arrived, when it 
iao lyoosxenabforutely re^uirite, that 
alt Jaiccuae place* and pennons un* 
marked by public iervice, Should be 
ajjofcfeod^ and that the exorbitant 
assofeunents, even of efident place* 



4ortJd -t>e> Tidied, and tkat f*cfc 
txperviUttrts way no longer Penan** 
to increase the calamitous and iav 
poverifhed oondhion of the nation 
and to add. a great and ,uacon4tttu- 
tional influence to the- -crown ;—*», 
ncoeffion of influence,, which the be! 
informed in the jaw*, the , iiacereJt 
fetauts of Government, and the mot 
loyal and faithful fa bj efts to. the 
King* have U the hour of calm re> 
fleclion, «n*arped tiy intereft, . «ar 
biaffisdjby narty, not only deploredL 
as Mimical W the liberties of th» 
connify, on? as tending to e£ec\ 
what: it foon may, the entire iab- 
verAon of the wholefahrick of the 
conftitttttoja. 

Your . petitioners, therefore, ap- 
pealing tathe jeflice of this Hon. 
Houfe, and confiding in your fidelity 
to the principles of your delegate! 
truft, do not only moft earoeily re. 
queft that effe&ual meafgrea may h* 
taken towards redrefling the opprek 
five grievances Herein fcated, eetot* 
any new burthens be laid npoa this 
afflicted country, but beg leave like* 
wise to sepwfcnt, that unkfs fnch 
meafures be fo taken, the grant of 
any public money beyond . the pre-r 
duce of the prefent taxes, will be 
injurious to the rights and property 
of the people, and confidently de^ 
rogatory from (he- honour and dig* 
nity.of Parliament. 

And your petitioners Hull ever 
pray, *o 

~R*3QLPTI0^S, 

i. Refolved, That the petition] 
now read and anproved, be prefented 
to the Koufe of Commons, and that 
the Members for the county be da* 
fired to pre&rft the fame. 

2. Reiblyed that a Committee bo 
appointed, fiw conducting and fnp* 
porting the petiucov .. 

3. Refolved, That the Committer 
be deitred to octrefpond with the 
Committees of other connties, 

; 4. Refolved, That the firid Coat- 
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auttee have power to add to their 
Bomber, if they think proper, and 
that any fovea of the {aid Committee 
lhall conitttute a quorum. 

$. Refoivtd, That the following 
gentlemen be of the Committee : 

Sir John Berney, Bart.' Sir William 
Wake, Bart. Sir H. Harford, Bajfe 
Jacob Aittey, Efq. Edmund Rolfe, 
Bfq. John Buxton, Efq. Robert 
lellowes, Bfq, William Calhoun, 
Efq. Miles Branthwayte, Efq. John 
Micklethwaite, Efq, S. Cooper, 
D. D. Robert Lee Doughty, Efq. 
.George Chad, Efq. Dixon Hofte, 
Kfi^ Martin Rimten, Efq. Edward 
ftatt, Efq. William Tooke, E(q. 
James Town fe ad, Efq. Miles Branth- 
wayte, jun. Efc. John Kcrrick, Efq. 
Thomas Kerrick, Efq. Crifb Moh- 
»eux, Efq. P. Wilkinfon, Efa. Z. 
S. Girdleftone, Efq. Engle Knights, 
Efq. James Crowe, Efq. F, Thrulh- 
ton, Efq. H. Repton, Efq, Wm. 
Manning, Efq. H. Gooch, Efq, S. 
Browne, Efq. D. Jones, jun. Efq. 
John Aftley, Clerk. Ed. Howman, 
Clerk. W. Gibfon, Clerk. T. Meur, 
Clerk. R, Browne, Clerk, Jn. Adey, 
Gentleman. 

6 V Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Right 
Hon. Lord Walpole, and alfo to the 
following gentlemen, Sir Edward 
Aftley, Bart. Thomas William Coke, 
Efq. Sir Haxbord Harbord, Bart. 
Thomas Pownall, Efq. Members of 
the Houfe of Commons, for attending 
this meeting, and Supporting the 
petition. 

7. Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the High 
ShcriiFfor calling this meeting. 

8. Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Edmund 
Rolfe, Efq. the Chairman, for his 
very firm, candid, and impartial con* 

'- 9. Refolved, That this meeting 
Be adjourned to Friday, April the 
9th, at the White Swan-inn, in 
Norwich. 



10. Resolved, That the Commfc* 
tee be defired to print thefe refb- 
lotions*; . : - . 

By order of the Committee, 
Johk Aloham^ Sec. 

NORFOLK PROTEST. 

" We, the nohlemen, gentlemen, 
clergy, and freeholders, whose names 
are hereunto fubfcribed, do -hereby 
proteit againft the proceedings of 
certain noblemen, gentlemen, ckrgy 
mad freeholders', at a meeting held at 
the Shire-hovfe, Norwich, this 29th 
day of January, 1780. 

" 1. Becaufe we apprehend, that 
a meeting, defired at ib ihort a 
notice, and at fuch a time of the 
year, cannot be thought toexprefs 
the fenfe of the county. 

" 2. Becaufe, although we are 
of opinion that the utmott ceconomy 
is neceflary in the expenditure of the" 
public money, yet we think that it; 
is highly inexpedient, in die pre* 
fent time, to take any fteps whkb 
may imply want of conidence in 
the conftuutkmal powers, to whom' 
the national defence, and the means 
of fupporting it, are committed ; 
and more efpedallr when any de- 
lay in the public fuppKes may git* 
the moft fatal advantages to the ene- 
mies of our country. And, 

" 3. Becaufe the refolutaons cre- 
ate a committee with powers on* 
known and ttnconftttutmnal, diftincl 
from thofe of the reptefeatatim of 
the people, implying diffidence of 
their conduct, tending to weakett 
their influence and privileges in 
Parliament, and, in consequence* 
to controul and over-awe their pro- 
ceedings-" 

DEVON, 

At a very refpe&able in 

the gentlemen, clergy, -and 
holders of the county of Devpsv 
held here this day, the following 
petition, moved by Lord Count* 
nay* and Seconded by Sir Thomas 

Dyke 
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Dyke Acland, Bart. was .refolved 

to be prefented to Parliament. 

To the Honourable the Commons of 

Great Britain, in Parliament of- 

fembled/ , ' ' / J 

The Petition pfthe Gentlemen, Clergy^ 

and freeholders, of the county ' of 

Devon, 

8 * ;Sheweth,\ ' • ■ : 

'That, your petitioners cannot'' 
View the declining fituation .of the 
Britifli empire, without calling on * 
tliu, Honourabie Houfe, by every 
tie of interefl, honour, andjliftice, 
to avert the ruin that menaces this 
once ^great. and prosperous nation, 
by a proper and timely exertion of 
thofe powers, which, by the Con- 
ftitutipji„ this Honourable Houfe; is 
iavefte^with. 

$faipe& at the diminifhed re-' 
fensces and growing burthens of this 
country, and viewing with the great - 
efl concern a large addition tp the 
natioaajt debt, an heavy accnmula- 
fion of taxes, a rapid decline, of the 
trade,; manufadures, ancL land rents, 
of tnji kingdom, We are convinced 
thai; the moft ftri& and exemplary 
frugality is now indifpenfibfy ne- 
ceflary, in every department of flate, 
in. ord(y* -£o enable his, Majefly to 
profecute the war With the greater 
vigour. 

Your petitioners obferve with 
grief,, that notwithftanding the ca- 
lamitous and impoverimed condi- 
tion of the, nation, much public 
money has been : improvident^ 
fquaadered, and that many indi- 
viduals enjoy finecure places, ef- 
fiaenj; places, with exorbitant emo- 
luments, and penfions unmeritedl 
by public fervice, to & large and 
fhll increafing amount, whence the 
crown has acquired an extenfive" and 
unconstitutional influence, which, 
if not reftrained, may foon prove 
fatalito the liberties of this country. 

Your petitioners therefore, ap<- 
pealing to the juilice of this Ho- 
nourablfi Houfe, do moil earneftly 
requeft that effeftu^l meafures may 

Vet. IX, 



be taken by this Holrfe. to enguire 
into and correct the grofs abufcs in 
the, raifing and expenditure of pub- 
lic money ; to reduce all exorbitant 
emoluments ; to refcind and aboliih ' 
all'iinecure places and unmerited 
penfions ; and to appropriate the 
produce to the necejSties of the 
Irate, in fuch manner as to the wif- 
dom of Parliament mall feem meet. 
And yonr petitioners fhall ever 
pray. ^ ' 

After which the Following refo- 
lutions were propofed and agreed 
to, viz; ■ 

■ ift. Refolved, That the thanks- 
of this meeting be given to Robert' 1 
Lydfton Newcombe, Efq. the High' 
Sheriff, for his impartial conduct,- 
and for the readinefs fhewn by hfm 
in calling this meeting on the re-" 
quifitiorr made to him for that pur- 
pofe. 

2d Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Right 
Hon, Loro: Vifcount Courtenay, for 
moving, and to Sir Thomas Dyke 
Acland, Baronet, for fecondiflg the! 
motion for this petition, and to the 
Noblemen and Members of *the 
Houfe ©f Commons, Who have ho- 
noured this meeting with their pre- 
fence : and fupport. 

3d. Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given tp John Par-* 
ker, Efq. for his conftant attend- 
ance and upright conduct In Par- 
liament ; and that he and John 
Rolle, Efq. our Reprefentatives ia 
Parliament, be dehred to prefent 
and fupport this petition in Parlia- 
ment. 

4th. Refolved, That a Committee 
be appointed to carry on the ne- 
cefTary correfpondence for effectually 
promoting the objeft of the petition, 
and fuch other meafures as may con- 
duce to reflore the freedom of Par- 
liament, , and promote ceconomy is 
the railing and expenditure of the 
public money ; and tiiat they do 
meet and adjourn when they lhall 
fee occa£on for fo doing. 
» The 
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The {j&llowing gentlemen compofe ' 
the Committee : 

Robert Lydfton Newcombe, Efq. 
S'vrThomas Dyke AcUnd, Sir John 
CnicheiUr, Sir }ohn "Davie, Sir 
Thomas Carew, Sir John Pole, Sir 
Fre4« J*emou Rogers, Sir Jacob 
Wolfe, Holu Mr. Fortefcue, Mr. 
Arfcot, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Spicer, 
Mr. Culwe, Mr. Coffin, of Hex- 
worthy, Mr. Hamlyri, Mr. Rad- 
cliffe, Mr. M-. £. Parker, Mr. 
Niobs, Mr. Troyte, Mr. Rhodes, 
' Kir. Doidge, Mr. Colman, Mr. 
Fatty Mr. Ingiet Fortefcue, Mr. 
Chichejfter, Mr. Short, Mr. J. 
x?an»,Mr. Holdfworth, Mr. Wro. 
Elford ILbert, Mr. Southcote, Mr, 
}#* JX Sanders, Mr. Chplwkh.Mr. 
Gregg, Mr. jC. Yongc, Mr. F. S. 
fckvwcom.be, -Mr. C. Harris, Mr. 
Bicklbrd, Rev. Mr. Haller; Rev. 
Iflr. Clack, Rev, Mr. Acland, Rev. 
D. Wookombe, Rev. Mr. New- 
combe. Rev. Mr. Andrew, . Mr. 
A* Hpinikon, Rev. J, Hayter, Rev. 

t Bradford, Rev. J. Heywood, Rev. 
., Ellicombe, Rev. H.EUkombe. 
, /5th, Received, That this meeting 
&q ■a<y° urn to Tuefday the. 4th day 
of Apfpil next, at this place, at ele- 
ven* o'clock in the forenoon,; an£ 
that the proceedings of this meeting 
be printed. • 

JEIojmrt LyDjTON Newcombe, 
; Chairman* 



BERKS.. 
:. - ■ * J*>** 5*» l 7%o* 

. Atf very numerous. an4, respec- 
table meeting of the iirft perfons of 
cenfiderarton and property in the 
county of Berks, the following pe- 
tition a»4 re&huioaw were unanir 
ijumfly agree4 to, . 

\ [Tbtpttimm #ndt*M9 firft ftfilu**. 
*s$mr 1/hm the Jam* ss tk*fi-Jr*m tkt 
svwn efYorkJ\ 

3d., Refolved, That the following 
gentlemen cempofe the Committee, 
a*4 have power to add to their 
, number if they think proper, and 
that feven of the faid Committer de 
conftitute a quorum. 



Eafl'oF Abingdon, Earl of Kar- 
court, Earl of Radnor, Lord Craven, 
Mr. 'Ehves/Mr. W. H. Hartley, 

ffrtn P. Ifrrfc MK Arinefly, Sir W. 
tonehoufe, Bart. Sir Jpf. Andrews, 
Bart. \ Cjeneral Smith, Mr. James, 
Sir Archer Croft, Mr. filagrave, of 
Kingwood, Mr. Andrews, Mr. F- 
Cowflao 1 . £ cv * Pi\ Pppham, Hon. 
and. Rev. T)r. Tracey, Mr. ColHiis, 
Rev. Mr. Loder, Mr. Archer, Sir 
Wm. Jones, Bart. Mf. Ben. Tom- 
kins, Mr. Bullock, Mr.' Keck, Mr. 
Jofcph Tomkins, Mr. Thornhlll, 
Mr. Head, Mr. Sloper, "Mr. Blan- 
dy, Mr. £. Southby, Mr. Nath. 
Southby, Mr. Sam. Southby, Mr. 
Charley Pye, Sir Wm. Eaft, Bart. 
Mr. Leigh Parrot, Mr. Bfagrave, 
of Calcot> Mr. Blagrave, of BuH- 
marft, Mr. Grant, Mr. R. $outht>y 
Mr. J. .M- Smith, Mr. Atkins, Mr. 
Martin, Mr, Bum, Mr, Potenger, 
Mr. J. Pottinger, Mr. Clarke, *fr. 
T* Price, Mr. Bellas, Colonel Mil«, 
Mr. T. Cowflad; 

4th. Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be givtfn to the' fol- 
lowing Lords and Members of rSr- 
liament, who honoured it with 1 their 
prefence and fupport. 
.. ; The £arL of Abingdon; J the 
Earl of Harcourt, Lcrdt?raVen, J ft#r. 
fclwes^ Mr, W. H. Hartley, the 
, Hon.- Per. .Bertie, Mr. Ptomer. 

jth.' Reic4vcd fc That the thanks 
of this ^meeting "be given to the 
H%h;Slieriir; Richard Smith, Ef^i 
for t his, ready* cempHancp with: 1 tn* 
requejft mad$ to' him to Call the 
county together,,; for his ready ac- 
ceptance, of the chair, ,and Ae pro; 
pnety of his conduft therein. 
. 6th ; Revived; That the tfcanks 
of .this, meeting be given to" Mr. 
Blwes and Mr. Jlartfey* Meftibers 
/or this county, L for their upright 
conduclin Parliament. 
/7th, feeiqlved^.That 1 the thanks 
of this meeting be gjveh to aH the 
Members/of both Ho*fts of Par- 
liament, who Kay* truly', "fteadirjr, 
and uniformly fupported the rights 
•f the people. r 
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8th. Hejbl ved, That the Commit- 
tee now appointed, do immediately 
fit at the New-Inn, in Abingdon. 
; 9th. Refolved, That this meet- 
ing be adjourned to the '21ft of A- 
pril next, at Abingdon. 

The Committee at the York Ta- 
vern, in York, having obtained 
leave from Sir George Savile to 
pubiifli a letter fent by him to 
William Chaloner, Efq. Chairman 
of the General Meeting, take this 
•pportunity of communicating it to 
the public. 
To William Chaloner, Efq. 
Sir, Rofferd, Jan. 11, 1780. 

I had yefterday the honour of re- 
ceiving ypur obliging letter of the 
7th inftant, in which you tranfmit" to 
me the refolution of the meeting 
.held at York on the 30th of De- 
cember, refpecYmg the Members of 
both Houfes of Parliament who. were 
prefent at that meeting. 

At the fame time that I deiire to 
expr^fs to you, Sir, how fenfible I 
am of the part which falls to my 
ihare of that very honourable "notice ; 
give me leave to add, that as a fer- 
yant of the county, I accept it as a 
mark of favour from my conftitu- 
eitts,. beyond what I had any title. 
to look for or expert : for the op- 
portunities are few, that the repre- 
fentative has of communicatingiwith 
Jaige bodies of his conftituentsoh 
their xno« important public. con r 
cerns, that it would be' itrnnge neg- 
ligence, indeed, not folickouJly to 
embrace every opportunity of know- 
ing their, opinions., featiments, and* 
wuhes refpe&Ing great public mea- 
fures ; but more particularly fo on 
iuch ari occafion as this, when not 
on4y a? very. Urge number of my 
electors were likely to be afTcmbled f 
but where the profefled objedl was 
to call for a reformation of abufes 
of the moft fatal tendency ; and at 
a time too when (confiJcring 'the 
price we have paid) public affairs 
wear a vg-y melancholy and un- 
promifing afp<jcl. When there T 



fore a veryj. refpectabje body. con-' 
ceiving their properties to.be parted 
with, and lavifhcd to the worft of 
purpofes, called out for feme limit* 
to be fet to extravagance, and ex-* 
prefled their wifhes that the fource* 
of corruption might, at leaft, in fome 
degree be diminiflied, it fnrery would* 
have betrayed a ftrange forgetful-' 
nefs of his duty in their reprefenta- 
tive, had he not attended and joined 
in the general voice for the attain- 
ment of fuch an object. 

I moft heartily wifh, nay, I wifl 
venture to entertain fome hopes, that 
the voice of a complaining people 
will be attended to ; and that every 
beneficial confluence may enfue 
which the moft fangotne can pro- 
mife themfelves from an application 
fo conftitutionally and fo temperately 
made. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the greateft regard, 
Sir, 
Your much obliged, 
And moft obedient fer?ant, ; 
G. Savile, 



WESTMINSTER-HALL. 

Feb. a, 17^0. 

At a very large and moft refjpec* 
table meeting of the electors and in- 
habitants of this city and Hbertyv 
paying taxes to government, held 
here this day. 

The Hon. Charles ^ James Fo^ 
was uaanimoufly voted in the chair ff 
after which, 

A ihotion was made and fecond* 
ed, and the queftioa being put, it 
was refolved, nemlnt cenfradittfitf, 

That a petition, tfmilar trf that 
from the county of York, be pre* 
fented to the Houfe of Commons. 

The petition was afterwards pro- 
duced, read, and unanimoufly aV 
greed to. 

It was likewife further refolved, 
ncmine <ontradlcentt f that this meet- 
ing do approve of a Natioral 
Association, on legal and con<* 
ftitutional grounds, t6 promote * 
reform in the txpenditure of pub- 
.' U a- n Ke 
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lie money, to reduce all exorbitant 
emoluments, to refcind and abolifh 
all finecure places and unmerited 
peniions, ana to reftore and fecure 
to the people the freedom and in- 
dependence of Parliament, as in- 
difpenfibjy neceflary to the welfare 
qf the itate* 

Kefolved, «», con* That a Com- 
^xittee of one hundred and three be 
Appointed, to carry oh the neceflary 
correfpondence, for effectually pro- 
moting the objeft of the petition, 
and to prepare the plan of an JJ/o- 
ciation on legal and constitutional 
grounds, to fupport the laudable 
rrform, and fuch other measures, as 
may conduce to reilore the freedom 
of Parliament, to be prefented by 
tjie Chairman of the Committee to 
this meeting, held here by adjourn- 
ment, on Thursday % the 6th of April 
next. 

Refolved, That the fpllowmg no- 
blemen, gentlemen, and inhabi- 
tants, cpmpofe the Committee. 

Duke of Portland, Lord Temple, 
Lord Egremont, Lord Cholmondely, 
Lord Derby, Lord Craven, Lord 
George Cavendifh, Lord King, Mr. 

James Grenville, JVfr, Turner, Mr. 
.'ox, Mr. Wilkes, Lord Richard 
Cavendifh, Sir Charles Davers, Col,' 
Barre, Lord Edward Bertfinck, Mr. 
Rd. Hippefley Coxe, Lord Fred, 
Cavendifh, Rt., Hon/ T, Townf- 
iend^ Mr. Wood, Mr. Byng, r/Ion, 
Colonel Fitzpatrick, Mr. Burke, 
Lord. George H. Cavendifh, Lord 
Bulkeley, Sir Robert;* Clayton, Sir 
Robert Bernard, GeneralBurgoyne t , 
I4r, Crewe, Mr. Sa\ybrid^e, Lord 
John Caven4iih, Sir Jfarry Fether-, 
Son, Mr. Hun,t, £ir John Ramf- 
den, Mr. Shuttleworth, Sir Cnarles 
Banbury, Earl Verney, Mr. Hop, 
kins, Sir WVMiddleton, Sir Cecil 
Wray, Siy Thomas Franklandj* Sir 
Jofeph Mawbcy, Mr'/W. Hartley, 
Mr. Baker, fl# r *. C^olnoun", Mi\ 
Blakifbn, Dr, John' Jebb, Mr, 
Sheridan, Mr. Samuel Hartley, Mr, 
TophamBeauclerck, Mr. Wallinger, 
^Ir, - Phillimore, Mr." Vardy, Mr; 



J> Brett, Mr. Tyflen, Mr. Wood, 
jun. Mr. Churchill, Lord: Surrey*; 
Mr. W. Scott, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. 
Hayes, Mf. Arthington, Mr. Johu* 
Jennings', Mr. Richards, Mr. 
Watkins, Mr. Blair, Mr.* "Hume, 
Mr. Bum, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Vin- 
cent, Mr. Payne, Mr. B. Wood, 
Mr. Beckford, Mr. Marfault, * Mr, 
Frith, Mr. Glanvill, Sir Francis 
Vincent, Mr. G reive, Mr. Cromp- 
ton,jun. Mr. Almon, Mr. frogatt, 
Mr. Byron, Sir W. Gibbons, Mr, 
Adair, Mr. Adair, of Pall-mall, Mr. 
Lloyd, Mr. Duckett, Mr. Bracken- 
bury, Mr. Gibbord, Mr. Geo. Jen. 
nings, Mr, Harrop, Mr. Tafbery 
Mr. Burton, Mr. Fladgate, Mr. 
Hufley, Mr. Harris, Mr. Alder- 
man Burnell, Mr. Minier, Mr. Gray, 
Mr. James Ellis, Mr. Miles, Mr; 
Townley Ward, {Mr. Tho. Gren- 
ville. 

Refolved, That the faid Committee 
have power to add to their numbers* 

A motion being now made, and 
queflion put, it was refolved, unahi- 
«otf/^,That the petition be prefentetj 
to the Houfe of Commons, by the 
Honourable Charles James Fox, the 
Chairman of this meeting.' 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Members 
of both Houfes of Parliament, who 
have honoured it with their prefence 
and fupport. " ' 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Gentlemen 
who figned the requifition to the 
High Bailiff, and who convened the 
meeting. 

Refolved, That the Committee 
do meet this evening at the King's- 
Arms Tavern, palace-Yard, at.fe-, 
ven o'clock. >:....• 

A 1 motion was then made by Dr. 

Jebb, and feconded by Lord John 
'avendjfh, arid the question being 
put by an ele&or, it : was refoI*vfd 
itnanimoujh, That the Honourable 
Charles James fox, the Chairman 
Of this meeting, be requeued to of- 
fer himfelf a candidate to repre-- 
Tent Ae City ai\d\Ubmy of weft. 
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ihlifller hi ' ParllrlnftnV'at " thi en* 
fuiirg*general election. - 

RefSved, That tW thinks of the 
meeting be given to the Chairman, 
md that the whole of thefe proceed- 
ings be published, fighed by the 
Chairman. 

' Then the meeting adjourned to 
Thferfday, the 6th of April next, 
I* W*faririfter-Hall. ■ 
• - - - Signed by order of the meeting, 
^CWjkRLiV James Fox, Chairman. 



Pelham, Gage, Montagae, Dart- 
mouth, Geo. Germain, fii&op of 
Chichefter, Sir John Shelley, Bart. 
Sir James Peachey, Bart. Sir Cecil 
Bisfhopp, Bart. Sir Merrick Bur- 
rell, Bart. Sir Ch. Eversiield, Bart, 
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••SUSSEX PROTEST. 

y Wc the noblemen, gentlemen, 
clergy, atfd freeholders of the county 
of Suflex,*whofe names are hereunto 
fnbfcrrbed, do hereby declare our 
disapprobation of the proceedings of 
a meeting held at Lewes, the aoth 
of January, 1780, 

Jjecaufe, although in the prefent 
exigency of affairs, public ceconomy 
is undoubtedly neceflkry, yet, truft- 
inj* in the wifdom of Parliament to 
redrefe all grievances which do really 
exift, we conceive that the allega- 
tions in the petition prOpofed to be 
prefented to tlw Houfe of Com- 
morts, unfupported by pfoof, tend 
to Tniflead, and, together with the 
refolutions of the meeting, are cal- 
culated to produce diffidence and 
fufpicions in the minds of the peo- 
ple, at a time "when unanimity and 
confidence in Government are e£. 
fetftially neceflary, tcf fupport and 
invigorate the exertions of the ftate 
again ft the moft formidable attack 
which' has ever been made on the 
JiritifH dominions. And we do moft 
particulary proteft" againft the re- 
iblatibns 1 of appointing a Committee 
of Correfpondence, with the deuiared 
purpcTe of farming genera! aflbciati- 
Otts, apparently tending to over-rule 
tKeLegiilature, to introduce meafures' 
Jncfcniiftent with, and fubverfive of, 
Our prefent excellent Conftitution, 
send leading to confufion and anar- 
chy, 

(Signed) 
Dorfct, Afhburuham^ Hampden, 



A D I N G. 

February 3, 1780* 
At a very refpe&able meeting^ 
the electors of this borough, held 
this day in the Town-Hall, the foU 
lowing petition and refolutions were 
•nanimoufly agreed to : . 
Ye the Honourable the Commem if 
Great Britain, in Parliament of, 
femllei: 
The petition of the E/e&trs cf thi 
torough of Reading* 
Sheweth, 
Thatyour petitioners, cojifidering 
the vaft ftwns of money that have 
been expended in the preient unfor- 
tunate war, fenfibly aifcfied them- 
Mvts by the heavy taxes already iait 
upon the fubje&sof this kingdom, 
and alarmed at the idea that other* 
may be ihortlv impofed, humbly re- 
queft your honourable Houfe t» 
turn (heir moft Prions, attention to 
the diminished refources ahd grow- 
ing burthens of this country. ;. 

Your petitioners conceive that hi 
this time of general diflrefs, it will 
be neceflary to alleviate the -public 
burthens, by abolishing finetdwaroi 
ufdeft places, curtailing the exorbi- 
tant (aiaries And perquifities annexed 
to others, and refuming many un- 
merited peafions, the difpofal of 
which, not only occasions a great 
waAe of public trca&re, but give* 
an unconstitutional power to the 
Minifters of the Crown, fubverts the 
independence of Parliament, and 
operates with ao undue influence pn 
all that is dear to. our country. 

Your petitioners humbly conceive 
that the' interposition of your ho* 
nourable Houfe in thefe points, and! 
its diligent attention. to a juft and 
^economical expenditure of the pub- 
lic revenue, by pcrfons intruftod 
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with it> may be productive of great 
national good, and enable this coun- 
try, by properly dire&ing and com-* 
tuning its refources, to prevail over 
its moft powerful enemies, 

They therefore prefume thus to ad? 
drefs their petition to your Honour- 
able Houfe, afluring them, jhat it 
does not in any wife originate from a 
fpirit of party, but is dictated by 
the cleareft conviction that th*. pre- 
sent fitnation of affairs requires the 
attention of every man, and hU 
honeft and fpeedy exertion of all 
pofiiWe means to promote and de- 
icnA the public weal. 

And your petitioners fhali ever 
pray, &c, 

Refolved, That the two Members 
fox this borough be deurcd to prefent 
the petition to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and that they be requefted to 
fupport the feme. 

Referred, That the unanimous 
thanks of the meeting be given to 
the Chairman, and that the petition 
and the above refolutioiu be inferted 
In the Reading paper. 
Extr&$ nf a letttr from. Reading, 
Ftbruary 4. 

** Ysfterday there was a general 
meeting of the electors of this bo- 
rough, to confider of an application 
to Parliament, when Henry Dcane, 
Eft], was chofen Chairman, who 
opened the bufinefc in a fhort and 
fcnfible fpeech, A petition was 
propofed by Mr. Simmonds, and 
Jeconded by I>r. Nicholls, Mr* 
Andrews enlarged upop thje pur- 
pofes of the meeting, in fuck a«man. 
ner as did him great credit,. The 
petition was unanimously agreed 
to/* 



NEWCASTLE upon TYNE. 
February 5, 1 779. 

In confeqnence of the advertife- 
ment of the Stewards of the incor- 
porated companies of this town, a 
numerous and rcfpe&able meeting q{ 
the free burgefles, freeholders, and 
principal inhabitants of this place, 



Was held in the Guildhall here on 
Thurfday, when Francis FoHter # 
Efq. Mayor, was unanimously voted 
into the Chair. After.opening the 
bufinefs of the meeting, Mr. Bore** 
in, a ftort pertinent fpeech, fno}*e 
to the purpofe of thefe meetings, 
highly applauded the fpirit of the 
people for perfevering in fuch « 
conlHtutional manner for obtainuM| 
redrc&> and did not doubt but furc£ 
means wcmld, in the end, prarye 
effectual. Bj. Rotheram follow«4 
Mr. Bowes, a»d exhibited adefeijM 
tive fceneof the condu&of A<kni- 
njftration ; defcribed, in the clear^ 
manner, the Conftitution of tha% 
country, ihewing the rigai thp 
people were inverted with of appfer^ 
mg to the Commons in Parlia^a^ 
for redrefs in every national 00*^ 
«em i and very warmly comme.n4eet 
the fpirit of Englifhmcn for their, "at* 
tention^ at this calamitous period, 
to the obje&s pointed out in the pe- 
titions* Several petitions were, tftgaa 
read, and the following, Amilar tq 
that of the Cumberland petition, 
was unanimously agreed to; 
To the Honourable the Commons oj* 
Griff -Britain, in Parliament aj^ 
jtmbitd : ...... ^ 

JF&tf Petition of the Mayor, Burgtjjfi$\ 
Freeholders , and principal Inhabi- 
tants of Newcaftle upon Yynt, .. . r 

Sheweth, 
That this nation hath been en- 
gaged, for feveral years, in a moft 
CJfpenfive and unfortunate war; that 
many of our valuable colonies, hav~ 
ing actually declared themfeLves in** 
dependent, have formed a ftridt 
confederacy with prance and Spain^ t 
the 4^ng e rou s and inveterate cne* 
mies of Great-Britain ; . that the coo^ 
fequence of thefe combined misfor- 
tunes hath been a jarg* addition to 
the national debt, a heavy accumu* 
htion of taxes, a rapid decline. o(* 
the trade, manufactures, and land- 
rents of the kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminished re- 
fources and growing burthens of this 
country, 
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country, "and convinced that rigi4* 

frugality is now indifpenfibly Aecef-- 
fary, in every department of the 1 
State, your petirioners ofcferVe wfth : 
grief, that riotwkhftanding *he ca- 
lamitous and impoverished condition * 
of the nation, maeh : fmblic money 
has been improvklentry ftjudhdered, 
and that many individuals enjoy 
ilnecUre places, efficient fflaces wilfh 
exorbitant emoluments, and pennon* 
wnmerited by public ferviees, to a 
large and ftill encreafing amount. 
Your petitioners therefor*, an- 
gling to ! thc jiiftiee of th$s Hon. 
loufe, do moft earn*flfy~re<qtteft that 
fpeedv and effe&md meafuret may 
betaken by this Houfe to enquire- 
into and correct the grofs abufes in 
the expenditure of pubHe money ; to 
reduce all exorbitant emoluments y 
to refcind and abolim all fmecure 
-place* and unmerited pennons j and 
to appropriate the produce to the ne- 
ceffities of the Staie in fuch manner 
-9$ to the wiftom of Parliament fhali 
feem meet. 

And your petitioners fl*aH ever 
pray, &c. 
>A Committee was afterwards ap- 
pointed to carry on the neceftary 
correspondence for eflfeftually pro- 
moting the object of . this petition ; 
and the following refolutions were 
uuattisioufly agreed to : 

Rejbfrod, That the thanks of this 
Jfceeting are due, in a particular 
maimer, to Mr. Ma'tpit, for his 
fpfri&d exertions in favour of thi9 
jJefkieh* and the general wffties of 
the tie* burgeflbs. 

Refolved, That tW thanks of 
th;i# meeting be given to Mr* Al- 
derottfiv Adtinfon and Mr. Alder-. 
BKu> Hornby, for (heir ft*ady con- 
cujremce and luppOrt of *he fame. 

flefolvcd, That the thank* of 
thk Tfteering be cranfm.itted to the 
Rl, Hon, liord Ravenfworth, for 
his ready concurrence and approba- 
tion of ™ meafure, Sgniftefi by his 
Lqrdmlp'* letter to the Stewards of 
tfe* uM*rpaj*«ed $©mj>Miff««f IJew- 



caftle; and for his exeirtplary con- 
dud in parliament. 

Refolvodi That the thankj be 
given .to A. Robinfon Bowes, EJij. 
For honouring thts meeting wrth his 
attendance, and for his countenance 
and zealous f^pport of the petition, 

Refolved, That thanks be given 
to the Committee, appointed by thd 
Stewards, for their care and affiduiry 
in conducing and promoting this 
bttfmds. 



SURREY PROTEST. 

At Lord Onflow's meeting of the 
freeholders of Surrey, on Monday 
the 7th of February, at Epfom, the 
following proteft was agreed to : 

Snrrey.— Left the proceedings of 
the meeting cajled by the late High 
Sheriff of this county, on the 21ft 
day of January laft, mould be con- 
fidered as the general fen fe of the 
county, we whole names are hereunto 
fubferibed, the Sheriff, Lieutenant, 
Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the county of Surrey, - 
having taken into our ferious con- 
sideration the faid proceeding?, do 
not object to the general prayer of 
the petition then agreed to, but we 
do, as good and loyal fubjech, 
ftrongly proteft againft the refola- 
tion for an afibciation and Com* 
mktee of Correfpondence, for the 
purpofer therein mentioned ; be- 
caufe we think fuch Affociatious 
and Committees of the moft danger- 
ous tendency, and, coupled ' with 
petitions, can, as we conceive, hare 
no other meaning, tljan to over-awe 
and controul the free difcuffion and 
determination of the feveral matfer* 
contained therein by parliament, th# 
pnjy power intrufted by the Con* 
fticution to judge and decide upon, 
the feme, thereby affuxning a felt 
constituted power to over-turn the 
legiltature', the eftabliftrment l of 
which was the great objeel of the 
glorious Revolution. 

It was a very thin meeting, and 
the Vttfirtefr very duU. 

.AMERICA, 
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A M E R I C~ A r 

Philadelphia,. 
- Fittjbwrgby Sift. 23, }J79* 

S 1 it, 

I am honoured with your favour 
•f the 30th of laii month. 

1 take the liberty to incIofe~you 
the copy of a letter herewith fent to 
lis Excellency die Commander in, 
Chief,, containing an account of the 
expedition I lately made againit the 
&nec& and Muncy nations, and wiih 
the relation may give you pleafure. 

I likewife fend a return of the 
gficers of the 8th P. regiment, 
with their refpe&ive claims to pro- 
motion, and beg you be pleafed to 
fend their cornminions accordingly, 
*nd the arrangement of the Penn- 
sylvania line. 

I al£b inclo(e you the talks of the 
Delawares, Wyennats, and the Ma- 

tuichees tribe of Shawanefe ; and I 
. atter myfelf that there is a great 
lhare of fincerity in their prefent 
profeflions. 

Since my laft this frontier has en- 
joyed perfedl tranquility, but the 
new fettlement atKentucke has fuf- 
fered greatly* 

; litave the honour to be, with the 
highefl regard, Sir, your moil obe- 
dient humble fervant, 

Daniel Brodhead, 
CoL commanding W. D. 
Hon. ^Timothy Pickering* Efq. 
Prejident cf the Moj&d of War. 
fitfjburgb) Sept* 16, 1 779, 
Sir, 
I returned from the expedition 
againft the Senecas and Muncy na- 
tions the 14th inil. and now do my- 
felf the honour to inform you how 
far I have Aicceeded in profecut- 
iag it, 

I 'left this place the ■ 1 1 th of laft 
month, with 605 rank and file, in- 
cluding the militia and volunteers, 
and one month's provinOns (our all) 
* wltich, except the live cattle, was 
Cranfponed by water, under the 
efcortof ioo, men, to a place called 
Mahoning, about fifteen mile* at 



bove Fmt Araitrong ; when?, after. 
four day*, detention by t exceffive 
rains ajioVtthe Graying of fome of. 
the cattle, the jftores were loaded on 
pack-horfes i: and the troops pro- 
ceeded on/ t^e march for Cpnowago, 
on the jfcth leading to Gutficuflung* t 
At ten miles this fide the town, one 
of the advance guards, conJilHng of 
fifteen white men (including the 
fpies) and eight Delaware Indians, 
under the command of Lieutenant.; 
Hsurding f of the eighth Pennfylva- 
nia regiment, (whom I have before 
recommenced to your Excellency 
for his great bravery and (kill as a 
partisan) 4ifcpvered between thirty 
and forty warriors coming down the* 
Alleghany river in feven jcanoes. 
Thefe warriors having likewife 4if-, 
covered fome of the troops, trarr|e- 
diately landed, /tripped .off their 
fhirts, and prepared for action, *>and 
the advanced guard immediately be- 
gan the attack. All the troops, ex- 
cept one column and flankers being 
in the narrows between the river, 
and an high hill, were immediately 
prepared to receive the enemy ; 
which being . done, I went forward 
to difcover the enemy, and faw fix 
of them retreating over the river' 
without arms, at the fame time the 
reft ran away, leaving their canoes, 
blankets, fhirts, provisions, an4 eight 
guns, befides five dead, and, by the 
&gns of blood, feveral went, off 
wounded ; only two of) our men, 
and one of the Delaware Indians 
(Nanowla^d) were wounded, and 
fo nightly that they are already re- s 
covered and $t,for aftion. - 

The next morning the troop* 
proceeded to Buckloons, where I 
ordered a; fmall breaftwork to bft 
thrown up of felled timber and 
fafcines. ,A Captain and forty men 
were left to fecure our baggage ami 
irores, and the troops marehe4 im- 
mediately^ to Conowagp, which I 
found had- been deierted :about 
eighteen months pail* ' Here the 
troops feggaed much, aoortified, be- 

caufe 
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eaufc we. h ad no perfon to ferve 
guide to the upper towns, but I or- 
dered them to proceed on a path 
i appeared to have been tra- 
velled on by the enemy fome time 
put, and we continued marching on 
It aboo* treaty mi)es bdfor* any dif- 
©ovexies were made, except a few 
track* of their fpies, but immedi- 
ately after afcending a high hill, 
we discovered the Alleghany river, 
an^d a number of corn Held?, and* 
defcending, feveral towns which the 
enemy had deferted on the approach 
q£ the troops ; fome of them fled j uit 
;fore the advanced guard reached 



< *& 
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weretmUt of {quare and round 
logs, and frame work. From the 
great quantity of corn in the ground, 
and the number of new houfes built 
and building, it appears that the 
whole of the Seneca and Muncy na- 
tions intended to collect to this fet- 
tlement, which extends about eight 
miles on the Alleghany river, be- 
tween one hundred and feventy and 
two hundred miles from hence ; the 
river,' at the upper town, is little, if 
any, larger than Kifltamantes Creek. 
It is remarkable, that neither man 
nor beaii has fallen into the enemy's 
hands on this expedition. . I have* a 



the town, and left fcveral packs of happy prefage that the counties of 



deer- kins. At th^ upper' Seneca 
town, we found a painted image, or 
vvar-poll, cloathed in dog fiun j and 
John Montour informed me, this 
town was called Yoghroonwago : 
beildes this we found feveral other 



Weitmoreland, Bedford, and Nor- 
thumberland, if not the whole weft- 
em frontiers, will experience the 
good effeft of it. 

Too much praife cannot be given 
to both officers and foldiers of every 



towns, confining in the whole of corps during the whole expedition ; 

their perfeverance and zeal during 
the whole march (through a country 
too inaccefiible to be described) can 
fcarcely be equalled in hiftorv. 

On my return, I found here the 
Chiefs of the Delawares, the princi- 
pal Chief of the Hurons, and now 
the King of the Maquichees tribe of 
Shawanefe is likewife come to treat 
with me. 

The Wyandots, and the Maqui- 
chees tribe of the Shawanefe, pro- 
mife very fair, and I have promifed 
them peace, provided they take as 
many prifoners and fcalps from the 
enemy as they have done from us, 
and on every occafion join us again ft 
the enemies of America, which they 
have engaged to do. 

The bearer, Capt. M'Intire, has 
fome private as well as public bufi- 
nefs to tranfaft at Philadelphia ; I 
have therefore directed him to pro- 
ceed to Head Quarters, and he will 
have the honour to wait on you with 
this letter. 

I have the honour to be, with 
the moll perfect regard and efteem, 

X your 



130 houfe\ fome of which were 
large enough for the accommodation 
of three or four Indian families. 
The troops remained on the ground 
three whole days, destroying the 
towns and corn fields, I never faw 
finer corn, although it was planted 
much thicker than is common with 
our farmers. The quantity of corn 
and other vegetables deftroyed at 
the feveral towns, from the beft ac- 
counts J can collect from the officers 
employed to defhoy it, mull certainly 
exceed 500 acres, which is the to well 
e ili in ate ; and the plunder taken 
15 efti mated a: 3000 dollars ; I have 
directed a faje to be made of it for 
the benefit of the troops, and hope 
it will meet your approbation. On 
my return I preferred the Venango 
road* The old towns of Conowago, 
B tic Jdoons, and M ag h i n q uech ahock- 
ing, about twenty miles above Ve- 
nango, on French Creek, confiding 
of thirty -five large houfes, were like* 
wife burnt. T 

The greateft part of the Indian 
houfei were greater tJian common* 

. rx\ 
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year EwclknfyV moft obedient, 
and humble fervant, 

Daniel Brodhead. 
* P. S. The Delaware Chiefs have 
joft bow called on me to build fome 
block-houfes at Coochoking for the 
prote&ion of their women and chil- 
dren whilft they are out againft the 
Englim and M in goes, and I hare 
agreed to fend a detachment for that 
purpofe, agreeable to the articles "of 
confederation. 

His Exeellenty GentredWajhington. 
Fubliihed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
'■■ ■ ■* ■ t '■ ' — ■■ 
Philadelphia. 
The following are the Indian 
talks inclofcd in Cokwel Brodhead's 
letters, published in our laft by order 
of Congrefs: 

fhe Speech of peoNYONT^T, the 
Wyandot Chief, to Machincivk 
Keeshuch, &//. 17, 1779. 
Brother, Liften to me. 
Brother, It grieves me to fee you 
with the tears in your eyes. I know 
it is the fault of the Englim. 

Brother, I wipe away all thofe 
tears, and fmooth down your hair, 
which th| Engliih and the fojly of 
my young men has ruffled. 

Now, my Brother, I have wiped 
-away all the ftains from your cloaths 
and fmoOthed them where my young 
men had ruffled them, fo that you 
may now put on your hat, and fit 
with that eafe and compofure which 
you would defire. (Four. firing$ 
•hf white wampum.) 

Brother, Linen to the Huron 
Chiefs. 

Brother, I fee you all bloody by 
the Engliih and my young men. I 
mow wipe away all t}iofe ftains and 
make you clean. 

Brother, I fee your heart twifted, 
and neck and throat turned to the 
one fide, with the fcrief and vexa- 
tion which my young men have 
caufed, all which difagreeable fen- 
fctions I now remove, and reftore 



you to your former tranquility* -ft 
that now you may breathe with cafe, 
and enjoy the benefit of your food and 
and nourifhment. J 

Brother, Your ears appear to fee 
flopped, fo that you cannot liften tp 
your brbthers when they talk of 
friendihip. That deafnefs I iiow re- 
move', and all fteppage from your 
ears, that you'ttayfitteri to the friend- 
ly fpecches ofyottr^rbtTicrs,-aml that 
they may fink deep kitifyour heart. 
' (Seven firings of*white wampumi'J 

Brother, Liften to me. 

When I look round me, I fee *he 
bones- of our nephews lie ! fcattered 
and unburicd. 

Brother, I gather up the bone* of 
all oof young men on^ both fides, 
who have fallen in this difpote, witji- 
out any drftin&ion of party. 

Brother, I have now gathered m> 
all the bones of our relations on both 
fides, arid wi\l bury them in a large 
deep grave, aiid ffoooth ft over $, 
that there (hall not be the leaft fign 
of bones or any thing to raife any 

f'rief or anger in any of our minds 
ereafter. 
Brother, I have' now buried the 
bones of all our and your relations 
very deep. You -very weft know that 
there are fome of your fleffi and blood 
m our hands prisoners : I/srfiurp you 
that you mall fee them all fafe and 
well, (fight firings qf ^vufiifr wam- 
pum,) ' 

Brother, f now look up to wfeere 
1 our leaker p, and think there {s ftfll 
fome darknefs over bur head>, fo that 
God can hardly fee us, «n account 
of the evil doings of the Kinj oyer 
the great waters. A1V tne ^! 5 &}*)*■ 
clouds,' which have raifed 00 account 

* of that bad King, I now entireh^ re- 
move, thar God may Wcfe arjd fte v» 
in our treaty of frfendflaip, and- be a 
witnefsto -the truth ah<i i fincefity of 
our intentions. ( fimt firings of*wbii$ 
wampum)*. 

Brother, As God puts aHour hear,tt 

* right, I now give thaftks jp God Al- 

mighty, 
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nSfclfff, to- the Chief Men of the 

Americans, to my old Fatttef the 
Ktog'df Prfate, and to*yoo, Brother, 
that' we cart now talk together on 
friendly tettrrs, and fpeak our fenti- 
ments without interruption, (four 
fttingiHf }$&kft and white •wdtmpum). 
Brother*' You knew me before you 
faVme, arid that I had not drawn 



) 



ttia* yotf will take pity trpeft tnd rjtfie* 
nationywho are my ftimitt, and? if 
any of *hem fhouM incline to tako 
hold of your hand, I reqaeft that you 
would comply and receive, them into 
friendship. (A black belt tf tkvtn 

Brother, Liften. I tell you to be 
canttous, as I think you mt«4 to 



away my hand from yoarsy w I fenf ftrike the man near to where I fit, not 
y&u <word feft year by Ca^fairi White' ' to £o the nigheft way » where- he Is, 



Etes. 

Brother, I look up W Heaven ? and 
caH God Almighty witrtfcfs to the" 
ti*ut!h of whdt 1 f*y, and th'at'it really 
comes from my heart. ■ 

Brother, I noivteFl yofc thartlhare 



le7* you frighten »the owners of th«~ 
law** who ate ttrirtg through t**r 
country between this and that pfceo. 

Brother, You now Men to ra«> ' 
and one favour I beg ofyoais, that 
when you dritfe a^ay you# ctaearidtf, 



foY ever thrown off my Father the »you will athrw nre to co ntinue in pof- 
#n£liffi; antf will never give him' any fefflon of my property, which if yo* 

grant will rejoice me. 

Brother, I would adrift yotf, wh*» 
you ftrike the man near wlwfel fit,t» 
go by water, as it will be the safcft 
arid beft way. 

Brother, If you intrfh* to ftritee; 
one way is to go up the Alleghany 
and- by Prifqailte ; anottoe* way irfto 
go down this river and up die " Wa> 
bam. 

Brother, Tkereafcws why I m-tn- 
tiorved the road up the 1 river is, that 
there will be no datfge* of your btfirig 
difcovtred until yon are ctofe* upOft 
them, but on the road down the riv4j 
yoa will: be fpied. 

Brother, Now f have told yeu tfe* 
way by Prifqoilley add that it Is tbt 
boundary between ns a#d yoor tne* 
mies; if you go by Wabaft, yout 
friends will not be fiirprffed. 

Brother, You mutt not thfefe ftat 
what 1 have faid is only my owa 
thoughts, but trrt opinion of aH;thd 
Huron Chiefs, and- 1 fpeafe in behalf 
of them all. If yotfgfent what &» 
Voars I have aflted of you, ad! 1 out 
friends arid relations- witt be thankful 
and glad as far as they oan hear aH 
round'. 

Brother, The reafow why I hat* 

pointed out th^fe two roads is r that 

when we^hear you art? in one of themr, 

X ^ wc 



afflfttince'; and there are* tome anrougft 
stfT the nations- r>a*--thrnk*he" fame 
things fhat I dor*rid I wrfo they 
would *litMnkft>.* 

Brother; I cannot anfwer for all 
the" nations-, as Ldorirt know all their 
thoughts, and will fpeafc only what I 
am fore of. 

Brother, L'iften to rrre. I love all 
the nations, and hate none*, and when 
I return home' they fhall all hear \that 
you fay, and what is done between as; 

Brother, Jhavejuft now told you; 
that I loved afl the nations, and f fee 1 
you railing up the- hatchet againft my 
younger brothers the Shawanete.- I 
Keg of yon to ftop a little while, as 
he has acver yet heaTd mc; and 
when- he* has heard me, if he does not 
cHftfe'to thhtk arwe do, I will tell 
yera- of it'immedraPely. 

Brother, Piiftend to- fpeak roughly 
to my yoArtrger brother, and tell him 
not toMeh'to theEnglifh, but throw 
thettiofF, arid Hiten-tonTe*, and then 
Wmay N Was- 1 dtr. 
* Brother, I thank you for leaving 
the fbftrefs atTufearivyas, and am 
convinced by that you have taken 
pity, on us, and wa*nt to make us 
your friends. 

" Brother, T now ttke d firmer hold 
of your h«ati^ than -befbre, and 1 beg 
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we will know your intentions without 
further notice, and the Huron Chiefi 
defired me particularly to mention it, 
that they may meet you in your walk, 
and tell you what they have done, 
who are your, enemies and who are 
your friends, and I in their name re- 
queft a pair of colours to ihew that 
we have joined ia friendftiip. {Four* 
teen firing* ofbUck wampum). 

, Brother, The Chiefs defired me to 
tell you, that they had fent Montour 
before to tell you their intention, and 
they leave him to go with you, that 
when you meet your brothers ypu 
rosy confult together, and underhand 
one another by his means. 



H$ad-quart*rs, Pittfiurgh, Sept. 19, 

Maghjkoive Kbeshuch /* Doo- 
kyontat, Principal Chief of the 
Wyandots* 

Brother, Yefterday I had the plea-. 
fure to hear, you fpeak, but when I 
had heard all, and you had taken no 
notice of what I mentioned to you 
before againft the Englifh, I could 
not tell what to think. 

Brother, The Chiefs of t)ie Wyan- 
dots have lived too long with the En- 
glim, to fee .things as they ought to 
do. They muit have expe&ed, when 
they were counfeiiing, that the Chief 
they fent to this Council fire, would 
fina the Americans afleep, but the 
fun, which the Great Spirit has fet to 
•light this ifiand, difcovers to me they 
are much miftaken. {Four firings of 
hlack and white wampum) . 

Brother, 1 wilHell you why they 
are miftaken ; they mufthave thought 
that it was an eafy matter to fatisfy 
us, after doing all the mifchief they 
could. They fliuft have heard, that 
the EnglUh were getting weaker, and 
the Americans Wronger, and that a 
few flattering words would, with giv- 
ing up our prifbners, fecure to them 
their lives, the lives of their women 
and children, and their lands, and the 
wicked Shawanefe, who have fo often 



embroed their hands in the blood of 
the Americans ; and that in my miliC 
tary operations, they had a right ta 
mark out the road I mould march on. 
{Six firings of black and white Wam- 
pum*) 

Brother, I, however, thank you for 
wiping away the blood, and burying 
the bones of our young men, and for 
calling off that bad Father, the Kinjg 
of Britain, over the great laljye, {Three 
firings of white wampum.) 

Brother, I left the fort at Tufcara- 
was, becaufe it gave uneafinefs to &- . 
veral of the Indian nations, which* I , 
pitied, andpromifed to fave, if they, 
would do what was right before God, 
and I Hill intend to do it : bat I have 
faid they muft do what is right, and 
they muft fend fome of their great 
men to me, to remain as hoftages, un- 
til they have complied with the terms. 
If this is not done, all words will be 
oonfidered as wind, and no regard 
will be paid to them. And though I 
Ipve peace, and could wt(h to faye the 
lives of my countrymen of this ifland, 
I am not afraid of war. {Four firings 
of black wampum). 

Brother, 1 will now tell you what 
I conceive to be right, and I will 
leave it to all the world to judge of it : 
I think the nations you mention, and 
wifh me to receive into friendship, 
ought to fend hoftages to me, as 1 faid 
before, until they have killed, and 
taken as many from the Englifh and 
their allies, as they have killed and 
taken from the Americans, and re- 
turn whatever they have flolen from 
their brothers, together with their 
flefh and blood, and on every peca- 
fion join us againft our enemies. < 
Upon thefe terms, which are juft, 
they and their pofterity may live in 
peace, and enjoy their property with- 
out ditturbante from their brethren of 
this iilaad, fo long as the fun mines, 
or the waters run. {A black 'belt 
rows*) 

Brother, I have now /poke from 
my heart. I am a Warrior as well 
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as.a -Gounfcllor. My words arc few, 
but what I fey I will perform. And 
I muft tell you, that if the nations v 
will not do juftice, they will not be 
able, after, the- Englifh are driven 
from this ifiaod, to enjoy peace and 
property. fFtur firings of black 
wampum J. 

Brother, When I go to war, I will 
take my choice of roads. If I meet 
my friends, I fhall be glad to fee 
them ; and if I meet my enemies, I 
ihall be ready to fight them. 

Brother, You told me you had not 
yet fpoken to the Shawanefe. You 
likewife fay that you had not yet let 
flip my hand, if fo, why did you not 
fpeak to them ? They have heard their 
grandfathers, the Delawares, and 
they have heard me. I fent them a 
good talk, but they threw itinto the 
ire. 

Now, brother, I muft tell you, 
that I cannot now prevent the Sha* 
wanefe being flruck by Col. Clark; 
I hear he is gone again ft them, and 
will ftrikc them, before I can fend to 
call him back, But if the Shawanefe, 
do what is right, as I have told you, 
they {hall enjoy peace and property. 

This beft confirms my words* 

(A white and black belt, rows)* 

K.EI.LELEMAN tO MaCHINCIVB 

KrBSHUCH, Septemher 21, 1779. 
Brother, I told my grand-chil- 
dr n, the Shawanefe, when they came 
to me yefterday, to remain with their 
grand-fathers, until they had fpoken 
to their brothers, the Americans, 
They anfwered tliey would comply 
with the requeft of their grand -fa- 
thers. This our grand-children fpoke 
to us, and faid, grand-fathers, we 
are humble, and are now come unto 
you— Now I am come to you, I take 
my hands and wipe your eyes, that 
you may clearly fee the light, and 
that ihefe are your grand children 
who now appear before you, and like- 
wife remove every obitruction from 
your can, that you may hear and un- 



derstand me* I alfo cotnpofe your * 
heart, that you may be difpofed to . 
pity your poor grand-children, as 
your ancient Chiefs uied to pity their 
grand « children,, the Maquichees, 
when they were poor or humble before 
them. Now my grandfathers, I cell 
you to pity your grand chil4ren, the 
Maquichees, and whatever you direct 
them to do, wiH be done. Now yon 
have heard your grand-children fpeak, 
and you will judge what to fay to - 
your brother Maghingive Keefliuch* 
(five firing* if white wampum). 

Now grand-fathers, here is a little 
tobacco to fill your pipes, that you 
may cpnfider and pity your grand- 
children Maquichees. , . ;* 
Keefhmattfee, to his grand-fathers, ? 
the Delawares. 

Grand-fathers, I now take my 
Chief and Counfellor Nimwha, and 
fet him down on the ground before 
you, that he may aifilt you in conft- 
dering the diftreiTed iituation of your 
grand-children 

Killbuck to Colonel Broadhead* 
Brother Maghingive Kecmuch, 
Li (len to me. 

You always told me, that when any 
nations came to treat of peace, I 
ihould firft fpeak to them, and tell 
you my fen ti menu of them, which I 
am now come to do, in regard to my 
grand-children, tile Maquichees* 

I told them I was much obliged to 
them, for clearing my eyes, my ears, 
and compofing my heart, and that it 
was time, that many bad things en* 
ter into my ears. 

I remember you told roe to pity 
you, and it is true, I have pitied you, 
my grand-children, the Shawanefe. 
' Now, I tell you, my grand-chil- 
dren, it is very wed y ;u put me in 
mind of my wife anceftors, who, out 
of pity to you, took you up, and 
placed you before them. 

My grand-children, the Maqoi- 
chees, it is true, you have done no 
harm, but 1 fee feme llains of blood 
upon you, which the mifchief an4 

folly 
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fdflyof fome of your young men 
hare occasioned. — Now, my grand 7 
cfcHdren, I will advifer you flow f6 
becteanfed from your bJobaY'flajns ;'. 
deliver tt> our brother 7 Maghin^iVe 
fcedhuch, alibis flefh • and blooli 
w^ieh are prifoners in fottr hands, 
aijd'the-horfes yon hare' ftbleh From 
the Americans. My grand-children, 
wnen you have done this, you will 
then J be clean,' your flei7i and heart 
will be the fame as mine, and I can 
again- take you up, and fet yott 
down before me, as our wife Chiefs 
formerly did. 

Nov, iny grand-children. I tell 
you, for feveral years paft jou have 
been fraught with lies, which I am 
tired of hearing, and in future you 
mull tell me nothing but truth^ 

Now Kften to me, my grand-chtt- 
A-en, you fee how dreadful the day 
looks, and how thfck the crouds- ap- 
pear; don't imagine this 'dty to be 
Wee that on which you firft came to 
your grand-fathers. I tell you that I 
hav**fjmfhed the chain of friendfhip. 
Tne^Thirteen United States and J, 
are on/. I have already aflifted my 
Brofcher, in taking the flefh of the 
Kngliftt and the Mingoes. You told' 
me jufl now, that whatever I told 
you, you would do ; now I offer you 
. the-fieft of the Englim and Mingoes- 
to eat, and that is the only method 
I know of, by which your lives may 
be preferved, and you allowed to 
Eve in peace, (delivering them a 
Jrring.of warnpunrand two fca4ps.) 
They received the firing and fcalps, 
&id faid they were glad to know 
tftis, and as they had before ' foid, 
whatever their grand-fathers told 
them, they would do, fo they told 
•fcherrt again on receiving the fcalps. 
They faid, now grand-father, I am 
▼ery glad to hear what you have faid ; 
I have got in my hand what yqu fay 
will lave my life, and immediately 
fung his war-fong. The Speaker, 
having danced, delivered the fcalps 
to the King, who likewifc ro£e and 



fur/gthe waring, ami ftid, Now , 
my grand-fatRfrsj-altlrbiighyoti have; 
often feht good fpeeche* lotfcie other- 
tribes of' the Sh^vatreftPnatJorr-^ret' 
the>" would hot* recelvf them 1 , inxi~ 
/Hi! tooJf up tne tomofcawle to rrrfke f 
your brother*, fVvilf how go dAd de- 
liver them what I have in nry hands, " 
which I fuppofetteywllf receive. 
Delaware CUveV to : MagRihgive ; 
■ Keefhuch. 

Brother, We 'are' come to let yon 
know thereruk of out Comtcif, re- 
ceding the Maxjuiehees. 

Brother, Liflen- This is t&e way I 
have confidered the matter, and if I 
am miffeken, I am' very forry for it/ 
Brother, let us both, confider of h, 
f thought, when I looked in hii 
eyes, that he was fincere. 

Brother, I think the MaqoicHeer 
are honeft. In former times they 
were the beft of the Shawanefe Na- 
tion. I think we may take them by 
the hand ; and you know, you told 
me, that any nation I took by the 
hand, you would alfo receive. 

Philadelphia. 
Yiavga, September 30, 1 77$. 
Sift, 

In mine of the 30th ultimo to his. 
Excellency General Wafhington, and 
by him transmitted to Congrefs, I 
gave an account of the viclory ob- 
tained by this army over the enemy 
at Newtown, on the 29th of Angurt. 
I now do myfeff the honour to in- 
form Congreis of the progrefs of this. 
army, and the moil material occur- 
rences which have fince taken place. 

The time taken up in deftroying 
the corn, in the neighbourhood of 
Newtown', employing the army fcestr 
two days, and there appearing a pro- 
bability that the deftrirttion of aH 
the crops might take a much greater 
length of time than was at fixft 
apprehended, and being likewife 
convinced, by an accurate calcula- 
tion, that it would not be, poflible to 
effedVthe deftru&ion s>f the* Indian 
country, 
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cwatry^witathe'^orifion on. hand, 
wkich was all I had in, tore, and, 
indeed, oil I had ,>pack-hdrfes to 
traafpoVt/romTeaoffa; \n thi**tftaJa- 
tion J: coidd? think of text one expe- 
dient -to *nfwer the.purpofes of the 
expedition, which .was to prevail,- if 
pomhie, .on the tfoldiexs, ^to content 
themfelves with half a pound of flow, 
am£*he fame quantity of freft beef 
fct ^lay, rather than leave the im- 
portant bunneft umftaifliecL I there- 
fore drew up an addrdfc to them, a 
copy of which I have the honour to 
incfofe you, -which* being read, was 
anfwered by three cheers from the 
whole army. Not one. diifenting 
voice was beard from either officer 
or fbidiev* I had then on hand, 
-from the beA calculation I could 
make, twenty-two pounds of floor, 
and tf xtecn pounds of beef per man ; 
the former liable to many deductions 
by tains, -croifrg rivers and denies ; 
the latter much more fo, from the 
almoft unavoidable 2ofs of cattle, 
when futfbred to range the woods at 
sight ior their fupport. I woj, 
-4owever, encouraged in the belief, 
that I Ihould be enabled to efFeft the 
deftroftion and total ruin of the In- 
dian territories, by this truly noble 
and virtuous refolution of the army, 
or whkh, I know not, whether the 
public ftand more indebted to the 
perfuafive arguments which the offi- 
cers began to ufe, or to the virtuous 
dtfpo&tion of the foldiers, whofe 
prudent and cheerful compliance 
with the requisition anticipated all 
their wiaW, and rendered perfaa- 
£on unneceiTary* I fent back all my 
heavy artillery on the night of the 
30th, retaining only four. b/afc three- 
founders, and a fmall howitwr, 
loaded she neceffary ammunition on 
horfebtick, and marched early on 
the 31ft for Catherine's town. On 
oar way we defrayed a fmall fettle- 
ment of eight houfes, and a town, 
called KnawahoW<ttdf about twenty 
houfes, fcuatod e^-A ( penuifuia, »r 
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the ^Imflux «tf -the Teaegiv ttd 
Caynga; branches, We; elfp destroy- 
ed fever al fields of coin- -.From: this 
Gdh Drnyton was detached with his 
regiment and .the rife eorps up the 
- Teaoga about, fixmiles, whodeflroy- 
. *d federal Isrgc iselda. of corn. The 
Army >*efumed their -march, and en. 
camped within thirteen .miles, and a 
half/of .Catherine's town* ^here we 
arrived the next dajt, although we 
had abroad to open fpr the artillery, 
through a fwtmp, nine miles in ex* 
tent, *nd .ajmoit impenriou*. We 
arrived near Catherine's town in the 
night, and moved on in hopes to 
fnrprizc k, but found it forfakea. 
On the next ^morning an .old woman 
of the Cayuga: natten was found in 
the woods, wie informed, thatoa the 
night, after the battle of Newtown, 
the enemy having fled the whole 
time, arrived there in greet oonfo- 
fion early the next day; that ihe 
heard the warrmra tell their women , 
they were conquered and mud fly; 
that they had. a great many killed, 
and vaft, numbers wounded. She 
likewife heard the lamentations of 
many at the lofs of their connections. 
In addition to this, Ihe aftured us, 
that fome other warriors had met 
Butler at this place, and defired him 
to return and nght again. But totals 
reqaeft they eould obtain no fatif- 
iaclory anfw*r f . for as they obfemed, 
" Butler's mouth was elofed-" Tie 
warriors, who had been in. the a&on, 
"were equally. averfe to the propofal, 
and would think of nothing but 
flight and the removal of their fami- 
lies, that they kept xunnqrt on every 
mountain to omerve the motion <tf 
our army/ who reported early in the 
day on which we arrived, that ©a* 
advance was .very rapid; upon which 
all thofe who had not been, bofose 
fent off, fled with precipitation, 
leaving her without any poJEble 
means of efcape., She.faid, that 
Brandt had taken moifc of the wounds 
edup the Teaoga in canoes.. I was 

from 
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"from many cirtumftance? T fully con- , 
vincedof the truth, and nnceripy tif 
her declaration, and the more fo t 
as we had, on the day we left New- 
town, discovered a great number of 
bloody packs, arms, and acoutre- 
ments, thrown away in the road, 

*and in the woods on each fide of k. 
Befides which, we difcovered a num- 
ber of recent graves, one of which 

'has been fince opened, containing 
the bodies of two perfbns who had 
died by wounds. Thofe circum- 
ftances, when added to that of fo 
many warriors being left dead in the 
field, a circumftance not common 

. wkh Indians, were fufficient to cor- 
roborate the woman's declaration, 
and to prove what I before conjec- 
tured, that the lofs of the enemy was 
much greater than was at firft ap- 
prehended. 

I have never been able to afcer- 
tain, with any degree of certainty, 
what force the enemy oppofed to us 
at Newtown ; ' but from the beft ac- 
counts I have been able to collect, 
and from the opinion of General 
Poor and others, who had the beft 
opportunity of viewing their num- 
bers, as well as from the extent of 
their lines, I fuppofe them to have 
been fifteen hundred, though the 
two prifoners, whom I believe to- 
tally ignorant of the numbers at any 

.©oft but their own, as well as of the 
enemy's difpofition, eftimate them 
only at eight hundred, while they 
allow that five companies of rangers, 

. all the warriors of Seneca, and fix 
other nations, were collected at this 
place. In order to determine their 
force, with as much accuracy as in 
my power, I examined their breaft- 

'worx, and found its extent more 

.than half a mile. Several baftions 
ran out in its front, to flank the 
lines in every part. A fmall block- 

* houfe, formerly a dwelling, was alfo 

: manned in front. The breaft-work 
appeared to have been fully manned, 
though I fuppofe with only one 



rank* . Some part of the, ir works 
being low, they, wereobliged to dig 
holes in the ground to cover tkem- 
felves in part. This cirruwftance 
enabled me to judge the diftaacc be- 
tween their men in the j works. ; A 
very thin fcattering* line* defigned, 
as I fuppofe, . for communicating 
fignals, was continued from thole 
works to .that part.of the : mountain 
which General Poor afcendedv where 
they had a very large body, which 
was defigned, I imagine, to fail on 
our flank. The diftance from the 
breaft-work to this, was at leaft .one 
mile and an half. From thence* to> 
the hill in rear of our right, ><*»» 
another fcattering line of about ^one 
mile, and on the hill a breaft-work, 
with a ftrong party, deftined, m 
it is fuppofed, to fall in our 
rear. But General Clinton being 
ordered fo far to the right, occa- 
iioned his flank to pafs this moon- 
tain, which obliged them to aban- 
don their poft. From thofe circuxn- 
ftances, as well as from the opinion 
of others, I cannot conceive their 
numbers lefs than what I have b#* 
fore mentioned. 

The army fpent one day at Ca- 
therine's in deftroying corn and fruit 
trees. We burnt the town, ; coniift- 
ing of about thirty houfes, and the 
next day encamped near a fmall 
fcattering fettlement of about eigfct 
houfes, and in two days after reach- 
ed Kendaia, which we alfo found de- 
ferted. Here one of the inhabitants 
of Wyoming, who had been laft 
year captured hy the enemy, efcap- ■ 
cd from them and. joined us. He 
informed, that the enemy had left 
the town in the greateft confufion, 
three days before our arrival. , Ife : , 
faid he had converfed with f«ne At 
the Tories, on their return from the 
action of Newtown, who aiTured 
him, they had great numbers killed 
and Wounded, and there, was no - 
fafety but in flight. He heard But- 
ler tell them,4hjiy mu& try to make 
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a ftand at Kanadafega ; but they de- 
clared, they would not throw away 
their lives in a vain attempt to op~ 
pofe fuch an army. Ife alfo heard 
many, of the Indian , women lament- 
ing the lofs of their connexions ; 
and added, that Brandt had taken 
moft of the wounded up the Teaoga 
in water craft, which had been pro- 
vided for that purpofe in cafe of ne- 
ceffity. It was his opinion, the 
King of Kanadafega was killed, as 
he faw Jiim go down but not return, 
and gave a defcription of his perfon 
and drefs, correfponding with thofe 
of one found on the field of action. 
Kendaia confifted of about twenty 
houfes, whkh were reduced to afhes ; 
the houfes were neatly built and 
finished. The army {pent near a 
day at this place in deftroying corn 
and fruit trees, of which there was 
great abundance ; many of the trees 
appeared to be of great age. On 
the next day we croffed the outlet of 
the Seneca lake, and moved in 
three divisions, through the woods, 
to encircle Kanadafega, but found 
it likewife abandoned. A white 
child, of about three years old, 
doubtlefs the offspring of fome un- 
happy captive, was found here and 
carried with the army. 

A detachment of four hundred 
men was fent down on the weft fide 
of the lake to deftroy Gothefeun- 
queau, and the plantations in the 
fame quarters ; at the fame time a 
number of volunteers, under Col. 
Harper, made a forced march to- 
wards Cayuga lake, and deftroyed 
Schoyere, while the refidue of the 
army were ' employed in deftroying 
the corn at Kanadafega, of which 
there was a large quantity* This 
town confiHed of fifty houfes, and 
was pleafantly fituated. In it we 
found a great number of fruit trees, 
which were deftroyed with the town. 
The army then moved on, and in 
two days arrived at Kanandaque, 
having been joined on the march by 
Vol. IX. 



the detachment fent along the Sene- 
ca lake, which had been almoft two 
days- employed in deftroying the 
crops and fettlements in that quar- 
ter. At Kaniandaque we found 
twenty-three very elegant houfes, 
moftly framed, and in general large. 
Here we alfo found very extennve 
fields of corn, which having * been 
deftroyed, we marched for Han- 
neyaye, a fmall town of ten houfes, 
which we alfo deftroyed. 

At this place we eftabliihed a 
poft, leaving a ftrong garrifon, our 
heavy ftores and one field piece, and 
proceeded to Chinefee, which, the 
prisoners informed, was the grand 
capital of the Indian country ; that 
Indians of all. nations had been 
planting there this Spring ; that all 
the rangers and fome British had 
been employed in affifting them, in 
order to raife fufEcient fupplies to 
fupport them while deftroying our 
frontiers ; and that they themfelves 
had worked three weeks for the In- 
dians when planting. This infor- 
mation determined me at all events 
to reach that fettlement, though the 
ftate of my provisions, much reduc- 
ed by unavoidable accidents, almoft; 
forbad the attempt. My flour had 
been much reduced by the failure of 
pack-horfes, and in the paflage of 
creeks and defiles, ; and twecty- 
feven of the cattle had been una- 
voidably loft. We, however, march- 
ed on for the Chinefee town, an>d on 
the fecond day reached a town of 
twenty-five houfes, called Kanegh- 
faws. Here we found fome large 
corn fields , which part of the army 
deftroyed, while the other part were 
employed in building a bridge over 
an unfordable creek, between this 
and Chinefee. 

I had the preceding evening or- 
dered out an officer with three or 
four riflemen, one of our guides, 
and an Oneida Chief, to reconnoitre 
the Chinefee town, that we might, 
if noflible, furprize it. Lieutenant 
Y Boid, 
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Boid, of the rifle corps, was the 
Officer intrufted, who took with him 
twenty-three men, volunteers from 
the fame corps, and a few from Col. 
Antler's regiment, making in all 
twenty-fi*, a much larger number 
than I hiad thought t>f fending, and 
by no means fo likely to atifwer tho 
purpofe as that which had been di- 
rected. The guides were by no 
means acquainted with the country, 
miftook the road in the night, and at 
day break fell in with a caftle, &x 
miles higher up than Chinefee, in- 
habited by a tribe called Squateha- 
kas. Here they faw a few Indians, 
killed and fcalped two; the reft 
Ued. Two runners were immedi- 
ately difpatched to me with the ac- 
count, and informed that the party 
were on their return. When the 
bridge was almoft completed, fome 
of them came in and informed, that 
Lieutenant Boid, and moft of his 
party, were almoft furroimded by 
the enemy; that the enemy had 
Keen difcovering themfelve* before 
him for fome miles ; that his men 
had kifted two, and were eagerly 
purfuing the reft, but foon found 
rhemfelves almoft furrounded by 
three or four hundred Indians and 
rangers. Thole of Mr. Boid's men, 
who were fent to fecure his flanks, 
fortunately made their efcape ; but 
he, with fourteen of his party, and 
the Oneida Chief, being in the cen- 
ter, were compleariy encircled. Air 
the light troops of the army, and the 
Ranking divifions, were immediate- 
ly detached to their relief; but ar- 
rived too late, the enemy having de- 
ftroyed the party and efcaped. 

It appeared that "our men had' 
taken to a fmail grove of trees, the 
ground around it being clear on 
every fide for feveral roods, and 
there fought till Mr. Boid was fhot 
through the body, and every imui 
fciHed except one, who, with his 
wounded Commander, was made 
prifoner. The firing was fo clofe 



before this brave party was deftroy- 
ed, that the powder of the enemy** 
mufkets was driven into their fleftu 
In this conflict the enemy mail have 
fuffered greatly, as they had no 
covert, and our men were poffeffed 
of a very advantageous one. Thk 
advantage of ground, the obftinatc 
bravery of the party, with fome 
other circumftances, induced me to 
believe their Iofs muft have been 
very confiderable* They were i# 
long employed in removing and (e- 
crcting their dead, that the advanc- 
ing of General Hand's partyobliged 
them to leave one along fide the 
riflemen, and at leaft a waggon load 
of packs, blankets, hats and provU 
ftons, which they had thrown off to 
enable them to ad with more agifey 
in thefield j moft of them appeared 
to have appertained to the rangers. 
Another reafon which induces me 
tofoppofe they fuffered much was, ^ 
the unparalleled tortures they in- 
flicted upon the brave and unfortu- 
nate Boid, whole body, with that 
of his equally unfortunate compani- 
on, we found at Chinefee. It ap- 
peared they had whipped them . ia 
the moft cruel manner, tnilfcd oat 
Mr. Boid's bails, cut off fcp nofe, 
plucked out one of hh eyes, cut out 
hb tongue, fobbed him wkh fpeurs 
ili fundry places, and inflielrd other 
tortures which decency wiit not per- 
mit me to mention - % laftly, cot off 
his head, and left his body on the 
ground with that of his unfortunate 
companion, who appeared to have 
experienced nearly the fazbe lavage 
barbarity. The jpacrcy > which, it 
feems, Mr. Boid fell in with, was 
commanded by Butler* and had been 
poftei on an advantageous piece of 
ground, in order Co fire upon our 
army when advancing; but foosd 
their defign fir-unrated by the ap- 
pearance of this party in their rear. 

The army moved on that day to 
the caftle laft mentioned, which con- 
fided of 25 houfes, and had very 
extenfive 
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txtenfive field* of corn, which being 
deftroyed, we moved, on the next 
fay* to Chinefee, croffing in our 
rout a deep creek and the Little Se- 
neca river ; and after marching fix 
jniles we reached the caftle, which 
nonfilled of n3 houfes, moftly very 
large and elegant. The town was 
beautifully fituated, almoft encircled 
with a clear flat which extends for a 
number of miles, where the mofl ex- 
tensive ields pf corn were, and every 
kind of vegetable that can be con- 
ceived. The whole army was im- 
mediately engaged in deftroying the 
crops, The eorn was collected and 
burned in houfes and kilns, that the 
e^iemy might npt reap the leaft ad- 
vantage from it, which method we 
have purfued in every other place. 
Here a woman came to us who had. 
fefen captured at Wyoming. She 
informed us the enemy had evacu- 
ated the town two days before ; that 
Butler, at the fan** time, went off 
with three or four hundred Indians 
and Rangers, as he faid, to get a 
ibot at our army. This was un- 
doubtedly . the par^y which cut off 
Lieutenant Bo id. She mentioned, 
they kept runners conilantly out, and 
that when our army was in motion 
t,he intelligence was communicated 
by, a yell, immediately on which the 
gr^ateft terror and confufion appa- 
rently tpok place among them. She 
faid, the women wereconftantly beg- 
ging the warriors to fue for peace, 
and ;hat Qne of the Indians had at* 
tempted 4Q fhoot Col. Johnfon for 
the falQiQods by which he had de- 
ceived and rained them j that ftie' 
overheard Butkr telling Johnfon it 
w>* impofiibje to keep t)ie Indians 
together after the battle of New- 
town ; that he though; they muft 
fiK>n be in a raifera^ie fituation, as, 
ail their crops would Ije deftroyed, 
an4 that Canada could not fupply 
them with pirpvifions at Niagara ; 
that he would endeavour to collect 
the warrior! to aflift in the defence 



of chat fort, which he was «f an opt* 
nion this army would lay fiege to, 
and the women and children he would 
fend into Canada. After having de- 
ftroyed this town, beyond which J 
was informed there was n* fettle* 
ment, and deftroyed all their boufei 
and crops in that quarter, the army 
having been advancing feventeea* 
days, with the fupply of provifion* 
before mentioned; and that much 
reduced on the march by accidents^ 
and the Cayuga country being a* 
yet impenetrated, X thought it rie- 
ceflarv to return as foon as poffible. 
in order to effect the deftrn&ion of 
the fettlements in that quarter. Th* 
army therefore began its march for 
Kanadafega, the eighteenth day 
from its leaving Newtown. A% 
Kanadafega 1 was met by a Sacben^ 
from Oneida, and three warriors, one 
of whom I had fent from Cathe- 
rine's with a letter, a copy of which 
I have the honour to enclofe Con- 
grefs ; they delivered me a meffag* 
from the warriors of that nation 
refpefting the Cayugas % copies of 
that, and mv anfwer, I alfo encloff < 
From this place I detached Colone) 
Smith with a party down the weft 
fide of Seneca Lake, to deftroy t)h4 
corn which had been cut down, an4 
to deftroy any thing further whic^ 
might be difcovered there. I thet^ 
detached Col. Ganfwarth with one 
hundred men to Albany, to forward 
the baggage of the York regiment* 
to the main army, and to taie wlxi^ 
him fuch foldiers as were at; that; 
place. I directed him to deftroy thq 
lower Mohawk caftle in his ro*te t 
and capture the inhabitants, confift- 
ing only of fix ox seven families* 
who were conftantly employe^ in, 
giving intelligence to the enemy, and 
ih fupporting their fcoutiflg pariaea 
when making incur none on quit frpn- 
tiers. When- the Mohawks joined 
the enemy, thafe few families vve*e> 
undoubtedly left to anfwer th,pie pur- 
pofes, and to keep poflreiJion of their 
Y 2 lauds. 
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hnds. Thri upper caftle, now in- 
habited by Orkeikes, our friends, he 
was directed not to difturb. With 
him ( fent Mr. Dean, who bore 
my aufwer to Oneidas. I then de- 
tached Colonel Butler with fix hun- 
dred men, to deftroy the Cayuga 
country, and with him fent all the 
Indian warriors, who faid, if they 
could find the Cayugas they would 
endeavour to periiude them to de- 
liver themfelves up as prifbners ; the 
thief of them called Tegattelawana, 
being a near relation to the Sachem. 
I then crofted the Seneca river, and 
detached Col. Dearborne to the weft 
fide of the Cayuga lake, to deftroy 
all the fettlements which might be 
found there, and to intercept the 
Cayugas, if they attempted to ef- 
cape Col. Butler. The refidue of 
the army pafEng on between the 
lakes towards Catherine's. Col. 
Dearborne burnt, in his rout fix 
towns, which, including one which 
had been before partly deftroyed by 
a fmall party ; deftroying at the 
fame time large quantities of corn. 
Jle toojc an Indian lad and three 
women prifonexs ; one of the wo. 
men being very ancient, and the 
lad a cripple , he left them, and 
brought on the other two, and 
joined the army on the evening of 
the 26th. Col - Cortland was then 
detached with 300 men up the Tea- 
oga branch, to feek for fettlements 
In that quarter ; and, in the fpace 
of two days, deftroyed fcvcral fields 
of corn, and burnt feveral houfes. 
Col. Butler joined the army on the 
*8th, whereby a complete junction 
Was formed at ConowalohaJa, on 
die 29th day after our leaving New- 
town. Here we were met by a 
plenty of provifions from Teaoga, 
which I h^d previcufly directed to 
be fent on. Col. Butler deftroyed, 
in the Cayuga country, five pnncir 
pal towns, and a number of fcatter- 
mg houfes, the whole making about 
one hundred in number, exceedingly 



large and well built : he alfo de- 
ftroyed two hundred acres of excel- 
lent corn, with a number of orch- 
ards, one of which had in it 1500 
fruit trees. Another Indian fettle- 
ment was difcovered near Newtown, 
by a party, confifting of 39 new 
houfes, which was alfo deftroyed. 
The number of towns deftroyed by 
this army, amounts to 40, befides 
fcattering houfes. The quantity of 
corn deftroyed, at a moderate com- 
putation, muft amount to 160,000 
oulhels, with a vaft quantity of ve- 
getables of every kind. Every creek 
and river have been traced, and the 
whole country explored in fear ch of 
Indian fettlements ; and I am well 
perfuaded, that, except one town, 
iituate near the Alleghany, about 50 
miles from Chinefee, there is not a 
fingle town left in tht country of the 
dvt nations. 

It is with pleafure I inform Con- 
grefs, that this army has not fuflfer- 
ed the lofs of forty men, in a&ion 
or otherwife, fince my taking the 
command, though, perhaps, few 
troops have experienced a more fa- 
tiguing campaign. Befides the diffi- 
culties which naturally attend march- 
ing through an enemy's country, 
abounding in woods, creeks, rivers, 
mountains* mora/Tes and defiles, we 
found no fmall inconvenience from 
the want of proper guides, and the 
maps of the country are fo exceed- 
ingly erroneous, that they fexve 
not to enlighten but to perplex. 
We had not a fingle perfon who was 
fufficiently acquainted with the coun- 
try to conduct a party out of the In- 
dian path by day, or fcarcely in it 
by night ; though they were the beft 
I could poflibly procure. Their ig- 
norance doubtlefs arofe from the In- 
dians having ever taken the beft 
meafures in their power to prevent 
their, country's being explored. We 
had much labour in clearing out 
roads for the artillery, notwithftand- 
ing which, the army moved from 

twelvo 
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twelve -to fixteen miles every day, 
when not detained by rains, or em- 
ployed in deftroying fettlements. 

I feel myfelf much indebted to the 
officer* of every rank for their un- 
paralleled exertions, and to the fol- 
diers for the unfhaken firmnefs wi;h 
which they endured the toils and 
difficulties attending the expedition. 
Though I had it not in command, I 
fliould have ventured to have paid 
Niagara a vifit, had I been fupplied 
with fifteen days provifions, in addi- 
tion to what I had, which I am per- 
fuaded from the bravery and ardour 
of our troops would have fallen into 
our hands. I forgot to mention that 
the Oneida Sachem requefted me to 
jgrant them liberty to hunt in the 
country of the five nations, as they 
would never think of fettling again 
in a country once fubdued, and 
where their fettlements muft ever be 
in our power, I, in anfwer, inform- 
ed him, that I had no authority to 
grant fuch a licence; that I could 
not at prefent fee reafon to object to 
it, but advifed them to make appli- 
cation to Congrefs, who, I believed, 
would, in consideration of their 
friendly conduct, grant them every 
advantage of this kind that would 
not interfere with our fettlemenj of 
the country, which I believed would 
ibon take place. The Oneidas fay, 
that as no Indians were difcovered 
by Colonel Butler at Cayuga, they 
are of opinion they are gone to their 
caftle, and that their Chiefs will per- 
fuade them to come in and furrender 
themfelves on the terms I have pro- 
pofed. The army began its march 
from Conowalohala yefterday, and 
arrived here this evening. After 
leaving the neceflary force for fecur- 
ing the frontiers in this quarter, I. 
fhall moveon to join the main army. 
It would have been very pleafing 
to this army, to have drawn the ene- 
my to a fecdnd engagement, but 
fuch a panic feized them after the 
firit a&iorij that it was impoffible, 



as they never ventured themfelves in 
reach of the army, nor have they 
fired a Angle gun at it on its march 
or in its quarters, though in a coun- 
try exceeding well calculated for am- 
bufcades. This circumftance alone 
would fufEciently prove, that they 
fuffered feverely in their firft effort. . 
Congrefs will pleafe to pardon the- 
length of this narration, as I thought 
a particular and circumstantial detail 
of facts, would not be difagreeable, 
efpecially as I have tranfinitted no* 
accounts of the progrefs of this army 
fince the action of the 20th of An- 

fuft. I flatter myfelf that the or- 
ers with which I was intruded are 
fully executed, as we have not left a 
fingle fettlement, or field of corn, xm 
the country of the five nations, or 
is there even the appearance of an; 
Indian on this fide of Niagara. 
Meflengers and fmall parties have* 
been conftantly palling, and fome 
imprudent foldiers who ftragglej 
from the army, miftook the rout 
and went back almofr to Chinefee 
without difcovering even the track 
of an Indian. 1 truft that the ftept 
1 have taken with refpeel to the 
Oneidas, Cayugas, and Mohawks, 
will prove fatisfaftory. r And here I 
beg leave to mention, that on fearch- 
ing the houfes of thofe pretended 
neutral Cayugas, a number of fcalps 
were found, which appeared to have 
been lately taken, which Colonel 1 
Butler fhewed to the Oneidas, who 
faid that they were then convinced 
of tht juftice of the fteps I had 
taken. The promife made to the 
foldiers, in my addrefs at Newtown, 
I hope will be thought reafonable 
by Congrefs, and flatter myfelf that 
the performance of it will be or- 
dered. 

Colonel Bruin will have the ho- 
nour of delivering thefe difpatches 
to your Excellency. 1 beg leave to 
recommend htm to the particular no- 
tice of Congrefs, as an officer who; on 
this, as well as - feveral other cam- 
paigns, 
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paigns, ha* proved himfelf an aftive, 
/brave, and truly deferving officer. 
I have the honour to be, with the 
:pjoft exalted fentiments of efteem 
and refpeft, 

. Your Excellency's moll obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 

John Sullivan. 
JErV Excellency John Jay, Efq. 
Publilhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thompson, Sec, 



A* Addrtjs of the Inhabitants of Nor* 
tbampton County, to tbt Honourable 
Major -general Sullivan, Com* 
taandtr in Chief of tbt Wejtern 
Army. 
, We the fubfcribers, of Northamp-r 
ion County, beg leave to congratu- 
late your Honour on your fuccefs 
againfl the confederate Indians of the 
Weftern country. With fentiments 
of affection we welcome your return, 
and being confcious of the exertions 
you have made to fecure our happi- 
aefs, we offer you thofe thanks which 
arife from the warmth of gratitude. 

We are no Grangers to the innu- 
merable, difficulties and hardfhips 
you have laboured under, and are 
fully acquainted with the many in- 
conveniences which attended the ex- 
pedition, but the unparalleled perfe- 
verance, and firmnefe of the officers 
and foldiers under your command, 
have enabled you to furmount every 
obftacle with credit, and juftly calls 
for the applaufe of a grateful coun~ 

By order and in behalf of the inha- 
bitants of Northampton county, 
We have the honour to fubfcrtbe 
ourfelves very refpedlfully, the 
General's 

Moft obedient," and m*Ir. 
humble fervants, 

Jhomas Sillyman, 

Samuel Rea, 

Robert Lettis Hooper, jun. 

Peter Kachlein, 

Akthoky Lejch, fen* 



YbtGtnerAV* Anfaur. 
Gentlemen, 
I return you my fmcere and cor* 
dial thanks for your very polite and 
flattering addrefs- The approving 
voice of fo refpe&able- a number of 
my fellow citixejw, who were deeply 
interefted in the event of the expedi- 
tion I had the honour to command, 
cannot fail to afford me the higheu* 
fatisfaction. The accumulated dim* 
culties accompanying, and the fati- 
gues which naturally attended this 
expedition, are more than compen- 
fated by your unanimous approba* 
tion, and the very polite manner in 
which you have been pleafed to fig- 
nify it; If my well-meant endea- 
vours have contributed to fecure 
peace to the frontiers of this and the 
neighbouring States, it mull afford 
me that pleafure which every friend 
to his country enjoys, when iniiru^ 
mental in adding to the peace and 
tranquility of his countrymen. 

While I feel myfelf deeply Im- 
prefled with gratitude, for your 
pleaftng addrefs, I cannot forbear 
exprefling my obligations to the in- 
habitants of Northampton county, 
whofe fpirited and patriotic exer- 
tions have enabled me to accomplith 
an expedition which, I flatter myfelf, 
will for ever fecure your frontiers 
from the ravages of a cruel and 
favage enemy. 

John Sullivan, _M. G* 

Philadelphia. 
%o tkt Honourable Major General 

Sullivan, Commander in Chief 

of tbt Wefiem Army* 

We the officers of Artillery con- 
gratulate you, on your fafe and hap- 
py arrival, with the troops under 
your command at Eafton* 

We can't help expreffing the plea- 
fure we feel, in reflecting on the 
many difficulties and dangers in the 
courfe of a campaign, through. a 
large extent of a lavage, enemy's 
country* 
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«»mtttry, which, we have been en- 
abled, by your great abilities and 
military knowledge, to furroount. 

W* prefent to you our fincereft 
thanks, for the care and attention 
you have taken in making a com^ 
fbrtable provifkm (notwithstanding 
your many dafappojntments) for 
your amy, in general, and, in 
particular, for your generofity to 
the corps mi which we kavejhe ho- 
Aour to ferve. 

We beg your acceptance of our 
beft wifces, for the reftotation and 
continuance of your health; and 
are, with the greateft efteefn, 
Dear General, 

Your moft obedient and very hum- 
ble Servants, 

{I* behalf of the Corps), 

Thomas Forest, 
Lkut. Go!. Commandant, 
Jf*#>», O&ofor i6V£, 1779, 

Gtntrnl Sullivan's Jnfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

Your very polite and friendly 
congratulations on my fafe arrival 
at this poll, with the troops I have 
the honour to command, have my 
ai©fl fiftcere and cordial thanks. 

The difficulties attending the late 
expedition agairift a fevage, fecret, 
and defultory enemy, far exceeded 
any idea which could poffibly be 
formed by thofe who were unac- 
quainted with die country ; and 
were fuch, as no exertions of mine 
could have furmounted, if, the*un- 
paralleled and perfevefing virtue of 
ihe officers and foldiers of the weftefn 
anny, kad not enabled me to com- 
pletely overcome them. 

^ The teftimohy you are pleafed to 
five of my attention to the troops 
la general, and to your corps in par- 
ticular, cannot fail to aifbrd me the 
hpgheft fatisfaction. All the troops 
had a great claim to every poffibi* 
attention, and the particular ex- 
ertions of yoofeorps, in tranfporting 
die artillery throftgh a country be* 



fore deemed impaffable, could not 
fail of obtaining, in return, every 
mark of generofity and gratitude ia 
my power. 

I thank you fincerely for your ge-» 
herons wiihes for the restoration of 
my health, which if re-eftablifhed, I 
mean to devote, with unremitted ar- 
dour, to the fervice of my coun-> 
try. 

I have the honour to be with 
wry particular refpeet, 
Gentlemeh, your moft obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 
John Sullivak- 

Am MJfiefs frtm tbi C*rfr kfhighi 
Infantry t$ the HonourabU Major 
Geriirml Sullivan, Cm*a*d*t 
in Cbiifof the Wejltvn Army. 
Impreffed with fentiments of es- 
teem and gratitude, the Light In- 
fantry under your honour's com- 
mand, beg leave to congratulate 
you on the fuccefs of the expedition 
under your immediate care and in- 
fpeftion, which they are' confident 
has terminated in fuch a manner as 
to reflect the higheft honour upon 
you as the commander, and muft 
infure yota the applaufe of every 
friend to his country. Confident 
they are, had it not been for your 
unparalleled actions and determined 
refolurion, to fully anfwer the ex- 
pectations of your country, and fe- 
cure the peace and tranquility of 
the frontiers, the obilaete*. would, 
never have been farmounted, and 
the end of the expedition remained 
imanfwered. With fincere wiihea 
for your happinefs, and a fpeedy 
reftoratkfc of your health, I have 
the honour to fubferibe myfelf, in 
behalf of the Corps, 

Your honour's moft obedient 
and very humble fervant, 
Eafton, Asam Hublex, Jua. 

Q&obtr 17. Lieut. Colonel, 

%bt HwurabU Major Gwrel 
Sullivan* 
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ffi /£ft ADDttss the General return- 
ed t be following jtnfwtr ; 
Gentlemen, 

I fin cere ly thank you for your very 
polite and flattering addrpfs, and for 
your congratulations, on the fuccefs 
of the expedition entrufted to my 
care. I am happy in being favoured 
with fuch pleafmg evidence, that my 
conduct has given the officers and 
i&diers ef your corps, that fatis- 
faclion which fuch brave and virtuous 
troops undoubtedly merit. 
, However fenfiWe I may be that 
your generality has attributed more 
to my exertions than I can perfuade 
myiclf 1 am entitled to, I cannot 
help acknowledging the fatisfa&ion I 
feel in the telHmony you have been 
pleafed to give, of my having exerted 
thofe talents with which nature has fur- 
aimed me, toanfwer the expectations 
of my country, to fecure peace to its 
frontiers, and to give fatitfa&ion (to 
the brave troops I had the honour to 
command* 

Your withe* for the reftoration of 
my health demands my warmeft 
thanks, and add to thofe feelings of 
gratitude with which your faithful 
and virtuous fervices have infpired 
ate. 

I have the honour to be, with the 
Ugheft refpeel and efteem, 
Gentlemen, your obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 
John Sullivan* 
la Cengrefs, Philadelphia* Qa* 10, 

*779' 

The Hon. Houfe of Aflembly 
kaving taken into oonfideration the 
meritorious fervices of Gen, Wayne, 
and the troops of the Pennfylvania 
tine under his command, particu- 
larly in the attack on Stoney-Poiat, 
on the fixtecnth day of July laft, 
hare come to the following refolve, 
to> wit. 

In Central AJftmhlj of Pemnjylva- 
nJa, Od, ic», 1779. 

"The AiTembly of Pennfylva- 
ilia taking into their confideration 



the fervices performed by General 
Wayne, and the officers and foldier* 
of the Pennfylvania line, in the at- 
tack on Stoney-Point, and the re- 
commendation of the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council, 

Refolved, That the thanks of (his 
Houfe be given to General Wayne, 
and the officers and ifofdiers of tfee 
Pennfylvania line, for the courage 
and conduct difplayed by them in the 
attack on Stoney-Point. The ho-. 
nour they have refle&ed on the ftate 
to which they belong, the clemency 
they (hewed to thofe in their power; 
in a fituation, When, by the laws of 
war, and Simulated by refentment, 
occasioned by the remembrance of a < 

former maflacre, they wonld have | 

been jnftified in putting to death 
every one of the garrifon, will tranf- 
mit their names with honour to the 
lateft pofterity, and will mew that 
true bravery and honour are infepa- 
rable. 

Refolved, That this refolutkm be 
tranfmitted to the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council, and that they be re* 
quelled to tranfmit the fame to Ge- 
neral Wayne, to be by him conveyed J 
to the officers and foldier! of the , 
Pennfylvania Une v under his com- < 
mand in the attack above mention- 
ed. 1 

Signed by order of the Houfe, 
John Bayard, Speaker." 

Which has been duly communi- 
cated to this Board, and there- 
upon 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the 
Supreme Executive Council do chear- 
fully concur therein , and give 
their thanks to General Wayne and 
the troops of the Pennfylvania line, 
for the bravery, humanity and good 
conduct difplayed on the above occa- 
fion, in which they not only ac- ' 

quired moil defer ved applaufe, bur 
have reflected honour upon the ftate 
to which they belong. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

T. MATtAC*, Secretary. 
An 
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«IW AM fir rat/ay* the additional fum 
offi*vt millions fe-ve* hundred thou- 
sand dollars for the current year, one 
• thoufand Jensen hundred andfe*ventj- 
nine. 

Whereas Congrefs, by their refo- 
lution dated the twenty-firft day of 
Maylaft, have required in addition 
to the Aims heretofore by them re- 
quired, that the further fum of forty- 
live millions of dollars (hould be raif- 
ed within thefe United States, and 
paid into the Continental Treafury on 
or before the firft day of January next, 

.and have affigned the fum of nVe mil- 
lions feven hundred thoufand dollars 
thereof as the quota of this (late : 
And whereas it is the defire of the 

-reprefentatives of the, freemen of this 

rftateto comply with the faid refolu- 
tion of Congrefs : 

Be it enacted, and it is hereby 

^enadled, by the reprefentatives of the 
freemen of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in general afTemblymet, 

. and by the authority of the fame, 
that the faid fum of foe mrl lions fe- 

i ven hundred thoufand dollars (hall be 
raifed,. levied, colle&ed and paid 

- within the current year over'and a- 
bove the fum of four millions of dol- 
lars required to be raifed by an aft 

. intitled " An ad forraifing the fup- 
** plies for the year one thoufand 
(even hundred and feventy-nine, and 
(hall be raifed, and aflefled and taxed 
in the city of Philadelphia and the 
feveral counties of thislUte according 
to the method and proportions fol- 
lowing, that is to fay, for the city 
and county of Philadelphia the fun 
of feven hundred and nine thoufand 
and feventy-five pounds nine (hillings 
and feven-pence ; for the county of 
Bucks the fum of one hundred and 
forty thoufand two hundred and forty* 
eight pounds feven (hillings and fix- 
peAce ; for the county of Chefter, the 
fum of two hundred and twenty-five 
thoufand one hundred and thirty- 
three pounds fourteen millings; tor 
the county of Lancafler, the fum of 
Vol.. IX. 



three, hundred and four thoufand 6x 
hundred and ninety-three pounds and 
three -pence ; for the county of Nor- 
thampton, the fum of eighty-eight 
thoufand two hundred, apd eighteen 
pounds ten (hillings and one penny ; 
for the county of Berks, the fum of 
one hundred and fifty-three thoufand 
two hundred and forty-five pounds 
feven (hillings and eight-pence ; for 
the county of York, the fum of one 
hundred and fixty-niBe thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fifty-fpur pounds 
twelve (hillings and two-pence ; for 
the county of Cumberland, the fum of 
one hundred and fifty-nine thoufand 
Jive hundred and fifty- five pounds 
two (hillings and fix-pence ; for the 
county of Bedford, the fum of forty- , 
eight thoufand three hundredand fix* 
ty-three pounds eight (hillings and 
feven pence ; for the county of Nor- 
thumberland, the fum of eighty-two 
thoufand two hundred and forty 
pounds fixteen (hillings and five- 
pence ; and for the county of West- 
moreland the fum of fifty nine thou- 
fand feven hundred and forty- three 
pounds two (hillings and fix-pence* 

t And be it enafted by the autho- 
rity aft re faid, That the Commiflion- 
ersandauefTors of the city and coun- 
ty of Philadelphia, and of every 
county in this (late, (hall meet toge- 
ther on or before the fecond day of 
November next, at the ufual place 
of meeting, and (hall then and there 
iflqe their warrants under their hands 
and feals, to the town (hip, ward or 
diftri&anefibrs of each townfhip, ward 
or diftrift within their refpe&ive 

. counties, requiring him, the faid 
townfhip afTeflbr, to make a fair re- 
turn in writing, on a certain day to 
be by them appointed, of the -names 
and lirnames of all the taxable inha- 
bitants and finglefreemen within their 
refpe&ive townfhips, wards or dif- 
tri&s, together with a fair and trua 
return of all the eftates, real and per- 
fonal, and in what county fituateJ,. 
made taxable by this acl, and tc 
Z whom 
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whom- foch eftttes respectively be- 
long. And to enable the Commif- 
fioners and county affeflbrs to do the 
flrieteftjuftkein quotaing the feve- 
rat townfhips, wards and diftricts, 
within the city and each county of 
this ftate, the faid affeflbrs are hereby 
impowered and required to admini- 
fterto each taxable perfon within their 
rirfpeative towamip, ward or diftricl, 
an eath or affirmation in the follow- 
ing words : 

-f I, A. B. do fwear, (orfolemn- 
ly, fincerely and truly declare and af- 
firm) that the return which I have 
made is a juft and true return of all 
my tlxafele property, real and per- 
fonai, and in what county fituate: 
and that the mm of money by 
me now returned if all the ready 
money which I hare in my hands 
Or poffeffibn , or wh ich any pec- 
fon or perfens has in his or her 
hands or poffeffion for me, to the 
beft of my knowledge and belief ; 
- and that I have not directly or indi- 
fe&ly parted with or difpofed of any 
ready money or other property on 
any condition exprefled or implied 
to have the fame returned to me, 
with intention to avoid plying the 
tax thereupon. w And if any perfon 
or perfons fhaH refufe or neglect to 
give in a return as afore&id, ertry 
fuch perfon or perfons fo refuting 
or neglectirig (hall for every foch of- 
fence forfeit and pay a Aim equal to 
the tax at which fuch potions (hail 
be rate4 by this aft, to be levied 
and collected by the collector of the 
proper town (hip by virtue of a Spe- 
cial warrant, which the Commiffi- 
qners of the city and proper coun- 
ty are hereby impowered and re- 
quired to grant, and mall be paid 
into the Treafury of this Common- 
wealth. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any 
perfon mall neglect to make returns 
upon oath as aforefaid of all and 
every tract or paceel of land he. or 



{he flwH pofiefs within th is ftate, to 
the townflup affenor of the place 
where fuch perfon mall dwell or re- 
fide, fo that the fame cannot be 
taxeJ according to the true intent 
and meaning of this aft ; all fuch 
lands fo omitted mail be liable and 
fubject to pay all fuch taxes the next 
or any fubfeqnent afleffment, which 
the fame lands ought to have paid 
had they been duly aflefled us by 
this aft is directed, and if any fuch 
tract or parcel of fond fo returned 
(hall be fttuated out of the city or 
county where fuch perfon and towa- 
(hip afleflbr (hall dwell, then the 
Commiffioners of fuch xky or coan- 
ty, or fome one of them, ihaM as 
foon as conveniently may be, trans- 
mit a copy of fuch return to the 
Commiffioners of the county where . 
fuch land fhali He. 

And be it enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, That the Commiflioners 
of the refpective counties (hall have 
power to appoint townmip afieflbrs, 
in cafe of removal by death, disa- 
bility, refufal or neglect, or where 
the town (hips neglect to elect. 

And be it further enacted* by the. 
authority aforefaid, That when tbe 
Commiflioners and county afleffofa 
(hall receive the returns of the town- 
mip, ward or diftrict affeflbrs, as be- 
fore directed, they the faid Com- 
miffioners and county afleflbrs (hall 
forthwith proceed to quota their feve- 
ra! town (hips, wards and districts in 
the city of Philadelphia and feveral 
counties, in proportion to the quan- 
tity and quality of the property re- 
turned as aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the Com- 
miffioners of the city of Philadel- 
phia^ and foveral conn tie*, (hall with- 
in (ix days after quotaing the town- 
ihips, wards and diftricts as afbrefajd, 
furnifh the aHUhmt affeflor of each 
townfhip, ward rr diftrict, with a 
true and fair tranfeript of ti>e tjuota 
or ium of moufty juftly chargeable 
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v»pon foch townflup to which fuch 
afliftant afieifor doth bolting. 

And be it further cnafted by the 
Authority aforefaid, That the town- 
ihip, ward or diftrift affcflbr of each 
townmip, ward or diftrift, within 
this (late, with the affi fiance of two 
freeholders of the proper townfhip, 
ward or diftrift appointed by the 
Cbfti*niflio»ers and couaty afTeftbrs 
of the city and proper county, for 
that ptfrpofe, 'ihall, within three 
days after the faid affeflbr fhall be* 
come pofTefled of the quota or fum 
of money fo aflefled, levy and affeft 
the fame equally and impartially on 
all and every perfon, and on all the 
eftates, real and ^ertbnal, with* 
in their townftup, and made taxable 
by thk aft. 

Ami be it further enafted by the 
amhorttjMfbrefaid, That the follow- 
ing enumerated ^articles ihall be and 
•He hereby made taxable, and no 
other, vift. the tkne of fervitude of 
oil bound fervants above the age of 
fourteen years ; all negro and mn- 
latwi flaves above the age of twelve 
years; all horfes and mares above 
three yea's old ; all horned cattle 
above three years old ; ready money 
in hand, plate, pleafurabie carriages, 
and all lafids held by deed, warrant, 
legation or improvement houfsand 
lots of ground, all grin\miJls, faw- 
mills,. fulling-mills, flitting-mills, 
-*emp-milte, oil-mills, ihuff-mills. 
and paper-mills; all forger, fur- 
naces, Woomaries, 'diiHlleries, fu- 
gar-hbufes, breweries, tan -yard, 
ta nned I eather, ferries, an d all 
wares and merchandize, -and all 
-profefliofis, trades and occupations 

And be it further -ettafted by the 
Authority aforefaid, That all and 
^very the enumerated articles afore- 
faid, fliall be valued at, and for fo 
much as they would, bona fide, fell 
for or are worth (ready money in 
hand excepted) and fuch a rate or 
rates levied and aflefled thereon, as 
will amount to the fura of money 
quotaed upon the city of Philadelphia^ 



and the Several counties, tewir&ipt r 
wards, and diftrifts witfam thk 
ftate. 

And be it farther *nafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That eacfc fin* 
gie. freeman, not otherwife taxed by 
this aft, who is of the age of twenty- 
one years and upwards, aad has been 
•at of his apprenticeship fix months 
full pay a fum not exceeding thirty 
pounds, nor under five pounds ; and 
that all trades, profeffionrs andoccav 
pations, {minifters «f the gofpel of 
all denominations and ichool-maffr 
ters only excepted) ihall be rated 
according to the discretion of the 
rommimoners and aiTeilbrs of the 
proper county, having due regard 
to the profits arifing from them. 

And be it further enafted by th$ 
authority aforefaid, That all ready 
money ihall be liable to, and pay, 
three-pence in the pound ; and tho 
"fums arifing on the tax u|>on money 
mall not be confidered as part or 
included in the feveral quotas, bat 
ihall be confidered as a fepaxate 
fund for fupplying deficiencies, if 
any be or can happen ; any thiqg in 
this aft contained to the contrary in 
any wifcuotwithftaajding), and ihall 
be paid into , the .public treafury, to 
be hereafter difpofed of fey jfome 
future afTembly* 

And be it further enaft«4» That 
the ftate treafoner ihall have for his 
trouble in receiving and payiag die 
fame, the fum of feven millings and 
fix-pence for everj' hundred pounds ; 
. and the county treafurers 4hall have 
fifteen ihillings for every hundred 
pounds, and the faid two freeholders 
in each townihip, ward, or diftrift in 
this ftate, fliall have for their trou- 
ble and expence in performiiJ^ the 
duties by this aft required, the fum 
of fixteen dollars per day,* and no 
more. 

And be it further enafted by 
the authority aforefaid, Tliat the 
commiffioneri and county affeffors 
within the city and feveral counties 
in this ftate, a*d the aifeflprs of the 
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fcveral town mips, wards and dis- 
tricts of the city and feveral counties, 
lhall have for their time and ex- 
pence in performing the duties re- 
quired of them by this aft, as fol- 
lows, vw. the commiflioners the fum 
of twenty dollars, the county aflef- 
fors the fum of twenty dollars, the 
townfhip afTefTors the fum of fixteen 
dollars, per day, and no more. And 
the collector of each townihip, or 
diftrict, mail have for his trouble and 
expence in collecting the monies to 
be raifed by virtue of this act, the 
fum of fix-pence for every pound. 

And whereas fundry perfons had 
let their houfes and lands on long 
leafes, which are not yet expired, 
and have referved rent thereon pay- 
able in current money, which by 
reafon of the depreciation thereof 
are not in any cafes fufficient to pay 
the taxes laid on the demifed pre- 
mises : for remedy whereof. 

Be it enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, TJiat in all cafes where 
' leafes have been made of any lands 
or tenements before the nrit, day of 
January, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-feven, which are not yet ex- 
pired, and when the rent is payable 
' in a fum of money, the tenant fhall, 
oyer and above the rent in the faid 
leafe referved, pay all public taxes 
which the leafed premifes fhall be 
' liable to pay during the continuance 
of fuch leafe. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the act for 
raiung fupplies for the year one thou- 
fandfeyen hundred aridfeyenty-nine, 
and every article, claufe, matter, and 
thing therein, except what is herein' 
altered or fupplied, lhall be and is 
hereby declared to be and continue 
In full force and yirtue, 'till all and 
every the fum and fums of money 
hereby itfipofed lhall * be raifed, le- 
vied, collected, and paid. • ! 
John Bayard, Speaker. 

Enacted into a law at Philadel- 



phia, on Sunday the tenth of Octo- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-nine. 

John Morris, junior. 
Clerk of the General AfTembly. 

Translation of an EDICT" ifued 
by the King of France, concerning 
the ef cheat of places and offices of 
perquifitesy &c, in tht Kin£s and 
the Queen* s boujholds. 
Gi*ven at Verjaiiles in the month ef 

January * 1780* 
Regifteredy in the Court of Accounts, 
on the zgtb of the fame month and 
year. 

Louts, by the Grace of God, 
King of France and of Navarre : 
To all prefent and to come, greeting* 
Occupied to introduce into the ex- 
pences of our houfhold that orde^ 
and oeconomy, which are conuften£ 
with the dignity of our Crown, we 
have confidered, that one of the 
means to obtain this end, would be 
to unite to our domains all the offices 
of our domeflic houfhold, fome of" 
which had been alienated by the. 
Kings, our predeceflbrs, under the 
denomination of perquisites, to the 
great detriment of the revenues of 
our Crown, Thus becoming alone 
interefte4 in the number, and the 
value of thefe offices, we fhall be v 
more at liberty to reform thofe 
which fhall appear, unto us unnecef- 
fary, to determine the emoluments 
of others more precifely, and laflly, 
to confult nothing in that refpect 
than our general views of admini- 
ftration* We, however, referve unto 
ourfelves, to examine in our juftice, 
what indemnification may be due to 
our great officers, and to thofe of the 
Qjjeen, our dear belove$ Spoufe and 
Royal Confort, for the ^privation of 
thefe perquififes, from which they 
can derive no addition to the dig- 
nity of the high offices conferred 
upon them. We moreover preferve 
all the divers privileges of thefe 
- ' offices, • 
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©Rices,* and they {hall henceforth, 
the fame as at prefeut, be eflentially 
diilinguifhed, as well by the rank, 
as by the dignity of the perfons 
whom we ihall entruft therewith. 
For theft reafons, and others known 
unto us, by and with the advice of 
our Council, and from our fpecial 
grace, certain knowledge, full pow- 
er, and royal authority, we have, 
by this prefent, perpetual, and irre- 
vocable EdLft, faid, declared, and 
ordained, and do fay, declare, and* 
ordain, and are pleafed to will, as 
follows : 

Article I, From this day hence- 
forth, we declare all the places and 
offices of our houihold, and of that 
of the Qneen, our dear beloved 
Spoufe and Confort, united to our 
efcheats (parties cafuelles) as be- 
longing to the domains of our 
Crown ; and we exprefsly forbid all 
perfons, of what rank and condition 
foever, to fell any of the faid offices, 
or to purchafe any of them, of 
jvhomfoever, except of* the Trea- 
furer-general of our revenues of 
efcheats, and after the eftimation 
and regifter which lhall "be made and 
fixed in our Council; refervingunto 
us, to explain ourfelves more parti- 
cularly concerning the manner of 
proceeding, for the future, in the 
iale and acquifition of thefe offices. 

Article II. We do not mean, by 
the difpofition of the preceding Ar* 
tide, to exempt thofe who intend 
to' acquire any office of our houfe- 
hold, from obtaining firil the appro- 
bation of the different fuperiors of 
thefe offices, to whom we confirm 
the right to give the fame ; and it 
is our will, that no patents be made 
out to fuch purchafers, but upon 
producing fuch approbation in writ- 
ing. ' : / : 

Article III. Neither do we mean, 
by this prefent union to our do- 
mains, to alter or diminim any 
rights and privileges acquired by the 
diiFerent officers of our hjoufhold j 



and it is a!fo our will, that the te. 
verfions, patents, and expectations, 
granted, as well by the late King, 
our much-honoured Lord and Grand- 
father, as by ourfelves, fince our 
acceffion to the Crown, ihall remaia 
in their full force and ^efFeft* W§ 
therefore hereby enjiin our beloved 
and trufty C^ounfellors and others, 
holding our Court of Accounts at 
Paris, to caufe this prefent Edi& to 
be read, publilhed, and regiflered, 
and the contents thereof to be kept, 
obferved, and executed fully, peace-, 
ably, and perpetually, ceafmg, and 
caufmg to ceafe all troubles and inw 
pediments whatever, any thing to 
the contrary notwithftanding, for 
such is our pleasure; and in 
order that it may be permanent and 
irrevocable for ever, we have caufed 
our feal to be fet to thefe prefents. 

Given at Verfailles, in the month 
of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty, and the n>th of our 
reign. 

(Signed) Loyis. 

By his Majefty's command, 

(Signed) Amelot. 

Vifa, Hue ds Mirqmesnil. 

Read, puhlijhed and regiftered im 
the Court of Accounts, after hearing 
the requtfition of the King's Attorney- 
general, to he executed according to itt 
form and tenor. All the members in 
office meeting f the z^th of January^ 
J780. 

. (Signed) MaR5oi.au. 

Translation of auE dicjt iffued 'hy 
the I^ing of France for the fupprtffo 
of the places of Lompt rollo -gener at 
of the King's Houjhold and Houjbold 
Treafury ; oflntendant ContptrclUe* 
general of the Furnitures of -the 
Crown ; of the offices of Intendantt 
Comptrollers-generals of the Horfes^ 
of thofe of Intend ants Comptrollers- 
generals of the Plate ; of the Pri-vy 
Purfe and of the affairs of the King** 
Chamber ; and »f the t<ybo places of 
Comptrollers^ 
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- Cmftr oilers -generals of the Queen s 
Houjhold ; and for eftablijhing a 
General Office of 'Expenses of the 
King** Houfehold. Given at Ver~ 
failles, in the month of January, 
1780, and regiftcred in the Court 
tf Accounts, on the z^th of the fame 
month and year* 

Louis, by the grace of God, King 
of France and of Navarre, &c. Hav- 
ing perceived, that without forae ef- 
fential and conftitutional alterations 
in the direction of the expences of 
cor he u (hold, it would be difficult to 
eftett any efficacious and permanent 
improvements, we have began the 
Remedy, by reducing the toj great 
number of pay offices into one only. 
We have afterwards, by our Edicl of 
this day, united all the places and 
Offices of our houfhold to our domains* 
and now, to continue the accomplifh- 
tnent of the plan which we have pre- 
scribed to ourfelves, we have thought 
proper to fupprefs the places of Comp- 
trollers-generals of our houfhold and 
houfhold-trcafury ; that of Intendant 
and Comptroller-general of the furni- 
ture, &c. of the Crown ; the offices of 
Jhtendants and Comptrollers-generals 
of our hOrfes ; thole of Intendants 
and Comptrollers-generals of the 
plate, of our privy purfe, and the 
affairs of.our chamber ; and the two 
places of Comptrollers-generals of 
the hoofhold of the Queen, ourdear- 
fceloved fpoufe and royal confort. 
And it is our will and pleafure that 
provHton be made for the reimburfe- 
ment and indemnification of thefe 
divers offices, in ready money, ac- 
cording to proper eflimates, which 
fhall be made. At the fame time 
we have thought proper and conve- 
nient to fupply the divided functions 
of thefe different oftuers, by the 
eftablifhment of one fole board and 
office under the denomination of the 
General Office of Expences of the 
King's Hvujbold, which mail cpn- 
fiftof two Magiftratcs felecled from 
our Court of Accounts and of five 



Commiflioner- generals, experienced 
arid properly qualified for that of- 
fice, and who in uniting different ta- 
lents, may, notwithstanding, conduct 
in the fame fpirit, and upon uniform 
principles, the whole detail of the 
expences of out houfhold. This 
board fhall immediately proceed to 
the examination of all its branches, 
in order to introduce clearnefs and 
good order, and to propofe the va- 
rious improvements of which the 
whole fhall be fufceptiWe ; and it 
fbalJ deliver, from time to time, fcx- 
acl accounts of their proceedings and 
and obefttions, as *e!l to the Mini- 
fter of our hOafhold, as to the Mini- 
fter of our finances. By means of an 
eflablimmcnt thus founded, the re- 
forms and ufeful alterations, to the 
execution of which the aAual circum- 
Hartces might as yet form obftacles* 
will be immediately peceived, pre- 
pared, and put into execution ; an4 
our general adminiftratiotis will at 
all times be enabled to draw from 
that board, common to, and depend- 
ing from them, all the informations 
neceflary for the accomplimment of 
the various plans which we (hall ap- 
prove, 

We-maintain, notwithflanding, out 
great and firft officers in the honour- 
able right of taking our orders direct- 
ly from us, to tranfmit them, and to 
fee them executed. But called to 
ferve us in our provinces and in 
our armies, and prevented thereby 
to enter at all times into the 
particulars of finances and ceconomy, 
which require an affiduity and con- 
flant infpedion; we have thought* 
that they would not be difpleafed 
with feeing that part of adminiftra- 
tion henceforth feparated from, their 
noble fanfttons near our perfon ; and 
we have fufficient proof of their zeal 
and attachment, to be fully perfaad- 
ed, that they will ftrenuoufly aflift 
us in the general plans which we 
have formed for the maintenance of 
good order, &c. in our finances, and 
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»ccfflTince our loyal fubje&s, the 
more and marc, t>a,t wo have do dcr 
fire of impeding any aew tajces, till 
after we have exhaufted all tb« Vflfoun 
.ccs, which order and economy can 
offer. For tbtft rtafont, and others 
known unto us, by and with the ad- 
Vice of our Council, and from our 
fpccUl grace, certain knowledge, full 
power, and royal authority, we have 
by this prefent, perpetual and irre- 
vocable fedift, fa*d, declared and or- 
dained, and do fay, declare, and or- 
dain, and are pleafed to will, as fol- 
lows ; 

Article I. We have abolifked and 
fuppreiled, and by thefe presents 
do abolim and fupprefa, the two 
places of Comptroller* - generals 
of otsr houfhold, and houihold 
treafory; that of Intendant and 
Comptroller-general of the furniturr s 
of the Crown ; the two offices of In- 
tendants and Comptrollers-generals of 
ouc horfes; the three offices of Inten- 



other tides and documents which (hall 
be produced to that effect. 

Article IV. We have cftabtffhed, 
and by thefe prefcnes do eftablifh a 
hoard and office, under the title of the 
. Central Qffiutftb* Kings Hsupol4» 
which (halt becompofed or' two Magis- 
trates of our Court of Accounts, and 
of five Commiffioners*generais ( whom, 
we (hall chpofe ia preference from a- 
moog fuchperfons, as are the mo£ ex- 
perienced in the management of the 
different. expences of our Houfhold, 
in order that the fervice may not be 
impeded by any delay or interruption* 
The firft Clerk Comptroller of our 
Houfhold, and thefameof our finan- 
ces, (hall affift at that Board, and it 
fhajl be prcfided % the Minifter of 
our Hou&old, and "by the Minifter 
of oat Finances, or/In their ab fence, 
by oneof the MagUbates of ;our Court 
of Accofcnts T hereahove mentioned. 
Article V. The fajd five Com- 
miffipners- generals fliall take the oath 



dams and Comptrollers-generals -of appointed to be taken, Ijef re our 
the plate, of the privy purfe, and of dear beloved and trufty Knight, the 



the affairs of our chamber; and the.-: 
two places of Comptrollers-generals 
of the houfhold of the Queen, <mr 
dear beloved fpoufe and royal con- 
fort. 

Artice II. The pofTeflbrs of the faid 
places and offices, hereby aboliflied 
and fupprefled, (hall continue their 
function* until the firft day of April 
next, they fhall make up their ac- 
counts for the year one thoufand fc- 
yen hundred and feventy-nine, in the 
prefent ufual form, and /hall enjoy 
the falaries and other emoluments 
oe longing to them, until the faid firft 
day of April, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty. 

Article III. The faid places and 
offices fhall be reimborfed to the pro- 
prietors in ready money, according to 
a prober eftimation which fhaHl be 
made in our Council, conformable to 
the edi£h of their creation, the re- 
ceipts for the capitals advanced as 
Security, deeds of infurance, aud 



■Lord High Chancellor^ or Keeper of 
the Seals of France ; and patents (hall 
be ..made out for them, Sealed with 
our feal, which they fhall caufe to be 
regiftered in our Court of Accounts. 
Article VI. The faid Commiffioa- 
ers fhall deposit the fum of five hun- 
dred thoufand livres each, into our 
Royal Treafury, as a kind of Cccn~ 
rity, which fum fhall be reimburfed 
unto them, in cafe of their difroifficm, 
or other change, or unto their heirs, 
in cafe of their deceafe- 

Article VII. The faid Commiffioa- 
ers fhall receive five per cent, inte- 
rest for the capital depofned, which 
in t ere ft fhall not be fubjeel to the 
tenth of amortifation, t)ie hundreth 
penny, or any other deductions what- 
ever ; and they fhall Hkewife receive 
the fum of fifteen thoufand livres 
each, for their falaries, maintenence, 
and emoluments whatfoever. 

Article VIII. Weaffign unto the 
faidBoard, the excluiive right and fri- 

vileae 
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Vllege to inveftigate, jtarfuej and judge 
definitively all expences of our Houie- 
Hold, and of that of the Queen, and 
to order the payment of the' fame 
under whatever title and denomi- 
nation they may have been incurred. 
-To this effect we hereby repeal all 
powers of what nature foever, dele* 
gated either by the Kings our pre- 
-deceJTors, or by ourfelves, to all per- 
-foos of whatever rank and condition 
they may be, which mall ceafe to take 
place for the future, to reckon from 
the firft day of April next, and which 
powers we alfo expreftly give up by 
this prefent edi£i. 

Article IX. AH expences of what 
kind foever, .mall be reported to the 
laid Board, to be there examined, 
difcufled and judged definitively ; and 
they (hall afterwards be entered into 
the bills and regifters of the houf- 
hold expences (ecrouts et cabitrt) 
which {ball likewifc be verified by the 
faid Board, before they are prefented 
to our Court of Accounts by the 
Treafurer-general, on the paffing of 
his account. 

Article X. AH the contracts of 
what nature foever, after having been 
properly publifhed and notified, and 
the different propofals examined by 
the faid Board, mall be publickly 
- adjudged to Inch perfons as offer the 
cheapeft terms ; and none mall be 
. vallable without being figned by the 
fiveCommiffioners, and approved of 
by the M miller of our Houfhold and 
the Minifter of our Finances* 

Article XL The bills containing 
the ordinary expences, and the regis- 
ters .which contain the extraordinary 
expences, as well as the account of 
the Treafurer-general, Ihallbe figned 
by the Secretary of State for our 
Houfhold, and by the five Commif- 
fioners-generals, before they are pre- 
fented to our Court of Accounts* 

Article XII. No current or extra* 

ordinary expence whatever, except 

fuch as are included in the eftablifh- 

. menu of our HoufhoH* ihail be 



payable to any officer, or tradefmtfn, 
but upon an order, mentioning what 
it is for, figned by the five Commif- 
fioners-generals ; which orders (hall 
be produced to the Board by the 
Treafurer-general, as juftrfying pieces 
of his account, which lball alio be 
there examined, verified, and figned, 
before it is prefented to our Court of 
Accounts. 

Article XIIL To facilitate the exe- 
cution of our orders, or fuch as (hall 
be iflued, in our name, by the great 
officers and other fuperiors of out 
Houmold, each of the Hve Com- 
miflioners ihall have a particular de- 
partment affigned to him, in which 
he (hall direct and manage the ex- 
pences, and make his report to the 
Board* And we hereby authorife the 
Treafurer to pay, to the amount of 
ten thoufand livres, upon the Signa- 
ture of one fole Commiftioner, for 
objects concerning the department in 
which that Commiflioner particularly 
manages the expences, and which 
may be unforefeen, and require, im- 
mediate advances ; provided, how- 
ever, that the faid Treafurer (hall 
exchange, within the fpace of one 
month at far theft, the faid particular 
order, againft another from the whole 
Board* 

Article XIV. We referve unto us 
to Hx r by a fe par ate regulation, the 
particulars of this adminiilration ; and 
we alfo propofe to give farther orders 
concerning the form of accounts of 
the Treafurer-general of our Houfe- 
hold. 

XV* In the mean time we enjoin 
our beloved and trufty Counfellors, 
and others, holding our Court of Ac- 
counts at Paris, not to allow to the 
faid Treafurer-general, in his ac- 
counts, any article of expence, which 
is not contained in the bills and re- 
gifters figned by the Secretary of 
State of our Heufhold, and by the 
five Commiflioners - generals, con- 
formable to the eleventh article of this 
prefent Edict, and authenticated by 

the 
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the proper documents, ufually necef- 
fary on the paffingof accounts. 

Article XVL The regulation of the 
expences of buildings requiring mo/e 
particular information and ftudy, we 
do not mean to alter any thing for the 
prefent, in the aftual order eftablijhed 
for that purpofe ; but it is our will, 
that the Treafurer lhall deliver every 
month to the Board, a copy of his 
boo^ of expences for the departments 
of buildings, together with the copies 
of expences of the other departments, 
and alfo a copy of the whole account 
for the whole year, which mall be ex- 
amined and regiftered at the Board, 
as being part of the general account 
of expences 6^ our houfhold. We 
therefore hereby enjoin our beloved 
and trufty Counfellors, and others, 
holding our Court of Accounts at 
Paris, to caufe this prefent Edift to 
be read, published and regiftered, and 
the contents thereof to be kept, ob- 
ferved and executed, fully, peaceably 
and perpetually, ceafmg, and caufing 
to ceafe all troubles and impediments 
whatever, any thing to the contrary 
notwithstanding. For. such is our 
pleasure ; and in order that it may 
be permanent and irrevocable for 
ever, we have caufed our feal to be 
fet to thefe prefents. Given at Ver- 
failles, in the month of January, in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand fe* 
ven hundred and eighty, and the 
fixth of our reign* 

(Signed) Louis. 

By his Majefty's command, 

(Signed) Amelot. 

Fifa. Hue db Miromesnil. 

Ready publijhed and regiftered tn 
the Court of Accounts, after hearing 
the rgquijition of the King's Attorney- 
general^ to he executed according to its 
form and tenor ; provided that the re- 
imbursements of the capitals of the of* 
fees hereby fupprejfed, Jhali not be in* 
ferior to the evaluations vjhich may 
have bun made by the prefent incum- 
bents* conformable to the Edi ft of the 
month of February, 1 77 1, Ail the 
4 V01.. IX. . 



Members in tffice meeting) the 29/A 
January, 1780. 

(Signed) * Marsolan. 

Translation of an ARRET of 
Regulation, ijfued by the French 
Council of State, concering the Ge+ 
neral Farms % and the Adminiftra* 
tion of his Majefty 9 s Finances ■, G/- 
ven at Ferfailles the $tb of Janu- 
ary, 1780. 
ExtraSed from the regifters of the 
Council of State, 
The period of the expiration of 
the leafe for the General Farms, is an 
objeft which has long fince fixed the 
King's attention. It was undoubted- 
ly important to profit by a revolution, 
which only occurs every fix years, to 
endeavour to improve, by new and 
ufeful arrangements, the Admini- 
stration of the King's revenues con- 
nected with the General Farms, and 
to introduce the principles of cecono- 
myand moderation which hisMajefty 
has adopted, and from which he 
has, fince fome time, drawn fo very 
confiderable advantages. But the 
great reimburfements required to ac- 
complifh this undertaking, the fenfe 
of juftice and good faith, which always 
guides his Majefty, even In fuch 
operations as moSt concern his love 
for the public welfare ; in fhort, va- 
rious difficult circumftances and pow- 
erful obftacles, feemed at firft to de- 
bar his Majefty from all other means, 
than that of Amply renewing the 
leafe for his farms, &c. in the fame 
manner and form, as had hitherto 
been cuflomary. His Majefty, averie 
to the idea which deferred for fnch 
a long fpace of time, improvement* 
fo eflential to the State and to^ his 
finances, and which, at that period, 
would be equally fubjeft to diffi- 
culties, which either perfons or e- 
vents might occafion, could not but 
with fatisfa&ion behold the plan that 
was propofed to him, to obviate the 
obftacles which had appeared to op- 
pofe his views, and that proved con- 
A a - ducive 
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ducive to create, in the midft of war, 
a cenftitution, which fhould have 
been {he .work of a profound peace, 
and be preferred for ever. 

It was, however, neceffary* that 
, the examination of various objects 
fhould precede;he King's determina- 
... uon, , gonfidering firft the multipli- 
. city and progreflive increafe of the 
revenues adminiftered by the Far- 
mers Generals, his Majefty was 
♦mazed to behold the extent of the 
ptartic.ulars, and the functions, in- 
.trufted'topne fingle company. The 
JCing was fenfible, that the coUect- 
.- ing of fuch duties as are immediate- 
•, ly f connected one wiph the other, 
(uch as the duties upon fait, tobacco, 
' exports pr imports* (Us Gabdlts, It 
<Fa&ac±Us TratitsJ and feveral others, 
mould, not be divided, becaufe f the 
fame precautions by which they are 
. recovered* ferve. alfo to prevent 
: fraud* and contreband. - JBut^the 
.Aids, fits Aidt*f)*-*&& domainial' 
.duties, (J>roit$iomantGux>)\ having 
bo connection with, thefe firft.men- 
Uoned.imfofitions, and the know- 
ledge, j and £ means required to col- 
lect ; them> being .totally diftinct, 
no gdvanitage whatever can refult 
from 'the pinion of objects fo dif- 
ferent : onc from the other; it is,, 
on fhe contrary^ weakening, the na- 
tural care *nd ; attention of the ; co- 
intetefted^ in fe-jparating them, ,one 
from the oilier, by the : too #-eat 
. difference of their proceedings, and 
the. neceflary talents required for> 
\their toployment. 

It it well known, that within thefe 
, . twenty years, divers particular Ad- 
miniftraticn* have been ; eftablifhed ; 
but thefe new-eftabliihments, being 
more the offsprings f of ' occasional 
events and want of money, than 
of a general and well digefted plan r 
far from remedying any of the 
above -mentioned inconveniencies, 



have, on the contrary, produced 
many others. Indeed, the duties 
collected by thefe new eftabU*hed 
companies, being of the fame na- 
ture, with thofe recovered by the 
Farmers Generals, it was neceffary, 
either that thefe chofe their- collec- 
tors in the different provinces r from 
among thofe employed in the gene- 
ral forms, and then, in cafe of any 
negleft, having no fufficient autho- 
rity over them, the King's intereft 
naturally fuffered; or elfe, thefe new 
Companies were obliged tokeep.their 
own collector*, and in that cafe, the 
expences for collecting the revenues 
were greatly increafed, the fruitlefs 
occupations of the Company were 
multiplied, and the King's fubjects 
were the more frequently difturbed- 
and alarmed! by the greater variety 
of tax-gatherers, with Whom they 
"had to treat for nearly one and the 
fame object; - 

His Majefty has, moreover, ob- 
ferved, that the Aids, that eff<*ntial 
part- of his revenues, could not be 
contracted for, but with great difad- 
vantage to his own* finances ; be- 
' caufe, their product being fufcepti- 
ble of important variations,, on ac- 
count «f the- intemperatuie of the 
feafons, the Farmers could not en- 
gage for thefe events, otherwife than 
by means of a great latitude in the 
price of the contract proportionable 
to their rifcs.. Thus the &ing paid, 
unneceflarily,* . a confiderable pre- 
mium of infurance, jpft a? if m a 
great Adminiftration, fome occasional 
variations in the products "which, in 
a imall number of years, will* al- 
ways come to the famerat£, was an 
accident fufficiently important to 
juftifV the guarding Againft, at 
fuch enormous prices. NevertheleiSj 
it has been, on account of this gua- 
ranty, and the certainty, to receive 
every month a fixed and determined 
fum of money, that fuch great fa- 



* D,uties upon liquors, candles, foap,' and fome 'others, which la Eng- 
land are called Excije, . ' , 

t Duties arifing from different obj efts of the King's domain*, Jucha 
quit-rents, paffage-moaey, bridge-tolls, &c. 
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€tificc9 have been made for this long It is alfo endeavouring to obtain 1 



while. But his Majefly fenfible of 
the importance to free him felf from 
this ancient dependency upon that 
affiftance of his finances, not Only in 
this part, but in many others, has 
endeavoured, notwithftanding the 
prefent circumftancei, to eftablifh 
th'e General Adminiftration of his 
f fiances, in a manner conformable' 
to'the plan adopted for that purpofe; 
arid in keeping constantly a referve 
of "ready 'money, as Well "as other 
negotiable effeas in^hfe* Treafufy, ; 
his Majefty will find in his own 
precautions, fufficient refources a* 
gainft accidental deficiencies. This 
end once" obtained/ the only 6bje£ 
ofTris Majenys attention, in renew- 
in£ theleafe for his General Farms, * 
may be, toeftablifh conditions prW 
poVnoftable to the hazard* and cofts 
in* their adminiftration ; ah expence 
whidh will be eafily afcertain- 
ed ; whereas fneh a great and too 
much extended guaranty' £an never 
be valued exa&ly ; and this is un- 
doubtedly the caufe which' has" pro- 
duced too great advantages and be- 
nefits to the Farmers 5 for even at 
the time when the higheft price was 
put dpbri trffe guaranty, it only ex 
ifted by virtue of a convention, 
which, 'in cafe of any extraordinary 
misfortunes, would have betfft easily 
modified 1)/ the known mildriefs and 
e'qUity of a gte&t Monarch;- : 
-"' If is Majeffy, ' determined by thefe 

• feveral teflecliohs, ' hatf ^therefore 
thought jrift and right,' that in ex- 
pdftti£ hob&dy to any fcfs with him> 
irt withdrawing frdm hii farms fuch 

* object aV are liable td great varl*. 
tSbiirs" in 'their produces, ih feparalf- 
ihe'the^adminiftrations which havt 
no* dtfiuWtibn ohe^with the other, 

- rn-uiirnitg'thdfe Which ate analogous 

* ftWnelf^ature; an^in thusremtfdy- 
• hig^lfhe general confufion which now 

~ Prevails ^ throughout the whole, he 
'-'tvbuld erHcacioufly aocompliftl the 

* trfeful defign which has fo long In- 
groffed his attention. 



that: endi that his Majefty. has re-~ 
folved to reform an abufe long fin cc 
exiiting in the General Farms, and 
whereof, the pre fen t leafe • furnifh- 
ei many ftriking examples TJu» 
abufe confxfts i* tfte ' partnerfhip* . - 
(Croupes*) penfions and other -inte- - 
rells connected with, or granted upon 
the place* of Farmers Generals; jto r 
perfons who are totally , Hungers, to ■ > ■ 
that Administration ; an abufe which, 
in admitting. £b many different daf- , 
fes of the fociety to a (hare in the 
benefits of the Farmers, mult have 
given weight to their pretenfionB, 
and naturally augmented the ob-> f 
ftacles which always prefent thera- 
felvei to projects of reforms and im- . 
provements ; an abuf<J, moreover* > 
which gives ftrcngth to perfons *of : 
intrigue, : againft thofe of >eal ta^i 
lents,. in favouring,. among the fe- 
veral candidates, far places! in the 
finances, fuch men.' as are /the moftv 
ready, to make any facrifice; to th* 
great prejudice of thofe, who mighfc 
juftly think themfelves ; authorized 
to tt\y on their capacity, and tho- 
merks of their former>felvic«» ; an* 
abufe, laftly, which hides from the 
eyes of the Sovereign the<extent of 
the many favours he befbows> efpe- 
ciallf as thefe gifts have often been 
reprefenietf: as irmplcfharft* in ih* 
intereft, and no ways detrimental 
to his Majefty*s finances ; though 
it is eafy to perceive, that aU,*kefe 
fliares in the benefits of the Farmer* 
Generals fall at laH upon the price 
of the xontvac^, and thus 4imXai& 
the King*s revenues.' v 

In "fh©rt; the Ktng, animated, by 
a great nmotive! of pubHc intereft, 
and by his love ffcr mVfubje£b> is 
ftflly fenfible that in intruftin^/onp 
fiftgle Company with tke. rrecemng 
Of all duties, ana binding him&lf 
in a rigorous contrail-, £e would 
himfelf prepare tsbftaeles tq the- df- 
fign he has*fbrmed, to. make, in fe- 
veral' parts, many > dflential- altera- 
tions for the eafe of the contributors 



"~ ' >A a. a --*' '> — *-> ■• - - :*n 

* Cr*yf4s> Money-lenders, or fecret Co-partners with fome Farmers Generals, 
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in general. It is, therefore, after 
many important and mature confi- 
derations, for the welfare of the 
State, for the advantage of his 
finances, and for the public faith, 
that his Majefly has thought proper 
to feize upon the prefent occafion 
to modify and to improve, by ufeful 
regulations, the General Adminiftra- 
tion of his finances, but without oc- 
cafioning the leaft commotion, and 
in obferving the moft exact rules of 
juftice. * 

Diwfton into three Companies. 
In confequence thereof, his Ma- 
jefly has forthwith refolved to divide 
the whole Adminiftration of his fi- 
nances into three Companies, whofe 
functions will be totally different 
and diftinct from each other, and the 
object of their management will 
amount t* about two hundred and 
fifty millions; a fum undoubtedly 
fufficient to give each of thefe three 
companies a great confiftency, and 
to enable them to aflift the gene- 
ral views of Government in many 
refpects. By the effect of this 
very difpofition, his Majefly pre- 
vents, in forehand, the inconvenien- 
ces which might refult in time, by 
means of various circumftances, from 
a too powerful body of the finances, 
upon whom alone fuch a considerable 
circulation fhould depend. 
General Farm* 
The firft Company, under the de- 
nomination of General Farm, 
(Fernie generale) will be charged 
with the recovery of fiich .revenues 
as arife from the importation and ex- 
portation of all foreign and national 
merchandizes, and from, exclu- 
five privileges and duties payable, 
as well upon the frontiers of the 
kingdom, as on the barriers of the 
capital, and on the limits of fuch 
provinces which either are as yet 
foreign, or reputed as fuch. 
General Adminiftration* 
The fecond Company, under the 
denomination of General Admi- 
nistration, (Regit ginir ale) will 



be charged with the recovery of all 
duties called Excife, and which chief- 
ly arife from the preparation, the 
{ale, and the confumption of liquors, 
and from the manufactures of feveral 
objects of commerce. A part of thefe 
revenues, under the denomination of 
Aids, is included in the prefent leafe 
of the General Farms ; and an other 
part under the titles of Referved 
Duties, or United Duties (Droits 
rtferves, eu Droits reunis) is at pre- 
fent managed by the General Ad- 
miniftration. • 



General Adminiftration of the King's 
Domains > and Domainial Duties* 

The third Company, under the de- 
nomination of General Admini- 
stration of the Domains and 
Domainial Duties, (Adminiftra- 
tion Generale des dpmaines & droits do- 
maniaux) will be charged, not, only 
with the recovery of the revenues, 
which are at prefent under the care ' 
of the Adminiftrators of the domains; 
but alfo with the receiving of all 
the domainial duties, included in the 
prefent leafe of the general farm. 
Though feveral parts of the do- 
mainial duties, under the manage- 
ment of thefe two Companies, are of 
a different kind; the one originat- 
ing from a property in the land, and 
the others from duties impofed ; 
there are at the fame $ime fome, 
which are nearly of the fame nature, 
fuch as the fines of alienation (hdt 
\£ rentes J received by the Admini- 
ftrators of the domains, and the 
hundredth penny exacted by the Ge- 
neral Farm upon the fale of eftates ; 
the duties upon exchanges, amor- 
tifations, and new purchafes of 
eftates or immoveables, upon free 
fee-farms (franc fiefs) together with 
-many others. Befides the difference 
of principles, and the variety of 
talents required for the adminairja- 
tion of theft two fpecies of the do- 
mains, does not hinder the advan- 
tage which arifes from uniting, in a 
common intereft, perfons equally 
intrufted 
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intrufted with his Majefty's confi- 
dence. 

Another decHive motive is this, that 
the Adminiftrators Generals of the 
domains chiefly make ufe of the fame 
perfons to collet their duties, as are 
employed by the Farmers pf the do- 
mainial duties ; thus the union of 
thefe two Companies is at leaft more 
.natural and more ©economical than 
the prefent aflbciation of the Farmers 
of the domains with thofeof the Aids, 
and the duties upon fait and tobacco. 
Moreover, it is in the regifters of the 
Comptrollers of the Ac~b, which are 
under the fubordination of the Farmers 
of the doroainial duties, where the 
Adminiftrators of the domains are to 
look for certain inilrudtions, which 
are neceflary for their fuperintending 
the reception of cafual duties, and 
especially the effects of the changes 
©Y properties. His Majefty (hall alfo 
charge this Company with the reco- 
very of all fees of regiftes and mort- 
gages, at prefent under the care of 
the General Administration, and thus 
united, by a ftrange medley, with 
the receipts of the Aids and the Ex- 
cife. 

Table containing the objeils ajjignedto 
the three companies* 

But as befides thefe great objects, 
the divifion of which has been men- 
tioned here above, there are many 
others which mull be feparated and 
distributed more properly than they 
are at prefent; his Majefty has 
thought proper to caufe a table to be 
annexed to this prefent regulation, 
containing the enumeration of all the 
objects, of which the Recovery mail he 
affigned to thefe three Companies, and 
which table will be equally ufeful to 
the receivers and to. the* contributors. 
If umber of'perfons afwhifb they Jb all 
be compofed. 

His Majefty fixing afterwards m*s 
attention upon the number of perfons, 
and the. fums neceflary to be advanc- 
ed by thefe Companies, as well to di- 
minifh the number of unneceffary 
Agents, as to reimburfe exactly the 



capitals of the fiipprefled places, 
without fubjefting the Royal Trea- 
fury to any important advances ; his 
Majefty has feen, that there are at 
prefent 

Sixty places of Farmers Generals,/ 
and twenty-feven Adjpints. 
, Twenty-five places of Adminiftra- 
tors Generals, refuiting from ,the 
' different Administrations fupprefled 
and reunited into one only, in the 
yean 777 . 

Nineteen places of Adminiftrators 
of the King's domains, accruing from 
the fuppreffion of all the Adminiftra- 
tors and Receivers Generals cf the 
domains, which took place in 1778. 

And his Majefty has found that 
the fervice might be perfe&Jy well 
done, with forty Adminiftrators for 
the firft company. 

Twenty-five for the fecond,' not- 
withstanding the reunion of the Atd*. 

Twenty-five for the third, not- 
withftanding the annexation of the 
domainial duties. 

Perhaps his Majefty might have 
reduced thefe fevera! Adminiftrators to* 
a fmaller number, if the rights of an. 
ancient poffeifion, and efpecially thq 
neceflity of preferving, as yet, largo 
funds of advance, had left to hit 
Majefty, in his choice, that entire 
liberty which he may probably pro- 
cure at the expiration of the next 
Jeafe for his farms, &c. 
Reimburfement of 'the tnxxnty fuppreflti 
Places of Farmers Generals. 

To reimburfe the funds of the 
twenty fuppreffed places of Farmer. 
Generals, his Majefty does not aug- 
ment thofe of the forty which are 
preferved, as they amount already to 
one million Rve hundred and fixty 
thoufand livres;. but his Majefty 
raifesto one million of capital each, 
the places in the two other Compa- 
nies of the Aids and the Domains ; 
and it is by this augmentation, that 
• hl ? Majefty finds exactly, within a 
million or two, the fums neceflary 
for the reimbur/ements which he is 
oBIiged to make. 

Df<vifi*m 
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b'wifit* rf.tbt Fundi* 
His Majefty, in maintaining, with- 
out alteration the afloat funds of the 
forty places of Farmers Generals, 
and raifing thofe of the General Ad- 
miniftrations much higher, than. He 
would have, done at. other times, has 
thought proper to referve unto him- 
felf the means of diminiihing thcfe , 
advances, as foon as circumftances ,, 
fhall permit. In confluence thereof , 
his Majefty divides this 1 Aim, pf one, 
million five hundred andfixty thoy- v 
fand livers, at the actual flock of each 
of the Farmers Gene/ais, into two 
parts ; the one of one .million and , 
two hundred thoufand livers* which , 
fball not be reimbursable, but, upon 
the product of the-laft year .pf. tbe, 
Jeafcj and -the other, of three hun- 
dred and fixty thaufand livras, which. 
hie Majefty mall be atlibcrly to 
reimburfe arthe end., of the. war. 
after giving fix months. notice^ and 
wrtil -that time, hisMajegy.wilipay. 
for this laft raentionedxapuatof tb*ec 
trundred and fixty thouGwjL livers, 
£ve per ceat* intereft per annum, and 
two per cent, by way of dividend ; 
a facriiice, which his Majefty makes 
to the .prefent circumftances, to his 
fidelity in his engagements, and to 
-the impoffibility wherein he finds 
fcimfelf at prefent,, to diminifh the 
funds of the places in the finances, 
without turning- his means and ways 
©f Credit from the great, fupplies re- 
<iuifite for the fupport of the. war, 
which at prefent- chiefly engage, his 
attend on. 

His Ma}«fty, fhall adopt a like di- 
vTfion for the funds ofjthe places of 
Adminiftrators Generals, in the oth^r 
two Companies, and. ofs which two 
ttondrtd thoufand livres fhall be 
Jikewife reimburfable before the ex- 
piration of the fix years, of Adminif- 
tration. 

Emoluments * 

The intention of his Majefty is, 
to in Aire to the Farmers Generals, 
upon the product of their recoveries, 



the intereft of fiye per cant, for the 
capital of one million and'two hun- 
dred thoufand livres, which Jhall not 
be reimburfable (jefpre the end of the 
leafe,, and thirty thoufand .livres as 
a fixed retributjori, free from all de- ' 
duclions, duties and fees whatever. 
Hi| Majefty has thought this treat- 
ment as moderate as circumftances ' 
wpuld permit, confidering especially, J 
the .great capital required, the recent 
r^mvxub^rance of very different con- 
ditions, and the augmentation of the .' 
neceflary labour, in proportion to the * 
fmaljer n um ber of Agen ts. B sat his j 
Majefty has alfp been feniibje.'that | 
he could 'not have adopted this'ceco- 
npmjcal , plan, if, he required /from " 
the. Farmers Generals an, engage- 1 
meat which might expafe them to 
anyjofs; in, confequence of .this »his 
Majefty, has endeavoured to fecure 
their funcjsagainft unfortunate events,' 
without however, deviating froh^ 
the cyftomary forms, or weakening 
the interest, wh^cji the Farmers Ge- 
neral* ought to reap from the fuc- 
eels of^h^tr^dminiiratipn. And it ;j 
toaccompjifh this deUgn by an eafy 
mean, that his Majeny intends "to 
ivtjthe price of the contract very low, 
fo that the Farmers. Generals them- 
ff lyes may not be under any pofljble 
apprehenfion of lofs ; but not to ad- 
mir.them to any fharein the benefits; 
till after a higher fum is cleared : 
thus there will be no farther pretext 
for confounding in the fame contract, 
the pretentions for the value of rifks 
and of a rigorous engagement, with 
the merit, of labour and application. 
And by the. efFecjfc of this very ar- 
rangement, the Farmers Generals 
will , not be, beholden any farther to 
infure a price of the contra^ fof- 
ceptiblftta anybaza/ds; the^ funds 
of advance will qec^ome a pledge 
com plea tly fecured ; and the fuccefs 
of the loan*, whicty fome of'them 
may mten_4 w procure, will be fo 
much theeafier. 
In fhon, as his Majefty will have 
withdrawn 
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withdrawn from the management"' oF 
the\ "Farmers Generals; fuch objects 
as arc fufceptiole of great varia- 
cions ia their prqducls, he wifl'be 
the more juftifiable riot to fee u re unto' 
ihent but a reafonable part in tb& 
augmentations,' which foalf however 
always, be fufficierit to encourage their 
acal and acTivity : ; and his f Majafl/ 
. is informed, that different : improve- 
ments, as 1 well as a more ftri<5 ceco- ' 
nom,y in the whole management, 
•ffer feveral important objects of 
emulation, but which on account! of " 
tfie top great extent of the General 
Jarm, as well as the cuJtamary cer- 
tainty ©f great benefits, have hither- 
to been neglected. 

The conditions of the two' o&er' 
Companies, of which the' funds 'are 
lefs, mall be regulated nearly in 'the 
fame proportions. And the Kin^ 
pro pofes even to grant Tome parti- 
cular mark of his fatisfaclion to fuch 
of his Farmers and Admitiiilratrors 
Generalsj'who, in diftinguilhing them- 
felves by their application and the 
fuperiority of their talents, fhall pro- 
mote "the farther views, which his 
Majefty may conceive, for a better 
modification of all taxes, and for the 
greater welfare of all his contribut- 
ing fubjecls. 

Adjoint s. 

His Majefty in fuppreffing all\he 
Aijoints, referves to himfeif, not- 
withstanding, to maintain the font 
of thofe whqm he mail appOiiit as 
Members of thefe Companies, in the 
adjunctions which they enjoy at 
preient, according, however, to the 
information he (hall receive of their 
age, their conduct, and their appli- 
cation. His Majefty thinks it -meet 
to preferve to thofe perfons, Who 
fhall ferve him with diftincliori in 
his finances, the hypes of being fuc 
ceeded in their places by their chil- 
dren ; becaufe, independent of the 
motives of indulgence which may 
determine his Majefty therein/ he 
Jus confidered, that thefe expecta- 



tions gteft'V diefatherrof fami- 
lies, wilt eflg<ge tfctnrthe' fcdfter t» 
be fatlsHed wTth moderate 'profits ; 
and that thus ftfch a'difpohWn i*ay 
become favourable" to ■ the* King's 
finances 

Oo-}a*fnetjhip4 *nd-&tttfi$ns; ■ 
^ His Majefty, for reafon 1 1 already 
explained; ftfppreiTerafl eo^part^er- 
fhips {Croupes) antf Penfions, without 
dnurfaioni either connected witn, or 
grarited ujkjtf ^places ( F^riier* 
GeneraJs ' r but>hrr€teTVe5 t6 him- 
feif t6 eirtfirrtne; Artiertera*ifcong'the 
differed p€tfoni; who af £«frnt en- 
joy theft adtfarftages; there be-fcny 
who lire irtrltfedtoforne»ifldcmni/ka- 
<fation; 'more 1 ' or^Iefs' teYnflflerSble 
either dfi aCcoutft Of Khefr *%*tefend 
title df'^ofleffipn, or* tfieir -ftrtner 
fervices ; but alt what • hi*' Ma- 
>fty may U faffed W grwn 9 icmPfor 
the future be*-rio*ffterwift rhar?£bb- 
lickly, and upOn his royar-trea'fuiy. 
PrefsrttVand Stnmp "Duty. 
His Majefty exempts thefe three 
Companies' from all kinds oPthe 
cuftomary^pfefents or fees of- bargain 
and &zm$-d\iX\ts(Pots-tie-vint!? droits 
de control?) which formerly were al- 
lowed to the'Mmifters of hh Varices, 
upon renewing the leafes" of-' the 
Farms and tfce <5eneral^Admimftra« 
tion. 

Apfyhifmeni to places. 
; His Majefty-being informed/that 
the contrarietie's 'Mich' thVFatmers 
and Admihiftrators^ Geflerafci"have 
often met with in^ the appointment 
of their Tervants, had occafidned 
many inconveniences, it is therefore 
his will, that the three Companies 
mall, for the future, enjoy an entire 
'liberty in that refpea, and tha* the 
influence of the Miriifter of - hi« 
finances mail go no farther than to 
talce cognizance of the motives of 
their choice, fo as to prevent that 
no perfons of favour or proteclieti. are 
brought into thefe Companies, con- 
trary to the good of the fervice. 
His Majefry; confirms only whit he 

hw 
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ka» ordained by his Arret of the 
* loth of January, 1779, namely, to 
fecure unto fuch perfons as were re- 
formed by the cffe& of general ope- 
rations, a preference due to their 
pofition, whenever it is confident 
with the equality of merit and 
talents. 

CktUeof Members of the three Com* 
panies* 
His Majefty hath feen with pain, 
that, in order to reduce the number 
of the Farmers Generals to forty, 
whilft there are a^ prefent fixty, and 
twenty-feven'Adjoints, moll all of 
them co-interefted, he was under the 
neceffity of occafioning feveral de- 
privations ; but it is to leffen the ef- 
fecl of this regulation, as alfo from 
a fentiment of equity, and for the 

food of his fervice, that his Majefty 
ath refolved, that one and the fame 
perfon fhall not be admitted into 
two of thefe Companies, nor hold a 
place in one of them conjointly with 
any other important place in the 
finances ; and this wife regulation 
the King propofes to maintain con- 
ftantly for the future. 

His Majefty is, moreover, dif- 
pofed to grant the places which fhall 
become vacant, to the perfons in- 
cluded in thefe reforms, as far, 
however, as that preference fhall be 
reconcileable with [the good of his 
fervice. For, at the fame time, 
when the King thought proper to 
diminish fucceffively die benefits of 
finance, which have long fince be- 
come an objeft of criticifm and envy, 
his Majefty never loft fight of a mat- 
ter well worthy his attention, name- 
ly, the choice of perfons, who, in 
fuperintending the management of 
his revenues, mould not recover his 
duties and taxes, but with that jus- 
tice and prudence which concur 
with the tranquility and the' con- 
fidence of his fubjecis. His Majefty 
has no doubt, that the perfons dii- 
tinguifhed in that department, and 
capable of perceiving the general 



principles of ' public Adminitfratfon 
and good order which direct his Ma- 
jefty, will look upon thefe condi- 
tions, the foundation of which has 
been fufficiently explained in this 
regulation, as very reafonable ; and 
that, forgetting their former bene-' 
fits, they will ^oin a fenfe of mode- 
ration in their pretenfions, to the 
other qualifications which fhall de- 
termine his Majefty in that pre- 
ference. '* 

Laftly, the King has feen, with 
the greateft fatisfaftion, that, as well 
by the effe& of thefe divers arrange^ 
ments, as by the increafe of the pro- 
duel of feveral duties fince the date 
of the prefent leafe, his Majefty's 
revenues will probably be augment- 
ed for near fourteen millions, inde- 
pendent of the important part which 
his Majefty fhall referve unto him- 
felf in the annual increafes, and in- 
dependent alfo of the benefits which 
his Majefty will receive, when he 
fhall be able to reimburfe that part 
of the funds of advance, for which 
he corifents to pay feven per cent. 
intercft and dividend. It is, with- 
out doubt, a refult infinitely fa- ,, 
vourable ; and this increafe of rich- 
es, as it is not the effect of new 
taxes, becomes fo much more preci- 
ous to his Majefty. And, in looking 
over all the progreflive improve- 
ments, which of late have been 
made in his finances, his Majefty 
feels no other grief than that he 
hath not been able to apply thera 
for the relief of his people ; but they 
have fervedy at leaft, to preferve 
them from contributions which the 
war would otherwife have made ne- 
cefTary long ago, and to fecure, the 
more and more, the tranquility of 
that numerous clafs of the King's 
fubjecls, who, by their fortunes, 
are concerned in the public debt. 
His Majefty, however, entertains 
the flattering hope, that, at the end 
of the war, many other means of 
benevolence for the rcjief of hi* 

people, 
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people,, will offer, and thefe will 
always be the deareft objec*b of hii 
wifhes. 

Which meaning to enact, 
the King, being in his Council, 
after hearing the report, haV or- 
dained, and, by thefe prefenls, does 
ordain, that immediate proceedings 
be had for the formation of three 
Companies, under the denominations 
of General Farm> of General Admi- 
nifiration, and of General Admini- 
ff ration of the Domains and Domainial 
Duties,, which Companies mall be 



charged with the recoveries en ume- 
rated in the table here annexed, 
agreeable to the principles eftablifh- 
ed in this prefent Regulation, and 
conformable to the leafe which fhall 
be made out, or according to the re- 
folutions of Council which fhall be 
publifhed on that fubje£. 

Done in the Council of Staqe, 
holden at Verfaiiles, prefent th« 
King's moft excellent Majefty, on 
the ninth day of January, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty. 

(Signed) Amelot. 



DISTRIBUTION of the Recoveries of all Duties, which are levied in the 
kingdom, between the three Ad mini (I rations, the confiftency of which is 
determined by the Regulation of the 9th of January, 1780. 

G E N E .R A L FA R M. 

FlUT Divisow. 

Duties upon Salt of the Ocean* 



Of the frefent confiftency 1 - j 
of the General Farm. J « t i 



The duties called the Thirty-five pence (fous) 

of Brouage, as well primitives as additional, fuch, 

they are comprifed in the prefent leafe. 



Withdrawn from the Ge- 
neral Adminiftrationi 
of the Domains* 



Withdrawn from the Ge- 
neral Admi nifiration. 



That part of the faid additional duties, for- 
merly enjoyed by the late Prince of Conti, and 
by him made over again to his Majefty. 

The eight-pence per livre received for the 



King's profit, as well upon the faid part, as upon 
„ thofe of which the alienation ftill fubfifts. 
" The duties which are levied at Marcnnes, 
conjointly with the afbrefaid duties of thirty -Jive 
pence of Bronagey by commutation of part of 
thofe fixed for the referved free-gift. 

The pence per livre received for his Majcfty's 
profit, over and above the duties called Ottroi 
^upqn the fait, at Marennes and at Olerou. 

II. The Gabels of France, or Grandes GaheU 
///, according to their confiftency in the prefent 
leafe, with the parts thereof at prefent admini- 
ftered by the Farmers Generals for the King's 
account, including the pence per livre received 
for his Majefty's profit, over and above the duties 
upon fait, granted under the title of Octroi, or 
others, in the whole extent of the faid Farm of 
fc the Grandes Gahejles, 
Recoveries withdrawn C The duty levied upon the fait fold at the fait 
frmm *be General Ad-< magazine at Richelieu, by commutation of part 
mini fir at ten. [ of the duties fixed for the referved free-gift. 

Vol. IX. B b , The 



Of the prefent confiftency . 
of the General Farm, 
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Recoveries withdraw* 
'from the Gentry} Ad* 

minijiration. 



Of the frefent eenfijteney 
of the General Farm* 



Withdrawn from the Ge- 
neral Adminiftration. 
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The doxies levied upon fait in the cities of - 
Saint Falery~e*-Cavx 9 Fecamp, Harfiewr, £u and 
Treport, for the municipal Qfirois. 

III, Thi duties payable at Brifpx* t thpfe of 
the provoilftrips (de Prfv$te 9 J of* import aa4- 
export upon. the river Charente, anjl the ,re- 
trenched third part (Zraite de Charente ($ Tiers 
retrancbi) of convoy, as well as thofe payable 
for the tranfit into Flanders, and on the arrival 
at Boulogne* Calais^ and Etaples, and generally 
alj the duties, as well principals as pence per 
liyre, levied on the export, the entry, %x paff&ge 
from province to province, upon all falts of the 
ocean, in all provinces, di&rifts, $rid places,. 
which are not fubjed to the gabels. 

The duties upon felt, and fait £(b, in the 
province of Haynault, being part of thofe ©F 
the ancient farm of the domains of the faid 
^province. 

" • The like duties, being part of thofe known 
under the denomination of duties of the four 
Members of maritime Flanders. (Droits dee 
qmrtre Mcmbres de la Flandre maritime. J 

The 1 eight-pence per livre, for the King's pro- 
fit, over and abort {he additional duties of im- 
port and export, ijflon the river Charente, for 
^what is received ttp 011 ^xs- 



V 



Second Division* 



Duties payable upon the Salt of the Mediterranean, and its exports to 

foreigm parts* 

The fmall gtbeU (Petites Gahelles) fuch as 
they are comprifed in the a&ual leafe, with the 
recoveries at prefeot adminiftered for the King's 
account, and the duty of export from the king- 
dom, upon the falts formed in the falt-marihes 
of the part of Cette . 

The duties which are levied over and above 
the gabels at Perpignqn, for the municipal 
Qfirois* 



Of the prefent confifienty 4 
ffthe General Farm, 



Withdrawn from 
nera{ Admtnifttation 



om tfy Ge-\ 

if rat ion. 1 



Third Division. 

Duties payable upon the Salts of fait mines, aud its experts to foreign parts. 

f Thegabelsof fait mines, and the export to 
j foreign parts of the falts accruing therefrom, 

Of the aaual confiftency J fuch f s th ^ f \ com P rifc ^^l^ efcnt , lea ^» 

of the General Firm. < **«*? with the recover^|fefent admini- 

| ftered for the King's accou$J£ excepting the do- 

j mainial duties of Alface, wjbfct do not belong to 

l^the gabels. 

Fovura 
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9f *be d$ual 
of the General 



Of the prefent eonfiftency j 
*f the General Farm, \ 



Withdrawn from the Ge- 
neral Adminijlration* 
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Fourth Division. 

Tobacco, Sxuf, fcff. 

* The fale of tobacco, fnufF, Sec* of all kinds, 
in the provinces where the exclusive privilege 
-. takes place, the province of Loraine included; 

cojsj eneyj ^ we jj ^ ^ ^^ ^ felling in competition, 
arm* ^^ ^ duty of thirty pence principal per pound 
of foreign tobacco, ihfcfF, &c. in the province* 
^ where the exclufive privilege does not take place. 

Fmth Division 

Duties of Exports and Import s> and other* pay abb ht the font* circwnft&meu, 

~ I. AH tfct> duties which are at prefent under 
the Adminiftrafioh of imports and exports, in- 
cluding thofe- upon foreign commodities, &c. 
f&roits de Fofaine &?' Haut-conduit ) of the pro- 
vinces of Loraine arid Barr, the different toll* 
of Aftaee,* and the ne\^ duty of ten livres pet 
hedd on negroes. 

, II. The duties of alh kinds upon oil* and 
foaps, *on "the entry into the kingdom, and th» 
.paJTage ffdm province to province. 

The duties upov irons, payable mnder the 
fame drcumitances. . 

III. The duties ami t6H's ! payable btv tne' riveV J 
Rho7?e 9 retroceeded to his Majefty, aS werf ty 
the Tate frince of* Gonfci, as by the Marfhal 
Prince of Soubife,- 

The domainial duties of imports and export* . 
(Traite domaniate ) of the province of^ Brctagne, 
which formerly conftitute'd a part of the aliena- 
tion to the States of that province. 

Thole upon live flock at Nantz, (Yraiie wive 
dt Nan&i) -re3ro~o*eded to his Majefty by the 
Duchefc of Phalaria. , 

The compounding niade with Mo n s i e u r, the 
Kirtg's BroVher, for the elght-pe*nte per' Rvre* of 
th4 duties called Drcfts d't ft'epas d/ Lot&, tf oY 
rfrai'te par ierre. 

The duties upon foreign cdnimtodfties, (Droits • 
de JForainr) in the generality of Autfr, wttftfr 
atjpreient conftitute apart of the Adminiftration 
m£ . * M f * m of the ftamp duties, .and others thereto annexed. 

eft he General Farm. } ^^ ^^ fc rf - ^ ^ £ enc £ Hay^t? 
The duty called Fds'di Fenas, upon atf qtizfe 
exported from l*retftli .Haynault to foreign 
parts. " >' -v • * , ^ 

T&' life duty, called Vtfanjtei jipbri alfxalfle 
exported from' marifimV Flandro fifed foreign 
countries. 

B b, z Of 



Qhje3s withdraw* from 
the General Adthini- 
flration of the Do- 
mains* 



Withdrawn from the Ge- ^ 
veral Admiuififatim. * 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the prefent conftftenty 
of the General Farm. * 



Withdrawn from the Ge* 
ntral Adminiftration. 
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' IV. The eight-pence per livre, received for 
the King's profit, over and above that part of 
the duties of cuftom's (Droits de Coutume) at 
Bayonne, which are now received by the Duke 
of Gramont. 

The additional pence per livre alfo levied 
for the King's profit, over and above the duties 
of imports and exports, and of thofe upon oils 
and foaps, in the jurifdi&ion of the Senefchal 
of Bourdeaux, as well that which is paid ap 
municipal OQrois* as thofe levied by virtue of 
the Edift of the month of November, 177 1 . x 

The pence per livre, likewife levied for the 
King's profit, over and above the duties of the 
Admiral of France, of thofe for ballafting and 
unballaiting of (hips, of the halfpenny per livre 
of the imports and exports upon the river 
Charente, cUflFerent from thofe upon falts, of the 
OQroi of the merchants of Rouen, of the duties of 
the Chamber of Commerce at Marfeiiles, of that 
jof thirty five pence upon oils of Italy, ice. 

Sixth Division. 

Weft-India Domains. 
The duties of the WefWndia domains (Droit 
m* *Lm * r £M I du Domain* d'Oca'dentJ in France, and in the 

f fth G^oTf °\ We <Wndia iflands, as well in principal as pendt 
e/ t»e general rarm. 1 p^jj^ ( uc ^ ^ fay wcrc fa^ed out to Laurent 

L David, the prefent leafe-holder. 

r Alfo thofe of the additional pence per livre, 

if cover its withdrawn 1 in the jurifdiction of the Senefchal of Bourdeaux, 

from the General jid~ < which are received over and above the duties 

miniftration. ' I of the Weil-India domains, the fame as of the 

C proper duties of imports and exports. 

5evinth Division. 

Entries at Paris and relative duties. 
The duties of all kinds whatever, upon the different forts of provifiong, 
cattle, and other commodities, payable as well on the entry, as in the 
fuburbs, precin&s, and jurifdi&ions of the Court of Subiidiea of Paris, 
{Miction de f oris J excepting thofe which are received in the markets at 
Sceaux and at Poijy, Comprehending : 

For the City of Paris. 

{I. All thofe of the faid duties which are 
farmed out to Laurent David, the holder of 
tHe prefent leafe, fuch as they are received by 
virtue of the faid leafe, including the River 
Duties. 
Duties accounted fir hy\ II. The duties at prefent adminiftered by the 
tie General Farm* \ Farmers Generals, for his Majefty's account. 

* Duties 
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Duties withdrawn fromf ^ III. The duties referred from the free-gift, 
the General Admini- < and thofe upon papers and pafte-boards, cm 
ftrathn. {the entry of the city of Paris. 

For the flat country of Paris. 

J I. Thofe of the fame duties which take place 
within the jurifdittion of the Court of Subfidies 



of the Genera) Farm. 



'Duties withdrawn from 
.the General Admini- 
ft ration* 



of Paris, fuch as they are likewife fanned out' 
to the faid Laurent David. \ 

II. The duties referved from the free-rift; 
thofe upon papers and pafte-boards; thofe of 
Infpeftors of the Shambles, Municipal O&roi, 
and pence per livre, received for the King's 
profit, over and above the duties of 0&roi y or 
others granted in the cities, towns, and places, 
fubjeft to, and within the jurifdiction of the 
Court of Subsidies of Paris, 



GENERAL A DM I NISTRATION, 

Of the Aids of the Provinces, and the duties annexed, received by wajr 
of* Excife, or on the Entries of cities, boroughs, and other places fubjeft 
thereto. 

First Divisx o.n. 
Duties pay abk chiefly upon liquors, on the entries, at the Excife 9 C£r. 

I. The Aids and duties annexed thereto, ift 
the provinces and generalities where they take 
pftace, the principality of Dombes iiyWdcd, 
fuch as they are farmed out to Laurent David* 

II. The duties upon liquors in the province 
of Alface, called Mafphening. 

III. The duties referved from the free-gift, , 
in the cities and boroughs where the/ are le- 
vied by effe&ive recovery. / 

IV. The duties known under the denomutt- 
Of the prefent eonfiftency don of Municipal Q&reis, wherever the effeclivc 



Duties withdrawn from 
the General Farm. * 



pfltbe General Admini- ^ recovery takes place, 



flraiien. J V. The pence per livre received for his M»- 

jtfty's profit, in execution of the Edi& of the 
month of November, i^7'i» and the aaterkr 
declarations, upon the principal duties .granted 

^or alienated. 

Second Division, 
General duties payable on the entries of Cities' and places fuhjeS thereto. 

Of the prefent confifiency f ^^ duti?S payaWc U P° U ***** "^ **?**- 

°firi'io G a etttrf! M ""l °"- ™ e d »"« of Infpeftors of the Shamble 
J ■ ' (. and Slaughter-houfes in ill places fubjeft thereto. 

Of 



Digitized by VjOOJjlC 



( x$o > v 

^hi id Division 

Duties of MattuJ "afiurts received *t the Excife* 

The duties payable on the manufacturing of divers objects, in all places 
and circumitaiices where they are to be received by way of excife, namely : 

L The duties of the mark upon fkkis and 
hides, in all circumftanees. 

II. The duty of the mark upon gold and 
filver. 

III. The duty upon Starch. 

IV. The duty upon Cards. 

V. The duties upon the manufactories of 
oils, in the provinces and places where they are 
to be received by the Excife, either from the 
manufacturers or dealers in oils. 

VI. The duty of the mark upon irons, re- 
ceceived by the Excife, at the forges and fur- 

^naces. 

Fourth Division. 

Local Duu'es, 

~ L The duties known under the denomination 

of the Four Members of Maritime Flanders, 

(des Quatre Membres de la Flandre maritime) 

excepting the duties upon fait and fait mines, 



Of the prefent eonfifiency 
of the Qentral Admi*i-< 

fixation* 



Withdrawn from the Qe 
tutat Farm. 



Of tbt frtfent confifteney . 4 

of the Central Admini- \zrvdithofe upon cattle exported from that pro* 
juration* vince, called Vidangle* 

The commerce of diftilled fpirituous liquors 
in the faid province, annexed to the recover^ of 
^the duties upon liquors in general. i 

II. The commerce of diftilled fpirituous li- 
quors in the province of French Haynault, ^nd 
the different duties which formerly conftituted a 
part of the ancient farm of the domaines of that 

(province ; excepting like wife thofe as mentioned* 
hereabove, and rekrved for the General Farm, 
the duties of commonage, and thofe called the 
Twentieths, and Hearth-money, &c. (Vingti- 
L /«*/, Feux cif Cheminees*) 

III, The duties axifing from the cuftoms, 
crofting of rivers, bridge-tolls, pafTage-money, 
and others of the like nature, thofe of the prin- 
cipality of Dombes included, which are received 
for his Majefty's profit, upon highways and ri- 

t a j ~. *a * >j vers, different from thofe of which the recovery 
neralAdmimfiraUon of A ^ . ^ ^ ^ rf ^ and ^ 

thtDomawes. J The ppnce per liyre receivcd f QT the King > s 

I profit, over and above the duties of the fame 
J nature, with thofe mentioned here above, and 
* [of which the principal does not belong to th$ 

^King's revenues. 



Withdrawn from the Ge- 
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Some are of the prefrnt 
confifttnty of the Gene- 
ral Adminiftration, and 
fome are withdrawn^ 



from the General Farm 
and the Adminiftration 
*f the Domains. 
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Fifth Division. 

Compounding!. 

w The recovery of the compounding* made for 
certain duties, prices pf particular farms and 
fixed fums, payable by virtue of the Arrets ©f 
the Council of State, or decifions of his Majefty, 
by the Duke of Orleans, and by the States, Pro- 
vinces, Cities, or Corporations, in lieu of the 
produft, as well principal as pence per Iivre, 
of thofe duties which are mentioned here-above, 
or particularly defcribed in the different Provin- 



ces, 



Cities and Diftri&s, where the effective re- 
covery thereof is not made for the King's profit ; 
including alfo the compcundings made with the 
States of the Province of Macon, as well for the 
duties upon gaging and brolcage, as thofe of 
the antient Aids of the faid province which 
are at prefent under the Adminiftration of the 
t Domaines. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

Op the Domaincs and Do^ainial Duties. 

First Division. 

Receipts for Woods* 

r The receiving, purfuit, and recovery of the 
fums arifing from the fales of the King's woods, 
and the duties belonging to the King's Domains 
upon the fales of the woods of the regular and 
Secular corporations ; together with the allow- 
ances and other products accruing therefrom. 

Second Division. 
Domaines properly fo called* 

I. The adminiftration, purfuit, and recovery 
of the revenues of crown lands, and thofe arifing 
from the domaines, Iordfliips, and fiefs, as well 
fixed as cafual, at prefent in the pofleffion of his. 
Majefty; including thofe which take place in Al- 
face; the right of Seifin, and other prerogatives. 

II. The Exercife of the power of redeeming, 
recovering, and re-en tring in pofleffion of the 
domaines, and domainial duties, which are either 
mortgaged, alienated, ufurped, concealed, or 

w negle£led. 

Third Division. 

Duties upon Ejtates, upon Ails and Indentures, crfuch as are relative thereto* 
The adminiftration and receiving of the duties hereafter mentioned, being 
at ^.-ef?nt included 'ir -_s h- r ~ *——?*.£ to Laurent David, namely t 
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r I* The Stamp Duties upon afts and inden- 

1 tores, thofe of regiftering, and the hundredth 

I penny upon purchafes ofeftates, &c. wherever 

J the effective recovery takes place ; including the 

I feal-fees, in the provinces of Lorraine and Barr, 

"■ The receipt of the firft four pence per 

livre upon the principal of thofe of the faid 

duties, which are at prefent enjoyed by the 

Duke of Orleans* 

WkHr^nfrm^thcGt-l, , K ' The dutI " u P° n ^ortlhtlons free- 

I Farm » commonage, and new purchafes of eftates, 

&c. including thofe of the province of Lorraine, 

and the duties of commonage, in the province 

of Haynault. 

The duties of exchanges and counter-exchang- 
es of properties, payaWe to the King, in the 
extent of particular lordihips. 

IIL The duties called the Twentieth, 

Hearth-money, (Vingtiemes, Feux & Cbtmi- 

jnies) in the province of Haynault, 

WitUrwnfram ,h*Ge*\ . IV ' ™ e duties for the prefervation of mort- 

ntalAiJniJlrathn. i « a ^ s ' wherever the effeQive recovery thereof 



\jieesj in i 

r iv. t 

"< gages, w 
£ takes pla 



rel Farm* 



Fourth D i,v i s i o jr. 

Ctpics fif Summons, Writs f Warrants % Executions, CSV, 

f I. The duties upon all fummonfes, copies of 

1 writs, and warrants of all kinds, as well in Paris 
as in all provinces where they take place, the 
province of Lorraine included. 
Wi&drawnfrom tbeGe- J II; The ftamp duties upon warrants of exe- 
\ cution, and feimres of goods and effects, in- 
cluding likewife thofe of the province of Lor-, 
raine, and of the principality of Dombes, and 
the eight-pence per livre upon thofe parts of the 
^faid duties which are mortgaged. 
r HI. The duties of one third part of a penny 
(quatre denitrs) per livre upon all appraifements 
and {ale* of houfhold goods, together with the 
duties of the common purfe of the Tipftaffs of - 
^the province of Britanny. 

Fifth Division. 

Dutigs accruing from Judgments and Judicial Afis, l$c. 

f L The duties of fmall feals. as well upon 

Ifentencesof the Royal Jurifdiclions, as upon the 
expeditions of ancient acts of Notaries which re- 
WKtbdrawnfrtm the Ge~) main fubject thereto, thofe of the principality of 
neral Farm. \ Dombes included. 

I The eight-pence per, livre upon thofe parts 
of the faid duties which are alienated, or mort- 
Igaged. 

■ . II. The 
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tl. The fines decreed in the Councils, CoaxO 
. of Judicatures,, and Royal Jurifdi&ians. . . : 

The duties upon regifters, or Court fees, be* 
longing to the King,. v as well in principal as 
pence per livre , including the pence per livre 
upon, ths. duties of.xegiiters and Court, fees, of* 
the Courts of Admiralties. 
^ The referred duties.inthe Courts of Royal 
Juxifdiclions, * ■ < 

JIL The intermediate:; falaiies- x>f vacant 
offices, ■ . ! ■'. .,.--. 

The emoluments of Chanceries not aliens 
ft^ej. /■''..' . J • 

Compounding t% ... / * 

f TJbf compounding?, .flwte witji* an4 payable 

Ias well hy the Quite oif Orleans, for the fejond 
fou,r-pence per Uwe^ as by the S;aj£A, . Gitttf t ' 
J and Corporations, of the Prorinces of Arteif* 
,) G'^fcefis, Flanders, ffay^f^U n . arjd t^p COUp^y 
j of Ifhoifr, far the-. prjnqipal an^. ^ighc-rpenee 
1 pex.Hvre of the Stamp £>u.ties of th# A#s and 
. Linxjentujres of regUlerjng and fmay/fca^s. 
f Thofeof the Province, of Af^e,, which are 

■' livre of the ain^at;pt^apjtta^en^n£s an£ i&j£s 

^of good^, effect?,, #c. :■ j 
Done in the King's CounciFqf State, hoiden at Verfaijk$, -on. the*nin|h 
day of January, one thoufand/ftven hu,n^^ ^anfi e jg^ty v ;i . ... ' . ,,.,,;. 
,'; '* (Signed),. r 4mflo. TV( 

[By an accident in, 'print^g'. tie jurifii4Uon;cjf ,a fctfeiga-Pjiticfl.; a»d 
lait J ear* |n ' the j[aj} ^ofume, ; af tj>is ^ th a t^tha^ Prince, c^n -UiftffiftR l before 
work ?i ' an cflb^ti^l ia$&jce. has' haf - .. Hjs^^ri^uflal, KU allies and -their 
ps.c'edj hy^which a nia^erial paftoge . reyo!^4.fyW e ^ s » ^PJ^fy the a»- 
h as b een totally omj effd ." ' To reined y " " d uct of. a peo p le who have ahfoj ved 
this "mi :1a ke as ei]e&u[all£- as poflible, .'. themfelyes from the <3#ti<$. pfjpurfiil ' 
we here reprint the ];;# *£&cep jibes' q£edieoce f The Miniftarsfo/tfe© Mcft 
* ^ T Ch'riftiaa Jung »ay, perhspf* «ie 

day pcffciye th^ac ambition hath made 
thefnfdrget tfcerigbts ot every, fove- 
rpign. : The approbation t * ,8t ,iJie 



in page 3S4, to the end* of the yo- 
lamei which corrects every error com- 
pletely.]',/'. ' 

3c is funVieiu here -to remark, that 
France cannot take any advantage of. 
the iiijufcice with which (lie re- 
proaches the Court of Londop, with- 
out inrroducTng into . ijh^ view of 
Europe, maxims as new as they are 



Coon of Verf^lie^. hath.giyju.to the 
revolt pf the Engljjh colonies, will 
not permit jt to blame pnjofurreclbn 
of its, own fubjeftgio the new world, 
or thoC? r of bpain, who. may have 



dangerous, wjihout fu^po.ring that, more cogent ipotiyes. to foHoiv the 

.any difpntches which njay arifc in .fauv4 Wjnpje, if they wert $ot 

^he befom of a fovercign indepen- avertca* from it by a fight of the 

dent ftate, are fubmicted to the calamities in which thefe wretched 

Vol. IX.' ' - Cc colonies 
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colonies have plunged themfelves. 
But France herfclf appears to feel 
the .weaknefs, the danger, and the 
indecency of thefepretenfions; when, 
in the declaration of the Marquis de 
Noailles, »s well as in Jier laft 
Manifefto, fhe quits her hold on the 
right of Independence : fhe is content 
to maintain, that the revolted colo- 
nies enjoy, in fact, that independence 
they have bellowed on themfelves: 
that even .England herfelf, in fome 
fort acknowleges it, in fuffering acts 
of fovercignty to fubfift, and that 
therefore, Prance without arty viola- 
tion of peace, might conclude a trea- 
ty of friendfhip and commerce with 
the United States of North America. 
— Let us fee in what manner Great 
Britain had acknowledged that inde- 
pendence, equally imaginary inright, 
as in fact. Two years had not yet 
etapfed from the day in which the re- 
bels declared their criminal refolu- 
tion of making off the yoke of their 
mother country ; and that time had 
been occupied by the events of a 
bloody and obftinate war. Succefs* 
had hung in fafpence, bur the King's 
army, which pofleffed the moft im- 
portant maritime towns, continued 
always to menace the interior provin- 
ces. The Englifli flag reigned over 
all the American Teas, and the re- 
eftablimment of a lawful dependence, 
was fixed as the indifpenfible condi- 
tion of the peace with Great Britain 
offered to her revolted fubjects, whofe 
rights, privileges, nay even whofe 
prejudices me refpected. The Court 
of Verfailles, which announced, with 



their eyes Upon the unfortunate con- 
ferences of the revolt, the tyranny 
of their new leaders, and the paternal 
difpofition of their lawful fovereign. 

Under fuch circumftances, it is 
impoffible, without infulting in too 
grofs a tnann«r both truth and reafen, 
to deny that the declaration of the 
Marquis of Noailies, of the 13th of 
March, 1778, ought to be received as 
a true declaration of war on the part» 
of the Moft Chriftian King; and the' 
affurances " that he had taken even- 
tual meafures, in concert with the' 
United States of America, to main- 
tain a freedom of commerce," which 
had fo often excited the juft com? 
plaints of Great Britain, authorifed 
the King, from that moment to rank 
France in the number of his enemies. 
The Court of Verfailles could not 
avoid acknowledging that the King 
of England, after having " recalled 
his Ambaffador, denounced to his 
Parliament the meafure taken by his 
Majefty, as an act of hoftility, as a 
formal and premeditated a^greffion*" 
Such was, indeed, the declaration 
which both honour and juftice de r 
manded from the King, and which 
he communicated, without delay, to 
the Minifters of the different Courts 
of Europe, tojuftify beforehand the 
effects of a lawful refentment. From 
then it is ufelefs to feek for orders that 
were fe*it to the Eafl-Indies, to re- 
mark the precife day when the fleets 
of England or France quitted their 
refpedlive ports ; or, to fcrutinizeinto 
the circumftances of the action with 
the Belle Pcule, and the taking two 



fo much opennefs and fimplicity, the other frigates, which were actually 



treaty figned with the' pretended 
States of America, which it found 
iri an independent fituation, had 
alone contributed, by its clandeftine 
fuccdurs to foment the fire of revolt ; 
and it was the dread of peace that 
engaged France to employ the rumour 
of that alliance, as the moft effectual 
means to inflame the minds of the 
people, who Degas already to open 



carried off in fight of the very coafts 
of France. Hence the reproach 
made to the King of having Jo long 
fufpended a formal declaration of 
war, vanifhes of iifelf. Thefc decla- 
rations are only the meafures that 
nations have reciprocally agreed op, 
to avoid treachery and furprize ; but 
the ceremonies which anptfonce the 
terrible exchange of peace for war; 
- ' 'the 
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the Heralds declarations and mahi- 
feftos are not always neceflary, are 
not aPways alike. The declaration 
-of the Marquis de NoaMe? was a 
fignal of the public infraction of (he 
peace- The King directly proclaimed 
to all nations, that he accepted the 
war which France offered ; the laft 
proceedings of his Majefty were ra- 
ther the fpring of his prudence, than 
his Juftice, and Europe may now 
judge if the Court of London wanted 
means to ** juftify a declaration of 
war, and if fhe did not dare to accufe 
France, publicly, of being the ag- 
gre flbr.*' 

Since the alliance of France with 
the revolted colonies of America, was 
a manifeft breach of the peace, and a 
lawful motive of war, the Court of 
Verfailles might naturally have ex- 
pected, that on the firft propofal for 
an accommodation of the two crowns, 
the King would infill on a juft fatis* 
faction on fo important an object ; 
and that France fhould renounce thofe 
connections which had compelled his 
Majefty to take arms. The affected 
furprizc that the Minifters of the Moft 
Chriftian King fhow at prefent at the 
ftedfaftnefs of the Court of London, 
is agreeable enough to the pride that 
dictated conditions of peace which 
the greateft fuccefs could have Scarce- 
ly jaftified; and the propontion 
which they ventured to make, to en- 
gage the King to withdraw his troops 
from America, and to acknowledge 
the independence of his revolted fub- 
jects, could not but excite his Majefty's 
aftonifhment and indignation. The 
little opening which the Court of 
Verfailles found to fuch a vain hnpe, 
obliged it foon to turn in another 
manner. It propofed by the inter- 
mediation of the Court of Madrid, 
aTcheme of accommodation lefs of- 
fenfive, perhaps, in form, but in- 
admiifible in its foundation. The 
Catholic King, w"*h the con fen t of 
France, communicated to the King's 
Minifters a propofal for a truce of 



many years, or a general and inde- 
terminate fufpeofion of all hoftilities, 
during which the revolted colonies, 
the pretended United Statas of North 
America, fhould be treated as inde- 
pendent, in fact. The moft trifling 
reflection would be fufficient to un* 
veil the artifice of this inftdious 
fcheme, and juftify the King's refusal 
to the eyes of Europe. Truces for 
years, and ceflationsof arms between 
fovereigns, who are at war, but ac- 
knowiege each other, are mild and 
falutary means to fmooth the diffi- 
culties which oppofe the entire con* 
clufion of a peace, which may be 
referred to a more favourable mo- 
ment, without c'ifgrace or dan- 
ger. But in the domeftic quarrel of 
Great Britain and her colonies, the 
fovertfignty itfelf, the independence 
both in right and in fact, is the ob- 
ject of difpute. And the King's 
dignity will not permit him to accept 
of thofe propoials which, from the 
very beginning of a negociation, 
grants ail that can fatisfy the am- 
bition of the rebellious Americans, 
whilft they exact from his Majefty, 
without any ftipulation in his favour, 
that he mould defift for a long and 
indefinite term, from his moft lawfal 
pretentions. It is true, the Court of 
Verfailles vouchfafedto confent, that 
the Coort of London might treat 
with the Congrefs, either directly, or 
by the intervention of the King of 
Spain. His Majefty, certainly, will 
not fo much demean himfelf a* to 
complain of that infoience, which 
feems to grant him as a favour, the 
pa^miflion of treating directly with 
his'rebellious fubjects. But the Ame* 
ricans themfelves are not blinded by 
pafiion and prejudice, they will fee 
cjearly in the conduct of France, 
that their new allies will foon become 
their tyrants, and that that pretended 
independence, purchafed at the price 
of fo much mifery and blood, will be 
foon fubjected to the defpotic will of 
a foreign court. 

C c 2 If 
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]f France could verify that eoger- 
r^f^wh'ich fhe attributes to the Court 
of tofldon, to feek the mediation of 
Spain,. a like eagernefs would ferve to 
prove the King's juft corifidence in 
the goodnefs of his caufe, and hi$ 
eiteenv for a generous nation which, 
bath always defpifed fraud and per- 
fidy But the Court of London is 
obliged to own, that the mediation 
was offered to it by the Minifters of 
the Catholic King, , and it claims no 
Other merit, , than that of having 
fheWnon all occafions,, a lively and 
fittCere- inclination to deliver its fub- 
je&s, nay etten its enemies from the 
fcourge of war< The condudl of the 
Court of Madrid, during that nego- 
tiation, foon fhewed the King that a 
mediator, who forgets his own deareft 
intereits, to give himfelf up to the 
ambition, or refentment of a foreign 
.power, mull: be incapable of pro- 
pofififg a fafe or honourable accom- 
modation. Experience confirmed 
.thefe fufpicions: the unjuft and in- 
adminlblefchcmejuft mentioned, was 
,the,fole fruit of this mediation. In 
the fame inftant that the Mtaiflers 
of the Catholic King offered, with 
the moft difinterefted profeflions, his 
capital, his good offices, ais^guaranty, 
to facilitate the cbnclufion cf the 
treapy, they fuifered to appear from 
t{ie bottom tf oblcuricy new )fabje&s 
for difcufiion, particularly relative to 
Spain, but upon which they- always 
re/ofed to explain themfelves. His 
MajeftyVrefufal to accede to the ul- 
timatum of the Court of Madrid, was 
accompanied with all convenient pre- 
cautions and refpec\ ; and unlefs that 
Court will arrogace to itfelf aright 
to dictate conditions of peace to an 
independent and refpe&able neighi 
hour, there was nothing pafled in 
thit conjuncture, which 'ought to have 
altered thehirmony of the two crowns. 
Bur the offensive meafures of Spain, 
w hich Ihe co rtu never cJoaih. with the 
faireil appearances of equity, .will 
/ocn (hew that fhe had already taken 
aer resolutions ; and xkiX chefe refo* 



lmions had been inftigattfd by the 
French: ininhtry, who had -on If re- 
tarded the declaration of the Court 
of Madrid, from the hope of giving 
a mortal blow to the honour ana 
iiiterefts of Great Britain under the 
maikof fr;endfh;p. 

Such are the unjuft and ambitious 
enemies, wh, have defpifed the faith 
of treaties, to violate the pubtiotran- 
quility, -and agaihit whom the King 
now defends' the rights of hit crown 
and people. The event is yet in the 
hands of the Almighty; bat his 
Maje&y, who relies upori the divine 
protection, with a firm bat humble 
aflurance, is perfuaded that the wifhes 
of Europe-will rapport tfce juftice of 
his caufe, and applaud tbe faccefa of 
his arms, which have no other object 
than to eiUbiifh the repofe of nations 
on a folid and unihaken bafts. 



In page 39 If the prefect 'OokkMe, h 
tbtftrft pierl tif the Cfttuiitr^L^itBr 
from the Congrefs, the following is 
the remainder 4>f that paper* 
It is not furpnftng, that in a free 
country, where the tongnesand^fens 
of fuch people are and tnurt be 1i-n 
cenfed, fuch political herefies ftouki 
be inculcated and di'ffufed, 4«rt'k is 
really aftonifhing, that Ihe mirrd of 
a fingle virtuous citizen" in America 
mould be influenced by them. It 
certainly cannot be necefiary to re- 
mind ^ou, that-your reprefentatives 
here are chofen from among your- 
felvesj "that you are, or ought to be 
acquainted with their feveral cha- 
racters ; that they are fent hetc to 
fpeak your fentiments, and that it is 
conftantly in your power to remove 
fuch as do not. You furely are con- 
vinced, that it is no more in their 
power to annihilate yournidney than 
your independence, and that any act 
of theirs, for either of thofe pur- 
pofes would be uull and void. 

We mould pay an ill compliment 
to the uriderflandmg .and honour of 
every true American, were we to ad- 
duce 
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diice many arguments t3 mew the 
bafenefs, or b;id policy cf violating 
our -national fair/h, or Omitting to 
purfue themeafures necefTary to pre- 
serve it. A bankrupt faithlefs re* 
public would be a novelty in the po- 
litical world, and appear among re- 
putable nations, Hke a common prof* 
tkute among chaile and refpcclable 
matrons. The pride of America re- 
volts from the idea ; her citizens 
know for what purpoies thefe emif- 
fions were made, and have repeated- 
ly plighted their faith for the re- 
demption of them ; they are to be 
found in every man's pofjbfiion, and 
every man is interested in their be- 
ing redeemed; theymufi, therefore, 
entertain a high opinion of Ameri- 
can credulity, who fttppofe the peo- 
ple capable of believing, on due re- 
flection, that all America will, a- 
gainft the faith, the honour, and the 
intereft of all America, be ever pre- 
vailed upon to countenance, fupport, 
or perm-it fo ruinous, fo difgraceful 
a meafure. We are convinced, that 
the efforts and arts of oar enemies 
will not be wftnting to draw us into 
this humiliating and contemptible 
fituation.- Impelled by malice, and 
' the fuggfcfHbhs oY chagrin and dif- 
appointment, at not being able to 
bend our necks to their yoke, they 
will endeavour to force or feducc us 
t© commit this unpardonable fin, 
in order to fubje& us to the punish- 
ment due to it, and that we may 
thenceforth be a reproach and a bye- 
word among the rm:ions. Apprized 
of thefe consequences, knowing the 
value Of national character, and im- 
prefled with a due fenfe of the im- 
mutable laws of juitice and honour, 
it is impoflible that America mould 
think without horror df fuch an exe- 
crable deed. 

If then neither oar ability or in- 
clination's to' difthar^e the public 
<lebt, are juftly queihonable, let our 
conduct correfpond with this confi- 
dence, and let us reicae our credit 
from its prefent imputations. Had 



the attention of America to this ob- 
jecl been unremitted, had taxes been 
feafcnabJy impofed and collected, 
had proper loans been made, had 
laws been parted, and executed for 
puniflting thofe who malicioufly en- 
deavoured to injure the public credit; 
had thefe and many other things 
equally neceffary been done, and had 
our currency, notwithstanding all 
thefe efforts, declined to its prefent 
degree of depreciation, our cafe 
would indeed have been deplorable. 
But as thefe exertions have not been 
made, we may yet experience the* 
good effects which naturally refult 
from them. Our former negligences 
therefore mould now animate us 
with hope, and teach us net to de{^ 
pair of removing by vigilance and 
application the evils which fupine- 
nefs and inattention have produced. 
It has been already obferved, that 
in order to prevent the further na- 
tural depreciation of our bills, we 
have refolved to flop the prefs, and 
to call upon you for fupplies by loans 
and taxes. You are in capacity .io 
afford them, and are bound by the 
flrongefl ties to do it. Leave us not, 
therefore, without fupplies; nor let 
in that flood of evils which would 
follow -from fuch negled. It 
would be an event moft grateful to 
our enemies, and depend upon it, 
they will redouble their artifices and 
induilry to compafs it. Be therefore 
upon your guard, and examine well 
the policy of every meafure, and the 
evidence of every report that may be 
propofed or mentioned to yon before 
you- adopt the one or believe the 
other. Recollect that it is the price 
of the liberty, the peace and the 
fafety of yourfelves and polierity, 
that now is required ; — that peace, 
liberty and fafety, for the attain- 
ment and fecurity of which, yon 
have fo often and fo folemnly de- 
clared your readinefs to Sacrifice your 
lives and fortunes. The war, tho* 
drawing fail to a fuccefsful iffue,.ftill 
rages.' Difdain to leave the whole 

buiinefs 
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Wlnefeof your defence to your ally. 
Be mindful that the brighteft pro- 
fpecls may be clouded, and that pru- 
dence bids us be prepared for every 
event. Provide, therefore, for con- 
tinuing your armies in the field 
till victory and peace fiiall lead them 
home, and avoid the reproach of 
permitting the currency to depre- 
ciate in your hands, when, by yield- 
ing a part to taxes and loans, the 
whole might have been appreciated 
and preferved. Humanity as well 
as juftice makes this demand upon 
you, the complaints of ruined wi- 
dows, and the cries of fatherlefs 
children, whofe, whole fupport has 
been placed in your hands and melted 
away, have doubtlefs reached you— 
take care that they afcend no higher. 
Roufe, therefore; ftrive who mall 
do moll for his country ; rekindle 
that flame of patriotifm, which, at 
the mention of difgrace and flavery 
blazed throughout America, and 
animated all her citizens. Deter- 
mine to finiih the contefl as you be- 
gan it, honeftty and glorioufly.— 
Let it never be faid that America 
hail no fooner become independent, 
than fhe became ihfolvent, or that 
her infant glories and growing fame 
were obfeured and tarnifhed by bro- 
ken contracts and violated faith, in 
the very hour when all the nations of 
the earth were admiring, and almoft 
adoring the fplendor of hex riling. By 
the unanimous Order of Congrefs, 
John Jay, Prcfident. 
Philadelphia, 
*'/'* <3> 1779- 



Philadelphia. 
Tittjburghy O&ebtr 5, 1779* 
The officers of the line and ftafFin 
the weftern department, having long 
heheld with concern the growing 
evils produced by the avaricious and 
graiping trader, now commonly 
known and diilinguifhed by the dis- 
graceful epithet of fpeculator, find 



themfelves under the neceffity of 

forming and adopting a fyftem of re- 
gulations, fimilar to thofe formed and 
adopted by their brother officers, with 
the main army. And in doing this— <- 
We the officers of the weftern de- 
partment, beg leave to declare that 
bur motives are pure and diiintereOed, 
We have no finifter views. Our hap- 
pinefs is to fee our country happy ; 
our pride to give her peace and fafe- 
ty ; and our glory is to render her 
independent. In this we have hapily 
fucceeded, and were it not for the en- 
couragement held out to our harden* 
ed, obftinate and inveterate enemy, 
by the- depreciation of our money— 
in a great degree, if not wholly occa- 
sioned by the wicked arts of the diC 
affected, and the mean tricks of /pe- 
culators, the olive branch would 
long e'er this have happily expanded 
its influence over this bleeding land : 
nor mould we s now have feen our 
towns inflames ; nor heard of ravifhed, 
virtuous, infuked matrons, nor of 
Bruim bayonets t being pointed at the 
breails of our patriots. Similar caufes 
will ever produce fimilar effects ,; to 
prevent the latter, the former muft be 
removed.— Mifchiefs of fuch enor- 
mity, can no longer be winked at, or 
difpenfed with. The foldier and the 
citizen,, who have facrificed their all ; 
who have fought, and bled, and con- 
quered ; who. have humbled the arro- 
gant and haughty Briton, as well as 
. the fierce and barbarous favage, can- 
not now tamely fubmit to fee their 
well-earned laurels unwove, and all 
their great and good deeds bla-fted, 
overturned, and undone,, by cater- 
pillars of llate, and muck-worma of 
royalty ; fuch are the infects that are 
preying on the vitals of America, and 
who are living and fattening on the 
core of her credit ; and therefore we 
are determined, with the ble fling of 
God, and the approbation of our 
Commandant, to efFe&ually remove 
and fmother them, fo that they &a]l 

no 
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wo longer feed on the fair and tender 
bloflbm of freedom, nor hereafter be 
a pert to ourpofterity. 

The civil Jaws, have been found 
inadequate to the removal of thefe 
growing evils. Therefore to flop 
the rapid progiefc of fech defpoiJers 
of their country, as weli as to fupport 
the credit of our currency, and give 
it a fixed and permanent value, we 
.have at Jail found it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to call a meerng of officers 
of the line and flafF, when after 
fome deliberation a committee was 
moved for, which met with unani- 
mous concurrence ; a motion-- was 
then made for the nomination of a 
chairman, which was alfo agreed to, 
an . d 9°J onel i onnGi ^ on > of the ninth 
Virginia regiment, .was appointed, 
.The committee accordingly met on 
T»aefday v the 5 th Odober, and pro- 
ceeded to bu/inefs ; and as the prices 
of every article were daily, rapidly, 
and /hamefully increafing ; and fome 
time ntuft necelTaiiiy elapfe, before 
the neceflary papers, town regula- 
tions, and traders invoices could be 
procured, fo that a reafonabie and 
living profit might be allowed th-ssn, 
on the regulated fale of their goods. 
Therefore refoJved, That a felecl: 
cornmitiee be appointed to collecl all 
papers, and get what information 
they can poflibly obtain, relative to 
the regulations which may have 
taken place down the countrv, and 
by them endeavour to ascertain the 
prices of -oods as they ought to fell 
at this place, and Jay them with 
what other matters they may con- 
ceive neceflary, before trie commit- 
tee at the next meeting. 

Refolved, That two gentlemen of 
the committee, viz, -Captain Tanni- 
hil], and Captain Fridlay, be deputed 
to wait on the traders of Pmfburgh, 
and acquaint them that the fale of 
their goods were prohibited and for- 
bid by the committee, till the regu- 
lations could be formed with accura- 
cy, and tranfmitted them, under the 



pain and penalty of being held up as 
inimical to their country, as weil as 
forfeiting the countenance, protec- 
tion and trade of the army, where- 
upon the committee adjourned. 

Wednefday the 6th of Oftober, 
the committee being met, and the 
*ele& committee having made their 
reports, the following refolutions were 
agreed to, viz. 

Reiblved, That at the prefect enor- 
mous prices, unlefs dire and abfolute 
neceflity compels to buy, Aali be 
deemed as criminal as to fell, and 
Should the traders refufe to fell at the 
regulated prices, agreed on and £xe<l 
by this committee. 

Refolved, *that the Commandant 
of the weftern department be waited 
upon by a committee, and earneftly 
requeued for the good of the com- 
munity as well as the army, .hat faii 
traders be immediately ordered to 
withdraw themfelves and property 
from this poft, being fully determined 
to have a reasonable trade or no trade, 
and Jive upon our rations and what 
our country can afford us ; *nd fhould 
it be neceflary, cloath ourfelves with 
the produce of the foreih, rather than 
live upon the virtuous part of the 
community, to gratify our fanguinary 
enemies, and enrich rapacity ; and 
as it is the unanimous opinion of this 
committee, that the fpecious defin- 
ing (peculator s a moniter of a deeper 
dye, and more malignant nature than 
the lavage Mingo in the wilderncfs. 
whofe mifchieis are partial, while 
thofc occafioned by the fpeculator, 
have become univerfai.— The trade 
of a Mingo is blood, and they are in 
alliance with Britons. But fpeculat- 
mg mongers, who are deemed and 
treated as citizens of America, and 
partale of her benefits, fweep all be- 
fore them ; tears up our credit by 
the root ; travels like a peltilence; 
and carry deduction to every corner 
or the continent. And in a time of 
put he danger, JiJee the p.efent, when 
the'iubjcclsofafrec iUic can have 
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but one iatereft, and ought .to have' 
but one wiih and one fentiment. 

Refolved, That any perfon what- 
ever,' holding acommiilion, place or 
employment under the Uuited States, 
ivho fha!l diredlly or indireftJy.be 
concerned in trade or fpcculacion of 
anykind, fhali not be kept company 
with, or even (poke to by any perfnn 
in the public fervice, that is on the 
footing of a gentleman, excepting at 
fuch time when neceffary duty may 
require : And thofe who countenance 
a fpeculat >r fhall be deemed by this 
committee as acceftary, and held uf 
to the world in t^he fame colours, a^d 



pal gentlemen of the different coun- 
ties on this Jide the Alleghany moun- 
tains, requeuing their approbation, 
afltftance, and concurrence therein. 

And this committee wishing to 
deal tenderly with all, to avoid, (a$ 
much as in their power) injuring 
any, and .toad on. fuch principles 
as may convi ce all mankind of 
their impartiality, as well as to pre- 
vent future adventurers from'makihg 
ufe of the plea of ignorance, 

Refolved, That until fuch times 
as traders will conform to the regula- 
tions entered into and publifhed by 
the virtuous part of the community at 



be treated with the fame degree of Philadelphia, Bofton, and the gene 



fcorn and contempt. 

The invoices or the traders being 
produced to the committee, they were 
carefully perufed and maturely con- 
iidered, and after fome debate there- 
on, the committee at la!l unanimouf- 
Jy determined, that from the exor- 
bitant prices affixed to the greateft 
partof the different articles contain- 
ed therein, no regulations could be 
made on (aid invoices : Therefore, 

Refolved, That faid traders be rot 
permitted to fell any part of faid 
jjiercbaodise fpecified in fa-d invoices, 
atanypoitor garrifon, ou this due 
the Alleghany mountain. 

And this committee particularly 
considers. the conduct of fuch traders 
as injurious, by their engrofllng and 
forestalling large quantities of grain, 
thereby enhancing and raifing the 
price thereof: in order to prevent 
the evil coniequences, that mnft na- 
turally flow therefrom, as well as to 
prohibit trade in general, tUI a rea- 
fon-able trade can be obtained, and 
traders become fatisfied with a mo- 
derate profit. . - 

Refolved, That a guard be placed 
over the ftores of the traders or Pittf- 
burgh, and that they be not permit- 
ted to fell xo aay peifon on any ac- 
count whatever, and chat circular let- 
ters with the refoluticns of this com- 
nuttcc f :bttranfmitted to the princi- 



rality of the principal trading towns 
on the continent, no goods whatever 
fhall be purchafed, or offered for fale, 
at any port cr garrifon, on this fide 
the Alleghany mountain -and that 
all trading adventurers, who wifh for. 
the countenance, protection and trade 
of the army, are hereby required by 
this Committee to obtain a permit as 
well as a certificate, fpecifying the 
regulated prices, at the time of°pur- 
chafe, from the Secretary of the Com- 
mitter, previous to the opening of 
their goods for fale, and they fhall 
alfo confine themfelves ro fuch profits 
on their fales, as were formerly al- 
lowed ample at this place. And pro* 
vided trading adventurers will comply 
with the regulations and reftriclion*; 
Refolved, That they fhaH be 
treated with the refpeft due to wor- 
thy citizens, and friends u their 
country, and fhall meet with every 
indulgence the commandan^aV'this 
poit, and the committee can poflib'y 
grant them, and all thafe of different 
complexions, what ever appellation 
they may chufe to a flu me, whether 
inoaopol zers, foreitallers, erigrdSers, - 
or fpcculaturs, are hereby caU Honed 
and advifed not to crofs the- Alleg- 
hany mountain, as this tToinmirtee 
cannot anfwer for the conduct of an 
infulted public, nor for the ^refent- 
men: of the army. 
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Observations on the Justify- 
ing Memorial of the Court 
op London. Translated 
frow the French original, 
printed at the Royal printing-office 
at Paris. 

THE Court of London hath juft 
published, under the title of a 
Juftifying Memorial, a Minifterial 
anfwer to the Expofition of the. Mo-. 
lives of the King's Condacl relative 
to England. If fafts fuppofed or 
perverted, if principles falfe or 
wrong applied, if fophiftry and re- 
proaches, are fufficient to juftify the 
procedure and the excufes of Great- 
Britain, then it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that the Englrfh Miniftry 
have done the work perfectly well : 
but the impartial judges to whom 
they have appealed, perfuaded that 
the King regards his honour, his 
reputation, and his glory, will have, 
doubtlefs, fufpended their judgment 
until his Majefty hath either avowed 
or defeated the accufations, which 
have been allowed to he enumerated 
againft hinu 

The King might, certainly, have 
configned to filence and oblivion, 
all thofe errors and invectives which 
form the bafis of the King of 
England's defence; and it is with 
the greateft repugnance that he feels 
himfelf obliged to recall them to 
mind ; yet his Majefty thinks it a 
duty to himfelf to annihilate them, 
by eflablifhing the truth of fads, 
and by expojir^g the defigns wjiich 
have directed all his fteps. But 
the King will be far from taking 
the ftile and tone of the Court of 
London, for his model : as he will 
fpeak only the language of juftice 
and reafon, his expreffions will be 
as fimple, as his Jentiments are mo- 
derate ; and he flatters himfelf, that 
the fingle force of the truths which 
he is about to lay down, will fix, irre- 
vocably, the opinion of every Power, 
According to the writing of the 
Court of London, the . King hath 
V«. IX. * 



forgotten the faith tf treaties ; the 
duty of an Ally, and the rights of 
Sovereigns, to employ kimjtlf enly in 
profiting of circumftances, <which ap- 
peared favourable to his ambitious 
projects ; he bath d e b a S.B-D his 
DIGNITY in forming fecret connec- 
tions 'with the Americans, a*d y after 
he had exhaufed every infamous 
refource of PZ&Fivr and DzssiMV- 
t. at ion, he hath dared to avow the 
folemn treaty which bis Minifters 
have concluded *with the ebfeure 
Agents of the Englijh Colonies. 

Such are the chief accufations 
which the Court of London have, 
formed againft that of Verfailles. 
To enable the public to judge, from/ 
knowledge,, ofthecaufes, it will be 
neceflary to enter into the particu- 
lars of the King's conduct, and to 
put it in a parallel with that of the 
Court of London ; to unfold the 
principles which have directed both 
the one and the other ; to deftroy 
the pretended fads of the Engli/h 
Miniftry^ to re-eftablifti thofe which 
they have perverted ; to relate thofe 
which they thought proper to omit i 
in a word, tp bring to the teft of 
truth, a caufe which interefts all 
nations, and which the Court of 
London hath rendered unnatural, 
in the ftrangeft manner. 

Every power in Europe mull be 
obliged to own that the King hath 
been hitherto faithfuj to the pacific 
aflurances that he gave inceflandy to 
them: and the King of England, 
even more than any other Sovereign, 
may give him that teftimony, be- 
caufe there are particular proofs of 
the fincerity of his Majefty's wiftiesto 
preferve the general tranquility; and 
he may recollect the repeated fleps 
which were taken tp confirm the good 
underftanding which fubfifted be. 
tween the Courts of Verfailles and 
London, But that Prince, or rather 
his Minifters, who had their faults to 
conceal, thought it agreed better 
with their views, their ptrfonal inte» 
reft, and, perhaps, their fafety, to 
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ftctifiee the truth, and their own opi- 
nion, to the neceflky of reprefenting 
aH the Kind's meafares as fo many 
proofs of hid perfidy ; by accufing 
him of having fomented, fupported, 
and commented the revolt of Ame- 
rica; ancThy reproaching him with 
having taken the advantage of the 
clrcumtiances which that revolt of- 
fered, to execute his pretended am- 
bitious defigns. 

That every nation to whom the 
King appeals, as well as the Court 
of London, may be in a condition to 
rate the value of this lift of pretended 
primes, a faithful relation of the 
principles which have guided the 
Xing*s conduct, and in what man- 
ner, at what time, in what conjunc- 
ture, and with what views his Ma- 
jefty connected himfelf With the 
United States of North America, 
fhall be made known with the moft 
fcrupulous exactitude* 

Every one knows' that when the 
King took the reins of Government, 
the Americans had already rifen op 
againft the enterprizes of their Mo- 
ther Country ; ami every one fore- 
saw from thence, that the Americans* 
would either make off the Englifh 
rule, or that they would yield only 
to the fuperiority of the force which 
wpuld be employed to fubject them* 
This reflection could not efcape the 
King's fagacity, and that it afforded 
him infallible means to have fatis- 
faction for ail the injuries with which 
he might reproach England. But his 
Majefty did not fuffer himfelf to be- 
dazzled by fuch a ftrdutihg appear- 
ance: he remained a quiet fpectator 
of the difpute between Great Britain 
and her colonies ; and his diftance 
- from every thing that might have 
raifed a fufpicion. of his taking any 
$art in it, hindered him even from 
having the lead connection with the 
American?. Neverthelefs, the King, 
without fubjecting hiinfdf :o be juilly 
accufed of facrificing every thing to 
his ambition* injufUce, and perfidy, 



might have taken into fome con fide- 
ration, that which is called Vffl/i» $f 
Statt; ft ruck with the advantages 
which the approaching independence 
of America feemed to offer, he might 
have thought that it was not only his 
intercft to favour it, but even his 
duty ; taught by theexample of Eng- 
land, in circumftances lefs favour- 
able than thofe in which the colonies 
found themfelves, he might have 
thought himfelf authorized to follow 
it : convinced by a long train of facts, 
that Englifh politics had no ether 
foundations than felf-intereft, the 
moft exclufive convenience, and an 
envious and tyrannical ambition, he 
might have thought himfelf obliged 
to have taken away its power, by di* 
miniihing the means of carrying- it 
into action. If his Majefty had ef- 
fectively followed the path that Eng- 
land had juft traced out, is there one 
intelligent and unprejudiced judge, 
who would have dared to condemn 
him, or handed him down to pofte- 
rity as an unjuft and pcrverfe Sove- 
reign, as an enemy to human kind ? 

Meanwhile the infurrection made 
the moft rapid progrefs ; the fpirit 
that had railed it, fpread through all 
the Englifh colonies, they ran to 
arms on every fide, and the troops 
which the Court of London had fent 
out t6 quell it, met with a refinance 
which they could not furmount. 
This ftate of affairs mu ft have aug- 
mented the courage of the in Turgents, 
in fhewing them that they might 
rely, whh confidence, on their own 
{trength. 

Whilii the Americaris had their 
arms in their hands, and held, as we 
may fay, the Englifh cooped up in 
Bofton, they, neverthelefs, made a 
laft eftbtt to lay their grievances be- 
fore the King and Parliament ; they 
afked, rcdrefs in a manner that no 
faithful fuhject wonld difavow, and 
which even, it dare be faid, wis 
very different from the tone in 
which the Englifh are wont to de- 
mand* 
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mind jufttce from their. Sovereign : 
it would be doubtlefs fuperfluous to 
remind the Court of London of the 
" manner in which it received the re- 
monftrances of the Americans. 

The conduct of the Englifh Mini- 
stry, in an occurrence as important as 
it was delicate, deftrbyed the little 
hopes that the colonies had hitherto 
entertained, of a juft and foiling re- 
conciliation ; and only offered them 
the cruel alternative of either fub- 
mitting, like men guilty of leze Ma- 
jerty, or of fupporting their rights 
and liberties at the expence of their 
fortune and their blood. It waseafy 
to forefee that they would determine 
for the latter; and that great refolve, 
which the Englifh Constitution au- 
thorifes, and the Miniilry of London 
had rendered neceflary, fattened the 
bands which had already re-united 
the different colonies'; and that pro- 
duced the famous Act of Confedera- 
tion, by which the Thirteen Pro- 
vinces, which now compofe the 
United States, mixed their interetts, 
and leagued againft their metropolis, 
which they no longer behold but as 
their oppreflbr. 

This Act was foon followed by 
another of infinitely more import- 
ance, that is to &y, the Ad by 
which'^ie Americans declared them- 
felves independent pn the Sovereignty 
of Great Britain, there is no one but 
muft recollect that the patriotic party 
in England had inceflantly foretold 
that event; becaufe ihey looked 
upon it as the infallible confequenct 
of the anti-conltitutional meafures 
which the Council of St. James's 
perfifted in employing. France had 
not the leait maw in the ever- me- 
morable procedure of the Americans, 
The King, at the time when it took 
place, had not the leaft connexion,, 
directly or indirectly, with them. 
His Majefly had not even an emif- 
fary in America. He had no know- 
ledge of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, but by the way of England, 



and afterwards from the Sieur Deane, 
who had jnft arrived in France. 

The relidence in France of that 
American led to a new train of 
events, becaufe it was at that perib4 
when the Court of London began to> 
unfold its principles, and its pre- 
tended caufes of complaint : it took 
umbrage at the prefence of the Sieur 
Deane, before even it had one equi- 
vocal meafure to alledge : it not only 
perfuaded itfelf that that American 
was charged with a fecret commif- 
fion ; but, feduced by its own prin- 
ciples, it aJfo fufpected that the 
King had lent an ear to his propo- 
rtions ; it is that, doubtlefs, which 
it would fay, when it accufes his Ma^ 
jefty with not being afhamed to de± 
baft his dignity by forming ftCret con* 
ntxions nuitk rebellious fubjettt* 

It is true, that Sieur Deane wai 
charged with two commiflions ; the 
one to eftablifh commercial connec- 
tions between the King's fubjecls anct 
the Americans ; the other, to pro- 
pofe to the King, not only a Treaty 
of Commerce, but alfo an Alliance, 
conceived in the moft extenfive terms. 
The King might certainly, with- 
out debafmg his dignity, without 
violation of treaties, without injury 
of the rights of Sovereigns, have 
heard the overtures of the American: 
agent: his Majefty did actually hear 
them ; but he let the Sieur Deanfi 
know, that he had no intention' tq. 
form any political connections with) 
the colonies. He refufed not only to 
receive the plans of a treaty whiclv 
that American hadprefented to him, 
but alfo to acknowledge the quality 
of Commif&ry, which the Congrefs 
had given him : and he went no far* 
thcr than to grant to the Sieur Deane, 
as an individual, the fame refuge and 
protection, which every ftranger whd 
dwells in the kingdom enjoys, Thj$ 
conduct could notdifpleafe the Court 
*of London, and it had the lefs right 
to cenfureit. as it yet hath, actually, 
a Chief ofrebth in "its pay. Never- 
D d z thelefs, 
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thelefs, the Engliih Minlflxy regards 
ed it as an infra&ion of treaties ; 
and their irritated pride blinded them 
fo far, that they ordered Vifcount 
Stormont to claim the Sieur Deane, 
as a rebellious fubjedi ; or, at leaft, 
to infift on his expulfion from his 
Majefty's dominion : the public will, 
of its own accord, characterize fuch 
an inconfiderate meafure, and the 
ILing hath, doubtlefs, no occafion 
to juftify the refufal contained in 
his sui\ver. - 

The Englifh Ambaflador, exafpe- 
rated b,y the King's decifion, though 
ii was what he ought to have expect- 
tu, gave, doubtlefs, the ftamp of 
lis ill^humour to the reports lie 
made to his Court: at leaft, it is 
certain, he gave it to his conduct ; 
<br he eltabhfhed in every part of the 
kingdom, an indecent, fcandalous, 
and unexampled train of fpies ; eve- 
ry veiTel that was fitted out ; every 
article of cloathing, or warlike ftores 
that was bought, ' was, according 
to his emiiTaries, for the Americans. 
The perpetual complaints, which 
were made in confequence ofthefe 
Informations, were, verified with as 
much fpeed as precifion, they were 
nlmoft always found void of founda- 
tion ; and the very few of which 
proof was given, were followed by 
an immediate reparation. 

This is the proper place to explain, 
the nature of the complaints and de- 
mands of the Court of London. 

That Court began with demand- 
ing, that the King mould forbid his 



fubjeSs to have any kind of connec- 
tion or commerce with the Americans; 
that he mould efpecially forbid the 
felling to them any arms or ammuni- 
tion ; that he mould punifh a tranf- 
greflion of this order ; that he mould 
prevent the American privateers from 
felling their prizes ; and mould even 
treat them as pirates, by forbidding 
them the entry into his ports. 

So much did the King defire to 
fupport a good undemanding be- 
tween him and the Court of Lon- 
don ; and fo far was he, at that 
time, from treating with the Ame- 
ricans, that he admitted the great^ft 
part of the above demands. His Ma- 
jefty very feverely prohibited the ex- 
portation of arms and war like am- 
munition, as far as they were defin- 
ed for North America ; he forbade 
the American privateers to fell their 
prizes in France, and his fubjefts to 
buy them ; and he would not permit 
thefe fame privateers to flay in the 
ports of his kingdom, any longer 
than the time prefcribed by the 
Treaty of Utrecht ; and under the 
exprefs conditions contained in that 
treaty. Nothing could prove more 
the exa&nefs with which the King's 
orders were executed, than the re- 
peated reprefentations of the Depu- 
ties of the Congrefs ; and^tRe dif- 
content which, amongft others, the 
Sieurs Hodges, Cunningham, and 
Weeks, carried to America (a) . 

But whilft the Court of London 
heaped complaints upon complaints, 
and the King haftened to fatisfy 

them, 



(a) The Sieur Cunningham, an American privateer, after having di- 
ftrefled tfce Engliih trade, came into the port of Dunkirk ; there he dif- 
armed his fhip, and declared, that he would load for the ports of Norway. 
As this declaration appeared fiifpicious, fecurity was 1 required from Cun- 
ningham. He offered Meflrs. Hodges and Allen, two Englishmen. Cun- 
ningham then failed from Dunkirk, without arms ; but in the night he 
got > ciandeflinely, feamen, cannon, and ammunition on board his ftiip, 
which came to in the road j he then failed on a cruize, and prefently took 
the Prince of Orange, an Engliih packet. As foon as the French govern- 
ment was informed of the ft aud of Cunningham, they feized, and fent to 

. "' * the 
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them, not only by acts of juftice, wards the French ~vefl*els. Inftead 

but even by a!c*ls of complaifance, of conforming to the forms prefcrib- 

which it was his fyftem to carry to ed by treaties, they forced them, -by 

the higheft degree ; the Englim firing lhot, to bring to(b), they took 

commanders behave'd in' the moft their Captains by dint of arms(r)., 

violent and arbitrary manner to- andnotcontent with the regularity of 

the 

the Baftile, the Sieur Hodges, one of the bail, and the packejt was reftored 
to the Court of London, without any formal procefs, becaufe the fault of 
Cunningham was evident and public. 

In regard to the Sieur. Weeks, an American privateer, he had taken two 
very confiderable prizes ; but before he had brought them into the port of 
Nantz, he had opened the hatches, in order to know what the merchan- 
dizes on board were, or to feJl them clandeftinely. As this procedure 
was contrary to the letter of the treaties, and the ordonnances, the two 
(hips were confifcated to the King, but his Majefty ordered them to be re- 
ftored to the proprietors. 

• (b) When men of war meet any yeflels in the open fea, which appear 
fufpicieus, cuftom authorizes the fummoning them to bring to, by firing 
a gun, with powder only ; and it is difobedience alone, and -that even 
when prefumed to be voluntary, that can authorize the firing with mot. 
But the Englim officers, accuftomed to an arbitrary conduct, and prefum* 
ing on impunity, daily tranfgrefled that rule ; and fuch intolerable beha- 
viour excited complaints, more frequent, as they almoft always produced 
excefs and accidents;. but the Englim Miniftry, far from allowing their 
Juftice, and paying any regard to them, on the contrary, approved the 
condutt of the Englim officers, by maintaining, againft notoriety, that, 
the cuftom of firing with ball at firft, was allowed, and even innocent. 
It is left to all commercial nations how to rate fuch jurifprudence. 

(c) To eftimate properly this grievance, it is necefTary to call to mind 
the twenty-fourth article of the Treaty of Utrecht. It is this : 

" That if the fhips of the faid fubje&s or inhabitants of their Moft 
*" Serene Majcfties, on the one or the other part, mould be met, holding 
" their courfe, on the coafls, or in the open fea, by any fhips of war of 
* * their Moft Serene Majefties, or by any fhips armed by individuals ; the 
*' faid man of war, or individual privateer, mall, for the avoiding all 
" diforder, remain out of gun-fhot, and may fend their boats on board 
** of the merchant fhip that they have met, and enter it, to the number 
** of only two or three men, to whom the mafter or captain of the faid 
" ihip or vefTel, fhall produce the fea-papers which contain the proof of 
** the property of the vcffel, and conceived in the form inferted in the 
** prefent treaty ; and the vefTel that hath produced the papers, mail be 
*' at liberty to continue her voyage, without its being permitted to mo- 
€ - € left her, or fearch her in any manner, either by giving chace, or by 
** turning her from the place of her deftination." 

It is by thefc arrangements that the following facts muft be judged : 

ift. The Sieur Ango, Captain of the Reno?nmee brig, was* met on the 
4th of September, 1777, by an Englim merchant fhip laden with mer- 
chandize, and armed as a letter of marque, who fent oh board the French 
/hip, her furgeon and fix men, armed with mufquets, piftols and cutlaffes, 
who feized the crew, and took away the captain ; during whofe abfence, 

the 
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the fea papers, as fettled, by the treaties, they fearched, overhauled, 

and 

tlie "fhip's company underwent the fevereft, treatment ; they broke the bulk- 
heads of the. Captain's cabin, the lockers, chefts, and packages, ranfack- 
ing them and taking away fundry effedts. Thefe outrages continued for 
the fpace of four hours ; after which" they fet Captain Ango at liberty. 
Information of this injury was made to the Court of London, on the 7th of 
November following. 

. zd, On. tht 13th of July, 1777, the Sieur. Tercehier, Commander of 
the fhip Marie, of Dieppe, met, off the Cape, with an Englifh long-boat, 
with between, thirty and forty men,* who, after a continual fire of fmall 
iritis, came along'-fide. Fourteen or fifteen of the men boarded the 
frcnch fhip, armed with piflols and cutlaffes, and obliged the crew, by 
beating them with the flats of their fabres, to retire between decks. An 
Englifh Ofricer to«k the command of the Marie f and made ufe of her to 

five chace to another fhip, for two hours; then took her. down to an 
n^Hfh frigate, abou't four leagues to leeward, who fearched her, and did 
not' fet her at liberty till at the end of fixteen hours; 

3d, The Sieur Char.deau, Captain of the fhip Philippe, met, on the 
%$i of Aug nil, 1777, wkh an Englifh vefTel, Xvho, when fhe came within 
gun-fhbt, hcifted French colours, but immediately after ,hoifted Englifh 
Colours, which nie confirmed by a fhot. She precipitately fired three 
balls, which were followed by fix others, which cut the rigging. They 
failed the French fhip to fend her boat on baard, whilfl the Englifh vei- 
fel continued to fire fhot, from time to time. The French boat was fent 
to the Englifli vefTel with four men, the Maftcr, and an officer; thefe fix 
were immediately put down into the hold, and the French boat returned 
With armed Englishmen, who ordered Captain Chandeau to go on board 
Ihe Englifh vcflel, cr they would fink him ; whilfl that Captain was on 
board the Enjlilh fhip, the Englifh Commander fent to plunder the 
Philifpe : they took away mufquets, fwords, papers, cannon, provifions, 
£ugar, coifee, gold, and nlver, as alfo the eficdls found in the Captain's 
chefis, to the value of fix thoufand five hundred and fixty-five livres. The 
Captain was then put on board his own fhip, but not before the Englifh 
Commander had dragged his watch out of his pocket ; and when the Sieur 
Chandeau came, on board, he found the Englifli fpiking the three gun* 
they had left. 

^th, /t'he Sieur Maffic, Captain of the Bon Pajieur, coming from Mar- 
tinlco, .was rhet,'on the 21ft of December, 1777, off Cape de Gatte, by 
die Englifli frigate the Wcfimoreland. That frigate, after having fired a 
- fhot, came up to the Bon Pafttur, fent her boat with fix men, each armed 
With a cutlafs and two pair of piflols ; having boarded the French fhip, 
they clapt a piftol to the throat of the fleerfman, feized the helm, took 
command of the fhip, and forced the Captain to go into the boat, ordering 
him to take all his papers with him. The Commander of the Englifh 
frigate having received the papers from the Sieur MafEc, inflead of exa- 
mining them, put them into his bureau, faying to the French Captain, 
that he was perfuaded he did not come from Martinico, but from New- 
England, that his cargo mufl confift of tobacco, rice, corn, &c. and that 
He would carry him into Mahon, to make a proper fearch of his fhip. 
1 It is to be remarked, that the Baron d'Arbaud de Jouque, Major-Gent- 
1 ral 
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and plundered the cargoes ;(dj{czrce of which were laden with coihmcU 

one veffel came from the French dities bought in the French iflands, 

iflands, but was fubject to this becaufe the fame goods were pre r 

defpotic inquiry: a multitude tif fumed to be the * growth of Norths 

fentences, pronounced in the Eng- America (f) ; and the reft (feiaed in 

lifh iflands, adjudged to theEnglifh the open fea) had inoSenlive com- 

captors, prizes whofe illegality was modifies, but which might fart th* 

evident (e). The Vice- Admiralty of Americans (g). The Englifh priva- 

of thofe iilands had gone fo far as to teers have violated the King's ter- 

declare, as good prize*, mips, fome ritories in Europe (b) and in Ame- 
rica* ' 

ral of Martinico, was paflenger on board the Bon Pafleur* This officer 
was ordered on board the frigate, where they made him undergo an inter- 
rogatory, and offered him half the cargo, if he would acknowledge the fhip 
had New-England. merchandize. At Iaii the Englifh officer refolved to fend 
back the Baron d'Arbaud, and Captain Maffie ; but when that. Captain 
came on board, he found his fhip in the greateft confufion. This affair 
was complained of to the Englilh Miniftry, who referred it to the 
Admiralty. 

, (d) See the preceding note. To the fads contained thwein may be fHJl 
added, the depredations and plunder which were fuftained by * . > 

I ft, The Sieur Laine, Captain of the ihip Fifior. 

2d, The Sieur Falouard, Captain of the Ihip the Cafar. ; 

3d, The Sieur Vincent, Captain of the fhip PEfperance* 
4th, The Sieur Bodinet, Captain of the fhip P Incognita, 
Add to thefe, twenty-three declarations of Captains plundered and 
ill-treated. 

(e) 1 ft, The fhip la Providence, Captain Poitevin, departed from the 
Cape the 16th of Auguft, 1777, was taken the next day, and was adjudg- 
ed, at Jamaica, as a lawful prize, under the pretext, that a quantity of 
wine, that was on board, was intended for the Americans. 

ad, The fhip the Traiteur> difpatched from St. Domingo for Martinico, 
wastaken, in the latitude of Jean Rabel, on the coaft of St. Domingo, and 
carried into Jamaica, where fentence of confiscation was pronounced. 

3d, The PoflilUn, Batea«, taken a league from St. Domingo, and the 
cargo fold. 

4th, The Ihip the Joli-Caeur, laden at St. Domingo, carried into 
New- York. 

5th, The fhip the P**pee, taken in the latitude of, Cape Finifterre, and 
carried to Gibraltar. , 

6th, The goelctte P£fperance 9 difpatched from Saint Pierre to Marti* 
nico, carried into New- York. 

7th, Twenty others veflels taken and condemned on mere fufpicjon. 

(f) The fhip PAmiakie Rene, laden with tobacco aad. indigo. 

(g) Thefe fhips exceed twenty in number, none of them laden with either 
arms or warlike ftores. They were all bound to the French iflands ia 
America. * . - ,:.-, 

(b) An Englifh privateer, who had hoifted American colours, *oak> about 
the end of the month of Auguft, 1777, eighteen American vefTels, in the 
river of Bourdeaux. In informing the Englifh Miniftry of this violation 
.of territory, it was obferved, that fuch an outrage could not be too fpeedilv 

rep«uT?4, 
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tkifij. A great number of French veffels have been confiscated merely 

becaufo 

Mpreffed, and that by tolerating it, a very bad example would be given to 
the Americans. The Britifh Mimfters will judge themfelves, that the 
affair merited the molt ferious attention ; neverthelefs the reprefentation of 
the King's Ambaflador did not produce any redrefs. 

2d, In December, 1777, a privateer of Jerfey, called the Revenge, took 
an American veflel, near the point of Croiiic. This was complained of 
to the Engliih Miniftry, as a manifeft violation of the law of nations,- and 
an infult Offered to the King's Sovereignty, and the American veflel was 
reclaimed, but the King did not obtain any fatisfaclton on either one or 
the other head. 

(i) In the courfe of the month of December, 1777, the Engliih frigate* 
the Mai d ft one * and the Squirrtl y having driven an American veflel on fhore, 
in the Bay of Jean Rabel, in the lfland of St. Domingo, they fired a fhbt on 
a guard-houfe, and on the fifhermen's huts. Thirty men Rationed in a 
boat, kept a continual fire of fmall arms on the guard ; they landed, feized a 
battery, whofe cannon they difmounted ; advanced, in land, in purfuit of the 
Americans, and burnt the bark which they had driven on fhore. The two 
frigates were under French colours, and did not hoift thofe of their own 
country till the very moment that the American bark was on fire. 

A third Englifh frigate, about the fame time, was guilty of a like viola- 
tion of territory, in cnacing an American veflel on the coaftof Gnadalonpe ; 
and in landing men to purfue the crew, who had quitted their fhip. Of 
thefe fafts, and feveral others of nearly the like nature, informations were 
given to the Englifh miniftry, but without any effect. 

A French fhip called VAmitit laden at St. Pierre, with cod, falmon, and 
fome other unfufpecled commodities, bound to Saint Lucie, was chased \ 
even to the Cul-de-Sac of that ifland, by an Englifh frigate, who fired twelve 
balls at her, within half cannon fhot of a field-piece, without having fhewed 
her colours; and without having notified her country. The French bark, 
being, on the 5th of April, 1777, in the road of the CuUde-Sac,' the Eng- 
lifh commander fent two boats to bring her off, which the boats crews 
did, by cutting her cables ; they fired feveral fmall ihot on one of the King's 
chaloupes, which had gone, but too late, to the affifbuice of the. bark. This 
faft alio was complained of to the Englifh Miniftry ; Lord Weymouth agreed 
that it required a fignal reparation, but that never took place, for it was 
confined to a ample reftitution of the veflel that had been carried off. 

Captain Keeler, Commander of the Lynx frigate, took two barks, of his 
own nation* which were at anchor at the head of the Road of Saint Pierre in 
Martinico. On the 28th of June, 1776, a demand was made, that that of- 
ficer fhould be punifhed. The Englifh Minifter promifed to examine /into . 
the offence : he was again put in mind of it, he made frefh promifes, yet 
there was no reparation made. 

The Englifh fhips ftationed in the Weft-Indies, carried on their cruizes 
even to the entrance of our roads. They hovered daily, near our ports, with* 
out fhdwing their colours ; they chaced the American veffcls even under the 
cannon of our batteries , and they fired on our own boats to make them 
bring to. The declaration of thefe fads was followed by the moft pofitive 
promifes of punifhing the culpable officers ; but there is reafon to believe 
they were not even reprimanded, for they never changed their condudt tiii 
the King's fhips forced them to retire. 
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fcecaufe their lading might be fuit- 
-ftble to the colonies, (kj and there 
did not exift any means of appeal to 
procure redrefs from the iniquitous 
Sentences of the Vice Admiralty 
Courts* The eftablifhment of a 
Commiflion of Appeals was incef- 
fantly promifed, but always without- 
^eifea (1). Behold what the Au- 
thor of the Juftifying Memorial, calls 
* ( general and equivocal accufa- 
tions, whofe itudied obfcurity bears 
the character of fhame and artifice," 
behold that which is (tiled "vague 
and obfcure complaints '."-—Behold 
** the phantoms which have not 
been thought worthy of being com- 
batted!" 

The King might naturally fup* 
pofe that his exattnefsin doing juf- 
tice to the grievances of the Court 
of London, when they were proved, 
would have led to ^an imitation of 
his example; and we are, doubtlefs, 
tempted to believe that his Majefty 
hath nothing to require in that 
refpect, after the aflurance in the 
Jujiifying Memorial " that it would 

■ be eafy to give, or rather to repeat 
the fatisfa&ory anfvvers that have 
been made, and, to demonstrate 
thereby to the eyes of France itfelf, 
the moderation of the King of Eng* 

. land, his love for juftice, and the 

- fincerity of his difpofitions to main- 

- tain the general tranquility of 

■ Europe." But that Court inftead 
. of holding that conduct which it has 

prefumed to attribute to itfelf; a 
conduct that juftice prefcribed to 
it ; and, it may be faid, that cir- 
cumftances feemed to point out to 
its prudence ; that Court confines 
. itfelf to vague and fruitlefs affuran- 
ces of its good-will ; and in the 
room of ordering fuch reparations 
as the King had a right to expect, 
Vol. IX. 



the Eriglifh Miniftry uniformly re- 
ferred to the Admiralty, to be there 
buried and forgotten, all the repre- 
fentations 5 made by the King's Air* 
baflador. What is aftoniftiingi is, 
that whilft the Court of London 
paid fo little regard to the King's 
juft demands, it ordered it* Ambaf- 
fador to his Majefty to make frefh 
denunciations againft the pretended 
favours granted to the Americans. 
According to him, the Reprifal, the 
Lexington, and the Dolphin, three 
American privateers, had brought 
into the ports of France, (hips taken, 
on the Englim coafts ; they tad put 
to fea again, after having repaired 
their damages ; they had re-entered 
the French ports wfth frefh prizes ; 
they had been permitted to fell them 
publicly; other privateers had ob- 
tained leave to arm in the ports of 
the kingdom: —in a word, Lord 
Stormont made a re-capitulation of 
all the grievances that he had 
already laid before the King's Mi- 
niftry, although he received, on each 
of them, anfwers which ought to 
have left nothing for his zeal to de- 
fire* It is in fpeaking of all thefe 
falfe or exaggerated facts, that the 
Englifh Miniftry affirm, that the 
Agents of the Colonies, encouraged by 
the French Miniftry, had formed and 
executed the audacious projeSl ofefiab- 
lifiing a place of arms in the king- 
dom ; that their Partners have fitted 
out jhips, and armed them, to cruize 
even on the coafls of Great -Britain ; 
/hat, to preferve appearances, the 
Captains of thefe privateers hoifted 
the pretended American flag % although 
the crew* was always compofed of a 
great number of Frenchmen, who en- 
tered with impunity* even under the 
eyes of the Governors, and other offi- 
cers, of the maritime provinces, who 
E e did 



(k) See the. note (g)i 

(I) No Gommiffion of Appeals was cftablifhed, at the time when the 
Marquis dc Noailks withdrew from the Court of London, 
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did not *3 thus hut with the defign 
tf tonforming to the views of tie 
iiinijiry. 

According to the Engttfti Memo- 
rial, Lord Stormont, in executing 
*the above-mentioned orders, forgot 
the deference and refpect due to the 
King, fo far as to call upon him to 
explain hit conducl and his intentions* 
without delay or fubterfuge ; and to 
offer him, in the name of the King, 
bu Majler, the alternative of peace or 
*war* It is true, Lord Stormont 
exprefted liimfelf with warmth, it 
may, indeed, be faid, with a heat 
ve/y little fuitable to the place 
wherein he fpoke ; but the Count 
de yergennes ftopt him,, by obferv- 
ing, with the ereateil coolnefs, that 
if wrjat he faid was the objett of his 
Compiifllon, and that his Court had 
ordered him t to make a declaration 
■ of war, he fhould immediately go 
and acquaint the King ; adding, 
that Lord Stormont was too well 
informed of the rights and dignity 
of Sovereigns, not to forefee, what 
his Majefty's anfwer would be* This 
language, pronounced with as much 
firmnefs as moderation, brought 
Vifcount Stormont to himfelf, aqd, 
{truck with the friendly ieflbn he re- 
ceived, he befought the Count de 
Vergennes, with the moft lively in- 
treaties, to regard what had paifed 
as if it had not happened ; and he 
refumed, in a tone fuitabje to his 
chara&er, and that of the King's 
Minifter, the matter that was the . 
object of his .miffion. This fcene 
took place the 8th of July, 1777, 
h is with regret that this is m«n- 
tioned, but. the K-ing's dignity, as 
well as truth, demanded it, 

Befides^ it can fcarce be conceiv- 
ed from w^armotiye,, and .with what 
defign, the Englijfh Ministry could : 
\ look upon "the arrogant language 
which they put in Lord Stormont's 
mouth, as a real fact. They did 
not perceive that the pompous dis- 
play they made, of the King < of 



Grea>8ritain's moderation, his Ex- 
treme love for peace, and his ilrong 
,defire to preferve it, was thereby 
deftroyed. The Engliih MinLftry> 
moreover, did not perceive, that & 
/orgot, or rather infulted, the dig- 
nity of its own Sovereign, by in- 
ducing the public to believe, that 
they might affront and provoke a 
great Monarch, with impunity. 

Whatever might be the intention 
of the Britifh Minifters in fuppafing 
that Lord Stormont had made a 
declaration of war to France, the 
King, to whom the reprefentations 
of the Court of London had been 
communicated, without any men- 
tion of the words difavowed by the* 
Vifcount Stormont* ordered the 
£ngliih Ambaflkdor to be anfwered, 
" That his Majefty, faithful to the 
obfervation of treaties,, wO*ld per- 
mit nothing that could derogate 
from them ; and' that fully fenfibLe 
of the 00m plaint e again it the irragu- 
lar conduit of the three American 
privateers, the RtprjfyU the Lexing- 
ton, and the Dolphin, he fhewed 
his difpleafure, fey ordering a fequef- 
tration of fuch of thefe privateers as 
might be in the ports of the king- 
dom ; to be detained till they could 
give fufficient .fecurity that they 
wofrld return (Irak to America, 
without troubling; again the Euro- 
pean feas. The orders were renew- 
ed, not only to forbid the fale of the 
prizes which thefe privateers had 
. brought in, or might bring in here- 
after, but alfo that tiiey fhould de- 
part, as foon as wind and weather 
would permit. The fame order ex r 
tended to all captors, indiicruni- 
uately, and the officers appointed 
for this purpofe were enjoined to 
hold a ftricl hand, under penalty of 
anfwering themselves, in their own 
names. They were equally enjoin- 
ed, to watch carefully that the faci- 
lity of commerce, Sdlowed to the 
Americans, ihould riot -exceed that 
which was permitted: that if • any 

Englifh 
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fervations on the principles, accord* 
ing to which the two Courts ought 
<to regulate their -conduct. One 
thing ought to be particularly men- 
tioned, becaufe it will Ferve to fet a 
true eftimation on the reproach of 
dijfimulation and artijkc, which the 
Englifli writer ntakes on his Majef- 
ty's Miniltry. The King of Eng- 
land pretended, that to prevent 
lading of arms, the King ought to 
forbid, iniifcriminatgty^ his fubje£U 
to export them ; and to order thofe, 
who mould give falfe accounts of 
whither they were bound, to be; 
punifhed. To fuch an inconceiv- 
able demand, the King's Ambafta- 
dor was ordered to reply, <* that 
warlike ((ores nude part, as well at 
any other merchandize, of allowed 
commerce, when they are not des- 
tined for a country at war with ano- 
ther, and they cannot be deemed 
■contraband, but when they relate 
•to belligerent nations ; that the ex> 
portation of them, in our Colonies, 
in Africa, and every part where 
commerce can be carried on, has 
been allowed at all times ; that 
without this our manufactories ojf 
arms would be foon deftitute of 
both work and workmen ; that in 
refpedl to falfe places of detonation, 
it is impoflible to hinder it ; that.tjife 
gngHm fmugglers, who run down 
the Spaniih coafb in America, never 
infert the true declination of their 
cargoes in their Hup. papers ; that 
none of thefe contrabarideers have 
ever been punifhed by the Englilh 
Admiralty, for having made falfe 
declarations. It is, therefore, -with 
a very bad grace, that ftey prefect 
to us as a grievance, a practice th^at 
is tolerated, and even encouraged, 
in London (m.) 
; E e z . . ^ . \ Jlje 

(m) Thefe obfervations demonftrate the injuftice, as well as the inde- 
cency, of the violent declamations,, contained in the Englifli paper, ^gainft 
the mips difpatched by the Sieur Bcaumarchais, ami other individuals.^ . 
' It is true, that the real deftination of thefe fhips was difguifed by falfe 
\ . declarations, 



Engli/h fubjelt thought he had 
grounds for commencing a perfonal 
action againft any of the {\iid priva- 
teers, the Courts of Juflice were 
open to him y for in France, as well 
as in England, law, not authority, 
decided in controverted affairs. *' 
This anfwer was accompanied with 
fome remarks on the repeated com- 

Jlaints, that had been fo fruitlessly 
referred to the Court of London j 
they exprefled, that the eagernefs 
of the Xing to do j uftice to the griev- 
. ances of that C6urt, perfuaded his 
Majefty, that tne Kin^ of England 
wottld teftify, -" on his part, the 
fame attention to redrefs thofe of 
which he had to complain ; and 
that that Prince woufd give or- 
ders to put a flop to- the vexations 
to which the- trade of the French 
fefejects is fo frequently expofed; 
that his Majefty did "not intend 
either to encourage or protect them 
in any commerce prohibited by 
treaties,' 1 but he coaild not con- 
tent " that, under colour of fri- 
volous diiHnttions, they fhould take 
and confifcate their cargoes, and 
il!-trcat their crews, on the pre- 
tence that they had on board com- 
modities, and merchandize, which 
were, or might be, the produce of 
North-America ; as fuch a jurifpru- 
dence could not be reconciled either 
with the juftice, or the friendly 
afluTances of the Court of Lon- 
don." ' " /' " 

The King did not confine, himfelf 
to- the acquainting the Court of 
London with his fentiments, by the 
channel of the Ylfcount Stormont, 
he 'alfo charged the Marquis de 
Noailles to read the difpatches, in- 
ciofed, to the Erigliih Miniftry, and 
to^ake, at the fame time, fome ob- 
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The converfation of the Marquis 
de Noailles with Lord Weymouth, 
concluded by the comrnunication of 
a note containing our own com- 
plaints.. TJiat Minifter made no 
objection to any of the obiervations 
of the Marquis de Noailles, qn the 
contrary, he renewed the aflurances 
of his deftre to concur in maintaining 
a good underftanding between {he 
two Courts, It is certain, that 
every perfon mufl do juflice to the 
candour with which the JCing ex- 
plained to the Court of London, his 
principles on this occafion ; and it 
js equally certain, that every one 
will agree, that his Majefty exceeded 
his obligations, in forbidding his 
fubjects to trade with the Americans, 
with arms and warlike ftores. It 
wa$ reserved, to the Englifh Miniftry 
to think otherwife. According to 
them, the King ought to have ruin- 
ed his manufactories of arms, and a 
part of his fubjects, by prohibiting, 
without any referye, a lawful com- 
merce. He ought to have caufelefsly 
provoked the Americans, by driving 
them out 'of his ports, th^t they 
might fall into the hands of the 
Englifh ; and, if we believe * the 
Juftifying Memorial, the King ought 
not only to be anfwerable for th,e 
conduct of his fubjects, but he was 
alfo under a ftrict obligation to take. 
up arms to bring America back 
to her obedience to the mother 
jcountry. 

^here is, doubtlefs, no Sovereign 
who would have been weak enough 
to give into fuch exactions ; and it 
'would be impoflible to unravel the 
principle which could offer them 
as fufferable, even in the eyes of 
the £nglift> Minifters, if it was not 



proved, authentically, that, in lead- 
ing the King from one compliance ta 
another, the eflential object of the 
Court of London was, to render his. 
Majefty fufoected by the Americans, 
and to make them believe that he 
betrayed them, and facrificed them, 
;o his own intereft ; in fine, to bring 
affair to fuch a point, that the 
United States, convinced they had 
nothing to expect from France, and 
having, on the contrary, every thing 
to dread from England, would have 
no longer any meafures to keep with 
the King, and could find their pre- 
fervation only in the beneficence of 
Great-Britain. Jt was to attain the 
object of this inftdious policy, that the 
Court of London took care, on one 
hand, to infert all the, complaifance 
of his Majefty, in the New-York 
papers, which was exaggerated with 
equal pomp and affectation ; and 
that, on the other hand, Vifcpunt 
Stormont charged his fpies to fake 
into all the ports of the kingdom, 
all the magazines and counting- 
Jioufes, in order to venture .On frefh 
complaints on the flighteft fufpU 
cion. We find, in the informations 
of that Ambaflador, an enormous 
lift of ftups, laden clandefiinely, in 
almoft every por^ of the kingdom ; 
and, it is thought, he knew, with 
an incredible preciftpn, the names 
of the Owners and Captains, the 
number of bales, and the nature of 
the merchandize, their true deftina- 
tion, that which he imputed to them 
the moment of departure, the ar- 
maments that the Americans pre- 
pared in the ports of France, the 
fales that were publicly made of 
their prizes (n). In fine, Lord 
Stormont carried his pretentions fo 

fan 



declarations, but Lord Stormont does not produce the leaft proof, and it 
certainly was not the bufmers'of the -French Government to furmfh him 
with any. ^ 

(n) The reader will, doubtlefs, not be difpleafed to find here a .detail" of 
{fa chjef complaints of Vifcount Stormont ; he wilL find therein$>roofs of 

. -, - -;..>'« ■■■■ - .:...'■ '"'■*■" ". '•■ * th$ 
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f^r, as toinfift*hat the King fhould, ing, reflore the .prices whidi the 
pn his aJTertion, and without examin- Americans brought into the ports of 

' ■ the 

fhe indefatigable diligence of that Ambaffador, and above all the fidelity 
of his fpies. 

lit, On the ?d of January, 1776, Lord Stormont informed the King's 
Miniftry, that there was at Dunkirk, an American vefTel, called the 
Charming Peggy, Captain punningham, which, according to all appear- 
ance ? was fiefigned to carry gunpowder to America. The Commanding 
iQominiuary of the Marine was ordered to enquire into the fatt, IJe re- 
ported that the ihipin queftion came from Londonderry, and was going. to 
load brandy for England* That on the fufpkion that they had taken on 
board fome barrels of gunpowder, in the night, the Sjeur Frasdr, the 
fnglijh CommiJJaryi procured a fearch to be made, which was done ; that 
nothing was found on board but ballaft and fome provifions, though they 
had examined the hallaft, from one end to the other, with rods of iron. 

zd, On the 20th of May, 1776, the Sieur Saint Paul, Minifter from the 
Court of London, in the abfcnceof Vifcount Stormont, was informed, ill. 
That there had failed from Amfterdam a fhip, called La Yilhde Bordeaux, 
bound to Nantz, and laden with four hundred barrels of gunpowder. 2d, 
That two other fhips were bound to Bourdeaux> named t.he Vrow-Efter-Carne? 
, lia > laden with three hundred barrels of gunpowder, and the Concordia f laden : 
-with five hundred barrels ; all this powder they faid was deflined for North 
America. ^ ne ^ r ^ °^ thefe mips actually arrived in the river of Nantz, 
with three hundred and eighty-feven barrels pf powder, but the Matter had 
cleared this powder for the ufe of the French fhips on the coaft of Q uinea, • 
As for the other mips, they never appeared in the river of Bourdpaux. 

3d, The i6thof Auguft, 1777, accortiing to the Sieur Frazer, who. ex T 
ccuted the office of Englifh CommifTary, atDunkirk^, joined to report of a 
fpy of Lord Storment's, a cargo of geneva, taken out of the Good Intention* 
an Englifh prize, carried into Cherbourg, had been fold ;n Dunkirk. 
Much enquiry was made about thefe fpirits-r-there had really entered the 
port of Dunkirk, fome fpirits in a vefiel of Jerfey, which came from Holland, 
£nd they had already circulated through above twenty hands, as well in 
wholefale as retail j therefore, it was impoffible to difHnguifh the identity 
of that which was the objecl of the complaint ^ and no other flep could be 
taken, but to refer the parties to the Admiralty Court, to which it was 
recommended, to examine well into the affair and render fpeedy juftice. 

4th, The 19th of Auguft, 1777, bitter^ complaints were made againft 
the Admiralty of Bourdeaux ; the Liberty > theSea^FIonver t the Betp 9 and 
th£ Peggy* four American fhips, were arrived into that port. Thefe fhips, 
when they came in, had not a fmgle gun on board, they were not cvca 
werced ; all four were foon compleatly armed and equipped ; the leaffc of 
Jhe four mounted eigl^t guns ; they were laden with powder, ball, lead, 
&c. half the crew of each were French. Such was the complaint of the 
Englifh Ambafiador ; but now behold the report of the Admiralty. 

* Of the four fhips, two of them had already left the river of Bourdeaux ; 
but one of them was found yet at the Iflc of Re, where fhe was loading 
fait, a commodity of very little ufe to a privateer ; and neither the one, 
nor the other, had taken on board either arms or ammunition. 

The officers of the Admiralty went on board the two others to examine 
$hem. According to their verbal procefr, the Liberty was without powder, 

• : 1 ' ■ '■■ - " ' cannon, 
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th£ kingdom /V- Such was the To the tedious anft rtxlfy trouble* 
fubftance of an official complaint feme complaints, which thefe pre* 
6f Lord Starmont, of the 3d of No- tended grievances inclined the Eng- 
vember, 177^ . lim Ambaflador to renew, the King 

ordered 

eannon, or any waflike ftores ; and they found in her only one old fire- 
lock : when (he arrived in pert, me had eight port holes, and the Captain 
had made two more. The Sta-fofwerfad, when ihe arrived, four cannons; 
of three pound balls, English weight, eight fwivels, one hundred and fifty 
halls, about a hundred weight of powder, and fix mufkets ; and fhe had 
fix ports. The Captain had purchafed at Bourdeaux four cannons of two 
•ouhd ball, French weight, four barrels of powder, three barrels of fmall 
fhot, - and ftvo 'barrels of gun-flints. The crew was compofed of ten men; 
Including the Captain, and we're all Eriglifh or Colonifts, except one Spa- 
SaiapoV— The ammunition bought at Bourdeaux was fequeftered. 

Nttw complaints of Lord Stormont, on the fubjeft of the fliip Liherty y 
tbovementioned ; according to his account, this 4hip had been compleatly 
armed at Bourdeaux ; the Captain had'bought eight guns, and had put on- 
board divers ohefts and barrels, containing arms and warlike flores* The 
©Seers of the Admiralty renewed their examinations, and it was found, 
that (hip had failed feveral days before ; that fhe had been ftriftly fearched,^ 
and neither arms nor ammunition were found ; that me had only wooden 
cannons, and not a grain of powder in her gun-room. 

5th, The 6th of Oclober, 1777, the Otford and the fV/jf, two Ameri=- 
can privateers, were arrived at L'Orient, with two prices, but the priva- 
teers were not admitted till they had proved their damages ; and the Com- 
jniffary of the Marines had fignified to them, that they mull haften their 
repairs, and put to fea with the firft fair wind. As for the prizes, they 
were forbidden entrance into port. 

6th, The 15th of October, 1777, another complaint was made of the 
fame nature, concerning the ftiip Indufiry. This lhip arrived armed, and 
furnifhed with ammunition ; and, according to "the verification, it was 
impoflible to load her farther with warlike (lores, or arms* 

The 4th of December, 1777, Lord Stormont claimed the restoration of 
the Anna Sufannab, an Englifh vefTel, taken by an American privateer, 
imd carried firft to Nants, and then to Pelerin, where they ftrove to dif- ^ 
guife her appearance, after having giving her the name of La Mignonne. 
The examinations that were made could not prove that fhe was the identical 
lhip that was retained. Lord Stormont was informed of this, and acquaint- 
-cd that the claimants might, however, apply to the ordinary Judges, 

fcth, The 25th of December, 1777, the Raleigh, the Alfred, and the 
JLandvlpby were faid to have been for fome time at L*Orrent, they were 
Joaden with guns, arms, and ammunition, with which they had been fup- 
. plied in the ports of France. But, according to the report made to the 
Miniftry, the Raleigh and the Alfred had come to L'Orient, compleatly 
armed ; they had difcharged their arms and ammunition^ and had taken 
them oh board again, in the road ; and it was that which gave birth to the. 
.complaint of the Englifh AmbafFador. Thefe are the contents of the an* 
fwer, which was made to him -on the 1 7th of January, 1778. 
• (0) The writer for the Court of London, hath not prefumed to repeat 
this ridiculous pretention, well 'knowing the opinion that would be ground- 
ed on it. ** * ' , 
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ordered to be replied, " that on fo 
great an extent of coaft, as that 
which bounded France, it was not 
poffibie to prevent forae trefpafles on 
the orders which had been iSTued ; 
the readinefs with which he hafted to 
remove them, testified the fincerity 
of the afTurances which he had be- 
fore givea, and the fidelity with 
which his Majefty intends they 
Should be ebferved. That the Eng- 
lish AmbaiTador rnuft find palpable 
proof, in the difpatch with which 
couriers were fent to Bourdeaux and 
Nantz, at his firft requisition, with 
•he orders . he had defited, and the 
effective confequences they had had; 
that he moil have forefeen the orders 
which his Majefty, on his own ac- 
cord, had fent 1o the Chambers of 
Commerce, to the Admiralties, and 
where-ever it was neceSTary, to en- 
join the ftri&eft execution of thofe 
already iifeed, either to hinder the 
American privateers from finding 
any Shelter, or favour, in his ports, 
more than treaties, and the calls of 
humanity, allowed (/); or to obvi- 
ate the impositions and frauds that 
might be ufed, to cover the prizes 
thsy had taken, or deceive in their 
fale. His Majefty thinks, that, in 
that refpeel, he hath exhaufted all 
that -forefight couid fnggeft ; yet if 
there were any other precautions to 
*be takfeBy more efFc&ual, which he 
imd not thought of, he would not 
Tctufe te-liften to % them, as far as 



could be Compatible with Ki» jus- 
tice. That it was in confequence 
of that fentiment, that his Majefty 
would not conceal, that he cout4 
not yield to the insinuation of ren- 
dering, without examination, the 
prizes that might be brought intffc 
his ports. He would not Suffer them 
to be fold there ; it was to that point 
which all his orders tended. That 
the King, although a faithful ob- 
ferver of the treaties with England, 
and jealous of fulfilling the duties of 
friendship and good neighbourhood 
with her, yet could not neglect the 
iniereft of his fubjedls and the fafety 
cf their commerce ; arid it would 
be facrificing fuch capital objects, to 
countenance the mtafure in ques- 
tion ; flnee, then, the America**, 
no longer regarding France, but as 
their declared enemy, would trouble 
the commerce of her fubje&s, as 
they had troubled that of Great 
Britain. That the King thought He 
fulfilled, in refpeft to the., King 
of Eagland, all that his juftice and 
friendship would permit in the 
prefent circumftances ; in Short, that 
his Majefty hath reafon to expett, in 
return, that the King of Great-Bri- 
tain would, on his part, gi*e the 
moft pofitive orders to remedy the 
different complaints, which have 
been fucceflively made^ fome of 
which are already of a very long 
date ($ J, and prevent and restrain 
the outrages^ which are become 

too 



{p) The author of the Juftifying Memorial hath prefiimedto advance, 
trrat the King had declared to Vrfcount Stormont, that he <war rtfolvjed /» 
banijh the Amtvcan frwatfers from bis por*r f and not fuffer them to en\er 
tbemagabt. The piper ©f the Court of London, fwarms with this kind 
^f affertions. 

ffj The Governor t)fChandetnagor had planned a trench rcmnd th» 
fk&ory, for tHe draining $f the wa*er* sfnd the fahibrity of the air. The 
Council of Calcutta, from the report tif an English Engineer, had declar- 
ed hefbrebami, this eftahlimment was not contrary to the' jTr«aty of Paris ; 
yet this "work -was^icarce bsgun when the EngUlhdeftroyed jt by force, and 
jwithoutany Tprcvdousi reoueii. Every complaint made of this acl of violence 
was fruitlcfs ; and the King, who might, himfelf, have tajcen the juft.&iis- 

faclioa 
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teo frequent, on the part of the ted, in regard to which the compile/ 

Englifh naval officers.". of the paper of the Court of Lon-* 

Every perfon will acknowledge, don, hath given a lcofe to his ebul- 

*hat this anfwer contained the jufteft lition. Thefe are* the conduct of, 

•and wifeft principles ; principles to Commanders and inhabitants of the 

which thofe Powers who might be French iflands, aftd the fending 

'attached to England by the ftrong- French officers to America. This- 

eft ties, and even by a common in- laft grievance was produced, fpr the 

tereft, could not extend farther, firft time, in xhejuflifying Memorial* 

The Engli/h Miniftry itfelf believed Lord Stormont, in fpite of his reft- 

them in that point of view, at leaft lefs vigilance, never complained .of 

it may be fo imagined, for they it to the King, becaufe he . knew 

were never anfwered, and the firft perfectly well that it had no fouhda- 

tirae the cenfure of them was under- tion. We mull, therefore, look 

taken, was in the Juftifying Mc- upon' it as a fable, although it is 

mariaL mentioned in a Minifterkd writing. 

Two points ought 1 not to be omit* It is a fable, in effect for it is cer- 
tain 

.faftion which was refufed him, contented himfelf with fufpending the pay- 
ment of the Aims which the Englifh Eaft-India Company claimed for the 
maintenance of French prifoners taken during the lait war.. 

2d, The Englifh* carried to excefs their vexations of the French con?- 
xnerce in all the Indies. They prefumed to exa£ cuftom duties; tKey 
offered violence to whoever would abridge them ; they forbade the Indian 

, weavers to work for the French, or to fupply them with any commodity, 

- under the penalty of whipping ; at length, they carried their audacity and 
abufe of their fuperiority fo far, that they whipped a Jamadar, or fa&or of 
the French fettlement at Daca. This was done in the year 1 774. Mr. .Bar- 
well, who ordered it, carried his madnefs to fuch a height, as to proclaim, by 

* found of trumpet, in all theftreetsof Daca, as well in his own name, asin th#t 
©f t>.^ Nabob, and of the. Englifh Company, " That every native of the 

* ** country, who mould put himfelf under the protection of the French flag, 
' M mould be impalled." Thefe unheard-of facls were denounced to the 

Miniilry of London. They could not avoid condemning them, but they 
let them go without any fort of reparation ; and were fatisfied with com- 
municating, at the end of November, 1776, a memorial, in which" the 
EngHih Company ftoovc to palliate the outrages of its officers. It is to be 
©bferved, that thefe excefTes were carried to fuch a degree, that the Sieur 
Chevalier, who commanded for the King in Bengal, was obliged to 

- abandon the fettlement of Daca. 

3d, The Sieur Macnamara, Deputy-Governor of Senegal, in July 1776, 
in a drunken iit, laid a wager of one hundred guineas, that he would carry off* 

- all the French vefTels that were in the ports of Joal an<d*Poxtudal, depend- 
encies on Goree. This defign was executed. The "French rfSp la G rue 
was ieized by the Englifh fhip the DArtMutb, at Portudal, and condemned 
with all its cargo, amongft which were eighty Negroes. This ftrange ia& 
was reprefented to the Court of London. The punifhment of the Sieur 
Macnamara, the reditu tion of the fhip andcargo, and a reparation of all 

* damages, were demanded. The Britifh Miniftry condemned the conduct 
of the Deputy-Governor, and promifed to do juitice to the injured par tki, 

* but that promife was never kept. 
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tain, that the King never fent a ception the gre*teft part of the- 
iingle officer to America, neither French Officers met in America $ 
before nor after the publication of for, it may be prefuxhed* the Con- 
independence; 'nor even after the grefs Would have thought them 
conclufion of the treaty of 1778. worthy of attention and confidence. 
It is true, a considerable number of if they had been acknowledged by 
French officers, fome of whom wer$ the King or his Miniftry. 
without employment, and others As for the reproaches relative to' 
were tifed.of reft and idlenefs, went the conduct of the Commanders of 
and offered thfcir fervices to the the French iflands, the* carry the 
United States. Jut not a finale fame damp with the greateft part of 
man of them with his Majefty's in- Lord Stormont's complaints * that is 
clination. On the contrary, he to fay, they are almoft all ill-found* 
fought to put bars in the way of ed (r) ; and they fnuft appear the' 
thole whom he knew were going more extraordinary, becauft whilft 
tfh their own accord. Nothing can the Court of London accuftd the 
better prove their want of a million inhabitants of the French iflands of 
jfrom hit Majefty, than the cool re- being, as it were, in open war with 

England, 

(r) Gr tew antes in the French iflands, complained of by the Englijb* 
The 1 8th of May, 1777, a complaint was made by the Englifh Ambtfla* 
dor, on the fubjeel of an Englifh fnow taken, hear to Martinico, by an 
American privateer, under Spanifh colours ; and the public fale> at Fort 
Royal, in Martinico, of the Apollo, another Englifh fnow, with its cargo 
tof Negroes. The truth, drawn from a report of the Count d'Arbaud, \% % 
that a little after the capture of the firft fnow, in the latitude of WSj. Chrif* 
topher's, a New-England privateer bark anchored in PAnfe a fa Barque 
(or boat creek). The Captain of the privateer afked leave of the Com- 
man4er of one of the garde cote pinnaces to water. The Commander 
vifitedthe privateer, and having found in her a certain number of Negroes, 
he gave leave to water, and then obliged her to put to fea* 

As for the ftory of the Apollo, there was not any evidence to be found $ 
and it is^ the lefs probable, as the Marquis de Bouille, the Governor, did 
not permit the American privateers, who touched at Martinico, to flay 
longer than twenty-four hours to get water ; and took every neceffary 
precaution that they fhould not make any file there. 

The 14th of July, 1777, according to Lord Stormoht, a fMp belonging 
to the Sieur Pregent, of Martinico, and commanded by one Ord, the only 
American on board, had taken, on the 1 8th of March, 1777, an Englifh 
fhip called the Venus $ and, accordirig to the note of the Englifh AmbanV 
dor, this fhip was in a bay, a4eague from Saint Pierrfc. The Marquis 
de Bouille received an order to inquire into the facts, and make provisional 
reftitution of the Englifh fhip ; directing him, at the fame time, and en- 
joining him to acquaint the Commandant of Saint Lucie, that the admiT* 
iibn of American privateers, bringing jirifces into the ports of the French 
iflands, could not oe permitted but in conformity with the rules of neutra- 
lity; that is to fay, that thtfe privateers mould be obliged to fail, with their 
prizes, in twenty-four hours, faving the cafes of exception provided by the 
ordinance of 1681 ; and that all fales of prises, and their cargoes, fhould 
be forbidden. The anfwer of the MarquU de BouiU6 is couched in 
thefe terms : 
Voa.IX. Ff Copy 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 2lff ) 

§ngj*ft4, ;helr officers committed thp moft unfupportable outrages in the 

Weftem 

Co-py iftht let tit 0/M, I? Marquis de Beuillc, addrtfftd to M. dt Sartine. 
My LoRJ^ /V#jw Martinuo, the \$tb if Stytmlter, 1777-w 

<c I have the honour to acquaint you of the order*. 1 have given to 
*> prevent: any' French veflHs, of thefe iflands, from arming for cruize ; 
•*. and fioce I have iflued.the orders,. ofjwhich I hare taken particular care, 
" I have n#t Juiown any fuch infringements of the treaties that confirm 
•■ peace between France and England* I fhall purfue the fame principles, 
" in conforming to the instructions you .have given me. 
. " The Englifh Admiral, and the Governors of the different colonies,. 
*' have not made-any complaints of thh kind to me, £nce,I informed them 
" of the intentions of my Gourt, and they have been acquainted with 
** nay conduct* i . , * 

** 1 fent for the Sieur Pregent, and communicated to him part of your 
" letter refpe&ing the takiug o£ : thp Vtnus % and felling it in the port* of*. 
*' this colony. He did in no wife agree that prize had been brought in, 
" and fold here ; and, as it was prior to my arrival in this colony, I could 
*' not have any knowledge of it. I do not authorize the an char - 
" ing o'f thefe prizes, any farther than it confident with the treaties, and' 
" the laws of commerce, but the fale of them is never authorized ? nop, 
" eiren known. 

*' The $ieur Pregent is a native of Canada, and in the fervice of the. 
** American Congrefs, to whom I have exprefsly forbidden to fit out any 
" privates*, in the ports of the colonies, or man them with Frenchmen ; 
". I have even obliged him -to difarnx two of that kind, which he had fitted 
". out before I came here, and I threatened to drive him out of the ifland, 
" if he repeated his fault. 

*« You may- be aftured, that I fhall conform Mclly to the orders 1 have 
" received, to maintain the neutrality, and I do not believe that the 
" Englifh can«complain of my conduct in that refped ; on the contrary, I 
"* have had- many. complaints to make- againil the Courts of Admiralty 
*' o£ different; Englifh. iflands* which I communicated to you at the time ; 
" and, a&D.oinHiica, they were fo well convinced of the prevarication of 
" their Judges, that lately they broke one of them, who was culpable of 
", prejudice ; a*&. partiality, in a fentence pronounced againft a French 
" veflel," 

. The- 24fhtqf- September, 1777, according to a judicial declaration, be* 
fore* Notary .Public of the ifland.of- Tobago, the Englifh fhip tne Cham* 
pioty taken- by* the, Qt*t%alThmvs 9 American privaier, had been carried- 
to. Saint Lucie ; a fmall part of its car^go had been landed in that iflaad, 
the -reft fent;to ; Martinico, and the ihip difarmedfor fak, intone of the 
bay^of Saipt Lvcje. ... 

, Nothing! i^more vague, than thefe fa&s, therefore it was impoflible to 
provethemv for -want of* knowing the buyers, the place* of fale, /and the 
nature of 'the' cargo. Thefe objections were m^ie to Lord Stormont, and 
federal reflections were aided, the chief of which was, that in- the French 
iflands there were feveral difperfed and unfrequented creeks ; that nothing, 
was more $%fy tjian ts> frouggle there ; and that none knew, that truth better 
than the. Englifh themfelves ; and if the French Governors were not able 
tCHrepjefs a fraud hurtful to Fringe, the Court of London, doublets, 

would 
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- yPefletn/eas (/) ; and had transfprm- 
~ed them into a theatre for robberie*. 
Yet it is not denied, but the in- 
habitants of the French iflands, ir- 
ritated by the daily depredations of 
the English, and feduced by the al- 
" lurements of a cerifiderable profit, 
* ^had eftablifhed extenfive connexions 
t with the Continent of North Ame- 
rica; ana*,, it is in the nature of 
,* things,, -that thefe connections fhould 
give birth to abufes ; but the Xing 
remedied them as much as was in his 
power j and the meafures taken by 
liis commanding officers were fo ef- 
; factual, that the Gourt of London 
, /ignified to his Majefty its fatisfac- 
^ tion. The Englifh Minifters, doubt- 
Jefs, forgot -that particular; for if 
%hty had recollecled it, they wotild, 
probably, have taken care not to 
iave contradicted themfelves. - 
. [' But the.BritiftjWiniftty* forced 
Jets implicity \o 8Lq juftice to the 

f* >rinciples and conduiTi of France, 
, eh "no longer the obligation they 
i ^vere ; under, to fake, at laft, into 
' cphiideration the multiplied com- 
vjlainft 'that' the King W'made\ 
•..Not only tfiefe 'grievance/ remained 



caufed by /adits of a kind hitherto 
' entirely unknown t we may judge 
of them by the two Ibllowing ex- 
amples : 

i ft, The Englifh navigation 'be- 
ing injured by the American priva- 
teers, the Court of JLondem, te ap- 
ply fome remedy, wanted leave to 
merchant mips to arm, that they 
might defend rhemferves in cafe 
they were attacked. This was an 
ufeful precaution, and did not ap- 
pear, hi its nature, to be any in- 
convenience to the navigation of 
;t)ther powers. Bat it was natural 
to fear an ai>ufe, and it i>eh«yed 
the King the more to prevent it, as 
-he, on the bne hand, fincerelyde- 
fired to maintain the iiarmqny which 
fuWifted between him and the 'Kinfc 
of England ; and, on the x>ther 
'hand, his own dignity, and the 
interefts of his fubjecls, would not 
permit Tiim to expofe "theii\ com- 
merce ta the infpeaion of the Mat- 
ter -of an' Englifh merchantman. 
This double confideration determin- 
ed his Majefty to make fome' friend- 
ly reflexions, on this fiAjtfft, : ^b 
'the Court of Londdn.' The £rl- 
rim Miniftry faw they.'were wel>- 



vvithou't >edrefs, 4 out their number ., ..___ ....„ 

'/inexeafe'd from impunity, not to ;founded, \and aftured l the King's 

t "(ay fecret ! orders. And the dif- ' AmhafTador, thatthe Englim fhips, 

'regard of the Englifh Minifters, /fui'nifhed with thefe letters q£ 

'.whatever care they took tc* "hide "marque, mould not crujie; tfify 

'h imdef the mafk of juftice and * they had not the authority of bring- 

/riendihip, difcovered not only their ing to,* and fearchmg fhip's df othar 



_ want of ffood-wilL' but alfo their 
opinion that Great JPritain had "a 
fupreme ande:-:clufive power to im- 

„pofe arbitrary t^vs on the naviga- 
tion., and cj^iibtiftce of all nations; 
to infult evr j) fla«:, wir.Ii impunity; 
andj'in a wor*J,^oIouk upoii the 

* fea as hc;r e\*dufivc domain- Some 

^ii^w (omplaims, made in the Kind's 
name,, were fc(f violations of rules 
mentioned ;" others were 



nations j in 'a 'word, that thefe vef- 
fels were inly authorized to mate 
nfe of their arms againft the Anaeri- 
cans who might attack them. w ■/ , 

*.Thfe declaration was itfade," £#& 

; repeated, in* the m<5ft precife $$d 

-fatisfaftory terms; *biit itmuft^kfc, 

' either that the Englifh; ^njihy, ^n 

' fpite of their p'rOmifes, did hot iffue 

the confequential brders, or - jhat 

the Englifh- Captains "tit not tlifnk 

F f 2 themfelves 

would not pretend that the^cduMUeanfwefable for. the^ineffrt^ivtrtiO^f 
their intentions, revive' to the prize:' taken by tlie.mfur£ents. ' L V 

(f) Set the noteff;. ' t '.-■■■■ - y ' :' ^'" ] ' 7 . . 
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themfelves under an obligation to that if the fame ftvip had betn^oaded 

jay any refpeft to them. * Whatever with innocent commodities, what- 

lt may be, the Englifh merchant ever fufpicions, or even demoiiftra- 

ihips not only interrupted the com- tions, there were of their being def- 

merce and navigation of the King's tined for the colonies, -fte could be 

fubjelh, but they aHb pre fumed to feized only on the American coaits, 



flop and carry into England, feveral 
French mips, under pretence that 
they were laden with merchandizes 
for America (t). Tfce Court of 
London is called upon to prove the 
reftitution of French fhips thus 
taken ; or. even to produce the or- 
ders, or decrees, by virtue of which 
thefe veiTels ought to have been 
reftored. 

i. The Thamai*Koufi-$an t a flup 
froved to be French, was laden and 
Xtfed PUt at Havre, in the month of 
October, 1777 ; fhe was bound to 
St. Domingo, . and her cargo confin- 
ed only in unfufpicious commodities : 
aeverthelefs, the Tkamat-Kouli-kan 
was feized in the Bay of Gafcony by 
the Englifh flup, the Ue8or\ th* 
' Captain of which took out of her 
forty failors to ferve oa board his 
own veflel. He carried his prize into 
Portfmouth, the crew was put in 
prifon, not even excepting the Com* 
mander : they inveigled the failors, 
either by threats or promifes, to 
make falfe depofuions ; and they 
carried their outrage fo far as to tear 
"the £bip to pieces, in hopes of find* 
Ing written proofs of her being 
$ound to where they feigned fhe 
was. AH thefe proceedings were 
denounced to the Englifh Mmifoy, 



and by no means on the open fea, 
Thefe principles were evident, .and 
rendered the feizure null. .But the 
Englifh Miniflry judged othexwife. 
It may be feen by the anfwwv (well 
worthy of remark) that the Court of 
London pretend- to the right of re- 
training the freedom of the fea as U 
pleafes : to interpret, or annihilate, as 
is mod convenient, the ufages and 
treaties relative to that freedom ; that 
it confounds innocent commodities 
wUh thofc that are military contra- 
band; thatittranfgreflestheregnlati- 
onsprefcribed by the 15 th ,10th, zoth, 
aift, and 24th articles of tne Treaty 
of Utrecht ; that it permits arbitrary 
and partial difUnelions ; that it : has 
prefumed to impofe obligation* on 
other nations^ which are founded in 
its caprice, and the propofal of which 
it formerly took as an offence, and a 
fuflEcient motive for a war (it). 4f 
the reader will draw a parallel of 
this jurifprudence with that chim- 
ed by France, he will judge wjiich 
of the two powers refpects the laws 
and rights of nations, and which 
pretends to have a power of tramp- 
ling them under foot. 

Whilft the Enffcft Ambafl&dor 
put the King's patience to the fcVer- 
eft proof, and we Court of London 



Tic representation of the Marquis heaped up its denials of jufUce to his 
de -Noailjes was in fubftance, That Majetfy's fubje&s ; at the fame .time 
y£ cafe the Tbanvu Koull kam had when the EngUfti officers continued 



peen laden with contraband military 
fbores, ca the account of the Ameri- 
cans, fhe could have been feized, 
and treated only conformable to the 
,*£th article of the treaty of Utfecjtf ; 



to ruin them at ffa, there happened 
in America an event which changed 
eflentially the face of affairs in that 

5 art of the world. This was ihh 
efeat of the army commanded by 
ri ■ '"'- Genera* 



ft) Captain Ango., brig la Rettemmfe* 13A October, 1772; 
Captain Chandeau, ■ . . ■■», 13th October, 1777. n 

Captain Berthelot, rjmiaih JUint, i(th January, 1778, 

(*) See (he note (%). 
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.^General Burgoyne. The news of 

this unexpected difafter arrived in 

SBurope in tfceihonth of November, ' 

• 1777, It aflomihed the Englifli Mi* 
niilry, and it inuft have the-more af* 
£l£ted thtem, as it entirely overthrew 
the plan they had forrned for the 
redaction of the colonies. Of this 
truth we may be convinced by readr 
ing the fpeeches in Parliament to 
vhkk it gave rift. The firft refult 
of the outrageous debates of both 
houfes was to tame Commiflioners 
of Peace, who were charged to carry 
conciliatory bills to America ; and 

. the Cabinet of St. James's, fecret- 
iy deliberated on finding out and 
founding the American Commif- 
faries at Paris, to propofe peace to 
them, by a coalition againft the 

; Crown of France. 

This laft proppfition was the con- 
-fequence of the imputations which 

: the Miniftry of London inceflantly 
made on that of Verfailles. Itvaf- 
fe£ed to behold France as the caufe, 
.the fupport^ in a word^ as the au- 
thor of the revolution in Ame- 
rica, and that opinion rauft necefla* 
rflybfpire a defire of revenge. The 

. fecurity in which his Majefty lived, 
and the fupport with which he flat- 

- tercd himfelf from America, muft 
and ought to have prefented a fa- 
vourable opportunity of that re- 
venge. This profpedt was the more 

rproper to confole, and even to 
-dazzle the Englifli Miniftry, as it 

* perfectly anfwered their deareft and 
moft conftant wiflu A wifli to 

* humble France has long been the 

- veryeffenee of Englifli politics ; and 
-* the prefumptuous confidence of that 

- nation muft have been heightened 
" ~kt the fight of the extraordinary 
5. v armaments, which it had made 



with a difpatcn that futprized all 
Europe (x). 

The Brhiih Miniftry, impelled 
by this brilliant chimera, did not 
riefitate to put every fecret fprin& in 
motion that they thought could rea- 
lite it. Their emiffaries were Qaes 
©very where on the American Com* 
mifiaries, and the proposal to them 
wa*, that they jbeuld ceaje to he the 
dupes of France ; that tbey ought to 
conned tkemfelves nvrth the Court of 
London f to fall upon that Po*wer 9 \St* 

The Court of London denies 
thefe fafts % it reprefents them as -a 
Jkppofition moid of truth -, nay \ even 
of likelihood, and challenges France 
to produce tht 'proof \ But is fuch & 
fubterfuge able to impofe ? Who 
can fufpeft the Englifli Miniftry of 
having oarried their imprudence, or 
want of cunning, fo far as to leave 
traces of a dark manoeuvre ; or of 
not having, on the contrary, taken 
the moft efficacious meafurcs, that, 
in cafe it was difcovered, it could 
not be imputed to them ? The dif- 
avowal in the Juftifying Memorial is 
the confequence of this calcula- 
tion ; but, in order to deferve any 
credit, it mould at lead have been 
founded on great probability. It 
is true that, according to the Eng- 
Kfh Miniftry, the King of Great 
Britain could not he fufpeSed r of h&Vm 
**£ offered peace to his JuhjeQs^ after 
a long and trouhlefome quarreU hdt 
^ftvith the intention of undertaking a 
ne*w *war againft a refptflahU penver. 
But the flighted refleftion will fhew 
how illufive this language is, and 
how little deferving of belief. 

If the Court of London (as the 
Miniftry would have us believe) 
whether, fincerdy, to impofe on the 
Englifli nation, or even on its 

OWtf 



(xj To prove the truth of this obfervation, iris fufficient to remark 
that in the jbeginnirig of the month of January, 1777, the Court of Lon- 
don equipped a fleet of forty-five fair of the line. What was the objetl #f 
this extraordinary armament ? This k a riddle- very cafily iblved* 



Digitized by 



Google 



,:fwn.Kjng~if, A fl*y, : ths Court of - : Sucjh.luthteenja.effea, the iotea- 
JLondon had received unpardonable *tion and thp mea/ure^ qf j£c.,MinV 
uujHjries from • the jCourt of France ; * ilers-of Great-Bri taiji , , , It h^tK been - 
-y : &.. could r^roact France/ with ^ affirmed W the j^^iVWm M*/^, 
^tKe -xevajf.-jof itjS.jCgioAicSr it .pujjjht }ij is.repeatfd wjjth thc^^rance that 
-&k$yk looked uponAks ,digntty v truih t .alk»v« > and'tne J^g,prefurnes 
t: *^^in£ereft$, -.asanoft eftedluaJly ,' to" Setter hlmfelf^truj/the opinio^ 
, jfl^^j^wi $ , : .and , th$nce Jauit Juj T e ? of alTE u r.oge , o£his/ upjqght n& "and 
ri q)apf eiyed the moil ardent d^fujiLjiot Vp^ito- w.jjl.prev^./ojic^ *ja .' .bo|d- 
: .©nly of avenging itfe-if. but altol,pf ,.den t UC, which ^ij^otr^xe^^e.ap- 
,fegaining /ron> t SfotitipytMt which ^jgeaVaifcce of ^pio&a&ifity^ -* ,'* ,- r 
,l(he Cjpwn ,of J^i\gland .iaa lo^t Jn 1_. Moreover, ' if ihe Xing'liad not 
]#$nerica. Jn - confequense^ ot ,that ^ven- certain pregtf of 'jtfie , nofBie 
;£tWfc -fc-.IR? natural for^tjie jEnglilh . view? of the •Cojijrt of Xqndon ; ^t 
^M&yhy to*feeL an accommodation ^ was. enough Tor, hi*, to have proba- 
. wjJjh .thjp Colonies, .when, it was not * blp rea{pns to A'fpeal their exittencf. 
•.$hU to fubdue t.h'em, and to engage \ For what fc could his, Majefty think of 
i; them to efpoufe its.refentment. It -the immenie and'Jud&en. armament* 
,^Vghtmore cafily flatter itfelf.with , of the pourt.of Lqndon juof its arbi- 
jfuccofs, as the proceedure of France, . trary .proceedings, its denial of juT- 
-4n regard to the American privateers tice, its arrogant pretentions ? What 
^wjjicli it certainly looked upon as weight muft we give to the laft words 
-.$hV happy v fruit of its clever- ^f the Engliih idol and oracle, X.o*d 
•^«t&} and <chieEy .t^e difincluiation .* Chatham, .who was brought' ^nto 
which the Xing had incei&ntly Parliament to breathe his laft, in cry- 
^jhjpwn to every ^engagement with the ing bufc. Peace with America, and 
(Gongrefs, mk have, Infeired- their 'Wr Pg^A the H^ of Sour ion! 
tj Peputie,3 with difeHft and * difcon- The Courjt' of London hath jtfe^f 
tent, and inducetf\them, . in fpke juftified the King's fufpicions * and 
^of th#r known averf/on*, ;to feek tne ^fipreugjbLt, by the hoftile orders it fent 
^Crfjsty.of their country, -even in Eng- to*the Indies, before the declaration 
jjand, -when they had not found it in Ipflthp Marquis de Noailles, and 
J^ance. , ;To thefe ^ reflecl^ 0115 wc ; ' ev ^ oerore the figning of the treaty 
vxnay add the opinion which .t^e of the" 6th of February^ 1778. The 
„£o#HiOf London had of its power ; Englifh Minifters have, felt all the 
4he contempt with which, on all force and truth of this reproach ; and 
^c^a&oiis, i J tath fpoken of the , they have parted it over in jilence, 
forces and refources of the Cro\%a - becaufe they know the impoJ3G.bility 
,^f France, and Its opinion of being of dellroying it, 
•fufMcrior to all nations, and of being , . T^e, fong, acquainted with the 
ajye; to crulh France, if flie was pianofthe Court of London, and the 
even united with Spain. ..Such has crinfequent preparations, /.found he 
b«en, and Aiil is, the language of ,had no time to lofe, if he would pre r 
•ihe. Englifh Minifters, and the vent /the dengns of his* enemies. 
'>fchoes of the Britifli Parliament. "Then his Majeily refolved to take 
, In this fituation, ought we notfo ..the overtures of the Cc^agrefs into 
r; fyppofe, that at that moment, when confideration. l 

the Englilh Miniftry found a ne- The Deputies' propofed to the 
,^gffity of yieldhrg to the eiforts of f £ing a treaty -of amijy «nd aun- 
tke 1 colonies it conceived the defign/merce, *n4 an alliance, offenfive 
•>nd the hope of punifhine France, and defenfive, by which his Ma- 
for the injuries it imputed to hqr. jcity flipuld.enga^e, not only t6 ac- 
knowledge^ 
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knowledge purely and fitnply the without tie KihgV concurrence, a* 



independence of fhe United States, 
but alfoto be its guarantee, and der 
fend it. by force of arms. JThe King 
replied, tharHe might, indeed* regard 
the independence of the Colonies a* 
exifting, but /it dio\.«ot belong to 
Kim to acknowledge it, becaufe he 
had no right of judging upon it; 
and neither could he be its guarantee, 
becaufe he did not intend to make 
war to fupport it. ' 

In confequence of thefe reafons, 
his Majefty refufe^ an ofFenUve al- 
liance, and confined himfelf to a 
treaty of, friendftiip and. commerce. 
Bat as it was more than 'probable, 
that the Court of London had form- 



long as the quarrel was only betwee^ 
themfelves. It left the King* 6t 
England abfolute mailer of war an<# 
peace, ancf dld-not acquire reality^' 
but by the rupture that happened 
between his Majefty and the Court! 
of London; a rupture that was the 
voluntary work of that Court (y). 
This lall treaty was kept fecret, be- 
caufe it Had no value at the time it 
was concluded; but the treaty of 
commerce was notified at the Court 
of London the 13th of March, 1.778V 
The declaration -for that purpofe," 
delivered to the Miniftry, was as. 
follows : 

The urider-figned Ambaftador* 



ed a defign to attack France, his , from his Mbft CImftian Majefty, na* 
Majefty thought he ought to make received exprefs^ orders to make the: 



an eventual alliance with the United 
States, purely defe'nfive. The ili- 
pulations in this fecond treaty were^ 
that if France mould be attacked* 
by the Court of London, before a 
ceflation of hoftilities between that 
Court and the Colonies, then the' 
King and the United States would 
mutually aflift each other againft the 
common enemy. That the King' 
would guaranty .die independence 
and fovereighty of the United States, 
and would' not lay down his arms 
till it "had been acknowledged by 
Great 7 Britaih. This treaty was the 
refulr of reafpn* and did not hinder 
the Colonies to treat with England, 



following declaration to the Cpuit* 
of London : 

• '" The United States of Nor & 
America, who/ ate' in full poflefliqiv 
of independence, as pronounced by* 
them on the fourth of July, 1776V 
having propofed to the King, tot 
cbpfohdate, by a formal convention^ 
the connection begun to be eftablifh-" 
ed between the two nations, the re- 
fpeclive Plenipotentiaries have flgh % 
ed a treaty of friendfhip and com-' 
merce, defigned to ferve as a foun-, 
datioh for their mutual good cor- 
refpondence. 

' " His Majefty being determined 

to cultivate, the good underftanding. 

fubfiftirig- 



(j) The Englii"h Miniffers themfelves were fo. convinced of* thefe.' 
truths, that they have not dared to .contradict them. For this reafon they\ 
have carefully pafled over in filence the eventual treaty of alliance. If 
they had mentioned it, they would have been obliged to have analized it : , ' 
and that analyftf wonld have figned their condemnation. They.cannot fay 
they were ignorant of this treaty; for Lord Stormont acquainted the Houfe* 
of Lords, that he had always a perfect knowledge of what pafted the moit* 
fecretrv at Verfailles,. \Befides, this very treaty hadbeeapublifhedinAme- l 
rica, mth every mark. of authenticity ; ajid certainly the true friends of the 
Court of London, which were faid to have been fo numerous, woulcinot- 
have failed to have fent over a copy. TheEnglifh Minifters were, there- ' 
fore, acquainted with it; and this they cannot deny, without accufing* 
Lord Stormont of negligence, and their friends in America of.ingratitude, ' 
or. infidelity. 
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{hbfifting between -Prance and Great 
Britain, by every means (Compatible 
with his dignity, and the good of 
his fubjetts, thinks it neceiTary to 
make this proceeding known to the 
Court ^f London, and to declare at 
the fame time, that the contracting 
parties have paid great attention, 
not to ftipulate any exclufive advan- 
tages in favour of the French na- 
tion ; and that the United States 
have referved the liberty of treating 
with every nation whatever, upon 
the fame footing of equality and 
, reciprocity. 

" In making this communication 
to the Court of London, the King 
is firmly perfuaded ihe will find new 
(roofs of his Majefry's conftant and 
sincere difpofition for peace ; and 
that his Britannick Majefty, ani- 
mated by the fame fentiments, will 
equally avoid everything that may 
alter their good harmony ; and that 
he will particularly take effectual 
meafures to prevent the commerce 
between his Majefty's fubjeets and 
the United States of North America, 
from being interrupted ; and to 
caufe all the ufages received between 
commercial nations to be, in this 
xefpecl, obferved, and all thofe rnles 
which can be faid to fubfift between 
the two crowns of France and Great 
Britain. 

" In thi£ jufl confidence, the un- 
der-figned Ambaflador thinks it fu- 
perfluous to acquaint the BHtiih 
Minifter, that the King his matter, 
being determined to protect effec- 
tually, the lawful commerce of* his 
i {ubjecis, and to maintain the dig- 
nity of his flag, his Majefty has, in 
confequence, taken eventual mea- 
sures in concert with the United 
States of North America. 

Lvndtm % March 13, 1 778. 
Zigntd, Lb. M. De Noailles." 

Such was the declaration, that the 
King of England denounced to his 
Parliament, as an infult on his 
crown and perfon ; as a formal and 



S premeditated aggreffion ; in a 
word, as a declaration of war : and 
it is from fuch fuppofitions, that ihe 
Court of London accufes the King 
of being the author of the war; 
that it reprefents him as a violator 
pf the Taws, human and divine ; and 
as a prince, that would deflroy the 
ballance of Europe, and overturn 
thrones to fubdue the world. 

Yet, this act, which hath drawn 
thofe odious epithets on the King,. 
was founded on two inconte^ible 
truths. The firft is, that at the 
a:ra of the 6th of February, the 
Americans were in the public pof- 
feflion of independence : the fecond, 
that the King was free to regard this 
independence as actually exiting, 
without being obliged to examine its 
legality ; ^nd that no law forbade 
him the power of making connec- 
tions with the Americans, To de. 
monftrate thefe truths, which are, 
difputcd by the Court of London, it 
wifl not be necefTary to have recourie 
to diftinctions, as idle as they are 
inapplicable; and to offer fact* 
and principles with a frudied con- 
fulion. Events will be related with 
equal fimplicity and exactnefs ; and 
no principles, but thofe, acknow- 
ledged at all times by every civi- 
lized nation, will be produced. 

It is univerfally known that the 
thirteen provinces which compofe 
the United States of North America, 
had, for a long time, raifed their 
fuppliant voice againft the tyranny 
of their mother country. That they 
have met with refufal upon refufal ; 
that they did not confederate to 
fupport their privileges by force of 
arms, till they had loft every hope 
of obtaining juftice; and that foon 
after, they publifhed that folemn Act 
by which they declared themfelves 
independent. Tnis Act, made on 
the 4th of July, 1776, induced the 
Court of Lonaon to give fcope to 
its refentment. It difplayed its 
power to chaftife the Americans, 

and 
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-and to reduce them by conqueft. 
Bat What was the fruit of thefe ef- 
forts ? Have they not demonitrated 
to' America, to all Europe, to the 
Court of London ilfelf, $ want of 
power; to bring back, henceforward, 
the Americans to its yoke^Ji We 
have, really, feen the Engliih troops, 
armed With the fword of vengeance, 
fly -precipitately from Boilon, feek 

• ihejter in Halifax, and come to . 
New- York, to fpread ; from thence 
terror, defolation, and daughter, in 
de&acelefs countries. But what . 
did fuch a barbarous conduit pro- 
duce ? Hath it brought the Ameri- , 
cans back into the bofom of their 
mother country f Hath It procured - 
the voluntary fubmiffion of one pao- ;, 
vince, one city, one town, or one 
village ? Hath any one of the con- 
federate colonies recalled its deputies 
frojp the Congrefs to fend them to ■ 
London ? What have been, ajid 
wjxat are, the poiTeffions of the Bri- 

\tifh • Grown on the continent ,of 
united America? Its troops have. 
made excursions in all the provinces, 
but do we fee the^e ought but the 
.traces of their fury and brutality ? 

> Which of the inhabitants have obey- 
ed them, but from forcer They-, 
have in their pofTeflion only New- 
Yofrk, fome adjacent iflandi, and a 
jjart of Georgia, They have fack- 
ed, burnt, and deftroyed conliderable 
towns ; they have carried fword and 
ibein every part they could pene- 
trate. This is what the Engliih 
Mihiilry call being Matters of the 
vail continent of America. The 
above are the poiTeflions, by which 
tfiev pretend to annihilate thofe of 
the United States ! It is this which 
they call dominion over the Ameri- 
cans ! Is there a iingle man whom 
thefe true fafts can perfuade, that, in 
any bne-circamftance, fmce the pub- 
lication of the Ad of Independence, 
tk Americans bad begun to open their 
ijiiiht tbt fatal confequencet of their 
fry*//, tn the tyranny of tbtir new 



Rulers, and on tbe paternal fentimentt 
ef their lawful Sovereign . 

The Engliih Miriiitry have fo 
well felt the weaknefs of this argu- 
ment, that they have fought to fup- 
port it by that of the antient poiTef- 
fion of the Britiih Crown,' that is \o 
fay, by a poiTeflion acknowledged 
and avowed by every power. It is 
vfelefs to fet up this claim of poflef- 
iion, for it never once entered into the 
King's mind to . difpu;e it. The 
Engliih Miniiby would,, .doubtleA, 
have better defended fihekcaufe, . if 
they had proved / ,that f a. jawful pof- 
feflion cannot be loil, in any-j^afe. 
But could they have prefumed to un- 
dertake this proof, without belying 
the annals of every .country in th« 
world ? How could they have recon- 
ciled it with the ikflts ,whid) tW 
hiflories of Mary Stuart, Charles^ I. 
and James II. produce ; and with the 
- {aws whiph fecure the E^nglifh thront 
te the prefent reigning jfajnify ? 

It then remains certain, that how- 
ever lawful, however ancient, how- - 
ever acknowledged, the pou^fflpn of 
her former colonies by England, 
.may have been, ihe t may. h^ave lofl 
tbem, that flie actually did lofe them 
on the 4th of July, 17^6, and* from 
that date hath net "recovered jhem. 
Thence it is, that France might fay 
with truth, that at the time of fign- 
ing the treaty of 1778, the I/nyed 
States of North America wcrf'jjt J%ll 
pojfejjion of their independence* 

The Engliih Miniilry thought to 
deftroy the confeqnences refulting 
from thefe truths, in fupportlng 
that the Americans' poiTeflion is ille- 
gitimate, that it never has been, 
nor can be. valid, and that it is 
a true felony. But, in advancing 
this proportion, they had, doubt- 
lefs, forgot their own conduct, in 
regard to the Americans, iince the 
publication of the ad of independ- 
ence. They may remem^*, that 
the creatures of the Court have con- 
ftantly cried out r^brllfon, venge- 
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ance, and deftruclion ; yet, not- 
withstanding all thefe clamours, the 
Englifh Miniflry ceafed, after the 
publication of the aft of independ- 
ence to purfue the. Americans as re- 
bels. In regard to them, they have 
obferved, and continue to obferve, 
the rules of war followed by inde- 
pendent nations. The American 
prisoners have been exchanged, by 
virtue of cartels figned by the Com- 
mifiaries of the CongreSs. The 
. Englifti troops have capitulated, and 
their capitulations have been regard- 
ed. The . Court of London hath 
authorized the authority of the new 
Republic, in ordering it's pacific 
Commiflioners to treat with the 
American Commiffaries, on an equal 
footing. - 

Moreover, whether the United 
States have or have not a right to 
abjure the Sovereigntyof England ? 
Whether their . pofleffion of inde- 
pendence be lawful or not? It - is 
not for France to difcuSs thefe ques- 
tions. The. King is no judge of 
the domeftic quarrels of England. 
Neither the law of natiens, treaties, 
morality, nor policy, oblige him to 
be the guardian of the fidelity tftat 
the Engliib Subjects ought to owe 
to their Sovereign. Ic is enough 
for his Majefty's juftincation, that- 
. the Colonies (which- form, a nation, - 
considerable as weil by the number 
of it's inhabitants, as the extent of 
it's dominions) had eirabliftied their 
''independence, not only by a Solemn 
' Aft, but alfo by the faft ; and have 
maintained ^itagainit the efforts of 
the - mother country. Such was, 
; - : actually, ' iheftate of the United 
"States, when the King began to ne- 

* gociate with them; His' Majeity 
wasr entirely free to look upon them 

* either as independent, or as i^bjecb^ 

* of Great Britain. He chofe the lif il ,■ 
_\ becaufe his Safety, his people's inje-, 
"" reft, the invariable policy> and,' 
" above aH, the Secret projects of the 
"Court of London-, M absolutely 

* ' impoSed that obligation upon him. 



Nay, it may be aflced, is their one 
-Sovereign, who, in the Same Situa- 
tion with his Majcfty, would not 
have followed his example ? 

Nevertheless, it is this conduit 
that " the Englifh Miniftry pretend 
was directed by pride and craft; 
. that it SuppoSes to be irreconcilable 
' with the truth of facts, and the law 
of nations ; which it prefents as in- 
capable of being Seen in day-light ; 
' and which it denounces to all 
people, as a violation of the lawof 
: nations, as an inSult to humanity, 

- and to every Sovereign. - 

Before the Engliib Miniftry had 
given Scope to Such warm language, 
and allowed Such heavy imputa- 
tions, it fho«ld have examined the 
rights and dutie* of Sovereigns, with 
a Spirit of juftice and isnpartialitr ; 
it mould - have conSulted the re- 
cords of ahnoft -every Empire^ act! 
principally thofeof Great-Britain. 
It thought itfelf obliged^ to iupply 
that omiraon ; and it may be Said, 
beforehand, that the ccmSequeiwcs 
drawn from the analyiis that' we 
iha.ll undertake, will be very diffe- 
rent from the aflertions, or to iky 
the' truth, the paradoxes rifque^br 
the Court of London. 

The independence of nations on 

- each other, is the fir it and. funda- 
mental baiis of the law of nations ; 
if is abSolute and unlimitted ^ and 
admits of no modiications or-reftric- 
tions, but inch .as are founded on 
the engagements .which confeience 
prefcribes, or the intereft of the 
State demands. In the firft cafe* a 
nation hath a lawful controller; 
but, in the two others, it's condt^t 
and determinations can depend only 
on it's own judgment; and, So- 
ever undertakes to conftrain it, in 
that refpect., attacks it's independ- 
ence, and does it an injury. 

The application of thefe princi- 
ples, in regard to France and Eng- 
'. land, is hot difficult to make.. France 
is independent on the Crown of 
Great-Britain. No engagement o- 
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bligei the King ro maintain that 
crQwp in the whole of its po/Teflions; 
and ftill lefs to reitrain its lubjecls in 
obedience. Thus his ^lajeily hath 
no duty to fulfill in favour of Eng- 
land* relative to North America ; 
therefore, his Majefty was t not oblig- 
ed either to afliit England againil her 
colonies, nor to reject the colonies 
when they prefented themfeives 
to him as An independent people. 
If we belitve the author of the 
Juftifying Memorial the King was 
bound to thefe feveral duties by vir- 
tue of fne laft treaty of Paris. But 
it is evident, that in order to fup- 
port &ch a .proposition, they mu it 
nave mifunderitood the fenfe, fpirit, 
and epd of a fimple treaty of peace, 
and have confounded a treaty of that 
nature with a treaty of alliance. 
That of Paris impofed no other 
obligation oh the King, than that 
of living in peace and friendfhip 
with Great-Britain ; to extend that 
obligation, one mult be ignorant of 
the firft notions of the diplomatic, 
and the fentiment of all nations, or 
muft defpife them. 
: The Court of London declares, 
that it might regard the multiplied 
afturances of the King's friendfhip, 
his pacific fentiments, and his deiire 
of adhering to treaties, as a facred 
engagement on the King's part. 
The King is far from denying ihcie 
aJTuxancesj but what were, and what 
could be the fenfe, and the bafis of 
them ? Do they not iuppofe a reci- 
procity on the part Of the King of 
England I and that ceafing, was not 
his Majefty difengaged from his 
word i The Englilh Miniftry cannot 
doubt but thole were the King's 
thoughts, as he had repeated, them 
on many ocean" ons. Let them re- 
collect what was the language of the 
King's Charge dfs Affaires, in the 
month of March, 1776. They are 
defired to remember the frequent 
reprefentations of the Marquis de 
Npatfles, and thofc ©f his Majefty *s 



Minifters, with which, doubtlefs, 
Lord Stormont did not fail to ac- 
quaint his Sovereign. 

The King was jio more with-heli 
by his conici~ncc, than he was by his 
engagements. This afiertion wants 
no proof, it is enough for his Ma- 
jeity, that he thought himfelf clear 
from all reproach that could be 
made; foi in regarding the American* 
as independent, he hath not violated 
either the law of God, or that of 
nations : If the Court of London 
prefumes to contradict this morality, 
it may be alked, who upon earth is 
the judge of fovereigns ? who hath 
the right of prefcribing rules for 
their conduct ? who hath the power 
to enforce them ? Whilll peace fub- 
fjfted between F ranee and England, 
the King had no more right to at- 
tack the Britim provinces, than he 
had to excite a revolt in the fubjecls 
of that crown, and to aflift them ; 
but he had the right to look upon 
the united inhabitants of an immenfe 
continent, as independent, when 
they came to him in that character * 
especially after their former fove- 
reign had fhewed, by long and pain- 
ful effort, the impoflibility of bring- 
ing them back to their obedience. 

We dare believe there is no fove- 
reign who will not concur in the 
j yitice of thii maxim of the rights of 
ftations. The Court of London, 
alone, long accuilonied to arbitrary 
principles, adapted to the circum- 
ltances of the moment, thinks itfelf 
entitled to call it in queilion, at the 
fame time when it ftems to give the 
alarm, upon the dangerous conse- 
quences which it pretends to find in 
it. But, probably, that Court has 
not reflected, that it gives a'manifeft 
contradiction to the doctrine it for- 
merly profefled and followed, one 
Angle example will fuiHce to bring it 
hack to its own principles ; and that 
is, that of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces of the Low Countries. The 
conduct of Queen lilizabeih, in re- 
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gard to them, deferves to be un- 
folded. 

The Flemings having concluded, 
in 1576, the pacification of Ghent, 
for the defence of their liberties, 
and of the Proteftant worihip, Eli- 
zabeth leagued with them, by a 
fccret treaty; in virtue of which fhe 
promifed to furnifh them with 
troops, ammunition and money, 

Philip II. King of Spain, having 
complained to the Englifh Ambafla- 
dor, he was ordered by his Sove- 
reign, to pre fen t to his Catholic 
Majefty, an ample recital, contain- 
ing the flrongeft proteftaticns of her 
friendfhip, and attention to remove 
every thing that could diiturb the 
harmony that fubfifted between the 
two Sovereigns. Elizabeth defend- 
ed herfelf againft the reproach of 
having fomented the rebellion of the 
Low Countries ; and that Princefs 
added, that in furnifhing the con- 
federates with men and money, her 
policy had a double object, that of 
hindering the infurgents, reduced 
to defpair by their refources being 
exhaufled, from giving themfelves 
up to a foreign power; the other to 
prevent the entire fubjeclion of the 
Low Countries to the Spaniards ; an 
event that had very difagreeable 
confequences to England. . 

By a new treaty of the 7th of Jan. 
1578, Elizabeth promifed confider- 
able affiilance to the confederates, 
On confideration that they would not 
make peace with their Catholic King 
without her . being comprehended 
in it. 

At length the confederates declar- 
ed their independence in 1585, that 
ftep was quickly followed by a new 
defenfive alliance : it was on the 10th 
of Auguft in the fame year, the Hol- 
landers, in their Full Powers alledg- 
ed the circumitances, that they had 
entirely fhaken off the Spanifh yoke, 
and declared themfelves free from, 
and independent of its fovcreignty. 

To juftify this laft treaty, Eliza- 



beth published a long Memorial, in 
which (he called to mind the cruel- 
ties exercifed by t^ie Spanish Go- 
vernors in the Low Countries ; and 
the defign formed by the Court of 
Madrid to deftrrty their franchifes. 
She declared at the fame time, that 
me was obliged to fupport the United 
Provinces in the defence of their 
liberties, becaufe that was the only 
means of preferving to the Englifh 
the freedom of trade with the Low 
Countries, and protect England 
from the invafions that Spain might 
make, with the greateft facility, if 
once it had reduced thofe Provinces 
under its abfolute obedience. In 
fine, Elizabeth oBferved, that the 
treaties that formerly fubfifted be- 
tween England and the fovereigns 
of the Low Countries, had been con- 
cluded, not only between tbtfi 
Princes* but alfo between their re- 
fpeftive States, for their muttial de- 
fence ; and thus, in protecting die 
United Provinces, againft an unjuft 
defpotifm, fhe did not, exa&ly, do 
any thing but fulfill the latter part 
of her engagements, without in- 
fringing in any manner, what fhe 
owed to the fovereign of thefe Pro- 
vinces. 

It is to be remarked, that the 
publication of this manifefto did not 
caufe a recall of the refpe&ive Am- 
bafladors ; and that three years after 
its publication, that is to fay, in 
1588, Elizabeth did yet, at the re- 
queft of Philip II. perform the office 
of mediatrix between that Prince 
and the United Provinces, at the 
Congrefs of Bourbourg. 

This faithful abridgement of the 
conduct of Queen Elizabeth, in re- 
gard to the Low Countries, will, 
doubtlefs, convince the world, that 
that Princefs, not only acknowledged 
the right of every fovereign to receive 
a people who had declared themfelves 
independent; but fhe alfo extended 
that right farther than the King al* 
lowed himfelf to do, in regard to the 
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United* States. But if even that. 
right was not fo folidly founded as it 
is, the Court of London would be 
out of time in corrtradi&ing it, for 
in fo doing, it would proclaim itfelf 
to the world, as worthy of every re- 
proach it hath lavifhed on France, - 

To this remark may be added, a 
reflection, furaiftied by the records 
of the Britiih-Parliament itfelf. For 
fome years, that aflcmbly hath re- 
founded only with • thd ^American 
quarrel. That quarrel hath been 
examined and difcufTed in every re- 
lation, and in every point of view. 
The Americans have conftantly had 
men, as diftinguifhed by their un- 
derftanding as their rank, for their 
defenders : a part of the nation hath 
inceiTantly fupported the caufe of 
the Colonies j nay, even citizens of 
all rank?, -far from looking upon 
them as guilty of treafon, have, on 
the contrary, accufed thofe Members 
of Parliament of that crime, who, 
to fulfill their engagements with the 
Minifters, have applauded the per- 
secution the Americans fuffered, be- 
eaufe they looked upon it as a ty- 
ranny , and a fubverfton of the Bri- 
tish conftitution. Now, if the Eng- 
lim themfelves have dared tojuftify 
the Americans ; if they have dared 
to awowtheir thoughts with impunity, 
in the midft of the national afTembly, 
and in public and acknowledged 
writings ; if they have not been 
proclaimed traitors to their country ; 
how can the Englifh Miniftry pro- 
claim the King to be the moft per- 
fidious' of Sovereigns, for having 
thought in the fame manner with a 
jefpettablepartoftheEnglim nation? 

To compleat the King's j unifica- 
tion, nothing remains but to examine 
if what k called the good of the State, 
could determine his Majefty to con- 
nect himfelf with the Americans. 
To treat this queftion with all the 
clearnefs of which it is capable, we 
•mult behold the political intereft of 
- France iu two different relation*: 



The ftrft, relative to the other powerir 
of Europe; the other, relative to 
Great-Britain. 

The King, when he treated witk 
the Americans, already become in-: 
dependent, exercifed • a right inhe- 
rent to his Sovereignty, only to- 
filence a prepofleifion with which' 
England deceived the four quarter* 
of the world. Thus the King, very 
far from fearing to hurt the intereft 
of his State, from a fuppofition that 
it might hurt that of the other fo- 
vereigns of Europe, or even give 
them the leaft umbrage, hath* 
on the contrary, eflentially watched 
over the interefts of all, in joining to 
reftrain a Power that hath always car- 
ried to excefs the abufe of* its means. 
It is true, that the Court of London 
is far from beholding the King's 
conduct in that point of view. It 
alledges that his Majefty had no 
other object than to fatisry his im^ 
moderate ambition, his indelible 
hatred againft Great-Britain, and 
his defire to bear fway over all other 
nations, after he had crufhed Great- 
Britain* 

To annihilate thefe reproaches, it 
will be fufficient to retrace the en- 
gagements that the King had con- 
tracted with the Americans. We dare 
defy thofe who are the moft preju- 
diced againft France, to find the 
fmalleft mark of the King's pre- 
tended ambition ; and his pretended 
defign of deftroying the power of 
England : nothing more is to be 
difcovered in the laft analyfis, but 
a diminution of that power ; a dimi- 
nution that England herfelf hath 
urged by the moft unjuft and incori- 
fiderate conduct ; and which the 
tranquility and happinefs of Europe 
have long required. For this we 
appeal to the judgment of every 
nation who hath the leaft political or 
commercial connection with Great- 
Britain. 

As to the relation that the intereft 
of France can have with England^ 
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itTS eaflly determined. The Court 
of London hath entertained, for a 
long time, the maxim, that it hath 
an exclusive dominion over every 
ira. To that end,, all ir*s meafures 
have iitceuantly tended* The power 
of France was- one of the greateft 
•blades to it's dehgns. It was ne- 
cerTary, therefore, either to dertroy 
it,, or to circumfcribe it within fuch 
narrow bounds, as would render it 
of no force. From this view, arofe 
riic wars whkh Great Britain hath 
nifed, or protected, againft France. 
And, if we examine every' treaty 
concluded fince Cromwell, we mall 
and traces of the haughty, envious, 
and nforping politics of the Court 
of London, as evident as they are 
di&greeable. 

Jn this ftate of affairs, in what 
point of view ought France, for a 
longtime, to have confidered Great 
Britain ? She, certainly, could not 
look upon her hut as a fecret ene- 
my, fo much the more dangerous, 
as her power equalled her ill will* 
That {he hath never Templed to dif- 
guife her dangerous defigns, under 
a cloak of confidence and friend- 
ship ; that (he hath never regarded 
treaties, but in proportion as fhe 
sad occafton for peace ; and (he hath 
always thought war lawful, when 
her intereft advifed her to undertake 
it* The moll vigilant and confum- 
mate prudence could not fuggeft 
prefervatives, againft the enterprises 
of fuch a power : the only means, 
then of prdervation r were, to feize 
the opportunity of diminishing it. 

We may truly fay, in. examining 
t?ie King!s conduct, irf the above- 
mentioned relations (allowing for 
the particular caufes which might 
ha\ r e determined him) that it was 
not only juft and lawful, but that it 
was even necetfary, as well for the 
-proper intereft of France, as for that 
of ail Europe* Thus, fo far from 
his Majefty having deftroyed every 
principle, in contracting with the 



American*, we may, en (he " con- 
trary, affert, that he might have look- 
ed upon them, and treated with * 
them, as independent, after the pro- 
clamation of their Manifefto of the 
4th'of July, 1776; and that, info 
doing, he violated neither the law 
of nations, nor treaties; and he 
hath, ftill lefs, done an injury to 
England, and broke the peace with 
that kingdom. 

Thefe conlufions will acquire a 
new degree of ftrength and con- 
viction, if we confider the proceed- 
ings of the Court of London, not 
fince the laft peace, but only from 
the time when the Sieur Deane 
came to France, to the time when 
the Marquis de Noailles notified the 
treaty of the 6th of February, ^778, 
to the Court of London. 

The Englifh Miniftry began, by 
difputing the King's power to grant 
an afylum to the Americans : next, 
it pretended, that every commercial 
connection with the United States, 
mould be prohibited to his fabje&s. 
Thefe two articles gave place to in- 
formations, and even new-born com- 
plaints ; and the Juftifying Memo- 
rial treats this objeft with a violence 
that proves the Englifh Minifters had 
loft fight of the firft notions of the law 
of nations, of treaties, and of ma- 
ritime ufages* 

Whilft the Englim Ambaffador 
inccflantly renewed complaints, un- 
juft in their obieel, and almoft 
always deftitute of proof, the King 
in vain demanded juftice from the 
King of England, for the daily vio- 
lations of treaties, and maritime 
laws ; for the depredations and pi- 
racies fuffered by his fubje&s ; and 
for the affronts to his flag, and his 
territories ; and whilft his Majefty, 
firm in his fyftem of moderation, 
wafted himfelf in a&s of complai- 
fance, in favour of England, and 
all the rcprefentations of the Mar* 
quis de Noailles were ineffectual. 
Tfee Britifh Miniftry convinced, that 
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in fpite of it's formidable arma* . 
ments, any fubmifiion of che co- 
lonies was thenceforward impofli- 
ble, propofed to Parliament, mean* 
of reconciliation ; k fought, at the • 
fame time, to eftablifh a fecret ne- 
gotiation with the Deputies of the 
Congrefs, at Paris ; it was difpofed - 
to grant every thing, even inde- 
pendence, in fa8 y provided it could 
preferve a nominal dtptndtnct. But- 
a war againft France was to be the 
price of this facrifice. The King, 
informed, on one fide, of the prof- 
fers and hoitile views of the Court 
of Loudon; and, cm the other, of 
the unshaken refolution of the Con- 
grefs, not to fuffer the leait trace of 
it's former fubje&ion to remain ; the 
Kin?, I fay, did not hehtate, rior 
could he hefitate, to take a part ; 
and he had but one part to take, 
that of attaching himfelf to the 
United States; If the King hkd 
afted otherwife ; if he had remained 
in that fccurity, that the Court of 
London had ftriven to lull him into, 
he might have been taken unprovid- 
ed ; and it is eafy to forefee whato- 
pihion th£ prefent age, and posterity, 
would have- entertained of his faga- 
city, wifdom, atnd vigilance* c 

To induce the public to miftake 
the true motives that directed the 
King's conduct, the Engliih Mini- . 
fter* maintain, that he made a treaty 
with the Americans*; not becaufe he 
dreaded the fecret dengns of Great 
Britain, but-becaufehe forefaw; that 
the Americans, cait down, difcou- 
raged, without rupport, and with- 
out refourccs, were about to recon- 
cile themfelves to. their modier 
country, and . there was not a mo- 
ment to be loft, to xe-animate them 
in their oppofnion. It is, .donbtlefs, 
in order to be able to rifyue fuch an 
afFertion, that the Engliih Miniftry 
looked upon it as beneath the dig- 
nity of their Sovereign, to inqaire 
into the sera when France formed 
connedtions with the United States ; 



they might have fard, with more 
truth, that that inquiry would hoc 
fquaTe with .their plan of defence. 
The King w;ll fpare the £ngiil& 
Minifters fuch a diragreeabte and 
embarrafltng tafk, in obferving for 
them, that the -firft conference, 
which led to the treaties of the 6th 
of February, 1778, was lonj after 
the capitulation of General But* 
goyne. Now, it is notorious that 
that event exalted the courage and 
hopes of the Americans, as much as 
it threw the Engliih nation, and 
efpecially the Court of London, into 
a confternation. If then, the Xiog 
had liftened to the propofitions ©i" 
the Congrefs, after that epoch, fa 
calamitous for the Engliih, it wis 
not, nor could it be, but becaufe he 
thought, with the United Stares, 
that their independence was, heucjb- 
^forward, irrevocable. England her- 
felf thought like the Americans. 
The. feiKimenrof that nation wa» 
manifefted by it's Representatives ; 
and that of the Miniftry by ■ k*s 
Conciliatory Bills, and, above all. 
by the clandestine fteps towards * 
reconciliation. As for the Ameri- 
cans, they had very categorically 
*xpreffed their opinion, in rejecting, 
with contempt, the Conciliatory 
Bills, and the fecret favours wfckh 
were to ferve as their vehicle smd 
fupport, before they had even amy 
knowledge of the negociation c&a- 
tracked between the KirtgV .Mthi- 
fters and the Deputies of the Cda* 
grefs.' 

It is highly evident, in wharfo-? 
ever light we behold tfie -Ring'* 
conduft, in refpeel to England,- * 

Firft, That the law of nations, 
the p«lky and. example of England 
herfelf, authorized the King tb feck 
upon the American's as independent, 
in faclj from the 4th of July, 1776, 
and he had ftill : greater reafon- oa 
the 6th of February, 1778. ' -* 1 

Secondly* That" in looking *J>oa 
them as fuch-, and in formk^^ba- 

aedlioa* 
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neffiona .with them, under that 

qualification, he neither violated 
treaties, nor the rights of Sove- 
reigns. 

Thirdly That, in negociating 
with them, he did not render hixa- 
ielf culpable of perfidy * 

Fourthly, That the treaty con- 

. eluded with the Congrefs, is noj an 
offence to England ; and that, con- 

. fequently, the Memorial, by which 
it was announced to that State, was < 
not a declaration of war. 

-To thefe conclufioas, we may 
confine the anfwer which the Jus- 
tifying Memorial of the Court of 
London feems to demand. But as 
that Court makes it criminal in the 
King to have given a Shelter, in his 

. dominions, to the Americans ; and 
to have permitted his fubjecls to 

" open a direct trade to the United 
States, it will not be improper to 
,fhew to what excefs the Britilh Mi- 

[ niftry hath carried it's preteniions on 

"thefe two objects. 

In giving fhelter to the Ameri- , 
cans, the King only fulfilled the 

; " firft duties of humanity, _ at the fame . 

1 time that he exercifed a right inhe- 

. rent to Sovereignty; aright which. 
. belongs to every independent na- 

* -tion ; which can be retrained only 
by, conventions j and which is more 

; - jextenfively exercifed in England, . 

' v &*? i n * nv State of Europe. The 

." &ing had no right to renounce 

.■the exercife of that right, to the 

.prejudice of the Americans, becaufe 

* that nation had never offended him ; 

„ 'and it would have been a tyranny in- 

. him, an unheard-of cruelty, to have. 

driven them out of his. dominions, 

becaufe they were unjuftly oppreffed 

by Great Britain. The Americans 

* hare refided in more than one coun- 
\ try of Europe, and is there one 

* irom whence they have been expel- 

* . led ? Is there one where they have 

not enjoyed the rights of hofpitali- 
i ty Ms there one where they have 
fc . .ftofbeen as £fe and quiet, as in:the 
t. ...I. . 



moft diilant provinces *f America ? 
By what title, then, doth the Court 
of London pretend it is a- crime in 
the King alone, not to have driven 
the Americans out of his domi- 
nions. 

The King hath not only afforded 
an afylum to the Americans, but he 
hath alfo, admitted their privateers, 
with their prizes : that is one of the 
principal grievances of the Court 
of London, on which it hath laid 
the greatefl ilrefs, and which hath 
furnifhed the moft ample matter for 
declamations and reproaches ; but a 
very few words will fuffice to eftab- 
lifh true : principles on this . head, 
and to demonitrate that the Englifh 
Miniftry hath voluntarily mifcon- 
ceived , them. 

The King is; free to admit {hips of 
every nation in the , world into his 
portsv This right extends as well 
to fliips of war as to merchant 
{hips; and admits of no reibiclioni 
but what are eftabltfhed by treaties. 
The treaty of Utrecht contains fuch 
as relate to flaps of: war* The i$th 
article is to thispurpftfe, " That 
the contracting parties^ (Prance and 
, England) will not permit their re- 
fpedtive > enemies to , arm -in their 
ports, to fell their prizes there, or 
to remain therein beyond the time 
neceflary to repair their damages, 
and provide what is requifite to en- 
able them to put to fea." The 
King ,hath pun&ually obferved this 
conduct; in regard to the Ameri- 
can privateers. His will, in that 
refpeclv is proved by. the moft pre- 
cife ©odors, and Hill more by their 
execution. The Englifh Miniftry, 
indeed, aflert that, thofe orders were 
iilufive ; that they were openly 
tranfgrefTed, with impunity, and 
even by authority of Government. 
But that accufation .is a calumny 
the more lhocking, .as it is con- 
trary to public* notoriety, proved 
even by the. Miniftrrial Gazettes, 
printed in Americai 

If 
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. It is alledged that tke*£ing mould according to the regulations prefcrib- 
Iiave forbidden all entrance to the ed either by ufage or by treaty. Itt' 
American privateers, becaufe he con fu I ting both, we {hall find, not 
bught to have looked upon them as ' that the commerce of thofe goods 
pirates ; it may be afked what right called contraband, breaks the neutra- 



had the King to efteem them as 
fuch ? The. Americans are not his 
f objects ; he is neither judge nor ar- 
bitrator* in the domeftic difputes of 
England : he had adopted a neutra- 
lity, which he would have infringed 
in the moll odious manner, by de- 
ciding on the ftate of the Americans. 
fhefe principles are certain, and it 
is a downright mockery to mifcon- 
ceive them, as it would be an adula- 
tion, an inexcufeable weaknefs to 
vjolate them. That Court alone had 
their pirates at fea ; thofe were their 
merchant mips, who, in time of 
profound peace, feized the French 
veffels ; and, doubtlefs, that Court 
will not pretend that this procedure 
was contrary to its orders or inten- 
tions ; fince, although the offenders 
were denounced, they remained un- 
punifbed; and the mips they had 
taken have not been relbred. 

As for the liberty the Kiug grant- 
ed to his fubjects, of trading directly 
with the Americans, it doth not re- 
quire a juftification, becaufe every 
nation hath only to confuh itfelf, to 
be convinced that his Majesty might 
grant that without doing any injury 
to Great Britain, Yet it may be 
thought proper to make a few fuper- 
abundant observations on that impor- 
tant queftion. 

In time of war, commerce may be 
divided into two branches; the firft 
comprehends innocent merchandizes, 
tfie other thofe commodities which 
are known by the name of military 
contraband* 

Napon$j which adopt neutrality 
continue the firft fpecies of commerce 
with the belligerent powers, with an 
entire freedom ; bu: the fecond fpe- 
cies is prohibited, the commodities 
inay be intercepted, and confiscated, 



lity, but that the individuals who 
undertake it, are expofed to a fimple 
confifcarion, Such is the law that 
hath cxifted, on this matter, between 
France and England ; it is fpttled in 
the 19th article of the Treaty of 
Utrecht. 

It follows, from the ftipulations of 
that treaty, that the King was not 
obliged to forbid his fubjects either 
the commerce of innocent'articles, or 
of contraband goods, in refpect to 
America ; and the only obligation 
they impofed on him was, not to . 
protect that Iaft fpecies of commerce. 
To place this truth in the cleareft 
light, we will confider the Lfniped 
States in two points of view, that is, 
as fubjects of Great Britain, or as 
independent. In the firft hypo- 
thecs, they are fubject to the laws 
of their mother country ; they are 
forbidden to have' any direct com- 
merce with any other nation but Eng- 
land ;' but can this re/lriction, which 
is absolutely domeftic, extend to fo- 
reigners ? Hath England the privi- , 
lege to prefcribe laws to other coun- k 
tries ? Hath (he the right to forbid a 
Frenchman, a Dutchman, &c. to , 
{hip a cargo for America ? If fhe had , 
that right, fhe would alfo have that > 
of exercifing it ; and (he would then 
have that of doing acts of foyereignty 
over other nations. . The prohibitory , 
laws of England cannot be executive 
but within the limits of her own fove- 
reignty ; if fhe extends them farther* . 
then fhe violates the public fafety f 
the freedom of the feas, theindepeo* , 
dence of nations ; and fhe infults every , 
Sovereign. It is thus that the Court , 
of London explained itfelf on this 
head, in the difputes it had with the 
Court of Madrid, which led to the 
Treaty of Pardo («). Thus, accord- 



(«) It is fettled among thofe powers whp have colonies, that the. tracje of , 
tjuiff colonies is excluftve ; that is to fay, that no' flranger hath a right to 
Vo^I*. H h partake 
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ing to England herfelf, the prohibi- have their effeft only in the latitude* 
tive laws refpecling America, can of North America, which are held, 

according 

partake of it. This tmiverfal ufage hath been, at all times, more or left 
infringed, according to the advantages which an interloping trade offered. 
That of the Spanifh American Continent opened fuch as were invaluable to 
England, and they took care not to let them flip/ They carried on a con- 
traband trade, with an infupportable boldnefs, that obliged the Court of 
Madrid to take forcible meafnres to reftrain it. For that purpofe the Court , 
ef Madrid eifrablrined gaarda coftas, who were ordered to nop and fearch 
every Englifh veflel, navigating on the Spaniik coafts, and laden with con- 
traband goods. 

Thefe gaarda coftas exceeded their orders ; they feized Znglifh veflels ill 
the open Tea, and a confiderable number of theie veflels were confifcated, 
becaofe they were laden with commodities thought to be the produce of the 
Sjpanrfti colonies, or designed for them. 

The Court of London complained bitterly of the proceedings of theie Spa- 
nifh guarda Coftas. It maintained that the American feas were free, and 
no treaty had retrained that freedom ; that, confequently, Spain could not 
embarrafs the navigation of the Englifh veflels, and feize them, unlefs in. 
her ports, havens, and rivers, or within a certain diftancc from her coafts. 
Thefe principles, founded on the law of nations, were fanctified by the 
Treaty of Seville (1729). But the Englifh continued their interloping 
commerce, and the Spanifh guarda coftas, on their fide, continued to abufe 
the orders of their Court ; fo that difputes revived ; and the difcontent was 
carried to fuch a Jieight, that the King of England was determined to 

frant letters of reprifals. The affair was warmly diicuffed in Parliament 
uring the feffions of 1738; and both Houfes addrefied the King with 
the following refolutions : 

ift. Resolved, * ( f That the fubje&s of Great Britain have an evident 
c< and an inviolable right, to navigate the American feas, as well in going 
** to, as in returning from any part of his Ivlajefty's dominions ; and to 
" carry On fuch commerce as they are lawfully permitted to do ; as alfo to 
4t carry all commodities and effects of one part of His Majefty's dominion^ 
«' to another ; and the effects thus carried, ought not, by virtue of any treaty, 
" to beconfidered as contraband or prohibited merchandize ; and that it is 
" a manifeft violation and infraction of the treaties fubfifting between the 
«' two Crowns (thofe of Spain and England) /• /earth like *vejeh 9 in the 
" open /ea, under pretence that they are laden With contraband or prohibited 
" merchandizes.'* 

2nd. Resolved, *< That it appears to this Houfe thai feveral veflfels, 
*• as well as their cargoes, belonging to the fubjedls of Great Britain; 1 have 
* r been forcibly feized and confiscated, by the Spaniards, upon pretences 
«** entirely unjuft and ill-founded, and by thefe means the freedom of com- 
" merce and navigation of his Majefty's fubje£& according CO the law of 
" nations, andf by virtue of the treaties fubfiftingr between the Crowns of 
" Great Britain and Spain, hath been tranfgrefleo, 'and interrupted, in a 
•' manner that cannot be juftified, to the great damage of bar merchants, 
4t and in diredt violation of the faid treaties." **'*" ' ' * 

The King of England received this addrefs, awihthoughjC be had fu filled 
the wifh and the object, by the Treaty of Pardo C r ?39)- it i» well known 
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according to received principles, to 
make part of that continent. From 
thence it refultty thnt Great Britain 
had no right to flop, in the open fea, 
much lefs to confiscate foreign /hips 
bound to America, howfoever la 1 en ; 
and that they could not exercife thac 
double right, but when fuch (hips 
were met fo near the coafi of Ame- 
rica, as to be judged as found on the 
territories of Great Britain. 

Jf, on the contrary, the Americans 
are beheld as an independent nation, 
or, if they chafe it, a nation at war 
with England, then neutral Powers 
are under no other obligations than 
thofe whieb ufage or treaties inapofe, 
Thofe which France bath a right to 
own are contained in the 19th and 
20th articles of the Treaty of U* 
trecht. 

The regulations of thofe articles 
allow the commerce of harmlefs com- 
modities ; and do not oblige the 
King to forbid his fubje&s to carry 
arms and ammunition to the enemies 
of Great Britain : they fay, fimply, 
that in cafe (hips laden with fuch 
kind of merchandize axe met, even in 
the open fea, they may be feized, 
and declared lawful prizes. Thus 
the cargoes of military contraband 
do not regard the King, he is not 
obliged to hinder them, and the only 
right of England, in that refpeft, 
is that of confifcaring them. The 
confeqoence drawn from this detail 
is, that in whatever light we behold 



the Americans, England could not* 
with juftice* demand that the King 
ihould forbid his fubje&s to trade 
with chem, and flill lefs that he ihould 
puniih them for having preiumed fa 
to do. 

This confequence will fhow the 
value* of thofe declamations which 
the Englifh MiniHry thought they 
might permit againft his Majefty t 
becaufe he had not treated roughly 
fuch of his fubje&s, as, enjoying a 
freedom belonging to all nations, 
traded with the Americans. 

It is true, that, in order to give 
fome appearance of foundation to 
their reproaches, they have cited the 
King's promifes, and the breaches of 
them, which he not only tolerated, 
but even authorized and encouraged; 
and to expre{s the treachery, of 
France in two words, they accufe 
her Minifters of having exhaufted 
every method of artifict and dijjimu- 
lation to lull Great-Britain afleep-— 
to ward off the effects of her refent*. 
ment, from the beginning of the 
troubles in America, till the moment 
when the Marquis de Noailles deli- 
ver«ijiis declaration of war.' 1% 
is true that the King had promifed 
to forbid arms to l>e exported to 
America : and they were actually for- 
bidden ; and, whatfoever the Eng- 
liih Miniftry may fay, that trade was 
hindred, as much, as it was poffibLe, 
without attacking the liberty of ci- 
tizens j and without fubje&ing com* 

jnerc? 



that by this treaty the contracting parties agreed to nominate Commif- 
fiofters, who were charged to find out methods of preventing frefh fubje&s of 
complaint, and the damages due to Great Britain, after deducting thofe 
reclaimed by Spain, were ascertained at ninety-five thoufand pounds iterling. 
This treaty being laid before the Epglifh Parliament gave room for lively, 
long, and interefting debates, which had the indefinite freedom of navigation 
for their ground. It \va* held criminal in the Englifh Miniflry, not to have 
ftipulated the matter in a more explicit manner, conformable to the addre$ 
of both Houfes. The fum 0/ wnety-five thoufand pounds, at which the 
indemnifications of the Engliih merchants had been fixed was looked upon 
as insufficient. In fine, the clamours of Parliament hindered the ratificatiea 
of the Treaty of Pardo, and. occafioned, fab, reprifals, and afterward* aa 
open rupture between the Courts of Madrid and London. 

Hh * 
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mere e to an Inquifition, which is 
ofed in no corner of the globe, and 
with which the Ertglifh themfelves 
would have reproached us, as an aft 
of unfufferable defpotifm. 

According to Lord Stormont, the 
King's prohibition was daily and 
publicly tranfgreffed, even with the 
knowledge, and under the eyes of 
the public officers who were ap- 
pointed to fee them executed. It is 
really poffible, that French Mer- 
chants did rifque an exportation of 
arms to America, by giving falfe 
deftinations. But the greateft part 
of the accufations of the Englifh Am- 
baffador were found to be either to- 
tally falfe, or fo deftitute of fuffici- 
ent proofs, that it was impoffible to 
conviet, and therefore, to punifli 
the. offenders ; unlefs we had fuffer- 
ed, not a complaifance, but an abufe 
of authority, to regard the fufpicion 
or information of a fpy, as a legal 
and irreproachable proof* It is that 
which the Vifcount Stormont pre- 
tended to claim ; but the King could 
not but rejeet fuch a demand, as the 
Court of London would have alfo 
done. 

Moreover, had the King agreed 
that a mere fufpicion of the place to 
which French mips were bound, was 
fufficient to authorife their feizure ; 
and that even thofe ihips were found 
in the manifeft trefpafs of having 
cargoes fitted for American ufe ; it 
will be ftill no lefs true that the fen- 
tences of the Englifh Courts of Vice- 
admiralty were unjuA, becaufe th'ey 
were contrary to the tenor of the 
treaties. The 24th Article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht dire&s, that every 
man of war, or privateer, fhall re- 
main out of gun-fliot of the mer- 
chant fhip, and be content with 
fending her boat with two or three 
men to examine the fea papers ; and 
according to the 20th and 25th Ar- 



ticle fa) the examination of thofe 
papers, if they are regular, * muft 
be fufficient for the j unification of 
the Captain of the merchantman ;. 
and in that cafe the man of war 
ihall refrain from any further fearch* 
In fine, the 26th Article directs, 
that, in cafe of contraband goods, 
the commodities alone which are' 
pointed out, bynames, in the 19th 
Article, fhall be adjudged lawful 
prize ; but the remainder of the 
cargoes, and alfo the veffels, fhall be 
reftored. All thefe ftipulations are 
fo clear and precife, that they will 
not admit of interpretation or fub- 
terfuge ; yet it is certain they have 
been all violated, in refpeft to the 
prizes carried into the ports of the 
Englifh dominion, and the Judges 
have regarded them no mors than 
the captors. 

In reviewing thefe details, in 
which we have been obliged to enter, 
we fee, that fo far from the Court of 
London having a lawful caufe of re- 
proach againft the £ing, his Ma- 
jefty, on the contrary, may fay with 
the ftri£eft truth, that the condu& 
of Great-Britain, with refpeel to 
him, hath been one continual and 
premeditated violation of the law of 
nations, the maritime cuftoms, and 
the rules prefcribed by treaties ; that 
the fmallnefs of the fa&s with which 
the King had to reproach the Court 
of London, would have been enough 
for a Prince lefs pacific than his Ma- 
jefty, to have declared war. In a 
word, that the caufe for which he 
hath taken arms, had no other ob- 
ject than to fet bounds to the pre- 
poffeflion and the habitual and fyf- 
tematic injuftice of Great-Britain; 
and to reftore to all nations the right 
which that greedy State had ufurp- 
ed. In fine, to procure to the whole 
world, a tranquility, whofe dura- 
tion will not thenceforward depend 



(a) Add the nth Article, of the Convention made in confequence of the 
Treaty of Utrecht. 
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en the caprices and avidity of the 
Court of London. 

The laft object, the truth of which 
it is proper, to eftablifh, is the rife, 
, prOgrefs, and iftue of the mediation 
of the King of Spain. The Eng- 
lifh Miniftry ' begin with aflerting, 
with an aftonifhing tone of afturance, 
that the King was tha firft to feek a 
mediation ; and reprefents the gene- 
rous diligence of Spain, firft to pre- 
vent the war, and then to ftop the 
progrefs of it, as fo many acts of 
perfidy and fal/bood, in combination 
with his Majefty. 

The King will refrain from enter- 
ing into a detail of the circumftances, 
which preceded the mediation ; the 
meafures of the Catholic King to 
bring his Majeily to confent to it ; 
his cares to render it efficacious ; the 
reafons which obliged that Prince to 
recede from it; and the events which 
followed. All thefe have been 
treated with as much perfpicuity as 
exactnefs in the Expofe des Motifs y 
published by the King's order, and 
in the Observations thereon, made 
by the Court of Madrid. 

The Catholic King affirms, that 
it was not the King [of France] who 
made the firft overtures relative to a 
mediation, but that they came from 
the Englifti Miniftry, through the 
channel of Chevalier Efcarano. The 
honour and probity of that Monarch 
are too well known, not to let his 
affirmation prevail over that, which 
the Jufttfying Memorial attributes to 
the Court of London ; and the King 
thinks he may difpenfe with Sup- 
porting it with his teftimony. Fi- 
nally, if his Majefty feeks to juftify 
himfeif from this falSe aflertion, it 
is not becaufe he mould blufh to 
make any advances for the preser- 
vation of peace, but becaufe he 
thinks he ought to let the public 
know to what degree the Englifh 
Miniftry hath confulted truth in 
every part of its Memorial ; and to 
(hew the ftudied malice with which 
it ftrives to render his Majefty, as 



well as the Catholic Iwifig, ridktfl 

k>us. 

The King, who had no ambitious 
views, and to whom the war that 
was breaking out, was not matter of 
choice, but of fieceffity, accepted 
with eagernefs, the offer the Catho- 
lic King made of His mediation. He 
confented to enter into a negociation 
with the Court of London, on con- 
dition that the United States of Ame- 
rica Ihould be included in the recon- 
ciliation which was to refult from it. 
It is evident that this anfwpr was as 
Satisfactory as the Court of London 
could naturally defire ; unleSs it ex- 
pected that the King would debaie 
and dishonour him Self freely, even 
in the eyes of his enemies, by aban- 
doning the Americans, in the fame 
moment when he had connected him- 
feif with them by a Solemn treaty. 

The King's diSpoSitions were com- 
municated to the Englifh Miniftry ; 
but far from making a Suitable re- 
turn, or rather, far from perfiiling 
in what it had firft fhewn, it de- 
manded, as a preliminary to any 
negociation , that the declaration 
of the Marquis de Noailles mould 
be fupprefled. Thus the Conrt 
of London wanted the King to 
SubScribe, as a preliminary, to a con-* 
dition which he could not have ad- 
mitted, but after the moft unfuccefs- 
ful war. The Englifh Miniftera, * 
Surely, had not conceived Such a 
hope. They had ufed conciliating 
and pacific language, bocauSe they 
wanted to gain time againft France ; 
and they had accompHfhed that im- 
portant object when they made their 
excepting anSwer to the Court of 
Madrid. 

However, the propofition contain- 
ed in that anSwer, fhocked the King 
of Spain, and that Prince would 
have been greatly wanting to himSeif 
if he had advited the King to accept 
it. 

Thus the mediation came to no- 
thing, by the very aft of the Court * 
of London ; and it was evident it 

had 
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W fbciddtlfn s face it hafteaed to 
lend a fleet to fea, and to begin hof- 
tUxtiev by attacking and takmg hi* 
Majefty's fhips. But the battle off 
U&ant {hewed the Court of London 
that its anna were not invincible ; 
and it brought the Engiiih Miniftry 
back again to ideas of peace. Sere* 
ral of its emiftaries were lent to France 
to found, indire&ly, the King's Mi- 
nifters ; others addrefled themielves 
dire&ly to them, and the anfwer to 
each was, that his Majefty had not 
altered his difpoiitions ; but he was 
ftill ready to negotiate, even after 
the terms of the nrft overtures made 
to Spain. To fome, the conditions 
en which his Majefty would make 
peace were confidentially communi- 
cated. The conditions were, 

Fiiily, The Independence of the 
United States : 

Secondly, The exempting the 
Town of Dunkirk from the infpec* 
tion of the Court of London : 

Thirdly, The Freedom of Trade, 
of the' Eaft Indies and Africa. 

Fourthly, An equitable Regula- 
tion of the Newfoundland fiihery. 

The nrft of thefe conditions was 
a duty from which the King could 
not have departed without a ihame- 
ful breach of faith, 

The fecond was a convenience, 
and interefted the dignity of his 
'Crown. 

The third and fourth were in the 
rule of Juftice, and did not oiFer the 
leaft difficulty. 

The overtures of the BritUh Mi- 
niftry had no confequences with the 
King's Minifters j but it was thought 
proper to fendjthemto Madrid: they 
produced a frefli mediation of the 
king of Spain, and they authorized 
his Catholic Majefty the rather to 
think its difpofitions were fincere, as 
it had announced that it only fought 
to preferve the honour of the Bri~ 
tifh Crown, without doing the leaft 
injury to that of France, 

The Catholic King acquainted 
the King [of France] with the new 



> 



overtures of the Court of London,, 
and renewed his exhortations for 
peace. His Majefty not only haften- 
ed to give a fatisfa&ory anfwer, but 
he alio communicated to the Court 
of Madrid the conditions on which 
he confented to treat with England. 
Thefe conditions were only a repe-« 
tition of thofe already mentioned. 

The King of Spain, allured in a 
pofitive and irrevocable manner of 
the King's difpofitions, invited the 
Court of London to confide to him, 
on its part, the conditions on which 
it thought peace might be made. 
But that Court, accuftomedto an in- 
fidious policy, which its fecret views 
feemed doubtlefs to render nccefTary, 
gave a verbal anfwer, which ftrength- 
ened the Catholic King's hopes, 
whilft its official anfwer deitroyed 
any hope* by renewing its former 
propofitions. It required near two 
months for the Engiiih Minifters to 
digeft this double anfwer, or rather 
to perfuade itfelf, that the contra- 
diction it contained would efcape 
the cabinet of Madrid. A conducl 
fo infincere, and fuch unfatwradory 
difpoiitions, did not deter them, how- 
ever unkind they were to the Ca- 
tholic King. 

That Prince, in expectation of a 
favourable refolution dn the part of 
England, had propofed, eventually, 
to the King, to agree to a truce of 
feveral years. His Majefty agreed 
to this new plan, upon condition 
that the Americans, comprehended 
in this truce, ihould be treated as 
Independent, in fact, whilft it laft* 
ed. And the better to facilitate the 
meafures which the Catholic King 
propofed to offer to London, his Ma- 
jefty confented to a direct negotia- 
tion between the King of England 
and the United States, unleisthat 
Prince chofe rather to treat by the 
intervention of the Court of Madrid. 

It was not poffible to anfwer in a 
manner more conformable to the 
King of Spain's views ; and that 
Prince thought them fo very propor- 
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tsbtsate to the defoe which the Court 
of London had teftified to him for 
peace, that he did not hefitate to 
communicate them to it. 

The Englifti Miniftry delayed to 
give any anfwer from the month of 
January, laft year, till the 6th of 
March. That anfwer, maiked as it 
was, induced the King of Spain to 
believe, that the King of England 
was really difpofed to a reconcilia- 
tion, as well with France, as with 
the Americans ; and this preemp- 
tion determined his Majefty to pro- 
pofe a new plan, as his ultimatum* 
According to this plan, an unlimited 
truce was to be agreed upon, for En- 
rope, and for America. Whilft it 
lafted, the United States would have 
been regarded as independent, in 

fact : The trace was not to be 

broken till after a previous notice of 
one , year, each of the two parties 
were to remain in pofTeflion of what 
they ihould actually poftefs at the 
time of ratifying the treaty. Laftly, 
the King of England would have 
been mailer to treat of truce or 
peace, directly with the Americana. 

Thefe propofitions, engrafted, as 
we may fay, on the overtures of the 
Court of London itfelf, were com- 
municated without the King's privi- 
ty, becaufe the Catholic k King would 
not expofe them to the delays, Which 
the King's observations on the fiat u 
fut might occafion ; to which he 
could not have given aid, of himfelf, 
becaufe it was contrary to his en- 
gagements with the Americans, 
whkh from eventual, as they were at 
the condufion of the treaty, were 
become actual and definitive, fmce 
the commencement of hofhlities ; 
and the Catholic King himfelf al- 
lows that 'he "made the propofition in 
England, only to fatisfy his ftrong 
defire to pleafe the Court of Lon- 
don* 

But the King of England affeded 
to reject, with difdain, the propofi- 
tions of the Court of Madrid> as 



contrary to his honour, at the fama 
time when he made feveral attempts 
to fettle with the Americans, un- 
known to France and Spain. Tha 
"Catholic King, from this offenJbe 
procedure, loft all hopes of an ap- 
proaching reconciliation ; and. at 
length, that Prince faw himfelf ob- 
liged to take up arms, as well to 
avenge his own perfonal affronts, as 
to anfwer the obligations which con- 
nected him to his Majefty. 

Such is the faithful hiftory of die 
mediation. The King may difpenfe 
with replying to the reflections made 
by the Englifh Minifby, on the dif- 
ferent propofitions of the Court of 
Madrid; becaufe he not only did 
not fnggeft them, but becaufe ha 
never acceded to thofe concerning 
iheflatu quo, not being authorized 
to do it, by the United States. Y«t y 
his Majefty imagines he may be per* 
mitted to offer fome remarks on this 
affair. 

It is certain, that when the medi- 
ation was in full activity, England 
had not met with thofe checks, 
which might urge her to peace y 
but that State had fuftained, for four 
years, a very expenfive and fruitleft 
war again ft her former Colonies; and 
concurrent circumftances' had forced 
the King to make one common caufe 
with them : on the other hand, the 
Court of London knew the engage* 
ment which united France and Spam, 
and was perfectly informed of the 
confiderable armaments making in 
the Spanifh pom. The Catholic 
King had clearly declared their de£ 
tination, and the Englifli Miniftry, 
itfelf owns that it was not ignorant 
of it. In this ftate of affairs, \yhat 
part would Prudence have fuggefte4 
to the Court of London, that of 
fupporting, without any hopes of 
fuccefs, a bloody and ruinous war j J 
or of yielding to a fatality of cir- 
cumftances, which was its own pro- 
per work, in embracing the peace 
that was offered ? 

'The 
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The King of Spain, without af- 
fronting England, without raifing 
its indignation* and even without 
hurting its delicacy, might fuppofe 
that power would rather liilen to its 
fituation than its pride ; that, in- 
ftead of leaning to metaphyfical dif- 
tin&ions, it would be glad to lend 
an ear to an agreeable accommoda- 
tion ; die King of Spain not only 
hoped, but molt fincerely defired it ; 
and he faw, with regret, the mo- 
ment arrive when his engagements, 
joined to the refufals of juftice, with 
which he could reproach the Court 
of London, obliged him, at length, 
to take a part in the war. 
. In this tttuation-, is Spain to be 
condemned for having imagined the 
Engliih Cabinet might admit of an 
indefinite truce, and confent to 
treat the Americans as independent, 
in faft I Surely the Catholic King 
might propoie this la ft condition to 
the Court of London, after the ca- 
pit ataxic h of General Burgoyne, and 
trading over pacificating Commif- 
fcmers: and his Catholic Majefty 
,«oald not conceive that the Britifh 
Court could regard as infults, con- 
ditions much lefs extenfive than 
thofe which Holland demanded, and 
obtained, of Philip II. in 1610, 
under the aufpices of Great Britain. 

At the fame time when the Britifh 
Miniftry ftrove to reprefent the good 
offices of the King of Spain, as the 
effect of fraud, diflimulation, and 
criminal connivance, it fought to 
turn into ridicule the confent that 
the King had given to a direct nego- 
oation between England and the 
United States, but two words will 
be fajRcient to annihilate thefe high- 
founding phrafes, 'by help of which 
the Englifh Miniftry hath endea- 
voured to render its reflections, on 
that fubject, even fupportable. 

The King had concluded, with 
the Americans, a treaty of alliance, 
which the Englilh themfelves had 
Tendered obligatory. One of the . 



articles of this treaty was, That in 
cafe of a war, the two contracting 
parties mould not agree to either 
peace or truce with each other fingly. 
This ftipulation feemed to the King 
to tie his hands, and prevent his 
fubferibing to the firft overtures that 
had been made, in refpect to the 
mediation. His Majefty undertook 
to remove that obftacle ; and he 
the more willingly agreed to confent 
to a. feparate negociation with the 
Americans, becaufe that expedient 
might . fave the Court of London 
from the difagreeablenefs of treating 
with France, on the fate of its 
former fubjecls. It is this concili- 
ating meafure which the Engliih 
Miniflers ftrive to ridicule, by fay- 
ing his Majefty pretends to grant as 
a favour, to v the King of England, 
the liberty of treating directly with 
his rebellious fubje&s. 

The Court of London having, 
then, . rejected, without excufe, the 
mediation of the King of Spain ; 
after having, for a moment, deceiv- 
ed him by the moft apparently paci- 
fic difpofitions and overtures, forced 
that Prince to take a part in the 
war. This determination ought not 
to have furprized the Engliih Mini- 
flers, becaufe the Catholic King had 
clearly indicated it to them, at dif- 
ferent times. They were, neverthe- 
lefs, ftruck with an extreme aftonifh- 
rnent, becaufe they flattered them- 
felves, that, by their artful lan- 
guage, by the pxaifes inceflantly 
beftowed on the juftice of their 
Sovereign ; their fincere friendfhip 
for his Catholic Majefty ; by their 
repeated promifes of doing juftice to 
the Spaniards ; and by their endea- 
vours to render France fufpecled^ 
they flattered themfelves, that they 
fhou Id fucceed in detaching the 
Court of Madrid from its alliance 
with the Kingj in making the?. 
King of Spain forget the infults 
offered to his dignity ; and in in- : 
fluencing that Prince to remain, at 1 

leaft, 
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teaft, a quiet Spectator of the terrible - 
ftrokes which the King of England 
flattered himfelf he mould give to 
the French Monarchy. - * 

Thefe particulars will*, doubtlefs, 
be fufficient to acquaint the public 
with what boldnefs the Jujtifying 
Memorial impofes on them, in re- 
gard to the fafts relative to the me- 
diation : and to convince every im- 
partial reader, that neither the 
King, nor the King of Spain, have- 
belied the principles of honour and 
probity, which they profefTed, in 
that important occurrence. That, 
on the contrary, thefe two Sove- 
reigns gave the moft evident proofs 
of their love of peace ; that it is the 
Court of London itfelf that hath 
provoked the Catholic King ; that 
that Court put arms in his hands, 
as it had befoy in thofe of his Ma- 
jefty — In a word, that it is that 
Court which hath rendered neccf- 
fary the efforts of the two Monarchs 
to fet bounds, at laft, to the abufe 
which it hath too long made of its 
powefr. 

KENNETT, Mayor. 
A Common-council holden in the 
chamber of the Guildhall of the 
City of London, on Thtfrfday the 
I oth day of February, 1780. 
Refolved unanimously, That this 
Court doth now agree to petition the 
Honourable Houie of Commons on 
the expenditure of public money, 
and the increafing' influence of the 
Crown. 

Whereupon this Court doth no- 
minate and appoint Brafs Crofby, 
James Townfend, John Wilkes, 
John Sawbridgej John Kirkman, 
William Plomer, George Hayley, 
and Nathaniel Newnham, Efqrs. 
Aldermen; Mr. Deputy Jeremiah 
Percy, Mr. Samuel Thorp, Mr. 
Deputy William Saxby, Mr. Willi- 
am Anderfon, Mr, William Hur- 
ford, Mr. Nicholas Forfter, Mr. 
Deputy Lake Young, Mr. Lawrence 
Holker, Mr. Robert Holder, Mr. 
,Vol. IX. 



James Sharp, Mr. Charles Lincoln^. 
Mr. Thoihas William Prcflon, Mr,V 
John Withers, Mr. George Bodleyj[* 
Mr. j\nthony Facer Kemp, and,. 
Mr.- Jofiah Dornford, Commoners/ 
to- be a Committee, afliftftf by Mr. 
Recorder and Mr. Common Ser-' 
jeant, to withdraw immediately and. 
prepare a petition purfuant to the. 
faid refolution ; and the faid Com-' 
mittee withdrew accordingly, and. 
returning again into this Court, 
prefented the draft of a petition by 
them prepared, which, being twice 
read, was unanimoufly agreed to, . 
It is ordered, that the faid petl r 
tion be fairly tranferibed and iigned 
by the Town Clerk, andprefented 
by Mr. Sheriffs, attended by Mr. 
Remembrancer, forthwith to the- 
Honourable Houfe of Commons. 

Refolved, That the Committee! 
this day appointed to prepare the 
above petition . be empowered and' 
directed to correfpond with the 
Committees appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed, by the feveral counties, 
'cities, and boroughs, in this'king-l 
dom, for the purpofes mentioned in 
die faid petition ; and Mr. Recorder 
and Mr. Common Serjeant are de- 
fired- to attend the faid Committee 
when they mail be required. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That it 
be an inftruclion to the faid * Com-i 
mittee to meet fuch Members of the 
Committees of the ffcveral petition-* 
ing counties, cities, and boroughs,' 
as are now in London, or who may 
be deputed for the purpofe of pre- 
fenting or fupporting their peti^ 
tions, and who may think it necef- 
fary to confer on the means of pro^ 
moting . the common, object of the 
faid petition. " R 1 x," , , 

Saturday, February I z f 17&0. * 
Committee of Common-council foe 
correfponding wkh'the Commit- 
tees appointed, or to be appointed, 
by the feveral counties; cities, and 
boroughs in this kingdom. 
Ordered,. That a copy of the pe r 
tition of the Court of Common- 
I i council 
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council to the Honourable Houfe of 
Commons, on * tha expenditure of 
public money, and die increaiing 
influence of ' the Crown, agreed to 
m the 10th inJtant, together with 
the refolutiops of thrxfaid Court, 
thereon, fjzned by the Town-Clerk, 
be printed in all the public papers. 

" Ordered, That the motions made 
and debated in the Houfe of Lords, 
and the copies of their Lordihips 
minutes on • thofe occaiions, which 
Were laid before the Court of Com- 
mon-council on the 16th of Decern- 
liet laft, together with the refolu- 
tjon of thanks agreed to at the faid 
Court, and the letters from feyeral 
Peers laid' before the Court on the 
loth in ft ant, and the protefl of the 
Lords of the 8th in flan t, be printed, 
and copies thereof fent to every 
Member of the Court of Common - 
council, and 'to the Committees of 
die correfponding counties, cities, 
and boroughs.^ ' 

' Ordered, That this Committee' 
do meet ' in the CounciL-chamber, 
Crcildhall, every Friday at eleven 
tfclock in the forenoon ; and all 
letters intended for the Committee 
are defired to be directed to Mr* 
ltix, *Pown Clerk, at Guildhajl. 
Hu. 



BUCIONGHAMSHIRE. 

A* a meeting of the Nqbility,; 
Gentry,' Clergy, -Yeomanry, Free-! 
holders, and Tradefmen of the coun-! 
ty 1 of Bucks, held at the Town-Hall, 
in Aylelburjr, on Saturday tne 26th 
day 6f February, I7.8q, a petition 
addreifed to thj? Houfe of Commons 
wa$ read. , ■■ ' '• ' 

(The j>etition was fimiiar to that; 
©f.York.^ 

Refolded-, That the petition now 
read, is approved of by this' meeting/ 
and thatthe Members for the coun* 
tyb^defired tonrefentand fupport 

Refolved, That a Cpmmittee be 
appointed p carry on tne neceflary 



correfpondence, and to prepare a 
plan of aflbciation, on legal and 
conuitutional grounds, for the fup- 
port of that laudable reform, to- 
gether with fuch other meafures as. 
may conduce to reftore the freedom 
of Parliament, to be prefented by 
the Chairman of the Committee to 
this meeting, to be held by adjourn- 
ment, at the Town-Hall, in Aylef- 
bur)', on Thurfday the 13th day of 
April next, at eleven o'olock in the 
forenoon. 

Refolved, That the Committee 
coniift of the following Noblemen 
and Gentlemen : 

Duke of Grafton, Duke of Port- 
land, Earl of Surrey, Earl of Jcrfey, 
Earl Stanhope, Earl Temple,, Earl 
Spencer, Earl of Shelburne, Earl 
Verne.y, Vifcount Mahon, Vifcount 
Althprpe, Lord Beaulieu, Lord 
George Henry Cavendiih, Sir Ro- 
bert Clayton, Sir William Wake, 
Thomas Grenvijle^ Efq. John Au- 
brey, Efq. Thomas Wenman Coke, 
Efq- Jidmund Burke, Efq. Richard 
Hopkins, Efq. John Wilkes, Efq, 
Thomas Halfey, Efq. Robert Dor- 
mer, Efq, J.. Seare, Efq.. T. Carter, 
Efq. J. Taylor, Efq. Rich. Dayrell, 
Efq. E. Dayrell,£fq. Henry Tomp- 
kins, Efq. Geo. Francklin, Eiq. J. 
Morris, Efq. James Shipton, Efq. 
Richard Whitchurch, Eiq. Fiennes 
Trotman, Richard Burke, Efq. 

^Hollis, Efq. .the Rev. Edmund 
illward, the Rev. Lilly Butler* 
Rev. Charles Gough, Rev. Mat, 
Mayo, Rev. Geo. H. Purefoy, Rev. 
Richard Worley, Rev; Henry Bo- 
ners, Rev* James Price, Meflrs. 
John Fellowes^ Weftcott, Robert 
Wfbb of .Claydoa, Charles King, 
Shipton Lee, Edward Eccles, QuanU 
ton, Wil. Stone, Long .Creadon, 
MeiTrs. Tho. Thorpe, Oving^ John; 
£>ill, Ayleibury, Jo^n [, Franklin; 
Dinton, Caleb Cox, of Great Mif- 
fendori, Richard Eaft, Princea Rif- 
borough, jofeph Cpr$>ett, Adftock, 
J. FroA, Mifljendcn, Thoig. Theed,* 
Buckingham; 
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Buckingham, Philip Box, 
fame, James Bradford, of the fame, 
William Prentice, of the fame, Wil- 
liam Fenton, of the fame, J. Fel- 
Jowes, of the fame, William Wil- 
fon, ofLittongtoneDayrell, Robert 
Porter, Leckhamftead, Geo. Wood- 
ward, Chalfont, John Bailey, Chef- 
ham, Patrick Heybourne, Chefham, 
John Nam, Chefham, D. Pope, 
Che/ham, John Davis, Cheneys, 
Newman Williatt, Honwoood, 
Grant Hewitt, Honwood, Joieph 
Tilcock* Eddlefborough, Thomas 
Deyerell the youager, Swanbourne^ 
John Bull, Swanbourne, Benjamin 
Dudjey, Winflow, Jos. Lucas, Win- 
grave, ■ Burt, High- Wy- 
combe, Landflade, ditto, 
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XfaacKing, ditto, Edward Bloxham, 
Stoney-Stratford, Robert Pierfon, 
Newport Pagnell, Walter Beaty, 
ditto, Robert Perratt, Newport, 
Morris Smith, Olney, Wm. Grover, 
Boveney, Edmond Grove, Penn. 

Refolved, That a meeting of twelve, for his ready compliance with* thej;e-, 
members be empowered to aft, and ' queft of the yeomen, freeholders, and! 



for the borough o£ Qhippjng W)r-> 
combe, all of this county,, for theit 
fupport of the motion made in *hn 
Houfe of Commons, on liyTonday 
the aifl inft. for the production of 4 
lift of all pennons payable a^ phe Ex- 
chequer, or elfewhere, together with 
the names of all perfons receiving 
the fame. ._ 

Refolved, That it be an inftru&i- 
on to the faid Committee, that they; 
do write letters to all members of 
Parliament, ferving for the borough 
within this county, requeuing them 
to fupport the objects of this petiti- 
on in Parliament. 

Refolved, That the thanks of thil 
meeting be given to the yeomen* 
freeholders, and tra'defmen qf this 
county, who figned the requeft, to 
the High-Sheriff to call this meet- 
ing* * 

Refolved, That the thanks, of this 
meeting be given to the High-Sheriff 



that their a£b be coniidered as the 
aft* of the Committee, and that the 
Committee have power to add to 
their number. 

Refolved, That the practice of 
figning prptcfts, by perfons not pre-, 
fent at a county meeting, openly 
convened for the purpofe by previous 
public advertifement, in oppofition 
to the refolutions of fuch meetings, 
fo publicly convened, is fubverfive 
of all conftitutional union, and tends 
to millead Parliament and the Pub- 
lic in regard to the fentiments of the 
people. * 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Right Hon. 
EarlVerney, and Thomas Grenville, 
Efq. Knights of the Shire, John 
Anhrey, Efq. Member for the bo- 
rough of Aplefbury, William Drake, 
fen. Efq. William Drake, jun. Efq. 
members for the borough of Amerw 
iham, James Grenville, Ef<j, mem- 
ber fer the borough of Buckingham, 



tradefmen of this county, and for hi* 

conduct as Chairman at this meetings 

.Refolved, That the aJ>ove refoJlu- 

tion be printed in the public papers,. 

figned by the Chairman. t ^ 

Refolved, Tlvu this meeting ]be 

adjourned, to Thurfday the 13th dajr ; 

of April next, at t)ie Town-hall i& 

Ayleftjury, at eleven o'clock in the- 

forenoon. ., \ lkiJ ^_ 

Isaac Eelis, Chairman. 

N OX TING ■ fit A Ml <- 
. At a meeting of the,^mnty of. 
Nottingham, held at theMpot-halk 
on the. 38th day of February, ;.X78.fto 
the following refolutions were.,p*o- 
pofed, and unanimously agreed, to/ 
(except one diflenting voice) viz. t 

ill, Refolved— That the petition; 
now read to thi$. meeting, addrefled, 
to the Houfe of Commons, and, re« 
quelling that effectual meafures ma£ 
be taken by that Houfe* to enquiry 
into and correct the grofs abules i* 

I i z tke 
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the expenditure of public money; 
to reduce all exorbitant emoluments 
of office ; to refcind or abolifh all 
finequre places and unmerited pen-, 
fions, is approved by this meeting. 
' 2d, 'Refolved — That a Commit- 
tee be appointed for carrying into 
cffeft, as far as may be, all the re. 
folutions of this meeting, and that 
fuch Committee fhall confift of the 
twenty-three following gentlemen : 

Duke of Portland, Lord Edward 
Bentinck, Lord George Sutton, Mr. 
George Sutton, Mr. Thomas Sutton, 
Mr. Charles Sutton, Mr. Hewett, 
Mr. Difney Ffytche, Rev. Dr. Dif- 
ney, Mr. -Acklom, Mr. Donfton, 
Mr. J. Cartwright, Mr. Sikes, Mr. 
Focklington, Nir. Pocklington, of 
Carlton, . Rev. John Edwards, Mr. 
Huifh, Sir George Savile, Mr. A-' 
thorpe, Mr. Nevile, Mr. Meadows, 
Reverend Edmund Cartwright, Mr. 
Gilbert Cooper. 

3d, Refolved — That this Com- 
mittee fhall confift of the forenamed 
gentlemen, and that feven fhall form 
a quorum, and that their afts fhall 
be confidered as the acts of the Com- 
mittee. That the gentlemen of the 
Committee fhall be empowered to 
add tO their number when found ne- 
ceflary. 

: 4th, Refolved — That the Com- 
mittee be defired to meet this even- 
ing, at feven o'clock, and to hold 
their future meetings by their own 
adjournments. 

-5th, Refoived^-Thaf the faid 
Committee be inftru&ed to corref- 
pon<i with the Committees of other 
counties, cities, and towns, in order 
to obtain, in a legal and conftitutional 
manner, fhfc object of the petition. 

• 6th, Refolved— That the * Mem- 
bers of this county be defired to pre- 
sent this petition; and that the 
Committee be defired to write to the 
Members of Parliament refpetting 
the' boroughs in this county, to de- 
1 fire their fupport in Parliament to 
this petition. 



7th, Refolved — That the thank* 
of this Meeting be given to the gen- 
tlemen, who, by public advertife^ 
ment, requefted this Meeting. 

8th, Refolved — That the thanks 
of this Meeting be given to Lord 
Edward Bentinck and Charles Mea- 
dows, Efq. the Members for this 
county, for having fupported Sir 
George Savile's motion, that all 
fubfifting penfions be laid before ' 
Parliament. 

9th, Refolved— That the thanks 
of this Meeting be given to thofe 
noblemen and gentlemen, who, in 
both Houfes of Parliament, have 
ftreriuoufly oppofed the increafe of 
the public burthen, and uniformly 
endeavoured to fupport the indepen- 
dence of the reprefentatives of the 
people, by correcting thofe abufes 
of government, unfettled accounts,, 
and unmerited penfions. 

loth, Refolved — That the thanks 
of this- Meeting be given to the Duke 
of Portland for his attendance here 
this day. ■, 

nth, Refolved— That the thanks 
of this Meeting be given to thofe 
gentlemen who this day fo ably fup- 
ported the principle of the petition. 

1 2th, Refolved — That the thanks 
of this Meeting be given to George 
Donfton, Efq. Chairman, 

13th, Refolved— That the faid 
Committee be defired to ufe their 
efforts for promoting the objett of 
the petition, by a due attention to 
the proper means of counteracting 
allfuch attempts as may be made to 
mifreprefent the proceedings of this 
Meeting, or to deceive or impofe 
upon the inhabitants of the county, 
by artful hand-bills, or any other 
means ; fo that the inhabitants may- 
be enabled to judge who are their 
friends, and who are not. 

14th, Refolved— That the thanks 
of this Meeting be given to the 
Dukes of Norfolk, Devonfhire, and 
Rutland ; the Earls of Suffolk, Stam- 
ford, Ferrars, and FitzwilHam ; 
.'■■■' Lor* 
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Lord George Sutton, Sir George Sa- 
vile, Mr. Meadows, Mr. Sutton, 
Mr. Hewett, Mr. Plumtree, Mr. 
Fredrick Montague, Mr. Thoroton, 
and the Rev. William Holmes, who 
this day communicated their hearty- 
concurrence in the prayer of the 
petition. 

15 th. Refolved — That the pro- 
ceedings of this day be forthwith 
printed in the public papers. 

16th, Refolved— That this Meet- 
ing be 1 adjourned to Friday the 19th 
day of May next enfuing, then to 
meet at this place, at twelve o'clock 
in the forenoon. 

George Donston, Chairman. 
COMMITTEE. 

Mansfieldy Snvan Inn, /even 0* clock, 
February 28, 2780. 
PRESENT, 

Duke of Portland, Mr. Charles 
Sutton^ Mr. Gilbert Cooper, Mr. 
Difney Ffytche, Mr. Pocklington, 
Mr, Pocklington, of Carlton, the 
Rev. Dr. Difney, Mr. Sikes," Mr. 
John Cartwright, Mr. Nevile. 

lit, Refolved — That Mr. We- 
tham, the Rev. George Walker, 
Mr. William Dickfon Raftal, Mr. 
Charles Cartwright, Mr. Unwin, 
and Mr. Frederick Montague, be 
added to the Committee. 

2d, Refolved — That the names of 
the additional members of this Com- 
mittee, contained in the firft refolu- 
tion of this everting, be published 
along with the other names of the 
members thereof. 
- 3d, Refolved —That this Meeting 
be adjourned to Monday the fixth 
day March of next, then to be held 
at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
at the tavern in Newark. 

Portland, Chairman. 



ExtraSi of a letter from Cambridge, 
March 10. 
Yeflerday a meeting of this cor- 
poration was held at the Town-hall, 
agreeable .to notice given in lafl 
peek's paper, when the^following 



petition and re-folutfoas were mnani- 
moufly agreed to : 
To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great-Britain in Parliament of- 
fembledi 
Tie bumble Petition of the Mayor, 
Bailiffs and Burgeffts ef the Town 
tf Cambridge, in Common Hall 
ojfembled ; 

Sheweth, 
That this nation has been, engag- 
ed for feveral years in an expenfive * 
and moll unfortunate war; the con- 
fequence of which hath been a con-- 
fiderable addition to the Rational 
debt, a decline of trade, a rapid and 
alarming decreafe in value of the 
landed property of this kingdom, 
and an accumulation of taxes, by 
which your petitioners find them- 
felves much oppreiTed. 

That the reduction of the public 
expence has, by all orders of the 
community, been long thought a 
proper expedient, and your petiti- 
oners are now convinced it is a ne- . 
ceflary one ; and that a reformation 
in the public* expenditure, and an 
ceconomical management of the re- 
venues of the ilate, will greatly pro- 
mote real content among his Ma- 
jeuy's fubje&s, and inipire thorn 
with that unanimity fo neceffiuy to 
a vigorous exertion of the force of 
this empire againfl its combined ene- 
mies France and Spain, and to the 
reftoring its Jate flouriflung itate. 

Your petitioners, therefore, ap- i 
pealing to this Honourable Houie, 
and confidering the members thereof 
as their conftitutional guardians, do 
moft earneftly requefl th«y will take, 
and urge with perfeverence, the moft 
effectual means to-correct all abufei 
in the expenditure of public money; 
to reduce all exorbitant emoluments 
of office; to refcind or abolifh all 
finecure places and unmerited pen- 
sions, which tend to give an uncon-* 
flitutional influence to the Minifters 
of the Crown, and burthen the fub- 
je& beyond what the abfolate necef- 
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fides of the State require. And your 
petitioners, will ever pray, &x. 

Given under our common feal the 
9th day of March, 1780. 

Refolved — ift, That the petition 
now read is unammoufly approved 
by this meeting. 

idly, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Tho. Bond, Efq . 
Mayor, for his ready compliance in 
the requeft made to bim for Summon- 
ing a Common -hall. 

3dly, That the Members of this 
town be requefted, by Mr. Mayor, 
to prefent this petition to the Houfe, 
and fupport h when it comes under 
consideration. 



SUFFOLK. 

March 14, 1780. 
On Thurfday laft a numerous and 
refpeelabfc meeting of the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen of the coun- 
ty of Suflblk, was held at Stow- 
market, in purfuance of the 
High-SherifPs advertifement, who 
opened the bufinefs, and declining 
the Chair, Mr. Maynard was called 
Bpon to prefide, when he propofed, 
that the gentlemen who had fub- 
fcribed the requifition to the Sheriff, 
with fuch other gentlemen as mould 
chufe to join them, lhould be a 
Committee for preparing a petition, 
which was immediately done and 
read as follows : 
To the Hon, , the Commons of Great 

Britain, in Parliament affemhled: 
The petition of the Nihility, Centfemen, 
Clergy, Freeholders , and Land' 
owners of the county of Suffolk ; 

Sheweth, 
That this nation hath been en- 
gaged for feveral ' years, in a molt 
expenfive and unfortunate war; that 
many of our valuable colonies hav- 
ing actually declared themfelves in- 
dependent, have formed a ftritt con- 
federacy with France and Spain, the 
dangerous and inveterate enemies of 
Great Britain ; that the confequence 
of thofe combined misfortunes hath 
been a large addition to the national 



debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes* 
ahd a rapid decline of the trade, ma- 
nufactures, and land-rents of the 
kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminifhed re- 
fources and growing burthens of this 
country, and convinced that rigid 
frugality is now indifpenfibly necef- 
fary in every department of the ftate, 
your petitioners obferve with grief, 
that netwithftanding the calamitous 
and impoverished condition of the 
nation, much public money has beea 
improvidently fquandered, and that 
many individuals enjoy finecure 
places, efficient places with exorbi- 
tant emoluments, and penfions un- 
merited by public fervice, to a large 
and ftifl increafing amount, whence 
the Crown has acquired a great and 
unconfHtntional influence, which, if 
not checked, may foon prove fatal 
to the liberties of this country. 

Your petitioners conceive, that 
the true end of every legitimate Go- 
vernment, is not the emolument of 
any individual, but the welfare of 
the community ; and confidpr that, 
by the conftitution of this realm, 
the national purfe is intrufted, in a 
peculiar manner, to the cuftodyof 
this Honourable Houfe ; they there- 
fore appeal to your juftice, and do 
moll earneftly requeft that effectual 
meafures may be taken to inquire 
into and correct the grofs abuies in 
the expenditure of public money ; 
to regulate and controul the lavifo- 
extraordinaries of army, navy, and 
ordnance, to reduce all exorbitant 
^emoluments, t© refcipd and abolifh 
all finecure places and unmerited 
per.fions, and to appropriate the 
produce to the neceifities of the 
State, in fuch manner as to th« 
wifdom of Parliament (hall feem 
meet. 

Then a converfation took place 
refpe&ing the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, and a refolu$ion moved 
and agitated thereon ; but* after,, 
fome time, it was agreed to poft- 
pone the further difcuifion of that 
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matter, until the 34th of April, the 
day of adjournment of this meeting. 

After this, letters from Lord Pe 
Ferrars, Admiral Keppel, Mr, Holt r 
and Mr. Scrivener were read* la- 
menting that they were prevented, 
attending the meeting, and expref- 
fing their hearty . concurrence in the 
purpofe-of the petition* 

Then the following resolutions 
were agreed upon, via. 

That the petition, when figned, 
be tranfmitted to the Reprefentatives 
of the county, who are requeued to 
prefent it to Parliament, and to give 
it their utmofi fupporu 

That copies of the petition he^ 
fent to the Reprefentatiyes of> 
the feveral boroughs in the coun- 
ty of Suffolk, and that they he re-. 
quefted to give it their countenance 
and fupport in Parliament. 

That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the High-Sheriff, for his 
readinefs in giving the, county this 
opportunity of affembling ; to the 
Chairman, tothe. Duke of Grafton, 
Sir Charles Bunbury, Sir Charles 
Davers, and Sir.Gerrard Vanneck 
for their attendance. 

And the. meeting was then ad- 
journed to Monday the 24th- day 
of April next,, to receive the report 
of the Representatives of the fuccefs; 
of their application to Parliament. 
Thomas Mayhard, Chairman. 



MORPETH, March 8, 1780. 

At a general meeting of the coun- 
ty, held here this day, in purfuance 
of public advertifements, Andrew 
Rqbinfon Bowes, Efq. High-Sheriff, 
in the chair, a petition to Parliament, 
fox an enquiry into the profufe ex- 
penditure of public money, was 
moved for and feconded, and the 
quefti»n being put, it was refolved, 
with' only two diffenting voices j of 
which the following is a copy ; 
tfo the Honourable the Commons of 
' Great Britain in Parliament of- 

JembUd* 



The Petition of the Noble nun % Gen- 
tlemen , Clergy , Freeholders, 1 and 
Landholders of the County pf Nor* 
thumberland z 

Sheweth, 
THAT your petitioners coniider* 
i»g the vaft Aims of money whick 
have been expended, as well as the 
g*eat increafe of the national debt, 
occasioned by the prefent moll un- 
fortunate war* and being fenlibly 
affected by the heavy load of taxes 
already laid on the fubje&s of this 
kingdom, and. apprehenfive that 
others muft foon be impofed* hum- 
bly requeft this Honourable Houfe, 
ferioufly to turn their attention to 
the diminifhed refources and grow- 
ing burthens of this country. 

Your petitioners conceive that la 
this time of national diftrefs, it will 
be neceffary, as much as poffible, to 
alleviate the public burthens, b/ 
abolishing iinecure and ufelefsplaces p 
and reducing the exorbitant ialaries 
and perquiujpes annexed to others, 
the difpofal 6f which not only occa- 
iions a great wafte of public treafure^ ; 
but gives an unconihtutional power, 
to the Minifters of the Crown, 

Your petitioners humbly conceive 
that the interpofition of this Ho- 
nourable Houfe in thefe points, and 
a diligent annual examination into 
the expenditure of the public money, 
muft be productive of great national, 
good, and enable this country, by- 
properly directing and combining it» 
refources, to prevail over its moit 
powerful enemies. 

They efteem it their duty, there* 
fore, to addrefs this Honourable 
Houfe, hoping that the reafonablo 
requeft of this petition will be taken 
in_to their moft lerious confideration. 
And your petitioners fhall ever 
pray, &c. 

After which the following refolu- 
tions were propofed and agreed to, 
nem. ccn* 

Refolved, That letters be written 
by the High, Sheriff, in the name, of 

thi$ 
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this meeting, to the Reprefentatives 
of this county in Parliament, requeu- 
ing them to prefent the petition to 
the Houie of Commons, and to give 
it their fupport. 

'Refolved, That the thanks of thia 
meeting be given to Andrew Robin- 
fon Bowes, Efq. the High-Sheriff, 
for his ready compliance wih the re- 
quifmion for convening the county. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to his Grace the 
Duke of Portland, and the Earl of 
Tankerville, for honouring the 
meeting with their prefence, and 
fupporting the petition. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
' meeting be given . to the Noblemen 
and gentlemen who figned the re- 
quifition to the High-Sheriff. 

' Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Members of 
both Houfes of Parliament, who 
have moved and fupported thofe im- 
portant queftions which promote the 
great objects of the petition. 

"Refolved, That the High-Sheriff - 
be requeued to give an early intima- 
tfon to the county of the fuccefs of 
the .petition, and' to report the an- 
fwer of the Members, by calling a 
public meeting of the^ county* 

HEREFORD. 

; At a meeting of the Gentlemen, 
Clergy, Freeholders, and Land- 
holders of this county, held at the' 
Shire-hall, in Hereford,, on Satur-, 
day the nth of this infant, March, 
the following petition, addreffed to 
the- Houfe of Commons, was read 
and approved of, with only three 
cfiflenting voices : 

y<? 'the Honourable the Commons of 
Great-Britain, in Parliament af 
fern bled, 
Tie Petition of fenjeral of the Nolle- 
men, Gentlemen, Clergy, Free- 
holders, and Landholders, of the 
county of Hereford : . 

Sheweth, 
That this nation hath been engag- 
ed for feveral years in a molt expen- 



se and unfortunate contert with 
many of her colonies, and that 
France and Spain, the dangerous 
and inveterate enemies of Great* 
Britain, have taken advantage of 
thefe circumilances, and proceeded 
to.unjuir. and unprovoked hoftilities, 
and that the confequences of thefe 
combined misfortunes have been a 
large addition fa the national debt, ' 
a. heavy accumulation of taxes, a 
rapid decline of trade, and an un- 
common fcarcity -of money in the 
kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminiihed re- 
fources and growing burthens of this 
country, and convinced that rigid 
frugality is now indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary in every department of the 
State, your^ petitioners apprehend 
that much public money has been 
improvidently fquandered ; and that 
many individuals enjoy ufelefs places, 
and finecures, with exorbitant emo- 
luments, and penfions unmerited by 
public fervice, to a large and ftill 
increafing amount, whence the 
Crown hath acquired a great and 
unconftitutional influence, which, if 
not checked, may prove fatal to the 
liberties of this country. 

Your- petitioners, therefore, ap- 
pealing to your juftice, do moll ear- 
neftjy requefi that you will -take fuch 
meafures as will tend effectually to 
enquire into, and correct the grofs 
abufes in the expenditure of the 
public money ; to reduce all exor- 
bitant emoluments ; to refcind and 
aboliih all ufelefs places, finecures, 
and unmerited penfions ; and ap- 
propriate the produce thereof to the 
neceflities of the State, in fuch man- 
ner as to the wifdom of Parliament 
ihall feem meet. 

After which the following refolu- • 
tions were propofed, and agreed to :* 
Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Thomas Phil- 
lipps, Efq. for his aceptance of the 
Chair. 

Refolved, That inftruclions be 
given to the Members of this coun- 
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ty, requefting them to fupport the 
objefts of the petition in Parlia- 
ment ; and that they be required to 
fend their report to the Chairman, 
to be immediately communicated to 
the gentlemen of this county. 

RefoireU, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Uvedale 
Price, Efq. for opening the bufinefs 
of the petition in a fpirited and 
manly fpeech. 

Refolved, That, the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Hon. 
Edward Foley, Sir George Come- 
wall, Bart. John Scudamore, Rich- 
ard Paine Knight, and James Wal- 
wyn, Efqrs. for their firm and 
fteady fupport of the petition. 

Refplved, That the above peti- 
tion and refolutions be printed in 
the three next Hereford and Glou- 
cefter Journals, and in the London 
papers. 

MIDDLESEX COMMITTEE. 
Frtt-MafotCs Tavern, March 11. 

Whereas there hath been this day 
tranfmitted to this Committee, from 
the general meeting of deputies, 
appointed by the feveral petitioning 
counties, cities and towns, a copy 
of their refolves, containing propo- 
sitions for a General Plan of Affoci- 
ation, and alfo a Memorial, j unify- 
ing the faid propofitions, with a 
Circular Letter from the Chairman of 
the faid meeting : 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
Committee are of opinion that the 
faid refolves, and the circular letter 
annexed thereto, are formed upon 
the beft policy for bringing all the 
faid petitioning counties, cities, and ' 
towns, and others which have not 
yet petitioned Parliament for a re- 
drefs of national grievances, into 
that well-compa£led union, which 
cannot fail of 'giving fuccefs in the 
end to the prayers of the people, 
by repairing the injuries which this 
confUtution hath fuffered, and by 
eradicating from it that dangerous 

Vol. IX. 



influence of the Crown, which hath 
nearly fapped its- foundation. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That thit 
Committee do adjourn the confidera- 
tion of the particular proportions, 
tranfmitted by the faid meeting of 
Deputies, to Tuefday the 4th day 
of April. '> ..:.,; 

And whereas, it is. requeued by 
the faid meeting of Deputies, that 
this, as well as every other Com- 
mittee, would take the moft efFec- 
-tual means for 1 circulating their faid 
Memorial through the kingdom, by 
which they truft all meh will be im- 
prefTcd with the propriety of thofe 
meafures which they have propofed. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
Committee do publifh (together with 
the refolves of this meeting) the 
faid Memorial, with the whole of 
the refolutions and circular letter 
fo tranfmitted to them. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given 
to James Townfend, Efq. George 
Prefcot, Efq. and the Rev. Robert 
Bromley, the Deputies from this 
Committee to the general meeting 
of Deputies, for their faithful exe- 
cution of the important trull repofed 
in them, and their temperate and 
judicious conduct in fupport of the 
opinions of the Committee. 

James Townsend, Chairman. 

At a meeting of Deputies from 
the counties of York, Surrey, Mid* 
dlefex, SufTex, Gloucefter, Hert- 
ford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorfet, 
Bucks, Chefter, Devon, and EfTex, 
from the cities of London, Weft- 
minfter, and Gloucefter, and the 
towns of Newcaftle and Notting- 
ham, holden at the St. Alban's 
Tavern, and afterwards by feveral 
adjournments at the Great Room in 
King*ftreet, St. James's, on Satur- 
day the nth, Tuefday the 14th, 
Wednefday the 15th, Friday the 
17th, Saturday the 18th, and Mon- 
day the 10th days of March, 1780. 

Kk The. 
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The Reverend Christopher Wy* 
%5U, one of the Deputies from the 
county of York, in the Chair. 

Refolved, That the Peputies 
from the Committee! of the diffe- 
rent petitioning co untie?, cities, 
and towns, Shall vote by deputa- 
tions, each deputation giving one 
vote. 

Read and approved the following 
MEMORIAL, containing REA- 
SONS for a PLAN of ASSOCI- 
ATION, prcrpofed by the Depu- 
ties from the Several counties, ci- 
ties, an,d towns, who have petiti*- 
oned Parliament for a redrefi of 
grievances* 

If there ever was a period in the 
annals of this country for popuite 
jealoufy to be awake, and popular 
virtue to exert itfelf, it is the pre* 
fent. Other eras have been mark- 
ed by partial inroads on the Consti- 
tution, grafping at particular pre- 
rogatives, and narrowing chiefly 
the fubordinate branches of civil li- 
berty. But whatever was their 
meafure, difappointment and over- 
throw have generally been their 
fate. That public virtue, which 
hath diftingui/hed Englishmen, ne- 
ver forfook our ancestors in the hour 
of important trial, never left the ar- 
bitrary mind to triumph finally in 
fucceu. Their Representatives in 
the legislative body might be de- 
pended on at the national call, and 
•in that barrier they ever found 
themfelves impregnable. 

What is our fituarion at prefent ? 
By the operation of a defpotic fyf- 
tem, which has continued, with very 
little intermiffion, near nineteen 
years, and is now almoft compleated 
by a' dangerous Administration, the 
very vitals of the Constitution have 
received a mortal wound : not this 
©r that partiality of the reigning 
mind has been gratified, but the 
whole capacity of popular freedom 



has been (truck at : we*are arrived at 
the crifis, which the wifeft of politic 
cal writers have uniformly {narked 
for the downfall of Britain* * nubtn 
tbt Ugiftutiwt body jktll bscom* ds 
eorruft at tb$ ixecutivt* and difeu- 

dtnt Uf69 il« 

Let any man look back to the laws 
which have paflcd only in the tea 
laft Seflions of Parliament, forming 
as it were, Step by Step, a Qui* of 
JPrerogotiw, which has already 
.brought withb its vortex the pri- 
mary parts of civil, religious, com* 
mercial, and military Admiaiftre* 
tie*, wkhin the kingdom, or its 
dependencies, not excepting froaa 
its vaft controul all the branches- of 
the Royal Family, and. but too pro- 
bably the Socceffion of the Crown ! 
let him look back to theSe, and tfcen * 
doubt if the executive power has not 
found its way to the corruption of 
the legislative. Let him bencld a 
venal majority in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, Seffion after Sef&on, moving 
obfequious to the nod of the Minister, 
and giving the legislative faaftioa 
to propositions, not only big with 
the fate of their country, but often 
-militating ajrainft^the £rH principles 
of the Conratution^ and the declared 
voice of their constituents ; '. while 
every effort of reafon and argument, 
urged by an independent few, has 
only been anfwered by mumbtrt, 
dumb to every other reply: sad 
then let him judge how enormous 
that corruption muft be. But let 
him bring his observation to the ita* 
mtnfe patronage of the Crown* dif- 
fufed over this legislative body in the 
beflowal of offices, and where officii 
are too few, or not lucrative enough 
to fatiato the corruption of individu- 
als, ia ruinous contracts, in profufe 
penfions, fome. known, and others 
itudioufly concealed : ler thefe be 
confidered, and the terms above- 
mentioned, in which the crifis of 

British 
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BritifH freedom is marked, are in- 
disputably fulfilled/ the hgijlatiw 
b9dy is at corrupt as tbt txtcntivf, 
und dtftnimt ufox iu 

For us then it is referred to feel 
ourfelves bowed down under that in- 
tolerable oppreffion, which to a Bri- 
tifh mind, in any pa(l wneratioa, 
could appear bat at a fearful fpecula- 

tion THE INOHMOUS, THK COM- 

?ACTLT ACCUMULATED, THI ALL- 
DEVOtTRlNC INFLUENCE OF THE 

Crowk. Uy an unhappy war with 
America, begotten iu the fir ft in fo- 
lence of this defpotic fyftem, and 
nurfed with a view of giving com* 
pletion to it, this fatal influence has 
been armed with more ample means 
than ever it enjoyed before, for en- 
Having Parliament, in the. private ap- 
plication of no fmall part of thofe 
monies, which have far' exceeded the 
fopplies of former wars, and have 
been obtained under the pretext of 
neceiTary public fervice: while the 
nation itfelf, in every fpecies of its 
property, in every department of its 
commerce, in every defcription of its 
people {thofe only excepted who have 
become great on the fpoils of the 
public) hath vifibly funk almoft into 
beggary. Never, furely, did any 
country experience fb fudden a reverie 
irom profperity to depreffion* It took 
place, it covered us, while we began 
hut to forboile it. The weight of its 
tvils now refts on our heads in the 
alarming fall of rents, the decay of 
manufactures, the accumulation of 
taxes, the fUgnation of all credit : at 
the fame time there- is hut tlie proba- 
bility of worfe en faing after oad'-~ 
the humble and temperate petitions 
pf an ©pprefjed people are antwered 
if not wkh infolence, yet hitherto 
with Unfeeling neglect — the opprek 
fors of the land are itill cherifhed, 
nay, rewards and honours keep pace 
with the accumulation of their mii- 
conducV— Men of integrity, on whom 
the public confidence would reft, are 
ca<t out— ^and amidd all thefe, we 



have the mortifying reflection to find, 
that an: Adminiftratiori, thus hoftile 
to the people, though poflefltng of- 
tenfibly the refponfibility of office, is 
entrenched, or labours to entrench 
itfelf behind the Royal Perfon, co- 
vered with prerogatives, which would 
exempt him from doing wrong. 

Thefe are evils which muft be re- 
drefled, if we would not be iKgma- 
tized ibr l}ayes, to the lateft genera- 
tions. It is the definition of an 
Englifhman to bzjeaUus of the in- 
fluence of the Crown : It is the de- 
finition of a Member of the Britifti 
Parliament to citci it. Shall both 
forfeit for ever, nay, cover in ftiame, 
the luftre of their proper eharatter f 
The reproach hath been caft on us 
all but too long, and chiefly by thofe 
who have dealt out the arts of cor* 
ruption, that it is to our own want 
of public virtue, in the choice of our 
Representatives, we are indebted 
for any invailons our liberties fuf- 
tain. It is time, therefore, that 
virtue fhould fhew itfelf. And, 
however it may blaft the thriving 
hopes of nower, yet Princes ought 
to be overjoyed to have fubjefts, to 
whom honour is dearer than every 
thing elfe. 

f Tis from neceffity, therefore, 
founded in fuch reafons as neither 
their honour nor their understanding 
can overlook, that the numerous pe- 
titioning counties, cities and towns 
of England, have taken the alarm, 
and have ftepped forth by applicati- 
ons to Parliament* and by fuch con- 
stitutional Aflociations as may give 
vigour to their Petitions, Amf we 
liope, while thecaufe continues, that 
the alarm will never ceafe, but that 
all will fee their intereft and their 
danger undlfguifed, and come for- 
ward., till there be but one voice 
throughout the land. 
. We are perfuaded^ under circum- 
stances; fo pref&rigas the prefent, that 
nothing can givfc effectual redref^to 
all the evils we feel, tut a refterati- 
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on of the freedom and independency counties. Taking things as they 
of Parliament, by a reform in all ftand at prefent, there is not the 
thofe circumftances, which are at 
prefent the. avenues and eftablifh^ 
ment,s of a corrupted influence. And 
nothing can put us in a full poEeffi* 
on of; that deferable and moft necef- 
fary event, but a vigorous, com- 
pacted, and unfhaken union of all 
independent men throughout the 
kingdom. 

. Wherefore, we. do moft anxioufly 
recommend it to all claffes of citizens, 
and efpe&a'Uy to thofe who have 
votes for the returning of any Mem^ 
bers to Parliament, as t,hey value thelt 
liberties, tlje prefervation of their 
remaining properties, and the res- 
cuing of theif pofterity from uncon* 
ftitutional dominion, to unite them- 
felves in a firmpurpofe of obtaining, 
from their Reprefentatives, thofe 
Alutary reforms (the ■; outlines of 
which are hereafter fubmitted) by 
the eftablifhment whereof, the door 
jnuft be effectually fhut. on corrupti* 
on ; and jointly and fevcrally to 
perfevere, regardlefs of every con^ 
fideration to the contrary, until they 
ft all have obtained the fame. 

In the firft place then, it mult be 

£vi4env that a reformation is indif- 

penfible in the Civil Eftablifhment; 

which has grown to fuch a fund of 

corruption, in an infinity of offices, 

either ; ufelefs. in their ■ nature, or 

greatly overpaid in their excife— r* 

in tjae means it affords for a fhame- 

ful expenditure in penfions unme- 
rited by fervices-^ — in the wafte 

committed in the receipt of its mo*. 

jaies, and the making up of its ac- 
counts. /Tis impoffible, humanly 

/peaking, that while thefe temptatL- 

ons exift, any Aflembly, on whom 

they are preflfed, fhould be compleat- 

Jyfree. / , 

In the. ne-xt place, experience hath 



probability of a balance againft the 
influence which now corrupts, with- 
out an augmentation of Knights of 
Shires, attentively chofen. lAnd 
taking things as we hope to find 
them fhbrtly, when many branches 
of corruption may be lopped off, 
fuch augmentation will give the 
greateit fecurityto v c national inte- 
reft, in the beft quarter. Lefs than 
one hundred Knights, fuperadded to 
the prefent, will hardly give a number 
to be felt by every county, nor a num- 
ber fufHcient to fecure, at prefent, a 
balance to the independent fide. And 
if the number were left indefinite 
now, every falutary hope from this 
meafure might be defeated. If ever 
the hour fhaii come,- when the pru- 
dence of the people, uniting with 
the prepared rnintifl.of the Legifla- 
tare,, fhall approve of a reduction in 
the representations of boroughs, on 
fuch plans* as fhall fjlence the preju- 
dices of the interefted, the angmen* 
tation now propofed will no longer 
be found in the numbers of the 
Houfe; and/ till that takes place, 
neceffity, and the only opening of 
hope, mould reconcile the addition; 
if our firft choice might not embraceiu 
To thefe regulations we conceive, 
an addition muft. be made; for 
fhortening the duration of the fit* 
ting of Parliament, which can only be 
done confiAently with the Conftitu* 
tion, orwith'the beft policy in an^ 
enlarged view, by fhortening it to 
the period of a year. When the 
two A&s, which DafTed in thereign of 
Edward ill. ordained (ihat a P*rlia~ 
ment Jhouid he balden once every year % 
and more often ifntedbe\ the-objeft 
then evidently being to prevent the 
Crown from acting without a Par- 
liament, can it be conceived that 



ever agree*} with the, beft/peculation, -they did not fpeak what the Coniti- 
that,, independency in< the Britiih tution demanded, or that they did 
Hqu/e,c£ : Commons ^ moft to_.be -not,. mean, a v*w, Parliament evejf 
Jpoked for in th» Reprefentatrvci of year ? The fact is, during the whole 
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of*hat reign, and for the firft eigh* 
f een years of the following one, writs 
were annually iflued, and in fome 
inilances, two ox three times in the 
fame year, for .new elections, till 
Richard II.* made himfelf abfolute. 
And various were the occasions in 
thofe times, - when the Commons 
gave for anfwer to any new pro'pofi- 
tions of magnitude, that they dare J 
not agree without . .. conference •with 
their countries. . At what period then 
wa*it, that the cpnfcnt of the peo- 
ple was aflced and obtained to fo mo- 
/-mentous a propofal, as that of di^ 
veiling them of their expefted con- 
troul over their reprefentatiyes : in 
faft, of changing the terms, on 
which the delegation had patted from 
their hands? Annual Parliaments 
are, therefore, t^e ancient Con ft if u- 
tion of England, and the Birthright 
of Englishmen. 

Nor are they lefs beneficial in ppr 
licy than, unalienable in right. In, 
fh.e language of -ancient times, be- 
fore the prejudices of habit had 
thrown fcjfe .colours over names and 
things, tfcey wqre ever defcrihed as 
conu&en^. with ,the greateft peace, 
and mofl peaceably conduced. And 
in Parliamentary Records, for more 
jhan two Jiundred years together* 
from 49 ./£»., JII. till %z E4<w. IV, 
we find not fo much as one doubly 
return, nor more than two or three 
Jnrtances of elections, queflioned- pn 
any ground— a circumftance fyrely 
mofl inviting, when put in contraft 
.with that multitude of perplexing 
inquiries, which of late years hath 
confumed iCb much time in Commit- 
tees, to the great .hindrance of. the 
national bufinefs. The plaiH reafon 
is founded not in the time, but; in 
jhe nature of the thing; the dura- 
tion of the feat was not au objecl for 
a violent con tell. This will alfo 
difpel the objection arifing from the 
probability of tumult and expenuve- 
nefs; to remove which, it will fur- 
ther contribute not a little/ if vye 
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would give attention to what p&fTe* 
now among thofe large bodies of 
electors, who annually chufe their 
corporate officers. But the argu- 
ment againft corruption furmounti 
every thing elfe. Nothing can give 
fo much anurance of defeating it as, 
this limitation. A feat for three 
years might induce a man's atten- 
tion tp a bribe. He that fits but for 
one is very unlikely to experience 
fuch an ©ffer ; or will certainly re- 
]tQ.iU if he. would not witt| to pu£ 
all his future expectations to an im- 
minent rifque. . 

' When once the Conftitution ", ©£ 
Parliament is improved in thefe lead r 
ing- points,- every thing- e!(eV thaS 
may appear to have! its fhare in re- 
formation, muft be fubordinatc in 
its clafs, and mull follow in. ita 
time.- And the mqre effectually id 
enfure thefe, we entreat ypu,_riei- 
ther at the .next, or any future elec- 
tion, to engage your fupport to any 
candidate, before you are fatisfjeq 
that he will give his alfiftance in Par* 
fiament tp the eftablilhment of fp 
much of thefe preforms as may hot 
then be accompfifhed. : |,V' ( 

A motion being made, and"the; 
queftionput, it was refolved, ... ir 
, That this Meeting do £eco'i#jnenql 
to the feveral (jbmmitteestpjpey^yer^ 
unremittingly in fupport of the 'Pe- 
titions, and of fuch meafures J as ten£ 
-%o reduce the uncpnltitutional in- 
fluence of the Crown ; and for tha$ 
purpofe to unite, themfelves in' a Ge- 
neral A fTqciation. t ' ;' ;' 

Refolved— rThat obtaining a* laW 
for taking the iuffrages of the peo- 
ple in fuch a mode, as to prevent 
both expence in -elections, and the 
operation of undue influence .there* 
in, is necettary towards fecutfrig the 
freedom of Parliament. '...." 

Refolved — That it be recommendi 
ed to our fever^I Committees, to 
adopt the fipllowffig pronofitions^ as 
parts of their General Plan of t^njofl* 
and Attbciation and to endeavour 

to 
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to obtain the objefts of fuch propofi- 
£0115 by application to, and under 
the authority of Parliament, viz. 
v Refolved— ift, That a diligent 
examination be made into all the 
branches of the receipt, expenditure, 
ind ihode of keeping and pafflng 1 ac 



morjal, formed in this Meeting, b£ 
trarifmitted to the feVeral Comillftt- 
tees, as containing reafons for the 
plan of Aflbciation propofcd by this 
Meeting, whkh, we truft, will ap- 
pear fatisfa&ory to thofe Commit- 
tees, and that they be feverally re- 



counts, of public money, in ordej' quelled t© take fuch effedhsaf mea- 



io obtain the Plan of Reform requeft 
ed by the petitions of the people, 
" Refolved— id, That there be fent 
to the Houfe of Commons, in addi- 
tion to the prefent representatives of 
counties, a number of members not 
lefs'than one hundred, to bechofen, 
in a due proportion, by the feveral 
counties of die kingdom of Great- 
Britain* 

Refolved— jd, That the members 
of" the Houfe of Commons be an- 
nually elected to ferve in Parlia- 
ment; ' 

4th, That it be mod earneflly re- 
conini&ndcd to the Freeholders of 
fhe 'different Counties, and to the 
tieciors of the cities and boroughs 
throughout the kingdom, to fupport 
if the enfuing General Election, fucli 
candidates to reprefent them in Par- 
liament as mail, previous to the 
cled^on, by figning the Aflbciation, 
hi ' otherwise, have fatlsfied them, 
that they will fupport the above im- 
portant regulations in Parliament ; 
or {o much thereof as mall not be 
^tamed in the prefent Parliament, ' 



fures, as to- them may feem meet," 
for making the fame public through- 
but the kingdom. 

(Signed) by order of this 
meeting of Deputies, 

C WVvill, Chairman. 



Circular Utter, ordered t$ bt annexed 
to the Refilutiont, 13 V. *f tie 
Mating of Deputies* 

Great Room, King-Jfreet ', 
March zotb, 1780, 
Sit, 
I am directed by the Meeting of 
Deputies from the Committees of fe- 
veral counties, cities, and towns, 
which have petitioned Parliament for 
a redrefs of grievances, adjourned 
from the St. Albah's Tavern to this 
place, to tranfmit to you the inclofed 
copy of their refolutkms, relative to 
ah intended £lan of general union. 
and aflbciation, accompanied with a 
copy of a Memorial containing rea- 
fons in j unification of thofe refolu- 
tious, to be reported to the Corn* 
mittee of the county of Middlefcx at 
i:s next Aflembly. 



® 



The Deputies truft their refolutkms 
^efojveo!— That the groprietv of will be confidered, not as offering to 
'*-**-- ( the following' refolution, the Committee a complete and per* 

fe& fyflem of political reformation, 
but as pointing out fome principal 
objects of conftHutional improve- 
ment, which, if obtained by the 
united efforts of the people will fa- 
cilitate and fee u re the ettabliihment 
of every other regulation which may 
be neceflary to reflore the freedom 
and independence of Parliament. 

From various circ urn (lances, the 

Deputies apprehend, it may' be found 

to be inexpedient in fome counties 

to adopt a Plan of Aflociation fo ex^ 

'/ tenfiv^ 



as greafiy tending to accelerate the 
attainment of the objects of the pro- 

icfecf plan of political reformation 

£'fubj$itt£4 to the reifpe&ive Com- 

01 tiees, viz, 

[ l l$tii\t be mdft tarneftly recom- 
^nded to all Members of Parlia- 
ment, 'who are friends to the above- 
mentioned propofed plan of reform, 
%o nfe their utmoft endeavours, in 
tfeis prefent feffion of Parliament, to 
QbUuh the objects of that plan. 
** plve^d— That the above Me- 
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terffive, as that tracet^out by their 
refolutions ; in that cafe, ai it is 
the general and received opinion, 
that ihortening the duration of Par* 
liament will be improper till the 
cecofiomical reform, and a more 
*qqal repreientation of the people 
have been obtained ; the Deputies 
conceive that the proportion for 
fhortening the duration of Parlia- 
ment may be postponed with left 
inconvenience in the original draught 
of Atibciation, than any other pro^ 
position recommended by this meet-* 

iamalfo directed, by 'the meet* 
ingof Deputies, to reprefent through 
you to the Committee, that there is 
much . reafon to apprehend Parlia- 
ment may be diflblved foon after the 
grattt 6f fupplics has received the 
Royal Aflent ; that it behoves each 
Committee, therefore, to prepare 
for that event, by concerting mea- 
sures efFe&ualry to fupport the in* 
tereft of thofe Candidates, at tire 
approaching General Election, who 
are known to approve an ^economi- 
cal reformation, a more equal re- 
presentation of the people, and 
fhortening < the duration of Parlia* 
ment* 

I beg leave further to reprefent 
under the fame authority, that the 
feveral Committees, difcountenanc- 
ing-all corrupt and unneceffary ex- 
. pences at any future eleclions, wifl 
' thereby promote in a confiderable 
degree the freedom of election, 
which muft immediately tend to fe- 
cure the independence of Parlia- 
ment. 

I have the honour to be, 
■' Sir, 
Your mofr. obedient fervant, 

[The Committee of the. City of 
London agreed to the above Memo* 
rial, and came to the fame refo- 
lutions as the Middlefex Commit* . 
tee.] 



CAMBRIDGE, 

March t$tb; 17*0, 

At a very numerous and refpecV 
able Meeting df the Nobility, Gen* 
try, CkrgY* and Freeholders of this 
county, held here this day, the foU 
lowing Petition was read and unatts- 
moufly approved, except by cine di& 
fentient voice, 
ft ,tbt HinwrahU tbt Commons if 

Gr^at Britain in ParlU**t*$ af- 

fembltd* . 
<%hc Petilioti.afthe Gtntlmtu, CUrgy; 

- and Fruboldcrs if tbt t<m*i} *f 

- Cambridge ; 

Sheweth, 
v That your petitioners do thus |wib- 
licly declare their entire and zeatoif* 
approbation of the Legiflature of thi* 
Country, at placed in the free and in- 
dependent concurrence of King, 
Lords, and Commons, in preference 
to every other mode 4f civil govern^ 
mint. 

i That they anxioufly wifli the blef- 
fing of this form of legUlatlob to be 
continued to their Jateli pofterity in 
its conftitutional purity. 

- That they feiioufly apprehend this 
form of legislation will be eflentially 
vitiated, if not virtually changed, 
Whenever the treafure and offices of 
the community ihali be fuccefsfully 
employed to bring the reprefentauvea 

of the people under the influence of 
the executive power* 
* That they conceive a ilrong ten- 
dency to this change is at prefent, 
and has formerly been, too notorious 
to admix of doubt, or to require 
proof. 

That they cbnfider every fyftem of 
public admin iftration, carried on by 
means of parliamentary corruption 
however fanclified by time, precew 
dent, or authority, to be abfolm^lyt 
unjuftinablt on every principle .of 
good fen fe and found polity — to be 
as difhonourable to the upright- in- 
tentions of the Crown, as ic is bur- 
thenfome to the property, and 
dangerous 
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dangerous to the liberties of the 

people; •;_•■::. , 

. Your; petitioners do, therefore, 
nftoft folemnly apply tliemfelves to'the 
honour.* thejuftice* the integrity,, of 
this Honourable Houfe, praying that 
effectual meafures. may be taken by 
this Houfej to enquire into and cor- 
red any grofc abufes in the expendi- 
ture of public^money, to reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments of office, to 
rc&od and aboliih all fiuecure places 
and unmerited penfions, and to ufe 
all fuch other conflitutional means, 
as may tend to eftablifti the indepen- 
dence of Parliament on the moil lift- 
ing foundations. 

And your petitioners are the more 
eameft in this their prayer, becaofe 
they are of opinion, that no other 
expedient, can equally tend to heal 
pur domeftic divifions, to unite the 
whole nation in the waaneft fupport 
of his Majefty** perfon and govern- 
ment, againft the unprovoked hofti- 
lities of the Houfe of Bourbon, and 
to put a final period to that primary 
iburce of national diftrefs, the Ame- 
rican war. 

t After which the following refolu- 
tions werepropofed, and agreed to, 
by a very great majority, viz, 

I ft, Refolved, That the petition 
now. read and addrefled to the Ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons, is ap- 
proved by this Meeting* 

2dly, It was then moved and fe- 
conded, That the faid Petition be 
prcfented to the Houfe of Commons 
by Sir John Hynde Cotton, and Sir 
Sampfon Gideon, Baronets, the mem- 
bers for this county. — This motion 
was three times put by the Chair- 
man, and preffed by the gentlemen 
who fupported the Petition, but was 
each time reje&ed by a very great 
majority. 

3dly, It was afterwards moved, 
and feconded, that Crifp Molineux, 
Efq. of Chippenham, in this county, 
member of Parliament for Lynn, be 
requefted to prefent the faid Petition 



to the Houfe of Commons, which 
motion was approved by a very great 
majority. •' r . 

, 4thly, A motion was afterwards 
made, That a, Committee of Corre- 
fpondenct- and AfTociation be ap- 
pointed by this county, fimilar to that 
of Yorkfhire and other coon ties, 
which motion was refolved in the 
affirmative by a very great ma-? 
jority. 

. fcthly, Refolved, That a Commit- 
tee of the following gentlemen be ap- 
pointed to carry on the neceftaty cor- 
respondence for effectually promoting 
the object of the Petition, and to 
prepare a Plan of an AfTociation on le- 
gal and conflitutional grounds, to 
fupport that laudable reform, and 
fuch other meafures as may conduce 
to reftore the freedom of Parliament, 
to be prefented by the Chairman of 
the Committee, to be held by ad- 
journment at Cambridge, on Mon* 
day the 10th day of April next, and 
that the following gentlemen do 
compofe that Committee : 

The Duke of Rutland, the Puke 
of Manchefter, Lord Befborough, 
Lord Duncannon, Lord Robert Man- 
ners, Sir Robert Bernard, Bart. Sir 
Gillis Payne, Bart. Criip Molineux, 
Efq. John Wilkes, Efq. Chriftopher 
Jeffrefon, Efq. Thomas Panton, Efq, 
John Goddard, Efq. Henry Pointer 
Stanley, Efq. the Rev. t)r. Watfon, 
Rogers Parker, Efq. John Payne, 
Efq. Richard Reynolds, Efq. Ed- 
mund Rolfe, Efq. Thomas Day, Efq* 
Thomas Brand, Efq. James Ruft, 
Efq. John R. Huflce, Efq. Scarlet 
Brown, Efq. J. Martin,. Efq. Henry 
Liel, Efq. George Jennings, Efq. 
Richard Hagar, Efq. John Mort- 
lock, Efq. John Purchafe, Efq. Ebe- 
ne2er Hollick, Efq. Ebenezer Hol- 
lick, jun. Efq. the Rev. Mr, Knight, 
the Rev. Mr. Maris, Sam. Knight, 
Efq. Joha Forlow, Efq. Robert 
Grimditch, Efq. Pell Akehurft, Efq, 
Mr. Richard Poller, Mr. William 
Hollick, Mr. John Audley, Mr, Ed- 
ward 
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wardJL. Fordham, Mr. Wm, Nafh, 
Mr. Jofhua Finch, Mr. John Ander- 
fon, Mr. Hale Wortham, Mr. Na- 
thaniel Wedd, Mr. N. V. Stevens, 
Mr. Henry Morley, Mr, Edmund 
Taylor, Mr. Wm. Hayvvard, and 
Mr. William Hurrell. 

6th1y, Refolved, That the faid 
Committee have power to increafe 
their number, and that feven be a 
quorum to carry on the neceflary bu- 
finefi. , 

7thly, Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to the yeo- 
mea and freeholders of this county, 
who figned the requifuion to the She- 
riff, and Who, on his refufal, called 
the prefent meeting. 

8tMy, Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to his Grace 
the Duke of Rutland, his Grace 
the Duke of Manchefter/ Sir Robert 
Bernard, Bart. Crifp Molineux, Efq. 
John Wilkes, Efq, and to fuch other 
gentlemen as have attended this 
Meeting in fupport ofthe petition. 

9thiy, Refolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to Lord Dun- 
cannon, Chairman, for his liberal, 
and impartial conduit at this Meet- 
ing. 

iothly, Refolved, That the Com- 
mittee appointed at this Meeting, be 
immediately adjourned to the Roie 
Tavern. 

i ithly, Refolved, That this Meet- 
ing be adjourned to the 10th of 
April next. 

Duncannon, Chairman 
of die Meeting. 

Refolutions of the Committee : 

ifh Refolved, unanimously, by the 
Committee, that the ,Puke of Rut- 
land be Chairman of the faid Com- 
mittee, 

2d- Refolved, That this Commit- 
tee do adjourn to this day fe'ennight, 
to be held then at the Rofe Tavern, 
in Cambridge, at eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon. t 

Rutland^ Chairman ofthe 

Committee. 

Vol. IX. 




Some account of the proceedings at the 
Meeting cf the county of Cambridge, 
on Saturday j March 2C, 1780. 
About half pafl eleven in the 
morning, a very refpe&able number 
of the noblemen and freeholders 
aiTembled at the Shire-hall in Cam- 
bridge, in confequence of the ad- 
vertifement ; but the hall being, 
found too fmaU for the purpofe, it 
was propofed to adjourn to the 
Senate-houfe yard, that every free- 
holder might have an opportunity of 
hearing and of being heard :— this 
proposal was unanimoufly agreed to, 
and the meeting adjourned accord* 
ingly. * 

Mr. Alderman Purchafs opened 
the bufinefs by moving, that Lord 
Duncannon (fon to the Earl of Bef~ ; 
borough) mould take the chair ; . 
which motion being feconded, patted 
unanimoufly. He then briefly ftated 
the purport of the meeting, the ne- 
ceffity of a conftitutional reform, 
and the prefent national difirefs, r 
which feemed to call loudly for the 
meafure which he then meant to* 
fubmit to the meeting ; he conclud- 
ed by moving for a petition, which 
he then held in his hand, to be read 
by the chair. The petition was then 
read by the Chairman, and a fecond - 
time by Mr. Molineux. 

Sir John Hynde Cotton begari his 
fpeechwith obferving, that he could 
not but approve of tije petition upon 
the whole; yet there were many' 
parts to which he could by no means 
give his aflent ; neither did he. think' 
this the proper moment to adopt fuch 
a meafure. Unanimity was highly 
necefTary at this criiis, "to crufh the ' 
united force of France and Spain.' 
He was neverthelefs ready to prefen t 
it, if it appeared to be the fenfe of 
the county. He declared himfelf an' 
independent man ; he had no ob- ' 
je&ion to the reduction of finecure 
places and enormous penfions ; but, 
as to corruption, he did not believe 
that it exilted now in a greater de- 
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gree than k had for theft laft thirty 
years. 

Sir Sampfon Gideon faid, that he 
thought it his duty to Attend the 
meeting^and, as their reprefenta* 
tive, if a petition ihould be agreed 
upon, he would certainly carry it to 
the Houfe of Commons. He had 
never received a penfion from a MU 
nifter — he never would — his fortune 
f?t him above tensputio.n* The 
fame independence he fhould exert 
on this occafion ; for, though he 
muA approve of the reduction of un- 
merited pen lions, he did not approve 
of the whole petition. He thought 
that the hands of Government ought 
to he firengthened, and that internal 
difcord ought not to be added to 
foreign war. 

Mr, Wilkes, after eommpliment- 
ing the two county members on 
their profeffions of independence, 
begged them to point out the parti- 
cular parts of the petition which they 
thought exceptionable; that, if their 
objections were groundlefs, he might 
endeavour to convince them by ar- 
guments ; or, if any part of the pe^ 
tition (which upon the whole they 
cpnfeiTed they approved of) ihould, 
upon difcufjion, be found reajly ob- 
jectionable, that it might be omitted, 
or altered in fuch a manner as to 
meet with unanimous approba- 
tion. 

Sir J. Cotton, after fome hesita- 
tion, faid, that he disapproved of 
the title of the petition ; it was call- 
ed The petition of the Gentlemen, 
Clergy , and Freeholders, of the Ceumy 
ef Cambridge ;— whereas it certainly 
qottjd not be the petition ef that part 
of them, who di&pproved of the 
j^eafure. It ought to have been en- 
titled, The Petition of lb* Gentlemen, 
$$e.($e, of the County of Cambridge, 
%ubofe Names are hereunto fubferi bed. 
Mr. Wilkes replied, that nobody 
. could iuppofe, from the title, that 
it was meant to be ccnfidered as the 
acVpf tbofe who diftpproved of it. 



That the very fignature of the peti- 
tion by individuals was a proof, that 
it was meant only to include - £o 
many as approved of it ; for in all 
afiemblies, where the aft of the ma- 
jority was the aft of the whole, the 
refolutions or acts were fignedonly by 
the Chairman of the affembly; but 
here the cafe was different ; and th« 
petition was figned by every indivi- 
dual who approved of it, to mew that 
it contained his own fentiments; but 
nobody could infer from thence, 
that it Iikewife included the fentL. 
ments of any other perfon, who, 
perhaps, had refnfed to fign it. He 
then-called upon Sir S. Gideon, to 
ftate his objections, who, after fome 
confufion, afTumed an air of triumph, 
and faid, " There is one paffage, 
which I confcfs myfelf unable to 
comprehend — I cannot underftand it 
-^-1 wifh any gentleman would be 
kind enough to explain it. The pe- 
tition afTerts, • that the Legijlature it 
virtually changed" 

Here Mr/ Wilkes, and feveral 
other gentlemen aflured him, that he 
had totally miftaken the paffage, 
which he alluded to, and defired 
him to read farther, andhexrould 
be convinced, that the petition only 
faid, «• That the Legiffature would 
be virtually changed whenever the 
treafure and offices, &c. fhould be 
iuccefsfirily exerted, &c. 

After waiting fome time without 
effect for a reply from either of the 
Members, Mr. Wilkes proceeded to 
lhew the peculiar propriety of a pe- 
tition at this hour of danger. He 
infrfted that this was the proper, the 
only time for fuch a meafure ; that 
the experience of the filent con- 
tempt with which their former pray- 
ers had been treated for years to- 
gether, was a convincing argument, 
that no redrefs was to be expected, 
unlefs extorted by neceflity. He 
mentioned the intereft of the na T 
tiohal debt as already amounting to 
the immenfe fum of fe<vtn millions. 

That 



Digitized by 



Google 



( *59 ) 



That by the prodigal expenditure of 
public money our debt. amounted 
to near two hundred millions ;— that, 
'notwithftanding this, the Mindfter 
obitinately refufed to give any fatis- 
fac1ion» though repeatedly called 
Upon ; and he appealed to the twe 
gentlemen, who reprefented the 
county in Parliament, if they had 
not been witnefles to Turns brought 
in Seffion after Seflion by the Minif. 
ter, and voted by the lump to the 
amount of feveral millions, without 
ahy voucher or account given, than 
•' We have expended u> much"— it 
is your duty to vote for the pay- 
ment." For his part, he could not 
account for the majorities, with 
which the MiniHer had {belong 
filently anfwered afl the arguments 
brought t>y Oppolition againft fuch 
flagitious prodigality, on any ether 
Lypothefis than that of corruption. 
That on no other fuppolition could 
lie account for the numerous and 
well-difciplined phalanx, which con- 
f!antiy moved obedient to the . nod 
of the Minirter, and' voted along 
with him on the . moll oppofite and 
contradictory queftions. That at 
firft Lord North proposed the acqui- 
fitlon of a revenue from America j 
- — the idea was inflantly adopted by 
his party, and on that they grounded 
their fupport of his meafures. The 
idea of a revenue from America was 
abandoned by the Minifter ; but he 
was not on that account abandoned 
by his faithful adherents ;— they 
continued equally firm, equally obe- 
dient. If this was not the effeft of 
Corruption, he wifhed any gentle* 
man would explain fuch conducl in 
any other manner, and he would be 
fatisfied. . Nothing, ^ that he had 
then heard, feemed in the leaft to 
invalidate the truths laid down in 
the petition'; he therefore hoped it 
would meet with the unanimous ap- 
probation of the meeting. 

Thomas t)ay, Efq. fpoke next as 
follows : it is with peculiar pleafure, 



gentlemen, thftf I meet you in % 
place whkh ought to be the afylum 
©f publiu vi/ttw and manly inde- 
pendence 9 the patron of every ge- 
nerous reformatioft ; the open and 
avowed enemy of civil and reli- 
gious tyranny. Vpott other occa- 
Sons I might halve contented myfeif 
with barely ftating the expedience^ 
of the prefent meafUre j here I fliatl 
expatiate in a wider field, and call 
your attention to the great principles' 
of political focfety* as if before the 
firft tribunal in the world, 1 were 
pleading the cauft of human nature 
againft the- advocates of oppremon. 

The end and objeel of all politi- 
cal fociety are the happinefs and fe- 
curity of the whole ; the means are 
thefe regulations which have been 
found agreeable to the wifdom and 
experience of the people ; the con- 
duel of rulers may indeed be warped 
from this great end to low and illi- 
beral felfifhnefs, and mankind from 
ignorance or indolence may tolerate 
the abufe j but nothing can deftro^ 
the ciaim * and the pride and folly 
of individuals might as well pretend 
to engrofs the air, the Rent, the 
warmth of Heaven, as juftfy as to 
confine all power's and privileges of 
Government to that narrow circle 
which has itf ihofl countries mono* 
policed them. 

With this view of things I marl 
never carry the merited refpeft I 
bear to Nobles, -MagHrrates, Of 
Kings themfelvei, into any foecie* 
of idolatry ; I fhall never miftake 
the inftrument for the- end, or con- 
found the good and fafety of man- 
kind with the intereft of particular 
bodies* or the attrition of individu- 
als* Neither^ Jtfagtftrate nor Sove- 
reign has any natarfal claim to alle- 
giance ; while he executes the duties 
of his office conformably to the will 
of thpfe who have appointed him, 
he deferve* refpe&, efteem, and fup- 
port; the inftaat he deviates front 
thefe, and converts his power to 
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private inftead of public ends, he is 
no more to be endured than a morti- » 
fccation, becaufc it has begun in Come 
noble or ufeful organ of the body. 

What I am now advancing is 
equally agreeable to the dictates of 
reafon and the practice of the Englifh 
Conflitution. Many inftances may 
be brought from hiflory, of Kings 
who have been folemnly depofed, for 
not performing the duties of their 
office, or for infringing the liberties 
of the people. But the laft great re- 
volution of our government is a deci- 
five precedent, that fubjec~b may alter 
' their rulers, and that Kings mull exr 
pect allegiance no longer than they 
deferve it- 
Gentlemen, I will not confume 
your time with ftudicd panegyrics 
upon the excellence of that Confti- 
tution under which we live; this enly 
I will obferve, that no fyftem can be 
imagined more confident with natu- 
ral rights ; none, in which they have 
been more thoroughly inveftigated, 
or more accurately defined. 

In other countries, the cau fes and 
pretexts of oppreffian are thofe dis- 
cretionary powers with which the fn- 
preme magi Urate is inverted ; for the 
life of which he is accountable to 
Heaven alone. With us no difcre- 
tionarv power which can affect the 
life, tne property, or the liberty of 
an individual, is permitted to the So- 
vereign himielf. We have a right 
tq fpeak our fentiments with a tem- 
pered, but an honed boldntfs ; no 
reftraint can be put upon our perfo- 
nal freedom, unlefs we have commit- 
ted crimes which make us unworthy 
to enjoy it, nor can our. property be 
wrefted from us, under the plea of 
flate neceflity, without at leafl the 
appearance of our own confent. And 
kit the laws themfelves, by being too 
near the influence of the fuprerae ma- 
giAVate, fhould be perverted to our 
annoyance, it is provided ihat not 
the * meaneft wretch that begs his 



bread, mail be obnoxious to the pub* 
lie vengeance, withdut the con lent of 
his equals. — Yes, gentlemen, I re- 
peat it, because it is a glorious privi- 
lege which cannot be too often men- 
tioned to you ; that, not all the rich* 
the great, v the powerful of this na- 
tion, in a cqpfpiracy for that pur- 
pofe, can Opjirefs the meaneft of this 
aflembly, fo long as he (hall appear 
innocent to a jury qf Vrs fellow-citi- 
iens, and they /hall dafe 'to exert 
their own undoubted privilege of as- 
certaining both law and fail. 
- If there reeded ariy ; additional 
proof, I would refer y OCT (o thoft 
great original characters of our free^- " 
dom, which have been forced fron> 
cmr unwilling Kings, and confirmed 
at every period of our hiflory. I 
would refer yon to the declaration of 
rights, that renovation of our Con- 
stitution, which is the bafis of the 
prefent eftablifhment ; and which I 
do affirm, not all the united force of 
the Legiflature can refcind, or over- 
turn, without, at the fame time, di£» 
folving the government, and forfeit- 
ing all title to allegiance. 

Should it be afked, why I intro- 
duce thefe things in an aflembly 
which is convened for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of petitioning for a reform ia 
the public expenditure * this is any 
anfwer : There is no one privilege of 
this people, which has not been pub- 
licly called in queflion, nor one which 
will not be wrefted from them, if they 
are contented to refign it. All abufes 
arife, either from the ignorance of 
mankind, in refpeft to what they 
may juftly claim, or from their in- 
dolence in aflerting that claim; he 
therefore that would fave, mufl firft 
enlighten ; I know no method more 
effeclual to preferve a nation from 
arbitrary defign on the one hand, 
and from factious councils on the 
other, than to teach it the precipe ex- 
tent and boundary of its own rights. 
Men that have either property «r 
privileges 
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privileges arc always attentive to pre- 
ferve them, and interefted to fupport 
that government which maintains 
them ; while Haves and beggars, to 
whom neither the world', nor the 
world's law is a friend, are always 
ripe for change, and ready to throw 
all things into confufion. 

Befides, when after all the wafie of 
blood and treafure, which the pre- 
fcnt calamitous war has occafioned, 
we are called upon to rifqae the laft 
flake we poflefs, for the fcrvice of 
our country, it furely becomes us to 
enquire, whether we have a country. 
For I do not call the air we breathe, 
nor the foil we trample upon, a coun- 
try, nor the fcanty fare which fup- 
ports you for daily toils ; but I call 
that a country, in which men poflefs 
an equal fhare in their own govern- 
ment, and privileges which are in- 
violable ; he therefore that lays be- 
fore you the noble rights which are 
inherent in you, as Englifhmen, Si- 
mulates you molt effectually to their 
defence. 

I now, gentlemen, enter upon the 
more immediate occafion of the pre- 
fent aflembly, the grievances of the 
nation, and their probable means of 
redrefs ; and that I may the more 
clearly expmfB my feptiments upon 
the fubject, I mult purfue them to 
their natural fource. The natural 
and conftitutional defence of this 
country has, during many ages, con- 
fifted in its Parliaments, The glo- 
rious ftruggJes, which thofe illuilri- 
ous bodies had repeatedly made in 
favour of the people, the conftant vi- 
gilance which thty had oppofed to 
the encroachments of the Crown, left 
enr anceflors no room to imagine, 
that a time might come when their 
reprefentatives would furrender up 
all thofe privileges they were chpfen 
to defend, into thofe very hands 
againft which they werechofen to de- 
fend them, and no precaution was 
taken againft an evil which was not 
forefeen. 



Charles TL whtfe name in tern-* 
mon with that of every Stuart I de- 
teft, fet the firft example of public 
corruption ; a practice which has 
been too fuccefsfully adopted in fuc- 
ceeding reigns Our Kings, grow* 
wife by the misfortunes of their pre- 
deceflbrs, no longer attempted th# 
liberties of" their fubjects by open 
violence, but attacked them by the 
more fecret and pernicious method of 
undermining the Conftitution ; and 
the immenfe revenues of which the 
Crown has been left the unqueflioncd 
diitributor, has enabled it to corrupt 
the reprefentatives of the people, and 
to poifon the fountains of public . 
fafety at their very fource. Since 
that pernicious sera, the evils under 
which we now labour, have been re- 
newed or increafed with every re- 
turning Seflions. We have feen ware 
begun and waged, not for the fafety 
or intereil of the people, but from 
the felfifli views and ambition of the 
Crown ; our burthens increafed be- 
yond our abilities to bear them, and 
without any hopes of their ever be- 
coming lighter, encreafed till private 
opulence, induilry, and commerce, 
are at an end, A variety of acts, all 
tanding to abridge the public liberty, 
have been impofed. Among thefe, 
I mall enumerate the Riot Act, made 
as was pretended to ferve a tempo- 
rary purpofe, but like every other 
oppreflion rendered perpetual ; the 
game laws, by which the great body 
of the people is difarmed, although 
it is an expr-efs article of the declara- 
tion of rights, that fubjects. may have 
arms for their defence : and the ex- 
cife,. that fytfera of public robbery, 
which now extends to every article of 
necefHty and convenience, by which: 
the molt innocent and indifferent ac- 
tions of our lives are fubjected to 
controul. But the mofl daring vio- 
lation of our rights, is that infamous 
act, by which a Parliament is now- 
permitted to endure feven years, by 
which the creatures and fervants o( 
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tie f*6p\c took upon them to extend 
ihe term of their own delegated ex- 
iflence, £nd curtail their electors of 
inore'rhsu half their prerogatives, al- 
th>u rt h ic is evident they might as 
well iave voted themfelves perpetual 
-<fi£btors, and levelled the whole 
Cbnft'hoHrm rtt a tingle ftr6ke. To 
tompleat the whole, a 'ftandirigprmy, 
that peft of human fociety, that bane- 
ful engine which has never failed to 
annulate the liberties of every coun- 
try where it was once admitted, is 
bow interwoven with the government, 
and become a continually encreafmg 

evil. 

• -Thus; In the latter ages of the Ro- 
man empire, all thofe offices of truft 
and honour which ufed to invigorate 
the whofe republic, were concen- 
trated in the perfon of the Emperor, 
fo > in the Britifh government, with 
the forms, but againft the fpirit of 
the Conftitmion, have many of our 
molt material rights and immunities 
fccen furrendertd to the Crown. To 
the Crown belongs the difpofnion of 
hortonrs and emoluments; the ira- 
rnenfe influence atifing from the ar- 
my, the navy, the excife, and the ci- 
vir lift -, the rights of peace and war, 
and the diipoial of all the armed 
force in the kingdom : to us is left 
the wfc of paying foldiers to enflave, 
and representatives to betray; accom- 
'pan'ed with the mournful fpe&acle 
•f feeing all our rights put up to pub- 
lic aucllon, once ai {even years. Nor 
let any one here confound the jea- 
Itjufy of the ofRce with difrefpedt for 
thi; perfon of our Sovereign ; the ob- 
jects are in their own nature as diffe- 
rent as 'can be conceived ; and the 
fcreatefl idolater of the private virtues 
if a King, may be themoft rigid in- 
quifitor of the leaft augmentation of, 
&is powers; fince the bleflings of the 
cne arc, like thtir author, of fhort 
and uncertain duration, while the 
cv.ls which may arife from the other, 
are as lading as its continuance. The 
•bjc& of our prefent petition is a pur* 



ticular branch of that banefuf tree, 
whofe faults have brought death and 
ruin to our political World ; it is for 
a reform of the public exptnditure, 
than which nothing can be imagined 
more juftin itfelf, or more neceffary 
to be at prefent urged. Shame and 
ruin are the inevitable conferences 
of public as wen at private prodiga- 
lity ; and no man can be expected to 
contribute freely to the fervice of hi* 
country, till he is convinced, that in 
the words of the, prefent Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, what was 
liberally beftowed, mall be wifely 
applied ; and as I am no fpeaker in 
the Houfe of Commons, nor in ex- 
pectation of a Chief Jufticemip, I 
may perhaps add, honeftly. 

Who, indeed, ever will caft the 
moft fuperficial view upon the public 
accounts for the laft century, will fee 
fuch waftc and profufion of the peo- 
ple's property, fuch a Ihameful com- 
pliance with the moil exorbitant de- 
mands of the Crown, fuch a negleft r 
or rather fuch a determined oppofi- 
tion to every public enquiry, fuch a 
connivance at fraud, fuch a fympathy 
with guilt, that he will be equally 
aitonifhed at the audacity of our Par- 
liamencs which have dared to mort- 
gage the public credit for two hun- 
dred millions, and at the patience of 
this people which has fuffered it. 

The objections which are brought 
againft the prefent meafnre, are al- 
moft too frivolous to defer ve an an- 
fwer* We are told that this is no 
time to weaken the hands of Mini* 
fters, bat rather to arm them with 
additional powers ; no time to deli- 
berate about our grievances, but to 
aft with vigour againft the foe : bat 
furely, he beft enables this nation to 
exert its vigour againft the foe, who 
removed the obftacles which have 
hitherto impeded it ; and as to addi- 
tional powers, before we grant them, 
it is, perhaps, expedient to demand 
iome account of thofe we have alrea- 
dy confided. No government can be 
formidable 
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formidable to external. foes, -till it is 
loved and refpe&ed at home, till it 
merit the confidence, and grant tfce 
honeft wi flies of the people. We 
know too well, that the only hope* 
of redrefs are in the hour of anxiety 
and danger, when the weight of the 
people is felt in the fcale of empires, 
and Minifters tpemfelves are afraid to 
exafperate beyond a certain point. 
Nor are we ignorant with what dif- 
dain the petition of the nation againft 
the excife, againft the feptenial bill, 
and for expelling the dependents of 
the Crown from amongft our repre- 
sentatives, and for every ufefol re- 
form, has been treated for the laft 
century. The hour Is now come, 
when you muft ajTert your fuperin- 
tending power in the government, or 
abandon it for ever. Public abufes,, 
gentlemen, never correct themfeve* ; 
on the contrary, for having once been 
tolerated, they become inveterate ; 
and though no fairnefs of tit?e, ©r 
antiquity of potfemon, was ever able 
to prevent a government from en- 
croaching upon the privileges of their 
fubjedts ; yet, to have intermitted 
the claim for a fingle inftant, is often 
made a reafon igainft the people for 
refufing that claim for ever. 

For thefe reafons, I muft end as I 
have begun, with exhorting you to 
bend the whole weight of your atten- 
tion to the reform of public abufes, 
and the renewal of the conllitution. 
This can only be done by fhortening 
the duration of Parliaments, and by 
introducing a more equal reprcfenta- 
tion. When thefc points have been 
obtained, the nation will be enabled 
to exert all the wifdorn, valour, and 
refolution it pofieues, in its own de* 
fence; and if we fail then, wc de- 
fcrve to fall forever. Till then, evtry 
inferior reformation is lefs th'jn no- 
thing ; it is (butting the gates, when 
the enemy are in poflefiion of the 
walls, or flopping a chink in the 
public mounds, when the tide of 
fliame and ruin is pouring in at a 



thou/ami breaches' fa our prcfent 
cjreumftances, it is an intuit to com* 
raon-fenfe, a mockery of our feeling* 
to fty that weare teprefentad ; there 
is not a .fingltt idea attached to, tlie 
term, a fingle definition which can 
be given of it, which is not profily 
violated in the ele&ion of an £foufe 
of Commons ; nor is there a Angle 
argument which can be brought* to 
prove that Houfe reprefents Great 
Britain, by which it may not equally 
be proMtd, that it represents France, 
Spain, tbe Indies, alj Europe, or 
the world itfejf. 

Thefe, gentlemen, are, or ought 
to be, the ends of your meetings and 
afiociations, they are the great ends 
to which you are called by every ho- 
nefl and. independent jnan, who, 
folely intent upon his country's good, 
looks down with equal indifference 
both on Minifters and oppofitions; 
who alks no favour, folicits n« 
patronage, and, while he fcorns 
ajike to lend his aid to power or 
fa&ion, devotes himfelf a willing 
victim to the public caufe. Nor 
think that I am exhorting you 
to a dangerous, although a diffi- 
cult, undertaking; I know that 
there are times, when the public 
evils are fo defperate as to deter 
honeft men from attempting a cure^ 
but thefe times are not yet arrived ; 
and that they never may, I exhort 
you not to Jofe the prefent moment, 
Let your petitions be exprelfed with 
a decent, but a manly, boldnefs; 
let your voices rife, not like trip 
voices of a tumultuous rabble, a name 
with which you are always honoured 
by the fycophants of a Court, who 
are raifed upon the public fpoHs 
to infult the public calamities ; but 
with the irrefiflible foree of a well 
difciplined army, that neither pro- 
vokes nor fears hoftilitics. 

After a calm of the longeft dura- 
tion, the fpirit of the people is a*. 
length- excited, and J fee a ftcrm gp-r 
thering, which -may be fstal to its 
enemies, 
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enemies. It is yours, ye free and 
independent citizens, ye uncorrupt- 
cd remains of a wife and valiant 
people, to direft this tide of national 
aeaf, to its proper objeft, not to 
{hJEer it to be diverted into a thou- 
fand fcanty ftreams, but to roll it 
full againft the loftieft bulwarks of 
oppreflion ; they will not refift its 
rage, they will be levelled with the 
ground, and leave you an cafy vic- 
tory, attended with the fublimeft 
glory which mortals can attain, that 
of being the patres patriae, the fa- 
viours of your country, and the re- 
ftorers of public liberty. 

The queftion for the petition was' 
then put, and carried, with only one 
difTentient voice. 

It was ' then propofed that the 
county members fhould prefent the 
petition : this queftion was put twice, 
and each time negatived. The gen- 
tlemen who fupported the petition 
feemed ftrongly to wifh the county 
members? to prefent it; but Mr. 
Wilkes faid, that the fenfe of the 
meeting was evidently againft them; 
and, in his opinion, the freeholders 
had judged rightly. He could by 
no means think of entrufting the 
petition to the care of men who 
would neither fign nor fupport it. 
If the gentlemen would fign the pe- 
tition (and he could not fee on what 
grounds they could refufe, as both 
had declared that they, upon the 
whole, approved of it) he mould 
not object to them. 

Sir S. Gideon here offered his fer- 
vice^ to prefent it ; but when Mr. 
Wilkes aflted him if he would fign 
it, he, as well as Sir John Hynde 
Cotton, refufed ; and Sir John 
Cotton declaring that \% was per- 
fectly indifferent to him whether he 
prefented it or not, the queftion 
was put a third time, ard negatived. 
» Here a general cry for Mr. Wilkes 
to prefent the petition ; but Mr. 
Wilkes propofing Mr. Molineux, as 
' the propcreft perfon, the queftion 
was put ? and agreed to, that Mr. 
Molineux fhould prefent the petition. 



, Mr. Molineux then, in a fhbrt, 
fpeech, thanked them for the ho* 
nour conferred upon him, and de- 
clared that he thought any perfon p 
who would take the trouble to pe- 
rufe the Court Kalendar, would find 
no difficulty in accounting for the 
Minifter's majority. 

Mr. Wilkes then rofe and con- 
gratulated them on the unanimity 
with which the meafure had been 
adopted ; that greater could not be 
expected on any fuch occafipn. He 
had one thing more to propofe : he 
would mention it ; but neither he 
nor any of his friends meant to 
force it upon them. Several of the 
counties, particularly York, had 
accompanied their petitions with 
Committees of AfTociation. Thofe, 
who were interefted in oppofing any 
reform, had reprefehted thein as il- 
legal, and fubverfive of the Confti- 
tution, by fettirfg up another power ; 
but he could affure them, from the ' 
refpe&able authorities of thofe great 
Lawyers, Lord Camden and Mr. 
Dunning, that this was abfolutely 
falfe. They were not intended, as 
had been infinuated, to excite re- 
bellion, but to confult upon fuch 
plans as were moft likely to infure, 
in a peaceable manner, fuccefs to 
their petitions* In this matter he 
wifhed them to exercife their free 
choice ; but if he was to give his 
fentiments, he muft fay that he en- 
tirely and confeientioufty approved 
of *hem. 

The remaining resolutions were 
then read, and patted unanimoufly 

The Duke of Manchefter returned 
his thanks to the Meeting, for the 
honour they had done him {in the re- 
faction of thanks. ) 

The Chairman then returned his 
thanks for the honour he had that 
day received; and after fpeak- 
ing fully on the fubjeft, declared 
his entire acquiefcence in the pe- 
tition. 

The petition was then left at the 
Rofe Tavern, and inftantly figned 
by feveral hundred freeholders. 
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Westminster Committee. 
Kings-Armt Y'aoern, March 
20, 1780. 
Report of the Sub-Committee, ap* 

pointed to enquire into the Sta^e 

of the Repreientation of this 

.Country. 

Sub - Cpmmitt€€ r , Fret Mafotis 

Tavitrn 9 March 19* 4780. 
Refolved, 

That it appears to this Sub-Com- 
mittee that new Parliaments, to be 
holden once in every year were the 
ancient ufage, and declared to be' 
the hereditary and indefeaiible right 
of the people of England. 

That it appears to this Sub~Conv 
mittee, that the Aft paiTed in the 
iixth year of the reign of William 
and Mary, is the firft regular Act 
which attempts to eftablifh and 
** appoint the time of continuance 
of Parliament/' to be for the term 
of three years, though the fame Aft 
recognizes " the ancient laws and 
ilatutes of this kingdom," by which . 
annual Parliaments were confirmed, 
and declares " that frequent and 
new Parliaments tend very much ■ 
to the happy union and good a- 
greement of the King and Peo- 
ple," # . , 

That it appears to this Sub-Com- 
mittee, that by an aft patted in 
the firft year of George I. the Par- 
liament then chofen for three years-, 
(by the acquiefcence of the people' 
to the above r mentioned Aft of Wil- 
liam and Mary, on the faith of its 
declaring that " from thenceforth 
no Parliament whatsoever, that mall 
at any time hereafter be called, af. 
fembled, or held, ihall have any 
continuance longer than for three 
years only at the fartheft") did pafs 
an aft to prolong its continuance to 
the term of feyen years. 

That it appears to this Sub-Cpm* 
mittee, that temporary confidera- 
tions then prefumed to exift in the 
country, are ftated in the preamble 
to the aft, as the principal motives 
and inducements for the aft itfelf. 

Vol, IX, 



That it appears to this Sub-Com- ; 
mittee, that the Aft pafled in the 
fixth of William and Mary, is word- 
ed, as if declaratory of what was 
conceive4 (however falfely) to have 
been the Conftitution of the country ; , 
but that the Septennial Aft affumes 
a power of altering the duration of t 
Parliament at pleafure. 

That thefe alterations in the Con- 
flit ution- of Parliament were made 
without communication with the, 
conftituent body of the people, and - 
have been continued without the- , 
fanftion of their approbation.- 

That it appears to this Sub^Com^ , 
mittee, that the Septennial Bill was . 
ftrongly oppofcd in Parliament,, as,,, 
,( a direft infringement on the Con- 
ftitution, and a> flagrant breach of 
truft toward the conftituent body, 1 * 

That it was fupported almoft en- 
tirely on the principle of expediency. 

That the voice of the people ap- 
peared ftrongly again ft it in many re* 
fpeftable petitions to Parliament on 
the occauon, and that a conftitutionai 
Proteft was entered by the Peers, 
Hating " that frequent Parliaments 
were the fundamental Conftitution of 
the kingdom; that the Houfe of 
Commons ought to be chofen by the 
people, and when continued for a 
longer time than they were chofert. , 
for, they were then chofen by the? T 
Parliament, and not by the people^ 
that they conceived the bill, fo far 
from preventing corruption, would, 
rather increafe it ; for the longer a 
Parliament was to Iaft, the more va- 
luable to corrupters would be the 
purchafe ; and that all the reafons 
that had been given for long Parlia- 
ments, might be given for making 
them perpetual, which would be ajti 
abfolute fubverfiou of the, !th,ird- 
eftate." 

That it appears to this.Sub-Com r ' 
mittee, that various motions were ' 
afterwards made, and ftrongly fup T 
ported " for a repeal of the Septen- , 
nial Aft;" particularly' "a motion ' 
for annual Parliaments," in 1744* 

M m . which 
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which was loft* only by a majority of 
tJrirty-two. • - : 

•That the City of London, and 
other refpectable bodies, continued 
to inftruct their reprefentatives, to 
prt>fecute this object *' in the moft 
vigorous manner; as efTentially ne- 
necefTary to the independency and 
integrity of* Parliament, the rights 
of the people, arid the profperity of 
the country." 

! That with refpect to the reprefen- 
tation of the people, it appears to 
this Sub-Committee, that by Stat. 8. 
Henry VI. the Parliament, then 
elected by the comfctonalty at large, 
ptfffed an act to disfranehife the greater 
part of their conftituents, by limit- 
ing the right of election for Knights 
of the Shrre, to " perfons having 
fretf lands or tenements, to the value 
of forty fhillings-by the year at the 
leanV* which refhiction has ever 
fince continued. 

"That it appears to this Sub-Com- 
mittee, that many towns and, bo- 
roughs, formerly entitled *' for their 
repute and population," to fend 
members to Parliament, have fince 
fatten into decay, yet continue to 
have a reprefentarion equal to the 
jnofl opulent cbunties and cities'; 
while other towns^nd places, which 
have rifeu into confideration, and 
become populous and wealthy, have 
no reprefentatives in Parliament. 

That it appears to this Sub-Com- 
mittee, that according to the moft 
received calculations, the number of 
inhabitants of England and Wales is 
above fiye millions. 

That of thefe nearly twelve hun* 
dred thoufand are fuppofed capable 
pf voting, as the Conftitution flood 
' before the reftri£Uve Act above 
quoted. 

That of this number, not more 
than two hundred and fourteen thou- 
fand are af prefent admitted to 
vote, 

That out pf thefe, one hundred 
ajifc thirty thoufand freeholders elect 



ninety-two members for fifty^twp 
counties. ■ , - 

Forty-three thoufand citizens, free- 
men and others, elect fifty- two mem- . 
ben for twenty-three cities and two 
Univerfities, ' 

And forty-one thoufand electors 
choofe three hundred and iixty-nirie 
members for* one hundred and 
ninety-two towns and boroughs. 

That fifty of thefe members air 
returned by three hundred and forty 
electors : 

'And a number, fcarcely above fix 
thoufand, being a majority of the 
voter* of a hundred and twenty-nine 
of the boroughs, return two hun- 
dred and tlfty-feven reprefentatives, 
which is a majority of the whole 
' Englifh Houfe of Commons, and 
the efficient reprefentation of above' 
five millions of people. 

That it appears to this Sub-Com- 
mittee, that many of thefe boroughs 
are immediately under the influence* 
ofthe Crown; as the Cinque Ports';* 
many of them private property, 'af- 
fording hereditary feats, as - thoffc 
* under Burgage tenure, and fom£ ct 
them almoft without, houfes or inha- 
bitants, as Gatton, Newtown, and 
Old Sarum. 

That confidering the reprefenta- 
;tion with reference to property, it 
appears, that many counties return 
a number of reprefentatives, out of 
all proportion to what they contri- 
bute ts the public revenue, as 'is 
^evident from the flaring a fmgle in- 
'. fiance— that Cornwall has been cal- 
culated to pay to land-tax and fup- 
ply, fixteen parts out of five hun- 
dred and thirteen, and fends mem- 
bers to Parliament forty-four, while 
Middlefex pays not lefs than in the 
proportion of two hundred and fifty- 
fix, and fends members, eight. 

So that £t appears to this Sub- 
Committee, that the inequality of 
the reprefentation of this country, 
with regard to J property, is iHll 
greater than when eftimated accord. 
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trig to the number of its inhabit 
tanta. ?,/ ■ ■, 

Signed, by order of the Sub-Com- 
mittee, 
R* B. Shejudap, Chairman* 

, Refolved, That annual Parlia- 
ments are the undoubted right of the 
people of England, and that the Aft 
which prolonged their duration* was 
fubverfive of the Conftitution, and a 
violation on the part of the repre- 
fentatives of the facred trull rcpofed 
in them by their conftkuents* 
. Refolved, That the prefent ftatt 
of the repreftntation of this country 
is inadequate to the object, and a 
departure from the firfl principles of 
the Conftitution. 

t Reiblvcd, That thank* be given 
to, the .Chairman and Members of 
the Subcommittee, for the very in* 
te lli gent report made by them of the 
ftate of the reprefentatioa of this 
country, and of the duration of Par- 
liaments* 

. kefolved. That the report of the 
Sub-Committee be printed, and co-> 
pies fent to the feveral Committees 
of the counties, cities and boroughs 
of this kingdom. 

C. J. Fox, Chairman. 

Westminster, Committk. 

Kin£s-Arms Tavern^ Pal*ct-Yard, 

March 22, 1780* 

Read the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee of Deputies, tranfmitted to 
them by their Chairman* 

ReibJved, That this Committee 
will perfevere unremittingly in fup- 
pprt of the petitions, and of fuch 
meafures as tend to reduce the un- 
conftttutional influence of the Crown, 
and .for that purpofe are ready to 
unite thtmfelves in a General Alio* 
ciation. 

Refolved, That the obraining of 
a law for taking the fuifrages of the 

ale in fuch a mode as to prevent 
expence in - elections and the 
operation of undue influence therein, 
is neceffary towards the freedom of 
Parliament. 



Refolved, That it U the opinio^ 
*f this Committee that a diligent 
examination ought to be made into 
all the branches of the receipt, ex- 
penditure, and. mod* of keeping and 
palling accounts of public money, in, 
order to obtain the plan of reform* 
requeued by the petitions of tlie 
people, : 

Refolved, That this meetirigrdo 
adjourn to Saturday next, pjeecifeJyat 
x 1 o'clock in the forenoon, to take 
into their further confederation the 
proceedings of the faid Committee 
of Deputies. 

C« J. Fox, Chairman. 

COUNTY of YORK, 1 
Form of an Afibeiation agreed to by 
the Committee of fixty-otie, to 
be recommended to the General 
Meeting of the county of. York* 
held the 28th of March, 1^80. yi 
Whereas during the prefent ex* 
penfive and unfortunate war,- the 
trade, manufactures, and,land-renti 
of this kingdom have been;greatlji 
diminifhed ; the public burthen* 
grievoufly augmented by the annual 
impofition of new and additional 
taxes ; the national debt snormbufly 
increafed ; and the undue influence 
of the Crown extended to an alarm-* 
ing degree by thefe very icircum- 
ftances which threaten the- utter im^ 
poverifhment of thk country : and 
whereas, in thefe times of . national 
difficulty and diftrefs, a juft redrefs 
of grievances can only be expected 
from a free and uncorrupted Parlia-.* 
raent ; and meafures tendings in a 
legal and peaceful way, to reftore 
the freedom of Parliament cannot^ 
efie&ually be fupported but by a 
general union of independent men* 
throughout the: kingdom. 
• We whofe names are un der- writ- 
ten, confidering an (Economical re- 
formation in the expenditure of 
public money to be a moil efTential 
and neceuary meafuxe for reftoring 
the freedom of Parliament ; 
M m 2 And 
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And confitfering alfo, that the re- 
" prefentation of the people in Parlia- 
■ ment is become extremely unequal, 
' infomuch that a great majority of 
* Members is returned by decayed and 
-indigent boroughs, which are either 
at the command of the Crown, and 
< ft few great families, or elfe open 
to general venality; whence iup- 
port in Parliament may be obtained 
<ior the meafures of any Adminiftra- 
~tion, however ruinous they may be 
to the great landed and commercial 
-interefts of this kingdom, contrary 
to the true intent and ufe of the in- 
stitution of Parliaments ; which un- 
equitable distribution of the right to 
eleel Reprefentatives in Parliament 
is now a principal caufe of our nu- 
merous public evils, to which no 
radical cure is likely to be applied, 
till a more adequate rcprefentation 
of the people hath been eftablifhed 
by .law. 

And confidering further, that 
when, the fund of corruption hath 
heen in Tome competent degree re- 
duced, and a more equal rcprefenta- 
tion of the people obtained, more 
frequent elections might be reftored, 
not only to the great content of the 
people, but with certain advantage 
to the honour and integrity of Par- 
liament itfelf, without the mifchiev- 
cus confequence of expofing inde- 
pendent gentlemen to vexatious con- 
tefts with the dependents of any 
Adminiftration. 

We do declare our afTent to 

- I. The ceconomical reform re- 
queued by the petitions of the 
people ; that plan of ftrift and rigid 
frugality now indifpenfibly necef- 
fary in every department of the 
State ; that moil important regula- 
tion for reducing * the unconftitu- 
tional influence of the Crown. 

- z. The proportion for obtaining 
a more equal reprefentation in Par- 
liament, by the addition of at leaft 
one hundred Knights, to be chofen 
in, a due proportion, by the fcveral 



counties of the kingdom .of (?reat 
Britain. 

$, The proportion for .Members 
of the Houfe of Commons to be* e- 
le&ed to ferve in Parliament for a 
• term not exceeding three years. 

And in order more efitfclualry to 
: promote' this laudable plan ofpublic 
reformation by our joint afJiftance 
in a pacific way, we do aifociate for 
that exprefs purpofe, and we do tef- 
tify the farrte by onr fignatnres re- 
fpe&ively. And we do refolve, 
jointly and feparately, to fupport 
thefe neceflary regulations to the 
utmoft of our power, by every ihea- 
fure^ that may be perfectly agreeable 
to law and the Conftitution. More 
particularly we do refolve*, and do 
mutually and moftfolemnly engage, 
that until a reafonable reform m -the 
expenditure 6f public money hath 
been obtained, and until regulations 
for returning at leaft one hundred 
additional county Members to Par- 
liament, and for fhortening the du- 
ration of Parliament to a term not 
exceeding three years, haye been 
eftablifhed by law, we will fupport, 
with our votes and intereft, no can- 
didate whatfoever at the next Gene- 
ral Election, or at any future elec- 
tion, to reprefent this county, or 
any other county or place in Parlia- 
ment, from whofe known integrity 
and attachment to our free Confti- 
tution, and his afTent to thefe con- 
ftitutional improvements, declared 
by figning this aflbciation, or in 
fuch other mode as to' each candi- 
date may feem molt eligible, we 
fhall not be ftrft fully fatisfied that he 
will give his utmoft fupport in Par- 
liament to the following proportions, 
or to fuch part of the reform ptopo- 
fed thereby as fhall not be then ac- 
complifhed, viz, 

i . For one or more, bills to <ot~ 
re& profufion in the expenditure. of 
public moneys to regulate the man- 
ner of making^all; public Contrafts, 
and the mode of keeping and paffing 
* public 
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public accounts ; to reduce exorhir 
tant emoluments of office, and to 
reform the abufes of finecure places, 
and peniions unmerited by public 
fervice. 

' 2. For a biH to eftablifli greater 
equality in the reprefentation of the 
people in Parliament, by allowing 
the feveral counties of the kingdom 
of Great Britain to elect, in a due 
proportion, one hundred Knights 
at leafl in addition to the preient 
number. 

^.' For a bill to fh6rten the dura- 
tion of Parliaments to a term not 
exceeding three, years. 

At the adjourned General Meeting 

of the county of York, held at 
- York the 28th of March, 1780. 
William Chaloner, Efq. in 
the Chair ; 

"A motion being made and the 
^ueftion put, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Form of Aflbciation prepared by the 
Committee of fixty-one be now 
read. 

The Form of an Aflbciatiom be- 
ing read, and a motion being made, 
and the qucftion put, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
Form of AfTociation be adopted by 
this meeting. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Committee of fixty-cme gentlemen, 
together with Sir , William St. Quin- 
tin, Sir William Anderfon, Mr. 
T. Weddell, Dr. Swainrton, Mr. 
Grimfton,' Mr, Pritchard, Mr. 
Childers, &c. &c. be a Committee 
of Aflbciation, arid that twenty-one 
gentlemen of the Committee, or 
rilore, be impowered to act" as a 
Committee, to add to their num- 
ber, and to take fuch legal and con- 
stitutional meaiures as to them mall 
appear moft expedient for promot- 
irfg-the objects of this AfTociation. 

"^Kefoived unanimoufly, That it is 
fheoninionof thisjneeting, that the 
piracation of an ^offenflve war in 



America is moft evidently a meafurq 
which, by employing our great and 
enormoufly expeiifive military ope- 
rations againft the inhabitants of 
that country, prev«nts tki$ from 
exerting its united, vigorous, and 
firm, efforts againft the. powers of 
France and Spain, and has no-other 
effect upon America than to con- 
tinue, and thereby to increafe the 
enmity which has fo long and fo fa- 
tally fubfifted betwixt the arms of 
both, can be productive of no good 
whatever $ but, by preventing con- 
ciliation, threatens the accomplifh- 
ment of the final ruin of the Eritifh 
Empire. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the Committee appointed by 
this meeting to confider of, and 
form, upon legal and conllitutional 
grounds, a proper plan for the de- 
tecting and bringing to juftice all 
perfons who, at the'enfuing Gene- 
ral Election, (hall either give ox 
receive bribes for votes for the elec* 
tion of Members to krve in Parlia- 
ment, and that fuch plan, wheft 
fettled and agreed upon, be commu- 
nicated to otJiier affociated bodies. 

Refolved, That the letter from 
the Lords to the Chairman of tht 
laft General Meeting of the 30th of 
December, expreffing their concur- 
rence with the meaiures agreed to 
by that meeting, be now read. 

The letter being read, a motioa 
made, and the queition being put, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That th£ • 
thanks of this meeting be communi- 
cated by the Chairman to the Lords, 
for their concurrence in thefe mea- 
sure* expretfedby that letter. 

"Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of t(iis meeting be given to 
Sir George Savile for his eminent- • 
ly, faithful Services in Parliament, 
and particularly for his itrenucus 
fupport of the petition of tKis coun- , 
ty in the preient SeiWr'bf Parlia- 
ment. 

R tffolved dnanimoufly, That the 
thanks 
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thanks of this meeting be given to 
thofe Members of Parliament who 
have honoured this meeting with 
their concurrence in the Plan of Af- 
fociation agreed to this day. 

RefolveoVunanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, Sir Robert 
Hildyard, and J. 3.. Sinith, Efq. 
for their wife, judicious, and fpirited 
Conduct at the late meeting of the 
Deputies in London. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Chairman. 

Refolved, That this meeting be 
adjourned, fubjeet to a call by the 
Committee of AiTociatton. 

[This meeting of the county of 
York was the largeft ever known ; 
and the company were perfectly un- 
animous.] 

WILT S. 

At a meeting at the Devizes, on 
Wednefday the 29th of March, 1780, 
the following letters were read ; 
(COP Y.) 
"Sir, March 26, 1780. 

" [am very much mortified, that 
it is not in my power to perform a 
duty, I feel fo very agreeable and 
honourable, as that of attending the 
Comniittee of Correfpondence and 
AiTociation, at Devizes, on Tuefday 
next, and the meeting of the county, 
which is tp be held the fubfequent 
day. 

** The early negative put upon 
the enquiry into the public expendi- 
ture in the Houfe of Lords ; the re- 
fufal of any account of places and 
penfions held by Members of that 
Houfe; the violence done to the 
Conftitution by the' arbitrary remo- 
val of the Earl of Pembroke from 
the Lord Lieutenancy of our county 
(an office which his anceftors have 
fo long and fo honourably held, I 
believe, from its firft inftitution) for 
notrther poffible caufe, but for hav- 
ing voted as a free man upon a pub- 
lic (jueftion ; as well as by that of 



the Marquis of Carmarthen from 
the Lord Lieutenancy of the Eait 
Riding of Yorkfhire. 

" And in the Houfe of Commons, 
the proceeding to lay new burthens, 
without taking any, much lefs effect 
tual ceconomical meafures, in direct 
oppofition to the prayer of our peti- 
tion, as well as thofe of other coun- 
ties ; the number of taxes propofed 
to be fuperadded ; fome bearing 
very hard Upon our county in parti- 
cular ; namely, that which regards 
the private brewery, betides the ad- 
dition made to the fevereft of all du- 
ties, that on fait ; when it is certain 
that triple the fum might have been, 
and may Hill be produced from the 
fuppreffion of unnecefiary offices, 
favings in the mode of expenditure, 
and other ceconomical reforms, 
which require only integrity ta ac- 
compliih ; the difficulties which have 
been thrown in the way of a very 
able plan of reform now before the 
Houfe ; — no enquiry made into ex- 
orbitant contrails ; — accomptants 
fufFered to remain with large public 
balances at their own di^oial ; — 
the meafure for a commiflion of ac- 
counts taken out of independent 
and diiinterefled hands, and afTumed 
by the authors of our . diilrefs, ia 
fuch a manner, as to mock every 
idea of parliamentary independency, 
or popular enquiry j-^-no expecta- 
tion offered by the Minifter, except 
a pofllble reveHionary reduction of 
thofe places which do not contribute 
to the influence of the Crown, ia 
anfwer to the petitions, defiling an 
abolition of thQfe that doj—aad, 
withall, a portion laid down as fan* 
damental, by the fupporters of the 
Court and Minifters in both Houfes, 
that the influence of the Crown is 
not dangerous to the ^onftitutioB, 
and is not increafed, in contradic- 
tion to the evidence of all o*r 
ftnfes. . " 

** Thefe fafts, I apprehend, can 
leave little doubt with any freehold- 
er. 
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er, who approved of the former 
meeting, of the neceflity of imme- 
diately aflbciating for the accom- 
plimmeritof thdfe indifpenfible. ob- 
jects, flated in our .petition, in as 
itroiig terms as constitutional langu- 
age can dictate. / 

" Butlam.fenfible, that it mull 
occur -to our county, as it has already 
done to others, to confider what 
fteps can/be- taken to obtain that re- 
form iff which our prefent Parfta- 
jnfcflY gives fo little hope, acting 
eveif* under all its prefent circumftan- 
ces, ,or what fecurity can be had for 
preferring in future what we may 
have the good fortune to obtain in 
this moment of exigence. It gives 
me*jp-e^tTatisfa£yon to find, that it 
ha^ occurred to' none to have re- 
conrfe to other means than thofe 
purely civil as well as flrictly confti- 
tutionall — Though no one feels with 
more concern the aBufes which have 
taken place in the militia, and par- 
ticularly the departure from the an- 
cient, true, fundamental, and, 'till 
of late'* years',, invariable militia 
principles of keeping them within 
their counties ,' except in cafe of ac- 
tual ' invafton (their prefent diftant, 
and unneceflary removals,, fervin'g' 
only to aflimilate them to the Hand- 
ing army, in principle and in habits, 
not in difcipline) I Hill have that 
confidence in our army as well as 
militia, as at prefent conftituted, 
that I hope neither are yet fo eftrang- 
ed from' a love of the Conflitution, 
as to give any juft apprehenfion of 
ganger. \ . 

" Two meafures have offered 
themfelve's for confaleration, which, 
inafmuen. as they affect the Haufe of 
Commons merely/ come unquef- 
tion ably -within the province of our 
county meeting, and cannot by ^riy 
mifrep'refehtation be conftr.ued j to 
arife from improper motives :'— The 
one 13 ' to ' morten the duration f of 
parliaments; the other, to equalise. 
the xeprefenpation, which at prefent 



confefledly bears no proportion, 
either to the number of people, the 
quantum of property, or the propor- 
tion of public contribution ; nor 
does it hold to any rank or defcrip- 
tion whatever ; but. is the mere child 
of accident or intrigue. \ 

." The people dFEngland, I con- 
ceive, have, and always had, a clear, . 
unalienable, indeFeafibte right, both , 
to the one and the other, in their 
fulleft extent,, nppn a ftronger 
ground than that ''of any Act or 
Acts of Parliament. That " tfyr 
Houfe of Commons ntuit be free u^ 
every circamftanceofits Conftitu- 
tion," is the , foundation ftone of 
al{ our Government. The faitjjir 
right which the people had formerljir, 
and, throngh the bleilmg oi^Go^L; 
exerted fo happily for us, their rajp^ 
terky, to nave Parliaments ««- 
, quently balden, when they were ag r 
grieved by the Crown 1 * mtn-fiei&ajr , 
them, now goes to have* them/wf ^ 
qutntfy and equally chofen, when > ij^, 
appears, through, the length, of the J, 
duration, and the; ineqiiaTity^of f thc ; ; 
'representation, that they are: a $$£.' 
more aggrieved than' they were fo/- ; 
merly, by the total wan^ofthem.-^' 
And if this ft^buldyappear to Be &g 
fenfe of a fair majority of fhe peqpte^ . 
collected together, elthei'ih.cgun^j-. 
meetings or in any otSer condi- 
tional mode, there can be no doubt, 
but that proper laws will be imme- 
diately enacted to reftbre the con#i; 
,tution to its firll principles In thcfc 
particulars ; for it is not to J>e preV v 
fumed, that the prefent defeqtivc/ 
reprefcntatian would venture .to op- 
pofe the manifeil fenfe of thofe from.., 
whom they derive, all their authority; 
much lefs that the Houfe of Lords, 
confuted as' it -is; or the Crown, , 
could be fo ill-adyifed, as to deny ., 
their concurrence and aiTent to ft 
falutary a reform, in a part g>£ the;. "- 
v CQnititution, which more particular/ , 
ly belongs to the' democracy* — — 
Thcfe principles are fo unalterably ". . 
engraven 
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engraven in my mind, that I" fhotjd 
iold myfclf criminal in the fuppref- 
iion of them when called for. It 
will be for the county to judge, 
whether they will, proceed to decla- 
ratory refohitions on the fubjeft of 
them, and then* wait till the fenieroP 
the reft of tfce kingdom is fo far 
known r or whether* : tfcy\viM l>e 
contented finally^ without pumtng 
the right of the people to its ntmoft c 
extent, Tiy inYif^ttg'iiDon ar; annual' 
ele&ion, and a tdtft 'change of the ; 
reprefentation^ There are men, of 
whofe integrity" there is 'out one 
voice, and whofe judgment deferye's 
every attentibnthrotr^nout England^ 
wRo forefee more incohveniehce'than 
I eonfefs'I do in the tyhm extertfof ■ 
thefe proportions.'; Btffides, the cori- 
Sequences of great changes, hive been 
in aH tfmes, fo' uncertain, ' that It ' 
may be molt tfrndetrtfio avoid them ; 
clpecially as, in the prefent inftance, 
I am free te own, that, fo "fat as I 
am capable of judging, every end 
may be obtained : By' t the repeal of 
the Septennial A&, and a reasonable 
addition of courity members, chofen 
by diftri&s, or under fbme regula- 
tion, which might preclude all ne- 
ceflary expence. But I mall moft 
wittingly fubferibe to the difcretion 
and wifdom of the meeting in this, 
and every other confideration of ex- 
pediency, and I dare rely upon the 
generofity and candour of the county 
and Committee, that they would put 
a juft interpretation upon the liberty 
I take, meaning to atfume no more 
than what might become any other 
freeholder ; fubmitting my unre- 
ferved fentiments, in the time of 
diftrefs, to their better judgment, 
as I- cannot have the honour of at- 
tending in perfon, when I might ex- 
plain myfelf more particularly upon 
each, part, asoccafion might require. 
I have nothing fp much at heart as 
to prove the fmcertty and confiftency 
of my conduft upon v all occafion?, 
but moft of all in the county of my 



refidence, and among a neighbour- 
' hood whofe good opinion mufl in 
the, end make the comfort and ho- 
. nour of my life. 

^ " I have the honour to be, with 
great refpeft and confideration, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 

and hujnble fervant, 
' Shelburne." 

-! 'T.Ttf John Audrv, Ejq* 
Chairman of the Wiltfhirc Committee* 

Cojy of Mr. Fox'/ Letter 16 J.'Au- 

DRY, Efq, 

\ Si r, March 25, 1780. 

' " t am extremely forry, that it 

will not be in my power to attend 

the Wiltihire Committee on Monday 

next, but' I hope you will have the 

'goodnefs to make my excufe to them. 

I need, make no obfervation on the 

very great effects the petitions have 

'already had upon Parliament, The 

numbers who have divided in fup-' 

port of them, numbers fometimes 

amounting to a majority, are a clear 

'and Undeniable proof, that when the 

people have the fpirit to fhew them- : 

felves, they never mew themfelves 

in vain. " 

It is always hazardous to rlfk ones 
credit upon future events ; but if 
temperate and fimple plans of aflb- 
ciation are adopted, and thofe plans 
adhered to with iteadinefs in the fe- 
veral petitioning counties and cities, 
I think it next to impoffible, that 
we mould not be able to rid ourfelves 
of that overbearing influence of the 
Crown, which is in effeft the caufe 
of all the grievances wc lament. 
The effects already produced by our 
exertions, are almoft incredible, when 
we confider how vi/ionary any man 
would have been efteenied fix months 
ago, who had hoped to abolifh, by 
aft of Parliament, any of the places 
dependent upon the civil lift ; but 
we muft not forget, that the little 
we have carried, has been carried a- 
gainft th« effort of the Minifters, who 
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jnave flill the power of the country in 
their hands, fo that all hopes of fu- 
ture fuccefs muft depend folely upon 
the exertions of the peopled No- 
thing can be more .apparent, than 
that the fervants of the Crown are 
united in a determination to refift all 
the obje&s you have moft at heart — 
where they fail in ftrength, they 
have re^ourfe to ftratagem ; but nei- 
.ther violence nor ftratagem, can de- 
Feat the wifties of the people of Eng- 
land, if they will but perfevere in 
firm temperate meafures for obtain- 
ing them. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yiour moft obedient fervant, 
C. J. Fox. 
. After the Chairman had read the 
above letters, he acquainted the gen- 
tlemen prefent, that great part of 
the bufinefs wasftill depending in 
Parliament ; up^n which, the fol- 
lowing refolutiohs were agreed upon : 

That the Committee appointed at 
tfie lafl General Meeting, be con- 
tinued with the fame powers as be- 
Fore ; and that the following gentle- 
men be added to the Committee, 
.Hon. B. Bouvorie, Rev. Mr. Canon 
Bowie*, Robert John Buxton, Efq.. 
.Humphry Sturt, Efq. and John 
Aldrige Ballard, Efq. 

It appearing to this Meeting, that 
the 4an&er to which the Earl of 
6helburne has been lately expofed, 
.was in confequence of his upright 
and Spirited condudl in Parliament; 
Refoived iroanimoufly, ... 

That this Meeting do prefent their 
congratulations to his Lordftiip, on 
the profped of his fpeedy recovery.* 

That the thanks of this Meeting 
be given to the EarL of Shelburne^ 
for the very full and candid fenti- 
mehts exprefTed in his- letter to the 
Chairman, of the a6di inftant. 

That the thanks of this Meeting 
be given to the Earl of Pembroke, 
forkis upright conduct in the Houfe 
of Peers, in fupport of the favourite 
object in the petition of this counfy, 

Vol. IX, 
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viz. An.enquiry into the expenditure 
oV money out of the Civil Lift ; and 
our concern that his Ebrdfhip ap- 
pears to have been removed on that 
.account, from tfte Lieutenancy Of 
this county. , 

That if the Committee /hall 
hereafter think it axlvifeable to fend 
any of their members to meet gentle- 
men fen t from other counties,, that 
the perfons fo fent be j regained to 
promoting the prayer of the petition 
— public ^econoin^ ; ana that no . 
members of the Committee Be fb 
appointed, but at a meeting to he 
holden for the fpecial purpofe of fuch 
an appointment, on the notice by 
circular letters of ten days, at the 
leait, and unlefs fuch appointment 
be made with the confent of the ma- 
jority of twenty-one, at leaft, aftem- 
bled at the faia Committee* 

Adjourned, fine die, fubject to tfie 
cali of the Chairman. , 



From the Pennfylyania Gaztite. 

It is no uncommon thing For mean 
to be warm in a caufe, and yet not 
to know why it is that they are warm. 
The paffion of one is lighted up hy 
the paifion of another, and the whole 
circle is on flame ; but the mind, in 
the mean time, is, like a dark cham- 
ber, without a fingle ray of light to 
.pervade it. In tliis cafe.it will hag- 
pen, that when the hafly paffion. 
fhall have fjjent its force, the gene- 
rous reibl.uuons ;which it kindled up 
.fhall alfb die with it. , 
. In the great affairs of religion, a 
ftrong ilafh of ideas on the fancy may 
.excite acombuftion of devotion ; but, 
mileft the reafon is engaged* to feed 
and fupply the burning, it will, die 
away, and neither §g§i narhegt 
will be found remaining Tn.it. ^Jt 
was the c.omnoenoStipp of tlie. citi- 
zens of Ber^a, . when , the gofpel wgs 
iirft preached . ( ttl, j tfiem ? tnat ' Vt^ey 
fearched tnV Scrfptures whether thefe 
things were fo." Thofe who, with- 
out examination had received it, 

N n without 
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without examination might alfo give 
it up; but this more " honourable" 
people had maturely weighed the 
doctrine, and embracing it, gave 
ground to believe, that as they were 
rational, fo they would be perfe- 
vering Chriftians. 

The political concerns of our 
country are equally the objects of 
reflection; and yet men will often 
times be engaged in a meafure, and 
will pufh it warmly, though they 
know not the ground upon which 
they had fet out. Like the townf- 
anen of Ephefus, the afTembly is 
-" confufed," and the greater part 
" know not why it is that they are 
called together." " Zeal" of this 
kind " without knowledge," as it 
-Is commonly extravagant, fo it is but 
of fhort continuance. 

I am therefore greatly happy when 
I take a view of this country, and 
confider that, in our conteft with 
Great Britain, fo much light has 
been thrown upon the minds of the 
common people. You will fcarcely 
find a man fo uninformed as not to 
be able to explain to you not the 
-fteps only, but the manner in which 
every ftep has been taken, on the 
one fide to enflave, and on the other 
to refift, in the courfe of the debate. 
I am fully of opinion, that there are 
'plain farmers in our country, who 
will difcourfe more fenfibly on the 
great principles of our oppofition, 
than any even the mbft eminent 
amongft that minority in the Britifh 
Houfe of Commons, who had un- 
dertaken to defend our caufe. The 
fpeeches of thefe have been a tifTue 
of abfurd contradiction, granting the 
fupreme authority of Parliament in 
4bwe cafes, and yet not granting it 
in all ; as if what was fupreme and 
did extend in any cafe could be li- 
mitted. But the plain mechanic, or 
the farmer of our country, will in- 
form you that her authority never did 



extend in any cafe ; and hence all 
debate about the limit between the 
authority of Britain, and the legis- 
lative right of America, which lay 
unoccupied like a wide interval, and 
was called the " Great Serboniaa 
Bog,"* vanifhed at once. 

It would give me great pleafure to 
have it in my power to pay the fame 
compliment to the undcrftanding of 
my countrymen with regard to their 
accurate and clear knowledge of the 
nature, the extent, and the princi- 
ples of that treaty into which we have 
entered with the Court of France. 
There would then be lefs danger from 
any attempt of the adverfary to fe- 
duce us from it. Our paiDons are 
as much engaged in its favour as it 
is poflible for the paflions of men to 
be engaged in any matter whatfoevef; 
but I am apprehenfive that our rea- 
fon is not fo well-informed as it 
ought to be, and though our attach- 
ment is indeed ftrong towards it, yet 
we embrace it not with the nobler 
faculty, or power of the foul, the 
understanding. 

Thofe great men who, in our de- 
bate with Britain, drew their pens 
and illumined the fubject, either 
weary with a long fervice, or* fo en- 
gaged that they could not undertake 
a new talk, have been filent with 
regard to the many and particular 
advantages of our new connection. 
The people in the mean time, called 
off to yield a perfonal fervice in the 
field, have not had leifure to attend 
to what might be faid to them, even 
if there had been thofe who could 
undertake to explain it. Hence it 
is, that though almoft every man 
can give you a good account of the 
meafures, and the injuries of Bri- 
tain, yet few can note down pre- 
cifely the fpirit, principles, and 
great extent and glorious nature of 
our prefent &f« and happy alli- 
ance. 

Shall 
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Shall not I therefore be thought to 
defer ve thanks, who, aimdft a mul- 
tiplicity of avocations, have endea- 
voured to obtain fome accurate and 
clear knowledge of the equal nature 
and reciprocal advantages of this alli- 
ance, and do fome times fnatch a 
moment to note down in a plain man- 
ner what I have to fay upon the fub- 
jecl. Certainly I mall at leaft deferve 
to be heard, more efpecially, as 
avoiding all perfon'al reflections that 
tnight wound the feelings of parti- 
cular men, J proceed undeviating 
from the path in which I had fet out, 
and keeping fingly in my view the 
information of the people, on a fub- 
ject in which I conceive them to be fo 
deeply interefted. It is not to be 
fuppofed but that I have my feelings 
as well as other men, and that often- 
times, when a good opportunity pre- 
fents itfelf, I am under fome tempta- 
tion to give a flap in the face to one 
and another as I pafs along, and to 
revenge my felf on tho/e whofe pride 
and faftidioufnefs I difapprove, or 
who, from any caufe, are pleafed to 
fre my enemies. It might be in my 
power to do this in a manner that all 
the world would know the originals 
whofe characters I had defcribed, and 
yet neither tlje mouths of law nor the 
tongues of the men could fay any 
thing againft pie, npt being able to 
affix it certainly that tfisy were the 
very individuals pointed put by the 
faxcafm. But as I have in view the 
good of my country and not the gra- 
tification of refentment, however 
well-founded it may be, I /hall dif- 
dain every thing of this nature, and 
go on with what I had propofed, the 
consideration of '* the treaty," and 
of the great good that mull flow from 
it. 

To take this matter clearly along, 
it will be neceflary that we go back 
to that period when iirit our Com.mif- 
fioners at Paris folicited the Court of 
France for afliftance in our jull and 
defenfive war with Britain* On this 
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occafion it is reafonable to fuppofe, 
that the Court, by one of her fervants, 
might have entered into a converfa- 
tion with our CommifTioners to the 
following purpofe :— Gentlemen, 
we are not unacquainted with the na- 
ture of your debate, and we have 
been witnefs of the refolution and the 
perfeverance you have manifested ; 
but were we to place ourfelves in the 
fame line with you, and to make 
your enemies our enemies, what are 
we to gain by it? The power of 
Great- Britain, efpecially by fea, is 
not contemptible. You are not able 
to add a finale (hip of force to our 
fleets, to enable us to combat her 
with more advantage, on what me 
has called her own element. Your 
privateers may diflrefs her commerce^ 
but you do not inform us that you 
poflefs what may deferve the name of 
a maritime force. Juftrefpiringfrom 
a former war, fhall we then draw 
upon ourfelves the hoftility of this 
power, whom we have experienced 
to be greatly formidable in her naval 
ftrength? Shall we do this without 
the hope of afliftance in the war, an 4 
at the fame time without theprofpecl 
of advantage to be gained by it? 
Your caufe may be juft, and you may 
deferve that liberty for which you 
have contended; but you are not to 
apprehend that the whole French 
nation has taken upon herfelf a vow 
of kni^ht-hood, and is about to go 
through the earth to refcue fair la- 
dies, and to free the world of mon- 
gers. The days of chivalry and ro- 
mance are oyer; and France em- 
barking in your caufe from, an heroic 
principle of doing kind afts, without 
thie Jeall profbeft of advantage, might 
be confidered, in future times, as we 
now confider the Dukes of Nor- 
mandy and the Sovereigns of other 
States of Europe, in their expeditions 
to the Holy Land. 

But let me fee; there are fome 
advantages which it may be in your 
power to concede to us. We under- 

N n 2 Hand, 
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ftand, from the hiftory of your con- 
nexion with Great Britain, that you 
had ac/quiefced in the reftridtion of 
your commerce to her fhores, and 
this as a recompence for that protec- 
tion which her fleets afforded' you. 
It was the ground of your complaint, 
that, over and above this, fhe infilled 
upcn a right to tax and ^ to bind; 
in all cafes whatsoever.*' Are you 
willing to grant to France this ex- 
clufive right of your commerce for 
the fame protection. ? Or, if you de- 
fir,e an unreilrained commerce, will 
jou engage a fum of money to be 
paid at a future day, to indemnify 
for the expences of a war to which, 
on your account, fhe may be in the 
end expofed? 

'Or, if this is not agreeable, is 
there no adjoining territory which 
you may affifl us to reduce, and 
which you may guarantee to France ? 
Gentlemen, I will take the liberty 
to call my eye upon that map which 
you have in your pofleflion. It is 
the map of the Thirteen United 
States, which extend from the coun- 
try warned by the Kennebec and 
Penobfcot on the north, to the Sa- 
vannah on the fouth, and in breadth 
from the ocean to the inland coun- 
try. To the north of thefe States, 
claimed* and poflefled by you, is Ca- 
nada and Nova Scotia, and to the 
.fouth is the country of the two Flo- 
riSas, yet in pofTefJion of the Crown 
of Great Britain. To Canada we 
tave ' a proper claim, as it has been 
wrefted from us. in the late war by 
that very power" to whom you are 
now in opposition. Nova Scotia 
could be held conveniently with 
this, and both^ would be advantage- 
ous becaufe of the fur trade, and 
likewife on account of their fituation 
neighbouring to the fifheries of New- 
foundland, to fome fhare of which 
we have an exclufive right, and to 
what remains, a common right with 
all nations. The country of the 
two Floridas would, form a happy 



diftrift, towards the Miffiflippi . river. 
' Will you guarantee both thefe eftatej 
to France, On condition' that fhe' 
takes a decided part in your behalf, 
in the confeft with' Great Britain ? 

This might have 'been the langu- 
age of the Court of France; and 
for my part' I do not fee what we 
could have faid in anfwer to it. The 
conditions were reafonable, and it 
was every hour before our eyqs, that 
if we did not by fome means obtain 
her afliftance, we fhould be reduced 
to extreme diftrefs. But France 
laid bur Commiflioners under no 
embarrafTments of this nature. She 
expatiated not upon the rifle and the 
, expences of a war, in order that fhe 
might have it in her power to fcrew 
us up* to fome nard t conditions. She 
did not infult our poverty, by tejling 
us that fhe knew we had not money 
to pay for her afHftance, and there- 
fore fhe could not expect it front us. 
She did not wound our pride by in- 
lifting that we mould reftricl our 
commerce to her fhores, nor did fhe 
impofe the.hard circumftance of fuf- 
fering her to repofTefs Canada, and 
to bend her empire as fhe did for- 
merly to the weft of our plantations.' 
No, I can affert it to have been the 
reasoning of her Councils, thar it 
would be neither he"r intercit nor our 
intereft that a compact upon any 
other than oh equal terms mould ta.ke 
place between us * and therefore 1 ihe 
would not admit that one ebneemon 
ihoiild be made in 'favour a£ her 
commerce ; or that any of the exr 
pences of a war, 1 which would una- 
voidably fucceed, mould be reim- 
burfed to her.; or that a foot of ter- 
ritory fhould be made the ftipulation 
for her fervice. She well knew that ' 
reftri&ed commerce, and money to 
be paid at a future day, would hang 
upon the* minds of the people of 
America, and produce difcontent, 
and in the end be the fource of de- 
bate and difruption; The poffeffion 
of a neighbouring territory would 
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hv particularly dangerous. The 
icttfpates' that Would" arife between 
the ftibje&s of the one dominion and 
the citizens of the other, on the li- 
mits of the two pofleffions, would 
iclaim the attention of the King of 
Prance and the Stat.es of America, 
^hich might involve a war of longer 
duration than that in which we are 
^engaged with Great Britain, and 
from which bur ally has now fought 
to relieve us. " Befides, the Indians 
on our frontiers would' now' 1 and 
Ihen, from thejealoufy and fufpiciori 
-*f their nature^' 'or provoked by a 
juft caufe, make incurfions on the 
■fettlements of France, and of thefe 
States ; in which cafe the inhabi- 
tants On one fide, and thofeW the 
other would be charged, and perhaps 
be too often chargeable, with having 
inftigated them to fuch hoftilities. 
This would be the bottom ftone of 
buildings; not of love and good of- 
fices, and wealth, and glory to the 
two dominions, but 6f hatred, vio- 
lence, and wrfr, a*nd men's bones 
whitening on the fields of battle for 
Succeeding generations. To avoid 
confequences of this nature, France 
has /truck away every circumftarice 
that could involve a -quarrel. She 
has " renounced for everthe pof*- 
feiSon'* o£ any territory neighbour- ■ 
ing to us, Itis not in ou> power tq 
difagree about the boundaries arid 
land-marks of' our pofleffions on the 
continent; The limit is precifely 
marked, not by a line drawn upon 
the earth, or imaginary in the hea- 
vens, but by the current of r the Bay 
of Mexico, and the wide Atlantic 
ocean. 

In the mean time, the terms of our 
alliance for' the exigencies of the war, 
and for commercial intercourse, are 
equal. To ufc the language of the in- 
• trodu&ion to the treaty of amity and 
commerce, <( tKc Moll Chriftkn 
King, and the Thirteen United 
States of North-America, viz. &c. 
willing to fix, in an 'equitable and 



permanent manner, the rules which ' 
ought to be 'followed' relative to the 
correfpondence and commerce-, whiclj 
the two parties defire to* eftablifh be*, 
tween their refpe&ive countries, 
ftates, and fubje&s ; his Moft Cbrif- 
tian Majefty, and the {aid United 
States have judged that the faidenJ 
could not' be better obtained than 
by taking for the bauY of their a- 
greerrient, the moft perfect, equality 
and reciprocity, and by carefully 
avoiding aH thofe burthenfome pre- 
ferments which are ufuajly the four, 
ces of * debate) embarrafTment, and 
diicontent." Thus it is that we 
pofTefs a commerce free and unre- 
ftrained as is the air which bears us 
to the different harbours. We may 
go where we pleafe, ' and we may 
take what we • pleafe from any na- 
tion of the earth. Let France ex- 
pend half the treafures of her king- 
dom in the war on our account, we 
are not under obligation to repay a 
fingle Louis d r Or : for the fervice. 
What individual has ever afted in 2 
more equal manner ? What nation 
of the world has ever exhibited- a 
like example of magnanimity and 
wifdom of her councils? Th'ehiftory * 
of the moft virtuous State or Com- 
monwealth that the world Ka^ever ' 
known, can produce nothing -like, it. ^ 
The Roman Republic, whofe £0$$ ; 
it 'was to relieve the oppreffed; 
though her ftory is told by her owif 
writers, is not able to produce 
one fingle a& of equally dilin- 
terefted kindnefs. She fent her le- 
gions to aflift an exiled Prince, or 
an invaded State, but it was with a 
view, as the event conftantly evinc- • 
ed, .that by obtaining once a footing 
in that Country, "me might finally re- 
duce it in obedience toherfelf. "Ta- 
citus, in his life of Julius Agricola, 
gives us a very juft idea of the pre- 
tended generofity of that people in 
every age of their hiftory. He puts 
it into the mouth of the Caledonian 
General Galgacus, at the foot of 
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tfce Grampian mountains, what was 
their real conduct, viz. IC That when, 
hy the ravages of war, they had made 
a country defolate, they called it 
giving peace to that country." It 
will be remarked in future times, as 
the glory of the prefent age, that two 
lingular events. have come to pafs in 
it.: Firft, that a young and unpre^ 
pared people have had refolution to 
oppofe an old eftablimed and power- 
ful nation : Second, that a great 
Prince, taking no advantage of their 
Situation to extract conceflions and 
engagement has taken them by'the 
hand, and conducted them to that 
independence which they fought, and 
in pofleflion of which they will one 
day b^e a great and happy people. 

Thb Honest Politician. ., 

From the /ami. 

When we call that treaty equal into 
which we have entered with the Court 
of France, we mean to fay that no 
advantage has been taken of ourfitua- 
tion as an invaded and diftrefled peo- 
ple; but that every article is juft fuch 
as it would have been had we placed 
©urfelves at the diftance of an hundred 
years hence, when, to ufe the language 
of the Sieur Gerard to our Commifr 
fioners at Paris, we fhould be " fully 
cflabliftied.7.* In this treaty if migjip 
have bpen *eafonably demanded pf us . 
that we mould concede fome advan- 
tages, as our neceffity was preffing, 
and our very exigence was at ftake. 
Unfupported during one more cam- 
paign, we might have been reduced to 
make the western mountains the bar- 
rier of our war. 

The fubjedl is delicate, and I have 
Ibeen careful ip the courfe of thefe 
papers to keep out of view the low 
ftate of our affairs both at home and 
abroad at the time when the happy 
news of the alliance was announced to 
us. But certainly it was low enough, 
and in the defigns of Providence fuf- 
ficient to make that great event joyful 
to jhe whole continent. I hadhinced 



in a former paper, where I found it 
in irfy way to touch upon this fubject, 
That it " might be pqflible I had top 
much depreiled the fituation of Ame- 
rica, and advanced the interponcion 
of the Court of France." But from a 
review of the circumftances, and from 
the opinion of others on the fubject, 
I am now con6dent, that fo far have 
1 been from heightening our diftrefs, 
that I have by no means drawn it to 
the Jjfe in my defcription. I remem- 
ber well that fuch was the Gtuation of 
the army, while they lay at the Valley 
Forge in the winter of the year 177?, 
deftitute of clpathing, many times in 
want of provisions, and greatly dif- 
couraged, that a memher of Congrefs, 
who had been pn a Committee to the 
camp to new model the troops with 
the advice of CJeneral Wafhington, 
declared to me, that *■* fuch had been 
the ftate of things, that nothing but 
the great virtues of that man had kept 
the army together.'* , The annuncia- 
tion of tjie alliance kindled up every 
hope, and reftored our affairs both at ■ 
home and abroad tp new vigour* 
Having thus far digrefied, I return to 
the line of thought I had taken up in 
the beginning of this paper, and fhall 
go on to mew, that, in *he treaty 
which we npw have before us, thgre is 
«* the moft perfect equality and reci- 
procity" for tl*e V broad bafis" of it. 
* We have feen that it was not potfi r 
ble for France 50 receiveYroin Britain, 
an.y ftipulation to fecure her neutrali- 
ty, becaufe (he would thereby draw, 
upon herfelf the jealoufy of other 
powers, who would difturb that peace 
which it is her great objeft to main- 
tain. For the fame reafon it was not 
poflible for France to accept, from 
America, any exciuuv< privilege of 
commerce ; for' this alfo would draw 
upon her the jealoufy of other powers, 
who, though they had not contributed 
in the lead degree to eftablifb, our in- 
dependence, yet, fuch is the nature 
of the human heart, would fee no 
reafon why they ought not to ftiare 
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Fully in the great advantages to be 
drawn from it, 

* But, it was not the will of France 
to confine any part of the trade bf 
America to her fhores, nor to impofe 
upon that trade any inequality of du- 
ties or of cuftoms to be paid'at her 
ports ; for (he well* knew that however 
Teadily the people of America, if 
greatly oppreffed, might concede ar- 
ticles of that land, and however kind- 
ly they might fubmit to it while a 
fenfe of the benefits they had received 
lay upon their minds, and kept them 
foft and pliant, yet the heart of man 
is prone to forget favours, and they 
would, after fome time, defire to 
throw off all reflraint, and be free in 
every path upon the water, as they 
y/ort already free in every law upon 
the land. We fee, therefore, from 
the prefent treaty that we are not 
under obligation to fend to France a 
{ingle article of the commerce of this 
country ; and thevelTel which, led by 
theprofpect of advantage, fhall fail to 
her ports, is not under obligation to 
paya'fingle duty, impofl, or cu Horn 
which chemoft 4C favoured nations do 
not pay." But the if moil favoured 
nations" failing to the ports of France, 
are exempted from duties, and there- 
fore the States of America, in the 
ports of France, are exempted from 
duties which other nations are obliged 
to pay. Indeed, as a great part of 
the revenue of the Grown is drawn 
from the duties upon commerce, it is 
impoffible to difpenfe with the pay- 
ment of a duty wholly, and in all 
cafes whatsoever ; bqt fuch has been 
the condefcenfion of the nation in the 
treaty with America, that one port is 
given where no duty fhall be paid ; 
and what is an evidence that it does 
not repent her of that circumftance 
in our favour, fhe has added more 
than we could claim by the treaty, 
and has given us one or two free ports 
fcefidei Marftillcs ; and has it even in 



contemplation to grant two others (q m 
our conveniMicy of commerce iri' the 
weftern feas. But, every article rela- 
tive to commerce between France and 
the States, is fecured from all poffible , 
charge of inequality, by the circum- 
ftance that there is no duty which the 
■** moil favoured nations'* are obliged 
to pay, and which America fhall pay, 
but V it is underftood that the Uniteji 
States, or any of them, are at liberty^ 
when they fhall judge it proper, ^o 
eftablifh a duty equivalent in the fame 
cafe V 

What were it to the purpofe if we 
were under the neceflity of paying 
fome duty in every port of France? 
We have not bound ourfelves by the 
treaty to carry to that kingdom, or 
-to take from it any article but what 
we pleafe to carry to it or to take front 
it. So far from this, that without 
exacting the leafl engagement of this 
nature, fhe has undertaken to gua- 
rantee the freedom of our trade to all 
nations- Indeed, if in the original 
compact, there is no reftriction of our 
trade in any of' its branches to her 
fhores, as was the cafe in the whole 
of our commerce in our connection 
with Great Britain, there is no dan. 
ger but that for her own fake, France 
will give every freedom, and every 
encouragement to America in trade, 
that fhe can pofTibly afford to any 
people whatfoever. 

We fee then that with regard to 
commerce, no advantage has been 
taken, as a recompense for any-fer- 
vice rendered in the eftablifhment Of 
thefe States. At to Impofh and du- 
ties, there are none to pay ; or we 
are equal in our right to impofe them, 
and if an armed vefTel of the States is 
obliged to take under its protection 
the veffels and effects of his Mofl 
Chriftian Majefty, fo " the armed 
" veffels of his Molt Chriftian Ma- 
" jefty fhall, on all occafions, tajce 
-** under their protection all veffels 
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.' r belonging to the fubjects, people, 
" or inhabitants of the United States, 
€i or any of them, and holding the 
€t fame courfe, and going the fame 
" way ; and fhall defend fach veflels 
.** as long a s they hold the fame courfe, 
"or go the fame way, againft all 
"attacks, force or violence, in the 
** fame manner as they ought to pro- 
ct tect and defend the veiTels belong- 
** ing to the, fubjects of the Moft 
,** ChrifHao King." In this we have 
greatly and manifeftly'the advantage. 
For whereas our navaj force is fmall, 
we can do very little, for many years, 
to protect the trade of France, while, 
on the other hand, the fleets of this 
nation are-fpread over every fea. Our 
merchantmen will fall in with them, 
and will fail under their protection 
from Cape Horn to the fifheries of 
Newfoundland ; from the Baltic tp 
the Cape of Good-Hope, and from 
the Cape of Good-Hope to the Eaft- 
Indies. 

It has been already faid, that 
.France might reafonably have de- 
manded a fubfidyof thefe States for 
the expences me might incur on their 
account. It is true, it was her in- 
tereft that we fliould be difconnected 
with Great-Britain; but it was not 
tier intereft fo flrongly, and fo eflen- 
tlally as it was ours. It was necef- 
fary for her fafety, but it was necef- 
fery for our exiftence. She could not 
live in peace without it ; we could 
not live at all. It was then reafon- 
able, that, if fhe put her navy, and 
theilrength of her kingdom to a pre- 
sent rifk, we fhould contribute, at a 
future day, fomething in return for 
this generous exertion. But France 
would not fuffer that the leaft idea of 
a fubfidy fhould be ever placed be» 
fore our minds. We mould not pay 
a fingle Louis d'Or for her fervice. 
It is exprefsly flipulated by the ninth 
. article, *' that there fhall be no after- 



,claim of compenfation on one fide or 
the other, whatever may be theevertt 
of the wart**' 

France well knew that a fubiidy, 
however reaforiable it might appear, ' 
and however eafily received, would 
at length wear the feelings of the 
people, and caufe them, after fome 
time, to wifh they had it not 10 pay. 
With a fpirit of true phjlofophy and 
reafon, France, therefore eafily neg^ 
Iedted the mention of any thing of 
this kind, and there is now, in all 
articles relative to commerce, the 
moft perfect equality in the condi- 
tions of the compact of our alliance; 

With regard to territory, we do 
not grant to France one foot claimed 
or pofTefTed by us, nor do we engage 
to guarantee one foot claimed or 
poflefTed by others on the Continent* 
and which, in the courfe of the war, 
fhe might be able to reduce- On the 
contrary, flie has ceded by the treaty* 
the whole of what before had been 
called Britiih America, to fome part 
of which, as it had been wrefted from 
her, fhe had a juft claim. She not 
only cedes to thefe States, Canada, 
and Nova Scotia, and the Floridas, 
but fhe'engages to guarantee thefe 
pofTeffions. For, " if we fhall think 
fit to attempt the reduction of the 
Britifh power remaining in the nor- 
thern parts of America, or the ifland 
of Burmudas, thofe countries, or 
iflands, in cafe of fuccefs, fhall be 
confederated with, or dependent up- 
on, the United States^." 

In return for <• this, what do we 
guarantee to France? Her Weft- 
India iilands only ; and this. for our 
advantage. For,- as we cannot yet 
hold one Weft-India iiland by oar 
fleets, it is our interetf, that they be 
held by thofe who are our allies, and 
from whom we can receive from the 
free ports every article of commerce 
without duty, import, or culton. 



t Treaty of Allianc, article IX. 
i Treaty of Alliance, article V* 
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rnore.than we are at liberty to efta- 
blifh, in like cafe, upon articles ex- 
ported from tRe Continent to thofe 
iflands. 

Do not we guarantee to France 
her pofleffions on the Continent of 
Europe ? By no means. She may 
he at war ten ages on that fide of the 
Atlantic oceari, arid we may know 
no more about it* and hear no more 
of it than we do of the rattling of the 
wind over forhe diftant country. We 
may hear of the wars that mail arife, 
but the found of them (hall pafs 
above us* and but give us to know 
the happinefs of that tranquility 
which we enjoy. Here then is the 
cafe. On every invafion of our ter* 1 
ritory, in every war in which we are 
engaged with a foreign power, France* 
has bound heWef to affift and defend 1 
our country. In ariy war in wfcich* 
fhe may be engaged, unlets on ac- 
count of her WeAVfndia ifUnds, 
which it is out intereft to prefcrve,' 
and fecure for her*' We have no con-* 
cern whatfoeveTi ,J * * 

In th^fe refpe^&rmali I call the ' 
treaty equal f It is nianifcftly un- r 
equal, and the balance of advantage, 
is in favour of thefe States. When- 
Icoafider thefe things, I am ready 
to pronounde the councils of the: 
French Court worthy every prtffev 
Hergenerofityhas far exceeded what' 
we ofually obfetve in the conduct of 
individuals/ who are led by perfonal' 
attachment to favour the ebjecls of 
their kindnefa. More has not been 
done by any nation to another fince 
the world began. Affiftanoe has 
been given, but on fuch terms as to 
take away all obligation; Here alone 
we have feen affiftance given, and^ 
the terms oh which it is given, but 
conditions of advantage to the people 
fo affifted. Great-Britain was not 
equally generous- in the affiftance, 
which, under Elisabeth, fhe gave to' 
the States of Holland. Though 
greatly ai>prehcnfive of the power of 



Spain, and in the fame fitaatlon, 
with regard to that monarchy, as 
was France, at the commencement 
of this wa% with regard ;to England, 
yet fhe did not candidly acknowledge 
it; but, in corifenting to lend affift- 
ance, me kept out of view every idea* 
of any intereft of her own, and de- 
ferring that equality of terms which 
the common danger mould have 
brought her to propofe, the exacted 
in the treaty annexed, " that her 
expencea mould be refunded after the 
conclusion of the war, and that the 
towns of Flushing, and the Brille, 
with the caftle of Ramraekins mould, 
in the mean time, be configned int©> 
fcer hands by way of fecurity,"* Nay, 
the fullering and invaded States, m 
order to engage her -ft ill more to their 
intereft, thought it neceflary to com- 
pJiment her by conferring on her Ge- 
neral, the Earl.of Leicefier, whom Ihe* 
had feat over, though but a weak' 
man, the command of their forces ; 
and what marks the policy of Courts' 
at that time, the. Queen, as this was' 
done without her requeft, took ad- 
vantage of the circumftance, and 
that Sie might not feem to be under 
any obligation, on account of it, 
greatly blamed the States, as having 
done that which was by no means 
agreeable. If we contrail this con- 
dud with that of France in all her* 
proceedings with regard to us, we 
lhall perceive a very wide difference. 
She has not pretended " that~fhe a&- 
ed wholly for ourfakes/ 1 She has not, 
in one inftance, ihewed a difponuon 
to advance her fcrvkes, or to make 
more of them than they would bear. 
This ought tb inrpire us with the 
greater love, and to ctufe us to em- 
brace her with the more true and 
fmcere affection. It ought to be the 
language of every American, in the 
words of the poet, 

■ ob hoc nunc 
" Laua iffi debet*/, et a me gratia 
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, T; Will conclude whatl liaye to, fay 
at the- prefeo*;tiro<i, on, the ar'ticlea.pf 
this treaty, by. obferving, that it is a 
proof deroanftrative.of its fairnefs ami 
equality, that/our enemies lhave net 
been able to fbdv<>Ufc anything o* 
which to ground a charge of anfair- 
naf», inequality, *>r ..inficljpufnefs., 
They have declared France ij&fidiow,; 
but,- ta>; make, good the charge, ,theiri 
Arabaflado*% who ihould be beft 
acquainted w,ith any circumftap.ee q£ 
thia kind, was brought by miniflerjal, 
influence to coyer .huj&fejf and t&env 
with eternal :ftiame, in t aflefting* ifl* 
qpe© Parliament, that there T*a* % 
fetret treaty different from that. whkk 
vu publiftied#..while ; ii*w;prttieijde4f 
&ret- treaty ha*.-: flO exiftqacs, r npfc 
etfed in the<minAs of thofe who fafyfe 
given birth; to. U*-furmifc* Therei 
casgioc be a fohgft . evidence that the* 
tccaues which a&aaHy^ «ift*. a&*jj; 
ttf them not the leaft. ground ..of; 
charge, than tbar^tbey^baye baem 
under the neceffisp of fuppofog tome 
fecmones whspjMnight be ft> charge 
abie.. * ... . : .J. . . 

K TUB HftfOST ?OMTICIAN», 

, : ; i > : Fraat .* hfi fame* . , , - 

The treaty which we. have with 
£ ranee is, admired /jby the . whole, 
world. To u&tho. language of the 
oMlpropltft.t h\ fi new j.Wng is fees* 
in.tlje e«th;." ^ A Coort quitting 
that boundary <of ieJfiJbnefs which jfb> 
long Jhada.mar^d, ..&« policy of 

Ponces, has afted with the wifdom^ good offices, their councils, and their 
aadj bencvole.nce,o£ an anient Patri- force, according to ^exigencies of, 
arch* : Abtahajtnijhwfelf, in his &•« conjunctures, as becomes goo4 an.dr 
greefflent,w«h.<He «,« ( fpa*of Heth? faithful. allien";' V, ';.. ■ 
forjhficave^of .Nfachpelah ; or, Jn, That ".. th$ independence of th& 
his:4eJivering up tjie-fpoils refcued States" is the fole and JimpJe s ob* 
faom the four Sings, ,fp>the Prjncej jeft of France is evidenjt from her? 
from whom they hafl bejen tauten, <di£-> councils^ Why was it that fhe nftd 
covered, i« theor* ca&,nat more up- h^r whole intereft with^ the Emperor, 
rightnefs, and, in thectfJjer, nptrnore, whoife fifter is the Qgeetyof France* 
generofity, than has.hceii.JhejKn by 'and with the Kingof PrAiifia, who is 
Fraace to America in : ;l)e articles of her,pl4 fc and naturaj ajly, to bring 
■ k." v * ....... thoa 



this treaty. In return for every a<?- 
vantage pf a participation of our 
commerce, ihe has **' weighed " an 
ample compenfation in the freedom 
of -her commerce, ", which we ft all 
$njoy without inequality of duty, im- 
port, orcuftoxfl." Of tfcefe our pof- 
fefljoas, which Ihe has in great mea* 
fure refcued frcap the King of Bri- 
tain, (he has notbeenwilling to re- 
tain a foot of territory; It has been, 
her, language, V 1 will not take any 
th}pg thar is t tfc incite ft f th'Q* ihouldeii 
fay. I have, made France rich." IJer 
Object, iiiigle and ajone, has been 
tpaccpmplifhj that which is declared 
to,be^he w effer4ial,an4 direft end" 
of |he alliance, : . . ■ 

: It is deel ardd to be the ' * eifenti al a n d 
dirfifttmd" of ^e alliapce^ t& • « main- 
tgij^^eireaually the \i\tyty, fowreigftt 
t$ %t #£ in.de,pena>Rce li af thefe UaiKd 
Stajepft) as ^vejil in^a^att^rs of govern- 
ment as commxpce,Vt v. That it is fy 
in %irit as ;w*ljj afij ia p/p^on, Ja 
eyidentframthe^trpaty., »T^ere is no. 
other objeft which tjve ,wit of man, 
caiijfiK upon aa i f»rop^&d,by iu , Jt is 
up* the g^ara^^ee,pf ,terrijoiy o*0Of 
part to FraBoe, (( the reftric\ion $£* 
qox^iaerceto her ihore^ the payment 
of a fubfidy, nor* »n.;Jier y part, is jq 
even the ambition of fuparior intereft 
in, our cpmnsila M ^ . the war. The 
*-* . caujfe" is V , cpmrooa" and our 
Council* equal. t - v v iji« Majefty ofc 
France and the United Stares are tp; 
aid each other mu;ual^ wjth thek 



Stormont^ | Jeren^u^.^ 
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them to a compromlfe of differences loo, and- made a par* of tbtfddmlrtidl* 1 
relative to the fucceflkm of Bavaria, ; of nil' Moft^Chriftlan Majefly;' ot [ 
bat, that by preventing a general* fhe**vould have- early bent hercourfr' 
war upon the continent* in which it° to -the 'moves' of 'Africa,- aftd reduced J 
was not impoffible but that me might [ the Britiih fettlements on the river' 
bedjftantly engaged, (he might have Senegal, and along the whole; Gold 
it in her power to attend folely to Coaft, where the miserable inhabi- * 
the requiutioh of the States, and to : tants mould np longer ralce the foil * 
draw forth her whole' refources in a for that duft which muft fupply the" ' 
naval war. She could propofe to- Tresfury of Britain, and enable her ' 



herfelf advantages from a general 
war upon the continent ; for, as (ho- 
is allied to Sweden akd to 'Pruffia, 1 
and by confanguintty •• and marriage 1 
with almoft every power of Europe, 
in the general conflagration, (he- 
could hope to fnatch Hanover aa'd 
any of the German principalities fa- ' 
vouiing to England* and make inte*.' 
reft Sufficient te be fuffered to retain 
them by confent of all. But thefe 
advantages which me might propofe 
ihe eafily rejected, and employed her- 
whole (kill in* the mod refined but 
joft policy, to allay debates, and-con-' 
ciliate peace. 

That our independence is her great' 
object is evident, moreover, from the ! 
a&ual expeditions of her arms. The 
firft operations of her fleet, under 
Count d'Eftaing, was to thefe coafts, 
where flic hoped, by co-operating r 
with General Washington, to ftrike 
an effectual blow, and reduce the 
enemy to reafon, Had exteafion of 
dominion been her objeft, (he would 
have ordered this, fleet to *hc Weft- 
Indies, where 1H C would have had 
the earlieft opportunity of attacking' 
thofe ifland6 unapprised, unprepared, 
undefended. She would have taken* 
eafily every ifland which has* fince 
eoft her time» men, and money to 
reduce. Had (he* chofen to make 
her conquefb in another quarter, me 
would have failed to the banks of 1 
Newfoundland, where the Britiih 
yeflels on the coaft, and the fifh dry- 
ing On the banks, would have been 
aneafy prey; and every ifland and 
pofleffiort in that quarter Wo aid have 



to wage a future war- ; or the fleet of * 
France* parting every fhore of Africa, ! 
and turning round the- Cape, might : 
have failed to the K&ft- todies; not • 
'only to prevent the fall of Pondi- * 
cherry, but to- reduce Uhegarrifons^ 
and fettlements ots every' point of 
land and every ifland on ^that coatl-t 
nont,. and to turn the whole of the- 
Ea ft* Imlia trade, which is the fource ; 
ofthewealth of nations, ia<o her own* 
handf . . Bat negle&tagthef* obje&v 
ihe fitted out the Count with twelve* 
fhips of the tiee'for the Delaware, i 
wkh-a view to furpria* the ffeet of- 
the'enemy in that river, and by co-> 
operating with General Wafhington, * 
to reduce the Britifh force to a capi-t 
tufetion, and by one mafterly and 
bold ftroke to put an end to the war, 
and cftabttfh the independence of 
the States at once. Disappointed in; 
this hope by the-f.ediottinefs of the 
voyage, previous advice of the defti-i 
nation of the fleet Having been re- 
ceived by the enemy, and afterward* 
unfuccefsfju.1 by reafon of the ftorroy 
and obliged to refit in the harbour pf 
Bofton, the enemy were reinforced^ 
and it became advifeable, both for 
the convemehcy of our coftmercey 
and to diftrefs the enemy, to draw 
off to the Weft-Indies where moft 
vulnerable, as we have already hinted,' 
they would moft fenfibly-feal damage^ 
and from whence, mould an opportuW 
nity prefent itfeif it might be con^ 
venient to return to attack their fleets* 
upon our coaft s, or to block ehem opt 
ih any of our harbours. Thus, iw 
every expedition* and manoeuvre p£ 



keen added to St. Pierre and Mique- the fleets of <oa*>allyV aodut-eVerjft 
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operation of her arm*, it i$ evident 
thjit the only thing propo&d by her 
is, to reduce the enemy to reaibn, 
and the, acknowledgement pf our in T 
dependence* 

The powers of Europe are fenfibje 
of this, and hence it it that they 
have given no interruption to the 
views of France in the cottffe of this 
debate. It is their intereft that our 
empire, which con&tu$ed a main 
foundation, pf the Britilh grandeur, 
ihoald be difme.mbered from it ; and 
that our commerce, which had beta 
reftricltcd to her mores, mould be de»* 
ttched, and left free apdppen to the, 
whole world. They, as well as 
France, had felt the triumph of the 
Britim flag waving with haughty ty- 
ranny on every fea ; they, as well as 
France, had feen, with an unwilling 
eye, fhe commerce pf a great part of 
the weftern world concentered to the 
ikores of Britain. It was equally the 
intereft of the. Powers of Europe, to 
reduce the pne, and tp fture the 
©,ther. It only remained to be con- 
fidered, who it was that would un- 
dertake to Hep forth, and to ftri^e 
the 6rft blow. France alone had it 
in her power to do, what the others, 
fingly, dared npt fo attempt, and 
wjiat, combinedly they were not wil- 
ling to propofe ; but our iodepend* 
ence was the only obj*& which,, con* 
„ fiftent with their own intereft, they 
QOuld propofic ; and France, in effefU 
ing this, labours for the whole of 
$urope. In this cafe, will they be 



kingdom, that tbeBoww ofEuj-ppe,. 
whofe Mir^iilers are at her Cpurr., 
and who h av * the beft intelligence 
of every meafure and of every cpun- 
fel, are fully fati*£ed with her inten- 
tions ; and Britain has not been ^blc, 
M is acknowledged by Lord rtforfh 
in the Houfe of Commons, tp Jorqi 
an alliance with one of thefe powers ; 
for even Raffia, frpm. whom he (noli 
expected it, is unwilling to makeThe 
lead engagement of thfe) Mature. 
Tl^e amity of thefe powers with 
France, and that pleafure which they 
have egprefleo* for her victories, (vic- 
tories obtained in their behalf, but 
not; at their ex£ence) is a full evi* . 
dence that they are. perfuaded of the 
Uprightnefs of her views, and that 
her object if not the aggrandizement 
or" berfelf, but fingly and alone, that 
which is the equal intereft of them 
sl\\ — The independence, of America. 
• Our independence will appear to 
be an. object not unworthy ' of the 
councils and the arms of France, if 
we conftder, that betide? the reduc- 
tion of the power of Britain, and the 
fharing of our commerce, it is ac- 
quiring to herfelif immortal honour. 
What can be more glorious to a na- 
tion' than to be founder of a young 
empire, that will one day fce the feat 
of fcience and the arts, and the rival 
pf the free States of the old wprld I 
Men take a pleafure in erecting 
buildings even of wood and ilone, 
becaufe they are the works of their 
own hands. But they feel a nobler, 



difpofed to obflrucl her meafure* ? It pleafure in doing good to men. For 



would be to contravene their own ad T 
vantage, and reflft their own hopes. 
It has been (hewn Co be an argument 
pf the uprightness of the views of 
prance, in her conduct to America, 
that our enemies, the Britifti W[ini- 
fkry and Parliament, Tiave ndt been 
aWe to affign a Angle article in the 
treaty, info which fhe has entered 
with us, as unequal or infidious; it 
will alfo be an argument of the up- 



wood andftone, and the ornament of 
carved work is dumb, but the mouth, 
of the grateful perfori ihall (peak his 
benefactor's praife. Why is it that 
Maecenas of Rome, and the Medici 
<fcf Tufcany, and young fiance Henry 
of Portugal, are heard of with Co 
much reputation in the world? It ia 
not fo much for any thing they have; 
done in literature or arms, as on ac- 
count of that patronage which they 



aghtneb and th* juft viejrs of this* afforded to men of talents and of vir : 



Digitized by 



Google 



( *8$ ) 



€**. Sir Philip SUney is defcribed; 
by the writers of his age as the moft 
perfect model of an accompliihed 
gentleman. His praties have been 
transmitted with advantage to pofte r 
rity, becaufe, fays the hiftorian 
Hume, *.* The credit which he pof- 
feflcd with l>is Queen was wholly 
(employed in the encouragement of 
genius and literature." Why may 
not a nation, as well as an individual, 
find a recopapence jn the praifes <jon- 
iequent upon a generous action ? It 
is the happiaefs of the Deity himfelf 
to give life to beings, to fee a world, 
parting tp exiftence, and tQ caufe it 
to improve and to mine before him* 

y/e may believe that a principle, 
pf this nature actuated France ; lor it 
is the genius of the nation to be taken 
more with a profpect of honour than 
a profpect of advantage. Hence it is 
that fhe has made fuch generous ex* 
ertions in our favour, which it is not 
probable that any hope of profit could 
have drawn from her. There is a 
fife and romance in the thought of 
honour, to which the grovelling pur- 
(lit of wealth can never rife. France 
has yet more of the old crufading 
and heroic fpirit than any other power 
q£ Europe. 1 had faid in a former 
paper, that it might have been her 
natural language tp pur Commiifi- 
pners at Paris, iblicitjng attention to 
the object of their embaffy, that 
1* the whole French nation bad not 
taken upon herfelf a vow of knight- 
hood to go through the earth to 
irefcue fa*r ladies, an<4 to rid the 
world of monfters." Neverthelefs, 
I may in truth fay, that (he has in 
ibme meafure rifen to this character * 
of antient and heroic chiyalry. The 
principles of her conduct towards us 
are generous, and her exertions have 
J>een great, and furpaffing common 
expectation. They refenibie the at- 
chievments of the noble Knights of 
St. John of jerufalem in their expe- 
ditions to the Holy Land* 
france, in, this caufe, has Hood 



forth the champion of: Europe, and* 
every power on the continent is ditr 
ppfed to give her due prajfe. Ame T 
rica, whom fhe hss principally en- 
gaged by her Jqnd offices, will not 
be wanting in correfpondent feelings 
of affection. The nation it beloved 
by us, and every name from that 
kingdom is received amongft us with 
honour and refpecV The Prince, 
whom we confer as the fource of 
every kind aft, is fpoken of in Ame- 
rica* with a degree of enthufiafm to be 
found only amongft a free people, 
whofe feelings are ifcrong, and whofe 
affection* are iincere. Every one 
muff remember with what undtf* 
guifed fincerityhis Majefty's birth- 
day was celebrated fonae rime ago 
among us, when the oldeftj age waf 
not tardy (o behold from widows 
and balconies the difplay of fire- 
works on that occafion j and when, 
the name of Louis XVI. was fami- 
liar in the mouths of our youngeff 
children. Every one will remember 
this with pleafurc, more cfpecially 
when he is informed that to all what 
this Prince has already done for us*. 
he has lately added a farther obliga- 
tion, in offering to guarantee a loan 
which is now about to be negotiated 
for tbe ufe of thefe States, and at the, 
fame time to pay the intereft out of 
his own privy purfe. This will en-, , 
dear him to America, and has taken? 
away that prejudice, which from thc t 
of George HI. we had con- 
ceived againff fovereigns, For when; 
we furvey the kind acts of this Prince, 
and confider what it is in the power 
of a good man pofleited of great au- 
thority tp do t * we" have changed our" 
opinion, and no longer wonder that, 
it was made a part of the blefling of 
Abraham, " And Kings mall corner 
oqtofthee.^ 

Our gratulatjon of his Excellency, 
the !4itu$er of this nation, juit ar- 
rived araongit us, is an evidence not 
lei/ofour affection for our ally, than 
•ojf the (eaie we entertain pt the pan , 
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titular r«J>utati*& *t this gentleman, 
honourable from his connexions, 
his perfonal worth and capacity ; 
and to be refoe&ed amongft us on ac- 
count of thofc fervicea rendered us in 
* diftant line, though with direcY 
advantage to ihefe States, in his able 
and ' fuccefsful negotiations at the 
court of Bavaria, to compromife the 
differences that had arifen between 
the Emperor of Germany and feverai 
cf the powers of Europe, relative to 
the fucceffion of that Dutchy. De- 
barking on the continent, he has- 
been received at Bofton amongft that* 
brave, polite and hofpi table people, 
with every teftimony of refpedl which' 
genius could invent, and gratitude 
be&ow* The aflembliea of the town,' 
the mufes of the college waited on 
1dm, and in our vernacular tongue, 
and in the Latin language, exprefled 
their love for the alliance, for the 
Prince, for the Matter, and for the 
nation* On his journey from the 
northward, when by a company of 
light dragoons he rosd been efcorted 
to the camp, a view of univerfal fa* 
tisraftion prevailed amongft our paw 
triotic foldiery t No wonder ; for they 
lOve the fervants and the nation whole 
aim it is to fix on a fbtfd bafis that 
liberty for which they have con- 
tended. On his approach to (his cjty 
.* company of militia light dragoons, 
gentlemen of the firft rank among it 
os, was happy to wait upon the Che- 
valier* and to efcort him into town, 
His arrival was announced by a dis- 
charge of the artillery, and the Con* 
ftderate Flag was difplayed, as on 
occafions of particular joy. The day 
jbllowftg a noble veflel, launched 
from our docks, received, in honour 
wi his Excellency, the name of the 
LUZERNE. 

I mention thefe things with plea- 
fare, as demonstrative of our affection 
lor the. nation, contrary to the infi-* 
nuations of our enemies, who have 
called this an unnatural alliance, and 
are ready to believe that neceflky> -' 



not love, engages Ui*, "and that *V 
are (trained up to it bv 1 an artificial' 
force, which mull foon break, andl 
leave us once^mgre afundery that 
ou* affec"riona are no more than cold 
ceremony, and the grwalations of 
our voice the meer eiFort of a common 
policy, faited to the occafions of the 
day. A charge of this nature, fo 
injurious to bur feelings, it is our 
part by every mark of peaceable re- 
fpect and civility, and every good 
natured act of kindnefs to the new 
Minifter and to the nation, to endea- 
vour to difprove. 

Thb Honest Politician.: 



1o the Freemen of America* Oh the 
Freritb Alliance* 
Friends and fellow* <ititttnt % •- 

It is impoffible to take a view of 
the pre fen t appearance of our public 
affairs, without feeling ourfelves un- 
der the greateft obligations to our il~ 
luftrious ally the King of France, 
who, under God, hath been the in- 
ftrument of humbling the pride of 
our enemies, and of giving liberty, 
independence, and the profpe&s of 
peace to this country. 

My defign, in the following ad- 
dreft, is to ihew that our alliance 
with France is more fafe and benefi- 
cial than an alliance upon the fame 
terms would have 'been with Great 
Britain, 

Let not an EngliflrWhig, or the 
American Whig with Englilh blood 
in his veins, ftart at this proposition. 
Whatever your feelings as Chriilians 
may be towards the individuals who 
have injured you, yet towards the na- 
tion of Britain, as citizens of Ameri- 
ca, you owe nothing but revenge. 
The God of Juftice has no other 
way of puniihing the ingratitude and 
cruelty of Great Britain, than through 
the inftrumentaliry of your refent- 
ments. Your hatred *o that haughty 
nation mutt erect a monument of 
juftice to deter other nations from 
imitating 'their example. It is your 
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ejuty, thcreforej to;, rejoice in, their 
downfall, as much a$ it is your duty 
to rejoice in feeing punifhmentsinr 
fli&ed upon % criminal^ who has. $.(■? 
$urbed tnc peace qf, r t{ic fqciety to 
which you, belong, I^if your duty,- 
to retaliate .all, ;J>4 jpaifchi^fs upon 
them they have pe$pe$ra^d again (t 
you. You art xaUed upon by the 
ties of nature, and & e * grW pnRn 
ciples by which. God, governs the, 
nations of the earth, fa burn and dfi. 
ftroy every thing" that carries the 
uaaie or courtttry^f^itain^pon it. 
Humanity to Engiifhaaen is ueaipa; 
againft America^ Is any mm .<&'$$$ 
with thefe fentiroeflH?; Le^hirarre* 
collect the b«rn^ i; oi^Cbafte?SOY*n, 
ISorfolk, and^£almouth. Qfif thctfe 
V« of ,too,pl4t**i $%\p' t xt>,TQ*ze ;hi$« 
rsfeptmenty fac him vjew the fmolfcej 
qf Norwalk and ; Fairfield ftijl .a/-, 

pending in the. air., - ^ (V _ 

, But if the defiruftipr^of houies h t<wfc 
flight anl injury to, awaken jhis, re*;- 
yenge, let him ,yim* t .Jtfaei vene£a>Je : 
JUfeburough, j*sM«rtg:,tht\ i>ayone* 
in his breaft upop bis Jctfees,, praying 
fo* ,lif«. t L*t hira.fe* .the gallant 
Yeatas forfaken by a band of but- 
chers, beqaufeno^poc was, left on his: 
bqiy with room -enough to receive 
new wounds. Let him fee the aged, 
father of a fami^ftet down by feu* 
fire-fide. Let him fe«;the lovely vir- 
gin,, the pride and, ornament of the 
village, dragged to the Bxitifh or, 
Heflian ravager. L*$.him fee our 
iqos and Mothers thrown by nun- 
dred&out Of jaUs t aridprifo9-mip6 T to 
be devoured by dogsaad fifties. Let 
him Jiftenito thecrie^of the wilder- 
nefs, and fee who 1 ? countries laid 
ucafte by the Indian faxages, excite4; 
to war by Britifh emiuVies. Who 
is there, after all this-, th^t talks of 
an alliance, wiUh Britain ? An alliance, 
with tygers and; devils wOuljd be more 
natural. Our . apceftors, , who were < 
driven from their (bores, forbid it. 



it. The interefts and' happiuefi of 

our posterity forbid it. No-* let ur 
rather cherim our referuments. Let 
us infhili them into the minds of ou^ 
children ; and let the firIL Jettons wc 
teach them be, that to love libert/ 
and to hate Englifbmen mean qajj 
and* the fame thing., 
, Say not, that the cruelties that have; 
been perpetrated* in America/ have^ 
been , committed by., a few military. 
bu,tc^ers.— They have been practifej 
by their wJftole armies, with but few 
exceptions/ in .every.'part of Onr coun- 
try. Xhey have been approved of q^ 
the ; Kjng and. Parliaments of Britain* 
They - are. agreeable to the nation* 
J£ay* rnorej tlie -l&pg,, {faHJuwcgt 
a.n4. nation firft. authorised thenv.-^. 
Cfue1ty,to.Am,e/ipns is now part of 
the-jftauue, law^-af England, Our 
brave COM n try men .have been the fob*, 
je&s of a. new fpeqes of game a&s-j 
They Jiavo, been tranfported acrofis 
tjie, ocean at the pleafure of a capri- 
cious fea r rnonfler; and ; the .rattling 
of their chains in ^fewgat.e has been^ 
mufic in the «ars ? of the : whole Britifc 
nation, ■■, 

We are fometimes told of a St«. 
Bartholomew's day in Paris. But ha* 
Britain crouded -no. jails, fettled no, 
new colonies, nor (hed no blood ii* : 
perfecuung,for confeienpe-fake ? Let 
the memory of thefe things, in both!) 
nations, be buried in the ignorance , 
of «he ages in which they happened.. 
But who can forget the ravages o£ 
Great Britain upon property and life- 
in the Eait Indies? The foundation* 
of ancient forties and governments 
were there torn up by -the roots, and 
whole nations were exterminated in a 
few years by her defolating hand. 
Nor was this all. Lord, dive, the 
principal aftor in ; thefe, enormities, 
was received with open arms by the 
prefent King cf Britain, and that 
load of guilt was formally cancelled 
by an act of the Britifh legiflaturtf, 



The fpirits of the heroes, who have [ which afterwards drove him to put aa ■> 
fallen in ighting againft .them, forbid; en^JP his life by cutting tu» throat. 
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Much hat been faid of the excel* 
lency of the manufactures of Britain 
io induce as to fue for a treaty of 
commerce with them. Such of them 
as are valuable or neceft'aryj may be 
had through the medium of other 
ports. But I believe the prejudices 
of our ancient connection with that 
rfland, have magnified and even 
created a great deal of chat perfec- 
tion we have been taught to admire 
to much in Britifh goods. Such 
was our partiality in former timet to 
the country of our anceftors, that we 
Bafdly Trailed at the fimplicity of an 
Englifhmaft, when he boafted of the 
fuperior fire and fplendour of an £h- 
glifh moon. Did we feel more of 
(he true fpirit of freedom and inde- 
pendence, we mould talk more fpar* 
mgly of renewing a trade with a pcov 

fie for articles which were once the 
adges of our fubjeclion to them. 
We mould view a piece of Bnglifh 
broad~c!o;h as thetmue of dur former 
, chains, and even their delicious por- 
ter and cheefe would appear as the 
poifons that hilled us into an igno- 
rance of our ftrength and refources. 
Happily for us, we have learned to 
manufacture thofe things which are 
mod eflential to our independence ; 
and as for thofe neceflary or conve- 
nient articles, the manufactory of 
which would interfere with our agri- 
culture, France is able to fupply us 
with them at a cheaper rate than we 
were obliged formerly to import them 
from Great Britain ; and what (he 
cannot fupply herfelf, (he has enabled 
us to procure elfewhere, by opening 
to us all the ports upon the furface of 
the globe. 

There was a time when we were 
told as a reafon for cultivating a 
union with Great Britain, that her 
navy would protect us againft the 
whole world. But how is the mighty 
fill en ! Britain no longer triumphs as 
miftrefs of the ocean. By her rurp- 
ttfre with Arteries, me has loft thofe 
refources for her navy which con* 



dueled her with (o much glory thro 9 
the late war. France has fhewn her* 
felf in one inftance equal, and in an- 
other fuperior to the once invincible 
navy of England. What may we not 
expect in the courfe of a few year?, 
when the retreat or deilruclion of the 
Bririfti army on oar coafts, fhall give 
us an opportunity of putting forth 
our ftrength at fea, and uniting it' 
with the prefent formidable navy of 
France ? Let tyrants tremble at the 
prof peel of the union of our flags ; 
and let the nations 6f the earth re- 
joice in the repofe they fhall enjoy' 
when France and America (hall hold 
the* balance of power on the ocean. 

It has been remarked by civilians,- 
fhat thofe alliances are always the 1 
tftott beneficial and durable which are 
formed between nations as unlike to 
each other as poffible in religion/ 
laws and manners. It is by means of 
this contrariety, and even oppoiitton 
in the above articles, that a petfpltf' 
acquire a national character. The 
religious prejudices in which we have 
been educated, and onr predilection 
to republican forms of government of 
limited monarchy, fetfore us for ever' 
from acquiring a fbndnefs for the ttltH 
gion or abfoltite monarchy of Frances- 
Sweden has prtferved her proteftan- 
tifm, and the cantatas «f Switzerland 
their liberties, in a long and intimate 
union with France, Art alliance with 
Great Britain, by co-operating with 
our ancient habits, would foon have 
introduced among us the fecular 
power of her church, and the fplen- 
dour of her royal and ariftocratkal 
government* Her manners too, to 
which time and our former connec- 
tion with her had in fome meafur* 
reconciled us, would foon have been 
adopted by 41, and we fhould in a 
little while have learned to eat and 
drink, and fwear and quarrel like 
Englifhmen. The famenefs of lan- 
guage, which has been weakly urged 
as a reafon for an alliance with'Bri- 
tain, would have forvedcnly to feci-' 
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Ktate the progress of* her moral and 
jpo!iti,cal vices among us. 

Who knows to what extremities an 
alliance with Britain might lead this 
country? It would, befides corrupt* 
Jng our ideas of government %nd our 
manners, have opened every. Senate 
and Council, Chamber. on the cnntW 
nerjrtb the influence of Britiih g»ld* 
Great Britain can never love us as 
allien, Our independence will be the 
lading monument of- jiej; Folly and 
.wic^e4nefs. She caij never brook to 
address ns.as United States., An aN 
liance with' , her woujd. enable a Mini*, 
tteivflftoperly inijtruftqd jn«£#tiih;a r .t8 
.of corruption, to rednce ffhe an^e 
^loripq^ and independent ,,Stafes -of 
America in twenty years,, to die 
degrading fiation of : Britiih colpr 
hies apci plantations; Whofe foui 
is not touched to the quick^t^the 
appreheniion of fuch a * calamity ? 
Shall our patriots toil ?, Shall our he- 
roes bleed for nothing r Shall Heaven 
work miraclfes for us in vain ;— Yes. 
All the blood that has been med, all 
the trfcafune that has been -expended, 
and all the deliverances we have ex- 
perienced^ would be loft for ever to 
us; and to our pofterity, in an alli r 
ahce with Great Britain; for I be- 
lieve it impoflible, under oar prefent 
tircumitances, to form fuch a connec- 
tion with her as would not deihoy our 
independence, and reduce us Once 
\toore t» be hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, to the we.ayers and 
porters.pf £reat Britain. 

Liberty was firft rrmrtrd in Ame- 
rica. wider the ihape of a corrftitu* 
tional pinion with Great Britain, 
W^en (he refufed to l»e wooed in thdt 
.form, weaddrefled her in the fhape 
*)£ independence; but the coy maid 
refufed to give us her hand* until (he 
jtook fancl|uary in the -French alii* 
aneg. Here Ihe delights to unveil 
alilitr charms to her < faithful vota- 
ries,- It is impoflible, 'therefore, to 
bea friend to liberty, without being 
Wcl.IX, 



a fr ;end to bur al li an ce Wi th ; Prances 
This is the.touchftoneofWhiggifat. 
A Tory, and an advocate, .for an ah- 
liance .with England, are now one 
a*i# |}ie fajne ^ing. .- : - ' -* 
.; ftiends an4 follow^ titkeRb, %fe 
jiqt deceive^. ,Ther<e is oftqn more 
danger in making a ; port,*b$n Ati .a 
iongahd temp^fluow voyage,. Great 
Britain has been taught at taftv thdfc 
,neither tjie force of he* afrrfls, nor, the 
arts of *tbo- Tories, are fufflcieat for 
the pu*pofe of enflaving America* 
.All &t r ;^PP e V the«f>je, : . are cen teb- 
e4 iflitkeJgooi'^n^; jndi&retion, and 
#ftaeher3f bfthp Whigs. A&~ftieom» 
empk>yed'-a jeer tain daft of Tories in 
;eycait mg the -pfaifesof constitutional 
liUprtVj (»s they Were pleafcd to call 
it) : a\ the -eacpence of Hidepindence? 
fo me, now employs, it is to be fcaV- 
ed, a certain clafs of Whigs, in ex- 
tolling theradyan,tagfcs of our iride- 
pendencev at the ejipence of* tkt 
French- alliance. Let us beware of 
fuch men.- Our liberties;, otzrinde>> 
pen^ence; ard our treaties' with 
France; mufl a.U ftand or fall toge- 
ther. Ap enemy to the French, alli- 
ance* therefore, is as much a* traitor 
to the true interefts 'of America, as 
the men who defertcd our eaafe, and 
-joined the Sri tifli army npon the, 4th 
of Ju4y> l?y6. t 

To tht ties of intereft I' might add 
here the more facred ties of honour 
andgratiti*o>, to induce us to pre- 
fer an aHhnce with France to an 
alliance with Great Britain. Who 
fupported our drooping faints in the 
gloomy winter of 1776 ? It was the 
Court of France^. Who firft acknowl- 
edged pur independence, arid enter- 
ed into a moft equal and honourable 
treaty with us ? The Court of Frances. 
Who fuf piled us with arms^ ammu* 
nition, and cfoathing fer our army? 
The Court of France. Who com- 
pelled our enemies- to evaluate the 
metropolis of the continent? Who 
dfew off the principal part of the ene>- 
P ntyV 
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Ay's mips from our eoafts, and trans- 
ferred the feat of the war from Ame- 
rica to the Weft-Indies ? Who has 
defeated Admiral Byron, and fub- 
dued near one half of the British 
Iflands in the Weft- India ocean ? In 
a word, Who has filled our harbours 
with ftrips, and our warehoofes with 
merchandize ? Who has given (labi- 
lity to liberty, property, and life in 
America? I anftver, the fleets and 
armies of France. It is impoffible for 
one nation to have ftronger ties upon 
the gratitude of another* than France 
lias upon ours. To be unjuft to «ur 
engagements with her, therefore, 
would reduce us to the loweft degree 
•f infamy ; and render the name of 
an American as bafe as the prefent 
:war will make the name of a Briton 
throughout every corner of the 
world, and to the end of time. 

Has Britain injured and opprefled 
ns in the manner that has been de~ 
' icribed ? ' Let trt cultivate the French 
-alliance, and by means of it co-ope- 
rate with the God of juftice in pu- 
nifhing her for her wickednefs. Are 
liberty and independence dearerto us 
■than life itfelf ? Do we wifh to efta- 
felifh a national character, unlike in 
every refpeft to modern Englifhmen ? 
JDo^we wifh to preferve and tranfmit 
to pofterity, our republican forms of 
government, and our pure and Ample 
modes of worfhip ? Do we wifh to 
improve in fcience, and in all the 
arts of polifhed life ? Do we wifh 
•for commerce and friendfhip with 
the whole world, Great-Britain ex- 
cepted ? Do we wifh to deferve a 
-chara&er for honour, gratitude* and 
integrity ? And above all, do we 
wifh to kindle in the Old World 
the fparks of freedom, and to fpread 
Jcnowledge, virtue, and happinefs 
from pole to pole? Let us, to ob- 
tain tbefe great obje&s, CULTIVATE 
tTHi F*ench alliance. They 
<are all promifed or fecured to us by 
*ur union with France. Let us, 
iherefore, cherifh this union. Let us 



forget that ever we were enemies. Let 
us honour the illuftrious Prince, r> 
whofe wifdom and magnanimity we 
are fo much indebted % and let us 
love and efteem the whole nation, 
who are now chearfully lavifhing their 
blood and treafure only to fecure to 
ns our liberty and independence. 
O ! glorious alliance ! The 6th of 
February, 1778, was a day memora- 
ble throughout the univerfc. Huma- 
nity, every where depreflfed and in- 
fulted, fhed tears of joy when flie 
heard that the treaty was figned 
between France and the United States. 
Tt was a day, memorable in Heaven 
itfelf. The holy martyrs, who have 
fallen in defence of our liberties, 
then faw, for the firft rime, that they 
had not died in vain. The Eaft- 
Indiafeapoy, the Weft-India carib, 
and the African negro, who had 
been deprived of life by the lnft of 
wealth and dominion of Great-Bri- 
tain, rejoiced to Zee an end put to 
her depredations upon human nature 
by the union of France with Ame- 
rica. May that Divina Being, 
who united the 'force of thefc twa 
nations, continue to preferve it un- 
der the direftion. of juftice. May 
the throne of France never want a 
Lewis the^ XVfth ! And may the 
Members of the American Cos* 
cress ever remember that libtrty — 
not glory, and that right — not con- 
queft, fhoiild be their only objects ia 
all their negotiations. 

Leonidas. 



From the Penn/yhfania Packet* 
When a part only of the proceed- 
ings in Congrefs on a particular fub- 
jedt, is not only publifhed, but alfo 
mis-ftated ; and efpecially when the 
part fopublifhed is of afecret nature, 
and for that reafon no mention is 
made of it in the journals of Conr- 
grefs, there is the greateft reafon to 
imagine that the publication is in- 
tended to an-fwer fome infidious pur- 
pofe. The fubjoined paper, which 

is 
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is falfely ftiled, «' A- Report of a 

Committee of Congrefs," is of that 
nature ; for the truth is, that 
Mr. Paca of Maryland, and the late 
fAr. Drayton of South Carolina, 
who actually figoed the paper, were 
never appointed a Committee for that 
p^rpofe ; but officioufly and without 
the knowledge of Congrefs, and 
therefore we may prefume with fome 
finifter view, took upon themfelves 
to wait on Mr. Gerard, and from 
him * furreptitioufly obtained the faid 
paper, which one of the gentlemen 
read and laid it on the table, and 
there it refted and ftijl refts without 
further notice. 

As it appeared firft in the New- 
York Jounfal, printed at Pough- 
keepfie, it feems as if the publica- 
tion was intended to {tryp fqme pri- 
vate end in that State,— How far 
<£i>al and intrigue here may have had 
a 4hare in the bufinefs, and whether 
the indirect management of Doctor 
Franklin, and others, friends or part-r 
pers in trade of M*. Deane t drew 
fuch declaration, as is mentioned, 
from Count de Ver-gennes; I ihall 
not now examine. I would only re- 
commend it to the perfons in the 
State of .New- York, who elect the 
Delegates to Congrefs for tjiat State, 
to enquire, 

i ft, Whether any, and which of 
their Delegates did urge rn Congrefs 
that Mr, Deane £boqld give a verbal 
narrative of his pranfaclipns in Europe 
inftead of a written one, notwith- 
standing it was reprefented in oppor 
iition thereto, that a verbal narrative^ 
in cafe he was guilty of the abufes he 
was fufpe&ed of, wo.uld leave him at 



liberty to fay and unfay, to explain 
away and evade matters, juft as it 
might belt fuit the purpofe of eluding 
public juftice, 

2d. Whether any, "and which, of 
their Delegates urged in Congrefa 
that Mr* Deane mould be excufed 
from anfwering queftions which tend- 
ed to criminate himfelf ; a propofal 
which implies a conviction in the 
author and abettor of it, that abufes 
had been committed, and could have 
no other end than to fcreen the party 
from detection. 

3d. Whether any, and which of 
their Delegates voted for the recall of 
Mr. Izard and Mr. William Lee ; 
and immediately afterwards alfo voted 
for this* very extraordinary motion, 
" That tbofe gentUmen bt informed* 
that it is tbe fexf* of Congrefs that 
tbty need not repair to America" By 
which means, all enquiry and infor- 
mation relative to the merits and 
demerits of the feveral Commiffioners, 
fo far at leaft as an examination of 
thofe gentlemen would throw light 
on the fubjeft, were entirely cut oirv 

4th. Whether any, and which of 
their Delegates were concerned with 
other perfons in trade, or made pro- 
pofals for that purpofe which were 
refufed. 

5 th* Whether any, and which of 
their Delegates ever (hewed improper 
attention to Tories, and intermed- 
dled in the parties and politics of this 
§tate. 

6th. Whether any, and which o£ 
their Delegates communicated the 
aforefaid pretended report to the 
Printer of the New-York Journal ; 
what his view in fo doing might 

P p 3 probably 



# SurreftitiouJJj, becaufe at the time of their procuring Mr. Gerard^* 
opinion, a queftion was pending before Congress " Whether Mr. .Gerard 
fhould be applied to. upon fuch an occafion ?" — which was very properly ep- 
jpofed — This queftion had been moved by Mr. Paca, foconded by Mr. 
Drayton, who, after delivering at the table the fuhjoined paper, withdrew 
their firft motion for enquiry. — Had tylr. Gerard been fairly apprized of 
thefe circumftances, he would not have made himfelf a party in the 
faftious proceedings of interefted and prejudiced individuals of Congrefs* 
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probably be 

that teftimoay againft Mr. Lee, he 
meant rhat people ihould from thence 
infer, that Mr. Deane, Mr. Lee's 
ppporicht r Was entirely innocent, arid 
his own ,cendu& therefore, in fup- 
porting Mr. Dearre, highly com- 
jnej»iablc.;-~whereas nothing is more 
clear than, although Mr. Lee may 
he a very ungT»ci»us Minifter, that' 
Mr. Deane may have been a very 
iniquitous agent ; that while both of 
them may deferTe contempt, their 
xefpeftive partizans are unworthy the* 
confidence of a free and virtuous 
people. Men who will deliberately 1 
go unjuftifiable lengths in fupporting 
a fervant of the public, muft be attu- 
ned by r motive* that ape incompa-* 
tible with the public welfare. It feems 
highly probable, that if the honour 
and intercft of oar country had been 
duly attended to, that Mr. Lee would 
Jiave been recalled, and Mr. Deane 
Retained til! he had rendered a fatis- 
Facl»ry account of the vail fums of 
public money which have palled 
through his hands, ' - 

. ■ H0NBSTU5. 

The paper referred to above is as 
follows ;.....-. - ........ 

From the Ne<w-York Journal rf Au» 
guft g, jprinud at Pougbkeeffit* 
** For the information of the good 
people of the United States of A me* 
yica, I fend you by publication a 
report of a Committee of Congrefs 
>nade to that body on the 30th of 
i^pril laft. The information contain- 
ed in this, report being of the higheft 
authenticity, it is evident that Mr. 
Lee could do this country no elTential 
Service as a Com miffi oner, either in 
France or Spain. What then could 
have induced fourteen gentlemen in 
.Congrefs to vote for his continuance, 

I twenty-two being againft it) and 
bme of them to ailert, that he was 
the propereft perfon to reprefent thefe 
States at the Court of Madrid, is 
Jiard to conceive. But how they can 



their cohdqft to' their 
conftituents, it is now become ne- 
ceflary for them to explain. Fafts 
fpeak for themfelves, And are place4 
in a clear light by the following re- 
port of the Committee of Congrefs, 
appointed for that purpofe : 
The under-figned Members of the 
Conprefs of 'the United States of 
North -America have the honour 
to inform the faid Congrefs, 
" That upon good grounds^ hav- 
ing been led to believe that the con- 
duct of Arthur Lee, Efq- late one of 
the Commiffioners reprefenting thefe 
United States aVthe Court of Ver- 
failles, and now fpje Commiffioner to, 
reprefent the faid Spates at the £ourt of 
Madrid, was difguftful to thefe Courts, 
unconciliatory to their fubjefts, and 
prejudicial to the honour and intereft 
of the faid States. 

*« They were aftqniftied to hear an 
aflertion made- in Congrefs on the 
15th inft, by an Hon. Member from 
Maflachufett's Bay, as frorr the high- 
eft authority in America, thatthefaid 
Commiffioner is poflTefTed of the con- 
fidence of the Court of Verfailles ; 
andfince, another afTertion, by another 
Hon. Member from the fame State, 
that the laid Commiffioner is the moft 
proper perfon to reprefent the faid 
States at the Court of Madrid, af- 
fertions which, being made in the de- 
bates on foreign affairs, were made to 
influence Congrefsto continue the faid 
Arthur Lee, Efq. as the public Mini- 
Her of the faid United States to the 
Court of Madrid at the expected nego- 
tiations for a general pacification, un- 
der the mediation of that Court. 

•* That the under-figned, impreffed 
with a conviction in fuch an impor- 
tant conjuncture, the Minifter to re- 
prefent the faid States at the Court of 
Madrid, ought not to be difagreeable 
to tha* Court, nor the Court of Ver- 
failles, in faithfulalliance with thefe 
States; and that the intereft of the 
faid States demanded tharic Ihould be 
precifely ascertained, whether or not 
1 ■ the 
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ffie faid Commiflioner~wa9 d:fagree r . 
able to the faid Courts, for certain 
information upon the point, they have 
frtfm the ncceflity of 'the cafe, been. 
compelled to apply to the Minifter. 
Plenipotentiary of France, jefiding 
near Congrefs, as the higheft fource 
of information in America; that in, 
confequence of fuch application, the 
Minifter plenipotentiary produced to 
the under-figned aji original letter to 
him from the Count de Vergennes, 
IWinifter for foreign affairs at the 
Court of Ver failles, dated the 29th 
of October, 1778, in which after hav- 
ing ftated the intelligence which has 
been communicated to Congrefs, by 
the Minifter Plenipotentiary, in Fe- 
bruary Iaft, and after having afligned 
feme reafon for not haying commu- 
nicated that intelligence to the Ame- 
rican Commiflioners at Paris, the 
Count de"Vergennes concludes in 
thefe termsj " Je vous avoneraid'ail- 
leurs je craindre M, Lee etfe auteur, 
fcefides I confefs to you that I fear 
Mr. Lee and all thofe about him." 
— That the Minifter Plenipotentiary 
added that this confidcration induced 
the Court of Verfailles to keep fecret 
from the faid. Commiflioner the in- 
tended failing of the Count d'Eftaing 
for America, until his fleet was ready 
fo put to fea; that the faid Com- 
xnimoner by his conduct on feveral 
pccafions, created the higheft difguft 
in the Court of Verfailles againft 
him. That the Court of Madrid, 
in the clofeft connection with that 0/ 
Verfailles, entertained the fame fen- 
timents refpecling the faid Cornmif- 
iioner, not only on account of his con- 
duel on thofe occasions, but becaufe 
of 'his imprudent conduct in Spain ; 
and, in a word, the Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary exDrefsly declared, that he 
has every reaion to think, tha; neither 
of thofe Courts have that confidence 
in the faid Commiffioner, which is 
necefTary to give fuccefs to the nego- 
tiations of a foreign Minifter. The 
under-figned having receive^ fuch de- 




cifive information from tie Mi sifter 
of France, with liberty to cotfimu- 
nicate to Congrefs, think it their in-' 
difpenfible duty to die United States^ 
and ..to themfelves, to. lay the &me 
explicitly before this Supreme Court-. 
cil of America ; toxheeud that they 
may not be milled > to continue • thd 
faid Commiflioner, as the reprelen-' 
tttiye of thefe United States,- at a 
Court in the higheft manner di%uftcd 
at hia conduct, and at which, of emu 
fequence, his negotiations ttiuft bd 
unfuccefs&h But if, unfortunately, 
it {hould be difregarded, they-wili 
have the conjblatkm to reflect', \hat 
in giving this information, they *d if- 
charged their duty to the Unitftrf 
States ; and that having given «,' th«£ 
cannot juftly be held refponfible to* 
the consequences of a meafure bat 
too likely to prove unconeiRatdry 
abroad, ruinous to the public finance* 
at home* and an impediment to 4 
fpeedy and honourable pacification* 
fecuring the Independence of th$ 
United Stares of North-Amerka. * 
Signed by the 
(Copy) Gentlemen of the 

Committee. 
Laid on the table, and read in Con*? 
graft, April 30, 1779. 
It mould have been faid:'** Laid 
on the table, and improperly read irl 
Congrefs, and then laid on the table 
again," 



Paris* 



From the fame. 
An extraS *f a ktter from 
dattd May the lift. 
" It is not long fince I felt, in com- 
mon with every other well-wifher to 
the caufe of liberty and truth, the 
obligations I was nnder to the author 
of Common Senfe, for the able and 
unanfwerable manner in which he ha$ 
defended thofe principles. The fame 
public motives I am perfuaded induce 
him to addrefsthc public againft Mr. 
Deane and his aflbciates. The coun- 
tenance and fupport which Deane 
has received is a melancholy prefags 
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*f the futnre. Vain, afluiiing, ava- 
ricious, and unprincipled, he will 
fiklc at no crime to cover what he hat 
committed, and continue his career. 

" The impunity with which Deane 
lias traduced and calumniated Con- 
grefs to their face, the indulgence 
and even countenance he has received, 
the acrimonious and uncandid fpirit 
of a letter concerning Mr. Pained 
publication* which accompanied a 
yefolve fent 10 Mr. Gerard* are mat- 
ters of deep concern here to tytrj 
friend to America," 

By way of explaining the particu- 
lar letter referred to in the above, 
the following note was added : 

'« The letter here alluded to can 
fee no other than chat figned * John 

2'*?,' dated January 13th, and pub- 
fhedin Mr. Dunlap^s paper of Jan. 
lith. It is very extraordinary that 
Mr. Jay mould write inch a letter, 
fcetaufe it contains the fame illiberal 
reflection? which Congrefs, as a body, 
had rejected from their refolve of 
January 12, as may be (een by any 
one. who will perufe the proceedings 
of January laft. Congrefs has fince 
declined to give countenance to Mr* 
Jay's letter; for though he had a 
public authority for writing a later to 
Mr. Gerard, he had no authority for 
the reflections he ufed; beiides which 
the letter would be perfectly laugh* 
able were every circumilance known 
which happened at that particular 
time, and would likewife ihew how 
exceedingly delicate and cautious a 
Prefident ought to be when he means 
to act officially in cafes he is not fuf- 
ficiently acquainted with. 1 ' 

Every perfon will perceive that the 
note which explains the letter referred 
to, is not a part of the letter from 
Paris, but is added byanother perfon ; 
and Mr. jay, or any other gentleman, 
is welcome to know that the noie is 
of my writing, and that the original 
letter from Paris is now in my pof- 
feflion. I had fufficient authority for 
the expreflions ufed in the note, Mr. 



Jay did not lay his letter to Mr. Ge> 
rard before Congrefs previous to his 
fending it, and therefore, though he 
had their order, he had not their ap- 
probation. They, it is true, ordered 
it to be publiftied, but there is no vote 
for approving it, neither have they 
given it a place in their journals, nor 
was it publifhed in more than one 
paper in this city, except Benjamin 
Towne's, jtho* there were at that time 
two others. Some time after Mr. 
Jay's letter appeared in the paper* 
I addreued another to Pongrefs, com? 
plaining of the unjuijt liberty he had 
taken , and deftre^d to know whether 
I was to conijder tfce expreflions ufed 
in his letter as containing thtfr fenti? 
ments, at the fame time inforifcing 
them, that if they declined to ap- 
prove wljat he had written, J fl>ould 
confider their iilence as a disappro- 
bation of it. Congrefs chofc to be 
filent t and confequently, have left 
Mr. jay to father his own expreflions. 
I took no other notice of Mr, 

Jay's letter at the time it was pub- 
ifhed, being fully perfuaded that 
when any man recollected the part 
he had acted, not only at the firft 
but in the worft of times, he could 
but look on Mr. Jay's letter to be 
groundlefs and ungrateful, and the 
more fo, becaufe if America had 
had no better friends than himfelf 
to bring about independence, I fully 
believe (he never would have fuc- 
ceeded in It, and in all probability 
been a mined, conquered, and tribu- 
tary country. 

Let any man look at the condition 
America was in at the tfme I nrft 
took up the fubject, and publiflied 
Common Senfe, which was but a 
few months before the declaration 
of independence ; an army of thirty 
'thoufand men coming out againft 
her, befides thofe which were abready 
here, and fhe without either an ob- 
ject or a fyftem ; fighting, fhe fcarce- 
Jy knew for what, and which, if fhe 
could ha^e obtained, would have 

#om> 
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Ame her no got>d. She had not a 
day to fpare in bringing about the 
only thing which could fave her, A 
Revolution, yet no one meafure* 
was taken to promote it, and, many 
were ufed to prevent it ; and had 
independence not been declared at 
the time it was, I cannot fee any 
time in which it could have been 
declared, as the train of ill-fuccefles 
which followed the affair of Long- 
Ifland, lefVno future opportunity. 

Had I been difpoied to have made 
Znoney, I undoubtedly had many op- 
J>ortunities for it. The fingle pam- 
phlet, Common Senfe, wouldat that 
time of day, have produced a tole- 
rable fortune, had I only taken the 
fame profits from the publication 
Which all writers have ever done, be- 
caufe the fale was the molt rapid and 
extenfive of any thing that was ever 
pub lifted, in this country, or perhaps 
any other. Inftead of which I re- 
duced the'price fo low, that inftaad 
of getting, I ftand thirty-nine pounds 
eleven millings out of pocket on Mr. 
Bradford's books, excluiive of my 
time and trouble, and I have acted 
the fame difinterefted part by every 
"publication I have made. I could 
have mentioned thofe things long 
ago, had I chofen, but I mention 
them now to make IJtfr. Jay feel his 
ingratitude. 

In the Pennfylvania Packet of 
iaft TnefHay fome perfon has repubr 
jtfhed . Mr. , Jay's letter, and Mr. 
-Gerard's anfiver of the 13th and 
14th of January laft, and though I 
was patiently filent upon their firfl: 
publication, I now think it neceflary, 
.fince they are republifhed, to give 
fome circumftances which ought to 
go with<hem. 

* At the time the difpute arofe, 
refpe&ing Mr. Deane's affairs, I had 
a conference with Mr. Gerard at his 
Own requeft, and fome matters on 
that fubject were freely talked over, 
which it is-here unneceflary to men- 
tion. This was on the 2d of Ja- 
nuary, 



On tfhe- evening of the .Fame 
day, or the next, Mr. 6erard, thro* 
the mediation of another gentle* 
man, made, me a very genteel and 
profitable offer. 1 felt at once the 
refpedt due to -his friendftrip,and the 
.difficulties which my acceptance 
would fubjed me to. My whole 
credit was ftaked upon going through 
with Deane's affairs, and could i af- 
terwards have written with the pen 
of an Angel, on any fnbgecY what- 
ever, it would J>ave had no effect 
had I failed in that or declmed.pro- 
ceeding in it. Mr, Deane^s name 
was not mentioned at the time the 
offer was made, but from fome con- 
verfation which parted at the time 
of the interview, I had fufEcientxea;- 
fori to believe that fome Teftraint 
would have been laid on thai Cub- 
jett. Befides which Iliave a natural 
inflexible ©bje&ion to any thing 
which may be conftrued into a pri- 
vate peniion, becaufe a maa. after 
tha is no longer .truly free. 

r My anfwer to the offer was pre- 
■cifely in thefe words, " Anyfervke 
J can render to either of the countries 
in alliance, or to both, I even have 
done and mall readily do, and Mr. 
Gerard's tftttm will be the only re- 
•compence I fhall defire." I particu- 
larly chofe the word efletm; becaufe 
it admitted of no mifanderftanoV- 
ing. 

On the tlfch of January, I puV 
lifhed a continuation of my remarks 
on Mr. Dfeane's affairs, and as I have . 
ever felt the higheft refpeft for a na- 
tion which has in every ftage of oirr 
affairs been our firm and invariable 
friend, I fpoke of France under that 
general description. It is true I pro- 
fecuted the point againft Mr. I>eane, 
but what was Mr. Deane to France, 
or to the Miniffer of France ? 

On the appearance of this pub- 
lication, Mr. Gerard prefented a me- 
morial to Congrefs refpe&ing fome 
expreflions ufed therein, and On the 
6th and 7th I requeued of Congrefs 
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to be admitted to explain any paf- 
fage"s which Mr. Gerard had referred 
to; but this, requeft not being com- 
plied with, I, on the 8th, fent in my 
resignation of the office of Secretary 
to the Committee* of foreign affairs, 
In the evening I received an 
invitation to fup with a gentleman-, 
aiid Mr. Gerard's offer was, by hfc 
own authority, again renewed with 
confiderable .additions of advantage. 
I gave the fame anfwer as before. I 
•was then told that Mr. <?erard was 
very ill', and de fired to fee me, Ire* 
plied, " That as a matter was then 
•depending in Gongrefs upon a repre- 
sentation of Mr. Gerard againft fome 
parts of my publications, I thought 
it indelicate to wait upon him till 
that was determined/' 

In a few days after I received a 

fecond invitation, and likewife a 

third, to fnp.at the fame place, in 

.both of which the fame offer and the 

fame invitation were renewed and 

the fame anfwers on my part were 

given : But beingrepeatedly preffed 

-to make Mr. Gerard a vifit, I en- 

'gaged to do it. the next morning at 

ten o'clock ; but as I confidered rriy- 

felf Handing on nice and critical 

ground, and left my reputation mould 

be afterwards called in queltion, I 

judged is belt to communicate the 

"whole matter to an honourable friend 

before I went, which was on the 

14th of January, the very day on 

which Mr. Gerard's anfwer to Mr. 

Jay's letter is tlated. • 

While with Mr. Gerard I avoided 
as much as poffiblc every occafion 
that might give rife to the fubjeft, 
Himfcifonce or twice hinted at the 
" publications, and added that " he 
hoped no more would be faid on the 
.fubjedV' v.nich I immediately wav- 
,ed by entering on the lofs of the dif- 
patches. I knew my own refolution 
refpeding the offer, had communi- 
cated that refolution to a friend, and 
did net wifh to give the leafl pain to 
Mr. Gerard, by personally refufing 



that, which, from, him might be 
friendship, but to me would have 
been the ruiri of my credirv At a 
convenient opportunity I rofe to take 
my- leave, on which Mr. Gerard 
faid, " Mr. Paine, 1 have always 
had a great refpett for you, and . 
mould be glad of fome opportunity, 
of mewing you more- fbRd marks oV 
my friendihip." 

I confefs I felt rriyfelf hurt arfd 
exceedingly concerned that the in^ 
jujftice and inuifcretion of a party in 
Gongrefs mould drive matters to 
-fuch an extremity that one fide or 
other rnuft go to the bottom, anti 
in its confequerices embarrafs thole 
whom they had drawn in to fupport 
them> I am confeioas that America 
had not in France a more ftrenuous 
friend than Mr; Gerard, and I fm- 
cerely wifh he had found a way to 
avoid an affair which has been much 
trouble to him. As for Deane, I 
believe him to be a man* who cares 
not who he involves to fcreert him- 
felf. He lias forfeited all reputa- 
tion in this country, fir ft by promif- 
ing to give an ** biftory of matters 
for the ptople to know," and then not 
onlyfailing to perform that promife, 
•but neglecting to clear his own fuf- 
pecled reputation, though he is now 
upon the fpot and can any day de- 
mand an hearing of Cofigrefs, and 
call me before them for the truth of 
what I have ' publimed reSpe&irg 
him. 

Tw© days* after my vifit to Mr. 
Gerard, Mr. Jay's letter and the 
anfwer no it were published, and I 
would candidly afk any man how it 
is pofTible to reconcile fuch letters to 
fuch offers both dene at one and the 
/ame time, and whether I had not 
fufficient authority to fay that Mr. 
Jay's letter would be truly laughable, 
were all the circumftances knowa 
which happened at the time of his 
writing it. 

Whoever republifhcd thofe letters 
in laH Tuefday's paper, mull he an 
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ideot or worfe. I had let them pafs 
over without any other public notice 
than what was contained in the note 
of the preceding week, but the repub- 
lishing them was^putting me to de- 
fiance, and forcing me either to fub- 
nut to them a frefh, or to give the 
circumftances which accompanied 
them. Whoever will look back to 
laft winter, may fee I had my hands 
full, and that without any perfon 
giving the leaf* afliftance. It was 
Srir. given out, that' I was paid by 
Congrefs, for vindicating their re«- 
putation againft Mr. Deane's char- 
ges, yet a majority in that Houfe 
were every day pelting me for what 
I was doing. Then Mr. Gerard 
was unfortunately brought in, and 
Mr. Jay's letter to him, and his an- 
fwer were published to effect fome 
purpofe or other. Yet Mr. Gerard 
was at the fame time making the 
warmeft profeffions of friendfhip to 
me, and propofing to take me into 
his confidence, with very liberal 
offers. In fhort, I had but one way 
to get through, which was to keep 
clofe to the point and principle I fet 
out upon, and that alone has render- 
ed me fuccefsful. By making this' 
my guide, I have kept my ground, 
and I have yet ground to fpare, for 
among other things, 1 have authentic 
copies of the difpatches that were loft. 
I am certain no man fet out with a 
warmer heart, or a better difpofition to 
render public fervice than myfelf, in 
every thing which laid in my power; 
my firft endeavour was to put the 
politics of the country right, and to 
ihow the advantages as well as the 
neceflity of independence ; and un- 
til this was done, independence 
never could have fucceeded. Ame- 
rica did not, at that time, under- 
ftandher own fituation ; and though 
the country was then full of writers, 
no one reached the mark'; neither 
did I abate in my fervice, when hun- 
dreds were afterwards deferting her 
intereft, and thousands afraid to 
Vol. IX. 



fpeak ; for the firft number of tie 
Crifis was publimed in the blackeft 
ftagc cf affairs, fix days before the 
taking the Heffians at Trenton* 
When this State was diftracted with 
parties, on account of her Conftitu- 
tion, I endeavoured, in the m oft dis- 
interested manner, to bring it to 
conclufion ; and when Deane's im- 
portions broke out, and threw the 
whole States into confufion, I rea- 
dily took up the fubject, for no one 
elfe underftood it, and the country 
now fee that I was right. And if 
Mr, Jay thinks he derives any credie 
from his letter to Mr. Gerard, he 
will find himfelf deceived; and that 
the ingratitude of the compofition 
"will be his reproach, not mine. 

Common Sjknss. 



Philadelphia, Seftetnbtr 1 5. 
Wednefday laft the General Aflem- 
bly met here for the difpatch of 
tmfinefs. 

Meflage from the President,' and 
Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil, to the Representatives 
of the Freedom ofPennfylvania, 
in General Aflembly met. 
Gentlemen of the Aflembly, 
; It is with the greateft fatisfaction 
we congratulate you, upon the va- 
rious iuccefles Which have diftin- 
guifhed the period of your recefs. 
While the moil confummate bravery 
and difcipline have marked the en- 
terprizes of our troops by land, glory 
and victory have attended thofe of 
our allies by fea; fuccefles, which 
at once reflect the higheft honour 
upon themfelves and the refpective 
nations, and afford the faireir. pro- 
spect of fpeedy tranquility and peace. 
When, to thefe happy events, we 
add the acceflion of another great 
and foreign power to the interefts of 
America, and that the year has been 
crowned with a moil plentiful har- 
veft, we cannot but admire and ac- 
knowledge the favour and goodnefs 
of Providence. In ihort, nothing 
Qjl f«em» 
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feems left us to wifh, but a revival of 
that public fpirit and virtue which 
fhone with fo much luftre in the early 
days of this conteft, and which feems 
now neceflary, for the reftoration of 
public credit, and the relief of our 
fuffering frontiers* To both thefe 
objects we mull requeft your imme- 
diate and unremitted attention ; and 
to this end fhall now lay before you 
fundry refolutions of the Honourable 
the Congrefs for calling in large 
Aims of the prefent emiflions. We 
efteem ourfelves happy in the re- 
flection that no Heps for the fecurity 
of the expofed counties were omitted 
by us ; the molt feafonable orders 
for ftationing a body of militia, and 
alfo railing five companies of ran- 
jjers, were iflued, and every fupply 
required has been fent without delay. 
That the orders for the militia were 
»ot punctually complied with in 
fome counties, and in others wholly 
neglected, is what we have great 
reafon to lament, at the fame time 
that we think it well deferving of 
ferious enquiry, that due praife may 
be given to thofe who merit it. We 
cannot but deem fuch felf-exemp- 
tions from public duty as tending to 
a criminal relaxation of the bonds of 
ibciety, and a departure from the 
duties of a well regulated govern- 
ment. . All the papers will now be 
laid before you, from which you will 
obferve that, difappointed in the 
expected aid, the frontier inhabi- 
tants have formed themfelves into 
companies and aflbciations for de- 
fence, in the courfe of which ex- 
pences have been contracted, which, 
if they appear in the fame light to 
you as they have done to us, you. 
will not hefitate to difcharge, and 
thus encourage them to continue as 
a barrier to the moil improved and 
fettled counties. How^ far the re- 
vifal and collecting the militia law, 
with its various . fuppleraents, into 
one compleat fyftem, will" tend to 
remedy the Ske evils in future^ we 



fubmit to your confideration. The 
necefiity of fupporting a well regu- 
lated militia, we think, is confirmed 
by every day's obfcrvation and ex- 
perience ; and while the enemy is 
receiving reinforcements, with the 
avowed purpofe of defolating the 
country, we deem it a meafure high- 
ly deferving your attention, as well 
as that of every friend to the free- 
dom and intereft of the State. 

The generous refolutions of your 
Honourable Houfe, at the fall femons, 
for the relief «f the army and the 
fleet, and which we have executed 
with/ our bell judgment and atten- 
tion, have had the mod: happy effects 
in conciliating the affections and re- 
fpect of thofe brave and valuable 
men, and cementing a friendlhip 
between the civil and military pow- 
ers, highly honourable to both, and 
beneficial to all. We would recom- 
mend the cloathing them with the 
fanction of law, as a meafure pleaf- 
ing to them, and perfectly confo- 
nant to the views of the Houfe. W« 
conceive nothing now remains on 
this fubject, but to make fome early 
and fuitable provifion as a reward 
for their dangers, facrifices and fa- 
tigues, to enable them to return t© . 
civil life with honour and advantage * 
when their military fcrvices may be 
no longer necelTary ; and we hope a 
mode may be devifed for this pur- 
pofe, not oppreflive or burthenfome * 
to the farmer or tradefman, and yet 
fatisfactory to them. The honour 
reflected on the State by General 
Wayne and the troops of the Penn- 
fylvania line, during this campaign, 
would have attracted our immediate 
acknowledgment, if the approach of 
your fefllons had not inclined us to 
wait your concurrence, that the 
marks of our attention might be 
more proportionate to the fervice 
they have done and the glory thejr 
have acquired. 

We alfo, Gentlemen, moft eanr- 
eftly recommend to you, to proceed 

in 
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in the great bufinefs of the proprie- 
tary eftates, at leaft fo far as to give 
tfie next affembly an opportunity to 
put the finifliing fiand to this impor- 
tant and neceSTary work. The ex- 
perience of mankind, the practice of 
other countries and nations, the fen- 
timents of the greateft writers on 
Government, and even our own ob- 
fervation during this great conteft, 
in which the various principles that 
govern the human mind have been 
drawn forth into view and action, we 
think fully demonstrate, that neither 
- the peace, liberty or fafety of Penn- 
fylvania can be deemed fecure while 
this powerful intereft, attached in all 
its branches to the powers we have 
injured and abandoned, is permitted 
to retain its full force and influence 
among us. At prefent the fubject 
is difentangled from all other confl- 
agrations of a public nature ; fhould 
it, by delay, mingle itielf with 
the jaegociations of a general 
peace, we may long lament, and 
posterity will juftly blame our indo- 
lence or timidity, which has loll the 
precious opportunity of refcuing this 
State from one of the appendages of 
its former bondage, and placing it 
on the fame equal level of liberty, 
intereft, tranquility, and indepen- 
dence with Jxs fifter States. The 
fafety-of the people is the fupreme 
and pre-eminent law and bond of 
fociety, and when, as in the prefent 
cafe, this can be fecured confiftent 
with the rights of private juftice, we 
Should hold ourfelves inexcufable, if 
we did not exprefs our fentiments 
with freedom, and aflure you, that 
the general expectation and voice 
of the people, fo far as our know- 
ledge extends, concurs with them. 

The Constitution of this State, 
with a wifdom and forefight which 
does honour to its framers, having 
confidered the education of youth as 
a matter of great importance to the 
interests of fociety and order of Go- 
vernment, we have been led to an 



enquiry into the nature and govern* 
ment of thofe inftitutions which at 
prefent fubfift. It is with concern 
we obferve a general neglect of this 
great duty, both in town and coun- 
try, while the growing attention of 
other States invites the youth from 
this, and muft produce effects equal- 
ly repugnant to public benefit and 
private convenience. The principal 
institution in this State, founded on 
the moft free and catholic principles, 
raifed and cherifhed by the hand of 
public bounty, appears by its Char- 
ter to have allied itfelf fo clofely to 
the Government of Britain, by ma- 
king the allegiance of its Governbrs 
to that State a pre-requifite to any 
official act, that it might well have 
been prefumed they would have 
fought the aid of Government for 
an establishment confiftent with the 
.Revolution, and conformable to the 
great changes of policy and govern- 
ment. But whatever have been the 
motives, we cannot think the good 
people of this 6tate can or ought to 
reft fatisfied, or the protection of 
Government be extended to an in- 
stitution, framed with fuch manifeft 
attachment to the Britifh povern- 
ment, and conducted with a general 
inattention to the authority of the 
State. The influence of a feat of 
learning, upon the peace and good 
order of Government, has, we 
think, been too fully exemplified ;n 
the country from which we have fe- 
parated, to permit an^ well regu- 
lated State to neglect or over-look" 
it. How far there has been any de- 
viation from the liberal ground of 
its firft establishment, and a pre- 
eminence given to fome focieties in 
prejudice to others equally meritori- 
ous, the former enquiries of your 
Honourable Houfe will enable you 
to determine ; for us it is fufficient 
to*declare, that as learning or fci- 
ence are of no party or feet, we wifh 
to fee them promoted on the moft li- 
beral principles, giving to every de- 
Q^q 2 nomination 
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Domination of Chriftians equal rights 
and privileges. As Corporations 
compofe a fpecies of internal Go- 
vernment, in all great changes they 
have been confidered as objects of 

?>ublic attention and care, that their 
iibordination, obedience, and fup- 
port to the fuprerrie and governing 
powers of the State might be fecur- 
cd and preferved. This is a juft 
and neceffary policy, we think wor- 
thy of imitation, as the object of the 
inftitution, whether civil, religious, 
or charitable, may at the fame time 
remain inviolate. 

The law for prohibiting the ex- 
portation of provifions having ex* 
pired on the firft inftant, we thought 
proper to continue the embargo un- 
til the twentieth of this month, that 
in the interval your honourable 
Houfe might take this fubject into 
confideration, a fubje<Tt of very great 
importance to the commercial as 
well as general intereflof the State. 

The public highways, Gentlemen, 
will alfo require your care and at- 
tention ; the laws refpecling them 
are expired by their own limitation, 
and the prefent condition of the 
roads is too well known to make it 
necefTary for us to enlarge upon the 
duty and propriety of malting a fuit- 
able prpvif:on on this head. 

We mud alfo recommend to your 
confideration the officers of Govern- 
ment : however generous or ade- 
quate the provifion for their fup- 
port, when called forth by you, or 
the people, to the discharge of pub- 
lic duty, you muft be fenfible that 
die accumulated prices of all the ne- 
ceflaries of life, fince that time, muft 
make their fituation very diftreffing,. 
ai^d that inftead of ** a reafonable 
compenfation, when called to public 
fervice, to the prejudice of their pri- 
vate affairs," which the Conftitution 
declares to be a right, they muft hf- 
fea their private property, and fink 
into poverty and diftrefs v As the 
people pf this State have in every. 



period exhibited a noble and exem- 
plary generofity in fupport of Go- 
vernment, it cannot be doubted they 
will, in this cafe, anfwer every juft 
and reafonable expectation. 

In conformity to the laws of this 
State, and your defire, we have pro- 
ceeded to the fale of the confifcated 
eftates, and have the fatisfaction to 
acquaint you, that the fums ariilng 
therefrom are fo confiderable, as to 
afford a great relief to the good 
people of the State from their public 
burehens ; and that the fhip which, 
under your refolves, we fitted out for 
defence of the trade. of the State, 
has not only anfwered that important 
end, -but has been fo fuccefsful as, in 
a great meafure, to compenfate the 
expence of the undertaking. 

Our anxiety to perpetuate and ex- 
tend the bleffings of freedom, and 
enlarge the circle of humanity, in- 
duce us to remind you of the bill for 
emancipating the children born of 
Negro and Mulatto parents. We 
wifh to fee you give the compleat 
fanction of law t© this noble and ge- 
nerous purpofe, and adorn the an- 
nals of Pennsylvania with this bright 
difplay of juftice ami public virtue. 

Thus, Gentlemen,, having laid 
before you a general i^ate of our 
public affairs, nothing remains but. 
to affure you of our chearful concur- 
rence and aftiftance, where requisite, 
to facilitate and promote the dis- 
charge of your public duties, and 
exprefs our perfect confidence in 
your wifdom, prudence, and dif- 
patch. 

Joseph Rezd, President. . 

The following Memorial, prepared, 
by the (pedal Committee appointed 
at the laft Town Meeting, for flop* 
ping the emiflion*, was on "Monday. 
laft presented to Congre&, being 
figned by the Prefident and Council, 
in their private characters, the Speaker 
and feveral -Members of Aflembly, by 
the. General Committee. of the City 
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and Liberties, -arid a very large and 
r-efpeclable number of the Citizens. 
TV the Honourable Congress of the 
Ukited States of N o r t h- 

AM5RICA. 

The Address and Memorial 
of fundry inhabitants of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, 
Humbly Jbs'vjethy 

That whereas at the commence- 
ment of the prefent war, the country 
being then deftitute of the proper 
forms and powers of Government, 
there appeared no other method, 
fufficiently expeditious and practica- 
ble, for raifing the current fupplies, 
than by finking money by this Ho- 
nourable Houfe, in fuch portions and 
at fuch periods as to them mould feem 
meet and proper. The neceffity gave 
countenance to the proceeding, and, 
convinced thereof, the whole country' 
unanimoufly acquiefced. 

But it is with concern, moft Ho- 
nourable Sirs, that we have feen the 
fame meafure purfued beyond the 
time which we conceive rendered it 
either neceflary or expedient; the 
confequences of which have been, the 
impoffibility of keeping up the credit 
of the currency to any fixed ftandard, 
, the great and almoft unfurmountable 
embarrafTments in afcertaining the 
value of property, or carrying on 
trade with any fuJficient certainty, 
Thofe who fell and thofe who buy are 
left without rule whereon to form a 
judgment of their profit or their fofs, 
and every fpecies of commerce or ex- 
change, whether foreign or domeftic, 
has been expofed to numberlefs and 
encreafing difficulties. The conftant 
apprehenfion of further emiffions has 
at all times anticipated the deprecia- 
tion, and con:ra£ts in trade have, in 
order to preferve a balance with the 
emiffions, been neceffarily conftrudted 
to fuit what the depreciation weuld 
probably be, rather than what it really, 
then was. To all which we ought, 
in juftice to our fellow citizens who, 
arc engaged in the military fervice o( 



their country, to add, that on thcoi 

has the depreciation fallen with pecu- 
liar and multiplied inconveniencies. 
Neither does it form a fmall part of 
our concern that, in the courfe of 
more than four years, your confti- 
tuents have never been made ac- 
quainted with the expenditures, or 
the ufes to which they have been ap- 
plied ; all which, we apprehend, 
arifes from the continuance of a prac- 
tice at firft juflified by the neceflity 
before mentioned, but now fuper- 
feded by the eftablimment of confti- 
tutional and legal governments in the 
feveral States, we mean that of ftriking 
money at difcretion, in preference to 
the calling on your conftituents for 
the current fupplies, and laying be- 
fore them an estimate of the yearly 
expences. Neither can we help ex- 
prefling our apprehenlions, that the 
eafe with which money was thus pro- 
cured has introduced a remiflhefs of 
enquiries into the reality of its appli- 
cation ; all which we hope will in 
future be remedied by a fyftematical 
plan of ceconomy, and a regular in- 
formation of expences. 

Altho', as a matter of fright, we 
fhould be juftified in conveying our 
inftruflions in a legal manner to our 
particular Reprefentatives in this Ho- 
nourable Houfe, to forbid, on their 
part, the farther encreafe of emiffions, 
yet, as evils of fuch an intricate na- 
ture cannot be remedied in an inftant, 
and as we are not moved to this ad- 
drefs by any interefted partiality to, 
ourfelves, or locally to the State we 
live in., but as friends and fellow-citi- 
zens with the whole community of the/ 
United States, we have therefore 
judged it molt confident with and 
mofl conducive to the general good, 
to make our application to this Ho- 
nourable Houfe at large, requefling 
in the moll earneft, but at the fame 
time mofl refpectful terms, that Con- 
grefs would be pleafed, in the moffc 
decifive and explicit manner, to de- 
termine what the extent and quantity 
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«f the emiflions mall be, and when 
and where they fhali flop/ Your con- 
Jftituents, feeling the jultnefs of their 
cau-fe, and fatisiied that it is the will 
©f Heaven that America £hall be free, 
are not and will not be wanting in 
their portions towards the neceffary 
applies, and it is with .the utmoil 
pleaiure we inform this Honourable 
Koufe, that a laudable fphit is ex- 
tending itfelf, for raifing a revenue 
iry fub'cription, in order to enable 
Congrefs to put a period to the in- 
conveniences fo extenfively felt and 
i> Icudiy complained of, by limiting 
and fixing the quantity of the emif- 
£ons, and the time when they ihall 
finally ceafe. 

K E , N T. 

March 4, i;8o. 
This day was held, at Maidftone, 
a moft numerous and refpecbbie 
meeting of the county of Kent. 
Lord Mahon opened the bufinefs in 
a very fpirited fpeech, in which he 
affected, with great itrength of argu-* 
inenr, the undoubted right of the 
people to petition, and to affemble 
lor petitioning, without wfcich the 
Tight of petitioning would be nuga- 
tory. He declared that this right 
ftad not been denied by any Crown 
Lawyer, and might be exercifed 
without the ianftion of any Sheriff or 
Lord Lieutenant whatsoever. He 
Concluded by propofingjohn Carlton, 
Eiq. of Deaf, tor Chairman, i his 
auction, notwithftanding it h j s al- 
ways been ufual for the perfons who 
call the meeting to nominate the 
Chairman, was oppofed, and Richard 
iiultc, Efq. of B<»Idwyns, waspro- 
pofed, in oppoiition to Mr. Carlton.. 
After much altercation, the fhew of 
hands being greatly in favour of Mr, 
Carlton, he took ihe Chair. Filmer 
Honywood, Eic]. then came forward, 
and in a moft manly and conftitution* 
al fpeech, propoip.l a petition. He 
(aid it was not party meafures. Sir 
K'bn H*mywuod, who had never en- 



tered into any party, had authorifed 
him to declare his full approbation of 
it. The Rev. Mr. Drake Brock- 
man feconded the petition. Sir Ho- 
race Mann, after many profeffions of 
his integrity and independence ; after 
declaring hisrefolution t© oppofe any 
thing which came from thofe with 
whom in Parliament he had generally 
acted, and his entire approbation of 
every ceconomical meafure, like- 
wife expreffed his high opinion of 
the probable effect of Mr. Burke's 
bill. He gave the higheit encomi- 
ums on the ability and integrity of 
the author of that bill j but declared 
his appreheniions that the Commit- 
tees which had been appointed in 
different counties might produce the 
moft dangerous consequences. He 
therefore moved a petition to Parlia- 
ment, which contained a general 
prayer for cecOnomy, and a difappro- 
bation of the prefent Committees. 

It was urged by the Duke of Dor- 
set, Sir Edward Dering, Lord Lewi- 
fham, Mr. Evelyn, Mr. Burrell, 
Lord Dudley, Mr. Hulfe, Mr. 
Milles, Mr Brooks, and others, that 
the petitions were dictatorial, and the 
afibciations tended to controul Par- 
liament. Many of thefe gentlemen 
did jurtice to Mr. Burke's bill, and 
urged its admifiion as a proof of the 
independence of Parliament, and of 
the iair intentions of the Adminiftra- 
tion. The diftrefs of the country, 
ftated in Mr. Honywood's petition, 
was denied ; much ffrefs was laid on 
the late fuccefs of Sir George Rod- 
ney, and unanimity in fupport of 
Government ilrongly recommended. 

Thefe arguments were very ably 
anfwered by Lord Mahon, Lord 
Radnor, Mr. Thomas Townfhend, 
Mr. Sawbridge, Mr. Saxby, and 
Mr. Honywood. The Duke of 
Dorfet having afferted that influence 
was ntxeffary for the prefervaUQn, of 
the Conilitution, the influence of 
the Crown, the influence of the 
Lords, and the influence of the 
Common! 
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Commons — Mr. 5awbridge 
a mod able diftinttion between pre- 
rogative and influence; arrdobferved 
(which the other fide could not but 
admit) that the plan of ceconomy 
moved by Mr. Burke owed the fup- 
port it had received to the petitions 
of the people. 

On the Chairman proceeding to 
put the queftion, it was objected, by 
the friends to Sir Horace Mann's pe- 
tition, that the real fenfe of the free- 
holders could not be collected, as 
there were many prefent who were 
not freehplders : they therefore pro- 
pofed that the meeting mould break 
up without coming to any decifion, 
and the two peticions be carried 
about the county by their refpective 
friends to be figned. After much 
altercation, this proportion, fo ab- 
furd and unheard-of at any meeting, 
and fo mifchievous in its tendency, 
was over-ruled ; and, on the quef- 
tion being put, Mr. Honywood's 
petition was carried by a majority of 
at leaft four to one. 

The Hon. John JeiFeries Pratt 
then came forward, and after very 
handfomely exprefTmg his father's 
and his own readincfs to give up any 
emolument for the interefl: of his 
country, propofed a Committee for 
promoting the objects of the peti- 
tion, by legal and conftitutional 
means ; he was feconded by William 
Daniel Mafter, Efq. of Mereworth, 
The party, then, who had fupported 
the petition of Sir H. Mann, not- 
withftanding they had profefled 
themfelves the friends of decency 
and order, difturbed the peace of 
that meeting, whofe fenfe they at 
firfl appeared fo defirous to collect ; 
and by a conftant clamour that the 
meeting was diflblved, interrupted 
all farther debate. The motion for 
a Committee was then carried in the 
affirmative, and the meeting ad- 
journed^*?* die y fubject to the call of 
the Committee. The petition pro- 
pofed by Mr. Honywood was ngn- 
ed, as foon as the v*~' '-■.* was 
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by feveral hundreds of free- 
holders. 

Mr. Polhill being indifpofed, and 
not able to attend the meeting, feat 
the following letter to the gentlemen 
at Maidftone : 

To the Gentlemen , Clergy, and Frt#* 
holders, affembled at Maidjhne. 

" Gentlemen, 
" Prefumingthe intention of the 
meeting at Maidftone, is to petitioa 
Parliament, to enquire in what man- 
ner the public money has hitherto 
been fpent ; to recommend an exact 
and drift frugality in the future di£> 
pofal of it ; to reduce all places, 
with exorbitant falaries, within rea* 
fonable bounds ; and fo far as is coa- 
fiftent with humanity, with national" 
juftice and gratitude, to fupprefs or 
lefTen all ufelefs places and unmerit- 
ed penfions ; I take this public op- 
portunity of declaring my iincere 
and full confent to, and,approbatioa 
of, fuch meafures, purfucd on legal 
and conftitutional grounds. 

As I cannot but conceive, that 
every faving, coniiftent with the ho- 
nour and. dignity of the Crown, and 
with juftice to individuals, which at 
this prefent time can be made by 
Parliament, and thrown into the 
public ftock, mult in a war of fuch 
immenfe expence, fo uncertain la 
point of duration, and of a nature fa 
ferious and extenfive, be of the utmost 
fervice, both to Prince and people. 

" And that fuch meafures, if 
adopted by Parliament, and carried 
into execution with wifdom and mo- 
deration, may, in the end, prove $f 
the moll beneficial confequence to 
thefe kingdoms. 

" lam, Gentlemen, with great 
refpect, your moft obedient and raoft 
humble fervant, 

Charles Polhill." 
Cheapftead, March 4, 1780. 
Committee of the County ^/"Kekt. 

St. Allan's Tavern, April 5, 1 780. 

Received and read the following 
letters from the Ear} of Shelburne, 
and John Crewe, Efa^ to Lord Vif- 

count 
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ifconrit fttfahon, Chairman of the 
Committee : 
My Lord, 

I beg of yourLbrdfhip to do me 
the honour of communicating my 
beft thanks to the Kent Committee, 
for the very handfome and interefl- 
ing manner in which they have been 
pleafed to make mention of my pre- 
lent conduct in Parliament. The 
obliging concern they have done me 
the honour to exprefs for my health, 
can only tend to encreafe and con- 
firm the wifti I flatter myfelf 1 have 
fell to devote my life and fervices to 
the public interefl. If there is any 
thing to be added, to make me more 
touched with the teftimony of the 
Committee, it is the confideration of 
the ancient dignity of the county 
which has appointed it, and of your 
Lordftip's being its Chairman. 

I have the honour to be, with great 
Regard and refpeel, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's raoft humble, 
and molt obedient fervant, 
Shelburwe. 
Btrkhy-fquare, Mar. 27, 1780, 
My Lord, 

I fhould have acknowledged the 
honour of your Lordfhip's letter 
fooner, had I not been out of town, 
permit me to trouble your Lordfhip 
with prefenting my beft refpefts to 
the gentlemen of the Committee of 
Kent, and alluring them that I haver 
a high fenfe of the honour conferred 
tepon me by their approbation. 
I have the honour to be, 
Your Lordfhip's moll 
obedient humble fervant, 
j. Crewe. 
Pkiliberts, Mar. 3 1, 1780. 

Refolved upanimouily, That the 
laid letters be publifhed, with the 
refolves of this Committee. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That R. 
Barham, Efq, John Hinde, Efq. 
George Morgan, Efq. and Richard 
Tylden, Efij. be'added to this Com* 
nuttee. 



Refolved nnanimoufly, That -this 
Committee do adjourn, to meet at 
this place on Saturday the 2 2d day 
of this month, to take into confidera- 
tion the report made by the Deputies 
at the lafl meeting of this Com- 
mittee ; and that all the members of • 
this Committee be earneftly requefted 
to give their attendance on that day. 
Mahon, Chairman, 

At a numerous and refpeclable 
meeting of this Committee, bolden 
at the St. Alban's Tavern, on Sa- 
turday, April 22, 17&0, tie Chair- 
man informed the Committee, that 
the petition which had been approved 
of by the General Meeting of the 
county, held at Maidftone, on the 
4th day of March laft, had been' pre- 
sented to the Houfe of Commons on 
the 6th inftant, by the Hon. Charles 
Marmara, and that it contained the 
names of three thousand one 
hundred and TWENTY noble- 
men, gentlemen, clergy, and free- 
holders of the county ; and that the 
counter petition which had been 
moved at the General Meeting, in 
oppojition to the /aid petition, had 
been alfo prefented to the Houfe of 
Commons, on the 6th inflant, and 
that it contained only one thou- 
sand EIGHT HUNDRED AND 

thirty names. 

Received and read the following 
letters from Edmund Butke, Kfq. 
Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, and the 
Hon. C. J. Fox, Chairman of the 
Weftminfler Committee, to Lord 
Vifcount Mahon, Chairman of this 
Committee. 

Refolved unanimously, That tht 
faid letters be publifhed, with tttfc 
refolves of this Committee, 
My Lord, 

You will be fo good as to convey 
my moft refpedtful acknowledgement* 
to the Committee of the county of 
Kent, for their favourable acceptance 
of my humble, but well-meant en- 
deavours* in a plan of reformation. 

It 
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It is a diftin&on of which I muft 
ever be fenfible, to be named with 
the worthy gentlemen wfco have me* 
rited their approbation, upon ftill 
better grounds. I have the honour 
to be, with, the highelt regard and 
efleenu 

My Lord, 
Your Lordihip's moft obedient 
and humble fervant, 
Edmund Burks. 
MbarltS'Jlreft, St. J$mti» 

/quart, April 8, 1780. 
My L*d, 

I have the honour of your Lord- 
/hip's letter* transmitting to me the 
approbation of the Committee of the 
county of Kent of my conduct in the 
Honfe of Commons* 

The beft anftyer I can give to your 
I*orcUhip, and thofe refpe#able gen- 
tlemen, is to aiTure Aem that I fhall 
fteadily perfevere in thofe principles 
which have procured me] fo di&n- 
guifhing an honour. 

The Houie of Peers haye donevA*/ 
for the Minifter which he wa* afham- 
ed or afraid to do himfelf, and ren* 
dered my feeble endeavours to fypvc 
my country ineffectual — a t>ad pre. 
iage of their future intentions, when 
reforms of greater comlderation may 
come before them. 

Nothing but a firm union of the 
friends to freedom and the coniiftu* 
tiou can preferve our linking liber- 
ties ; I truft thai will prevail againft 
that corrupt influence which has fo 
long operated to the diigrace and ruin 
of this country. 

I haye the honour to be, with great 
efteem, and with my moH grateful 
and refpe&fial acknowledgements to 
the gentlemen of the Committee, 
VourLordfliip's . 
Moft obedient humble fervent, 
' Philip Jivnutcs Clihice. 
April 14, 1780., 

My Lord, 
I have the honour of transmitting 
to you a copy of the proceedings in 
Vol. IX, 



Weftmmfter-hall on the 61H inftant, 
in which you will obierve, that the 
form of the aflbciation adopted by 
the city of Weftminlter is nearly fi* 
milar to that of the county of York. 
There never was a time when union 
was more neceflary than the nrefcnt ; 
as the only hopes of thofe who with 
to defeat die wimes of the people are 
profeffedly founded upon fuppofed 
disagreements among the true friends 
of this country. 

I mould long; ago have tranfmitted 
to your Committee, lifts of the mem- 
bers who have voted in the late im- 
portant queftion, but have been un- 
able to procure any on which I could 
depend. That which was printed in 
the newspapers was, to my own 
knowledge, very incorrect. I cannot 
clofe my letter without informing 
you, that the three following refolu- 
tions were agreed to by the Houfe of 
Commons on the 6th inftant: 

" That it is neceffary to declare, 
that the influence of the Crown has 
increafed, is increafing, and ought 
to be diminished. 

" That it is competent >o this 
Houie to examine into, and to cor- 
rect abufes in the expenditure of the 
Civil Lift revenues,' as well as in 
every other branch of y the public ae* 
venue, whenever it mail appear ex- 
pedient to the Vri&om of this Houfe 
fo to do, 

" That 1% U l3ie duty pf thi* 
Houfe to provide, as jar. as /nay be, 
*n immediate and effectual redrefs*qf 
the abufes complained of in the petx* 
tiotos prefented to this Houfe, from 
the diferent counties, cities, and 
towns of this kingdom,' 9 

The numbers who voted for them 
were 233, againft them $ic; fo that 
in one of the fujlefl: houfes that we 
• have ever known, a compleat ap* 
probation has been given to the fen* 
timent of the petition*, with a pro* 
mife to attend to their ptayen j now 
that promife will be performed, it- is 
our duty to watch $ it we perfevere in 
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our exertions, I think there is little 
or no doubt of obtaining our objects ; 
but if we are luHrid into fecurity by 
fuccefs, it is but "too probable cthat 
the Reprefeatatiyes of the ., people i 
may relapfe into their former inattin- 
. tion to their conftituents. .,;;; a; ;.♦ 

I am, my LoroV, •with great refpetl, 
your moft obedient,- and moff humble 
fervant, 

C. J. Fox, Chairman. 
Sf. James % r-fireei 9 < 4fril lo» 1780. 
Lord Fifcottnt JVIahon, Chairntun 



every other branch, of the public reaee-, 
- nue, whenever it (hall appear expedi- 
ent to the - wifdom of this:Haufe-fo 
to do, f ..-,*.,. 

E .„ Refolved unanimoufly, Thai the 
thanks of this Committee be, given to 
Thomas Pitt, Efc^fox having moved, 
the Tanie day, that it .is the duty of 
this. Houfe ta provide,: as far as may 
ho, an effectual and immediate re* 
drefs of .the a^ufes L ccunplained of #n 
the petitions 'printed to this Houfe 
from the counties, cities, and 



towns 
of the Commutct of tfavCeimtj > >of fof mis kingdom* « 
Kent. ... Refolved unwmoufly,^That the 

■ *\ tfianks of this Committee begiyen to 
Refolved unahinioufly, that, the *,thofe. Peers who .voted, and particu- 



thanks of this Committee be given to 
the Honourable C. J» Fo* for the 
communication of the resolutions of 
the city of Weftminftcr, and for the 
.manly and very excellent fentiments 
contained in the above letter to the 
Chairman of this Committee. 

Refolved unanimottfly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given to 
John Dunning, Efq. for having mov- 
ed in a Committee of. the Houfe of 
Commons, on Thurfday the 6th.in- 
ftant, " Tha£ the influence of the 
Crown has increafed, . is increafin>g, 
and ought to be diminilhed." 



larly to thofe who .protefted, agaihft 
the rejection of the. Contractors* Bill, 
in the Houfe of Lords, on thea^th 
inftant. ; - .* : 

Refolved unanimoufly, That John 
Honywopd, Efq. . bei added to this 
Committee, 

^Refolved, (with two . diffentients) 
That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that the following propofi- 
ticins da deferve the- fteadieft and 
warmeft fup£of t of the friends of the 
conftitutional -liberty of this country, 
and that they are highly conducive 
to the reftoring the independence of 



Refolved unanimoufly, That this r Parliament, and to the fecuring the 



Committee feels particular fatisfac 
tion in obferving, that this excellent 

"motion of John Dunning, Efq; has 
feceived additional firength (inffead 
Of being defeated, as it was intended) 
by the amendment, moved by Henry 
Dundas, Efq. Lord Advocate for 
Scotland, exprefiing (That. not only 
the influence of the Crown has in- 

* rreafed, is increafing, and ought to 
be diminiihed, but even) that it is ne- 
ceflary to declare it. . 

- Refolved unanimoufly, That the 

- thanks of- this Committee be g&en to 
John Dunnmg, Efq. for having more- 

x over moved, rf&xrit 'is competent to 
this Houfe to examine into and to 
: .corrcft abufes in the expenditure of.:: 
■; the civil lift revenues, as well as in 



freeolomvand rights, of the people, 
via. .: . 

.: 1 ft. The ceconomical reform re- 
quefted by the petitions of the people ; 
thatiglan of fbift and rigid frugality, 
now mdifpenfibly neceflary in eyory 
department* of the State; that nxoft 
important regulation for reducing the 
unconftitutkmal 'influence of the 
Crown. > - i 

idly r The propofition for obtain- 
ing-^ more ec^ual teprefentation in 
Parliament, ^by *the addition of at 
leaft one hundred JMembers to • be 
chofen, in a due proportion, by the, 
feveral counties of >the kingdom of 
Great Britain. • . ' * 

And 3dly. iThe propofition for 
Members of the Houfe ,of Commons 
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to be elected %o ferye in Parliament by the Petitioners ; and by^ difcotfn* v 
for a terlh not exceeding three years, tenanting expences at elections, arid' 
Refolved, (with one difTentient) * Axch candidates who fhail be found 



That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee; thattthe faid proportions are 
highly fit to be fubmitted td the cdhV 
iideratioh of the court ty of Kent at 
large; >/* 

- Refolved unanimoufly; That thi* 
feommittee do adjourn, Jiiie die* to 
the St: Alban's Tavern, in London, 
fubject to the call of the Chairman, 
iipon application ef any three of the 
Members of this Committee; 

Ma hon, Chairman; 



king's Htad\ GlouetjitTt March 25 ^ 
1780. 

At a meeting of the Committee 
for- fupporting the Gloucefterfhire 
Petition, held this day*. 

This Gonfonittee haviiig received 
from the General Meeting of Depu- 
ties appointed by feveral petitioning 
counties; cities* and towns, a copy 
of their refolves, 

Resolved unanimouftyj That the 
thanks Nof this Committee be given 
fo Sir William Guife, Sir William 
Codringtdn; Bans, and Charles Bar- 
row, Efq. the Deputies from this 
Committee to the General Meeting 
of Deputies, for their faithful exe- 
cution of the important truft repbfed 
in them; and their temperate and 
judicious conduct in fupport of thd 
opinions of the Committee; 
• Refolved, That as we think all 
national reform mould, if poffible* 
originate from the reprefentatives of 
the people* and that, therefore, it k 
incumbent on the elective body, to 
adopt every connatutional means of 
obtaining a reprefentation oh which 
they can rely^ we conceive that no 
ftep will be fo conducive to this end, 
as the aiTociation of all free and in- 
dependent men to fupport fuch can- 
didates only, at all future elections^ 
whofe principles or condadt are 
Renown to be fuch as will promote 
the objects of the reform propofed 



to employ corrupt means to gain the 
fuffrages of the people. 

Refolved j That we- are determin- 
ed to perfevere unremittingly in fup^ 
port of the petition,, and of fuch 
legal and conftitutional meafures as 
Will tend to reftrain the undue in- 
fluence of the Crown 1 , and that ]that 
be a principal object of a general 
union and aiTociation. 

Refolved, That obtaining a law 
for taking the fuffrages of the people 
in fuch a mode as to prevent both ex-r 
]*ence in elections, and the operation 
of undue influence therein, is necef- 
fary towards fecuring the freedom of 
Parliament, and that our members 
be requefted to fupport fuch mea- 
fures in Parliament as tend to fo de- 
firable an end; 

. Refolved, that our members be 
requefted to promote a diligent ex- 
amination into all the branches of 
the receipt, expenditure, and mode 
of keeping and pafling accounts of 
public money, in order to obtain 
the plan of reform requefted by the 
petitions of the people. 

The Committee is adjourned to 
the KingVHead, in Gloucefter, to 
the 18 th of April next, by eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon* when the 
gentlemen are earneftly requefted to 
attend on particular bufinefs, 

J. W A Jepson, Secretary. 

At the adjourned General Meet- 
ing for the cdurity of Gloucefter, 
held at the Boothall, in the city of 
Gloucefter, on Tuefday the 18th of 
April, 1780. 
Sir G. O. Paul, Bart, in the Chair. 

Wjiereas as a General Meeting 
held at the Boothall in this city, on 
the 25 th of January laft, a petition* 
addrefled to the Honourable the Houfe 
of Commons of Great-Britain was 
agreed to, and afterwards figned by 
a moft refpeftable body of the free- 

R r z holders 
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holders of this county, dating the 
dangerous and exhaufted ftatc of the 
kingdom, and complaining of the 
profufe expenditure cf public money, 
and that the Crown had thereby ac- 
quired a great and uncoalfitutional 
influence, which, if not checked, 
might prove dangerous to the liber- 
ties of the people ; and that as the 
petitioners conceived the care of the 
national purfe was by the Constitution 
entrufted to the cuftody of that Hon- 
ourable Houfe, they therefore prayed 
eifeclual and immediate redrefs of the 
abufes complained of, and that the. 
nroduce of the taxes might be turned 
From unneceflary and corrupt pur- 
. pofes, to the ufe of the ftate. 

And the faid petition having, in 
compliance with the requeft of this 
Meeting, been prefented to this Hon- 
ourable Houfe by the reprefentatives 
of this county, Sir William Guife, 
Bart, one of the reprefentatives, 
made his report of the proceedings 
of the Houfe of Commons upon the 
petitions, and ftated the votes of Par- 
liament upon the different queftioni 
agitated therein. , 

This meeting, therefore, coniider 
ing the great importance of the quef- 
tion* already carried in favour of their 
juft petitions, are defirpus to teftyiy 
* grateful fenie of the conduft of thole 
independent men* who have fo nobly 
flood forth in defence of the deareft 
interefts of their country, in full con- 
fidence, that perfeveringwith vigour 
in the fame laudable principle, they 
will not, by future inattention to the 
trull repofed in them, fruftrate the 
horns of a grateful people. 

Refolved unanimoully, That the 
thanks of this meeting be gives to 
John Dunning and Thomas Pitt, 
£fqrs. for the well-directed motions 
made by them in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, on the 6th day of April, efla- 
blifhing the juftice and propriety of 
our petition, and whereby the Houfe 
have given a pledge to the people of 
their intentions jp perfevere to a full 



correction of their giieAnofcs; and 
that the Chairman be requeued to 
communicate the fame. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of the meeting ba given to 
thofe worthy Members of the Houfe 
of Commons who have attended to 
the juft petitions of the people, truft- 
ing they will proceed with zeal, firm- 
nefs, and judgment, till all fuch re- 
formation is obtained as is confiilent 
with public liberty, and the^diftincl 
constitutional rights of each branch of 
the legislature, 

Refolved unanimoully, That the 
thanks of the Meeting be given to 
the Right Hon. Colonel Barre, Sir 
George Savile, Sir Philip Jennings 
Clerke, Baronets, Mr. Burke, and 
Mr. Crew, for the different motions 
made by them in favour of the re- 
queib of the petitions. 

Refolved uhanimoufly, That the 
proceedings of the Committee of Cor- 
refpondence, Since the laft meeting, 
be read : and the fame being read, 
are approved of by this meeting. 

Refolved unanimously, That the 
report of the Committee to this meet- 
ing be read, 

Refolved unanimoully, That this 
meeting doth moft heartily and una~ 
niraouuy join with the^ Committee 
in declaring their entire and zea- 
lous approbation of the legislature 
of this country, as placed in the freer 
and independent concurrence of King, 
Lords, and Commons, in preference 
to every other mode of civil govern- 
ment ; and anxioufly wifh its bleSEhg* 
may be continued to the lateft pof- 
terity in its conftitutional purity* But 
apprehending this form of legislation 
to be at orefenxjeffenfially vitiated by 
the treafure and offices of the com- 
munity being employed by the execu- 
tive to influence the legislative au- 
thority ; by the inequality of rtpve? , 
fentadon ; by the rnmoos expence of 
election, and by Septennial Parlia- 
ments. They, therefore, declare their 
concurrence in the following refblu- 

uoos 
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ticms ot the Committee, tending in 
the moll constitutional' manner to pro- 
mote the reform requested by the 
petitioners. 

^ I. That in order to eftabliSh na- 
tional ceconpmy on a folid bafis, all 
fuch bills Should be fupported in Par- 
liament, as tend to regulate the man- 
ner of making public contracts, the 
mode of keeping and •pafling public 
accounts, to reduce exorbitant emo- 
luments of office, finecure places, and 
unmerited pennons. 

II. That they cpnfider the equaliz- 
ing the reprefentation as indifpenfibly 
neceSTary towards restoring the Con- 
lfcitution to its original purity, and 
therefore do moft earnestly recommend 
to the immediate attention of the Le- 

. giflature, the taking the fame into 
consideration. 

III. That they conceive there ariSes 
great obstruction to the true fpirit of 
representation, in the ruinous ex- 
pence* ef elections, whereby men of 
old and refpectable families, of ap- 
proved principles and abilities, are 
Frequently deterred from offering their 
fervices, and (opulence becoming in- 
difpenSible) the reprefentation falls a 
prey to men without any other pre- 
tentions, to the ruin of the morals and 
induftry of the people, and to the fub- 
vertion of every juft motive for de- 
termining their choice : they there- 
fore recommend to the attention of 
the Legislature, the forming a law or 
laws for taking the fufrages of the. 
people in fuch mode as to prevent 
roth expence at elections, and the 
operation of undue influence therein. 

IV. That it is the opinion of thii 
meeting, that Shortening the duration 
f f Parliament will tend to its inde- 

: pendency* , 

- Refolved unanimoufly, That the 

Members for the county be requested 

te-promote all fuch bills as they con- 

. ieive will tend to the attainment of 

> Jthe apove^mentioned object. 

; ; i JRefolved unanimously, That thi^t 

, ' jnoeting* taking into consideration 



the refolutions of the Houfe of Com* 
nions in favour of the petitioners, and 
defirous of Shewing a confidence int 
the rejirefentatives of the people, 
JwSrpone entering into an aSTodation, 
in confidence that the prayers of the 
petitions will be fully granted. 

Refolved unanimously. That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
the gentlemen who compofed the 
Committee, for their attention in 
conducting and fupporting die peti- 
tion, and for their report made thit 
day, 

Refolved unanimously, That the 
Same gentlemen do continue a Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence, with pow- 
ers as before, and that they do meet 
this evening at the King's-Head, and 
adjourn themfelves from time to time 
as they Shall think fit. 

Refolved unanimously, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given txr 
thofe Members of both Houfes of 
Parliament, who (forefeeing and fore- 
warning their country of the confe- 
quences) have uniformly oppofed the 
coercion of America to unconditional 
fubmiSZion, and that they be entreated 
Xf> ufe their wifdom in accomplishing 

i'and not to defpair of effecting) s 
peedy re- union with that country, on 
beneficial, juft, and honourable terms* 
Aefolved unanimonSly, That this 
meeting fenfibly regret the rejection 
of the Contractors' Bill by theHouSfe 
of Lords en the 14th inSlant, as tend- 
ing to diiappoint the expectations of 
the petitioners ; and that the thanks 
of this meeting be given to the forty- 
one Lords who fupported the above 
bill, and thereby Shewed their atten- 
tion to the wifhes. of the people ex- 
preSTed in their petitions pp the Houfe 
of Commons, 

' ReSblved unanimously, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to Sir 
William Guife, Bart, for his attend- 
ance on this meeting, for his report 
made this day, and for his unremitted 
steal in promoting every object of the 
petitioners, and that they declare theit 

entire 
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entire approbation of. Jus parliamen- 
tary conduct on all queftions refpecV 
ing the nation in general, and .the* 
particular rights, and interefts of his 
conftituents. , . 

' Refolved unanimously, That the 
letter received by the Clfcirman from 
William Bromley Chefter, Efq. be 
now read. 

, Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to William Bromley , 
Oheiiet, Efq. • for his polite letter now - , 
read, and for feconding the motion 
made by Sir William Guife, for 
bringing up the petition, 
, . Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to Sir 
William Codrington, Bart. Charles 
Barrow, James Martin, and Win- 
cjiomb Henry Hartley, Efqrs, for 
their independent conduct in Parlia- 
ment, ana exertions in favour of the 
requelts of the people. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
Sir G. O. Paul, Bart, for his fteady, 
temoerate, and very proper conduct as 
Chairman, and for tne great fupport 
he has given to the petition of this 
county ; and that he be defired to 
continue Chairman of the General 
Meeting. 

That this meeting doth adjourn, 
fine die, fubjed to the call of the 
Committee, upon giving ten days 
notice in the Gloucefter Journal, 
and fome London evening paper or 
papers* 
c G. O.. Paul, Chairman. 



^ Huntingdon Committee* 

March 30, 1780. 
, Refolved, That the following gen- 
tlemen be added to this Committee: 
H-enry Pointer Stanly, Efq. Rev. 
Mr. Pery, Rev. Mr. Favell, Rev. 
Mr. Manning, Rev. Mr. Devie. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that the fulleft 
freedom of debate is effcntially ne T 
jteflary in Parliament for the dxfeu fi- 



fing the great and arduous affairs of 
tnefe kingdoms. 

" That the late attacks on the per- 
fons of the Honourable Charles Fojc 
and the Earl of^Shelburne; On pre-*- 
text of offence given 1 by words fpokea* 
in Parliament, in the freedom of de- 
bate, are highly reprehenfible, and 
deferve, the Indignation of every, 
friend of liberty ami true lover of 
his country- * 

■ That the moil fincere cowgatula- 
tions of this Committee be prefentecf 
to" the Earl of Shelburne' on his re- 
covery from the late wound he re-'' 
ceived in confeq uence of hi? fupport- 
ing with becoming fpirit the public 
caufe of his country. 

That the Chairman be directed, to 
write a letter to his Lordfhip, ac- 
quainting him with theTe refolutions/ 

Refolved, That the thanks of this- 
Committee be given : to thofe Mem- 
bers of Parliament who proved them- 
felves the fincere friends of their 
country, by their conftitirtional vote 
in the Houfe, on the 22d day of 
March, againlt granting any new* 
taxes before the grievances com- 
plained of in the petitions of the 
people of England had bern taken' 
into confideration. 

That the thanks of this Commit- 
tee be given to Dr. Jebb, George 
Thornhill, Efq. and the Rev. Mr. 
Sherrard, the Members deputed 
from the Committee, to the Generat 
Meeting of Deputies, for the dili- 

fent and able difcharge of "their' 
uty. 

That this Committee will unre- 
mittingly perfevere in fupport of the? 
petitions, and of fuch meafures'a* 
may tend to reduce the un con flit u- 
tional influence of the Crown. 
, That in order to forward fuch fa- 
lutary purpofes, it is the opinion of 
this Committee, that a general A{- 
fociation on legal and conilitutional 
grounds is neceffary. 

R* Bernard, Chairman. 

Jprfl 
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v • At a meeting ihe moft numerous * 
t ever- kufxwu 4^ r ihe, ; ppunty-l^all^at . 

* Huntingdon, the -fallowing Porm>f ^ 
. ..Afibciauon >was wunimoufly agreed ' 
. t£, and fub'fcriited by the nobility, * 

.jgen-tienjen, ..clergy," Yand freeholders 
there'prefent :_ , # .. ^ 

^ , ~ WtereasAe tr^eian^jqi^wfa^lures " 
>.pf .tta^^gdon^liaYebeeni^eatly .#-' 
i^juai/ned,^4W.,pricei)f Jandjfaftgfi ; 
"the, .national ^e^ t n^'been k e^or^o^ly " 
'^cxeafe/,. W~-tfc$V^b}}c; bjurtMns * 
. ^r^cy ( oufly augmented^ T>y th,e annual , 
. r imjpo££ipn ^0? .new'.apd \ additional t 
. -^xes : and-j'wliere^jt appears taps, " 
t .and it has been refelyel after mature 
[l ^e]Jbf ration l> y. : ffie, t Houfe of ' Com- 

Jinfcns, ,.^,TiUCthfc .influence of 1the 
. " 4 Cjipwn,(is ^acreafed, Increafing^ and 
"" .ought; ^ {% j/^in^^-j \ • . A nci 
whereas-Jn ^mes ^ Rational difficulty ' 

* and redrefs^jijftjXeclrefs of grievances 
(Can, only be e^eqed from a free and ' 

^ncorrupted. Parliament, and ,mea- 

* . fe res * ten^ing^iii ^ 'legal and peaceful 
. way,.,to reflote the freedom of Par- 

' r liament cannot be effectually fupport- : 

1 ed but by a general union of indepen- 
dent men throughout the kingdom. 

We^ whofe names are underwritten, - 
confidering that nothing c^n more 'di- 
rectly tend to alleviate the, public bur- 
thens, and to reltOrp the freedom of 
Parliament, than'an ^economical re- ; 

-, .ibjcm in, the exjpendiuireof public mo- ; 

- r ney ;. an4 feeing further convinced 

fc that freqRent.e'jefiionB^re agreeable to 

the.fpirk of the Cbhftitu'tion^ and the 

_ pbefE fecurity which the people can have 
for the integrity of their reprefenta- 

-...tires* *,-. _ ' . 

'{ t An<T confidering alfo, that the re- 

prefentation of the people in parlia- 

,,$nent-is apportionea without anjPre- 

' g^ r f^ t0 numbers, or property, ijfo- 

_. much that decaye4 and indigent bo- 
roughs, retiirn ( as many members as 
the largeft arid moil opulent counties, 

. whence fupport may be obtained J for* : 

tRe ineafures of any Adrniniftration, 

, though contrary to the general* fdnfe' 

* ' pf £he nation, 
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* . * .. * 

We. do declare our a/Tent, 

lit, To the economical reformfjtt- 
(Juefted by the petitions of the peopte, 
as the moft adequate means to reduce 
that influence of the Crown, which 
the Houfe of Commons have declared 
has encreafed, is encrealirig, and bught 
to be diminilheci. . '-' 

2d, To the ftiortening the' durafSm 
<5r* Parliaments. " ' '-j 

- t 3d, To the ^ro^bfltionfor obtato- 
,ing a more equal reprefentation of the 

■p&pIeV' •*■ c '..;/v. -*" "V "~ 

An,d in orcter. more effeftually' , to 
promqte'Jhat reformation; "whith we 
*donceive~ eltentiatfo the 'public wfel- 
jfare^we do refolve; jointly and 1 - feve- 
Tafly, T6"fupportthefe neceJffary regu T 
la^oiis tpjthe utmolToT f 6uj;powe^ by 
eVeiy meafu re. whidilm^y fee perfectly 
agfeekbje to'laWand the Conftitution. 

After which', the' * fol^rwlng' refbtu- 
tions wer6 move'd, : ah'd .'unahimbufly 
agreed tcu' vii." r f . , * 

Refolveld, : TKat' the Comniittee'of 
Correfpondente be appmrited a Coin- 
mittee of' ; AiTQciatibn, , ;ahd'be impoW- 
ered to add to their nomber, and to 
fend Deputies to irfeet the Deputies 
from the other AfTociations'r^.and ~*to 
take all fuch legal and conlHtutional 
iheafiirtfs as to the Committee 'lhall 
appear moft expedient for prom6ting 
the objects of this Afibciation. . 

Relolved, That it is the. opinion of 
this meeting, that -the profecution.of 
the war in America, is moft evidently 
a meafure which, by employing our 
great and enormoufly expensive mili- 
tary operations againft the inhabitants 
of that country, prevents this from 
exerting its united, vigorous, ahd 
firm efforts againft the powers of 
France and Spain, having -no other 
effect upon America than to continue, 
and thereby to encreafe the enmity 
which has fo long and Co fatally fub- 
fjfted betwixt the arms of both, and 
can be productive of no good what- 
ever, but by preventing conciliation, 
threatens the accomplimmerit of the 
final tuin of the Brhtm : Empire.-' 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting 
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meeting be given^o the 233 Members 
jpr their refolutions in theHoufeof 
" Commons on the 6th day of April. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
mee.tin^.tc given to the Peers who 
honoured the meeting by their attenci- 
, ance and fupport. 

Refolved, That tlje thanks of this 
, meeting be given to Earl Ludlow, the 
"independent and coniHtutionai Re- 
presentative of this county. 
" ". Refolved, TH« the thanks of this ; 

meeting be given to the Chairman, 
r ,an4 to the;Committee> v 

Refojved, That this meeting be 
adjourned, fubjeft to a call by (he 
* Committee of Afibciation. 

Rob. Bh*j*ard» Chairman. 

D E R S...Y, Aforcb%o t 1780. 
'At a meeting of the Nooility, 
Gentlemen, Qlergy, and Freehold- 
, ers, called by Nigel Boyer Grefley, 
Efo. Sheriff of the county of Derby, . 
and held this day at the County 
Hall, the following petition to Par- 
liament was produced and read : 

71 the ' Honourable the Commons 
ef Gnat-Britain, in Parliament af- 
, Jembled* 

; The bmmble petition of the Gen tit men t 
Clergy, and Freeholder* of the 
County of Derby, 

Sheweth, 
That the many burthens which 
yQur petitioners, and the kingdom in 

{general, now labour under, would be 
efs grievous, were they not attend* 

. jed with the mortifying refleftion, 
that the grants of 'Parliament am 
Jhamefully mifapplied, and have been 
enormoufly increafed by extravagant 
t and unmerited penfions, finecures, 
and ineJKcient places ; which ferve 
to no purpofe, but to leiTen the re* 
fptd and independence of Parlia* 
ment, and to deprive Qovernment. 
in a considerable degree, of the 

. powers of carrying on the war again§ 
our natural enemies with the necef* 
Jawvigour. 
The <Ucreale of far commerce, 



the fall of rents, the diftrefs of our 
manufa&urers, art evils which every 
individual muft feel, who is not loft 
to all fenfe of his, own fituation, and 
to all feeling of the common cala- 
mity; and thofe erils, we appre- 
hend, can only be remedied by a 
careful attention to the management 
of the public treafure. 

Your petitioners therefore appeal* 
!ng to the jufHce of this Honourable 
Houfe, do mod earneftly requeft 
(both for the relief of the fubjedt 
and the fecurity of the confutation) 
that effedual meafures may be 
taken, that the fupplies granted by 
Parliament may t>e faithfully ap- 
plied to the national advantage ; 
and to fuch purpofes only for which 
they were granted ; that fuch regu- 
lations may take place as mall bring 
the public expenditure, and all un* 
reafonable contraOs, to a fpeedy and 
ilrift account ; and that an effectual 
plan may be adopted for the reduc- 
tion of all exorbitant emolument), 
and the abolition of all fmectre 
places, and unmerited penfions j 
that the prefent and all future Mini- 
Iters may by fuch means be deprived 
of the power of improper influence, 
fatally dr trimental to the interefb of 
the people. 

And your petitioners fhall ever 
pray, &c. 

And the above petition having 
been twice read in different parts of 
the Countyjtol, in order that every 
freeholder might hear and under- 
stand what was offered to his confe- 
deration, it was 

U Refolved, That the petition 
now read is unanimously approved 
of by this meeting, 

2. Refolved alfo unanimouily, 
That the Right Hon, L.ord George 
CavendUh, and the Hon. Mr. Cur* 
aon, Reprcfentativesof this county, 
be drfred to prefent the petition. 

3. Refolved unanimously, That 
it be recommended by this meeting 
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to every freeholder of this county, 
who is a friend to that conftitution 
eftablifhed by the care and prudence 
of his 'anceftors to fubferibe this 
petition." 1 

4. Refolved unanimoufly, That 

"the thanks of this meeting be given 
"to the Sheriff, for his readinefs in 
complying with the requisition made 
to him. 

5f . : Refolved unanimoufly, ♦hat ' 

♦ the than les of this meeting be given 
to his Grace the Duke of Devon- 
ihire, and to Earl Ferrers for ho- 
nouring this meeting with their pre- 
fence and countenance.. 

6. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Right Hon. Lord Richard 
Cavendim, the Right Hon. Lord 
George Henry Cavendifh, the Right 
Hon. Lord George Cavendifh, the 
JRight Hon. Lord Frederick Caven- 
difh, the Right Hon. Lord John 
Cavendiih, and Daniel Parker Coke, 

^j£fq. for their attendance at this 
iheeting, and for their fupport of 
ifhe great object of this petition in 
Parliament. 

7. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of this meeting be given 
to his Grace the Duke of Rutland, 
his Grace the Duke of Portland, the 
Right Hon. Lord de Ferrars, Sir 
Robert Burdet, Bart. Edward Sache*- 
verel Pole, Efq. Hugo Meynell, 
Efq. and Thomas Thoroton, Efq. 
for fignifyittg-fby letter or otherwife) 
their approbation of (his meeting. 

8. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of this meeting be given 
to F. : N; C. Mundy, Efq. for his 
attention to the wifhes and defires 
of the^rreeholders of this county in 
promoting this meeting. 

9. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the gentlemen who made the re- 
quifition to the Sheriff. 

10. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the prdceedings of this day be pub- 
Hfhed in both' the Derby Journals, 
Utiud in fuch other public papers as 

Vol. IX. 



the Chairman /hall think proper, 
authenticated under his hand. 

11. A motion was t^en made, 
That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to thofe Members of the 
Houfe of Commons, who have 
hitherto fupported Mr. Burke's bill ; 
which motion was carried by a great 
majority* 

(Signed) Nigel B. Gresley. 

C £ MB R I D O E. 

At a meeting of the Committee 
of the county of Cambridge, held 
at the Rofe Tavern in Cambridge/ 
on Saturday the firft day of April, 
1780, the following refolutions were 
unanimoufly agreed to. 

aft. Refolved, That the Form of 
AfTociatiori agreed to by the Com- 
mittee of the county of York, and 
adopted at the general meeting of 
the faid county, held the 28th of 
March Iaft, and communicated to 
the Chairman of this meeting by 
the Clerk of the faid Committee, be 
taken into confideration at the ad- 
journed meeting of this Committee, 
on Fri4ay next at twelve o'clock in. 
the forenoon, 

^ 2d. Refolved, That it-is the opi- 
nion of this Committee, that peri- - 
tions to Parliament are the ancient 
and undoubted right of the ' people 
of England. That avery method 
taken to reprefent the prefent peace- 
able and conftitutional petitions of 
the people, as originating in difaf- 
fe&ion to the Conftitution, or tend- 
ing to promote difTention in the 
State, is a daring violation of that 
right and an unmerited calumny on 
the intentions of thofe who have 
fupported them# 

3d. Refolved, That the thanks, 
of this Committee be given to thofe . 
Members of the Houfe of Commons 
who voted in fupport of Sir George 
Savile's motion for the producing 
of the penfion lift* and afainft the 
amendment made by Lord North, 
which tended to defeat the iame. 

4th. Refolved, That the thanks 

S f of 
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of this Commktee be given to thofe 
Members of the Houfc of Com., 
who voted in fupr^rt aF th$it el 
bl Mr. S-ift- ■ the ibdSm 

Qj the Board of Trade, 

ggh. Refol^d, That the particu- 
lar, thanks dF this Committee he 
given tp thofe Members of the 
Houfeof Commons who fupported 
that cJaufe in Mr, Burke's bill which 
tended to aboli/h the Trcafurer of 
the Chamber, the Board of Green 
Cloth, *c. &c. as this Committee 
dothp upon ihe mo# mature delibe- 
ration, reprobate the idea that Par- 
Iiameot Lath, no conilitiiuari&l an 



^ -— -^ --"■■'-+' «wvr»! AA till- 

thorny to regulate in any cai's what- 
ever the expenditure of the Civil 
itift, 



6th. Refolved, That the Chair* 
man of tjm Committee be requeued 
to exprefs to th* Right Hon, the 
5,ar! oi Shcjburne rhc great concern 
winch this Committee felt at the 
danger to whkh a life & valuable 
as ins Lordflup's has lately been ex- 
pofed, m conietjuenee of his manly 
fuppurt of the rjgfca of the people 
in Parliament, againft the undue 
influence of the Crown and the ex- 
travagant profuiion of the public 
inpaey. 

JK* Refolved, That the thanks 
ol this -Committee be given 'to Sir 
George Saviie, Eomund Burke, Efq. 
the Right Hon, Ifaac Barre, Efo\ 
Six PJiilip Jennings Gierke, Tata 
l?mimng, and John Crewe, EW 
for the feveral motions made, and 
t&e bills brought into Parliament by 
t^cm this Seillon, ' 

/ 8 th. Refolded, That the follow- 
ing Gentlemen be added to this 
Committee, via, 

John Radcliife, Efo. Nicholfon 
Calvert, Efq..J ti } in Gilford, ftft, 

Rutland, Chairman. 

a i ■ 

At a meeting of the Gentry 

VKW, and freeholders of the 
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county of Cambridge, held Jbv.a^ 
I^rnmewt at the Shire H:dl h C*m 7 * 

f™ LliC !O t h J4V Of 

April, 17110, the Chairmn-i $ 
Committee delivered to the Chi - 
man of the Meeting the following 
paper, which was twice read ; 

Whereas the Committee appointed 
at the iaH county meeting for ciFeo 
tuallv promoting the object of the 
petition to Parliament Laen agreed 
to, and for preparing 3 plan ofahV 
uaion on fe?al and conjlumicmal 
grounds, to fup^ort that Lindabfe 
reiorm, #nd fucn cither meifurcj as 
may- conduce to reftore the freedom 
of Pari tame in, have received ad th 
tic information that the general alle- 
gation of the fofd petition, and of 
many other petitions* from various 
counties, cities, and oorough*, re- 
fpe&ing the influence of the accu- 
tuc power over the rep re fen tad ves 
of die people, hath been taften into 
consideration, and admitted bv the 
Honourable the Commons of 6reat 
Britain in Parliament aflerabkd, a* 
juft and well founded: And whereas 
the faid Commons have refojved, 
that the increafed and increasing in- 
fluence of the Crown (or in words to 
thate^ea) ought to be dimimfhed. 

And whereas this very important 
reJolution of the faid Common*, 
was followed by other refolutions * 
tending to a laudable reform jn the 
expenditure of public money, and to 
eftabiim the independence of Parlia- 
inent on the moll Ming founda- 
tions; the Committee taking, theft 
and other cireumftances into 'their 
moil ferious confiderarion, znd being 
dciiroui of (hewing al! proper refpedt 
to the deliberations, and of placing 
a due reliance on the difcretion and 
integrity of the reprefentatives of th* 
people, do for thefe reafons detlxne t 
for the prefent, propofing any plan! 
of affociation, finccnely trailing- that 
the Henfe of Commons having made 
fo noble a beginning, will be ani- 
mated with a zeal to perfevcre, in 
1 defer 
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^eferving the JrigRcflfconffdence, andr 
the warmetf rhaftks of their condi- 
ments and fellow-ftibje.fb. The 
Committee are thorough!? renfibfe 
that, from the vicrtfiTudes. incident 
to aH human eflaHrfhments, the* 
civil conftitution of tliis country hath 
ftrfrered, in the ccrurie oflcfs than a 
Cetttury, fome change, and that if 
doth at prefent ftand in need of fojne 
rerbnri,; but whether th3t reform 
Aiay be "befl! accompiifhed by recur- 
ring to- tricnniaf parliaments, by. 
disfranchifing the tefler boroughs, 
byincreaflsng die number of the 
knights of the ihires, by regulating 
the expenditure of the public nro- 
xtev, or by other means, they do 
no.t at prefent think proper to cfe- 
dhrt their opinion, being per fuaded 
that, the Commons of Great Britain 
in ParKament affembied, having fig- 
trified their inclination to make* a 
reform-, do not ftand m need of 
being inftru&e.d in jthe way ofcfafrg 
it. The Co^rmittee being actuated 
by the naofl unfeigned regard for the 
Conftrtntiou of their country, feel a 
fatisfaftton which cannot be ex- 
preyed in hoping that tile reprefen- 
tatives of the people, called upon as 
t)wy are t by the voice of* the people, 
wiy unite in healing our internal 
cRvffions, by confirming our confi- 
dence in their integrity ; will con- - 
fft ire &$ Yeaioufly in protecting the 
prerogative of the Crown from all 
attempts to fefTen it, as in protecting 
the feprefentation of* the people, 
from ;hat corrupting inffuemce which 
forebodes the ruin of the Conrfitu- 
tion, and which they in their wifdom 
have already folemnly refolved ought 
*d be diminilhed. 

A motion being then made, *and 
the queflion put, .that an ailbciation 
be for the prefent deferred, it was, 
unanimoufly refolved in the affirma- 
tive. After which 

A motion being made and tl;e 
queftion put, it was 
Refolved Aanimoufly, That (he 



fincersJt thanks of this * O^rreraP 
Meeting of thecbuntv of Carhbri^* 
begrraj to th,e 2(3 3 Members o(me 
Hotift of Commons, wftcrcompofed 
the majority on the three! folfowfifg 
r^ToluUbns of that Houfe on the $fr 

iflffant. ' '' : 

rfr, That it is rieteflary to de- 
clare, thatthefnnVrtceoftheCrowrr 
Has encreafed, is encreaiing, ah^ 
ought to be dfmijufhed. 

.2d, That it is competent to the* 
Houfe of Commons taeatmine into, 
and to corredt the abufes in the ex> - 
penditure of the c!v2 lift revenue, 
whenever ft fhail feem expedient to 
the wifdom of this Hduferfcnodo. * 
, 3d, That it h the duty of tjie 
Houfe oj" Commons to provide, as 
far as may be, an immediate arM 
e'Ufectuaf redreft of Ae abufrs cpm- 
plained of in the petitions prefented 
from the different counties, cftfcs, 
and towns of this kingdom. 

Refolved unanimoi^Iv, That it h : 
the opyiton of this meeaug, that tfi£ 
profecutihn of an offensive war in 
America, is jnoft evidently a meafttre 
which, by employing o^r great an<J 
enormouixy expenfive military Ope- 
rations againft the inhabitants of that 
country, prevents this from exerting 
its unite* vigorous and firm •ffiprts 
agairirt the powers of draftee ind 
Spain, and has no other eff&& upon ' 
America tjian to continue, a^d 
thereby to Increase the enmity which 
has fo long and fo fatajfry fubMed 
betwixt the arms of botn, Can be 
productive of no good whatever; but* 
by preventiocf conciliapon, threatens 
the accompjuhirie'nt 6f the $nal- ruin 
of the B^tifh empire* 

Refolved ttnanimqufly, That the 
thanks of this Infecting be given 1 6 
thofe worthy nae^nbers pf both tfou&s 
of Parliament, who, fore&eing arijl v 
forewarning their ' country of t^c 
cqnfequences, have unffifxdty 6p- 
pdfed the coercipn of America;; and 
that they %& entreated' *t> ufe fhitfr 
wifdom fn acco^jplifl^g, an4' npfc 

S f z' w ~ : " eflfen 
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•ven yet to defpair of effc£Ung a re- 
union with that country, on bene 
ficial, juft, and honourable terms, 

.Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
Meeting be adjourned, fine die, 
fubject to the call of the Committee ; 
and that the Committee be ad- 
journed, Jim die, fubject to the call 
of the Chairman of the Committee. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Meeting be given to 
Lord Puncannon, Chairman. 

After whjch, the Meeting was ad- 
journed by the Chairman ,fint die. 
Duncannon, Chairman. 

Guildhall, London, Monday the %d of 
April, 1780. 

Committee of Common Council 
for correfponding with the Commit- 
tees appointed oj[tobe appointed by 
the feveral counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That this Committee 
doth approve and adopt the follow- 
ing plan of aflftfciation of the county. 
of York, held on the 28th of March 
laft, to be by this Committee pro- 
pofed to the Court of Common, 
Council : R 1 x. 

[Plan of JJJhciation the Jam* at 
that of York.] 

KtNNETT, Mayor, 
A Common Council holden in the 

Chamber of the Guildhall of the 

City of London, on Friday the 7th . 

day of April, 1780. 

Notice having been taken By a 
Member of this Court of the danger 
the life of the Earl of Shelbnrne had 
beea expofed to, in conftquence of 
his upright and (pirited conduct in 
Parliament, the following letter was 
unanimoufly agreed 00 ; 

My Lord, , K 

The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council of the city of 
London, take the earlieft opportu- 
nity of their meeting to congratulate 
-your Lordfliip on your recovery. 

"This city feels a peculiar degree 
of gratitude and a$gc~tion to your 



Lordfliip, on account of the conilant 
aiMance which you have afforded 
her, whenever the property or privi- 
leges of this Corporation have been 
attacked, or her motives mifrepre- 
fented ; but in the prefent compli- 
ment fhe only joins with the public 
in expreffing anxiety for the prefer-* 
vation of a moil valuable life, en- 
dangered in confequence of a par- 
liamentary exertion of public virtue. 

The noble and manly proof which 
your Lordfliip has given, in your 
letter to the county of Wilts, of your 
decided concurrence in xh% undoubt- 
ed right of the people to fliorten 
Parliaments, and the neceflity of a 
more equal reprefentation, cannot 
but increafe our regard, efteem, and 
confidence ; and your Lordfliip, in 
your further profecution of thofo 
great conftitutional objects, may de- 
pend on the mod firm and deter- 
mined fupport from the city of 
London. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Court be given to 
John Dunning, Efq. for having 
moved, in a Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons, on Thurfday the 6th 
inftant, " That the influence of the 
Crown has increafed, is increaiing* 
and ought to be diminiflied." 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
'thanks of this Court be given t» 
Thomas Pitt, , Efq. for having moved, 
in a Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, on Thurfday the 6th 
inftant, " That it is the duty of 
this Houfe to provide, as far as may 
be, an immediate and effectual re- 
drefs of the abufes complained of in 
the petitions prefented to this Houfe 
from the counties, cities, and towns 
in this kingdom." 

KENNETf, Mayor. * 

A Common Council holden in the 

Chamber of the Guildhall of the 

, City of London, on Thurfday the 

1 3 th day of April, 1 7 80. 

Mr. Remembrance^ acquainted 

this Court, that he had waited on the 

Earl 
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Earl of Shelburne with* a letter agreed 
to on the 7 th inibut, and on John 
Dunning, Efq. and Thomas Pitt, 
fefq. with the thanks of this Court, 
agreed to the fame day ; that he had 
jmce received their anfwers, which he 
laid before the Court, and the fame 
were feverally read as follow ; 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 

I efteem myfelf highly honoured by 
the diftin&ion conferred upon me by 
your letter of the 7 th inftant. The 
line of my life has been always dc- 
voted to the public. The fupport of 
the City of London is the moil hon- 
ourable incentive I am capable of 
feeling, as well as the ftrongeft pre- 
fervative again ft defpondency. 

The propofals for ihortening the 
Juration of Parliaments, and towards 
equalizing the reprefentation, now 
before the public, will certainly meet 
my zealous concurrence, whenever 
they fhall appear to be the public 
fenfe. My principles do not lead me 
to influence the political opinion of 
any man or body of men ; but I 
have confidered it as an indifpenfible 
dnty to omit no oocafion of declar- 
ing my own in the moil explicit man- 
ner at this juncture. 

My opinion of the right of the peo- 
ple is unalterable. I am farther con- 
vinced of the prefent expediency of 
both propofals. The obftinate and 
artful opposition of Miniftry to every 
fubftantial. proportion, who perfiil 
in devoting means entrufled for very 
oppolite purpofes, to this pernicious 
one, has occafioned £uch flu&uatiwg 
divisions, as preclude any fyftem, or 
the hope of ^ny plan of fubftantiai 
reform being carried into fair execu- 
tion, fome interpofition is therefore 
neceiTary ; and as it is univerfally 
acknowledged that the approaching 
election has. a confiderably influence 
on the members who now fupport 
the petitions of the people, and as 
the county members are understood 
to have voted, for the mod part, uni- 
formly on tfce fame fide, nothing ap- 
J>eaj4 to my mind fo natural or fo 



reasonable as to follow where th<Xe 
principles lead, by defiring that Par- 
liaments may be (hortened, an equi- 
table addition or fubftitution be 
made of county members, which may 
be appointed to be chofen bydiftri&s p 
or in fome other mode, to render all 
undue influence nugatory* And ic 
mult be highly fatisfactory to every 
lover of quiet, as well as of the Con- 
ftitution, to reflect that fo wife has 
been the original framer of our go- 
vernment, as to furniifc from within 
itfelf thefe principles, by recurring 
to which every fundamental may be 
Secured without rifquing any no- 
velty whatever, and a free Parlia- 
ment obtained, through whole me- 
dium alone we can recover our 
weight in Europe, avert frefh calama- 
ties from abroad, «md without fur- 
ther delay fix on fome adequate 
plan for reiioring union through- 
out our diftra&ed empire, as far as 
pail infatuation will admit. 

I earneftly pray, tnat Godmaydif. 
pofe the minds of every part of the 
Conftitut : on fpeedily to acquiefoe un- 
der the public fenfe, and beg leave to 
aflure you, that I have the honour to 
be, with the highell confederation and 
refpecl, 

My Lord and Gentlemen* 
your obliged and faithful 
humble fervant, 

Shslburne* 
$btlbume~boufe 9 April \z 9 1780. 
To the Iftrd Mayer* Aldermtm^ aad 
Common Council of the City of Lon- 
don, 

SlR f/ 
I am 10' deiire the favour of you to +. 
convey to the *^ourt of Couimua 
Councirmy acknowledgment of the 
honour they : have done me by their 
unanimous refolution, importing their 
thanks to 'me for having moved ia 
a Committee of the Houfc of Com- 
mons, *' that the influence of the 
Crown has increafed, is increafing, 
and ought to be dimioiihed." Be 
fo good as; to aflure them of the 
jufl lenfe I ' ibteruin of die value 

of 
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•f thefr approbation of any part of 
my public conduit; and upon the 
present occafion, to congratulate 
litem in my name on the fuccefs of 
the motion, by which the Houfe 
> of Commons ought to confider it* 
felf as pledged to follow the prin- 
ciple they have eftablifhed to its 
proper conclufions, % I am, Sir. 
• Your very humble fervant, 

Jlprti ii, 1780. J 

To the Remembrancer of the Chj «f 
London* 

I am very forry I was abferrt from 
home when yoa gave yourfelf the 
trooble of calling upon me thi* 
morning, to communicate to me the 
refolarion which paffed in the Guild* 
hall, on the 7th inftant, relative to 
the propefuion, I thought it my duty 
to move in the Houfe of Commons 
on the preceding day. 

I beg you- will exprefs the high 
fenfe 1 entertain of r the honour done 
me, in fo flattering a teftimony, from 
the Lord Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil of the City of London. The weak 
exertions of an unconnected indivi- 
dual ,are greatly overpaid m having 
Attracted the attention and approba- 
tion of fo refpe&able a body, 

I am, with great regard, Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
OxforJ-Stree, T p 

April, 10, 1780. 

To Peter Robert s> Efq. Remembrancer 
of the City of Lena on. 

Ordered, that the faid letter to the 
Earl of Shelburne, and his Lordfhip's 
^nfwer ; and the thanks to John 
Dunning and Thomas Pitt, Efqrs. 
with their anfwers, be printed in the 
public papers. Rix*. 

RENNET, Mayor, 
A Common Council holden in the 

Chamber of the Guildhall of the 

City of London, on Thurfday, the 

1 3th day of April, 1 780. 

The Committee appointed by this 
Court, the xctbt of Fehruary Lil # 10 



correfpond with the Committees ap- 
pointed, or to be appointed, by thel 
iereral eounties, cities-, and boroughs, 
in this kingdom, did this day deliver 
into this Court a report fn writing,, 
ander their hands, with a Form of Af- 
fectation annexed, which were read 
in thefe words: 

To the Right Hon the Lord Maypr, 
Aldermen and Commons of the 
City of London, iri Common Coun- 
cil affembled. 

We wbofe names are fubfcribed 
your Committee, appointed by this 
Honourable Court, the 1 oth of Fe- 
bruary laft, to correfpond with the 
Committees appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed, by the feveral counties, ci- 
ties, and boroughs in this kingdom, 
do certify; that having received ar 
letter from Mr. WHIiam Gray, jun. 
clerk to the York Committee, incfof- 
ing a Form of Affodarion, agreed tc* 
by the faid Committee, the z8th of 
March laft, to be recommended tcr 
the generatl meeting of the County oP 
York: Your Committee have taken" 
fuch Plan of Affbciation into conside- 
ration, and having made feme alte- 
rations therein do approve and adopt 
the fame as altered, which pfan they 
have hereunto annexed ; and your 
faii Committee beg leave to recom- 
mend the fame to this Honourable 
Court, as the moft proper and eligi- 
ble plan that can be laid down for 
the purpofe therein intended j and 
further, your Committee are of opi- 
nion that copies thereof mould be cir- 
culated throughout the kingdom; and 
that the citizens of Loftdori in parti-' 
cular be invited to (wbferibe their 
names to fuch plan, which fhould be 
left at fome convenient place or 
places for that purpofe. 

And your Committee further beg 
leave to recommend to this Honoura- 
ble Court a refolution which they 
have lately come to, " That it is the 
opinion of this Committee, that an* 
nual Parliaments, or more often if 
need be, are the unalienable right of 

the 
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the -people, of E^grau^ aadought to 
be obtained in preference to, any 
Ipnger period :" All which we fub- 
mit to this Honourable Court, this 
iuh day of April, i?8cu 
William baxby ' Brak Crofhy 
John Wither* . Jan>esTownfend 
Jofiiih Donford Joha Sawbrid^e 
G. Bod ley . .J. Kirkman 

William Hurford N. Forfter, 

Refcjved.. unanimously, That this 
Court doih agree with the Committee 
in their faid report, and. approve and 
adopt the Form qr Aflbciation therein 
xecpm mended. . 

,kefolved unanimoufly, That the 
Town-clerk do fubferibe the faid Form 
o/ A nidation, for and in -the name of t 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the City of London> in 
Common Council^flemtdfld. , 

Refolved unanimoufly, Tha$ t 4he> 
faid Form of Allocation be recom- 
mended to the citizens-of the City of, 
London, as a. proper and neceflary* 
plan for them to fubfeibe and eater 
,inio, for effecting the falutary pur 
pofes mentioned in fuch aflbciatiun- 
and'that it be lefx at the Town-clerk's 
office, to give the faid citizens an op- 
portunity of Agnhijg the fame. 

Refolved uaanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Court be given to thofe 
worthy members of both Houfes of 
Parliament, who forefeeing and fore- 
warning their country of the confe- 
quences, have uniformly eppofed the 
coercion of America, and that they be 
in treated to ufe their wifdoro in ac- 
complishing, and not even yet to de- 
fpair of eiFecling^a re-union with that 
country, on ben$iicial^ juft, and ho- 
nourable terms. 

A Member prefented to this Court ' 
an extract of a letter from the labs 
Earl of Chatham, -to the late Earl of 
'people, dated April yj f 1774, which 
was read, and oriiered to be entered 
in the Journal of thuCoutt, as fol- 
low : 

<" Allow a fpeculator, in a great 



chair, to add, that a plan for mow 

equal rtfrgfiniation, by additional 
Kuigbts of tbt Shirs, {ecms highly, 
feafonable ; and to ihorten the dura* 
Hon of 'Parliaments not lets ft). If 
your Lordfhip (hould approve, could 
Lord Lyttel ton's qaution he brought 
to talk thofe ideas, we mould take 
pofleflion of ftrong ground, let who 
will decline to follow us. One line 
of men, I am allured, will zealouily 
fupport, and a refpe&abie weight* 
of law.— Si quid mvijii rtMui iftU 
candidus hnptrti" 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Committee appointed the joth of 
February laft, for cqrrefponding with 
the Committees appointed or to be 
appointed by the feveral counties, ci- 
ties, and boroughs in the icingebm, 
be continued as a Committee of Af- 
fociauon, to carry on the neceflary 
correspondence, and promote, by 
every legal means, the objects of 
fuch Aflociation. 

Ordered, That all the foregoing 
proceedings he &gned by the Town- 
clerk, and publifhed in the public 
papers, Rix. 



Star end Gtrttr T*virm t PallMaff, 
Lovdon, April 4, 17*0. 

The Committee met this day pur* 
fuant to tjie call of she Chairman and 
two other members, agreeable to the 
resolution of the laft meeting. 

Refolved, That the Hon. John 
Montagu and Henry Lovibond Col- 
lins, Efqj be added to this Commit- 
tee. I 

Refolved unanimously, That t^e 
Chairman of thtfi Committee be de- 
fired to acquaint the Earl of Shel- 
burne of the high fenfe which $his 
Committee entertains of the v^ry 
manly fupport tljat his tordmip ha* 
given in Parliament to the caufe of 
the people upon all oxrafioos, and 
particularly in this fefljou of pari ja, 
ment; to eyepref* to hi* Wd&ip the 
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jreat concern that this Committee 
Ibave lately felt at the danger to 
which fo valuable a Kfe has bctn ex- 
posed, in confequence of the very 
fiarited and faithful difchargc of his 
doty as a Peer of Parliament, and the 
fetisfa&ion which they now feel in 
the profpeft of his Lordfhip being 
preferved to his country in this inw 
pottaat crifis of public affairs. 

Received the report of the Depu- 
ties. appointed by this Committee to 
confer with Deputies of other Com- 
mittee* of different petitioning coun- 
ties, cities, and towns : and received 
atffo the plan of affbeiation which was 
waanimoafly refolved by the laft Ge- 
neral Meeting of the county of York* 
Jtefolved to poilpdne the confidera- 
toon of thole obje6h to Saturday next 
the 8th day of this month* 

Refolved, That this Committee do 
adjourn to meet at this place on Sa- 
turday next, at eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon ; and that all the members 
iof this Committee be earneftiy re- 
cpeiled to attend on that day. 

John SearIe^ Chairman* 

DEVONSHIRE. 

Caftlff Exeter, April 4, 1780. 

At a Meeting ef the Committee, 
this day held, according to the refo- 
Satkws of the County Meeting of the 
sSth of January laft, they came to 
the following refclutions r 

That Sir John Pole, Sir Frederick 
Lemon Rogers, and Sir Jacob Wolfe, 
Bam* be, at their own requeir, 
withdrawn from this Committee. 

That the Right Hon, Lord Vif- 
cttmt Con r ten ay, the Right Hon. 
Lord Fortefcue, Sir George Yonge, 
Bart. Sir William Molefworth, Bart. 
Robert Palke, Efq, John Dunning, 
Efq. Richard Hippifley Coxe, Efq. 
Edward Pearce, Efq. Richard Hall 
Clarke, Efq. Mr. Edward Manley, 
Mr. Thomas Huckell Lee, John Bul- 
teel,Efq. Richard Pering, Efq. John 
Lethbridge, Efq. and Charles Web- 
fttr, Efq. to be added to the Com- 



mittee, and that feven of the ConW 
mittee mall form a quorum, and that 
their afts (hall be confidered as the 
a6h of the Committee, and that they 
mail be im powered to add to their 
number, and to adjourn from time to 
time, as they mall feeoccafion for fo 
doing, and to correfpond with the 
Commrtteetof other counties or cities, 
as occafion mail require. 

That the Right Honourable Lord 
Vifcount Courtenay be appointed 
Chairman of the Committee. 

That obtaining a Jaw for taking 
the fufFrages of the people* in fach a 
mode as to prevent both expence in 
elections, and the operations of un- 
due influence therein, is neceflary to- 
wards fccuring the freedom of Parlia- 
ment. 

That it is proper, that a diligent 
Examination mould be made into all 
the branches of the* receipt, expendi- 
ture, and mode of keeping and paf- 
fing accounts of public money, fn 
order to obtain the plan of reform, 
requeued by the petitions Of the peo- 
ple. 

That we think it expedient, that 
there be fent to the Houfe of Com- 
m<?ns, in addition to the prefent re- 
presentatives of counties, a number 
of Members, not lefs than one hun- 
dred, to be chofen in a due propor- 
tion, by the feveral counties of the 
kingdom of Great Britain. 

That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to Edmund Burke, Efq. for 
the very falutary and meritorious 
plan, fubmitted by him to the-Houfc 
of Commons, on the eleventh of Fe- 
bruary laft. 

That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Members of both 
Houfes of Parliament, who have 
moved and given their concurrfnee 
and fupport to the motions made and 
bills brought in to prevent the profufe 
expenditure of public money, and to 
reduce the undue influence of the 
Crown. 
That this Meeting do prefent their 
congratulation* 
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congratulations to the Earl of Shel- 
Y>urne, on his recovery ; and to ex- 
prefs the great concern which they 
have jfelx for the danger to which he 
has been lately expofed, in confe- 
rence of his upright and fpirited 
conduct in Parliament. 

- That it be recommended to fuch 
Gentlemen of this County, who are 
Members of the Houfe of Commons, 
that they do give the iAofl diligent 
attendance to their duty in Parlia- 
ment, upon the important bufinefs 
now depending, and particularly to 
the feveral bills moved by Mr. Burke 
for a public reform ; to the bill 
moved by Sir Philip Jennings Gierke 
for excluding contractors from Parlia- 
ment ; and that by Mr, Crewe, to 
exclude certain revenue officers from 
voting at elections of Members to 
ferve in Parliament ; and that they 
ufc their utmoft endeavours to leiTen 
the expenditure and mifapplicatipn 
of the public money, and to ihorten 
the duration of Parliament. 

That the Honourable Mr, For- 
tefcue, Sir George Yonge, Bart. John 
Dunning, John Chichefter, Richard 
Coffin, Jame9 Hamlyn, Walter Rad- 
diffe, and John Short, Efqrs. or any 
*hree of them, who fhall be in Lon- 
don, be deputed from this Commit- 
tee, to confer from time to time 
-with fuch Members, as may be de- 
puted from other Committees, upon 
the moft effectual mode of fupport- 
ing the objects of the Petitions, *n 
legal and conftitutional grounds, ami 
of refloring the due freedom of Par- 
liament* 

That the Memorial and Refolu- 
tions of the Deputies of the feveral 

- Committees, who have met in Lon- 
don, be printed in the Sherborne 

-and Exeter news-papers, and in fe- 
* perate papers, to be diftributed 
throughout the county* 

That the thanks of this Meeting 

be given to the Honourable Mr. For- 

tefcue and John Chichefter, Efq. for 

the affiftance they have given to the 

Vol. IX. 



objects of the petition, by the atten- 
dance on the Meetings of Deputies 
in London. 

That the ihanks of this Meeting 
be given to John Short, Efq. for 
his great attention and afliduity in 
forwarding the objects of the peti- 
tion. 

That Mr. J, Stoodly, the younger, 
of Exeter, be appointed Secretary to 
the Committee. 

That the Refolutions of this day's 
Meeting be printed. 

That the Committee do meet 
again on Tuefday, the fecond day of 
May next, precisely at eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, at the Caftle of Exe- 
ter. 

By order of the Committee, 
Courtbnay, Chairman. 
Caflle of Exeter , 
April 4, 1780. 

WESTMINSTER. 

King*s-Arms Tavern, Palace-Yard, 

April $ 9 178©. 
The following letter was laid before 
the Committee : 
Lord Shelburne prefents his com- 
pliments to Sir Cecil Wray, Mr. 
Brand Hollis, and Dr. Jebb. The 
honourable mention and approbation 
given by the Weftminfler" Committee 
to his conduct in Parliament, and their 
late obliging expreflions concerning 
his health, affect him in a very fenfible 
manner. He begs permiffion to fay 
* he was Hill more flattered, when he 
found them communicated to him by 
a deputation of Gentlemen, for whofe 
character, zeal, and honourable in- 
tentions he has been ufed to bear fo 
high a refpect ; he begs that they 
will have the goodnefs to allure tha 
Committee, as his befl return to their 
attentions-towards him, that his fer- 
- vices and life will always remain de- 
voted to the public, and that he has 
no other aim and wilh than 10 perfe- 
vere in a conduct which has merited 
their thanks. 
Berkeley f^iiare, March 28. 

Tt Refolved, 
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Refolved, That this Committee do 
adjourn untill to-morrow morning 
precifely at ten o'clock. 

C. J* Fox, Chairman* 
April 6, 1780. 
Honourable C. J. Fox, in the Chair. 
Refolved, That the Form of Aflb- 
ciation agreed to by the Commtitee of 
Correfpondence, be fubmitted to the 
adjourned General Meeting of the 
City and Liberies of Weftminfter, be 
sow read. 

[The Form of Affociation andfexfirft 
resolutions are Jtmilar to tbo/e agreed 
upcn at the York meeting.] 

Refolved, That it be an inftruclion 
to the Committee to take the moll 
effectual meafures for fupporting the 
election of the Hon. Charles James 
Fox, the Chairman of this Meeting, 
at the enfuing General Election. 

Refolved, That the inhabitants pay- 
ing taxes to Government, who live 
in the fuburbs of the city and liberties 
of Weftminfter, viz. in fuch ilreets, 
fquares, or places^ as are adjacejit to 
cr in the neighbourhood of the fajd 
city and liberties, and not within the 
city or liberties of London, be admit' 
ted to accede to this aflbciation. 

Refolved, That Major Cartwright 
be added to the Committee. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Chairman. 

Refolved, That this Meeting be 
adjourned, fubjedt to a call hy the 
Committee of Aflbciation. 

C. J. Fox, Chairman. 
King's- Arms Tavern, April 18, 1780 
Refolved, that the thanks of this 
Committee be given to the Hon. 
Charles James Fox, for his conduct as 
Chairman of the Committee of Cor- 
refpondence, and that he be requeued 
to take the chair of the Committee of 
Aflbciation. 

It appearing to this Committee, 
among ether grievances eftabliftied 
by thofe acts which prolonged the du- 
ration of parliaments beyond their 
conftitutional period, that it is a hard- 
ftvip both on the conitituent and re- 



prefentative body that ho member,* 
however defirousy can vacate his feat 
in Parliament, or however unable he 
may become to attend his duty and 
execute the truft repofed in him, 
without having recourfe to the fubter- 
fuge of applying for a nominal place ;, 
and it appearing that the Miniiler's 
power, in molt cafes, to grant or re- 
fufe fuch application, forms a part of 
that unconftitutional influence of 
which the petitions of the people com- 
plain, and which Parliament has" now 
declared ought to be diminifhed." 

Refolved, That the Hon. Charles 
James Fox, Chairman of this Com- 
mittee, be requefted to prepare and 
bring into Parliament, as fpeedily as 
poffible, a bill to enable any member 
of the Houf« of Commons to vacate 
his {eat by fuch mode as {hall feem 
beft, fo that -a writ for a new election 
may be iflued in confequence. 

Refolved, That fuch members of 
this Committee, as are Members of 
Parliament, be earneftly requefted to 
fupport the above-mentioned bill. 

Refolved, That it appears to this 
Committee, that the refojuuons of 
the Ho ufe of Commons on the 6th of 
April, viz. *' That it is neceflary to 
declare, that the influence of the 
crown has increafed, is encreafing, 
and ought to bediminifhed :" " That 
it is competent to that Houfe to exa#- 
mine into and correct, abufes in the 
expenditure of the civil lift revenues, 
as well as in every other branch of 
the public revenue, whenever it lhall 
appear expedient to the wifdom of 
that Houfe fo to do;" and " That 
it is the duty of that Houfe to pro- 
vide, as far as may be, an immediate 
and effectual redrefs of the abufes com- 
plained of in the petitions prefented 
to that Houfe from the different coun- 
ties, cities and towns of this king- 
dom ;" form a folemn pledge to the 
conftituents, that they will, unremit- 
. tingly perfevere in procuring folid 
ana fubftantial redrefs to tfte various 
grievances of the people of England. 

. . - Re- 
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Refolved, That a Sub- Committee 
be appointed, confiding of nine per- 
sons, to confidcr of and form upon 
conftitutional grounds fuch proper 
plan for taking the fuffrages of the 
people at the election of their repre- 
sentatives in Parliament, as may pre- 
vent as much as poffible bribery and 
undue influence in the electors and 
elefted. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to the Chairman 
for his letter to the Chairmen of the 
feveral Committees, and that he be 
requefted to print the fame. 

Refolved, That this Committee do 
meet on every Tuefday, 

Kings- Arms Tavern, April \%> 1780. 
The copy of the letter fent by the 
Chairman of this Committee to the 
- Chairman of the feveral Committees 
in this kingdom, and which he was 
requeued to print, is the fame with 
that fent by him to Lord Mahon, 
Chairman of the Kent Committee, 
for which fee page 305. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to John Dun- 
ning, Efq. for the feveral falutary and 
conilitutional motions made by him 
in ihe Houfe of Commons, afferting 
the right of that Houfe ;o controul 

• the expenditure of the public revenue 
in all its branches, tending to the im- 
mediate redrefs of the grievances 

'complained of in the petitions of the 
people, to diminish the corrupt in- 
fluence of the Crown, fo fatally pre- 
valent in that Houfe, and to reltore 
the freedom and independence of 
Parliament. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to Thomas 
Pitt, Efq. for having moved in a 

* Committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, on Thurfday the 6th inftanr, 
that it is the duty of this Houfe to 
provide, as far as may be, an effectual 

' and immediate redrefs of the abufes 
"complained of in the petitions pre- 
sented to the Houfe fr^m the counties, 
' cities, and towns in this kingdom. 



Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to the Lords, 
who voted againft the rejection of the 
contractors bill ; a law judicioufly 
devifed, and prudently adopted by 
the Commons of Great Britain, in 
compliance with the juft prayer of 
their conltituents, as tending to re* 
duce the unconrtitutional influence 
of the Crown, and in fome meafure 
to reftore the independence of Par- 
liament. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to David Hart- 
ley, Efq. for a bill brought by him 
into Parliament for excluding certain 
placemen from the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

Refolved, That copies of the Form 
of Aflbciation, agreed to by the Gene- 
ral Meeting of this city and liberties 
do lie at the following places, to re- 
ceive the fignature of fuch of the in- 
habitants of this city and liberties, 
and of the fuburbs thereof, as fhail 
think proper to fign the fame, 

BrawnVHead, Bond- Street, 

King's-Arms Tavern, Palace- Yard, 
Weftminfter, 

Free Mafon's Tavern, Great- 
Queen-Street/ Lincojn's-Inn-Fields. 

Refolved, That this Committee do, 
adjourn to Tuefday next, at eleven, 
o'clock in the forenoon, 

C. J. Fox, Chairman. 



SURREY. 

St. Albau's Tavern, April 7, 17 10* 
Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Chairman be defired to acquaint the 
Earl of Shelbnrne with the ftrong 
fenfe that this Committee entertains 
of the manly fupport which his Lord- 
ihip has always given to the caufe 
of the people ; and, at the fame 
time, to exprefs the great concern 
which they have lately felt at the 
danger to which fo valuable. a life has- 
been expofed, in confequence of the 
faithful and fpirited discharge of his 
duty as a Peer in Parliament 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 

thanks of this Committee be given to 

T t 2 John, 
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John Dunning, Efq. for his con flit u- 
tional fupport of the rights of the 
people at all times, and particularly 
for having brought into immediate 
conflderation their petitions. 

Refoived unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given 
to the 233 Members of the Houfe 
of Commons who compofed the ma- 
jority on the three following refolu- 
tions of that Houfe on the 6th intlant, 
viz. 

ill, That it is neceflary to declare, 
that the influence of the Crown has 
encreafed, is increafing, and ought 
to be diminifhed. 

2d, That it is competent to the 
Houfe of Commons to examine into, 
and to correct the abu fes in the ex- 
penditure of the civil lift revenue, 
as well as in every other branch of the 
public revenue^ whenever it fhall 
feem expedient to the wifdom of the 
houfe fo to do. 

3d, That it is the duty of the 
Houfe of the Commons to provide, 
as far as may be, an immediate and 
effectual redrefs 6f the abufes com- 
plained of in the petitions prefented 
from the different counties, cities, 
and towns in this kingdom. 

Refoived unanimoufly, That it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that 
a general union amongft thofe per- 
- ions who have fhewn therofelves 
friends to public ceconomy, and the 
led u ft ion of the unconftitutional and 
enormous influence of the Crown, is 
abfolutely neceflary towards forming 
a plan of aflbciation to carry the ob- 
jects of the petition into effect. 

Refoived unanimoufly, That it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that 
the beft and moll likely method of 
preferving union among the friends 
of this country is that of confldering 
the avowed object of their petitions, 
for eradicating the caufe of corrup- 
tion, originating in the undue in- 
fluence of the Crown, and eftablifh- 
ing public eeconomy, as the firfl and 
immediate object of their considera- 
tion and purfuit. 



Refoived unanimously, That .the 
thanks of this Committee be giveu 
to Sir Francis Vinc-nt, Bart. John 
Smith Budgen, and James Treco- 
shick, Efqrs. for their faithful and 
able conduct as Deputies to the Ge- 
neral Meeting. 

Refoived unanimoufly, That a plan 
6f aflbciation be prepared to be fub- 
mitted to the County Meeting, at 
Epfom, on Friday the 14th inftant.' 
A plan of fuch aflbciation was pre* 
pared accordingly. 

Francis Vincent, Chairman, 
Association agreed to by the Ge- 
neral Meeting of the County of 
Surrey. Held at Epfom, on 
Friday the 14th Day of April, 
1780. 
' [The Plan of Jffbciathn and \fi, id, 
3</,^ 4/^, and 6th Refolutions are 
the fame with thofe of fork,] 
5. Refoived, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to thofe Mem- 
bers of both Houfes of Parliament, 
who, forefeeing and forewarning 
their country of the confequences, 
have uniformly oppofed the coer- 
cive meafures again ft America, and 
that they be intreated, to ufe their 
wifdom in accomplishing, and not 
even yet defpair of effecting a re- 
union with that country, on benefi- 
cial, juft, and honourable terms* 

7. Refoived, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to Sir Jofeph 
Mawbey, Bart, and James Scawen, 
E'fq. Reprefentatives in Parliament 
for this county, for their diligent at- 
tendance in, Parliament, and faith* 
ful fupport of the petition of this 
county. 

8. Refoived, That it be an in- 
duction of this Meeting to the Com- - 
mittee now appointed, to endeavour, 
as foon as may be convenient, to pro- 
cure a general deputation from all 
fuch petitioning bodies as ihall have 
aflbciated for the purpofe of obtain- 
ing a redrefs of the national griev- 
ances, to be held in the city of Lon- 
don ; fuch deputation having full 
power and authority from their re* 

fpectivc 
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fpeitive Committees to confult and 
determine upon a general union in 
fuch constitutional meafures as fhall 
to them appear neceffary for the at- 
tainment of the object. 

9. Refolved, That the thanks of 
'this Meeting be given to the Gentle- 
men who compof'd the Committee 
for this county, for tke diligence and 
wifdora with which they have con- 
ducted the important bufmefs referred 
to them by the General Meeting of 
the county. 

I®. Refolved, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Chair- 
man* 

11. Refojved, That this Meeting 
be adjourned, fubject to a^all by the 
Committee of Aflbciation. 

Francis Vincent, Chairman. 



ESSEX 

Chelmsfordt April 8, 1780. 
Whereas there hath been this day 
tranfmitted to this Committee, from 
the general meeting of Deputies, ap- 
pointed by the feveral petitioning 
counties, cities and towns, a copy of 
their refolves, containing propor- 
tions for a General Plan of Aflbcia- 
tion, and alio a Memorial juftifying 
the faid proportions. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
Committee are of opinion that the 
faid refolves are formed upon good 
policy for bringing all jhe faid peti- 
tioning counties, cities, and towns, 
and others which have not petitioned 
Parliament for a redrefs of national 
grievances, into that well compacted 
union, which cannot fail of giving 
fuccefs in the end to the prayers of 
the people, by repairing the injuries 
which this ConfUtution hath fuJFered, 
and by eradicating from it that daa- 

ferous influence of the Crown, which 
ath nearly fapped its foundations. 
And whereas it is requefted by the 
faid meeting of Deputies, that this, 
as well at any other Committee, 
would take the moft effectual means 
for circulating their faid memorial 
through the kingdom, by which they 



truft all men will be imprefled with 
the propriety of thofe meafures which 
tbey have propofed. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given, 
to Sir Robert Smyth, Bart. R. MuH- 
man Trench Chifwell, Efq. and Ri* 
chard Baker, Efq. the Deputies front 
this Committee to the general meet- 
ing of Deputies, for their faithful 
execution of the important truft re- 
pofed in them, and their temperate 
and judicious conduct in fupport of 
the opinions of the Committee* 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the 
moft fmcere congratulations of this 
Committee be prefented to the Earl 
of Shelburne, on his recovery from 
the late wound he received in confe- 
quence of his fupporting with be- 
coming fpirit the public caufe of hi* 
country. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given 
to John Luther, Efq. our worthy Re- 
prefentative in Parliament* and to 
the 233 other Members, including 
the Teller, for the votes they gave 
in the Houfeof Commons, on Thurf- 
day the 6th of April, upon the Refb« 
. lution moved by John Dunning, 
Efq. *• That the influence of the 
Crown has increafed, is increasing, 
and ought to be diminifhed." 

Robert Smtth, Chairman* 



S U S S E X. 
£/. Allan's Tavern, April 8, 17&O. 
Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
the thanks of this Comnmcee be given 
to William Frankland, Godfrey Web- 
fter, and Harry Packham, Eiqrs. the 
Deputies from this Committee to the 
General Meeting of Deputies, for 
their faithful execution of the great 
truft repofed in them, and for their 
wife and prudent conduct in fupport- 
ing the refolutions of this Com- 
mittee. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the. 
thanks of this Committee be given 
to the Earl of Shelburne, for animad- 
verting in the Houfe of Peers on the? 

improper 
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improper appointments lately made 
in the new raifed levies ; and to con- 
gratulate his Lordihip on the prefer- 
vation of a life, rendered by his pub- 
lic femces fo valuable to his coun-- 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
( thanks of this Committee be given 
. to John Dunning, Efq. for having 
moved in a Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons on Thurfday the 6th 
inft. " That the influence of the 
Crown has encreafed, is encreaiing, 
and ought to be diminilhed." 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given 
to Thomas Pitt, Efq. for promoting 
the petitions of the people, by. the 
following motion, which he made on 
. Thurfday laft, viz " That it is the 
duty of the Houfe of Commons to 
provide, as far as may be, an imme- 
diate and effectual redrefs of the 
abufes complained of in the petitions 
". prefented from the different counties, 
cities, and towns in this kingdom. " 

Refolved unanimoufly* That the 

thanks of this Committee be given to 

, the Earl of Efhngham for furthering 

,,the petitions of the people by a motion 

lie made in the Houfe of Peers for a 

lift of penfions held by Peers. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Members of this Committee be re- 
quested to attend the General Meet- 
ing of this county, to be holden at 
Lewes, at ten o'clock on Thurfday 
next, the 13th inftant. 

By order of the Committee, 
W. Franckland, Chairman. 



Buckinghamshire Committee. 
Star and Garter, Pall Mall, 
April 10, 1780. 
Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Committee be given 
to John Dunning, Efq. for having 
moved in a Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons on Thurfday the 6th in- 
, flant " that the influence of the 
Crown has encreafed, is eocreafing, 
and ought to be diminiihed " 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 



thanks of this Committee be g"ve« 
to r J homas Pitt, Efq, for having 
moved in a Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons on Thurfday the 6<h 
iniUnt, " That it is the duty of this 
Houfe to provide, as far as may be, 
an immediate and effectual redrefs of 
the abufes complained of in the pe- 
tition prefented to the Houfe from 
the counties, cities, and towns in this 
kingdom " 

Refolved unanimoufly, Whereas dur- 
ing the prefent expenfive and unfortu- 
nate war, the trade, manufactures, and 
land-rents of this kingdom, have been 
greatly diminimed : the public bur- 
, thens. grievoufly augmented by the 
annual imposition of new and additi- 
onal taxes ; the national debt enor- 
moufly increafed, and the undue in- 
fluence of the Crown extended to an 
alarming degree, by thofe very cir* 
cumftances which threaten the Utter 
impoverifhment of this country; and 
whereas in thefe times of national 
difficulty and diftrefs, a juft redrefs cf 
grievances Can only be expected from 
a free and uncorrupted Parliament 
and meafures tending in a legal and 
peaceful way, to reitore the freedom 
of Parliament, cannot effectually be 
fupported but by a general union of 
independent men throughout th^e 
kingdom, 

We, whofe names are underwrit- 
• ten, confidering an ^economical re- 
formation in the expenditure of pub- 
lic money, to be a moll eflential and 
neceflary meafure, for reftoring the 
freedom of Parliament ; confidering 
alfo, that meafures may be taken for 
fecuring npon a permanent fyflem, 
the independency of Parliament, 

We do declare our aflent to r,he 
eeconomical reform requefted by' the 
petitions of the people, that plan of 
ftrict and rigid frugality row indif- 
penfibly neceflary in every depart- 
ment of the Hate, that moft import- 
ant regulation for reducing the un- 
conftitutional influence of the Crown, 
Therefore we do pledge ourfelves to 
keep in vie.v, the great and alarming 
grieva^cea 
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grievances Hated in our petition to 
the Houfe of Commons, and to 
unite in all legal methods of retrain- 
ing the emreafed influence of the 
Crown, and we declare it to be our 
opinion, that the relolutions of the 
Houfe of Commons of the 6th of 
April, form.a bafis, upon which may 
be founded zneafures leading to a di- 
minution of the undue influence of 
the Crown, and the material reform 
of the public expenditure* We do 
therefore in all confidence and earn- 
#ftnefs hope and expect, from the 
wifdom of Parliament, fuch meafures 
as may alleviate the many miieries, 
under which we labour, and may re- 
ftore the harmony, dignity, and hap- 
pinefs of this diftratted country ; and 
in order that we may contribute our 
efforts to fupport that'fyftem of inde- 
pendence in Parliament, upon which 
alone our hopes of attaining thefe 
great ends can be founded, we do en- 
engage to fuppprt, at the next and 
every future election withio this coun- 
ty, fuch candidates only as we fhall 
be convinced, from their known in- 
tegrity and attachment to the cof>- 
ititution, will iupport thefe great and 
cflential objects ot public retorm. 

Upon the fulleit and moll ierious 
conviction of the neceffity of theie 
meafures, and with the molt folemn 
determination of tranfmitting to our 
posterity that birthright of freedom, 
founded on theConftitution which we 
received from our anceltcrs, we do 
unite to the fupport of thefe gre*t 
and constitutional objects, and en- 
gage ourfelves to them by the very tie 
which can be the molt binding upon 
Englilhmen. 

'lhat this Committee do adjourn 
the 13th inil. at eleven o'clock, to 
the County-ball at Ayleibmy, then 
to rtpQft the proceedings at the gene- 
r*l county meeting. 

John Searb, Chairman. 



HERTFORD, April 17, J780. 

At the adjourned general meeting 

of the county of Hertford, held this 



day at the Shire-houfe in the town of 
Hertford, the following plan of Aflb-* 
ciation was agreed to ; 

ASSOCIATION. 
Whereas a petition, agreed on at a 
general Meeting of this County, on. 
Monday the 17th of January laft, 
praying for an ceconomical reform in 
the expenditure of public money, and" 
for a reduction of the influence of 
the Crown, has been pre fen ted to 
the Houfe of Commons, in the name* 
of the Freeholders of this county, 
and no effectual redrefs has yet been ' 
obtained of the abufes therein ftated.— 
We, the nobility, gentlemen, clergy, 
and Freeholders of the faid county, 
confidering the various arts which 
have been ufed by the enemies of 
our happy Constitution, to raifrepre- 
fent our motives and conduct, in 
promoting the faid Petition, do thus 
publicly declare our entire and zea- 
lous approbation of the legiflature of 
this country, as placed in the free 
and independent concurrence of King, 
Lords, and Commons, and that wc 
molt anxioufly and iincerely wifh the 
bieiling of this terra of legiflature 
may be continued to our lateft po- 
fterity. And, feeing the neceffity of 
a ipeedy reformation of the abufes 
and grievances- mentioned in the faid 
petition, do agree to unite and aflbci- 
ate ourielve;>, and to encourage all 
other land-owners of this country to 
afTociate with us, for the purpofe 
of obtaining a bill or bills co di- 
minish the encreafed and encrea£- 
ing influence of the Crown, to cor- 
rect profusion in the expenditure of 
the public monev, to regulate the 
manner of making all public con- 
tracts, and the mode of keeping and 
palling public accounts, to reduce 
exorbitant emoluments of office, to 
reform the abuies of finecure places 
and penfions unmerited by public 
fervice, and to limit the number of 
placemen fitting in Parliament. 

And in order more effectually to 
promote this falutary plan of public 
reformaiion, we do jointly and fepa- 

rately 
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fttely refolve Unremittingly to perfe- 
vere in fupporting, to the utmoft of 
our power, thefe and all other regu- 
lations necefHiry for obtaining the ob- 
jects propofed in the faid petition ; 
and we tellify the fame by our fig- 
natjpres refpeclively. 

After which the following refolu- 
tions were moved, and unanimoufly 
agreed to : 

i. Refolved nem. con. That a bill 
toeftablifti greater equality in the re- 
prefentation of the people in Parlia- 
ment, by allowing the feveral coun- 
ties of the kingdom of Great Britain 
to ele& in a due proportion one hun- 
dred knights, at leaft, in addition to 
the prefent number, may tend to pro- 
mote the faid reform. 

2. Refolved ncm. con. That a bill 
to fhorten the duration of Parliament 
to a term not exceeding three years, 
may tend to promote the faid reform. 

3. That this meeting will discoun- 
tenance all corrupt and unneceflary 
expences at any future elections as 
fuch difcouragement will promote in 
a confiderable degree the freedom of 
election, which mull immediately 
tend to fecure the independence of 
Parliament. 

4. That it is the opinion of this 
meeting, that carrying on a war againft 
North America is mod evidemly a 
jneafure, which by employing our 
great and enormouily expen five mi- 
litary operations againft the inhabi- 
tants of that country, prevents this 
irom. exerting its united, vigorous, 
and firm efforts againft the powers of 
Fratfce and Spain; and has no other 
effect upon America, than to conti- 
nue and thereby to encreafe, the en- 
mity which has fo long, and fo fa- 
tally fubfifted between the two coun- 
tries, can be productive of no good 
whatfoever, — but by preventing con- 
ciliation, threatens the accomplifh- 

,ment of the final ruin cf the Britiih 
empire. 

5. That the Committee heretofore 
appointed* be a Committee of Afib- 



ciation, and that nine gentlemen of 
the Committee, 6r more, be* em- 
powered to act as a Committee; to 
add to their number, and to take 
fuch It gal and conithutioml mea* 
fares, as ro them Hull appear mod 
expedient for promoting the objects 
of the affbeiatton. 

6. That it be an inftru&ion of thii 
m ceding to their Committee now ap- 
pointed, 10 endeavour to procure, as 
foon as may be convenient, a general 
deputation from a!l fuch petitioning 
bodies as (hall have ailb elated for tHr 
purpofe of obtaining redrefs of the 
national grievances, to be held in the 
city of London or Weftmtnfter ; to 
compare their feveral plans of adbci- 
anon* and to confuk upon a general 
uoion in fuch con fl.au clonal meafurc% 
as to them fliall appear necefl'ary for 
the attainment of the a hove obje£b ; 
fubje£t to fuch further inftru&ions as 
the General Meeting of this county 
may think fit to give, 

7. Refolved > That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to George 
Jennings, Ei'q. the Chairman • 

S* Refolved unanimoufly » That 
George Jennings be appointed Chair- 
man of the Committee of AfTocianon* 

o, Refolved unanimously, That 
the thanks tif this meeting be given 
to William Plumerand Tho, Halfey, 
Efqrs, the rep: efeu thrives of this 
county, John Radcliffe, Efq* the: 
member for the town of St, Allan's, 
Lord George H* CavendUh, Sir A- 
Hume, Bart* W*r.* Baker, George 
Byng f Efqrs. Sir Philip Jennings 
Gierke, Bart, ard the Right Hun. 
T, Townmcnd, members of the Com* 
mluee, afVemblcd by the General 
Meeting of this county, for their 
fWdy and decided fupport of the 
right 5 and petitions of the people 
both in and out of Parliament. 

That this meeting be adjourned, 
fubject to a call by the Committee of 
AfTociatiotK 

George Jennings, Chairman* 
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DENBIGH, 

March 2g % 1780., 
The petition and refolutions of the 

county of Denbigh* 
¥0 the Honourable the Commons tf 
Great Britain* in Parliament, af* 

Jembled : ^ 

We the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders, of the county of Den- 
bigh, (whofe names are under- writ- 
ten) think it our duty as Britons, 
and in compliance with the general 
fenfe of the whole kingdom, to pe- 
tition the Honourable the Houfe of 
Commons to enquire, with all dili- 
gence and fidelity, into the difpofal 
of thofe enormous Aims, which in 
virtue of the trufts repofed in them 
by the people, they have lately 
granted, or ihall grant in future to 
Government* 

The univerfal calamities which 
notonly affeel t)ie public, but find 
their way into every private family, 
even at this diflance from the feat 
of Government, are a proof how 
little we are able to fuppprt the 
weight of M inifterial prof ufion , 
which every year grows heavier^ 
and is more feverely felt. We, 
therefore, moil ftrongly make it our 
Tequeft and petition to this Honour- 
able Houfe, as to the upright repre- 
sentatives of their fellow citizens, to 
abolifh all nnecures, to retrench all 
unmerited pen lions, to fink all un- 
necefTary places, and to reduce all 
exorbitant falaries and perquifites, 
that in our Hate of national poverty, 
what is left of the public revenue 
may be frugally managed. — We 
own, too, we have a motive in this 
petition beyond the views of cecono- 
my. We wiih to leffcn, by all pof- 
fible means, thofe funds of corrup- 
tion, which good Miniilers never 
want, and which only make bad men, 
more worthlefs and dangerous. — We 
wifh that our reprefentatives may. 
fecure to themfelves the confidence 
of the people, by having no interest 
feparate from theirs.-— And we flat- 

Vol. IX. ' 



ter ourfelves that bur petition has 
a juft title to the approbation ©f this 
Honourable Houfe, fince by grant- 
ing it, they will vindicate their own 
integrity, and qualify themfelves for 
thofe great difuitereiled views and 
meafures which may poflibly become 
neceffary to fave our country. 

And your petitioners mall ever 
oray, &c. 

Refolved, That the petition no\v 
produced, is approved of by this 
meeting. 

-. # Refolved, That Sir Watkin Wil- 
liams Wvnn, Bart, the reprefenta- 
tive for tnis county, be requeued by 
the Chairman to prefent the fame, 
and to give it his iupport. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynn, Bart, for the votes 
he has given in favour of Mr. 
Burke's bill. 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to thofe 
noblemen and gentlemen who have, 
in both Houfes of Parliament, op- 
pofed the increafe of the public bur- 
thens, and fupported the indepen- 
dence of the reprefentatives of th* 
people, particularly to the Right, 
Hon. the Earl of Shelburne, Si? 
George Savile, Bart* Edm. Burke, 
John Crewe, Efqrs. and Col. Barre, 
for the motions they have made in 
conformity with the prayer of the 
petition. 

Refolved, That no Committee be 
at prefent appointed in this county, 
but (to ihew we are not the lefs 
anxious for the attainment of the 
main objects we pray for) Refolved, 
That our representative be farther 
requeued to report to the Chairman, 
the fuccefs of our petition, and that 
this meeting be adjourned to the 
£*& of May next, to receive fuch 
report. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting bo given to the Chairman, 
and alfo to (he gentlemen who fign- 
ed the requeii to the Sheriff, and 

U u .the 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 33* ) 



the advertifcment for convening the 
county. 

• Signed, by order of the meet- 
ing, 
Thomas Kyffin, Efq. Chairman. 

M I DDLESE *. 

At the adjourned General Meet* 
ing of the county of Middlefex, held 
at Hackney the nth of Aprils 
1780, 

James Townsind, Efq. in the 
Chair. 

A motion being made, and the 
flueftion put, 

1. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the following Form of Affociation, 
prepared by the Committee, be now 
read. 

[ Form of JJbciatron, and jivejiift 
tefolutitns, the f am* as thofo if Tork,\ 

6th. Refolved unanimously, That 
the thanks of this- meeting be given 
ito John \v*ilkes and Thomas Wood, 
Efqrs. reprefentativts in Parliament 
fcr this county, for their diligent at- 
tendance in Parliament, and faithful 
fiipport of the petition of this county. 

7 th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
Ihe thanks of this meeting be jgiven 
to the Earl of Shelburne for animad- 
verting in the Houfe of Peers on the 
improper appointments lately made 
in the new raifed levies, and to cob- 
£ratulate his Lordflup on the prefer. 
fation- bf a life ' rendered by his 
public fences fo valuable to his 
Country. * * 

8th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
k be an ihftruttion of this meeting- 
£0 the Committee now appointed to 
endeavour, as foon as may be conve- 
nient, to procure a deputation from 
all fuch petitioning bodies as fhall 
have aflbciated for the purpofe of 
obtaining a redrefs of the national 
gritvahces to be held in 4h£ city of 
London : fuch deputation having 4 
full' power and authority* from their 
refpeftive Committees to confult and 1 
determine upon a general union- in* 
fuch coriftkuuonal meafures as ih§ll 



to them appear necceffery for tSe at* 
tainment of the above objeft. 

9th. Refolved unafthnoufly, That 
the members for this county be in- 
truded to take the moft proper mea- 
furec (whenever there ihall bit a pro- 
bability of doing k with effeft) for 
Impeafching and bringing to juftice, 
thd Minifters who, with Sie moft un- 
conftitutional and arbitrary views,- 
have extended • corruption and undue 
influence beyond the example of ill 
former times, have* alienated the af- 
fections of one part of the Britifh do- 
minions from the other; arid have 
loaded this heretofore happy country 
with taxes the moft intolerable and 
eppreffive. * 

10th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the tltanks of this meeting be given 
to the jgentlemen who cbnipbfed the 
Committee for this county, for the 
diligence and wiftom with which they 
have condu&extthe important bufmefi 
referred to them by the General 
Meeting of the county. 

nth. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of thk meeting be given 
to the Chairman. 

1 2 th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
tfus meeting be adjourned, fubjeft to 
a call by the Committee of AiTocia- 
rion. 

James Town send, Chairman* 

SOMERSET. 

April 11, \j%Q* 
* The adjourned meeting of th* 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freehold- 
er's of the county of Somerfet, held 
this day at Wells, 
Philip Stephens* Efq. in the 
Chair. 
Refolved unanimolifly, That this 
meeting do approve of the refolu- 
tions of the Committee, affeinbled' 
at the Swan Inn, Wells, oh the 28th 
6f March laft ; and in order more 
effectually to promote the laudable 
jVlan of public reformation, by our 
joint aiTiftance in a pacific way, wt 
do-aiTociitte for that expreft purpofe, 
- - and 
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and we . do hereby teftify the f«jme r 
And we do refolve jointly and fepa.f, 
rately, to fupport thefe neceflary re-. 

fulations to the utmoft of our power, 
y every raeafure that may be per- 
fectly agreeable to law and the Con- 
stitution. JVIore particularly we do 
refolve, and 4° mutually, and molt 
folemnly engage,, tjiat, until a rea- 
sonable reform in the. expenditure o£ 
public money hath been obtained;, 
and until regulations for returning, 
ax ,Iea]I f one. hundred additional 
county Members to Parliament, and 
and for fliortehing the duration of 
Parliament to a Una not exceeding 
&ree years^ have teen efiahlUhed by 
law, we will fupport with our.vojtes 
and/interetf no candidate w^atfoever 
at the next General Election, of at 
any future election, to reprefent this 
jpunty, or any other county or place 
ua .Hajrliainent, from whole known 
integrity and attachment to our free 
tonftitution,' and his aiTent to thefe 
jbonflitutional improvements declar- 
ed by figning this Aflbciation, or in 
fuch other mode .as' to each candi- 
date may feera moft eligible, weihall 
not be firft fully fatisged that he will 
give his utmoft fupport in Parlia- 
ment to , the following proportions, 
pr to fuch part of the reform pro- 
pofed thereby as lliall not be then 
accomplifhed. M - 

jit, ,For$ne or more bills. to cor- 
rect profufion in the expenditure of 
public money, to regulate the man T 
nerof making all public contracts, 
and the mode of keeping and palling 
public accounts, to reduce exorbi- 
tant emoluments of office, and to re- 
form the abufes of fmecure places 
and penfions, unmerited by public 
fervice. • t ^ , .... t , ,._ . .,, • 

2d. For a bjy to eJfcablifli greater 
equality in the reprefenution of the 
people in parliament, by allowing 
the feveral counties in the kingdom 
of Great Bri^n,, to elect, in a due 
proportion, ,one hundred Knights, 
at leaft, - ii^ addition to the prefent 
number. * 



3d. For a bill to fliorten the <fo« 
ration of Parliaments to a term not 
exceeding three years. 

Refolyed unanimpufly, That it is 
the opinion of this meeting, that the 
profecution of an offenfiye war in 
America is moft evidently a rneafur# 
which, by employing our great, and 
enormoufly expensive military: Opera- 
tions againft the inhabitants, of; (hat 
country, ^prevented this from exert*, 
ing its united, vigorous, and* firmv 
cjjorts againft the powers of France 
and Spain, and has no other ef- 
fect upon , ^m er *ca than to con r 
jtinue and thereby increafe the en#> 
mity which had fo long and Q> fatai r 
ly iubfifted betwixt the arms of bqth, 
can be productive of no good what- 
ever ; buuby pjeventing qpncilifc- 
tion, threatens the. accompUmmenj; 
of the final ruin of the Br4ti& 
.empire. * 

Refolved. ' nnanimoufly, That if 
be recommended to the Committee; 
appointed by this meeting to cjpnli- 
der of and form uponJegal and con- 
ftitutional grounds, a proper plait 
for the detecting and bringing to 
juflice all perfons who at the enfur 
ing General Elections fhall either 
give or receive bribes for votes for 
the election of Members to -ferve in; 
Parliament, and that fuch plan f 
when fettled and agreed upon, be 
communicated to other aftbeiafeed 
bodies. .. . ■ * .-...■.* 

Refolved unanimoufly, That t^e 
fhanks of this; meeting be _giy en tp 
thofe wprthy Members of the Ptoufe 
who have attended; q the juft petition* 
of tlje people; humbly requeuing tha,t 
t,hey will proceed ^therein with equal 
zeal, firmnefs, and judgment, until 
they fhall have finally concluded up T 
on fqme general well regulated fy£ 
tern of reformation, equally confid- 
ent with, arid friendly to, public 1^- 
K>erty and juftice. > 

Refolved unanimously, Tl^at John 
Coxe, £fq., and Mr. Samuel Stucfc- 
#y, be added to the Committee^ 

Refolved unanimou/ly, That the 
U u 2 ' Committee 
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Committee be a Committee of Af- 
fociation, and that fifteen or more of 
them be empowered to #1 as a Com- 
mittee, and to take fjich legal and 
conftitutional meafures as to them 
fhall appear mod expedient for pro- 
moting the objects of this aflbcia- 
tion. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting he given to 
Philip Stephens, Efq. the Chairman 
of the Committee. 
' Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
R. H. Coxe, Efq. for his attention to 
this Meeting, and for his conduft in 
Parliament. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
Edward Phelips, Efq. for hw con- 
duit in Parliament, on the 6th of 
April inftant. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
meeting be adjourned " fine die" 
fubjeft to the call of the Committee. 
Philip Stephens, Chairman. 



BEDFORD, Jfril *z, 1780. 

At the adjourned General Meeting 
of the county of Bedford, hejd this 
day at the Seflions Houfe at the town 
of Bedford, the following refolutions 
were moved and agreed to: 

ift. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
this meeting has great fatisfa&ion in 
obferving, that the petition of this 
«ounty, together with thofe of the 
several ether petitioning counties, ci- 
ties, and boroughs, hath been taken 
into consideration by the Honour- 
able the 'Houfe of Commons, 'and 
admitted by them as juft and well- 
founded, in their refolutions of the 
6th inftant, viz. 

*• That it is neceflTary to declare, 
'that the influence of the Crown has 
increafed, is increaiing, and ought 
to be diminilhed. 

** That it is competent to this 
Houfe, to examine into and correal 
abufes in the expenditure of the ci- 
vil lift revenue, as well as in every 



other branch of the public revenue, 
whenever it fhail appear expedient 
to the wifdom of this Houfe fo 
to do. 

■■■" That it is the duty of this 
Houfe, to provide as far as may be, 
an immediate and efFeftual redrefs 
of abufes complained of in the peti- 
tions prefentea to this Houfe from 
the different counties, cities, and 
towns of this kingdom." ^' 

- id/ Refolved unanimoufly, That 
this Meeting does confider the above 
recited refolutions of the Houfe of 
Commons, as - forming a foiettm 
pledge to the confHtuentsythat they 
will, unremittingly, perfevere in 
their endeavonnto procure foHd and 
fatisfa&ory redreis to the -various 
grievances of the people of England^ 
' 3d; Refolved, That the Com- 
mittee appointed at the laft General 
Meeting, oe continued, with power 
to add to their number, and to pre* 
pare a plan of aflbciation upon legal 
and conftitutional grounds, if deenv- 
ed expedient and neceiftary, and tor 
fubmit the fame to the county, at 
tke next General Meeting. 

4th* . Refolved unanimoufly, That 
this meeting will difcountenance all 
corrupt and unneceffary expences at 
any future ele£tions; as fuch dif* 
eouragement will promote in a con- 
fiderable degree the freedom of elec* 
tion, which muft immediately tend 
to fecure the independence of Paw 
liament. 

5th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
it is the opinion of this Meeting, that 
Shortening the duration of Parlia- 
ments would tend to reftore the free- 
dom and independence of Parlia- 
ment. ■ * ■ 

6th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of this Meeting be given 
to thofe Lords and Commoners, who 
in their refpe&ive Houfes of Parlia- 
ment have propofed and fupported 
jneafures tending to the immediate 
redrefs of the grievances complained 
of in the petitions of the people. 

7^*1 
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-7th. Refolved ttnahimoufly,, That 
Ae thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Earl of Upper Oflbry for his 
uniform and upright conduct in Par- 
liament, and his fpirited endea- 
vours to promote the wifhes of this 
<<ounty. ■ ' ■■-.' 

Stfi. Refolved unanhnoufly, That 
the thanks of this meeting be given 
to his Grace the Duke of Manchefter 
fat his -attendance at the county 
Meeting, and for his upright, able, 
and fpiriced-corKluftin~Par1£ament. 

9th. Refch'etfunMrmoufly, That 
*he thanks of this M(te£hg-be given 
to Lord St. John for -his letter to the 
Earl of Upper Offbfy read at the laft 
meeting, for his attendance here this 
day- and for his upright cbnduft in 
^arHament; -■-■ ^ * 

10th. Refolved uiianimoufly, That 
fee thanks of this meeting be given 
10 Lord Ongley' for *he'fuJ>port he 
Jtas given in Parliament to the peti- 
tion of this county. ' 

t i th. Refolved unanimously, That 
the thank* of this meeting tie given 
to Samuel Whitebread, Efq. and Sir 
William Wake, Bart, for the fup* 
port they have given in Parliament 
$0 the petition of this comity. 

1 ath. Refolved unammeufly, That 
the thanks of this meeting be given 
to William Gery, Efq. the Chair- 
man* 

: t3th. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
this meeting be adjourned fubjeft to 
the call of tie Committee. 

'William Gery, Chairman. 
* Refolved by the Committee, that 
the Hon. Mr. St. John, Charles An- 
derfon Pelham, Efq. Richard Rey- 
ftolds, f Efq. Edward Green, Efq. and 
Jeremy T. Palmer, Efq, be added to 
this Committee. 

William G'bxy, Chairman, 



Westminster, Com*mittee. 

JEing'j Arms 7*a<vtrn f Palace-yard \ 

lVtflminfter^ April 25, 1780. 

Refolved, That the rejection of 
^he contractors bill, by the Houfe of 



Lords (more efpecklly aa It appear* 
that a majority of the hereditary 
Members of that Houfe* gave their 
votes in fupport of Tt) is a clear 
proof of -the determination of hii 
Majefty's Minifters to preferve in its 
full extent that unConftitutional in- 
fluence of the Crown, which the 
Houfe of Commons have declared, 
ought to be diminiihed, and" to pre- 
vent that redrefs of the grievances of 
the people which the Houfe of Com- 
mons' have acknowledged it to ; be 
their duty immediately and effect 
tually to provide. - 

Refolved, That any Minifter wh* 
(hall prefame to advife his Majef*. 
ty to prorogue or diflblve Parlia- 
ment 1 , until theHotrfe of Common* 
mall have fulfilled their promife to 
the people of dimimmTng the influ- 
ence, and correcting the other abufe* 
complained of in the petitions, h, 
and ought to be confidered as an 
enemy to the liberties of his country* 

Refolved, That if any additional 
burdens are laid upbn the fubjeft be- 
fore Parliament mall have fulfilled!* 
fomeeflential points the folemn pro- 
m3e they have given to provide re : 
drefe for the abufes of influence com- 
plained of, there will be immediate 
rcafon to apprehend that promife is 
meant to be evaded, and the- petiti- 
ons of the people finally to be re- 
jected. 

Refolved, That the Members of 
Parliament belonging to this Com- 
mittee be rpquefted to attend the bill 
which is to be brought into Parlia- 
ment by the Secretary at War,, ** to 
continue for a time to be limited, 
the provifions of an aft made m the 
laft feffion of Parliament, intituled, 
** An aft for repealing an aft made ia 
the laft feflion of Parliament, inti- 
tuled, an aft for the more eafy and 
better recruiting of his Majefty's land 
forces and marines, and for fubftitu-, 
ting other and more effectual provi- 
fions in place thereof." 

Refolved, That this Meeting do 

ad- 
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tfyavixL to: T4ie£iay -aext^ -at twicer 
y clock at noon* < -* : 

C J^ Fox, Chairman 

At a very numerous and refpe^a? 
IJe.mce^og of th«gentleme^4tergy, 
iesholderfc, and ottjer inhabitants of 

£r<co«n$y, of Euex y held 9» ^uef- 
y the, 15th day»of April,- 1780* by. 
^djptwament. fconMhe 4aflf General 
^eering^atthrShire-haH, inChtlmf- 
l^/tfarfoHowing form of,Aflbcia~ 
$0^ agreed j|£> by the Con^oiuee, 
was. recommenced to by the General 

FjPZfca of jjpaatUn *bt<fam ** t$at 
«/;liriLJ ',: ,„ 

A morion, feeing made a&d, tfe» 
<foe£k>n> put,; - ; r , ^ j' f ;; 

Refolved* with, ; oirly foire -differ 
toentvpices^ That thjs./brm,of Aflb-. 
nation, be adoptje^ by this meetings 
I Refoved... uaanimouily*. that, *}*£♦ 
Committee of Cwefpondeace, beta^ 
yoi&ted a. Cqmmitfcee of Affocia**on t 
sgul' be empowered to ; add to tfyeiic 
^mber r and to take foch kga^ and 
caoiHtutionai meaforefS as to< them* 
fcaE appear meft expedient ior pro^ 
mAtiag the. «^e£t of this a^bcia-v 
towu 

Refolved arontmogily, That it b« 
trvitiiradioa of this iaeeting to the* 
£cu»mit$ee' npuf appointed, to en* 
•leavenr,, as* foon as may be moft con^ 
•enjent, , tt>, procure a general depu-* 
f^tjom kggi flfl fuch, petitioning bc^ 
iieaas HjVWj ? aflbciatcd. for the pur- 
■pofe ©f obf^w^Log a redrefs of national 
gpevances^, to beheld in the cities of 
Kriondohior Wefhmnfter,. fuch depu- 
taiion. having full power and, autho- 
thority &oxn. their refpe&ive Com-* 
iuttees. to compare their feveral plans 
M afTocia.tionv, and to confult and de- 
termine upon a general union r Jnfuch- 
cottilitational; msafures_ as ifcaJl to 
them appear acceflary fov the attain- 
jpent of the aboveobjeft. 

Ite&lved unaniniouii^ T«ha,t it be* 



recommended to4&e Committee* afy 
pointed by thj& I^eting, to cqnfideifc 
of, and form, upon legal and confti- 
tntional grounds, a proper plan for 
the detecting and bringing to juJlictt 
allper&nswho at the enfuing General 
Eieflion fhall either gjve or receive, 
bribes for the ele&ipn of members 
to ferve in Pariament, and that fucb~ 
plan, when fettled and agreed upon, 
be communicated to other aflbciatf& 
bodies. 7 

Refolved unanimously, That thi» 
meeting fenuiyly,jr«£?et the'reje&foa 
<jf the contraflow bill by Aeiioufc 
of Lords^ on the 14th inflant, af 
tending to,di&ppoint t}ie expefia-? 
$ions of the .petitionees, > and that tha 
tfcaaks of t& ^oeting be jjiyen. t» 
the forty-one Lords who - ftipeqfte^ 
tjieabp^;^!, and thereby .£ewed 
t^eir attention^ to the wii^es. of th^ 
people- expretfed in theic petiti^n^t^ 
tl\e Houfe^f Gommom t 

Refolved unanin«Hi%. ,Th^ |hft 
fchanf^ <jCt|ws Meetia^be ; >giv« T tc» 
John L4*th»,.E4j|» for, hi* aMeiaiitteA 
a^al in prcanoting. ctrtry* objeil q£a\u) 
petitioners, an^. that they deciar? 
^ieif ejj|jre approbation of his Par T 
liamentar^if^onduQ on all queftjej*. 
refjpeaing the^nadoa ia general, ^nd 
the particular rights, and iaieieirs. f of 
his conjflitoeijts.; 

Refolved unanimously, That the 
thanks be-give&to Sir Robert Smyth » 
Bart. (C^aiijman of the Committee^ 
Richard Mailman Trench Qhifwell^ 
and Richard Raker, Efqrs. for the able; 
and faithful difchaige of tbe tr^iuV re- 
pofed in them as- deputies ;o t{ie .Ge- 
neral Cppifjttttee held in London*, 
And that the (hanks of this, meeting 
be alfd given, to the Committee ap^ 
pointed on the 24th of January' laft^ 
for their attention and pains in for- 
warding the object of the petition. 

Refolved ^naniiwwtffly, That the 
thanks .of this meeting be given t^ 
the Chairman of this meeting* 1 
■; Refolved; unanimously, That this 
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*itH:irigl^^Jbtfnted*/fiifeje9J to X 
call- of the Committed x£- A&xku 
tidn. '* ' ' ■:*.. ;- - :'*■ "■ 

it.MvXXM.AwTltErt«R'Ci1fSWlLI* 

: Chairman d£*the^Meeting. ' 

■■ . v 

b e «-' k s; 

: At the adjourned -general meet* 

Big for the county o? Berks, held 

atfche Town-Hall,-- in Abingdon, on 

Tiieftay the jsjtk day of April* 

*7«o f 

John ORAw-TV-BTq. i*«he-€)Hfr;> 

Whereas at a General Mfeeting* 
fteld-at the faid Towtf-Hall on the 
J«ft*of January lan% a petition ad- 
dreffedtothe Honourable Houfe of 
Commons of Great Britain was 
agreed to, and afterwards figned by 
a very numeroas 1 and resectable 
lx>dy of the freeholders of this coun- 
ty, ftating the dangerous and ex- 
hattfted ftate of this kingdom, and 
complaining of the profufe expendi- 
cure of public mttriey, and that the 
Cfown had thereby acquired a 
great and unconftitutional influence, 
which, if not checked, might prove" 
dangerous to the liberties of the 
people ; and that as the petitioners' 
conceived, the care of' the national 
f urfe was by the Conftitution in- 
trufted to, the cuftody of that Ho- 
nourable Houfe, they * therefore 
prayed effectual and immediate re- 
<Lrefs of the abtlfes complained of ; 
and that the produce of the taxes 
might be appropriated to the ufes of 
the State. 

The faid petition was> in compli- 
ance with the requeft of the faid 
meeting, prefented to the faid Ho- 
nourable Houfe, by the reprefsnta- 
tives of this county. 

The .meeting,' therefore, confi- 
dering the great importance of the 
queftions already Carried in favour 
or their juft petitions, are defirous to 
SefHfy a grateful fenfe of the con- 
duel of thofe independent men, who 
nave fo nobly 4 ftood forth in the de- 
face of the dft&reft intereih of their 



-ccaW»y7 idl full' cmWShtk v that per- 
•fevfcriftg with vigour 'in the. lam* 
laadskkr principle, they will not hf 
future inattention to the *mft repo** 
fed in them, fruifrate the hopes of * 
gHue&tf people,- - 

■ ' lUfolved unankwwfly; That'thi 
iharites^of thk meeting- be* given t& 
John Dunning and Thomas Pitt^ 
Ef^Fs; ifor the well directed motions 
iftadebythem in the Konfeof Com* 
mfcn^on the 6th day of April, in- 
£hnt, eftablifhing the juftice ami 
Brdpriety of the petitions, and where- 
by the Houfe have given a pledge to 
the people of their intentions ttfc 
pttievere^, to a full redrefs of their 
grievances, and that the Chairman 
be requeued ta communicate the 
fame. * 

Refoived nnammotTu'yy That the 
proceedings of the Committee of 
Correfpondence fince thelaft rneeN 
ing be readl 

The fame befog read* are-approv- 
ed of by this meeting; ' * 
- Refoived unaaimonfly; That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
the gentlemen' who compofed tte 
Committee, for their- -attention in 
conducting and fupporting the peti- 
tion, and for their report made thilt 
day. 

• Refoived unanimoufly; That tha 
fame gentlemen do continued Com- 
tnittee of Correfpondence, with pow- 
ers as before. 

Refoived unanimoufly, ■ That tfcft 
thanks of this meeting bfe given tti 
the Earl of Shelburne, for animad- 
verting in the Houfe of Peers, oq 
the improper appointment lately 
made in the new-raifed levies, and 
alfo to the Honourable Charles 
james Fox, for hisfpirited and con- 
ititutional conduct ; and that a de- 
putation from the Committee be ap- 
pointed to wait on them refpectivelv, 
and to congratulate them tm the 
prefervation of their lives, rendered 
by their public fervicps fo- valuable 
to this country. .."-*, ~ . 

Refoived 
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Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
meeting having taken into their 
confideration the refolutiona of the 
Houfe of Commons in favour of the 
petitioners, which refolutions have 
teen pafled fince the meeting of the 
Committee, wherein they recom- 
mend an aflbciation to be entered 
into : this meeting, in, confequence 
of fuch refolutions, being defirous 
$o manifeft a confidence in the re- 
prefentatives of the people, <!*> fcr 
the prefent, poilpone entering into 
die aflbciation, on a firm reliance 
that the prayers of their petition will 
be fully granted. . , 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
meeting do declare moil fincerely 
their entire and zealous approbation 
of the legislature of this country, 
as placed in the free and independ- 
ent concurrence of King, Lords, and 
Commons, in preference to every 
other mode of Civil Government, 
and anxioufly wifh its bleflings may 
be continued to the lateft pofterity, 
in its conftitutional purity ; hut ap- 
prehending this form of legiflation 
to be at prefent eiTen dally vitiated, 
by the treafure and offices of the 
community being employed by the 
executive, to influence the legislative 
authority ; by the inequality of re- 
prefentation ; by the ruinous ex- 
pence of election, and by feptennial 
Parliaments ; they therefore declare 
their concurrence in the following 
resolutions of the Committee, as 
tending in the moft conftitutional 
manner to promote the reform re- 
quelled oy the petitioners. 

1. For one or more bills to cor- 
rect profufton in the expenditure of 
the public money, to regulate the 
manner of making all public con- 
tracts, and the mode of keeping and 
paffing public accounts, to reduce 
exorbitant emoluments of oiHce, and 
to reform the abufes of finecure 
places, and penfions unmerited by 
public fervice. 

2, For one or more bills for ob- 
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taining a more equal reprefentatk* 
in Parliament, by fuch methods as 
{hall appear moft likely to promote 
the independence of ParUameot, and 
conibnant to the principles of the 
Constitution. 

3. For a bill to fhorten the dura* 
tionof Parliaments, to a term not 
exceeding three years. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Members for this county be requeft- 
ed to promote all fuch bills as they 
conceive will tend to the objects be- 
fore mentioned. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
American war* originating from the 
corrupt influence ofthe Crown, and 
the ill-grounded aflertions of the 
King's Miniflers in Parliament, is 
the caufe of the prefent calamitous 
fituation of this country. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That it is 
the opinion of this meeting, that the 
profecution of an offenfive war in 
America is meft evidently a mea- 
fure, which by employing our great 
and enormoufly expenfive military 
operations againft the inhabitants of 
that country, prevents this from ex- 
erting its united, vigorous, and firm 
efforts againfl the powers of France 
and Spain ; and has no other effect 
upon America than to continue, and 
thereby to increafe the enmity which 
has fo long and fo fatally fubfifted 
betwixt the arms of both, can be 
productive of no good whatever, but 
by preventing conciliation, threatens 
the accomplifhment of the final ruin 
of the Britifh empire. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That it be 
recommended to the Committee ap- 
pointed by this meeting, to conflder 
of and form upon legal and cpnfli- 
tutional grounds, a proper plan for 
the detecting and bringing to juf- 
tice all perfons, who at the enfuing 
General Election fhall either give or 
receive bribes for votes for the elec- 
tion of Members to ferve in Parlia- 
ment, and that fuch plan when 
fettled and agreed upon, be com- 
municated 
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touhkated to the> Gomraittecs of 
counties, 

. Refolved unanimoufly, That t,his 
meeting highly disapproved the re- 
jection of the Contractors Bill by the 
Houfe of Lords, on the 14th inftant, 
as tending to continue that undue 
influence in the Houfe of Commons, 
to extirpate which is a principal ob- 
ject of the petitions of the people ; 
and that the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the forty-one Lords, who, 
fttppprted the above bill, and. there- 
by (hewed their attention to the 
wkhes of the people, exprefled in 
their petitions to the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

Refolved unanimously, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
thofe worthy Members of the Houfe 
of Commons, who have attended to 
the juft petitions of the people, trust- 
ing they will proceed with zeal, 
iirmnefs, and judgment, till all fuc^i 
« reformation be obtained as is con- 
fident with the public liberty and the 
diftinct conilitutional rights of each 
branch of the legiJja,ture. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
the Right Honourable Ifaac Barre, 
Sir George Savile, and Sir Philip 
Jennings Clerke, Baronets ; Ed- 
mund Burke, John Crewe, and Da* 
vid Hartley, Efqrs. for the different 
motions made by them in the Houfe 
of Commons in favour of the re- 
queues of the petitioners. 

Refolved unanimouily, That the 
thanks of this meeting be giveto to 
John Elwes and Winchombe Henry 
Hartley, Efqrs* for their unremitted 
zeal, in promoting every object of 
the petitioners, and for their fteady 
and coniUuitional conduct in Par- 
liament. 

Refolved unanimouily, That the 
thanks of this meeting be giyen to 
General Smith for his Heady, tempe- 
rate, an4 very proper conduct, as 
Chairman of the Committee, and 

Vol. IX, 



fo* his unremitted attention In^lup,- 
porting the petition of this'county. 
That this meeting deiire to exprefs 
their concern for the ill ftate of his 
health, which has prevented his at- 
tendance this day. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That it is 
tjie opinion of this, meeting, that the 
people of England have, and always 
Jjad, a clear, unalienable, indefea r 
fible right to an annual election of 
tfcei*- representatives, as well as to 
>an adequate and equal reprefenta- 
tion, fpunded upon ftronger grounds 
than that, of any a&or acts of Par- 
liament ; and that the attainment of 
thefe important conllitutional ob- 
jects, is the moft effectual expedient, 
for restoring and fecuring; the inde- 
pendence of Parliament. 

Refolved unanimouily, That the 
letters from the Right Honourable 
Lord Craven, Winchombe Henry 
Hartley, Efq. apd Colonel Miles, 
addrefted to the Chairman of this 
meeting, and now received, be re- 
fpe&ively read : „' 

And the fame being read, are ap- 
proved of by this meeting. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
Lord Craven, Mr. Hartley, and 
Colonel Miles, for the free commu- 
nication of their fentiments exprefled 
in fuch letters, 

RefoLved unaimonufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
John Grant, Efq. High Sheriff of 
the county of Berks, for his ready 
acceptance of the Chair on this daf, 
and the propriety of his conduct 
therein. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Committee do lit at the New Inn, 
in Abingdon immediately, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
meeting do adjourn Jtnf dte % fnbject 
to the call of the Committee, upon 
giving ten days notice in the Read- 
ing and Oxford Journals, and in otte 
or more of the London papers. 

X x DORSET* 
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Dercbefter> April Z%th y 1 780. 
%At the adjourned general meeting 
of the county of Dorfet, held in the 
Shire-Hall, a report of the progrefs 
of the Committee of Correfpond- 
ence was made \iy the Chairman, 
who then left the Chair, but was 
unanimoufly requefted to refume it. 
A Committee of AfTociation was 
then appointed and the following 
terms of afTociation agreed to, and 
iigned by all prefent : 

Association. 
Whereas a petition agreed on at a 
general meeting of this county on bers of botk Houfes of Parliament, 



) 

counts, to reduce exorbitant emolu- 
ments of office, to reform the abufes 
of finecure places and penfions un- 
merited by public fervice, and to" 
limit the number of placemen fitting- 
in Parliament. 

And whereas we cannot but think 
that the unhappy ftate to which this 
once flourifhing country is now re- 
duced, has, in a great meafure, been 
owing to the ram and imprudent 
oonteft fo long and fo unprofperouf- 
ly purfued with North America, 

It is refolved, That the thanks of 
this meetingbe given to thofe Mem- 



Tuefday the 27th day of January/ 
1780, praying for an ceconomical 
reform in the expenditure of public 
money, has been prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons, in the names of 
the freeholders of this county, and no 
effectual redrefs has yet been dbtain- 
ed of the abufes therein ftated, 

We the Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
Clergy, and Freeholders of the faid 
county, conftdering the various arts 
which have been ufed by the ene- 
mies of tiur happy Conftitutjpn, to 
mifreprefent our motives and con- 
duct in promoting the faid petition, 
do thus publicly declare our entire 
and zealous approbation of the le- 
giflature of this country, as placed 
in the free and independent concur- 
rence of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and "that we molt anxioufly 
and finrerely wifh the blefling of this 
form of Icgiflature may be continued 
to our Iateft pofterity ; and feeing 
the neceffity of a fpeedy reformation 
of the. abufes and grievances men- 
tioned in the faid petition, do agree 
to unite in fuch juJl and legal means 
as may be neceilary for the obtain- 
ing a bill or bills to dimini/h the in- 
creafed and increafing influence of 
the Crown, to correct profufion in 
the expenditure of the public money, 
to regulate the manner of making 
all public contracts, and the mode 
of keeping and paffing public ac- 



who, foreseeing and forewarning 
their country of the confluences, 
have uniformly eppofed the coercive 
meafures againft America, and that 
they be entreated to ufe their wif- 
dom in accomplishing, and not even 
yet to defpair of effecting, a re-union 
with that country on beneficial, juit, 
and honourable terms. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be returned to the Houfe 
of Commons for the kind attention 
they have fliewn to the petitions of 
fche people in unanimoufly palling a 
bill for the exclufion of contractors 
from a feat in that Houfe ; but at 
the fame time they cannot help ex- 
prefling their great mortification and 
difappointment on hearing that the 
other Houfe have fruftrated their 
good intentions, and thrown a damp 
on the hopes of the people, by paf- 
ling a negative on it. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this meeting that the people of 
England have, and always had; a 
clear, unalienable, indefeaiible right 
to an adequate and equal reprefen- 
tation, as well as an annual election 
of their reprefentatfves, founded up* 
on ftronger grounds thai) that of any 
act or acts of Parliament ; and that 
the attainment of thefe important 
conftitutional objects isthe mofteifec- 
tual expedient for re&oring andfecur- 
ing the independence of Parliament. 
Revived, 
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"Refolved/ That it be an inftru&i- 
on of this meeting to oizr Repre- 
fentatives in Parliament, Humphry 
gturt and George Pitt, Efqrs. to ufe - 
their beft endeavours to procure an 
act for obtaining a more equal repre- 
sentation in Parliament*, by the ad*, 
dition of at leaft one hundred mem- 
bers, to be chofen in a due propor- 
tion by the feveral Counties of tfie 
kingdom of Great Britain. 

Refolved, That it be an inftriit-r 
tion of this meeting to our repte* 
fcntatives in Parliament, Humphry 
Sturt and George titt, Efqrs, to ule 
their beft endeavours to. procure, an 
a&forfhorteningthe duration of Par* 
liament, to £ term not exceeding 
three years. 

' Refolved, Tbat the Committee 
appointed by the laft General MeeU 
J?gf together- with Earl Temple, 
Barl Spencer, Vifcount Althorp,i 
Mr. Brand Hollis, Mr; Halfey, Mr. 
Sidney, Hollis Foy, Mr. Randall* 
Mr. J. ChafFey, Dr. Tucker, Mr. 
James, Rev. Mr. Storey, Mr, White, 
|Wr. Way-Mr. Gollop, Dr. Gollop, 
Mr. Cozens, and Mr. Shirley, be si 
fcommittee of Afibciation, and that' 
nine or more be empowered to a&t 
as a Committae ;o add to their 
number, and to take fucK legal and 
conflitutional meafur.es as to them 
ihall appear moil expedient for pro* 
moting the objects of t,his Affcci* 
ation. 

Refolved, That in order to re- 
move any prejudices which may have, 
been imbibed refpefting the inten- 
tions of this meeting, the gentlemen 
prefent think it theij duty to de- 
clare, that they do not, nor ever did 
mean to promote the reform requeu- 
ed in their (bounty Petition of the 
27th of January, by any other mode 
than that of peaceable demeanor, 
- conftit^tional loyalty, and refpeftful, 
attention to the Iegiflature; and that 
it was an<f is their only endeavour, 
by promoting integrity and oec*)-% 
nomy- in every department of Go- 



vernment, to apply the" whole- of -, 
the revenue to the neceflities of the 
ftate, to reftore. dignity to the Crown* 
independence to the legiflature, tend 
confidence to the people. Upon 
tHefe principles, and thefe alone, 
they hope and wifli to meet the 
concurrence and fuppOrt of all vh+ 
tuous and independent Englifhmen. 

Refolved; That thejhahksofthis 
meeting be given to Sir Qeorge Sa- 
Vile, Sir Philip Jennings Clerke^ 
Mr. Dunning, Mr. Thomas Pitt,. 
Mr. Burke, and Mr T Crewe, for 
their feveral bills brought or moti- 
ons made in Parliament, and for 
"their flrenuous fepport of fhe caufe 
of the people, t ■ 

Refolved, That the thanks- of this 
meeting be given to the Chairman, 
for his diligence and attention, and 
for his rea£aeis to accept the chair: 
again. . i , ' ' 

^efplyed, That. this meeting be? 
adjourned, Jine die\ fubjedt td tho 
call of the Chairman. 

Dr. Parry, Chairman. 



NoTTlNGHABlSHIRECOMMITTEKi 

Southwell*, April %•}* 1780. 

Refolved, That the Rev. Edward 
Otter, the Rev. Robert Barker, the} 
Rev. George Hok, and Mr. Samuel 
Heywood, be added ft this Com-j 
iriittee. 

Refolved, That the (hanks of this 
Committee be . given to Edrrfwnd " 
Burke, Efo> for: the very judicious 
pl&n rrrop^fed.iy him in Parliament 
for reducing the unconstitutional in* 
rluence of the; Crown. 

Refolved, That the thanks of thk 
Committee be given to John Dun- 
ning, Efq. for his' matioA in;. Farliaw 
ment, that the influence of the crown 
nas increafed, i$ increajing, and 
ought to be diminifhe^d. As alio 
for having further moved, -that it is 
competent to the Moafe of Commons 
to examine into and to correct abufes 
in the expenditure of the civjl reve- 
nues, as well as in eve;y other branch 
X x 2 of 
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oT the public revenue, whenever it 
ihall appear expedient to the wifdom 
of that Houfe fo to do. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to Thomas Pitt, 
Efc[* for his motion in favour of the 
petitions, and that it is the duty of 
the Hbufe of Commons to attend the 
fame. . 

Refolved, That.thefe thanks be 
communicated by ;the Chairman to 
Edmund Burke, John Dunning, and 
Thomas Pitt, Efqrs. .. ■ . . 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to thofe Lords 
who voted in favour of the bill ex- 
cluding contractors from, the Houfe 
of Commons, and protefted agairift 
die rejection of the laid bill, 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to all thofe 
Members of the "Houfe of Commons 
who ,have, by their proceedings in 
parliament, pledged theinfelves as 
the friends of the people, and of 
the petitions in which the people are 
fo eflentially interefted. ... . 

Refolved, That the -public decla- 
ration lately made, that it could not 
be proved, that the petition of this 
county was figned by one hundred 
freeholders, and that the whole num- 
ber tjf freeholders in the county do a- 
mount to upward of 4000, appears to 
this Committee to contain auertions 
not founded in fait, and to have been 
evidently made with an intent to dtr 
predate the petition of this county, 
deceive Parliament, and miflead the 
people. 

Refolved, That the Secretary do 
forthwith tranfmit a copy of the fore- 
going refolution to Sir Richard Sut- 
ton, Hart. Counfel to the Board of 
Ordnance^ 

Refolved, That thefe refolutions 
bepubliflied in the Nottingham Jour- 
nal, and in two London papers. 

The nobility, clergy, gentlemen, 
and landholders, of the county of 
Notingham, are defired to meet at 



the Moot-Hall in Mansfield, on Fri- 
day the 19th of May next, agreeable 
to the adjournment at their lalft gene- 
ral meeting. 

And the Committee are fummoned 

to meet at the Swan Inn, Mansfield, 

at fix o'clock of the afternoon of 

Thurfday the 18th of May next. 

George Donston, Chairman. 



Nottingham, May 2, 1 780.. 
Constitutional Society. 

At a full meeting, the following 
refolutions were unanimoufly paffed, 
vi2. 

, That an equal reprefentatlon is 
the right of the people, and effential 
to the very idea of a reprefentatfve 
body. 

That annual Parliaments are the 
old constitutional ufage of Parlia- 
ment, the true law of the land, and 
the beft fecurity which can be fiir- 
nifhed for the virtuous condud of 
Parliament, and for its independ- 
ence on every power whatfoever, 
unlefs that of the people alone. 

That the prefent inequalities in 
the reprefentation of the people, "and 
the continuance of Parliaments be- 
yond a fingle feflion, are altogether 
a departure from, and a corruption 
of* the ufage and law of Parliament. 

That to recover Parliament to its 
conftitutional character by a more 
equal reprefentation, and the return 
of annual Parliaments is ho ro- 
mantic objeft, bu{ Worthy of a free 
•people to demand, as it is within 
their power to obtain, and is alone 
adequate to their wilhes. 

TJjat the holding any place, pen- 
sion, or contract., at the difpofal 0/ 
the Crown, unlefs perhaps in fome 
few ipftances, which may be expe- 
dient for the public bulinefs, and not 
dangerous to the public fafety, is ab- 
folutely incompatible with a feat in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

That itis unworthy of the people of 

England in their prefent ftate of dif- 

. content 
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tonferit and alarm, to defift 'from 
that vigorous but- legal profecution '. 
of the reform contained in the pre-, 
ceding refolves ; arid * that , every 
thing which is-eifentially fhort of 
this, .is. but a. mere temporary ex- 
pedient, not affording even the pra- 
mife of a permanent good tx> thefe 
kingdoms. 

That no candidate to reprefent 
the town of Nattinjgham, or any. 
county, town, or borough whatever 
in Parliament, who does not adopt 
the fentimeuts, and pledge himfelf 
by the honour of a man, and of a 
Briton, for the recovery of the rights 
of the people,, as expreiTed by the 
preceding refolves {or fo much of 
them as can be obtained) deferves, 
or fhall receive our vote or intereftin 
any application : for a feat in Par- 
liament. . 

That the above are our firm re- 
, iblves, We adopt the reform expreffed 
therein in all its extent ;. but if in 
all hs' extent it fhould .be impracti- 
cable, we will thankfully , receive fo 
much of it as can be procured, and 
join our fellow citizens in the pur- 
fuit of any part of fo defirable an 
objea, . 

That the thanks of this fociety be 
conveyed to Major Cartwright for his 
judicious and manly conduit in every 
thing which affects the liberties of 
thje people, and tl>at this fociety will 
fce happy to give him every exprcf- 
fidn . of their 'efteeih and gratitude 
wh;ch fhall be in their power. 

6. Haywood, Secretary. 

Ydrk-Ta<vern y May 3, 1 7 80. 

At a meeting of the Committee of 
Aflbciation of the county of York. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to the forty -one 
Lords who fupported the Contractors 
billon the 14th of April, and there- 
by fhewed their attention to the 
wifhes 6f the people, expreffed in 
their petitions to the Houfe of Com- 
jnpns. 



Refolved, That the reje&foh of* 
the above bill by the Houfe of Lords- 
(more efpecially is it appears that a 
majority of the hereditary Member* 1 
of that Houfe gave their votes in* 
fupport of it) is a clear proof of th* 
determination of hisMajefty's Mihi- 
fters to preferve, in its full extent^ 
that unconftitutional influence of the 
Crown, which the Houfe of Com- 
mons have declared ought to hare- 
been diminifhed, and to prevent that 
redrefs of the grievaritefof the peo^ " 
pie, which the Houfe of Common* 
have acknowledged it tp be their 
duty immediately and ej&ettually t& 
provide. , ; 

Refolved, That any Mfnifter whtt 
fhall prefume to advife hisMajefty to 
prorogue or difTolve Parliament, un-J 
til the Houfe of Commons Mil hav3 
fulfilled their promife to the peopUr 
of diminifhing the influence, and 
correcting the other abufes complain- 
edof in the petitions, is, and ought t& 
be confidered as an enemy to the li- 
berties of his country.- 

Refolved, That the thanks of IhU 
Committee be given to thofe Mem*- 
bers of the Houfe of Cohunons who 
voted in fupport of the Bill brought 
in by Mr, Crewe for preventing re-; 
venue officers from voting at any fu- 
ture election. 

Refolved, That thefoHowing gen* 
tlejnen be added to this Committee': 
Samuel Shore, Efq. Norton; John. 
Shore, Efq. Sheffield; T. kawlbn, 
Efq. Wardes-End; jackfon, Efq; 
Wath; J. Foljambe, Efq. Rother- 
ham; Jofeph , Clay, Efq. Bridge- 
Houfes; G. Woodhead, Efq. Shef- 
field; Sir John Ramfden* Bart. By- 
rom; Thomas i Sayei% Efq. Halifax; 
Rev. Mr. Cookfcn, MMeld; Philip 
Saltmarfhe v Efq-. Saltmarfhe; Tho- 
mas Leech, Efq. Bradford; Edmund 
Lodge, Efq. Willow-Hall; RichaM 
Milnes, Efq. Flotkton; Thomas 
Hays, Efq. Atflaby; Edward Worm- 
ley, Efq. Riccall; 'thmm Cotton* 
* f * Efq. 
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5*q, Heigh-Hall; William Barnes, 
£fq. Emfcy-Kirk. 

Referred, That the dunks of this 
Committee be given to thofe mem- 
bers of both Houfes of Parliament, 
who (forefeeiwg and forewarning 
their country of the confequences) 
fcave uniformly oppofed the coercion 
of America to unconditional fob- 
miflion ; and that they be intreated 
to oie their wifciom.in accompliflbing 
(and not defoairof effecting) a fpeedy 
re-nnkm with that country on bene- 
fcial, jnft, andhonouraWe terms, 

Eefolved, That it be recommenced 
|D the pre&nt Sub-Committee to 
prepare a plan for preventing the 
ftxpence of voters at elections. 
< Refolved, That the prefent Suit- 
Committee fhall have power to call a 
General Meeting of the freeholders 
of this county by advertifement as 
toon as the prefent Parliament fhall 
be diflblyed, without any previous 
jpeeting of this General Committee.- 
Jau£s NoactiFFE, Chairman, 

- ' Frem tb$ London Gazette* 
•jfdmhralty~Office r January 3, i^$o. 
' Captain MaHhall, of his Ma jetty's 
ftap 4 meza ^> arrived late Iait night 
fronv Captain Fielding, with an ac- 
count of his having fallen in with a 
fleet Of Dutch merchant mips, under 
convoy of the Admiral Count By- 
3and, with a fquadron of five fhips 
and frigates of war. 
? Captain Fielding defired permiflion 
to vifit the merchant (hips, which 
was reftifed. Upon fending his boats 
•io vifit them, they were fired at ; up- 
■cm which he fired a fhot a-head of the 
Dutch Admiral, who returned a 
broadfide; Captain Fielding did the 
Jike£ and then the Dutch immedi- 
ately (truck their colours. Such of 
the merchant (hips as had naval 
- ftores on board were ttopt ; and the 
•Dfotch Admiral was told, that he 
was at liberty to hoift his colours 
.and profecute his voyage.. He ac- 



cepted the former, and fainted, but 
declined the Utter; and is coming, 
with the fhips that were under hU 
convoy, to Spithead, 

■From the London Gazette. 
Admiralty-Office, Jan. 10, 1780, 

Captain Clerk, of his Majefty'a 
Hoop the Refolution, in a letter to 
Mr. Stephens, dated the 8th of June, 
1779, in the harbour of St. Peter 
and St. Patd, JLamfchatka, which 
was received yefterday, gives the me- 
lancholy account o£ the celebrated 
£apt. Cooke, late commander of* 
that Hoop, with four of his private 
mariners, having been killed on thej 
14th of February laft at the ifland of 
O'why'fio, one of a group of new* 
difcovered iflahds, in the 2 2d degree? 
of North Latitude, in an afiray with 
a numerous and tumultuous body of 
the natives. 

Captain Clerke adds, that he had 
received ertry friendly fupply from 
the Ruffian Government; and that 
as the companies of the Refolution 
and her confort theDifcovery were in 
perfect health, and the two floop* had 
twelve months ftores and provifions 
on board, he was preparing to makft 
another attempt to explore a nor- 
thern paflage to Europe. 

From /^/London Gazb.tte. 
Admiralty-Office, Jan. 22, 1780* 
Rear Admiral Parker, commander 
in chief of his Majefty's rtrips at the 
Leeward Iflands, in his letter to Mr* 
Stephens, dated at Barbadoes the 1 6th 
of October laft, has tranfmitted a lift 
of the prizes that had been taken by 
the fquadron under his command, 
of which the following fc a copy.— 
And Captain Keeler of the Acta?on» 
(one of the Rear-Admiral's fqua- 
dron) in a letter to Mr. Stephens, 
dated at St. Lucia the 29th of Octo- 
ber, relates, That being a few days 
before with the Cornwall, on a cruize 
off the Ifland of Martinique, they 
— ' faw 
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few two fall, the one in chafe of the 
other, the latter of which, by fignal 
from the former, was known to bean, 
enemy; that they flood athwart her 
in order to cut her ofr from the 
ifland ; and that foon afterwards fhe 
(buck to the Proferpine of 28 guns, 
(the frigate that was in purfuit of 
her) and proved to be the Alcmene, 
one of the Count d'Eftamg's fqua- 
dron, of 30 guns and 220 men, with- 
out a gun being fired on either 
fide. 

An Account of prizes tahn Ij the 
Jbips and weffels tmphyed at Bar- 
hadots and the Leeward ljland$ % 
under the command of Hmn Par- 
ker, Rear- Admiral of the Red* 
1779* Auguft 30. French Flute 
Le Compare bound from Martini- 
que, laden with fugar, 20 guns, 140 
men. 

September 22 and 23. . French 
fhip Le Prefident Le Berthun, from 
Bourdeaux to Cape Francois, with 
provifions, &c. 556 tons, 30 guns, 
160 men. ' 

Ditto. French ihip La Managere, 
from Bourdeaux to Cape Francois, 
with provifions, &c. 600 tons, 30 
guns, 160 men. 

Ditto. French fliip L'Hercule, 
from Bourdeaux to Cape Francois, 
with provifions, &c. 550 tons, 30 
guns, 160 men. 

Ditto. French fliipLeMarechalde 
BrifTac, from Bouraeaux to Cape 
Fran9ois, with provifions, &c. 400 
tons, 22 guns, 150 men. 

Ditto. French fhip Le Jufte, from 
Bourdeaux to Cape Francois, with 
provifions, &c. 200 tons, 10 guns, 
35 men. 

Ditto. French fhip La Cherie, from 
Bourdeaux to Cape Francois, with 
provifions, &c. i3o tons, 8 guns, 35 
men. 

Ditto. French fhip La Jeanne Hen- 
Kette, from Bourdeaux to Cape Fran- 
cois, with merchandize, 160 tons, 2 
guns, 30 men. 

September 14. French polacca Ca- 



tharine, from Marfeilles to Martini* 
que, with wine, oil, candles, &c# 
100 tons, 4 guns, 27 men, 

Sept. 22 and 23. French fchoon- 
er La Lezarde, from Martinique to 
Bourdeaux, with fugar, cocoa" and 
coffee,- 50 tons, 12 men. 

Ditto. American fchoOner Count 
d'Eftaing, from New London to Mar- 
tinique, with lumber, &c 90 tons, 
22 men. 

September 25. French fhip Chan* 
vigny, from Cayenne to Cape Fran- 
cci*, with* firewood, brick, &c. 550 
tons, 18 guns 5* men. 

Ditto, French fnow St. Jaque,fronfc 
Cayenne to Cape Francois, with fire- 
wood, brick, &c. 250 tons, 18 guns^ 
40 men. 

September 8. American fchooner 
Sally, from Marblehead to Gauda- 
loupe, with lumber, 60 tons, 6 men, 

September 16. American fchooner 
Nancy, *from Salem to Gaudaloupe, 
with fifh and lumber, 40 tons, 5 
men. 

September 29. American brigFair, 
from Charles Town to St. Martin's, 
with rice and tobacco, 120 tons, 15 
men. 

Admiralty-Office* Jan. 22, 1780. - 

Rear Admiral Gambier, in his let* 
ter to Mr. Stephens, dated at Ply- 
mouth, the 19th in ft. gives an ac- 
count of the arrival of Mr. William 
Jones, matter's mate of the Pearl, in 
the Amifta Spanilh prize, by whom 
he learns, that on the 7th inft. Ad- 
miral Sir George Rodney, with the 
fleet under his command, in lat. 42, 
9. long. 12. 28. fell in with a Spa- 
nish fleet of nineteen tranfports front 
Bilboa, bound to Cadiz, laden with 
provifions and naval ftores, under 
the convoy of a 64 gun fhip and five 
frigates ; the whole of which, except- 
ing one tranfport, he took; that they 
are now on their way to England, 
under proper convoy ; that the 
veflel which he has brought in has 
cables of 24 inches, and all forts of 
cordage on board ; and that the fri- 
gates 
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jgates aHQ a«? chiefly laden with 

cordage. 

Extrad of a leturfrom Capt* Good- 

- ALL, of his Majeftfs jh/p Valiant, 

• *p Mf.STSPHENS, <•«/***/ S/.£fc- 

kn's 9 Jan,. la, 1780. 

The Seaforth arrived here laft 
night, and brought in with her the 
two following Dutch galliots, bur- 
then about one hundred and eighty 
tons each, frrft from Hamburgh, and 
laft from the Texel, for Breft. 

De Jaffrow Anna, Garben Ages, 
mailer, faden with fhips knees, ftand- 
ards, Sec, and 15886ID. of copper in 
fceets, for fheathing. 
. Le Vrow Catharine, Peter Hanfen, 
jnafter, from the fame place to Breft, 
and with a fimilar cargo. They are 
fcoth fent into Spithead. 



• Frw ^London Gazette. 
Admiralty -Office* Feb. 12. 1780. 

Captain Thompfon, of his Ma- 
jefty's fhip the America, arrived late 
laft night with a letter from Admiral 
Sir George Brydges Rodney to Mr. 
Stephens, of which the following is a 
copy : 
Sandwich, at Sea, January 9, 1 780, 

latitude 41. 42. longitude 14. 25 1 

Cape Ftnijlerre £. A'. E. 76 leagues. 
Sir, 

Yefterday, at day-fight, the fqua- 
dxon of his Majefty's fhips under my 
command defcried twenty^wo fail iii 
the north-eafl quarter ; we immedi- 
ately gave chace, and in a few hours 
the whole fleet were taken. 

They proved to be a Spanifli con- 
voy which failed from St. Sebaftian's 
the ift of January, and were under 
the protection of feven fhips and vef- 
■feh of war belonging to the royal 
company of Carraccas, viz. 

The G uipufcoano, of 64 guns and 
550 men. 

The San Carlos, of 32 guns and 
200 men. 

The San Rafael, of 30 guns and 
*55 men. 



The Santa Terete, of 28 guns and 
150 men. » 

The San Bruno, of 26 guns and 
140 men. ^ 

The Corbetta San Fermin, of 16 
guns and 60 men. 

The San Vicente, of 10 guns and 
40 men. 

Part of the convoy was loaded with 
naval ftores and provifions for the 
Spanifh mips of war at t Cadiz ; the 
reft with bale goods t>ek>nging to the 
royal company. 

Tfcofe loaded with naval ftores and 
bale goods I mail immediately dif- 
patch for England, under the con- 
voy qf his Majefty's fhips the Ameri- 
ca and Pearl ; thofe lo.aded with pro- 
viftons I ihall carry to Gibraltar, for 
which place I am now fleering ; an4 
haye not a dpub$ hut the fervice I am 
fent upon there will be fpeedily ef- 
fected. 

You will likewifc pleafe to ac- 
quaint their Lordfhips, that as I 
thought it highly neceflary to fend a 
64 gun fhip to protect fo valuable a 
convoy, I have comrnMSoned, officer- 
ed and manned the Spanifh fhip of 
war of the fame rate, and named her 
the Prince William, in refpeft to his 
Royal Highnefs, in whofe prefence 
flic had the honour to be taken. She 
has been. launched only fix months, is 
compieatly fitted for war, and much 
larger thin the Bienfaifant, Capt. 
Macbride, to whom fhe ftruck. 

I beg leave to congratulate th$ir 
Lordfhips on this event, which muft 
greatly diftrefs the e,nemy, who I am 
well informed are in much want of 
provifions and naval ftores. 

I have the honour to be, 
With great regard, Sir, 
Your moil obedient. 
And mod humble fervant, 

G. B. Rodney. 
ttjl of Merchant Shift under convey 

fif the armed Ships mentioned in the 

foregoing Letter. 
Noftra Senora o!e L'Ores, laden with 

flour. a- - 

San 
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$an Francifco, with ditto. 

La Conceptionc, with ditto and 
wheat. 

San Nicholas, with wheat. 

San Jeroaemo, with. ditto. 

Divina Providentia, with flouf. 

San Gibilan, with ditto* 

San Pacora, with ditto. 

San Lauren, with French wheat. 

La Providentia, with flour and 
wheat. 

La Belona, with flour. 

Efperanza, with French ditto. ' 

Le Cidada de Mercia, with naval 
ftores. , 

Le Armiftad, with ditto. 

San Michael, with anchors and ca- 
bles. 

Le Fregatte de Bilboa, with tobacco. 
St. Jamti V, Ftb. 12. 
Letters received this day from Mr. 

Fitz-Herbert, his Majefty's Refident 

at Bruflels, bring a confirmation of 

the fignal fuccefs of his Majefty's 
fleet under the command of Admiral 

Sir George Rodney, on the 16th of 
laft month, near the Straits Mouth. 

The SpanUh fquadron, command- 
ed by Don Juan de Langara, made 
a running fight, the circumstances of 
which are not yet particularly known. 
That fquadron confifted of eleven fail 
of the line, three of which, the St. 
Genaro, St. Jufto, and Minorca, fe- 
parated before the engagement ; the 
San Juliano, San Eugenio, SanAu- 
guftino, and San Lorenzo, are arriv- 
ed at Cadiz in a very mattered condi- 
tion ; the San Domingo blew up 
during the action ; and the PEoenix, 
Frincefla, and Diligent, were taken. 
The Phoenix is an eighty gun ihip j 
all the others feventy. 

From /£i London Gazbtte. 
' Admirahy~Qjfict t Ftb. 28, 1780. 

Captain Edward Thompfon, of his 
* Majefty's fhip Hyaena, arrived early 
this morning from Gibraltar, with 
difpatches from Admiral Sir George 
Brydges Rodney, of which the foU 
lowing are copies and extracts; 

Vol. IX, 



Sandwich, Gibraltar Bay. Jan. zj K 

1780. 
[Duplicate, the original of which it 
not yet arrived '.1 
Sir, 
It is with the higheft fatisfa&ion I 
can congratulate their Lord mips on r 
fignal victory obtained by his Ma- 
jefty's mips untier my command, 
over the Spanifh fijuadron command- 
ed by Don Tuan Langara, wherein 
the Spanifh Admiral and the greateft 
part of his fquadron were either taken 
or deftroyed. 

Having received repeated intelli- 
gence of a Spanim fquadron, faid to 
confift of fourteen fail of the line, 
cruizing off Cape St. Vincent, I gave 
notice to^ll the Captains, upon my 
approaching the faid Cape, to pre- 
pare Ihr battle ; and having parted it 
on the i6thin the mdrning with the* 
whole convoy, at one P.M. the Cape 
then bearing north four leagues, the 
Bedford made the fignal for feeing a 
fleet in the S. E. quarter; limme- , 
diately made a fignal for the line of 
battle a-breaft, and hore down upon 
them j but before that could be well 
effected, I perceived the enemy were 
endeavouring to form a line of battle 
a-head upon the ftarboard tack ; and 
as the day was far advanced, and un- 
willing to delay the action, at two 
P. M. I hauled down the fignal for a 
line of battle a-breaft,. and made the 
fignal for a general chace, to engage 
as the mips came up by rotation, and 
to take the lee-gage, in order to pre* 
vent the enemy's retreat into their 
own ports. 

At four P. M. perceiving the head-* 
moft mips very near the enemy, I 
made the general fignal to engage and 
dofe j in a few minutes the four head- 
moft (hips began the action, which 
Was returned with great brifltnefs by 
the enemy. At forty minutes paft 
four, one of the enemy's line of Bat- 
tle mips blew up, with a dreadful 
explofion ; every perfcn perifhed. At 
fix P. M, one or the Spanifh flaps 
Yy ftrucfc. 
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ftruck. The action and purfuit con- 
tinued with a constant fire till two- 
o'clock in the morning, at which time 
the Monarca, the headmoft of all the- 
enerayV (hips, having iiruck te the 
Sandwich, after receiving one broad- 
fide, and all .firing having ceafed, I 
made the fignal, and brought to. ., 
, The weather, during the night/ 
was at times vcrv Tempeftuous, with 
agivat fea, which rendered it' diffi- 
cult to. take pofleffion of, and ihift 
the prifoners of thofe (hips that had 
furrenderedtohis Majefty's arms.-— 
It continued very bad weather the, 
next day, when the Royal George, 
Prince George, Sandwich, and feve.-. 
jral other mips, were in gre* danger, 
and under the neceflity of making fail 
to avoid the ihoals off St. Lucar j nor 
did they get into deep water till ^ the 
next mornings when, having joined 
the convoy, and made Cape Spartel, 
I difpatched two frigates to Tangier, 
to acquaint his Maielty's Conful with 
our fuccefs, that Great Britain wai 
again miftref* of the Straits, and de- 
firing him to haften a fupply of frefli 
provxlions for the garrifon.— At fun- 
fet we entered the Gut. 

The gallant behaviour of the Ad- 
mirals, Captains, officers and men, 
I had the honour to command, was 
remarkably confokuous; — They 
itemed actuated with the fame fpirit, 
and were anxlouily eager to exert 
themfelves with the utmoU zeal tq 
ierve his Majeily, and to humble the 
pride of his enemies, ^may venture 
to affirm, though the enemy made a 
galbtfrt defence, that had the wea- 
ther proved but even moderate, or 
had .the action happened in the day, 
net one of their fquadron had cfcaped. 
. Inclofed I fend a Hit of-thc Spaniih 
fquadron, as likewifecfhis Majefty's 
' ihips, with the damage they received. 
I have the honcmr to be^ 
With great regard, Sir, 
Your moft obedient and 
Moll humtjle fervant, 
Geo. Bkydgbs Rqj>nsv. 
'Philip Stephens, Efi. - '" - 



A Vft of the Spanijk Fleet unfit tU 
command of Don Juan de Langarm^ 
[Duplicate.] 
Phoenix.— Don Juan de Langara, 
Admiral, Don Francifco Malgarefo, . 
Captain, 80 guns, 700 men r taken 
and brought into Gibraltar. 

San Auguftin. — DoriVtzenteDos, 
oommander, 70jjuns, 600 men, cf- 
caped. 

San Genaro. — Don Felix Terado, 
commander, 70 guns, 600 men/ ef- 
eaped. 

* San Judo.-— Don Jofef, comman- 
der, 70 guns, 600 men, efcaped, ve- 
ry much damaged. 

San Larenzo.— Don Juan de A- 
raoz, commander, 70 guns, 600 men, 
efcaped, very much damaged. 

San Julian.-— Marques de Medina, 
commander, 70 guns, 600 men, ta* 
ken, the officers (nifted, and a Lieu- 
tenant with 70 feamen put on board, 
afterwards -went on {hore. 

San Eugenic— Don Antonio Du- 
monte, commander, 70 guns, 600 
men, taken, the officers fnifted, 1 bvt 
drove a-fhore on the Breakers, and 
loft. 

Monarca.— Don Antonio Oyar- 
vide, commander, 70 guns, 600 men, 
taken, and brought into Gibraltar. 

Princefia. — Don Manuel de Leon, 
commander, 70 guns, 600 men, taken, 
und brought into Gibraltar. 

Diligente. — Don Antonio Abor- 
noz, commander, 70 guns, 600 men, 
taken, and brought into Gibraltar; 

San Domingo . — foon Igriacio Men- 
dezable, commander, 70 guns, 60* 
tnen, blown up in action. 

Sta.'Getradie. — Don AnibaiCaA 
foni, commander, 26 j guns, 250 men, 
efcaped. 

St. Rofalia.— Don Antonio Onega, 
commander, % % guns, 250 men, ef- 
capedv 

G. B, Rqon&t* 
Rcturnof the hilled and wounded, £sV. 

[Duplicate.] 
Ships Names. Killed. Wounded* 
Sandwich — — * 

Prince George 1 3 

Royal 
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Skips Names.. £iljed. 
Royal George — — 

Refolution ' — r— 

Bedford 3 9 : 

Jtfontagu — — 

Marlborough ■*• — 

Ajax «— .* 6 Fore 

top mall fhot away, 4 guns dif- 

mounted. 
Alfred ■ — — ' 

Defence ., io 21 Mafts 

and yards much damaged. 
Edgstr 6 

Cumberland — * 

Culloden — 

Invincible 3 

^lonarch . 3 

top maft fhot away. 
Terrible 6 
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Fore 



top ffkllant maft fhot away. 

* top mafl fhot away. 
Blenfaifant 
zen top mall fhot away. 
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Return of Officers killed. 
Lieut. Charley Henry Strachan* 
marines, Edgar. 

Retmrn of Officers wounded* 
Lieut. Forreft, ^jax, fince dead. 
Lieut. Forbes, Edgar. 
Mailer of the Terrible. 

G. B. Rodney. 
Extract of a letter from Sir George 
Biydces Rodney to Mr* Ste- 
phens, dated on beard the Sand- 



< HI } 

Wounded, notice to tbe g^rrifon of our op- 
— broach. The weather proved very 

Dad,, and the current fo flrong, that 
moll of Ae fleet were drove to the 
back of the rock. The Sandwlctf 
and many of the (hips did not arrive 
in the Bay fill yefterday. All the; 
tranfports *nd victuallers are unload- : 
ing, and every difpatch mail be ufe4 
to pat hi» Majefry's future commands 
into execution. - 

ExtraS of a letter from Sir Gcoacs 
Brydces Rodney fo Mr. Ste- 
phens, dated Gibraltar-bay 9 4/f 
of February , I780. 
As the wind continued to blow 
hard weflerly, I thought it forward- 
ing his Majefry's fervice to make fure 
ofthe cdnvoy'a arriving fafe at Mi- 
norca, by fending ' fhree'eopper-bot- 
tom (hips of the Tine to fee them ia 
fafety off that Aland, where I am fure 
they mufl have arrived before this 
time, as the wind has continued to 
blow hard weflerly evir fince they 
failed. ' ' 

Sandwich, Gibrah'ar-bay, Feb* 7, 
1780. 
Sin, 
. I mufl defire you will pleafe to ao 
quaint their Lordfhips, that every at- 
tention pofTible has been paid to the 
Spanifh Admiral and his officers j 
they are all extremely defirous of re- 
turning to Spain upon their parole of 
honour ; but as I am informed that a 
great number of his Majefly's fubjecls 
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fiyicby Gibraltar-bay? the zS/h of are now prffoners in Spain, I hajae 
January, 1 7 80 . ' . declined giving them 'an afFuraace till 

[Duplicate, the original jif which is the BritiJh ftfbje&s are Veleafed '; and 



not yet arrived*] 
,Since my letter of yefterday, giv- 
ing their Lordfhips an account of the 
action with the enemy's ^ftjuadron, 
and my entering the Gut with the 
fleet arid convoy at fun-fet on the 
1 8th, I mufl defire you will pleafe to 
acquaint them, that having .no per- 
fon on board the Sandwich requaint* 
ed with the Bay of Qibr.iltar, I or- 
dered Rear Admiral Dighy to lead in, 
^anjj fent two frigates a-head to give 



Tiaving received yeflerday, by the 
Shrewfbury from Lifbon, a letter frbrtt 
hjs Majefty's Conful Gfencral in 'Por- 
tugal, acquainting me, that he hai 
releafed 626 Spanifh prifonerS j and 
though frequent promifes had/ been, 
made, he *had not as yet received onfr 
in return.- This letter from Sir John 
Hort has confirmed me in the refblu* 
tion I ha;} before taken, not io re* 
any prifoners, (nrt upon the Spa- 
Is' dejiverinft up all f the pritilh 
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fnbjeffc at present in Spain, and then 
only man for man, 

However graiifytij^ or convenient 
tt may prove to individuals* the great 
and general Imeof hoftiiUy is never to 
l>o /argot : in vain we may fconqper, 
if unconditional promtflbry notes can 
forthwith rut new arms into the ene- 
ray's hands, and they openly avail 
tfiemfehes of the Bririfh gerierriftty, 
Without making a juft return, and 
detain the Britifh, fcamen in their pfi- 
tons. ._ 

*Tlih great anxiety of the SparUfti 
£d*niral and hjs officers to return, 
is fuch, and, their affurances that* my 
officers and feamen, that had board- 
ed their mips, ; arid were forced qii 
Ihore near Cad«, ftiould be forth- 
with re/bred, ; ai Hk'ewife all other; 
Britifh fubje£ts having been delayed 
upon frivolous pretences, I fent this 
morning the note I have the honour 
to inclofe for their Lordihips perufal 
to the Spanifh Admiral, and have' not 
adoubtbut it will touch -their feet- 
ings, arid convince them that no de- 
lay muft be made, 

I natter- myfelf that I fhall have 
their Lordihips approbation in' my 
Endeavours to releafe a thoufand goo4 
Jfeamen, who may do confiderable fer- 
Vice to their. King and country. 
.. lam, Sir, with great regard, 
Your moft obedient and 
moft humble fervant, ^ ' 
; G. B. RodheV- 

'Ptitip $upb*uu Efy. 

\ Gibraltar, Fib. 6, 1780. ,". 
" . Admiral Rodney prefents his com* 
jllmehjs to St. Pen Juan de Langa r 
ra, and will have great pleafure in 
complying with his deiire relative to 
the releafe of the three friars belong- 
ing to Capuchin's miffion, for the 
province of Cumanna, if thofe friars 
are in the fleet. 
' The Admiral, whofe inclination 
is ever %o alleviate the misfortunes of 
war, by mewing every refpecl and 
attention to thofe brave >men who 
J^ave done tljeir duty to their King 



and country, is under the neceflity 
of informing St. Don Jnan de Lan- 
gara, that die releafe of hrmfelf and 
the spanifh officers intirely depends 
upon Spain's immediately releafing 
all the Britim prtToners now in her 
power. And an equal number of 
pVlfoners- will be returned for thofe 
fent by Spain. 

- Humanity obliges the Admiral to 
offer thofe prifoners who are now 
fick, if they maybe received by the 
Spanim General ; but this fhall be 
the lafttime unlefs an exchange takes 
place. ' " 

-Dorr Juan deiLangara. prefents hit 
relpects to his * Excellency Admiral 
R'Odney; and returns thanks for his 
offer of releafing the three *«eccle- 
fiaftics, whofe Prefident's memorial 
was tranfmitted to him. 

Re obferves what his Excellency 
fays refpecUng the >Spanifh officer* 
releafe ; alio what relates to the fick, 
on which fubjecT he can only inform 
his Excellency, (as he has done be- 
fore through Admiral Digby) that 
he has written to Spain, communi- 
cating what was imparted to him by 
that gentleman, and believes he will 
very fhortly have an anfwer, of which 
he will give notice to his Excellency; 

The Spanifh General again repeati 
his refpe&s to his Excellency Admi- 
ral Rodney. 

Gibraltar , Feb. 6, 1780. 
ExtraS of a tetter from Sir George 

Bar dges ^Rodney to the Earl of 

Sandwich, dated Gibraltar-bay, 

I have the fincere fatisfa&ion to af- 
Aire your I<ordfhip, that the five Spa- 
nifh men of war are as fine fhips as 
ever fwam ; they are now compleat- 
ly r^fitxec}, manned, and put in the 
line of battle, and I will anfwer for 
them Will do tjieir duty as EnglHh 
men cf war, ijjould {He enemy give 
therh an opportunity, 

S/. James's, Feb. a8. 

The Right Hon. General Ellfct, 
Govcrnqf 
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Governor of <JibrakA\ in a letter ta 
the Earfof Hillfborongh; dated Ja- 
nuary zU, 1780, and received early 
this morning, give^ an account, that 
the additional regiment, together 
with the feveral 'ftores of provifions, 
ammunition, and- money* convoyed 
by the fleet under the command of 
Admiral Sir Georgfe-Brydges Rod- 
nejv were then landing with all ex--' 
Sedition ; by which* thS garrifon wil? 
be compleatly relieved, and that for-* 
trefs ptrt in aftatebf perfect fecurity 
from the enemy/ 

A friend of Capt. Macbride's fub- 
. life 1 d the following interefiing papers. 
In confequence bf the iignal' fot 
the general chaee, f>ri ; tne everting of 
the 16th, about fbor o'clock got 
within reach of the- ftern-chace guns 
cf the enemy, which they plyed a4 
we advanced, but' to little effeel; Ai 
a duarter before five, being then about 
half a cable diftant from one of them, 
fhe began with her quarter guris up- 
on our bow; by fome accident took 
fire, and inftantly blew up. Had 
this awful event taken place a few 
minutes later, we muft have ihared 
her fate ; it wasimpoffible to avoid the 
wreck, great part falling athwart us, 
but we faffed through it without any 
damage. Many fmall pieces fell on 
board, which wounded three men. 
The fails apd rigging being wet with 
the rain* and at the inftant a mower, 
it .prevented . the* fiery rnatter that 
hung upon them taking effect. The. 
fea was fo agitated that it fiHed the 
decks with water ; as the fhip failed 
into the chaos at the rate of nine 
knots an hour, it was impoflible to 
diftingui/h if any of the unfortunate 
were upon the wreck. The afore- 
mentioned (hip was the St* Domingo, 
ef 70 guns and 600 men. Continu- 
ed the purfuit, and between eight 
and nine, came up with one of the 
enemy's ftjips $hat had been engaged 
With the Defence*. F£und her mizen 
fA& gone and nre.fack. Upon re- 



ceiving two of .Arce fires from tfa, 
the main top mauVwent jover the fide. 
Our mizen top ma-ft being ihot away,v 
and rigging dut, the fhip fell oJFamk 
pafled her, got her round again, anjcfc 
clofed her as foon as poffible. Ad- 
vancing to her in a pofition in which 
we might have been much annoyed,: 
was furprifced at receiving no £rec 
I keptours and hailed her; our head* 
being different ways, paffed eacJt 
Other before we could get any reply< 
When got routtd to her again, an,<| 
hailed her, I was anfwercd that the 
Admiral did not intend to fight any* 
more. I ordered them to haul dowa 
their enfign, and that I ihoufcd fertd a 
boat on 'board, which was dpne ^ it 
returned with Don Francifco Mel- 
garys, her Capitain, from whom I 
found it Was the Phoenix, of So 
•guns, and^oo men. Don Juan.dft 
Langara, the Commander in Chiefs 
having his flag on board; was wound-! 
ed* What has been their real loft 
have not yet been' able to lear»< 
During the night theweather grew 
wbt>fe ; when day broke, the condi- 
tion of fo large a fhip a perf ft 
wreck, no other fhip in £ght f and a 
gale of wind, I felt myfelf in a very 
interefting fituation ; with great 
rifque I got about 100 men on board. 
The gale encreafing, was obliged to 
lay to for the day and night; In thej 
morning it moderated io that boats 
could pafs ; bat having the fmall* 
pox on board the Bien/aifant, and 
near 700'prifoners on board the Phav 
nix, I was unwilling to introduce ait 
infection among them, which induce^ 
me to make the propofal whiqji w 
enclofed- to Admiral Langara ; it wai' 
accepted with thanks,, and executed' 
with the utmoft delicacy. Their 
con duel convinced me that my ideas 
of the honour of the SpaniA officers 
Were well founded ; for, after the ; 
matter, was fettled, they'aiftfted in, 
refitting and navigating the Ihip to 
Gibraltar* bar. »/ 

Bjenfaif^nt k 
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Biemfmr/anty afSm, J*n. 18,4780. 
** The £matL-pax being on board 
of his MajeftyVitep-Bkufkifam Yof 
a malignant kind) the feelings or a> 
Iritiih officer cannot allow him. tty 
introduce .an inflection even amongtt 
kis enemies. From this oonfidera- 
tion, and the very, gallant defence 
made by Admiral Langara, and hk 
rtfccers. Captain Macbrw confents 
that neither officers nor men mall be 
removed fronrthe Phoenix, taken fey 
Ids Britannic Mayfly's fhtpsDe/enc^ 
and Bienfaifant.* Admiral Langara. 
being refponfible for the conduct of 
XH officer* awl men r and in >gde 
that we faU in with any Spanifh or 
French fop* of war, he will npt fuf- 
ier Lieutenant Thomas LouU, hia 
officer, to be interupted in conduct- 
ing and defending the Hup to the lad 
extremity, agreeable to his orders. 
And if, meeting with faperior- force, 
dbe feip ik>u1d be wakfin, and the 
Bieiifaifent %hi her way clear, Ad- 
miral Bon Juan de Langatt, his 
•fficers and men, are to hold >th«m-t 
J&veti prifoners of war to ■ Captain 
Macbride, npon their parole. of ho- 
noar (which he- ia .confident with 
Spantfh officers is ever/acred.) Like* 
wife, if the Bienfaifent fhould be 
taken, and the Phoenix efcape, the 
Admiral Don Juan de Langara, his 
officers, &c. will no longer be prir 
fcmers, bat iiteed immediately. In 
ihort, they are to' foJlow the fate^of 
the Bienfaifent. Signed 

. - ' foHN.MACBRmE. 

jtf AX I&. D* LaKCARA.'J 

Frem /VLokdon Gazitti. 
Admiralty-Office, Fib. a6. 
Vice-Adrtiral Arbnthnot, comman- 
der in Chief of his Majefcy'* mips in 
North America, hath in his letter to 
Mr. Stephens, dated Sandy Hpolc, 
December 17, 1779*. transmitted a 
M of captures and recaptures made 
by the fquadron under his command, 
of which the following i« a topy, 
viz. * v 



AUfi *f the caf tires end re-e*f>tur& 

- made by hie Mqjefty** Jbip: ancNjtj* 

ef<war, under the command of Fice- 

Admiral Arbuibnit ', and condemned 

in the VUe-Admirulty Court ef New 

Ifrx, between the z^tb day 0/ Ju- 

* gufl**d totb of November y 1779- 

: By the Virginia. Brjig Mars, Jo- 

feph EUingwood matter, taken of 

George's Bank, bound from Beverky 

to Cape Francois, laden with tobacca* 

andftaves. 

By ditto, frig Betfey, William 
Thomas matter, off Cane Arm, from 
Salem to Hifnaninla, with lumber and 

By the Camilla.. Brig Chance, 
John. M 'Kay, matter, taken out of 
Cape Cod, from St. Euflatia to Con* 
ne&icnt, with felt. ", 

By the Galatea* Schooner Fly, 
ftenuey matter* taken off Cape Cod, 
fro^v Newbury, with lumber and 

!&> . ,-;."' 

By the Daphne; Armed Schooner 
General Maxwell, Mofes Griffin, jna- 
fcer, taken near Sandy Hook, bn a 
cruize. 

By the Galatea. Schoqnex Hawke, 
Enoch Thomas matter, taken near 
Cape Cod, from Botton to Martinico, 
with fifti and lumber* 

^y the Daphne. Armed Schooner 
iCTpde&y, John Catton matter* taken 
near -Sandy Hook on a cruize, 
, By the Galatea. Ship London, 
(recapture) taken near vape Arm f 
with rum and fugar, ,. 

§y the Virginia. t Name of fhip; 
and matter unknown*, ta^'en. off Cape, 
ppd, with provifioni. 

%diu;o. Schooner Botton* Wil- 
Ham Cooper mailer, taken off Cape 
Cod, from North Carolina to Botton, 
with tar and turpentine. 

By the Roebuck. SnowLe Jucne 
Francois, taken off Newfoundland 
with fugar, cotton and coffee. 

By the Renown. Armed Shipi . 
Unity, Jer. Pearfon matter, taken 36 
N : from Newbury to St. Croix, witj> 
rum, fait, cotton, tea, Arc. 

I* 
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"TBy the Delaware! Armed Sloop 
Harlequin, JofephHurdmafter, taken 
lii lat. 37 40. N. on a cruise. 

By the Perfeus. Schooner* Peggy, 
John Francis Brechard, mafter, taken 
45 leagues frorh Cape Henry, from 
Baltimore to Bayenne, with-lutrfter. '< 

By ditto. Armed Ship America, 
(recapture) Anthony Shoemaker, ma^ 
fter, taken off the Cape of Virgin*!*.' 

BytheSolebayV Ship Badger, ^re- 
capture) taken on the high feas, a 
tranfport with Heflian troops. 

By the Roebuck. Schooner -Orient. 

By ditto. Armed Stoop Revenge.' 

By the Galatea. Armed Brig Sa^ 
ratoga, James Munro, mafter, taken 
on the high feas on a cruize. 

By the Solebay. PblacrePateflne, 

ieanLewis Gnirard, mafter, taken in 
appahonnock rhfer, with tbbatco. ( 
w By the Daphne. I,; Atmed Schooner 
Eagle, David Brooks mafter, taken in 
lat. 36. 10. N. on^a cruize.' 
By ditto. Schooner Nancy. 
By a fhip commanded by Andrew 

Barclay Efq. Brig Sally, Blandtf 

mafter. 

MaRIOT AUBtTTHNOT. ' 

Europe, Sandy-Hock 
Dec. 16, 1779. 

FroM the Londow Gaxitte, 

Admiralty-Office y March 4, 1780. •'■ 
* Captain Robert Sutton, Jatexom- 
mander of his Majefty*s fhip 'the 
Sphynx/ arrived on the iff inftant 
from the Leeward Iflands, with dif. 
patches from Rear v Admiral Hyde 
Parker to Mr. Stephens, of which the 
following are extract* and copies \ 
ExtraQ of a letter from Riar Admirml 

HypeParker /*JWt.Stephens; 

dated Prinee/s Royal, Gros Ijlct Bay, 

St. Lucia, Dee. 9, 1779. 
[Duplicate, of nvbicb the original is 
not yet received.] 

My Iaft to you, of the 6th of Octo- 
ber, acquainted you with my arrival 
at Barbadocs, with the fquadron of 
his Majefty's fhips under my com- 
mand. 
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OnTMgsfths'of Oaober theAtel 
on and Proferpine came into Car- 
lifle bay, with the Alcmene frigate* 
of 28 guns, commanded by Captain 
de Bonneval : fhe was chafed by fe*. 
veral flaps, but ftruck to the Profcr- 
pine. From the capture of this fhip 
1 firft learned with certainty, that the 
&>unt d'Eftaing- was gone with all 
his fleet to America. 

Inclofed I fend a lift of 
taktfn fince my Iaft. 
Am aeecnttt o/prixts taken itj his Ma- 
jeflfs fyuadrtn under my covwtawt, 
■ Jtnct my laft. 

1779. Aug. 50. By the Boreas, 
after a froart engagement of to mi- 
nutes, in which the Boreas had 4 
men killed, antr y wounded. French 
flute Le Compafe, 20 guns, 140 men* 
from Martinique, laden, with fugar. 

Sept. 8. By the Rover floop. 
American fchooner Sally, 60 tons, 6 
guns, <> men, from, Marblehead to 
Guadaloupe, with lumber. 
'•■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ 16; By ditto. American 
fchooner Nancy, 40 tons, 5 guns, 5 
men, from Salem to Gaudaloupe, with 
Am a*nd lumber* 

■■ 16. Proferpine.AFrendv 

-floop, from Grenada to Eutlathis, 
With runty fugar, and coffee. x 

1 ' '17. By ditto. French floop 
St, Vincent's, from Dominique to 
Euftarius, with rum, fugar and coffee. 
' 20. By ditto. Spanifh 
fchooner Seignora Socana, from Bar- 
celona to EuftatJus, withproviiions. 

•81. Byditto. SchoonerMa- 
ria Magdalena, from Margarita to 
Martinique, with fcftv 
- ■ 29. By the Surprize floop. 

American brig Fair, 120 tons, 15 
men, frotn'CharIes T Town to St. Mar- 
tin's, with rice and tobacco. 

Oft. 'id Py the Proferpine. French 
floop Liberty, from Grenada to Mar- 
tinique, with bottles. 

— ^~— ^ By ditto. French floop 
Alexandei , from Grenada to Euftarius^ 
withj-um, tugit, and coffee. 

.. ■ ' ' 7. By diuo. French floop 

Le 
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Le Superbe, from* Euftatius- to Gau- 
dajoupe, with bale, goods, wine and 
provisions. : \ ,, _.> 

Oct. 29. By the Surprize and 
Rover. French ihip. St; Jean, from 
Cape Francois to Old France, with 
tugar coffee and cotton, 

2-1. By the Adfceon, Profr 

erpine, and Cornwall. French Mr 

J 'ate Alcmene, 28 guns, 200 men> 
rem St, -Domingo to Old France, 

29. BytheDealCaftleand 

Barbadoes. A French iloop with na- 



yal ftores, &c. 

• 29. By 



ditto. A French 



Jloop, with fugar and coffee, 

' 29. By the Prefton. t An 

American floop, with tobacco, &c* <* 
Dec. i. By the Boreas. Fre»ch 
ihip Conquereur, from Marseilles t» 
Martinique, with, fundries, provk 
iions, &c. 

. ' ■ 1 . By ditto. French po4~ 
•acre Lovely Ma/ia, from ^War feiUes 
to Martinique, &c. 
Extras of a Letter fr$m Rear •vdwural 

HYDEPARKBR,/tfMr.StBrH**S > 

dated Princeft R<$at> Grefs JJUt 
Bay , St. Lucia, December 23, lj?$> 
Captain Sutton not having yet left 
the fquadron, gives me an opportu- 
nity to add a fupplemerit to my leu 
ler of the 9th inftant, and to deure 
you will inform their Lordfhips, that 
on the 1 8th .inftant, between eight 
and nine in the morning, the Pref- 
ton being between Martinico and Su 
Lucia, to windward, made the fig r 
nal for a fleet ; which was no fooner 
dobferved on board the Princefs Royal, 
than a fignal was thrown out for the 
4hips under my command to flip their 
cables, and to chace to windward. 
The Captains were then aflembled 
at a court martial ; and as the Ihips 
were, in a courfe of fitting, fome Jay 
on the heel, others had their fails- urT* 
bent, and from all of them great nam* 
bers were employed onthore in wood- 
ing 1 , and watering. *Under thefe cir- 
cumftances the alertnefs anddifpatch 
with which the ihip* put to tea, was 



fcrprizmg even to me* who am :d*o 
ffranger to the.adivity and brifknefs 
of the Sngliii officers aedieamen. As 
the fquadron flood over for Port Royal, 
the enemy's ihip were discovered 
to be a convoy, before four, in the 
afternoon nine, or ten of them. run 
themfelves on fhore On the ifland of 
Martinico, and were iet on fire by 
our boats, either , immediately or the 
next morning. About the fame time 
Lobferved the Boreas, engaged with, 
the French frigate in, flort JEUyalBa^ t 
a F/ench Rear Admixal r with two 
other other 7+gun flaps, flipped their 
cables, and bore down upon him, 
which obliged the Boreas to iheer 
off. This dextrous manoeuvre faved 
tl>eir frigate, andjbme of their mer^ 
chant mips. The French Admiral 
hauled his wind in geod time, and 
kept plying for the road. The fhips 
ar&ead of the Princefs Royal at Jtkis 
time were the Conqueror, Albion* 
Elizabeth, Vigilant, and Centurion, 
but the Conqueror a-head and to 
windward of the reft. About five this 
ihip got within diftance of the French 
Rear Admiral, who began to canno- 
nade. The fteaxjincis and coolnefe 
with which on every tack the Con- 
oueror received-theire of thefe three 
mips, and returned his own, working 
his (hip with as much exactnefs as fit 
he had been turning, into Spithead, 
and on every boaro 1 gaining confide- 
rably on the enemy, gave me infinite 
pleafure ; the reft of the fhips fhewed 
no lefs eagernefs to get into the ac- 
tion. Towards, fun-fet, the Albion 
had got Well up to fecond the Con- 
queror, and the other fhips were iu 
action, but as they had worked not 
only within the danger of the fhoals of 
this bay, but within the reach of the bat- 
teries from whence were fired both 
fhellsandihot, I called them off by the 
nght fignal at a quarter before fe- 
ven. It was with inexpreflible con* 
cern I then heard that Captain Wal* 
ter Griffith was killed by the lad 
broadfide.— The fervice cannot Iofe 

abet- 
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a better *[ian or a better officer. The 
C?onquero> had three men killed and 
eleven wounded ; the damage done 
to the fhip is not very considerable, 
nor I believe to any of the other 
ifcips, as I have had no report from 
them. They are cruizing under 
Commodore Collingwood off the 
Point of Salines. We have taken 
nine fail of this Gonvoy which came 
' from Marfeilles under the convoy of 
the Aurora aboirt the middle of Octo- 
ber; I judge that, including the fri- 
gates, they were twenty-fix in num- 
ber; four more had loft company, 
-and are yet expected, rather at St.. 
tucia than Martinico. All of the 
Prench (hips, except thofe who were 
engaged, were in the carenage r I be- * 
lfeve in ill condition, and many of. 
their crews in the hofpital. 

" jOn the 20th, Handing with feven 
ihips over to St. Lucia, late in the 
evening, I received a letter from Sir. v 
Henry Calder, informing me that * 
three large (hips were feen that af- 
ternoon from the Morne fleering to 
the northward, (uppofed to be part 
of Monf» la Motte Piquet's fquadron 
returning from Grenacja. As I judged 
this intelligence Very probable, Rear 
Admiral Rowley wakimmediately de- 
tached in the Suffolk, with the Ven- 
geance, Magnificent, and Stirling 
Caftle, in purfuit of them. 

V P. S. Iamwell affured theSphynx 
is retaken by the Proferpine, after a 
fmart action; but, as I have had no 
letters fince that time from Commo- 
dore Hotham, I cannot give their 
Lbrdftups the particulars. 
Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral 

HYDEPARKER^oAfr STEPHENS, 
dated Princefs Royal, Xlrofs IJlet 
Bay, St* Lucia, January 2, 1 780. 
Sir, The delay of the merchant 
fhip, on which Captain Sutton is 
embarked, furnimes me with the op- 
portunity, and Admiral Rowley's re- 
turn- with the occafion, of my writing 
you a third letter, that you may in- 
•Vol.IX, . - ■ , 



form their Lordmips of the fuccefs of 
his cruize, which I do by tranfmit- 
ting a copy of his letter to me. 

I am, Sir, 
Your molt obedient humble fervant, 

H.Parker. 
Philip Stephens, Efq 
Extras of a Letter from Rear-Admi- 
ral Rowley to Rear* Admiral H Y D £ 
Parker, dated Suffolk, at fea> off 
Mount Fortune , Jan. 1, 1780. 

Sir, 
I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
in purfuance of your order of the 
20th of December laft, I proceeded 
with the ihips named in the margin*, 
in purfuit of the three (hips which 
you had got intelligence of. 

OnTuefdaythe2ift,ateightA.M. 
three ftrange fail being discovered from 
the Suffolk's maft head in the north 
weft, I ordered the fignal to be made 
for a general chace, which being 
obeyed with the greateft alacrity, I 
had the Satisfaction by noon of find- 
ing we gained upon them very faft. 

On Wednefday the 22d, at three 
P. M. they hoifted French colours, 
bu.t.fbon after hauled- them down 
again: at five, having come well up 
with the chace, which I could now- 
plain ly perceive were French frigates, 
I fired a fhot at them, which was re- 
turned. At half an hour paft fix, the 
Magnificent exchanged ' feveral (hot 
with one of the frigates, which after - 
a chace of fourteen hours, I had the 
pleafure to fee ftrike to her. She 
proved the La Blanche frigate, of 36 
gans, and 212 men, commanded by 
Monf. Galliffoniere. 

At eleven La Fortune Frigate, 
of. 42 guns, and 247 men, com- 
manded by the Chevalier Marigny, 
(truck to the Suffolk after a chace of 
eighteen hours* The Vengeance on 
my lee quarter having come up 
with the La Blanche, took charge of 
her, and exchanged the prifoners, 
&c. while the Stirling Caftle and 
Magnificent continued the chace to 
2 z leeward 



Suffolk, Stirling Caftle, Magnificent, Vengeance* 
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leeward after the third fhip, which 

they came up with and toot, after a 
chace of thirty-fix hours, on Thurs- 
day the 23d ult. at three P. M. She 

proved the La Ellis, of 28 guns, and 
08 men, commanded by Monf. Fon- 

teneaux. 

.From the information of the offi- 
cers belonging to the frigates before- 
mentioned, I learn that they left 
Savannah on the ift of November 
laft, arrived at Grenada the 6th of 
December, left that place the 9th, ar- 
rived at St. Vincent's the 15th, from 
whence they failed the 19th, and 
were on their paffage to Martinique. 
On our pafTage in lat. 16 deg. 36 
min. I fell in with a French fchooner 
from Martinique to America, which 
was taken by the Stirling Caftle. In' 
lat. 15' deg. 36 min, I alfo fell in 
with the Young Frow Ifabella, a 
Hoop from Grenada, bound to St. 
Euftatia, but having only Americans 
on board, (he was detained as prize 
by the Suffolk. On the 28th, the Ven- 
geance alfo took a fmall fchooner, 
laden with fiih for Margaritta, bound 
to Martinique, 

, The readinefs and alertnefs with 
which the captains, officers and fea- 
men obeyed the fignals on this occa- 
fion, were fuch as to merit every 
thing I can fay in their favour. 

Prittctff RoyaI> Jan. 2, 1780. 
Lift of Bri%is t taken by tbt Squadrw 

Jtuc$ my account of tbt gtb ultimo* 
1779. Dec. By the Porcupine. 
Frigate Sphynx, retaken. 

Dec. 18. By the fquadron. French 
brig Le Mara Jenette, bound from 
MarieiUes to Martinique, laden with 
fundry kinds of merchandize. 

18. By ditto. French fhip 

La Anonye, 260 tons, from Marfeilles 
to Martinique, with fundry kinds of 
merchandize. 

18. By ditto. French ihip La 

Marianne, from Marfeilles to Mar^ 
tinique, with fundry kinds of mer- 
chandize. 

r- — 18. By ditto. French brig 



Le Lazare, from Marfeilles to JVtarti* 
nique, with fundry kinds of mer- 
chandize. 

18. By ditto. French fhip 

Le Concorde, from Marfeilles to Mar- 
tinique, with fundry kinds of mer- 
chandize, 

18. By ditto. FrenchfhipLe 

Herieux Jean, from Marfeilles to Mar- 
tinique, with fundry kinds of mer- 
chandize. 

18. By ditto. French fhip 

L*Etoile La Mar, from Marfeilles to 
Martinique^ with fundry kinds oi* 
chandize. 

18. By ditto, FrenchfhipLe 

Jean Louis, from Marfeilles to Mar- 
tinique, with fundry kinds of mer- 
chandize. 

— — 18. By ditto, French fhip La 
Mitit, from Marfeilles to Martini- 
que, with fundry kinds of merchan- 
dize. 

22. By the Suffolk. French 

frigate La Fortune, n 00 tons, 4* 
guns, 247 men, from Grenada to 
Martinique. 

— — 22. By the Magnifient. 
French frigate La Blanche, 36 guns, 
2i2men,fromGrenadatoMartinique« . 

— — 23. By ditto. French frigate 
La Ellis, 28 guns, 68 men, from Gre- 
nada to Martinico 

25. By ditto and Stirling 

CafUe. An American fchooner, from 
Martinique to America, withmelaffes, 
gunpowder, rum, fugar, &c. 

27. By the Suffolk. American 

floop Young FroW Ifabella, 20 tons, 
10 men, from Grenada to St. Eufla-. 
tius, with rum, fugar, cotton, indi- 
go, &c. 

——28. By the Vengeance. Mar- 
garitta fchooner Volante, 15 tons, 6 
men, from Martinique to France, 
with fifh. 



From the London. Gazette. 

Admiralty -office, March 6, I780. 

Lieutenant Oakes, of his MajeH^s 

fhip the Prince -George, arrived yif- 

terday ia the forenoon, with dif- 

patche«. 
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patches from Admiral Sir George 
Brydges Rodney and Rear-Admiral 
Pigby to Mr- Stephens, of which the 
.following are extracts : 
gxtraflofa Litter from Sir GtEORCE 
Bridges Ropney to Mr. Ste- 
phens, dated en beard the Sand- 
wich, at fea, the \$tb of Febrtfary t 
' 17S0. ~ ** 

Pleafe to acquaint their LordfliipSi 
{hat on the 1 3th inftant I left the bay 
of Gibraltar, with his Majefty's fleet 
under my command j the Marlbo r 
rough, Invincible, and Defence ar- 
rived the fame day, after conducting 
the victuallers and flare fliips to Ma T 
hon ; during their paflage to and from 
that ifland, they had not met with or 
heard of any of the enemy's fliips 
cruizing inthofe feas. In the even- 
ing his Majefty's fliip the Triton 
joined me in the Gut, after having 
conducted the convoy and the mo- 
ney he was charged with fafe into the 
Port of Mahbn, where he had re- , 
-inained two' days, and then proceed- 
ed to join me with the governor's 
difpatches: he reports to me, that 
every thing in that ifland was in per r 
feet fecurity and order* 

Their Lordlhips will pleafe to ob- 
serve, by the correfpondence between 
the Spanifli Admiral, the General 
who commands die Spanifli forces 
before Gibraltar, and myself; that I 
had given orders for the embarkation, 
of Monfieur Langara to take place. 
for England, upon the Englifli pri~ 
ibners not being delivered up. * 

On the morning of the intended 
•embarkation, the Spanifh General 
fent notice, that the Englifh prifon- 
■<rs were on their way to &t. Rbch ; 
that he had received pofitive orders 
from his fovereign to treat them with 
^he higheft refpett and attention ; 
that the court of Madrid we*e, truly 
fenfibfc. of the humanity and urba- 
nity with which their officers and 
nien had been treated ; directing 
iim and the Viceroy of the province, 
and all his Catholic Majefty's officers, 



to treat the Englifh officers with the 
greateft civility and kindnefs* 

The Spanifli Admiral, after hav- 
ing fenf me his. letter acquainting 
me with his extreme ill ftate of health, 
and the dangerous condition of his 
wounds not then healed, as likewife 
the General of the Spanifli army^s 
letter to him of that morning, where r 
in he ihentioned the exprefs orders of 
his CatnbHc Majefty, relative to th*? 
treatment and reflect he was to fhew 
the Britifli officers on his receiving 
them at St, Roch, and conducting 
them to Gibraltar ; I thought it a 
mptf proper time to add to that ge- 
nerous treatment, wljich had made 
fo great an impreffion on the court 
of Madrid and the Spanifli nation, 
by releafnjg the Spanifh Admiral and 
the Spanifh officers upon their parole 
of honour, figned by the Admiral 
and all the Spanifh officers. 

None of the common prifoners had 
been releafed, but fuch as wcife 
wounded or extremely fick, for 
which receipts were given ; all the 
others, except 500, which are lefc- 
at Gibraltar to be exchanged far 
Britifli fubjects, are now on board 
the flee^ on their paflage to Eng- 
land. 
Extras of a letter from Rear-Admiral 

Dicby to Mr. Stephens, dated 

on board the Prince George at fe4 % 

the zd of March, 1780. 

Their Lordfhips will receive here- 
with Sir George Rodney's difpatches, 
with a journal of the proceedings of 
the fleet fince it has been put under 
my command; by which the'y will fee, 
that I failed from Gibraltar the 14th 
of February wi^h Sir George Rod- 
ney, who kept me with him till the 
l8th inftant, when he made the fig- 
nal for feparating, and parted coitl- 
paiiy immediately, leaving me with. 
the command of the fleet and Spanifh^ 
prizes, except fuch fhips as were.or^ 
dered to proceed with him to the 
place of his deiti nation. Nothing 
^material happened tijr th* y r^ about 
' Zz 2 • one" 
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One o'clock, when* we fell in with a 
French convoy, confining of two 
fixty-four gun mips, two large ftore- 
ihips armed en flut|e, a frigate, and 
about thirteen fail of vefTels bound to # 
the Mauritius j they were.fo much 
on their guard, t,hat before we could 
fee them from the deck, except one, 
and of that only the head or her top- 
fails, they made fail .from us: the 
fignal for a general chace was made 
immediately, and the Refolution ha4 
the good luck to come up with the 
Prothee, of 64 guns and ieyen hun- 
dred men, about one o'clock in the 
morning, and took her without lofmg 
a man. She is coiumanded by Monf. 
Chilot, who I find was (he command- 
ing officer of the expedition : the 
'whole convoy are, on the King's ac- 
count, loaded with warlike flores and 
troops, the Prothee and Ajax, both 
of 64 guns, have money on board, 
amounting to about one hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds. The Marl- 
borough has taken a fnow with war- 
like ftores, and the Apollo, who 
parted company in chace the morn- 
ing we faw them, has alio taken 
one. The Invincible, Bienfaifant, 
-an^ Triton have juft now joined with 
another fmall prize of the fame con- 
voy ; the reft mull have borne away 
ifl the early part of the, evening : 
there were feveral hours' tha$ even 
the headmoft lhips did not fee any of 
them. 

3^ March, three o'clock. 
Wehavejuft made Scilly; I there- 
fore difpatch the Apollo to Plymouth 
tx> giye their Lordmips the earlieil 
intelligence of the arrival of the 
Squadron under my command. 

From the LoKpon Gazette, 
ExtraS of a better from Vice- Admiral 
Sir Pete* Parker, Commander 
in Chief of : faif : Majefty's Jbips at 
Jamaica, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
at Port Royal,' January, 1780. •"■ 
The 25 th of NoveiftbcT a confider- 
able body of Spaniards' inverted St* 



Fernando tie Ginoa.; and on the' sStJi 
the garrifon and crew of the Porcu- 
pine were fo reduced by a peftilentiai 
diforder, which raged among ft them, 
:that it became necefiary to evacuate 1 
the fort, after having fpiked the 1 
guns, and embarked the ammunition 
and flores. 

The 8th inftant, the Salilbury, 
t contmanded by Capt.Inglis, brought 
in here a Spanifh private fhip of war, 
.of 50 guns, named St. Carlos, com- 
.. manded by Juan Antonio Zavaletta, 
- from Cadiz, bound to Omoa, laden 
with brafs cannon, mot, mufquets, 
and other military ftores, for the 
fort. Capt. Inglis has fhewn good 
conducl and becoming fpirit, as well 
before as during the action. Inclof- 
ed is his letter, giving an account 
of the a&ion. 

The 27th of November Iail, the 
Penelope fent in a Spanifh guards 
coila, of 10 guns and 75 men, named 
the Hermofa Mariana. 
' Captain Luttrell has taken po£ 
fefTion of the ifland of Rattan for his 
Majefty. 

Salijbury, off Part Royal \ 
Sir, Jan. 8, 1780. 

On the 1 2th of laft month, at day- 
break, being then off Porto de Salt 
(in the Bay of Honduras) we faw 
two fail to the teftward, the one a 
large fhip, the other a (loop, to 
which we gave chace, it being then 
light breezes. After different ma- 
-oieeuvres, and the ftrange fhip making 
fome private fignals through the day, 
at fix in the evening we got pretty 
near, when fhe hoifted a Spanifh en- 
fign and pendant. At half pail fix 
we fired fome mot, which -were im- 
mediately returned ; and continued 
clofing, with- a conftant fire on both 
fides, till pafr eight o'clock, when 
her main-maft went over-board, and 
ihe furrehdered. Her mizen-maft 
alfo went during the night. 
■ She proved 'to be the Saint Carlos, 
of fifty guns, 38 twelve pounders; 
lixteen of which are brafe, 12 fix 
«> ; * * -'■•■■ ' -. - •. « pounden ; 
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jwunders, and : three hundred and 
ninety *feven men; a private fhip of 
( war, commanded by Don Juan An- 
tonio Zaveletta, from Cadiz, bound 
toPortOmoa, having on board \% 
,twenty-four pounders, brafs cannon, 
a quantity of mot and fliells, five 
thoufand ftand of arms, &c. 
, The floop made oiFin the night. 

In the action there were four men 
killed on board the Salifbury, and 
fourteen wounded, five of which died 
of their wounds ; .Mr. Miller, the 
.mafler, was much wounded, but is 
in a fair way of recovery. 
* . The Salifbury fufrered much in her 
-fails and rigging, which was imme- 
diately fet about repairing ; as alfo in 
putting the prize into as good a Hate 
of failing and defence as circum- 
fiances would admit of, under the 
command of Lieutenant Haynes, firffc 
Lieutenant of the Salifbury. 

Since that time we have been beating 
up for Jamaica, which we have attain- 
ed with fome trouble ; and have the 
pleafure to inform you, that, through- 
out, this fervice has been carried on 
with a proper and fpirited exertion of 
both officers and fhip's company. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moll obedient humble fervant, 
Charles Inglis. 
Sir Peter Parker f Knt. 

Vice- Admiral of the 

Blue, iic. lie. 



From the London Gazette. 
Admiralty -Office, March 18, 1 780. 
£xtraB of ^a letter from the Right- 
Honourable LWLongford, Cap- 
tain of bis Majejlf $ jhip the Alex- 
ander, to Mr,- Stephens, dated 
Spitbead, March 16, 1780. 
On the nth inflant, being to the 
weilward of Scilly, we gave chace to 
a large frigate in the S. E. quarter, 
and after eighteen hours chace got 
within half gun mot of her ; at day- 
light in. r the morning of the 13th, 
(he hoifled French colours, and we 
fired c^ace 'guns at each other for 



two hours. When we" had got neatf. 
-ly along fide her, my fore-mail, 
without being ftruck, or any part of 
-the rigging cut, and without wind, 
went over the fide: I found it quite 
rotten. The Courageux continued 
the chace, and about noon, after 
firing a great number effhot, cam* 
up with and took her. She proved 
the Monfieur privateer, of Granville, 
of forty guns, twelve and fix pound- 
ers, and three hundred and forty- 
two men, commanded by Jean de 
Bechet. She had been eight days 9 
from L'Orient, and taken nothing; * 
She is a fine frigate, almofl new, 
1 34 feet on the gun deck, and I hope 
will be found fit for his Majefty'i 
fervice. 



From the London Gazette, : 
Admiralty-Office, March 25. 

Captain Byron, of his Majefty's 
fhip the Proferpine, arrived the 2 1 ft 
inflant, in the evening, with dif- 
patches from Rear-Admiral Hyde 
Parker, with whom he parted the 
24th of lafl month off Antigua. 

The Admiral mentions the fafe 
arrival of Sir Hyde Parker, in the 
Phoenix, at Barbadoes, with Gene- 
ral Vaughan and the troops, and the 
trade under his convoy ; and that it 
was his intention to accompany Sir 
Hyde, with the troops, and trade 
bound to Jamaica, as far on their 
way as Antigua. 

The Admiral adds, That Monf. 
Le Motte Piquet, having flipped out 
of Fort Royal Bay in Martinico; 
with feven fail of the line and one 
frigate, he divided his fquadron, 
putting nine mips under the com- 
mand of Commodore Collingwood, 
and referving an equal number to 
himfelf, and immediately put to fea 
in purfuit of the enemy. The Com- 
modore's divifion got fight of them 
on the 8th of February, and imme- 
diately gave chace, but had the mor- 
tification to fee them efcape, under 
fevour of a breeze along fhore, into 

the 
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J3m> md of Ba/Te Tene in GuacUr 

loupe, where tjiey (heltered them- 
selves undercover o/ the fort. The 
Commodore continued to cruize be- 
tween that ifl^nd and Martmico, 
with a view of intercepting .Monf, 
Le Motte Piquet, if he (hpuld at- 
tempt to return to Fort Royal. 

Admiralty-Office Marth 25. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Peter Parker, 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's 
ihips at Jamaica, has tranfmitted to 
Mr. Stephens, in his letter of the 2d 
of December Jaft, a lift of prizes 
taken by the fquadron under his 
command j between the 25 th of May 
and rath of. November laft, of which 
the following is a copy : * _ 

1779. May z$* By the Charon 
and Glafgow* Schooner Jeffroy 
Either, 55 tons, 11 men, John Van 
Linnop, mailer, Jacob Lopez Pinha, 
owner, from Aux Cayis to Curacoa ; 
taken on their paftage from Europe, 
laden with 36 hogiheads of fugar, 6 
cafes of taifia, and 1 barrel of 
indigo. 

July 6. By the Charon. A floop, 
20 tons, taken 4 leagues to leeward 
of Cape Nicholas, with 40 cafks 
wine, 23 cheefe, 6 dozen prunes, 
and 12 dozen bags corks. 

——15. By the Punch, tender to 
the fleet. Brigantine La Julie, An- 
toine Deleague, matter, Morgan and 
Mather, of New Orleans, owners, 
from -New Orleans to Hifpaniola, 
taken 8 leagues from Cape Francois, 
with planks and mingles. 

— 21. By the Janus. Ship 
Felicity, otherwife Live Oak (recap- 
ture) with lumber. 

■ 30. By the Punch, tender 

to the fleet. Schooner Polly, 30 
tons, 6 men, Ebenefcer Later, mailer, 
George Goldfox, owner, from New 
London to Guadaloupe, taken off 
Porto Piatt, with fifli and lumber. 

October 2. By the Ruby and 
/quadras. Polacca La Hardie, 200 
tons, 4 men, 4 guns,, Jaques Dubeg, 



matter, Del Gordte* Bottrdeaus^ 
owner, from Bourdeaux to Capfe 
Francois, taken off Cape Fraafois^ 

with flour. *" 

la. By the^Puneh, tender* 

to the fleet. A fchooneg, 80 ton% 
2 guns, and 8 fwivels, taken neafe 
Porto Piatt, in ballaft. t- . 

^ . ^_ 14. By the Pallas and flee^ 
in company with the Hercules pri- 
vateer. Ship St. Miguel, taken, k 
or 4 leagues from Porto Piatt, wit*, 
fugar and cotton. . . 1 

« 15. By the Ruby and fleet. 

Ship Le Harmonic, 280 tons, 3*- 
men, 6 guns, Peter Monpcty, mat- 
ter, Monf. Dronau, of Nantz, owiW: 
er, from Cape Francis to Nantz, 
taken four leagues from Monti 
Chrifti, with too hogiheads fugar, 
aojooolb. coffee, 12 hogiheads itt- 
digo, and 80, ooolb., cotton. 

16. By ditto. Schooner 

Frbw. Judith, 20 tons, 14 men, 
Alonzo Delvada, mafter, Mon£ 
Henriques, Cohen, and Co. owners, 
from Cape Francois to Curacoa, 
taken in fight of Porto Piatt, with 
coffee, indigo, and money. 

-! — 18. By ditto. A '(loop,' 70 
tons, 7 men, from North America 
,to Cape Francois, taken . three 
leagues to windward of Cape Fran- 
cois, with onions, (laves, herrings, 
and mackrell. 

20. By ditto. Ship Le Gi- 
deon, 240 tons, 31 men, Guilliaume 
Guion, mailer, Chaulett, and Co. of 
Marfeilles, owners, from Martinique 
to Marfeilles, taken three leagues 
from Monti Chrifti, with 268 hog- 
iheads of fugar, cotton, coffee, co- 
coa,, and cafiia. 

— 25. By the Galatea. Pri- 
vateer fchooner La Leveretto, Jean 
Reung, mailer, M. Malenon, of 
Port-au-Prince, owner, taken eight 
leagues N. W. of Cape Donna Ma~ 
ria, on a cruize of three months. 

^ 26. By the Briftol. Brig Ve- 
nus, 80 tons, 7 men, a guns, Henry. 
Brandon, matter, James Swan, and 

Co. 
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fco. owners, (roar fcofton, witk 
lumber. 

■ 31, By the Niger and fleet. 

Ship Conferance, 25 men, 14 guns, 
Jean Baptift Hamin, mailer, Dan. 
Rofs, and Co. owners, from Grena- 
da to Curacoa, taken in lat. 1 1 . 44. 
N. with fugar, coffee, &c. 

By ditto. Ship Rachael 

' and Betfey, Le Toozi, mailer, Dan. 

Rofs, and Co. owners, from Grena- 
da to Curacoa) taken in lat. u. 44. 
N. with fugar, coffee, &c. 

By the. Penelope and ditto. 

Brig Penelope, 9 men, William 
Scaliion, matter, Dan. Rofs, and Co. 
owners, from Grenada to Curacoa, 
taken in lat. u. 14, N. with fugar, 
coffee, &c. 

By ditto. Snow Ariadne, 

9 men, Jean Patterfon, matter, Dan. 
Rofs, and Co. owners, from Grena- j 
da to Curacoa, taken in lat. u. 14. 
ft,, with fugar, coffee, #c. 

November 6. By the Niger. A 
Hoop rrom Port-au-Prince to Cura- 
coa, taken in lat. 15. 7. N. with 
fugar, 

13. By the Punch, tender 

to the fleet. Brig St. Lewis, 95 . 
tons, 1 man, 10 guns, from Port-au- , 
Prince to Curacoa, taken at Cay- 
mittes, with fugar and coffee. 

— — 14. ,By the Penelope. 
Guarda Cofta iloop La Hermdfa 
Mariana, 76 men, 10 gun?, from 
Porto Rico on a cruize, taken in 
Mona Paflage* 

P. Parke*. ' 



From the London Gazette. 

Whitehall, April 1, 1780. 

ExtraS of a letter from Major-getter 

fW Campbell, to Lord Gxqvlgv 

Germain, dated Penfacola> JDe- 

tember 15, 1779 

What a grievous mortification muft 
it be to me to have to' relate to 
your Lordihip, for my Sovereign's 
information, the oonqueft of the 
Weftern part of this province, by 
the arms of Spain, inconfequence of 



their early~intelHget«ie r of* the cam>I 
mencement of hostilities. Having 
in my difpatch.es of the 14th of Sep- 
tember prepared your LordJhip for* 
the events which jiave followed, I * 
fhall refer for particulars, to Lieute- 
nant-colonel Dickftn's letter to me 
of the 20th of October from New 
Orleans, to the articles of capitula- 
tion between him and his Excellency 
Don Bernardo de Galvez, Governor 
of Louifiana, .at Baton .Rouge, the 
2* ft day of September, to the lift he 
furnifhe? of . the killed, wounded,, 
and prifoners, and to a paper con- 
taining the reafons^affigned by him 
for preferring Baton .Rouge for a 
ppft, whereat to make a ftand, as. 
comprifiijg all the additional inteili-. 
gence that appears to be xequiike of 
this unfortunate difafter. 

I cannot help obferving that fact* 
have demonftrated, that Spain had 
predetermined on a rupture with. 
Great Britain long before the decla- 
ration made on the. 1 6th day of June 
laft by their Ambaflador at the Court - 
of London ; had laid their plans, 
and prepared all their Governors 
abroad . for fuck an event ; and it . 
would appear Jiad even, fixed on the 
day, or at leaft nearly the time, on *. 
which it was to take "place ; for we * 
are here informed .that war .was de- 
clared at Pprfp Rico in a few days 
alter the 16th qf June, . Engliih 
veflels are known to have been car- 
ried; into theljavannah as prizes ut 
the beginning of Auguit laft. And 
from New Orleans I. have the Go- 
vernor's own acknowledgement of ■ 
his being apprized of the commence- 
ment of hoftilities on the. 9th day of - 
Auguftlaft: but how much earner,, 
his intelligence of that event really 
was is uncertain. .However that be, : 
it : is now incontrovertibly known 
that he has long ago been fecretly * 
preparing' for war. .That nnving 
previously collected the whole force 
of the province of Louifiana, the in* ' 
dependency of America was public- 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 3*> * 



ly recognized by beat of drum at 
New Orleans on the 19th day of- 
Align ft, and every thing being in 
readinefs for that purpofe, he imme- ' 
diately marched . againft our forces 
on the Mifliflippi ; and he fo effec- 
tually fucceeded by the capture, by* 
ftratagem, of a King's floop in Lake 
Pontchartrain, by the feizure of a 
fchooner in the river Mifliffippi on 
her way wich rum and provifions for 
Manchack, and of fix other fmall 
veiTels on the lakes and in the river 
Amit. One, of thefe laft with troops 
of the regiment of Waldeck, and 
another with provifions, and by pre- 
ventive precautions in flopping any 
communication of intelligence of his 
movements being fent to this place ; 
that he had nearly effected the re- 
duction of the weftern part of this 
province before we at Penfacola were 
apprized, or had the fmalleft com- 
munication of his having commenced 
hoftilities ; the information of that 
event having only reached me on the 
14th of September, as intimated to 
your Lordfliip in my letter of that 
date ; and Lieutenant-colonel Dick- 
fan, it appears, was forced to capi- 
tulate on the zift day of that fame 
month. 

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant- colo- 
nel Dickson to Major-general 
Campbell, dated New Orleans, 
Ofiober 20, 1779* 

Sir, 
I fend by Lieutenant Wilfon, for 
your information, a copy of a journal 
which" I kept ever fince the com- 
mencement of hoftilities with the 
Spaniards. The dangerous and dis- 
agreeable fituation I was in ever fince 
that period will be fully related to 
you by him, and I hope will in eve- 
ry particular juftify me, by convinc- 
ing you that I have ufed my utmoft 
efforts, even- to the laft minute, 
againft a great fuperiority of forces, 
with every other advantage an enemy 
could defire. I fend by Lieutenant 
Wilfon the capitulation in Englifli, 
as propofed by me to his Excellency 



Don Bernardo de 6'alvez, and the* 
original one in the French language, 
as finally concluded on" between us. 
The terms are honourable to the 
troops and favourable to the inhabi- 
tants, and I hope'wfll meet with your 
full approbation. Engineer G/a* 
ham, who has obtained leave from 
his Excellency Don Bernardo de 
Galvez to go to Penfacola on private 
bufinefs, was very ufeful to me in 
drawing up the terms of capitulation, 
and fince our arrival here, on many 
occafions, from his perfect knowledge 
of the French language. 

It is with pleafure I afTure you that 
all the officers and men under my 
command behaved exceedingly well, 
and did every duty they were ordered - 
with great chearfulnefs and exact- 
nefs. Lieutenant Wilfon and' the' 
detachment of the Royal Artillery, 
as well' as the additional gunners, 
diftinguifhed themfelves particularly 
the day the enemy offered their bat- 
teries againft the redoubt. 

I mull, in juIHce'to his- Excellency 
Don Bernardo de Galvez, fay, that 
the officers and foldiers, who" are pri- 
fofters of war at this place, are treat- 
ed with the greateft generofity and 
attention, not only by the officers, 
but even the Spaniih foldiers feem to 
take pleafure in being civil and kind 
to the prifoners in general. 
I am, Sec. 

Alex.' Dickson, 
Lieut.-Cpl. 16th reg. of foot. 
Articles of Capitulation agreed upon, 
and granted, between his Excellen- 
cy-Don Bernardo de Galvez, 
bis Catholic Majefy y s Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the 
province and forces of Louiftana, 
and Alexander Dickson, Efq. 
Lieutenant -colonel of the 1 6th regi- 
ment of infantry, and Commander 
of the troops of his Britannic Ma- 
jefly upon the MijfiJJippi, &c. for 
the garrifon and diftriB of Baton 
Rouge in Weft Florida. 
Article L The garrifon mall not 
be made prifoners of war, nor oblig- 
ed 
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,«d to engage not to bear arms for a 
certain time. 

Art. II. But they lhall go out 
with all the military honours, arms, 
baggage horfes, drums beating, 
matches lighted at both ends, co- 
lours flying, two pieces field artille- 
ry, with their ammunition for 50 
rounds, and 36 rounds for the in- 
fantry. 

Art. III. The garrifon fhall be 
conveyed as foon as poflible, under 
a good efcort and convoy, to Penfa- 
cola, in Spanifh veflels, either by the 
Balife, or the lakes, as it may be 
thought proper ; and the troops (hall 
be furnimed with good and whole- 
fome provifions for the paflage, at 
leaft for three weeks, the veflels and 
provifions being firft examined and 
fearched by Commiflaries appointed 
for that purpofe by Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Dickfon ; and the charges and 
expences (hall be repaid on the de- 
barkation of the troops at Penfacola. 

Art. IV. His Excellency Don 
Bernardo de Galvez fhall provide the 
troops with a veflel of one hundred 
tons burthen, or with two large 
boats, which lhall not be fearched ; 
and, in cafe of a want, with as many 
more as (hall be found necefTary for 
conveying the wounded and fick, 
which (hall be able to undergo the 
fatigues of the voyage : and the 
other fick and wounded that cannot 
be conveyed immediately, fhall be 
permitted* as foon as they are able, 
to join their regiments ; and, in the 
.mean time, his Catholic Majefty 
fhall furnifh them with every aflift- 
ance of which they may (land in 
need. 

Anfwer. The fuperiority of the 
troops under my command, as well 
as of arms, ammunition, and provi- 
fions, together with the knowledge I 
have of the bad fituation in which 
the troops and the fort of Baton 
Rouge muft be, from which all com- 
mumcation is cut off, having taken 

Vol. IX. 



every veflel coming from Penfacola 
with troops and provifions, as well as 
the armed vefTel Weft Florida, which 
was their only protection, and from 
which veflels there are already in 
town more than 150 prifoners of 
war : and this will not permit me to 
accede to the proportion of not 
making prifoners of war the Britifh 
, troops which are in the fort at Baton 
Rouge, I therefore pofitively re- 
quire their furrendering themfelves 
prifoners of war; but confidering 
the honourable defence made by 
Lieutenant-colonel Dickfon, his of- 
ficers, and troops, they fhall go out 
with drums beating, pieces charged, 
and colours flying, 500 paces from 
the fort, where they (hall deliver the 
arms and colours to the troops under 
my command, and furrendcr them- 
felves, prifoners of war, to be ex- 
changed at the pleafure of the King 
my mafter ; engaging, at the fame 
time, that they fhall be treated with 
refpect, and all poflible humanity. 
The field officers fhall be permitted 
to wear their fwords. The fort at 
the Natchez, as depending on this, 
fhall be evacuated and delivered up 
to me ; and the garrifon fhall have 
the liberty to retire to Penfacola, 
Jamaica, or fuch other place under 
government of his Britannic Majefty, 
as they (hall judge proper. What is 
contained in the above is to be con- 
fidered as an anfwer to the ift, 2d, 
3d, and 4th articles. 

Art. V. All the baggage and 
.other effects, belonging to the offi- 
cers, foldiers, and other perfons, of 
$he garrifon, fhall remain their pro- 
perty, and be fent with them. — 
Granted. 

Art. VI. In cafe any foldiers or 
other armed perfons, fhall be found 
in the garrifon, who have before 
been in the iervice of his Catholic 
Maj cfty and have abfented them- 
felves without leave, that matter 
fnall not be examined into, but they 
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^alf enjoy the terms of die capitu- 
lation in as ample a manner as the 
'ethers. — Granted. 
■ Art. VII. Every perfon that fhall 
have borne arms in this garrifon, 
fhall be treated as part of the garri- 
fon, whether they are engaged in 
any military cor£s, or occupy any 
employ under his Britannic Majefty, 
or not. Being considered as part of 
the garrifon, they fhall be prifoners 
of war, referving to myfelf the right 
to grant liberty (to thofe who are 
not foldiers) or to inlift them if J 
think proper. 

Art. VIII. All the negroes that 
<Jhall be found in the garrifon fhall be 
delivered to their mafters, as alfo all 
the flaves taken or retaken fince the 
commencement of hoftilities between 
•the crowns of Spain and Great-Bri- 
tain in thefe environs. — Granted. 

Art. IX. The inhabitants of this 
*«liflri& fhall be under the fame laws, 
-and enjoy the fame privileges and im- ' 
munities of rejigion and judicature, 
and fhall have the fame magiftratej as 
*hey had under the Englifh govern- 
ment, at leaft till the peace (hall be 
re-eftablifhed.—— Granted in every 
■point that fhall not be contrary to our 
Jaws, until the decifion of the King 
*ny mafter is known. 
. Art. X. The inhabitants fhall, 
in like manner, be kept in full 
and entire pofTeffion of all their 
effefts and flaves, and, in fhort, of 
•very thing that' belongs to them. — 
^Granted. 

Art. XI. All the cattle and other 
provifions taken from the inhabitants 
jfor the troops of his Catholic Ma ! efty 
frail be paid for, without deduction, 
according to the eftablifhed price of 
Juch articles in Louisiana. — Granted, 
provided they fhall' produce fufficient 
proof. _ ' v ; \ ; ' 7 : 
■ Art. Xlli -/-All' the. 'inhabitants 
fyho fhall prefer quitting tjie cotmtry 
fcr diftritt, in order* to eftablim them.- 
Tfel*** jb feme part* of th» dominions 



of his Britannic Majefty, mall fjfc 
provided with a pafTport rortheir per* 
fons, families, and effects, and they 
fhall be permitted to remain undis- 
turbed, or obliged to take the oath 
of fidelity to his Catholic Majefty. — 
Granted, in refpedt. to the liberty of 
retiring ; but they fhall be obliged to 
take the oath of fidelity during their 
refidence in the jurifdi&ion of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty j > 

Art. XIII. The effects, move- 
able and immoveable* whether of mi- 
litary or other perfons abfent or pre* 
fent, fhall remain their property, and 
they fhall haver the right to fell or 
difpofe of them, as they fhall judge 
proper. — Granted. 

Art. XIV. There fhall not be the 
leaft infult offered to the troops of the 
earrifon by the befiegers ; and -the 
lavages, mulattoes, and negroes, fhall 
be particularly prevented from in- 
fringing this ftipulation. — Granted. 

Art. XV. No papers, whether 
public or private, fhall be feized, 
fearched, or examined under any 
pretence whatever, — Granted. 

Art. XVI. Under the above- 
mentioned conditions and regulations. 
Lieutenant-colonel Dickfon will de- 
liver up to his Excellency Don Ber- 
nardo de Galvez the redoubt of Baton 
Rouge, with all the cannon now 
mounted upon the parapets of the 
redoubt, and thofe that may be found 
belonging to it, which fhall,. with all 
the remaining ammunition, &c. ex- 
cept what has been exprefled in the 
za article, be put into the pofTeffion 
of fuch officer as his Excellency Don 
Bernardo de Galvez fhall fend for that 
jpurpofe, by *he officer commanding 
$ie royal artillery of his Britannic 
Majefty in thai pofh * 
" Lieutenant-colonel Dickfon will, 
in like manner, deliver up to his Ex- 
cellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, or 
to the commiftaries he fhall pleafe to 
fend for that purjpofe,- all the prori- 
£ons 'ajftd other «Fo£s belonging to 
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Ms Britannic Majefly* which are in 

thegarrifon. 

At the time of the ftipulation of 
the convention, the barrier or poll of 
the garrifon fhail be delivered ujp to 
the befiegers, and their centjjiels mall 
relieve the 'centinels of the garrifon. 
With all the military honours t 

N. B. In refpecl to the gth article, 
the inhabitants of this diitncl, in tak- 
ing the oath of fidelity to his Catholic 
Majefty, during the prefent war, that 
is to fay, for the time that is granted 
them to quit the country, ihallbe ex- 
empt from bearing arms, at leaft a- . 
gamft their natural and primitive $q t 
vfereign his Britannic Majefty. And, 
in refpect to the i zth article, his Ex^ 
cellency the Governor of Louifiana 
fHall permit the inhabitants of the 
town of New Orleans and province 
of Louifiana, and the merchant yeflels 
which are in the ports, to convey the 
Jinglilh inhabitants^ with their ef r 
feels, to the deftination they fhall; 
prefer, 

I accept the proportions granted 
by hb Excellency Don Bernardo de 
Galvez, which are ftipulated in the 
pirench language, having no inter-' 
preter of the Spanifh language in the 
fort. Baton Rouge, the 2 ift of Sep- 
{emher, 1779. 

(Signed) Alex. Dickson, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel, 1 6th reg. foot, . 
. commanding Jus Britannic Ma-' 
jelly's troops on the Mifljifippi^ 
&c. in Weft-Florida. 

(Signed) B. de Galvez. 
* N. B. The inhabitants of the 
fiiftrict of the Natchez fhall in like 
planner enjoy the fame right and pri- 
vileges granted to tfyofe of this diftrift 
i>y the capitulation ; and moreover 
the permiifion to w ca f their fwords is 
granted to all the officers without ex- 
feption. 

(Signed) B. de Galvez. 

(Signed) Alex. Dickson, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel, 1 6th reg. foot, 
commanding his Britannic Ma- 
jelly's troops on the Miffiilippi, 
£c t in Weft-Florida^ 



Copy of Lieutentnt+eolenel Dicx* 

son's rtafons for removing t% 

Baton Rouge* 
BUton Rouge Redoubt ', Sept. zt* 1 779; 

The various reports, feemingly, 
well founded, that the rebels were 
in force above* and meditated in a 
lhort time an invafion of this part of 
the country, made it necefjkry with T - 
out delay to fix upon fome fpot where 
works might be thrown up, and for- 
tifications erected/ fo as -tQ prevent, : 
if poflible, the troops ; under my com* 
rriand, ,and the country t was t fent tq v 
protect, from falling 'into the hand*, 
of the enemy, TheiSuation of Many t 
chac was unanimously condemned, 
and the fort there confidered as in- . 
defenfible againft'/canrion. Accord- ' 
ingly, on the 30* day, of July, 1779^ 
agreeable to my own fentiments, and 
thofe of tlje engineer and other offir 
cers I confultedon this occafion, it'. 
was determine^ to. take poll at Meif; . 
Watts and Flower's plantation, at; 
Baton Rouge, the fituation of which, " 
and large quantity of cleared ground, 
pointing it put as this only place 
where I could have a reafohaoie pro- 
fpeft of accomplishing the intent t>f 
my 'command.' I accordingly, fent' 
engineer Qraham ^ith ? letter ad- 
drefTed to the inhabitants, requeuing* 
them to co-rOperate with- me in throw- . 
ing up a redoubt on that place, withr! 
which they chearfully complied. 

Having intelligence whjch ; I could 
depend upon, on the 3d day of Sep- 
tember, that his Excellency. Don 
Bernardo de Qalvez, was approach- 
ing in force to attack me, and that 
the redoubt at this plaee was in pretty^ 
gqod forwardnefb, it was determined ^ 
in a council of war to remove the. 
troops, artillery, and ftores, as foon 
as poffible, to the redoubt, which 
was accordingly done*- On the^ 12th 
day of September the redoubt was,. 
inverted, and early in the morning . 
of the 2 1 ft, a battery of heavy can T 
non was opened againft it ; and after '• 
an inccflant firj on both fides, for 
more than three hours, I found my- 
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felf obliged to yield to the great fu- ' 
periority of his artillery, and to fur- 
render the redoubt to his Excellency 
Don Bernardo deGalvez, who com- 
manded the troops of his Catholic 
Majefty. 

I am confident I fhould not have been 
able to have made fo good a defence 
it Manchac, and of courfe to have 
procured fuch favourable terms for 
the troops under my command, and 
the country I was fent to protect. 

On account of the redoubts being 
erected thereon, Governor Galvez, 
confidering the plantation of Meff. 
tWatts and Flowers as belonging to 

he King, has accordingly taken it ; 
and unlefs Government (hall make 
them a recompense, by reafon of 
their loyalty and readinefs to promote 
the protection of the country, they 
will We a very valuable property ; I 
therefore moft ftrongly recommend ' 
them to Government for a generous 
fctisfaftion. 

{Signed) Alex. Dickson, 

Lieutenant-colonel, 16th reg. 
of Foot. 

I do hereby certify, That having 
been consulted by Lieutenant-colonel 
Dickfon, when it was reported that 
the rebels were coming down for to 
attack his Britannic Majeuy's pof- 
feflions on the Miififfippi, it appear- 
ed to me, that in our actual circum- 
ftances, nothing better cotild be done 
than to ereel a field redoubt in the 
clearing of Mefl". Watts and Flower's, 
who had been generous enough to 
offer the ufe of the land provifionally 
for that purpofe; and that hearing 
that the Spanifh forces under Don 
Bernardo de Galvez were coming to 
attack us, that it appeared to me 
that nothing elfe was left but to 
make our ffahd in the faid field re- 
doubt, the Stockade Fort at Man- 
chac being untenable againft can? 
non.^ 

(Signed) J. J. Graham, 

#&#an>En£ineer r 



Return of the different netmebments of 
bis Majeftfs troops, frif oners at 
New Orleans , and the fofts rjubtre 
taken. 
At Baton Rouge. Royal artillery. 

1 Second Lieutenant, i Corporal, i 
Bombardier, 3 Gunners, 5 MatrofTes. 
— 16th regiment, 1 Lieutenant-co- 
lonel, 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 
Enfign, 1 Adjutant, 1 Quarter-maf- 
ter, 1 Surgeon, 7 Serjeants, 6 Drum- 
mers, 120 rank and file. — Corps 60th 
regiment. 1 Lieutenant, 4 rank 
and file. Waldeck regiment. 2 
Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 3 Surgeons 
Mates, 8 Serjeants, 6 Drummers, 3 
fervants, 176 rank and iile. — Inde- 
pendent company. 1 Captain, 1 
Enfign, 1 Serjeant, 14 rank and file. 
— Garrifon Staff. 1 Commiflary, 

2 afliftant Surgeons. 

At Manchac. 1 6th regiment, \ l 
Serjeant, 4 rank and file. Corps 
doth regiment. 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ser- 
jeant, 1 1 rank and file. Indepen- 
dent Company. 1 Lieutenant, 1 
Serjeant, 4 rank and file. 

At Thompfon's Creek. 16th re- 
giment. 1 Serjeant, 4 rank and file. 
— Waldeck regiment, 1 rank an4 
fle. 

At River Amit, Corps 60th re* 
giment. 3 Serjeants, } Drummer, 
7 Rank and file. — Independent Conv- 
pany. 1 rank and file. 

Store Ship, River Miflifilppi. i6tlj 
regiment. 1 rank and file. 

On the Lakes. 16th regiment. 
2 rank and file. — Waldeck regiment, 
1 Captain, 4 Serjeants j j Drummer f 
4 rank and file. 
Return of the killed and wounded. 

Royal Artillery. 1 rank and 61e t 
wounded. — 16th regiment, 1 rank 
and fi}e y killed ; 1 ditto, wounded ; 
7 dead fince prifoners. — 60th regi- 
ment. } Enfign, killed. — Waldeck 
regiment. 1 Enfign, 1 rank and 
file, killed ; 1 Lieutenant, 1 Sur- 
geon's mate, 2 Serjeants, 19 rank 
and file, dead fince prifoners. — En-, 
fign Brook, id J>attalion ? 60th regi- 
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nient, Enfig'n Nolting, Waldeck re- 
giment, killed.— Lieutenant Leonard, 
Waldeck regiment, died fince pri- 
soner, on his way to New Orleans. -- 
Note, i officer, i ferjeant, and fix pri- 
vate men,being very flightly wounded, 
and always fit for duty, not included 
in the above. 

(Signed) Al^xanderDickson, 
Lieutenant-colonel 1 6th regiment 

of foot. 
A true Copy. James Campbell, 
Major of Brigade, 



From /£* London Gazette. 

At the Court at St, James's, the 

17th of April, 1780. 

P R E S E NT 

^The K I N G 's Mofl Excellent Ma. 

jesty in Council, 

Whereas lince the commence- 
ment of the war in which Great- 
Britain is engaged by the unpro- 
voked aggreffion of France and Spain, 
repeated Memorials have been pre- 
fented by his Majefty's Ambaflador 
to the States-General of the United 
Provinces, demanding the fuccours 
flipulated by treaty; to which requu 
fition, though ftrongly called upon in 
the laft Memorial of the 21ft of 
March, their High MightinefTes have 
given no anfwer, nor fignified any in- 
tention of complying therewith: And 
whereas by the non-performance of 
the cleared engagements, they de- 
fert the alliance that has fo long fub- 
iifted between the Court of Great-Bri- 
tain and theRepublic, and place them- 
felves in the condition of a neutral 
power, bound to this kingdom by 
the treaty, every principle of wif- 
dom and juftice requires that his 
Majefty mould confider them hence- 
forward as ftanding only in that di- 
ftant relation in which they have 
placed themfelves t H;sMajefty there- 
fore having taken this matter into his 
royal confideration, doth, by and with 
the advice of his Privy Council, 
jifdge it expedient to carry into im- 



mediate execution thofe intentions [ 
which were formerly notified in the 
Memorial prefented by his Ambaf- 
fador on the 21ft of March laft, and 
previoufly fignihed in an official ver* 
bal declaration, made by Lord Vif- 
count Stormont, one of his Majefty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, to- 
Count Welderen, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary from the 
Republic, nearly two months before 
the delivery of the aforefaid Memo- 
rial: For thefe caufes, his Majefty, 
by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council doth declare, that the fub- 
jedls of the United Provinces are 
henceforward to be confidered upon 
the fame footing with thofe of other 
neutral ftates not privileged by' 
treaty; and his Majefty doth here- 
by fuipend, provifionally, and till 
further order, all the particular 1H- 
pulations refpeding the fubje&s of 
the States General, contained in the - 
feveral treaties now fubfifting be* 
tween his Majefty and the Republic, "" 
and more particularly thofe con- v 
tained in the Marine Treaty between 
Great-Britain and the United Pro- 
vinces, concluded at Loudon, Dec 
I-ilth, 1674. 

From a humane regard to the tn- * 
terefts of individuals, and a delire to 
prevent their fufFering by any fur- 
prize, his Majefty, by and with the 
advice of his Privy Council, doth de- 
clare, that the effects of this his Ma- 
jefty's order mall take place at the • 
following terms/ viz. 

In the channel and the north feas, 
I % days after the date hereof. 

From the channel, the Britifh feas, 
and the north feas, as far as the Ca- 
nary iflands inclufively, either in the 
ocean or Mediterranean, the term 
(hall be fix weeks from the aforefaid 
date. 

Three months from the faid Ca- 
nary iflands as far as the equinoctial 
line or equator* 

And laftly, fix months beyond the 
faid line or equator, and in other * 

parts 
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^jBtsof rftcworld, without any ex- 
ception or other more particular de- 
teptioa of time and place. 

Stjeph. Cottrell. 



from fbehonban Gazittb. 
Whitehall* ApfH 26, 1 780, 
fjctraftof* Utter from Sir Henry 
Clinto-n, Knight of the Math* to 
Lord George GerMAJN, dated 
Headquarter shames IJland, South? 
Carolina* March 9, 17S0, Received 
ly the Swift Packet, Caft. Ni- 
chols, /><w* Atey 2V^« 
My laft dVpatch, No 83, will have 
informed yourkor4&ip.> that the Ad- 
Huralandlonly wakfdpofkive infor- 
armion coacemiiJgiCJottnt d'Eftaing's 
flctj: to put, tO;feft. t Intelligence of 
their having quitted the coaft arrived 
late, in December, aj*d the troops 
having been forae time- embarked, 
the Admiral wa$ enabled to (ail die 
*6th. 

. I will trouble your Lordfhip wklt 
■o other particulars of a very tedi- 
ous voyage: in us common bad wea- 
rier, than to mention, that in our 
lodes of tranfports the lives of the 
crews have beet fayed ; that only one 
Sap is miffing, having . on board a : 
&tach&tnt of -Heflians* and fuppof- 
ed to have bore away. for, the Well In r 
ties; but that we have to regret the 
total lo& of an ordnance fhip, which 
foundered at fea> and of much the 
geeater part .of the horfes brought 
for cavalry or other public ufes. 

It was judged heft to proceed by a 
fccond navigation from Tybee to 
North Edifto, and : from thence to 
pafc to John's arid next to James 
irfand. By a bridge over Wappoo 
C#tr wc have from this laft gained the ' 
"banks of Afhky-river. 

My intention is to pafs to the neck 
«f Charles -Town as toon as poflible. 
The enemy, I find, have collected 
their .whole force to that place. This 
is faid not to exceed 5000 men at 
Jnpefeht ; but reinforcements are daily 
i|Kpe§ed* 



In the mean timev as the- rebel* 
have made the-defence of Charles- 
't own their principal object, 1 have 

> determined on my part to aflemble in 
greater flrcngfh before it, and with 
this view have called immediately to 
this army a corps I had left in Geor-r 
gia. They will pafs the Savannah- 
river, and join me by land. 

The force afloat at Charles-Town 
is four rebel and one French frigate, 
with an old 6ogunihip, andfome, 
brigs and galleys. 

Although our long voyage and 
unavoidable ' delays fmteiiave given 
the .rebels time to fortify * Charles^ 
Town towards the land, a labour 
their number in negroes has greatly 
facilitated ; yet, confiding in the me- 
rit of tije troops I have the honour to * 
command, in the great affiftancel have 
from Earl Cornwallis, and the fur T 
ther co-peration of the navy, I en T 
tertain great hopes of fuccefs- 

: I cannot clofe my letter without _. 
exprefling how much I am obliged 
hitherto to Admkal Arbuthnot for 
the afliftance given me through Capt r > 
Elphiniione, who as yet has been 
chiefly employed in the naval tranf T 
actions immediately relative to the 
army. This gentleman's unremit- 
ed attention to us, from his fo ably 
and fuccefsfully conducting the tranf- 
ports into North Edifto to this hour, 
With the great benefit I have derived 
from his knowledge of die inland na- 
vigation of this part of the coaft ? 
merit my warmeft thanks. 

P. S, Since the above a reinforce, 
ment is^ arrived in Charles-Town^ 
faid to confift of 2000 men from the 
northern army. 

[T'RANSL ATI ON.] 
Extraft of a Letter from Lieutenant^ 
general KnyfHausen to Lord 
George Germain, dated JWw 
York, March, 27, 1780. 

• , I have the honour to inform your 
Lordfhip that fince General Clinton's, 
departure from hence on the 26th 
af December laft, we have had the 

U>ngpit 
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4ongeft and* moft fevere winter that 
was ever remembered : All was con* 
tinent, and horfes with ^ heavy car- 
riages could go over the ice into the 
Jerfeys from one ifland to another, 
and it is only fince the 20th of Fe- 
bruary that the rivers and freights 
have been navigable. 

The rebels thought to avail them- 
felvesof thiseafy communication, and 
threatened an attack upon Staten 
Ifland, where there was about 1800 
men under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Sterling, who were 
pretty well intrenched* For this 
purpofe General Wafhington, whofe 
army was hutted at Morris-Town, 
fent a detachment of 2700 men, with 
fix pieces of cannon, two mortars, 
and fome horfes, commanded by 
Lord Sterling, who arrived on the 
ifland early in the morning of the 
15 th of January, our advanced ports 
having retired upon their approach. 
They formed the line, and having 
made fome movements ia the courfe 
of that day, withdrew in the night, 
after having burnt one houfe, pillaged 
fome others, and carried off with 
them about 200 hundred head of cat- 
tle. * The day of their arrival on the 
ifland I embarked 600 men to attempt 
a paflage, and fupport General Ster- 
ling, but the floating ice prevented 
their fuccefs, and obliged them to 
return. I imagine that the appear- 
ance of thefe tranfports, with troops 
en board, which they could fee to- 
wards the clofe of the day, induced 
them to make this fudden retreat,- as 
they could not tell what fuccefs they 
might have. Some prifoners were 
made in theirretreat. 

Some" days after an advanced poft 
which they had at Newark, confid- 
ing of one company, was furprized 
and taken by* a detachment from 
hence and from Paulus Hook, under 
the command of Major Lum ; and 
the fame day General Sterling fent 
an&tbsr. detachment under Lieute- 



nant-colonel "Bofkirk, who furprizei 
the piquet guard at Elizabeth-Town, 
and made, two Majors, two Captains, 
and 47 men prifoners of war. Both 
thefe enterpnzes were efFe&ed with- 
out any lofs on our flde. Some time 
after General Matthew fent a de- 
tachment of guards arid provincial 
horfe, under the command of 
Lieutenant -Colonel Northen, to at- 
tack a poft at Johri's Houfe upon the 
White Plains. This did not fuc- 
ceed entirely to his wifhes, but the 
rebels, who were polled in a houfe, 
were however attacked and difloged, 
with the lofs of 40 men killed aad v 
97 made prifoners, among whom were 
one Lieutenant-c6lonel, one Major, 
and five inferior officers. We had 
three killed and fifteen wounded. 

In the night of the 22d of thU 
month we partly furprized and took 
a rebel port In the Jerfeys, confifting* 
of 250 men, of whom we made only 
65 prifoners, owing to two embarka- 
tions, one from Kingfbridge under, 
Lieufenant-colonel Howard, not ar- 
riving at the appointed time. Our 
rofs upon this occaiion was very in~ 
confiderable. Captain Armftrongof 
the 4id regiment is wounded* By 
the little enterprizes during the win- 
ter, as far as we can afcertain, we 
have made 320 prifoners, and killed 
about 65 of the enemy. 

By the intelligence I have beea 
able, to get, Genera! Wafhington's 
army at Morris-Town confifts of about 
coo men, befides militia. There ha& 
Seen a great defertion among them*. 
Tired of the war, and diffatisfied 
with the depreciated value of their 
money, a general difcontent pervades 
the whole army. 
Extra ft of a Letter from Major-gt* 

ntral Pattison to Dor J George 

Germain, dated Nc*w-¥ark, Fe&^ 

22, 1710, * 

The intenfe froft, accompanied 
with great falls of fnow, which be- 
gan here abou^t the middle of De- 
cember, 
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cember, flmt up the navigation of 
this port from the fea, within a few 
days after Admiral Arbuthnot's fleet, 
with the troops tinder the Comman- 
der in Chief* had taken its depar- 
ture from Sandy-Hook. The feve- 
rity of the weather increafed to that 
degree, that towards the middle of 
January all communications with this 
city by water were entirely cut off, 
and as many new ones opened by the 
ice. We could fcarcely oe faid to be 
in an infular (late. The paflage in 
the North river, even in. the wideft 
part from hence to Paulus Hook, 
2000 yards, was about the 1 9th prac- 
ticable for the heavieJl cannon, an 
event unknown in the memory of 
man ; and very foon after provifions 
were tranfported upon fleighs, and 
a detachment of cavalry marched 
from New- York to Staten Ifland, 
eleven miles upon the ice. The 
Eaft river to Brooklyn on Long Ifland 
was alfo for many days blocked up. 
. Thus circumftanced, my Lord , this 
city was laid open on many fides to 
an attack from an enterprizing ene- 
my; and notwkhftanding the un- 
fuccefsful attempt they made upon 
Staten Ifland, on the 14th of Ja- 
nuary, it was neverthelefs ftrongly 
reported that General Washington was 
meditating a great ftroke upon New- 
York , with his whole force by different 
attacks; and though the undertak- 
ing would have been too daring and 
unwarrantable, yet the repeated in- 
telligence we had received of the 
many preparations they were making 
for that purpofe, forbids theabfolute 
difbelief of fuch a plan's being under 
contemplation : therefore, having re- 
ceived in November laft an addrefs, 
figned by the principal inhabitants, 
in behalf of themfelves and their fel- 
low citizens, to put themfelves in 
military array, I thought it a favour- 
able oceafion to put their profefEons 
to the teft, and of adding in the pre- 
sent internee to the fecdrity of the , 



city and garrifon, which the Com- 
mander in Chief was pleafed to ho- 
nour me with the care and command 
of, as well as eftabliihing in future 
fuch an internal defence, as to make 
a garrifon of lefs ftrength fufficient 
in general for its protection. I con- 
futed with General Tryon upon the 
expediency of this meafure; and as- 
he entirely concurred in my opinion, 
I did not hefitate (having taken 
the fenfe too of fome of the moft prin- 
cipal citizens) to iflue a Proclama- 
tion, calling upon all the male inha- 
bitants, from 17 to 60, to take up 
arms. The chearfulnefs and alacri- 
ty with which it was univerfally 
complied, exceeded all expectation ; 
and in the fpace of feven days after 
the Proclamation, we had the pie a- 
fure to fee 40 companies, from the 
fix wards of the city enrolled, of- 
ficered, and under arms, to the num- 
ber of 2660, many of the moft re- 
sectable citizens ferving in the ranks 
of each company. Above 900 hun- 
dred purchafed arms at their own ex- 
pence, and the whoje were defirous 
of doing the fame, if there had been 
a fufficient number of firelocks for 
fale ; but that not being the cafe, it 
was neceffary to fupply the defici- 
ency from the King's ftores. I or- 
dered them however to be ifTued as a 
loan, and upon condition of each 
Captain's becoming refponfible, un- 
der his hand to the ftorekeeper, for 
returning to him when called upon 
the number he received, or to pay 
36s. for each Hand of arms, if re- 
quired. The officers oppointed to 
thefe companies are perfbns of known 
well-affected principles. 

The laudable fpirit and ardour be- 
ing happily raifed, quickly diffufed 
itfelf among all orders of men. The 
feveral public departments vied with 
each other who fhould be moft for- 
ward in offering me their fervices as 
volunteers. I readily accepted the 
offer, and formed them into com- 
panies 
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patiies accordingly* The old volun- 
teer companies likewife augmented 
their numbers, and in a Very few 
days I reviewed, them all together ^un- 
der arms, moft of them cloathed in uni- 
form at own their expence. General 
Knyphaufen, General Tryon, and all 
the General officers were pjeferit, and 
expreffed the higheft fatisfa&ion at 
fo refpcclable a body of men. The 
return, which I have the honour to 
enclofe, will mew your Lordihip the 
number of thefe new affociated com- 
panies, with the effectives of each. I 
have befides received a memorial from 
fifty gentlemen of the city, offering 
to form them into a troop of cavalry, 
to mount, clothe and arm themfelves 
at their own expence, and to ferve, 
if called upon, either on York or 
Long-Ifland. 

The very meritorious and diftin- 
guifhed zeal which the officers of 
the royal army have teftified upon 
this lingular occaiion, demands my 
mofl gratefuracknowledgment. The 
feveral Captains, Edgar, Brenton, Of- 
borne, Ardefoif, and Aplin, whofe 
fhips were faft locked up, perfonally 
offered me their feryices, to aft with 
all their feamen on fhore ; and Capt. 
Howe, as commanding the whole, 
fignified to mc officially by letter the 
delire of all the officers to ferve un- 
der my orders, as commandant, in 
any manner that could be molt ufe- 
fuf. Thefe handfome offers were 
moft gratefully embraced, and a cir- 
cular redoubt near the Eaft-river, 
with 8 twelve founders and I nine 
pounder, was made over ' to their 
charge; and as a compliment due, it 
/was immediately called the royal 
navy redoubt. The number of fea- 
men, about 350, were immediately 
divided into 10 companies, each com- 
manded by a Lieutenant of a man of 
war. /Two of them have mounted 
daily in this redoubt, «nd were to be 
reinforced by five more in cafe of an 
alarm. The other three companies 
were then . to repair to i poll tile 

Vox. IX. 



mofl fuitable for them, upon a height 
' covering the King's dock-yard* which 
was alio defended by the company 
formed from the artificers of the yard, 
binder the command of the naval 
ftorekeeper as Captain. ? 

The failors belonging to the vic- 
tuallers, tranfports, fmall craft, and 
private trade, armed with pikes, and 
under the direction of Capt* Laird, 
the agent, were defKned to guard and 
protect the whole chain of wharfs and 
flapping, from 1 the ihip-yard to the 
lower battery, at the other extremity 
of the town. 

The feveral Captains of militia, 
defirous of making it permanent and 
as ufeful as poffible, have readily 
agreed to, and fubferibed many re- 
gulations for the good government 
of it, for fining delinquents, abfen- 
tees' from any parade, or from their 
tour of duty on the city watch ; for 
keeping in repair and good condition 
their arms, ammunition, &c. Tae^ 
are likewife out every Saturday, and 
the volunteer companies every Sun- 
day, in order to be trained and in- 
Grafted in the ufe of arms. I have 
appointed Mr. Amiel, who ferved 
for 1 2 years as an officer in the 60th 
regiment, to aft as major of bri- 
gade to this corps of militia, with ait 
affiflant under him ; both of whom 
are to be paid out of the city funds. 

The rigour of the froft is now hap- 
pily abated, and we are flattered with 
the profpeft of a compleat thaw ; Co 
that all ideas of an attack are now at 
an end. Indeed it was much to have 
been wifhed they had made one, as 
we were fo well prepared to repel it 
to their coft. We already learn, that 
the recent difplay of loyalty here, with 
the great acquiAtion of force it pro- 
duced, has had effects upon the 
friends of government /without the 
lines, as well upon the enemy, who 
have been apprehenfive of an attack 
being intended upon theirfciain force 
at Morris-Town. It has probably 
too contributed to the great defefti- 
B b b «* 
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•n which has lately prevailed a- 
saongft their troops in the Jerfeys, 
upwards of 160 having come over 
within thefe few weeks, and enliftecl 
here with the recruiting, parties of 
our provincial corps. 
Prejent firengtb of the armed fprce at 

flew-fori, exclufivt of the King's 

troops tft be garrifen, the xytb of 

Februaty y 1780. 

Old Companies, 

New- York rangers (cloathed) 1 
company. 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 
4 non-commiilfoned officers, 109 

privates. Total 107. New^York 

kighlanders (cloathed) 1 company. 

1 Captain, z Lieutenants, 4 non- 
comnuwoned officers, 100 privates. 
Total 107. — New- York volunteers 
(clothed) 7 companies. .. 7 Captains, 
ic Lieutenants, i8non-coromiflloned 
officers, 405 privates. Tctal 455. . 

New Associated Companies. 
New- York marine artillery, cloath- 
ed, one company. 1 Captain, 1 
. Lieutenant, 1 non-commimoned of- 
ficer, 95 privates. Total 98. — Com- 
miflariat loyaj. volunteers, cloathed, 

2 companies. 2 Captains, 4 Lieute- 
nants, 6 non-commiffioned officers, 
195 privates. Total 207. Ord- 
nance volunteers, artificers, cloathed/ 
* company. 2 Captain, t Lieute- 
nants, 4 non-commiffioned officers, 
63 privates. Total 71. — Ordnance 
Volunteers, feamen, 3 companies , 3 
Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 8 non-com* 
mifiiajied officers, 149 privates* To- 
tality. — Engineer volunteers cloath- 
ed, 1 company. 1 Captain, 6 Lieu- 
tenants, 9 nqn-ccrnmtffioned officers, 
lit privates* Total IJ4. — Quar- 
ter-Mafter~GenejaP>s volunteers, 1 
company. 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants^ 

3 non-temmiiliancd officers^ 50 pri- 
vates. Total j6. — Barrack-Mafter- 
Ceneral's volunteers, j company. 1 
Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 4 non-com- 
»ih7ipne.d pmcers, 84 privates. Total 

9 1 K ing's Dock-yard volunteers* 

3 companies. 3 Captains 4 Lieu te- 
jiints, .6 non-comiiijjBioned officers, 



148 privates. . Total jtfi«?-Cityiqi? 
Htia, 40 companies. 40 Captains, 
80 Lieutenants, i6onon-conuniffion r 
ed officers, 2382 privates. Total 
2662, 
Total of companies embodied 62. 

Royal navy acting on ihore. 5 
Captains, 10 Lieutenants, 340 pri- 
vates. Total 355, feamen from the 
tranfports, *navy victuallers, fmall 
craft, New-York pilots, and private 
Jhips, armed with pikes. 5 Cap- 
tains, 5 Lieutenants, 1 1 1 9 privates* 
Total 11 19. 

TotaJ Captains 72. Lieutenants 
130,, Non commiffioned officers 237 
Privates 5348, Total 5766. 

A troop of 60 light cavalry, form 
ed from the artiUery horfe depart 
ment, to aft as occasion may-require* 
armed with fabres and-piftois, and 
cloathed at their own expense, com- 
manded by Captain Scott, New- 
York marine artillery, formed from 
the Marine Society, eftablifhed by 
royal charter. 

(Signed) 
James Pattisoh. M. G. 



Admiralty -Office* April 29, I780. 
ExtraSl of letter from Captain Drake, 

of bis Atajtft/s jhip Rutfelt to Mr. 

Stephens, dated iWu/- York, 
. \Lircb 29, 1780* 

Although I have not any thing 
particularly interefting to inform the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Ad- 
miralty of, yet I ihould think it 
improper to luiFer a pacquet to de~ 
part from this port without defir- 
ing you to acquaint their Lordftups, 
that I haveleft Vice- Admiral Arbuth 7 
not oft* Charles-Town bar the 8th 
inftant, his* Hag on board his Ma* 
jelly's Ihip the Roebuck: he had in 
company the Renown, Romulus, 
Blonde, Perfeus, .Camilla, and Ra» 
leigh, all prepared to pafs the bar 
that morning, had not a fog jprer 
vented it. The Richmond arrived 
two days before off Ty^ ee » with 
a convoy* x The tranfports were 

4BOYUS5 
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.moving froij North Edifto, where 
.they landed the troops, to Stono; 
when I left it, the troops were on 
James's Ifland. 

The rebel frigates within, the bar 
were placed, via. the Bricole, Pro- 
vidence, Bofton, Ranger, with two 
galleys off Sullivan's Ifland, four 
others, and three galleys off the 
town. I arrived here, with hi* 
Majefty's fhip under my command, 
the 21ft inft. being directed by the 
V Vice-Admiral to take on me the 
command of this port. 

My joining the Admiral oiFStorip, 
from Tybee, but juft before he mov- 
ed towards Charles-Town bar, and 
jny immediate departure from thence 
to come here,, would not allow me 
to give their LordJhips any further 
particulars refpe&ing the operations 
intended to be carried on. 



• from /£* London Gazette. 

- Admira/ty-Office, May 16, 1780,* 
ExtraS of a letter from Vice- Admiral 
Sir Peter Pahkbr,, Commander 

• in Chief of bif Majefty** jbi$s and 
*vef[th at Jamaica* to Mr, Ste- 
phens, dated on board the Sa/ijlury, 
Port Royal Harbour \ April 7 , 1 780. 

t The 15th ult. theTallas fent in a 
Spanifti florefhip, -tf 20 guns, laden 
with 2.000 auintals of gunpowder, 
and fome oranance, intended for the 
garrifons on the Spanifh main, 
; The 25th of kft month the Janus 
arrived, much damaged in her rig- 
ging and hull, with an account from 
Capt. Cornwallis, that, on the 20th 
pafk* in the morning, off Monti 
Chrifti, he fell in with four fail of 
French mips of the line and a frigate, 
with a number of merchant ftups 
under their convey, pur ihips, 
Confining of the Lion, of 64, Briftol, 
bf 50, and Janus, of. 44. guns, form* 
td the line a-headj-and were chace4 
by the French, who came within 
gunfhot at five b ? £lock in the eve.n r 
ing, and a running fight was main, 
jained during the whole nigh: * the 



enemy not chufing to go alongfida 
of our mips, though they had it fa 
fheir power. The morning of the 
21ft y/as calm, and the Janus being 
near, the French Commodore kept 
'up a conftant and well-directed fire, 
which obliged him to take the ad- 
vantage of a light air of wind to 
fheeroff, with thelofs of her mizen- 
topmaft, and fore-top-gallant-maft. 
The Lion and Briftol towed wfith. 
their boats to the afliftance of the 
Janus, which brougntrm a general 
firing for two or three hours ; the re- 
mainder of the day was employed by 
the enemy in repairing their damag- 
es, and juft before fun-fct, they mad* 
fail again after our mips, but did 
not come within gunfhot the whole 
night; foon after daylight on Wed- 
nefday morning, the 22d, Captain 
.Cornwallis faw three fail to the lee- 
ward, which he imagined and afttr- 
. wards found to be the Ruby, and 
the* Niger and Pomona frigates. 
The French immediately hauled their 
wind, and Captain Cornwallis chaced 
them for five hours, but they declin- 
ed the combat, notwithftanding the 
Janus was difabled, and Captain 
Cornwallis had only two 64 and on^ 
50 gun fhip to oppofe to four fail of 
the enemy's line of 74 guns each, 
under the command, ; as I have been 
informed, of M. dela Motte Pipuet. 
The names of the French flips ere. 
the Annibal, Hero, Vanqueur, Dia- 
dem, and Amphitrite frigate. Th^i 
French fired io injudicioufly, that 
there were only twelve men killed 
and wounded in our three (hips* 
The marked conduit and intrepidity 
of £apta$n Cornwallis, and all the 
officers and men under }\i$ command, 
will, 1 flatter myfelf, give entire fa- 
iisfa&ion to their Lordihips. Captai* 
Cornwallis cxpreflcs himfelf much 
obliged to Captain Pakenham, (pow 
acting in the Briftol, in the room of 
Captain Caulfield, fick on more) for 
his great attention ni^d diligence dw- 
ihp the whole of the action, and alfb 
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,all the officers and feamen of the 
three mips, who behaved with the 
greateft (plrit and good order ; Capt*. 
Glover, he &id, was very ill, and 
died on Tuefday morning, in the 
very hour he fo ardently wifhed to fee. 
* — ■■ " ■ ■ '^" ■■■ ™ 

Hague, April 5. The Prince Gal- 
'fit2iU| Envoy Extraordinary from 'the 
Emprefs of Riiflla, Jiaving received 
"an exprefs from his Court, on the 
id inftant, his Excellency immediate- 
,y after held a conference with tjie 
Prefident of the States-General, to >. 
whom^he remitted, from the part of. 
his Sovereign, a memorial," of wjiich 
the following is a tranflation ; 
" High and mighty.Lords, 

« f The under-written Envoy Ex- 
traordinary from her Majefty the Em- 
prefs of all the Ruffias, has the ho- 
nour to communicate hereby a copy 
of a declaration, which the Emprefs 
his Sovereign has made to the dif- 
' ferent powers actually at war. Yonr 
High Mightineffes will undoubtedly 
look upon this communication as a 
particular mark of her Imperial Ma- 
Jefty's attention for this Republic, 
equally interefted in the reafons winch 
have given rife to this declaration. 
. He has moreover orders to declare, in 
the name of her Imperial Majefty, 
that, as much as me defires to main- 
tain, during the prefent war, the 
moft perfect neutrality, as much will 
' me be jealous to maintain, by the 
moft efficacious means, the honour 
'Of the Ruffian flag, and the fecurity 
of commerce, and navigation of her 
•fubje&s, and will not fuffer the leaft 
•infringement or moleftatioi) from any 
of the belligerent powers. That, in 
order to avoid, on this occasion, all 
mifunderftandings, or falfe interpre- 
tations, her Imperial Majefty has 
thought proper to fpecify, in her de- 
claration, the limits of a free com ? 
merce, and wjiat is to he underftood 
by contraband, that if the definite 
on of the firft Is founded on the moft 
<fjmole and clear notions, and fully 




and mo# explicitly ^determined by 
the law of nature, thai of the laft is 
tiken literally by her Imperial Ma- 
jetty, from the treaty of commerce 
between- Ruflia and Great-Britain i 
tha t t by thcfe means her Imperial 
Majefty proves inconteftibly her good 
faith and i^Wjrtialh* towards all 
parties,- and crofequently may ex- 
peel that all the other commercial 
powers will.be the more expeditious 
to je£ede *jAfaer way of thinking 
com Hfarirafity. * 

views her Imperial/ 
exed the junder-writ*. 
^ordinary to invite 
yofcr HigS^PRghtineffes to make a 
Hcjonmon caufe with her in fo far as 
tHfc union may ferve to protedt com- 
merce and navigation, in obferving 
at -the fame time die moft exact 
neutrality, and to fignify unto them 
the meaiures her Imperial Majefty 
has taken in confequence thereof. 

u The like invitation has already 
been given to the Courts of Cck 
penhagen, of Stockholm* and rf 
LiCbon, in orde rthat, by the united 
care of all the neutral maritime 
powers, the navigation of all the 
neutral trading nations may be 
*ftaWiflied and frgali^ed, and a fyf- 
tern adopted, tounded upon juftice, 
and which by its real advantage may 
ferve for rules for future ages. V 
. ** The under-written Envoy Ex- 
traordinary makes hot the leaft doubt 
that your High Mightineftes will 
take her Imperial Majefty's invita- 
tion into immediate confideration^ 
-and that they will concur with her 
in making without delay a declara- 
tion to the belligerent powers, found- 
ed upon the • fame principles as that 
of her Imperial Majefty, and that 
they will explain themfelves at the, 
fame time concerning the protection 
of their commerce and navigation, 
and of the nature of contraband, con* 
formable to the exprefs terms of 
their particular treaties with the 
other natipns. 
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" The lender- written Envoy Ex- 
traordinary tias moreover the honour 
to aflure your High MightinefTes, 
that' if,, in order to eftablifh upon a 
folid foundation a fyftem as glorious 
as it is advantageous to the welfare of 
. the navigatioiun ge&gral, they fhould 
4>e inclined J^rbp^ft a negotiation 
with the above-mentioned neutral 
powers, fo as tt ^ftablifh a particular 
convention on this fu^ft, herlmpe- 
rial Majefty will b< 
part in it, 
■ " Your High 
cafiry perceive the 
lerating their refdlul 
jecls fo important as they are a< 
tageous to humanity in-genen' 
binder-written Envoy Extraorc 
begs the favour of a fpeedy an- 
fwer. At the Hague, the 3d of 
April, 1780. 
• (Signed) Dimitri Prince de 
Gallitzin. 

\A Declaration of her Imperial 

Majefty y the Emprefs ' of Rujpa % 
to the Courts of London , of¥er- 
failles y and of Madrid* 
*.<%.■ " The Emprefs of Ruffia has Co 
Well manifefted the fentiments^f juf- 
tice, of equity, and of moderation, 
by which fhe is animated, and has 
given fueh convincing proofs, during 
die courfe of the War which me AiP 
tained againft the Ottoman Porte, of 
the Uriel regard fhe has for the 
rights of neutrality, and liberty of 
commerce in general* that fhe may 
fairly appeal to the teftimony of all 
Europe. This conduct, as well as 
the principles of impartiality which 
ihe has manifefted during this pre- 
sent war, might have infpired her 
with the juft'eonfidence, that her fub- 
jedts would likewife peaceably enjoy 
the fruit of their induftry, and of 
the advantages belonging to all neu- 
tral nations. Experience has how- 
jever proved the contrary :— nor 
fhefe confederations, apr the regard 



due and prefcribed by the univerfal 
law of nations, have prevented her 
Imperial Majefty's fubjefts from be- 
ing -often molefted in their naviga- 
tion, and retarded in their operati- 
ons, by the mips and privateers of 
belligerent powers. 

" Thefe vexations offered to the 
liberty of commerce in general, and 
to that of Ruffia in particular, are of 
fuch a nature as to excite the atten- 
tions of Sovereigns and of all neutral 
^nations. Her Imperial Majefljv finds 
* r the obligation or free- 
f therefrom by all mean* 
e with her- dignity, and the 
of her fubjfcfts : but before 
fhe means to come to any ferious 
meafures, and in order fincerelyjo 
prevent all new mifunderftandings, 
her Imperial Majefty has thought 
juft and equitable to' expofe to , the 
eyes of all Europe, the principles 
which fhe has adopted for her con r 
duel, and which are the moll proper 
to prevent all future difagreement; 
Her Imperial Majefty 'does this witH 
fo much the more confidence, as fhe 
finds thefe principles configned iq 
the laws of the primitive people; 
which all nations 'have a right to 
claim, and which the . belligerent 
powers cannot invalidate, without 
vjolating the laws of neutrality, and 
without difowning the maxims which 
they have adopted themfelves, in 
their^- different treaties and public 
engagements. They are contained 
in the following points : "■" * 

I. That neutral fhips fhall enjoy a 
free navigation even from port to 
port, and on the coails of the belli* 
gerentpowers. 

71. That all effefts belonging to the 
fubjecls of the faid belligerent powers 
mall be looked upon as free, on 
board fuch neutral fhips, exceptonly 
fuch goods as are ftipdlated contra- 
band. "" * -.-...-« 

HI. That her Imperial Majefty, 
for the proper' underftanding of this; 

refers 
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refers to tie articles X* and XI. of 
.her treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain, extending her obligations to 
all the other belligerent powers. 

VI. That in order to determine 
what characterizes a port blocked up, 
that denomination fhall not be grant- 
ed, but to fucfe places, before which 
there are actually a number of ene- 
my's flaps Rationed near enough, fo 
as to make its entry dangerous. 




gality of prizes. W~ 

Her Imperial Majefty, in mani r 
Jefting thofe principles before all 
£urope, at the fame time declares, 
liat me is firmly refolved td main- 
tain them, and in order to protect 
the honour of her flag and the fe* 
curity of commerce and navigation 
of herfubjetts again ft whomfoever ; 
in confequence whereof, fhe has given 
an order to fit out a conftderable part 
pf her naval forces., This meafure 
has, however, ho influence on the 
ftri& and rigorous neutrality which 
ter Imperial Majefty is refolved re- 
ligioufly to obferve, and which fhe 
ihall obferve as long as fhe mail not 
be provoked and forced to depart from 
thofe principles of moderation. an4 
perfect impartiality. It is only in 
this extremity- that her fleet will be 
ordered to act whereever her ho- 
nour, intereft, and necefiity fhall re- 
quire. 

• " In giving this formal aflurance 
with all the franltnefs fo congenial to 
Jjer character, her Imperial Majefty 
cannot but expect that the belligerent' 
powers, fallible* of the fentiments of 
juftict and equity with which fhe is 
animated, will contribute to the ac- 
complishment of her falutary views, 
which tend fo manifeftly to the wel- 
fare of all nations and to the advan- 
tages even of thofe ar war; that in 
confequence thereof, they will pro- 
vide their courts of admiralties, their 
•eftcers and comnanders, with pro- 



per inftruction* analogfws and cosu 
formable to the principles here above- 
mentioned, and drawn from the pri- 
mitive code of peoples, and fo often 
adopted in their own conventions. 
PeteHburg, Feb* 2$, 1780, 

(Signed) ^ATHARJNA, 

And lower, 
By order of her Imperial Majefty, 
(Signed) Panfn. 

A few days ago, Count de Ver- 
ecu lies* M milter and Secretary of 
State tot the foreign department, 
fent a refcript to the Ruffian and 
other foreign Mtnifters refiding at 
this /Court, containing hU Majefty's 
anjwer to the declaration of the 
Emprefs of Ruflla, which h as fol- 
lows : 

M The war in which the JLiiijj 
finds himfelf engaged, having no 
other object than hi? attachment to 
the principles of perfect liberty at 
fea, his Majefty could not but witlj 
great fatisfa&ion behold the Emprels 
of Ruffia adopting the fame princi- 
ples, and at the fame time expref- 
fing a firm refolution^to maintain** '* 
then^i What her Imperial Majefty 
claims from the belligerent powers, 
is nothing elfe than * the rules pre- 
ferred to the French navy ; tfe ex* 
ecution whereof is maintained with 
an exactitude known and applauded 
by all Europe. 

" The freedom of commerce of 
neutral /hips, retrained only in a 
veryvfew cafes, is the direct refuk 
of the law of nature, the fafe-guard 
of nations, the relief even of thofe 
wno* are amicled by. the calamities 
of war. The King has therefore 
been always defirous to procure^not 
only to the fubjecls of the Einpref* 
ofRuflia, but alfo to thofe of all 
Other State's that have adopted aftridt 
neutrality, the liberty to navigate the 
feas on the iame conditions, as are 
mentioned in the declaration, to 
which his Majefty is hereby giving 
an anfwer. 

" The 
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" The King, flattered himfelf with 
having made a great flep towards the 
general welfare, and with having 
prepared a glorious sera for his reign, 
in fixing, by his example, the rights 
which all belligerent powers mjght 
and mould acknowledge as belong, 
ing to neuteral (hips. His hopes 
have not been decreafed, fince the 
Emprefs of Ruflia, in adopting the 
ftricleft neutrality, haa declared her- 
felf for the fajue fyftem, which the 
King maintains at the price of the 
blood of his people ; and a^s (he claims 
the fame rights which hi* Majefty 
wiihes to make the foundation of a 
maritime code of law* 

" IfitwasneceiTarytoiiTueFjNfciitch 
t orders, that the (hips of her Imperial 
Majefty*s fubjeffcs might not be un- 
der any apprehenfion of being in- 
terrupted in their navigation by any 
of the King's fubje&s, his MajeJly 
would be very ready to iflue them ; 
but the Eiupreffof Ruflia will un- 
doubtedly rely upon his Majeily's 
4ifpofitions, which are configned in 
$he different regulations that have 
J>een published. They do not de- 
pend upon circumftances ; they are 
founded upon the law of nations; 
and.they are becoming a Prince who 
is happy enough to find always in the 
general prosperity, the meafure of 
that of his kingdom. The J^ing 
only wiihes* that her Imperial Ma* 
jefty would jmore explicitly fix the 
nature of .merchandizes, which (hall 
be reputed contraband in times of 
war, and give more precife rules for 
the form of clearances and other pa- 
pers wherewith the Ruffian (hips (hall 
Be provided. 

" With this precaution, his Ma- 
jefty is well allured, that no accident 
whatever will happen, which might 
make him repent, to have rendered, 
as much as lay in his power, the 
.condition of xhe Ruffian navigators 
as advantageous, 'as it is poflible in 
*ime of war. Other happy clrcum* 
jftances have* already convinced both 



Courts at teveral times, of whif 
confequence it is to explain them-' 
felves with franknefs and Sincerity 
upon their refpettive interefls. 

" The King is happy in having 
an opportunity to exprefs to her Im- 
perial Majefty, his fentiments upon 
a point fo interefting to Ruflia, and 
all the commercial powers of Europe, 
And he applauds the more fincerely 
the principles and views which di- 
rect the Emprefs of Ruflia, as his Ma- 
jeily takes. part in the fentiments and 
jnotives which have engaged that 
Princefs to adopt m'eafures, from 
which folid advantages will undoubt- 
edly refulj, not only to £er fubjedts, 
but alfo to all nations." 

Ftrfailles, April %%th % 1780. 

Anfvjtrto the Declaration ofth/Em- 
prefi pf Ryjjta to the fiourt of 
Great- Britain ; font to ihe Britijk 
Envoy at Peterjburgb % the xyb of 
Aprils 1780, 

' " During the courfe of the war, 
wherein Kis Britannia Majefty 
finds himfelf engaged, through th« 
Unprovoked aggreuTon of France and 
Spain, he hath conftaotly mapifefted 
his fentiments of juilice, equity, and 
moderation, in every part of his 
conduct. His Majefty hath acted 
towards friendly and neutral powers 
acording to their own procedure re^ 
fpeftjng Great-Britain, and conform- 
ably to the cleareit principles generally 
acknowledged as the laws of nations, 
being the only law between powers 
where no treaties fubfift, and agree- 
able to the tenor of his different en- 
gagements with other powers, thonV 
engagements have altered this primi* 
tive £w, by mutual ftipulations, pro- 
portioned to the will and convenience 
of $he contracting parties. 

♦< Strongly attached to her Ma^ 
jefly of all the Ruflias, by the tie of 
reciprocal frien<Jfhij> and common in T 
tprelt, theKin'g, from the commence* 
ment of thefc troubles, gave the 
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moft precife orders refpe£Ung the, 
flag of her Imperial Majefty, and 
the commerce of her fubjects, agree- 
able to the laws of nations, and the 
tenor of the engagements flipulated 
by his treaty of commerce with her, 
and to which he fhall adhere with 
the moft fcrupulous exaclnefs. 

<c The orden to this intent have 
been renewed, and the utmoft care 
will be taken for their ftrifteft execu- 



) 



tion. 

"It may be prefumrf not the 
leaift irregularity will happen ; but 
in cafe any infringement, contrary to 
thefe repeated orders takes place, the 
Courts of Admiralty, which in this/ 
like all other countries, are eftablifh- 
ed to take cognizance of fuch mat- 
ters, and in all cafes do judge folely 
by the laws of nations, and by the 
fpecific flipulations of different trea- 
ties, will redrefs every hardmip in fo 
equitable a manner, that her Impe- 
rial Majefty fhall be perfectly fatisfi- 
ed, and acknowledge a like fpirit of 
juftice which fhe herfelf poflfeffes." 

Hague, Jpril 28th. The delibe- 
rations of the different provinces, 
which compofe the Republic, have 
continued all laft week without in- 
terruption ; and all their advices and 
opinions have been unanimous and 
uniform upon the three important ob- 
jects which formed the fubject of 
their deliberations ; namely : 1 . The 
fuccours, claimed by Great-Britain j 

2. The convoy to be granted to the 
trading fhips of this Republic; and 

3. The invitation of theEmprefs of 
jRuflia, to accede to an armed neu- ' 
'trality. The refpective States of the 
feven Provinces have all been of 
opinion : x . Thar, it is necefTary for 
their High Mightine/fes to cxcufe 
themfelves from furnifhing the fuc- 
cours claimed by Great*Britain ; 2, 
To grant convovs and to protect ef- 
fectually all trading fhips bearing the 
flag of this Republic; whatever may 



be their cargoes, excepting only fucli 
good* as are properly exprefled in 
the treaties, to be deemed contra- 
band; and 3. To accept with gra- 
titude titer invitation of the Emprefi 
RuIEa, znA 10 enter, as foon as pofli- 
hh\ into a negotiation upon that fub- 
ject, with Prince de GaUitzin, Envoy 
Extraordinary from her Imperial Ma- 
jefty, in order to carry thefe propofw 
tions fpcedily into execution. 

The next object of importance 
which is to occupy the different 
States , is the affair of the attack of 
our convoy under the command of 
Count Byland, fey the Engliih Com- 
modore F iel d ing* The States of the 
Province of Holland and Weit 
Fricfeland, have already come to a 
fp i ri ted refol u tion upo n that f u bj eft , 
which they have laid before the States 
General, and which feems to meet 
the concurrence of the States of the 
other Provinces, It is in fubftance 
as follows: 

" That their High Mightiness 
can by no means content themfelves 
with the anfwer given by Lord Stcr- 
mom, on the 16th of March, 10 the 
juil reprefentations of their High 
Mightineffes, of the violence com* 
mitted upon their convoy, especially 
as that anfwer fecms to retort upon 
them, by forced arguments, all the 
blame of what has pafled, and to re- 
prefent their officer, in contradiction 
to plain truth, as having been the 
aggreflbr* That their High Might i- 
neiTes, as well tojuftify themfelves in 
the eyes of all Europe, aa to con- 
vince, if it is poSibk, Great-Britain ^ 
have though necefikry, finally, to re- 
preient, that the naval {tares, not he* 
nig contraband goods, according to 
the exprefs tenor and letter of the 
treaties, their vifitation and detenti- 
on, by exprefs orders, efpecially un- 
der the protection of their High 
Migh tin cues Rag, is a direct attack 
upon the fald flag, as well sl$ upon 
their independence and their fo* 
veitignty 
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TVtcpnfoFjgabfci Wthef^prifccJjiIea* 
Count de.Welderen will,'be.c]iarg*<l 
to give an anfwer to l^ord Strpmont, 
and to proceed farther in UsifcafEair;'^ 



y erelguty^ Tfcat for what concerns 
the allegation made by Lord Stor-* 
mont, of v the ^treaty cf 1764,. con- 
cerning -the fearching of fufpicious 
merchandise?, ..the very contrary of 
what he advances, appears- moft evi- 
dently upon a fimple perufal of the 
faid treaty, That the nature of a 
convoy^ rendering all t vifitation un* 
nejceflary r the articles V. and VL 
pf the fai4 treaty,, are manifcftly con^ 
fined to particular yeftels, from whicit 
however, npth^g^more^can/be re* 
quired, than Ahe.exhibluon'pf their 
clearances^ and from thofe deftinqft 
from any ofShe ^enemy's ports,,, the 
producing'bYtheir paflport'sT . , Tha; 
therefore the conduct ofComiBo- 
dore Fielding^ approved iay,Jjis i*Z^ } 
jefty-, hnplies;,an ppen viplation pf 
the faid treaty* . That confequentlg 
nejther &£[ friers ' d( ; $eJr^ HigS 
Nlightmeigjs,; nor the ( behaviour t gf 
the bfficer.chargeiti.with thejr* exectv 
Hon, can '[{ be deemed the leaft in- 
fringem jkt of the ." faid treaties, ,no* 
any honSKtfes having teen committed 
on their part ; but tommodore Field- 
ing, inexecutipp of his orders, ^hav-* 
ing 'emplbye(it ttf the fdrce, of arms 
againfl the convoy of this Republic, 
there exifU: not the leaft motive of 
complaint pn the part of his. Ma- 
jefly; but on the part of their High 
MtghtiheAes, there is the greatell 
reaion and moft ju# motive to cqtn* 

plain, and to infill (as their High- . . t ..- fc -.,- .---.-^— -- -^ — - 

MightineiTes dqinfiftin' the mpftferis vernmentj, is; to feeure the exigence 

ous manner) upojiabecdmihgTauifat;^ of the bq^y-pojiti^ ,; to protect it, 

tion and reparation, as weliupon an andito furniji^hftjindjyiduals .v/hd 

immediate feleafe, without ai\y.ibrma compote ,it, . wjah the .power of en-; 

of further prbcefs, of a^l ^fliipSj and joying, jtn fafety and tranquility,' 

their cargoes,, that were^uhder the^ their nayu^a^rights^ana^t^Heuiiiga 

convoybf'this'k.epubhc/anor which of life: and' whenever thefe great 

are "now detained by force, againfl objefts are not obtained, the people 

the exprefs l 

condemned • 

Court * 

injulHce as they h a vc been attacked J, £iriefs. 

by CommodoreiFiddin^ taken and ° * The bbdy-politic is formed by % 

condu&dd-into : the English pQrts. ' vBlitotary ajbciatibn of individuals : 



, A. M iE ,'R; I C,4.,,t 

The following; fa therefor t of fiQan^ 

. fituth* orSoxm of Government fir 

- the XZoftmonwmlib pf^MnffiuhaA 

fetts y agreed up^n by a Gommti&u 

and laid before the. Qwitentionvf 

Styt&tyr'At :*119'r 4efd°nmti*mti 
; by. ttdjeprnmMf, to the zStb da/ of 

OSiober following,:* . ■ •; > - *i>i\\ . .._ .\" 
To the Hcwuputde* : jbe t Ctnwektfoni.of 
^ Delegates fr i m i the .fwer^f town* 

in tbt-State of l Majfacb*Je.tt*>:vjhi 
. poijfted^r the forcing ,> £ \mvtii 
, Confiitution of'Gfvfrfme/i^fortiz* 

faid State,, . { :f} r -riyrj: v. ' 'J 

Gentlemen>. )t{ :ti .\ t \ ;....:.L 
Your .Cbmnii;^ ^ptfrfiwnce:oJ 
your inftr.uaipps^ , h^e, prepared . the 
draught .of a t new .Cpnftituiicw r©f 
Government for rthis State, and now. 
make report of v itj , which. is, re« 
fpedfully ]laid before, you- fcuryoub 
connderation and correction. 

In the.nafne of] the Committee, * 
J A M t*^S°.V 9 <%i *r , Cteirmanv 
A Conftitution or F#rt&< of, \Xiovirn* 
, inentfor the. Csmjrwn^wealikif. Maf* 
\Jecbufetts.sj v; ;.*.*./- 

' . " * ' Preamble. • .."" .*. r \ 

♦ ^The end -of the- inflitution, main- 
tenance ar>4 .adminiftratida of VG»-» 
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it if aibdal compact, by which the 
whole people covenants with each 
citizen, and each citizen with the 
Whole people, that all fhall be go- 
verned by certain laws for the com- 
mon -good. It is the duty of the 
people, therefore, in framing a Con-; 
ftitution of Government, to provide " 
for an equitable mode of making 
bws, as well as for an impartial in- 
terpretation and a faithful execution 
of them, that every man rnay, at all 
times, find his fecurtty-in them. 

We, - therefore, -the people of 
MafTachufetts, acknowledging, with 
grateful hearts, the goodnefs of the 
Great Legiflator of the Univerfe, 
in affording ui 9 in the co'urfe of his 
Providence, an opportunity of en- 
tering into an original, explicit, and 
folenon compact with each other, de- 
liberately and peaceably, without 
fraud, violence, or furprize ; and of 
forming a new Conftitution of Civil 
Government for ourfeives and pof- 
terity ; and devoutly imploring His 
direction in fo interefting a defigir, 
do agree upon, ordain, and eftablifli; 
the following Declaration of Rights,- 
and frame of Government, as the 
ConfBtution of the Commonwealth 
ef Maffachu&tts* 
j< Declaration of ths righft of tbe 

inhabitants of tbi Commonwealth 

of Maffaebufettt* 

I. "All men are born free and 
equal, and have certain natural, e£* 
fential, and unalienable rights : a- 
xnong which may be reckoned the 
right of enjoying and defending 
their lives and liberties • - that of ac- 
quiring, pofie fling, and protecting 
their property : in fine, that of feek- 



ing and obtaining their fafcty and 

happinefs. 

■ If. It is the right, as well as the 
duty, of all men in fociety, pub- 
licly, and at ftated feafons, to wor- 
fhip the Supreme Being, the Great 
Creator and Preserver of the uni- 
verfe. And no fobjeft (hall be hurt, 
molefted, or reftrained, in his per- 
fon, liberty, or eftate, for worfhip- 
ping God in tbe manner and feajon 
moft agreeable to tbe di&ates of bis 
own eonfeienee* ; or for his religious 
profeflion or fentiments ; provided 
he doth not difturb the public peace, 
orobftrud others in their religiou* 
worfhip. 

* III. Good morals being necenary 
to the prefervation of civil fociety * 
and the knowledge and belief of the 
being of God, his providential ^o- . 
yernment of the world, and of a fu- 
ture ftate of rewards and punifhment, 
being die only true foundation or 
morality, the iegiflature hath there- 
fore a right, and ougnt, to provide 
at the expence of the fubjeft, if ne- 
ceffary, a fuitable fupport for the 
public worfhip of God, and of the 
teachers of religion and morals ; and 
to enjoin upon all the fubjecls aji* 
attendance upon their inftruclions, 
at Hated times and feafons : provid- 
ed there be ajay fuch teacher, on 
whofe miniftry they can confeienti- 
oufly and conveniently attend. 

All monies, paid by the fuhjecl to 
the fupport of- public worfhip, and 
of the inftruftors fn religion and 
morals, -fhall, if he requires it, be 
uniformly applied to the fupport of 
the teacher or teachers of his own 
religious denomination, if there be 
'*'■ * fuck 



f6r 
iryy-vfe 



How -different this, from the bafejand wicked inifreprefentations made 
tw^ty years, paft' by ; : th'c church miflionaries that were in that coun- 



*thar the 



enters had nothing fb much at heart as to extjr* 
pate, e^ifcopacv. from ihe^comiirenr of fc America, and by fuch their raifre- 
prefentations .contributed* largely -ta induce the Britifh Miniflers to begin 
and to continue' the "infernal War tow raging In that coimwyx-perhap^ 
3fe the ruin of this* 
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fuch, whofe miniftry he attends 
upon : otherwife it may be paid to 
the teacher or teachers of theparifh 
or precinct where he ufually reiides. 

IV. The people of this Com- 
monwealth have the fole and exclu- 
sive right of governing themfelves, 
as a free, fovereign, and independent 
(tare ; and do, and forever hereafter 
fhall, exercife and enjoy every power, 
jurifdiction, and right, which are 
not, or may not hereafter, he by 
them expreVsly delegated to the* 
United States of America, in Con- 
grefs aflemblcd. 

V. All power rending originally 
in the people, and being derived 

. from them, the feveral Magiftrates 
and Officers of Government, vefted 
with authority, whether legiflative, 
executive, or judicial, are their fub* 
ftitutes ^nd agents, and are at all 
times accountable to them. 

VI. No man, nor corporation, 
or aflbciation of meu, having any 
other title to obtain advantages, or 
particular and exclufive privileges, 
diftinct from thofe of the community, 
than what arifes from the confidera- 
lion of fervices rendered to the pub- 
lic; and this title being in nature 
neither hereditary, nor tranfmiiTiMe to 
children, or defendants, or relati- 
ons by blood, the idea of a man bcrn 
a.magiitrate, law-giver, or judge, is 
abfurd and unnatural. 

VII. Government is infHtuted for 
the common good ; for the protection, 
fafety, profperity, and happinefs of 
the people ; and not for the profit, 
honour, or private intereft qf any one 
man, family, or clafs of men : there- 
fore the people alone have an incon- 
teftil^le, unalienable, and indefeasi- 
ble right to institute government; 
and to reform^ alter, or totally change 
the fame, when their prote&ion, fafe- 
ty, profperity and happinefs re- 
hire it. 

'VIII. In order to prevent thofe who 
are vefted with authority from becom- 



right, at fuch period*, and in fuch 
manner as may be delineated in their 
frame of government, to caufe their 
public officers to return to private 
life, and to fill up vacant places by 
certain and regular elections. 

XL All elections ought to be free ; 
and all the male inhabitants of this 
commonwealth, having fufficient qua- 
lifications, have an equal right to 
elect officers, and to be elected for 
public employments. 

X. Each individual of the fociety 
has a right to be protected by it in 
the enjoyment of his life, liberty and 
property, according to ftandiag laws. 
He is obliged, confequently, to con- 
tribute his mare fo the expence of 
this protection; , to give his per~ 

' fonal fervice, or an equivalent, when 
neceflary: but no part of the pro- 
perty of any individual can, with 
juftice, be taken from him, or ap* 
plied to public ufes, without his own 
confent, or th& of the reprefentative 
body of the people : in fine, the peo- 
ple of this Commonwealth are not 
controulable by any other laws, than 
thofe to which their conftitutional re- 
prefentative .body have given jheir 
confent. 

XI. Every fubject ofthe Common- 
wealth ought to find a certain re- 
medy, by having recourfe to the laws, 
for all injuries er wrongs which he 
may receive in his perfon, property, 
or character: he ought to obtain, 
right and juftice freely, and without 
bemg obliged to purchafeit; com? 
pleatly, and without any denial; 
promptly, and without delay; con r ~ 
formable to the laws. 

XII. No fubject ihall U held to 
anfwer /or any crime jar offence, un- 
til the fame i* fully and plainly, fub- 
feudally and formally, defcribed to 
him : he cannot be compelled to ac- 
cufe himfelf, or tp furnifh evidence 
againft himfelf; and cvtry fubject 
fhall have a right to be fully heard ia 
his defence, by himfelf or his coun- 
cil, at his election; to meet the wit- 

C c c 2 neffet 
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nefley agarrfflhlni' face 'to face, to 
prodvtfc-al! prooh that may be fa-* 
vcur; : Wcr'to hfin; ,: to repute a fpeedy 
and public trial by an rmpartial jury 
of : rhe country, without whofe una- 
nimous confent, or his own volunta- 
ry <:cnfeflion, he cannot 'finally be de- 
clared guilty, or fentenced to the loft 
of life, liberty, or property. " 
' 'XIJL }h criminal* profecutions, 
the verification of fa&s in the vici- 
nity where th<*y happen; is one of the 
greatcft fecuritier of the r Hfe, ; liberty, 
artdpro'perty of the citizen. 

XIV. No- fubjecl of the Common- 
wealth /hall oe "arretted, imprifoned,* 
defpoiled, or deprived of his proper- 
ty, -imnaunitKs k or privileges, put 
out bflfhe protection ; of the law, ex- 
tfed,i>rdepriv«d of his lift, ' liberty, 
of ''eftateV but by the judgment of his 
Peers or rhe law of the Jand.; : 
- XV': Every nW has aright to be 
fecure from all unrcaforrable fearches 
and feizcrcs of his perfen, his houfes ? 
hfs papers, a'.id all his pcfjeffions. 
All 1 warrants, therefore,' rare contrary 
to this right, if the' cairfe or foun- 
dation cf them be nott-hrvicufly fup-* 
ported by oath or affirmation^ and 
if the order in the warrant taa ciyil 
pftcef, to'make^ rearcH ih 1 fdpeftcd 
places ,- oi* fo arrefr omr 1 .or more fuf- 
peftfcd perfons ! , or tb'Telze their pro- 
jterty/ be hot accompanied* with a 
fpecial'defignation of the petfons or 
objects of feafch, arreff or'feizure;* 
a"hd no warrant ought to be iifued r 
but in cafes' and-vxith' the Formalities 
jft-efcribed.by the laws'*. * r ; "' 

XVL *In fllVoritroverfes^concern- _ 
ing property^ and in allfnits between 
twa'or mere pe*rfons,*thc parries have 
a righ*- to a 'rial by* a- jury ;'tlt\& this 
nether of price^urVm^atr He hefel fa- 
cred : unleft"' in caufes ari/ing-dn the 
high-feas, and fnch- as relate to ma- 
riners _w:.pes, the legislature mail 
hereafter find it neceffary to alter it. 

XVII. The people have a fight to 
the freedom of ipcaking, writing and 



publUhing 'their ftnflmeiits: the li- 
berty of the prefs therefore ofrght not' 
to be retrained. 

XYin. The people hare a right 
to keep and bear arms for the com* 
mon ' defence. And ' as in time of 
peace (landing armies are dangerous 
to liberty, they ought not to be main- 
tained without the confent of the le- 
giflature; and the military power 
mall 'always be held in an exa& fub- 
ordination'to the civil authority, and 
be governed by it, 

XIX. A frequent recurrence to 
the, fundamental principles of the con- 
flitution, and a conftan* adherens* to 
thofe of piety, juftice, moderation, 
temperance, indufhy and frugality, 
are abfolutely neceffary topreferve the 
advantages of liberty, and to main- 
tain a free government : the people 
Ought, confequently, to have a par- 
ticular attention to all thofe princi- 
ples, in the choice of their officers 
and reprefentatives ; and they have a 
right to require of their law-givers 
andmagiftrates, an exad) and conftant 
obfervance'of tfcem, in the formation 
an£' ji executioa of the laws neceffary 
fcj^'tne goofl admtniflration of the 
Cbnitpbnwealth. 

XX. The people have a right, in 
an orderly and peaceable manner, to 
affemble to ccnfult upon the com- 
mon good; give inftruftions" to their 
reprefentatives, and toTequefl of the 
legiflative body By the -way of ad- 
dreffes, petitions, or rembnffrahces, 
lenjcfs of the wrongs done them, and 
the grievances they fulFer. 

XXI. The power of fufpending 
the laws, or the excution of the laws; 
ought never to be exercifedbut by the' 
legislature^ or by authority derived 
from it," to be e;cercifed in fuch par* 
ticufar cafes only . as the legislature * 
mail exprefsly provide for ; and there 
fhall be no fufpenfion of any law foa; 
the private intereft, advantage, or 
emolument, cfany one man ortlafs 
of men. 

* ■"' XXH, TJn 
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XXH. ^he freedom of delibera- 
tion, fpeftcfe, and debate, in either 
houfe of the legiflature, is fo eflential 
to the rights of the people, that it 
cannot be the foundation of any ac- 
cufation or profecution, action or 
complaint, in any other court or 
place whatfoever. 

XXlft. The legiflature ought fre- 
quently to affemble for the redrers of 
grievances, for correcting, length- 
ening, and confirming the laws, and 
for making new laws as the common 
good may require. 

XXIV. No fubfidy, charge, tax, 
import, or duties, ought to be efta- 
blifhed, fixed, laid, or levied, under 
tfny pretext whatfoever, without the 
content of the people or their repre- 
sentatives in the legiflature, 

XXV. Laws made to punifh for 
aelions done before the exiftence of 
fuch laws, and which have not been 
declared crimes by preceding laws, 
are unjuft, opprefftve, and inconfift- 
ettt with the fundamental principles 
of a free government. 

XXVI. No man ought in any 
cafe or in anytime, to oe declared 
guiky of treafon or felony by any 
a£l : of the legiflature. 

XXVII. No magiftrate or court of 
law (hall demand exceffrye bail, or 
fureties, impofe excefftye lines, or in- 
flict cruel or anafual punimnjents. 

XXVIIL In time of peace, no fol- 
dier ought to be- quartered in any 
houfe without the confent of the 
owner;. and in time of war fuch 
quarters ought not to be made, but 
by the civil magiflrate in a manner 
ordained by the legiflature. 

• : XXIX. No perfen can in any cafe 
be ftfbje&ed to law martial, or to any 
penalties or pains, by virtue of that 
law, except thofe employed in the* 
army or navy, and except the mili- 
tia in actual fervice, but by the au- 
thority of the kgiflative. ; 

XXX. It is eflential to' the prefer- 
yationof the rights of every indivi- 
dual. Ijis life, liberty, property, and 



chara&er, that there be art Impartial 
interpretation of the laWs> artd admi-* 
niftration of j uftice. It is the right of 
every citizen to be tried by judges W 
free,' impartial and independent ai- 
the lot of humanity will admit, it 
is therefore not only the beft policy, 
but ^for the fecurity of the rights «f , 
thefwojple, and of every citizen, that 
the judges mould hold their officer 
as long as they behave themfeive* 
well; and that they mould have- 
honourable falaries afcertained and' 
eftablifhed by ftanding laws. 
> XXXI.; The judicial department* 
of the ftate ought to be feparate from, 
and independent of the legiiktive tad 
executive powers, • 

[We are in ho^es in a fliort time to 
lay before our readers the whole framtf 
of the**Government of the Common- 
wealth of Maflachufetts, of which the 
foregoing is not more than a quarter 
part.] 

ExttaQs from the Am$rhan pa- 
pers. 
Sept. 6. A few days fince a houfe' 
andlot in Beaufort, now in the pof- 
feffion of the Britifh forces, were 
fold here for thirty thoufand dollars. 
A tranfa&ion flmilar to this at an* 
early period of the Roman fta'te^ when * 
their city was invefted by Hannibal, 
has been tranfmhted to pofterity with" 
the plaudits of ages, as a memorable 
and lingular inftance of magnami- 
nity, arid confidencein the fuccefsof 
the future exertions of the Common- 
wealth. * " 

BoJion>No<v. 1%. The advantage, 
fays a correfpondent, of the rev0lu~ s 
tion that has taken place in Ame- ' 
rica, to all the lover* of liberty in * 
Europe, muft be immenfe. It fecmt* 
to be a difpenfation of Heaven, fa- " 
vourabie to them, as well as to the 
inhabitants of thefe iUtes. Ameri- 
ca is now become art open afyhsm" to 
all'that are oppreifed by the old cor- 
rupt governments ft* Europe. The 
f objects of the latter will be difpofed 
to emigrate to us, as- they "feel their: 

" ' * * fitfiatioa 
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fituation at home growing uneafy by 
the weight of arbitrary power, and all 
the ill adminiftration of government. 
We flxall afford an happy relief to 
thofe who come over to us, and no 
inconfiderable one to thofe who re- 
main behind; in as much as thofe 
governments, and particularly that 
of England and Ireland, for fear of 
looting their people, will relax the 
reigns of power, and invite their re- 
naming at home by indulging their 
love of liberty in fome inftances, and 
lightening their burdens. We are 
therefore not only fighting for our 
own caufe, but for the caufe of hur 
sian kind in general, and particu- 
larly for that of our former fellow 
{objects in Britain and Ireland. 
Millions will blefs the wifdom, the 
fortitude, and perfeverance, that 
have nobly effected this refolution, 
who never will, live in America ; 
at the fame time it muft give a 
particular relief to the bleflings of 
liberty enjoyed by the fubjeets of 
tkde States, that the purchafe of 
them for ourfelves muft be of fuch 
csTential advantage to diftant regi- 
ons. This, in the impartial eftima- 
tfcm of mankind, muft give a parti- 
cular brilliancy to the fuccefs of our 
arms, and enroll the, names of thofe 
fcaenwhofe wifdom and fortitude have 
principally effected fo happy a change, 
among the moft illuftrious heroes, 
and the greater benefactors to snanr 
kind. 

Bofton> Mw, it. There feejns no 
fpirit in Britain fuficient to preferve 
their conJHtution , and Overthrow 
the prefent Adminiftration; Lord 
North and his colleagues ftill ftand 
upon £nn ground* It makes a free 
republican of America fmile, to fee 
the flaviftj adulation that is paid by 
the Britons, to a who has 

brought their nation to the brink of 
, ruin. That nation is too far enflav- 
cd ever to expect a reiteration of 
hfcr liberties. Defpodfm is com- 
t4eatly ^eftabliihed there> as it was 
in Rtafte under all the forms' of a 



free government. The admirers of 
liberty have only to hope for an hap- 
py retreat in the Free States of Ame- 
rica. Here they will foon emigrate 
with their wealth, ftrengthen our Re- 
public, and exult with us in the en- 
joyment of the rights of human na- 
ture. 

The Committee in London fpr 
raifmg and applying fubferiptions for 
the relief of American prifoners, gave 
notice laft winter, that they had fuf- 
rkient money in hand ; but the war 
continuing beyond expectation, they 
began laft March to call upon the 
public again for new fubferiptions, 
which are very readily, made. While 
Britain, as a nation, has carried on the 
war in America with the greateft in- 
humanity,, it ought to be acknow- 
ledged that many individuals have 
exhibited a companion and liberality 
to our countrymen that does honour 
to human nature. 

Trenton, AW. 24* At a joint 
meeting of the Legiflative Council 
and General Aflembiy of this State, 
on Wednefday laft, the Hon. John 
Fell, William Ch. Houfton; Eiqrs. 
and Doctor Thomas Henderfon, were 
elected Delegates to reprefent this. 
State in Congrefs, the enfuing year, 
to commence the firft day of Decem- 
ber next. 

By his Extelhney George Clin- 
. TQWyErfq* Governor of the State of 
Ne*w~¥or&, General and Comman- 
der in Chief of all the militia, and 
Admiral of the Navy of the fame* 
A Proclamation. 
L. S. Whereas it has been 
reprefented, that feveral perfon$ 
have of late plundered the inha- 
bitants of Long-Ifland, and other 
places near the lines, in the power 
or pofleflion of the enemy j and 
whereas the Senate and Aflembly of 
this State, by their concurrent reso- 
lutions of the 1 ft and 2d of October 
injlant, have requefted me to UTue 
my Proclamation, forbidding the 
fame: 
I do therefore by thefe prefents, 
ftriaiy 
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ftfictly forbid afl 'perfons whomfo- 
ever, to plunder the inhabitants of f 
Long-Ifland, Or of any other place 
in the pofleffion of the enemy, with- 
in this ftate; and IdoaHbftridly for- 
bid all perfons, fubjefts of this State, 
to plunder any inhabitant or inhabi 
tants, of any other of the United 
-States, within the power of the ene- 
my, hereby declaring, that if any 
perfons fhall (o offend againft the 
laws of nature and the rights of 
war, he or they fo offending fhall 
be punifhed to the utmoft rigour' 
of the law: of which all officers, 
civil and military, within this State, 
and all others concerned, are to 
take notice, and govern themfelves 
accordingly : An<J I do hereby par- 
ticularly and earneftly requeft the of- 
ficers commanding near the enemy's 
lines, within this State, to take and 
fecur« all offenders againft the te- 
»or hereof, and caufe them to be 
fent to the Board of Commiflioners 
for detecting and defeating confpira- 
cies in this State. 

Given under my hand and the 
-"' Privy Seal of the faid State, at 
Kingfton, in Ulfter County, the 
fourth day of October, in the 
fourth year of the Independence 
of this State, and in the year of 
our Lord 1779. 

Georce Clinton, 
By his Excellency's command, 
Stkphrn Lush, Secretary. 
From the Gazette of the Stat$ of 
South-Carolina y Dec, 8. 
/GEORGIA. 
W» Jot's Honour George Walton, 
FJq* Governor and Commander in 
Chief of the faid Stat*. 
We the Reprefentatives of the free- 
men of Georgia, in Aflembly met, 
beg leave to inform your Honour of 
your unanimous election to the office 
$f Governor of this State. 
• The firm confidence we rcpofe in 
your abilities and fteady attachment 
to the Independency of our country, 
give us full alTurance, that, under 
your administration, a pcrfevcrance 
ill thofe exertions, which have hi- 



therto charajSJterifed The faithful coun- 
cils of this country, will take place. 
Sir, we have configncd to your care* 
a facred truft, the government of a 
people who have bled freely in the 
cauie of the confederate alliance, and 
are determined to feal the attempt of 
redeeming this country with the blood 
ef<iil, rather than fubmit*o-the de- 
tefted and abominable yoke ofUririih 
rule. 

William Glascock, Speaker. * 
To the Hon. the Speaker^ and the rtjl 
of the Members of the d£*t*blj'*f 
the State of Getrjria. 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen^ 
- lam thankful for the honour of 
your appointment, and polite addrefs, 
of yefterday ; but I had been hope- 
ful, from the late afflictions with 
which it ha« pleafed Heaven to vifit 
me, that I mould not have been re* 
quired, at this time, to take an ac- 
tive ftation in your affairs ; nor 
would any thing but the fituation of 
the ftate, calling for the afliftance of 
every man, induce me to accept it. 
Relying upon your faithful fupport, 
I mall ufe my belt efforts to enforce 
the laws for the fafety and welfare cf 
the people. 

On your part much may be done. 
— The conftitution, and the laws, 
eall for a vigorous fupport, to pre- 
vent, otherwife, unavoidable anar- 
chy. A repreientation at Congrefs- 
is moft efTentially Jieceflary ; the 
weiNbeing of our fbte, the cxillence 
of its Independency, and the balance 
of fuffrage upon queftions determin- 
able by inevitable intereft, all de- 
pend upon/it : Nor is the reftoration 
of credit to our paper circulation left 
important. The enemy, exhaufted, 
oy great exertions, may choofe tp 
rifk all in one concluding effort the 
enfuing winter ;, and therefore it is 
incumbent to make the moft fpeedy 
and effectual preparations for the 
fafety of t^e ftate. A corps of horfe- 
men to w;nch the motions of the 
enemy, and the Indians, and fuf- 
.ficienc to keep out the thieves from 
bcth, ihould immediately be railed. 

De-- 
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Decifive meafures fhoul4.bc purfued 
againft thp unhappy, but dangerous 
few, who will live amongft us, and 
yet love our enemies \ my , late fitu T 
atiou gave me an opportunity of fee- 
ing, t that, by perfons of this defcrip- 
tion, the counc.iJs.of the ftate are be- 
trayed*. , By our laws, it is. already 
criminal to correfpond with, or fend, 
intelligence to. ths,enemyj; ^tfomp 4 
certain and effe&ual mode of detec- 
tion might be pointed*oufcajndautfio- 

tiied.,, ■ ,.,.. . , ■.'."; 

* ^ Mr... Speaker and Gentlemen, 

I have learned a leflbn in captivi- 
ty. — The enemy 'keepno terms with 
Ibofe they ftile rebels : let us profit 
Vy the example;, and hold none with 
thofe who. pu^Jkly or fecretly adhere 
to the caafe of the ... Artful 

end infi4k>us as t^bey a$e, let- us 05 
no longer impofed upon, but eiFec-, 
tually put 4i&ffedion out of counte- 
nancs. For the attainment of diet 
great objed of the war, our citizens; 
Have bled freely, and facrificed every 
cafe and comfort. Your enemies. 
c,onfefs them to have been brave, and 
to have contended for their country 
like freemen ; and we know that all; 
our councils have been s uniformly 
leading tt> prefent fafety and perma- 
nent independency. Hitherto fuf- 
tained by your own virtue, there is 
no doubt but that, in your prefent 
diftrefles, Congrsfs will fupport you.. . 
Let us not therefore defpair, but 
chearfully bear every prefent ill, ra- 
ther than admit an idea of a partial 
accommodation with the enemy r 
Real fervices from our molt iliuftri- 
ou3 and moll friendly ally,, are com- 
pleat proofs of thefincerity of his in- 
tentions ; and the junction of Spain 
4»d Sweden in the war are new piI- ; 
lara to the Independency o£ Ameri- 
ca, which no earthly powers, in my 
judgment, can (hake. - 

G-gorge Walton. 
*. GEORGIA. 
Bj his Hcuour Geor.ce Walton, 
Efq. Governor and Commandtr in. 
Chief of the /aid Stale, 
A Proclamation. 
Whereas the Members of Aflem- 

End of tb$ Njn 



bly having met at Auguffc, and or- 
ganifed the conftitutional- form of 
government of the ftate.; and having, 
by a refolution of the 27th inftant, 
recommended it to. me to -notify th$ 
fame to the people at large : I do 
therefore iflue this my Proclamation, 
declaring the laws t>ftbe ftate to be 
in full force, and requiring ol^edi- 
ence to them. And I do further en f 
join all Magiftrates and others to.bt 
watchful- and diligent in preventing 
any abufes.of the laws : and all offir 
cers, civil and military, appointed 
l>y the ftate, ana 1 who are nowabfent 
from it, are required to givetjieir at T 
tendance at this place forthwith, to 
difcharge thcur refpe&ive duties. 

Given under my hand and feal at 
Augufta, this 29th day of Novem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord 1779* 
and in tfie : fourth year of the Inde- 
pendeacy of America. 

G.Walton* 
By his Honour's command, 

Samuel Stuck, Sec. 

> . In.Qpngtfefs) January 24. , 

Refolvtdy That to exprefs thje ve- 
neration of $he United States fpr; their 
late General, Richard Montgomery, 
and the deep fenfe they entertain of 
the many fignal and important fer- 
vices of that gallant officer, who, 
after a {erics of fuccefles, amidft the 
moll difcouraging difficulties, fell at 
length, in a gallant attack upon Que- 
bec, the capital of Canada, and fof 
tranfmitting to future ages, as ex- 
amples truly worthy of imitation, his 
patriotism; conduct, boldnefs of ei*. 
terprize, infuperable perfeverance, 
and contempt of danger and death, 
a monument be procured from Paris, 
or any other part of France, with an 
infeription facred to his memory, and 
expreffive of his amiable character and 
heroic achievements. And that thb 
continental treafurers be directed to 
advance a* fura not exceeding 300K 
fterling to Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 
(who is defired to lee the resolution 
properly executed) for defraying the 
expence. thereof iVamjj "jNAj^j/r* 
virtus! .. jrl' B "^?7S 



N- 



D 



X 



To the Ninth Volume of the Remembrancer* 



DDRESS to the Inhabitants of the 
L State of MofTachufetts Bay, 16 

. Letter, Meflase, and Aii- 



fwer, of Gen. Sullivan, publiihed by Or- 
der of Congrefs H 

___. -to the Warriers of the 

Oneida Nation *5 

i — *— ■ — to the chief Warrior of the 

Weftern Army &H* 

- of the Committee of Phi- 



ladelphia to tneir Fellow Citirena, through 
the united States _^ . a8 

; — of tKFInhabitanta of North- 
ampton County to Gen. Sullivan 166 

from the Officers of Artil- 
lery, to the fame iM& 

___— from the Corps of Light 
Infantry to the fame 167 

* and Memorial of the Inha- 



bitants of Penfylvania to the Congrefs 301 

Alliance between France and America, inte- 
rcfting Papers relative thereto 273 

» Addrefs to the Freemen of America 

on that Alliance 4 ^6 

Arbuthnot, Admiral, Lift of Prizes taken 
by the Squadron under his Command in 
North America, 35° 

Arret of Regulation, iflued by the French 
Council of State, concerning the general 
Farms, and the Adminiftration of the Re- 
venues, _ T 77 

*— Divifion into three Companies.— Gen e- 
neral Farm. — 'General Administration. — 
General Administration of the King's 

• Domains, and Doraainial Duties 180 

■ Table containing the Objects afligned to 
the three Companies, and Number of Per- 
fons of which they ihall be compofed.— 
Reimbursement of the twenty fuppofed 

.-* Places of Farmers General, 181 

■ . . Diviiion of the Funds, and Emolu- 
ments 182 

•— * Adjoints, Co-partnerfhipa and Pensions, 
- Prefents and Stamp-Duty* and Appoint- 

* ment to Places, 183 
•» Choice of Members of the three Com- 

' panies 1*84 

•1 — Distribution of the Revenaea of all Du- 
ties. — Duties upon all Salt of the Ocean 

JM— • Duties upon the 6all of the Mediterra- 
• * rean, and upop th< Saltt of Salt-jain« 186 



— Duties upon Tobacco* Snuffs, and other 
Imports and Exports 18? 

Duties payable chiefly upon Excifeable 

Liquors, Sec. — 189 
Duties on excifeable Manufactures, &c* 

and local Duties •**+ 190 
Duties on Receipts for Wood, Do- 

maines, &c. 1 ■ ngr 

- — *- Duties on judicial Proceedings, o£ 

various Kinds — ig* 

B 

Bedford, Meeting of the Nobility Gentry* 
&c. of that County, on the alarming 
State of the Nation 12? 

- Copy of their Petition totheHoufe of 
Commons r . ia^ 

Names of the Committee appointed 

to conduct the Bufmefs of Enquiry, &c. ' 

— Come to further Refblutious at an. , 

adjourned general Meeting, 33s 

Berkfhire, Meeting of the Freeholders, Scc- 

of that County, on the alarming State of- 

public Affairs -— 146 

! ■ at an adjourned Meeting, come to 

feveral Refolutions on the above Bufinefs 

— — 335 

Bon Mot, in Allufion to the Folly of Bri-^ 

tain, firft in oppreffing America, anil then 

commencing a War againft her 21 

Boftonian, a, his Thoughts on the Fifhery, . 

and other Subjects — ibid. 

Brodfcead, Col. his Letter to the Board of 

vWar # 152 

1 ■ ' ■ — his Letter to Gen. Wafhington,. 

» ibid*' 

Buckinghamfhire, Meeting of the Nobility,. 

Gentry, &c. of that County, on the 

. alarming ftate of public Affairs 242 

1 1 Refolutions of that County 

Meeting v * 327 

Burke, Mr. His Letter to the Chairman of 

the Kentifh Committee 304. 

Byng, Mr# hja Speech to the Freeholders,, 

&c. of the County of Middlelcx, at a 

general Meeting, p* j©£ 



Cambridge, Meeting of that Corporation, 
en the alarming State of public Affaira 

ff- C °P7 
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i • Copy of their Petition to the Houfe 

of Commons _- 245 

- Meeting of tie Nobility, Gentry, 

&c. of that County, on the fame Occafi- 

on — 455 

m- Copy of the Petition to the Houfe 

of Commons — [Bid*- 

— further Account of the Proceedings 

it that Meeting — 257 

— — — further Refolutions paffed in the 

aboyr Committee — 313 
— meet again, and agree to fevers I 

other Resolution* — 315 

Campbell, Gen. hi? Account of the Suecef- 

fes of the Span! rds a a^nft the Englifli 

Settlements on the Miflifippi 359 
Articles of Capitulation granted to 

the Englifh Forces — 360 

Cfcefter, Meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 

and Freeholders of that County, on the 

preterit alarming Scatc of public Affairs 

no 
— - Copy of their Petition to the Houfe 

of Commons — in 

Chriftian, Capt. arrives with the Account of 

the D- feat of the French at Savannah 66* 
Clerk, Capt. fends an Account from Ruf- 

fia of the Death ot Capt. Cook, the late 

telebrafd Navigator — 342 

Clerkr , Mr. Philip Jennings, his Letter to 

the Kentim Committee ^ 305 

Clinton, Gen. publishes a Proclamation at 

New-York # 381 

Common Seufe, his AdHrefs to the Public, 

again ft Mr. Deane and his AfTociates 291 
Concord Proceedings of a Convention held 

there, in and for the State of Maifachu- 

fctts B^y, 11 

Congrefs of the United States of America, 

their circular Letter to their Coaihtoents 

39 

■ take into Confederation, the meri- 
toiiout Services of Gen. "Wane, id's* 

■ pafs ?n Aft for railing an additi- 
onal Sum of Money — 169 

— Conclufion of their circular Letter 

196 

' their Report of the Conduct of Ar- 

thur Lee, Efq. * ~- 292 

Conftitutional Society, come to feveral Re- 
folutions refpefting the alarming State of 
the Nation — 341 

Cornwallis, Capt. enlaces a fmall French 
Fleet offMonti Chrifti 371 

Country Meetings, rofpeftin^the Procee- 
dings, Petitions, Refolutions, and Com- 
mittee* of the County .0/ York, on the 
prelent alarming State of public Affairs 

l6 3 

' of Middlcfex, on the fame Occafion, 

105, 249 

?* -. « of Ph^Ihir* m j J9 
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-of Hertfordflxire 



— of SuflTex 

of Surrey 

— — -t— of Huntingdon 

of Bedfordiirey. 

of ElTex — 

of Somertlhire 

1 — of the Town of Nottingham 

of Wiltshire _ 

of Gloucefterfhire 

of Dorfetthire ' 

■ of Cumber!and — • 

- — ■ of Northamptonflitre - 

of Norfolk — - 

■ ■ ■ of Devenihire — 

of Berkshire — 

of Weftminfter — 

of the Town of Reading 
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149 
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241 
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— . of the Town of Newcaftle 
■■ of the City of Londoa 

t— — of Buckinghamshire 
'■ of Nottinghamfhire 
— — -of the Corporation of Cambridge 24 c 

of the County of Suffolk 246 

• of the County of Northumberland, 

247 
— — - of the County of Hereford 248 

■ of CamHridgefhire 257 

■ ■ ■ of the County of Kent 362 

of Derbyfture x — 312 

— > of Denbighihi'e 329 

Crewe, John, Efq. fends a Lertef to the 
Chairman of the Kentifh Meeting, 304 
Cumberland, Meeting of the Nobility, Gen- 
try, &c. of that County, on the alarming 

State of public Affairs 14* 

— — — Copy of their Petition to the 
Houfe of Commons* J&& 



Dalrymple, Col. his Account of the taking 
of Omoa from the Spaniards — $0 

Deane and Lee, Obferv at ions on their public 
Conduct - ^— 290 

declaration of the Emprefs of Rutita to the 
Courts of London, Verfailles and Ma« 
drid — — — 373. 

— ^— — Anfwerof the Court of France to 
the above ■ 374 
1 anfwercd by the Court of Lon- 
don — , — - 37c 

Denbigh, Petition of thf Freeholders, Sec. o£ 
that County to the H. of Commons 329 

■ Refolutions agreed to at that Meet- 
ing ■■■ ■ ■ ? ibid* 

Derby, Meeting oFfhe Nobility, Gentry, &c. 
of that bounty, on the present alarming 

Stare of public Affairs 3 1 a 

' " Copy of their Petition to the Houfe, 
of Commons . — — - -— ibijt* 

Detroit, Extract of a Letter from thence 24 

9eYon&ire ; Meeting W the Ji£eholders» tec. 
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*!" that County, <m <hc alarming State of 

public Affairs' — 144 

<J. <| y ci their Petition to the Houle 

nf C6mmons "~» ■ •• 145 

— feveral Refolutions propofed and 

agreed to »£"•'• 

Committee meet again, and agree 

to feveral Refolutions ■ 311 

Dicfefon, Gen. his Letter to Gen. Campbell, 

on the Lofs of the EnglUh Settlements on 

- the Miflifippi — — 360 

Dickfon, Lt. CoL his Reafons for removing . 

to Baton Rouge 363 

l^igby, Admiral, in hisReturn from Gib- 
raltar, takes a French Man of War 355 
Doonyontat, the Wyandot Chief, his Speech 
to Maghiugiye Keefuch 154 

I>orfet, Meeting of the Freeholders, &c. of 
that County, on the alarming State of pnb- 
lic Affairs — — 139 

■ Copy of their Petition to the Houie 
of Commons ibid* 

■ Lift of Igjfce Committee appointed 

by that Meeting 140 

— ~ Plan of Affociatioh, and Refolu- 

ltions of that Committee 338 

Drake, Captain his Letter, from New York, 

to Mr. Stephens at the Admiralty 370 

Dunning, Mr. his Letter to the Committee of 

the City of London -. 3 18 

Dutch, Memorial of the King of England, 

fufpending all Treaties made with them 365 

■ come to feveral Refolution refpecting 
the flridt Obfcrvance of a Neutrality 376 

"Edict: of the French King, concerning Places 
and Offices of Perquilites in the King's 
and Queen's Houihold 171 

— of the French King for fuppreffing of 
- various lucrative Places in his Houfehold 

— — — 173 

Effex, Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Sec, 
of that County, on the alarming State of 
public Affairs- . 132 

— — Committee meet again, and come to 
feveral Refolutions — 325 

-" ■ ' at an adjourned Meeting, come to fe- 
ral Rfoelutions. 334 

Extracts from the lalt American Papers 381 

F. 

Fielding, Capt. brings fome Dutch Men of 
War and Tianfports to Spithead 342 

Fiihery, and other Subjects, Thoughts there- 
on, by a Pcnnfy Iranian 1.8 

■ Thoughts on the fame Subject, by 
a Buftonian 2 1 

Fifh-Hill, Speech of his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, to the Legitlature, at the Openiag 
of the Seflion iu Kin git on 13 

Fox, Hon. Charles James, recommended; at 
a Meeting of the Electors of Weftminfter, 



as a proper Perfon to ferve them U Par" 

liament — — . t 148 

y Copy of his Letter to the Chairman of * 
the Wiltlhire Committee 272 

his Letter to the Chairman of the Kent- 

ifh Committee. - — 305 

■ G " '*■ 

GaHtzen, Prince, Envoy from Ruffia, at the 

Hague, delivers a Memorial respecting the 

Emprefs's Intentions of preferving a Neu-" 

trality -- 374 

George, Lieutenant, his Account of the Bio vy- 
ing up of his Majefty's Ship Quebeck 49- 

Georgia, Accounr of the Proceedings in that 
Province 63' 

Gibbons, Mr. Remarks on his juftifylnfe.Me- 
morial <— — ~ j 

Gloutefter, Meeting of the Freeholders, &c. 
of that County, on the alarming* State of 
pablic Affairs — — 137* 

— Proceedings of the Committee ore 

that Bufinefs — . 307 

— — come to feveral Refolutions. 308" 
H. 

Hereford, Meeting of the Freeholders, &C* 
of that County, on the alarming State of 
public Affairs; with a Copy of their Peti-- 
tion to Parliament 248 

Hertford, the Meeting of the Gentlemen, 
Clergy, and Freeholders of that County, 
on the prefent alarming Situation of public 
Affairs in 

• Copy of the Proteft againrV the 

Petition of that County 115 

— Affociation and Refolutions at the 

Meetings of that County — ' 327 

Huntingdon, Meeting of the Mobility, Gentry, 
&c. or that County, on the alarming State 
of public Affairs — 122. 

— : Dr. Watfon's Letter to the Dufce 

of Manchetrer on the above Occafioii fhid» 
Altercation between Lord Sand- 



wich, Counfcllor Brown, Mr. Townlhend, 

"&c. ■ 124 

^— — . Sir George Wombwell oppofes 

the Bufmefs of the Meeting 12% 

■ fevcre Strictnres on the Conduit 

of Lord Sandwich — 127 

— *— the Sheriff of the County ac- 

cufed of Partiality — 118 

meet again xxy 

■ — agree to a Petition, and come to 

feveral Refolutions — ^ — 138 
further Proceedings of the Com- 

mitteetm that Bufinefs — ■ 310 

— a^ree to a Form of Affocia- 

tion. — • — * Jix 

J. . 

James' Ifland, South-Carolina, Gen* Clia-» 

ton's Letter from thence to Lord Georcre 

Germain ■ 366 

Justifying 
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Jurying Memorial cf the King of Great- 
Britain, by Mr. Gibbons, Remarks there- 
on " — * 
K. 
Kent, Meetmg of the Freeholders, &c. of that 
County, on the alarming State of public 
Affairs -*■ . — 3 01 • 

«- come to feveral Refolutions 306 

Knyphaufen, Lieut. General, his Letter from 
New- York to Lord George Germain. 366 
L. 
Xee and Deane, Obfervations on their public 

Conduft ■ 19° 

JJoyd, Captain, arrives Exprefs with Dif- 

patches from Georgia - — - 63 

Xondon, Meeting ot the Common Council in 

the Chamber of the Guildhall of that 

City — 241 

* appoint a Committee to correfpond 

with the ftveral Counties, Cities, and Bo- 
roughs, in the Kingdom ibid. 

•— ihe Committee fend a complimentary 

Letter to the Earl of Shelbume 316 

■ ■■ Lord Shelburne's Anfwer thereto 317 

.— — the Committee agree to feveral Re- 

folutions 319 

JLocgford, Lord, his Account of the Cap- 
ture of a large French Privateer 357 
puttie!!, Capt. his Account ofnhe Taking of 
Omoa from the Spaniards. 58 

Maghuingive Keefuch, his Speech to Doon- 

yontat, principal Chief of the Wyandots 

— — ^ — i5 6 

Ma'hon, Lord, chofen Chairman of the 

Kentifh Meeting — 502 

Jtfafiachufett/s Bay, an Addrefs to the In- 
habitants of that State 16 

^-, a Conftitution, or Form of Govern- 
ment for the Province of _ 377 
^Meeting of the Deputies of the petitioning 
Counties, with their Refutations and Me- 
morial, containing Reaions for a Plan of 
Aflociation ■ — 249 
m circular Letter annexed to their 

Refolutions ■ . 254 

"Jtfemoir Juftificatif of the Court of Lonclun, 
Obfervations thereon by Pierre Augufius 
Caron dc Beaumarchais, a Citizen of 
• France — — , 83 
Memorial of the Emprefs of RufHa to the 
Dutch, refpecting a propofed Plan ot* Neu- 
trality _ £7 2 

"Middlefex, Meeting of the Freeholders, aco. 
of that County, on the prefent alarming 

State of Affairs 105 

m — • Names of the Committee chofen 

to conduct that Bunneis . — 108 

». Particulars of a fecond Meeting on 

the fame Occafion. ■ ■■ Jty9 



E> 



Funhfcr Rtfototipwof-tharC**W 

mittee — — 330 

MiiSfippi, Account of the Taking of the 

Englilh Settlements there by the Spaniards 

Montgomery, Gen. Gongrefs refolve to ere& a 
Monauatnt to his Memory 384 

Monti Chrifti, C2pt. Conwallls engages a 
fmall French'Flcet oif that Place. 37t 
N. 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, Meeting of the Sur- 
geries, &c. of that Town, on the alarming 
State of public Affairs -~ 150 

^— — Copy of their Petition to the 

Houfe of Commons — ibid. 

New Orleans, Return of the different Detach- 
ments of liis Majefty'a Trocps, Prifoners at 
that Place — — 364. 

New- York, the principal Inhabitants of -that 
City arm themfelves oivan expected Vifit 
from Gen. Washington — - 36S- 

— prefent Strength of the armed 

Force there, exclunve of^ctegulars 37a 
Northampton, Meeting of the Nobility, Gen- 
try, &c of that CobrUy, on the prefent 
critical Situation of public Affair* 141 
Northumberland, Meeting of the Nobility, 
Gentry, ficc. of that County, on the fame 
Occafion ; with a Copy of their Petition 247 
Norwich, Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, 
&c. ofthe County of Norfolk on the alarm- 
ing State of public Affairs 14^ 

. Copy of their Petition to the Houfo 

of Commons 143 

Proteft of certain Perfons againlt 

the faid Bufinefs 144 

— Committee of that County Meet- 
ing* come to further Refolutions 319 
Nottingham, Meeting ofthe Freeholders, &c. 
of that Town, on ihe alarming State otS 

public Affairs 134 

-■ — Copy of their Petition to the 

Houfe of Commons 135 

Meeting of the Freeholders, &c, 

of that County, on the fame Occalion 243 

— meet again, and come to feveral 

Refolutions. 335 

O. 
Obfervations on the Memoire Juitificatif of 
the Court of London, by P. A. C. de 

Beaumarchais , 83 

— ■ on the Juftifying Memorial ot 

the Court of London, Tranilated from the 
French Original, printed at Paris 20 1 

■ 00 the public Conduct of Meffrs* 

Deane and Lee ao/o 

Opnoa, Col. Dalrymple and Capt. Luttrell's 

Account ofthe Taking of that Fortrefc 

from the Spaniards — - 50 

— — Litf of Prifoners taken, and Return of 

Artillery and Store's fcrarid therein 57 

«p— L:£ 
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— ^- Lift of tilled and wounded in the 
Engliftr Fleet. ^ 63 

Oneida, Nation, Gen, Sulivan's Addrefs to 
the Warriors of — * 25 

Oifder of the King in Councillor fufpendinjj 
all Treaties with the Dutch- 3^5 



Parker, Hyde, Rear Admiral, Lift of Prizes 
taken by his Squadron in the Weft Indies 

' — — '343 

* Lift of Prizes taken by his Squadroa 

fince the above — 351 

»_: — Particulars of his taking or demolifhing. 

a Fleet of Tranfports near Martinico 352 
Parker, Sir Peter, Rear Admiral, his Account 

of fomc Captures on the Jamaica Station 356 
* Lift of Prizes taken by. the Squadron' 

under his Command 358 

Pattefon, Major General, his Letter from' 

New York, to Lord George Germain 367 
Pearfon, Capt. of the Serapis, his Account of 

his Engagement with Paul Jones 4$. 

Pcnnfylvania, Meflagefrom the Prefidcnt and 

Council, to the Reprefentatives of 297 

■ Addrefs and Memorial' of the Inhabi- 

tants of, to the Congrefs 301 

Penniylvanian, a, his Thoughts on the 

Fishery and bther Subje&s — 18 

Philadelphia, Addrefs of the Committee of 

theCity and Liberties of, to their FelloW 
. Citizens, through the United States 28 
«— * Representation froW the Merchants 

ofthat City 3j 

Refolves of the Officers of the 

Weftern Department " ■ ■ 198 

Pitt, Mr. his Letter to the Committee of the 

Cityof London — . 318 

PolhiJ, Mr. his Letter to the Gentlemen,' 
' Clergy, &c. of the County of Kent 303 
Prevuft, Gen* his Journal of the Siege of Sa- 
vannah . by the French, under Count 

D'Etfaing — — — * 71 

Copies of the Letters that pafled be- 

, tween him and Count D'Eiiaing, at' the 

Siege of Savannah — 7$ 

Purchafs, Mr. Alderman, opens the I$ufi%efs 

of the Cambridgeihire Meeting 257 

Quebec, Account of the Blowing up of that 
Ship 1 , 49 

R. 

Reading, Meeting of the Electors of that 
Borough, on the alarming Siate of public 
Affairs ~ — 149 

» — Copy of their Petition to the Houfe 

of Commons - — : — ibid, 

Kodne^, Sir George Bridges, takes a Fleet of 
Spanifh Men of War and Tranfports, laden 
with Naval Stores and Provilions 343 



-— — - Names of the above Men -of Wax 

\ and Tranfports, and . Particulars of their 

lading _ 34^ 

1 ■ ■ Defeats the Spanifti Squadron ott 

Cape St. Vincent, under Don Juan de Lan- 

gara 34 ^ 

- — — Lift of the Spaniih Ships taken, funk, 
.deftroyed, or damaged — 34$ 

Lift of the killed and wounded io the. 



Engiiih Fleet, during tfre Engagement 347 
Copies of Letrers that pafled between 

the Englifh, and Spaniih Admirals ibid* 
— ! — - Copy of his Letter to the Earl of 

Sandwich — . 3^ 

further Particulars of the above En- 



gagement ; — 349 _ 

•r* leavej Gibraltar, and fails for the 

Weft Indies — 35 £ 

Rowley, Admiral, his Letter to Admiral 
Parker, containing an Account of his ta- 
king fonae French Men of War, and orhet 
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354 
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Sandwich, Lo*d, «ppofes the Bufinefs of the 
general Meeting of the Freeholders, &c. of 
the County of Huntingdon t — 124 

fevere Stri&oce* on that. Nobleman's. 

political Condua itj 

Savanna]*, Particulars of the Tranfaeuon*. 
there between the Englith and French, in 
a Letter from thence — 65. 

_, £m f the p^och Fiee^ un ^j er 

Count P'Eftaing, on that Coaft 70, 

— Rerurn-of Seamen and Marines lul- 
led and wounded during the Siege of that 
Place . 'n ~ x 



r-' Return of <he Cafuallfes of the dif-? 

fercnt Corps, during the Siege 81 

— Sir James Wright's Letter to Lord 
George Germain, on the Defeat of the* 
French before that Place — % z 

$heH>nrne, Earl of, fends a Letter to the 
Chairman of the Wittfhire Committee 270 
r fends a Letter to the Chairman of 
3°4 



the KentiJh Committee 



receives a Letter from the Committer 
of the City: of London, and fends iui An- 



fwer thereto 



317 



Smith, Colonel, of the Council of Philadfr 
phia, his Letter to the Prefident of We 

Congrefs 2 » 

Someilct, Meeting of the Freeholders, &c- 
of that County, on the Alarming Sute oil 
public Affairs — — 133 

further Refolutions on that Bufi- 

nefs at an adjourned Meeting 330 

Speech of the Wyandot Chief — 154 

■ of another Indian Chief — 156 

Suffolk, Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, &c. 

of that County, on the alarming State of 

public Affairs — . 146 

Copy 
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»— _* Copy of their Petition to the Houfe 
of Commons — iblB* 

Sullivan, General, Extrafla of feveral Letters 
from him at Tioga, to a Gentleman irt 
Bolton — a 3 

r— * his Addrefs to the Warriors of the 

- Oneida Nation, and to the chief Warriors 
of the Wefteru Army — ^5 

— his Letter to the Congrefs, contain- 
ing his Account of his Expedition again ft 
the Indians ' _- 158 

- his Anfwtr to the Addreft-from the 
Inhabitants of Northampton County 166 

■ his Anfwer to the Addrefs of the 

OtBcers of the Artillery — 167" 

- his Anfwer to the Addrefs from the 
Corps of Light Infantry — 168 

Surrey Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, &c. , 
of that County, on the alarming State, rf 
public Affairs — 118 

Copy of their Petition to the Houfe of 

Commons — 119 

■» Proteft of Lord Onflow and others, to 

the above Bufinefs — 151 

Suffer, Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, &c. 
of that County, on the alarming State of 
public Affairs — 116 

Copy of their Petition to the Houfe of 

Common s — &td* 

~ Lift of the Committee appointed to ma- 
nage that Bufinefs — 117 

— — Proteft of feveral Perfons againft the 
Proceedings of the above Meeting 149 

— Refolutions paflfed by the Committee of 

that County Meeting — 32$ keel'uch 



T. 

Tonyn, Gov. his Letttr, from St. Auguftine's, 
to Sir Henry Clinton, on the Proceedings 
in Georgia — 6j 

Translation of a Letter from Lieut. General 
Knyphauien,atNew York, 10 Lord George 
Germain — 366 

W. 

Walton, George, is appointed Governor of 
Georgia — 383 

— — - — returns Thanks to his Conftkucnts 
for the lame 1 ib'uL 



x. 

— » • iffues a Proclamation " 3*4 

Waihington, Gen. expected at New York 
the principal Inhabitants of that City arm 
themielves to receive him — 368 

Wayne, Gen. the Congrefs take into Confe- 
deration his meritorious Services 168 

Weftminfter, Meeting of the Electors and 
Inhabitants of the City, 00 the alarming^ 
State of the Nation — 147 

1 Lift of the Committee cbofen 

to conduct that Bufinefs — 148 

■ — Proceedings of that Committee 

. »«s 

— — — Committee meet again, and re- 
ceive a Meflage from Lord Shelburne 321 

agree to further Refolutions on 

% the above Bufinefs — 333 

Wilkes., Mr. attends the Cambridgefhiie 
Meeting : t 258 

Wiltshire, Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, 
&c. of that County, on the" alarming State 
of public Affairs " — 135 

■ Letters received by tbe Chairman 

of the Committee appointed at the above 
Meeting — 270 

— — RefolotiottS of the Committee in 
conference thereof - — 273 

Woinbwell, Sir George, oppofes the propofed 
Bufinefs of the Meeting of the Freeholders, 
icc.of the Couwty of Huntingdon 125 

Wright, Sir James, his Letter to Lord George 
Germain on the Defeat of the French be- 
fore Savannah — %% 

Wyandot Chief, his Speech to Maghing'nre 
Keel'uch ■ — ■ \yi 

Wyoming, Extract of a letter from thence 24 



York, the Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and Freeholders of that County, to the 
Houfe of Commons- — 103 

— — Form of an Atfociation agreed to, by 
the Committee of fixty-one — 267 

— Refolutions palled by the faid Com- 
mittee — 269 

— — further Refolutions of the Committee 
of Atfociation for that County 341 
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